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 Donna Lasinski • Photo Courtesy of Donna Lasinski

I had the opportu-
nity to chat with State 
rep Donna Lasinski 
over Zoom the other 
day.   Prior to chat-
ting, I heard her speak 
on the Dexter Forum, 
which helped me pre-
pare questions for the 
interview.  

I wanted to hear 
about the work she was 
most proud of during 
her time as state rep.  
She stated there were 
a few things.  She 
identified clean wa-

Interview with Incumbent 
State Rep Donna Lasinski

ter as a priority.  She 
stated the Pall Gelman 
plume. “(It’s )not just 
the laws you pass- but 
the difference you 
make.” On her website 
she discusses the work 
she did on the plume.  
She’s proud of lower-
ing the clean up stan-
dard for 1, 4 Dioxane 
from 85ppb to 7.5ppb.  
Donna states she ac-
complished that by 
working with local ac-
tivists, elected officials 
and the DEQ to ensure 
our farmers fields to 
our private wells and 

city drinking water 
supply is safe for us all.  
The line, or standard 
has been moved and 
Michigan is the strict-
est in the nation.  She 
elaborated that health, 
clean water, and edu-
cation are three issues 
that she’s been in front 
of since she started as a 
representative.

My jaw dropped in 
the Dexter Forum as 
someone commented 
after she spoke, that 
he is a Republican but 
Donna, a Democrat, 
is the reason that term 
limits are bad.  It was 
refreshing in the world 
of political divide to 
see people that may not 
agree, come together.  
His point was that as a 
rep, Donna had fought 
for this district and it 
made him happy as a 
constituent.  I bought 
this up to Donna while 
we were chatting.  She 
explained that she’s 
really focused on the 
budget for the next 
two years with concern 
regarding the impact 
the pandemic is going 
to have.  A more firm 
budget is a priority at 
the state level.  Don-
na is also concerned 
about education, the 

Photos By Quaila Pant

On Thursday Sep-
tember 17, the annual 
Dexter Chamber & Ro-
tary Golf Outing was 
held at Hudson Mills 

Dexter Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Dexter 

Rotary Golf Outing 2020

Golf Course in Dexter. 
Hole in one prizes were 
sponsored by LaFon-
taine Automotive. The 
outing benefits the Dex-
ter Chamber and Dexter 
Rotary, and all proceeds 

go towards Dexter com-
munity programs. It was 
a fun day for all with a 
Dino Chip contest and 
an Air Cannon that shot 
the ball 400 yards!
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From Wendy Welch
Navigating the 

new school landscape 
may be a challenge, 
but the Humane So-
ciety of Huron Valley 
(HSHV) is lending a 
helping paw.

“Camp PAWS is 
one of our most pop-
ular programs during 
school breaks,” says 
Karen Patterson, VP 
of Humane Education 
and Volunteering at 
HSHV. “We are happy 
to extend this program 
into the school year to 
help support the won-
derful essential work-
ers and their families 
and offer a safe, fun 
place for their chil-
dren to learn.”

Camp PAWS pro-
vides a school-like 

Need childcare? 
Animals to the 

rescue! Humane 
Society offers 50% 

off school-day 
camp for 

essential workers
environment for ages 
5-11 with supervision 
and instruction from 
HSHV’s humane ed-
ucators, and furry 
breaks from the four-
legged variety. Staff 
assist students with 
their virtual learning 
devices, their individ-
ual school curricu-
lum, and recesses and 
stretch breaks. Parents 
can choose mornings, 
afternoons, or both—a 
week at a time. And 
because the animal 
care facility was de-
signed specifically 
with healthy habits in 
mind-- built with a 
specialized HVAC 
system, large spaces 
and outdoor areas, in 
addition to handwash-
ing and sanitizing sta-

tions throughout—
Covid-19 protocols 
are in place.

“Safety is always 
our top priority,” says 
Patterson, “followed 
closely by learning 
and having fun with 
our furry friends, of 
course.”

Morning sessions 
run 8 a.m. – noon 
for $200/week; after-
noon sessions run 
1 – 4 p.m. for $150/
week, and full days are 
$295/week. All stu-
dents are required to 
wear face-coverings, 
and space is limited. 
Essential workers get 
half off fees using the 
discount code HELP-
ER. See more and en-
roll at hshv.org/camp-
paws.
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Fall Season at Blast Corn Maze 
to begin this weekend

From Blast Corn 
Maze

We’re excited to an-
nounce that we will be 
starting off our season 
on September 26th. 
Things will be looking 
a little different this 
year around the farm 
as we are working our 
hardest to make your 
maze experience the 
safest as possible. We 
are cleaning, sanitiz-
ing, and practicing so-

cial distancing per the 
CDC guidelines. This 
year we will be selling 
all of our tickets on-
line. This will allow us 
to limit the number of 
guests at the farm so 
we are able to adhere 
to social distancing 
guidelines. Tickets 
will go on sale soon 
and we’ll let you know 
when they do.  We’ve 
also added a number 
of handwashing and 

sanitation stations 
near each farm activ-
ity for guests to use 
before or after using. 
Our hayride wagon 
and cow train will be 
also sanitized before 
and after each ride.

During your visit to 
The Blast Corn Maze, 
we ask that you please: 
Stay home if you 
have symptoms of 
COVID-19 or may 
have had exposure 

within the last 14 
days, we ask that ev-
eryone wears a mask, 
keep 6 feet between 
your family and oth-
er guests and staff, 
avoid touching things 
unnecessarily every-
where on the farm, to 
please use our sanitiz-
er stations provided 
near each attraction 
and wash your hands 
often at our hand 
washing stations lo-

cated all around the 
farm.

A reminder that 
there is an inher-
ent risk of exposure 
to COVID-19 exists 
in any public place 
where people are pres-
ent. COVID-19 is an 
extremely contagious 
disease that can lead 
to severe illness and 
death. According to 
the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-

vention, senior citi-
zens and guests with 
underlying medical 
conditions are espe-
cially vulnerable. By 
visiting The Blast 
Corn Maze you volun-
tarily assume all risks 
related to exposure to 
COVID-19.

We look forward 
to celebrating this fall 
season with everyone 
very soon!

Dexter Area Chamber of Commerce & 
Dexter Rotary Golf Outing 2020

 ➢ continued from page 1
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734

September 25, 2020    
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From Dexter Area 
Historical Society

Please join us for a 
drive through dinner 
and fundraiser in sup-
port of Dexter’s Gor-
don Hall to be held 
on Sunday, October 
11 from 5:00 to 7:00 

A HARVEST 
OF HOPE FOR 

GORDON 
HALL

P.M. at The Fillmore 
7954 Ann Arbor St. 
Dexter, Mi. 48130. 
The cost is $75 per 
dinner with a salad, 
a choice of 3 differ-
ent entrees and des-
sert. This fundrais-
er will help to move 

our restoration plans 
for Gordon Hall for-
ward during these 
challenging times. 
For reservations and 
to charge to a credit 
card call Ina Germain 
734-395-4106 or mail 
a check to the Dexter 

Area Historical So-
ciety 3443 Inverness 
Dexter, Mi. 48130. 
For additional infor-
mation please visit 
our website at  www.
dexterhistory.org.
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A representative 
from the Washten-
aw County Public 
Health department 
attended the Board 
of Education meet-
ing to provide an up-
date on COVID-19 
and answer questions 
from the Board and 
public.  Susan Ring-
ler-Cerniglia gave a 
presentation about 
COVID-19 in Washt-
enaw County and 
current trends.  Cur-
rently, there are about 
300 cases locally at a 
rate of about 20 cases 
a day.  Though fewer 
deaths and hospital-
izations. This can po-
tentially be explained 
by who is getting it, 
which is primari-
ly teens and young 
adults. Further, we 
have more testing 
now.  Often, the only 
time a person was 
tested was when they 
entered the hospital 
due to severe illness.  
The lowest infection 
rate was during the 
stay home stay safe 
order.  Washtenaw 
County is still in a 
high-risk zone.  How-
ever, that’s partially 

Health Department Visits 
Board of Education Meeting

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

because it is lumped 
in with Wayne, Oak-
land, and other coun-
ties that were hit 
much harder.  It does 
have a high percent-
age of cases per mil-
lion. The spread is 
happening in the two 
days prior to people 
becoming symptom-
atic. 

Which is why 
the focus is on con-
tact tracing.  Contact 
tracing is focused 
on friends, family, 
or anyone who may 
have had close con-
tact with the infected 
person.   The health 
department is try-
ing to reach out to 
those people and get 
them quarantined.  
The struggle is con-
tact tracing does not 
happen immediate-
ly.   Testing speed and 
accessibility is still a 
challenge but much 
better than it was in 
the beginning.  Peo-
ple were only tested 
once they were hospi-
talized at the start of 
the pandemic, which 
is why it seemed so 
much more fatal and 
fewer people seemed 
to recover.

The health de-

partment can issue 
orders, and it is has 
focused on campus 
life in Ypsilanti and 
Ann Arbor.  But, be-
cause the state has 
been so proactive at 
issuing orders, it has 
not needed to.  The 
health department is 
focused on providing 
guidance for schools, 
businesses, and or-
ganizations, contact 
tracing, and answer-
ing questions.  The 
health department is 
updating its website 
daily with numbers 
and information.  To 
view current num-
bers and trends go 
to washtenawhealth.
org/health or washt-
enawaw.org/covid19.  

The meeting was 
opened to questions.  
Because we are not 
and will not be in the 
foreseeable future at 
a zero-risk situation, 
the focus is to miti-
gate risk, particular-
ly for schools.  6 feet 
spacing and masks 
are the best defense 
to prevent the spread, 
hand washing, and all 
the safety measures 
we’ve been trying to 
take since the be-
ginning.  The health 

department does 
not have any further 
specific guidance 
for schools.  If the 
spread is happening 
in schools, we won’t 
see it yet.  It’s too ear-
ly. We have seen the 
spread in athletic sit-
uations, but it appears 
through contact trac-
ing that the spread 
happened through 
socializing, not on the 
field.  

If there is a pos-
itive in a classroom, 
what are the next 
steps for schools, was 
a question asked by 
Dr. Timmis.  Susan 
responded that the 
first step is to close 
the classroom the 
day after a positive 
test is received.  The 
health department 
will need time to 
conduct contact trac-
ing and determine if 
proper safety proto-
cols were in place and 
how intermingled the 
rest of the building 
was with that specif-
ic classroom.  Once 
good information is 
obtained, further rec-
ommendations will 
be given.  

Several people 
asked about rapid 

testing.  Susan ex-
plained that some 
urgent care facilities 
are using it, but that 
it is not being widely 
used in Washtenaw 
County yet.  Thus far 
rapid testing is not as 
reliable.  But Susan 
hopes that in the near 
future, it will become 
more readily available 
and reliable.  

A member of the 
audience asked a very 
good question, one 
I also wondered.  If 
someone is admit-
ted in a Washtenaw 
County hospital, who 
lives in Oakland, is 
that case counted as 
a Washtenaw County 
Case or an Oakland 
case?  Susan stated 
cases are reported 
by where the person 
lives.  So it would be 
an Oakland case, not 
a Washtenaw Coun-
ty case.  For current, 
up to date numbers, 
check on the health 
department website.  
Some CVS  locations 
are providing tests 
to people who meet 
CDC guidelines. To 
find out which loca-
tions are providing 
testing, even to those 
without insurance, 

check the CVS web-
site.  

The rest of the 
meeting was focused 
on Dr. Timmis trying 
to determine wheth-
er or not he needed 
a Board vote to make 
a decision regarding 
the timing of bring-
ing students back into 
the building.  The 
Board expressed full 
confidence in the ad-
ministration and the 
committee to plan for 
reopening to decide.  
From an outsider’s 
perspective, the dis-
trict has done an ex-
cellent job preparing 
for return to school 
and making solid de-
cisions with a focus 
on education and 
safety.   It makes sense 
to move forward 
when it is determined 
that it is as safe as 
possible, rather than 
waiting for a board 
vote.  The schools are 
closely examining the 
numbers each week 
and working on a 
decision on when to 
bring students back 
into the classrooms.  
No decision has been 
made yet.   



*Note: Dates and Times 
May Change*

Boys Varsity Football 
9/25/20 7:00pm (A) vs Adrian

10/2/20 6:00pm (A) vs Tecumseh HS

Girls Varsity Cross 
Country 

9/26/20 3:30pm (A) vs Ann Arbor Skyline
9/29/20 6:30pm (A) vs Chelsea HS

Boys Varsity Cross 
Country 

9/26/20 2:00pm (A) vs Ann Arbor Skyline 
9/29/20 4:45 pm (A) vs Chelsea HS

Girls Varsity Field Hockey 
9/28/20 5:30pm (H) vs Mercy HS

Girls Varsity Golf 
9/26/20 8:30am (H) vs Multiple Opponents

9/30/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents

Girls Varsity Swimming 
10/3/20 12:00pm (A) vs Multiple Opponents

Boys Varsity Tennis 
9/28/20 4:00pm (A) vs South Lyon East HS
9/30/20 8:00am (A) vs Multiple Opponents

Girls Varsity Volleyball 
9/29/20 7:00pm (H) vs Pinckney Community HS

10/3/20 8:00am (A) vs Multiple Opponents Bedford 
Varsity Invite
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DEXTER FOOTBALL 

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

DEXTER
DREADNAUGHTS 

SPORTS 
SCHEDULES

In a tough season 
opener with a rival op-
ponent Dexter fell 35-
12 at Chelsea. Dexter 
coach Phil Jacobs said 
it was a tough game.

Colin Parachek 
had 230 yards pass-

DEXTER 
STUMBLES

ing. Cole Cabana had 
100 yards of total of-
fense.

Players who 
shined on offense 
according to Jacobs 
were  Parachek and 
Cabana.

“Key players de-
fensive player was 

Blake Sislo (4 tackles, 
1 fumble recovery),” 
he said.

“We  are very 
young in a lot of posi-
tions - staringt 5 soph-
omores,” he said. “We 
play at Adrian next. 
They are a young team 
as well and improved 

from last season.”
Jacobs said youth 

hurt them in the loss. 
“Our  youth was ex-
posed by Chelsea,” he 
said. “The nice thing 
is we have six weeks 
to get better for the 
post-season.”

DEXTER BOYS SOCCER

Dexter soccer be-
gan the season on a 
positive note. They had 

DEXTER SOCCER 
WINS

three wins and a draw. 
Two of the wins were 
shutouts.

In week one the 
Dreads  beat Jackson 

5-3 and tied Tecumseh 
1-1.

Last week the lo-
cals beat Lincoln 6-0 
and Adrian 8-0. 

Goals and assists 
were scored by several 
different Dexter soccer 
stars.

This season high 
school football is a lot 
different perhaps more 
dangerous and differ-
ent than any point in 
history.

Limited fans, no 
bands and face masks 
being used all the time. 
Those are just a few of 
the new rules in place. 

Games being for-
feited because teams 
have players with 
COVID-19. Those 
games will not be made 
up and the score will 
be 1-0. Everyone mak-
ing the playoffs. This 
should be interesting 
during week one and 
two of the extra season.

This was not al-
ways the way things 

FOOTBALL SEASON 
BEGINS

were and I hope they 
don’t stay this way. I 
have gone to Opening 
Day for the football 
season for years. I al-
ways walk the sidelines 
and keep track of each 
play. It allows me more 
information to write 
my articles.

I remember tak-
ing my daughter to 
the games and walking 
with her. We would talk 
to each other and dis-
cuss football and life.

The games were so 
much fun with her. So 
many good memories. 
We would go to many 
different games in 
many places.

The team we saw 
the most was Belleville 
at their home field.

Coach Bob 

LaPointe and his staff 
were always so nice to 
my daughter and my-
self. They would go out 
of their way to make 
her feel special. They 
didn’t have to but I was 
always so pleased when 
they did.

She would also at-
tend more than just the 
first game of the sea-
son.

One time we 
watched Belleville play 
at Romulus. A fight 
broke out. We were 
with the Tigers on the 
sidelines.

The fight was in the 
stands and involved 
several people. The Bel-
leville coaches made 
sure we were safe and 
stayed where we were.

My son has seen 

games with me but 
not as many. He didn’t 
seem to like them as 
much. I even took him 
in a stroller to a Grosse 
Ile girls soccer match. 
He didn’t cry so maybe 
he liked soccer.

My wife has come 
to many events and 
taken several photos 
for various papers.

She has to be a pro-
fessional photographer 
by now.

I love going to high 
school sports events 
with my family.

I hope things re-
turn back to normal 
soon. Let us pray for a 
vaccine that everyone 
can take. God Bless 
and may the future be 
bright.

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com
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From Shop Dexter
A huge Thank You 

to Jinelle Sherry at 
Ruby's Makery on be-
half of the Dexter Li-
ons Club.. You are an 
incredible asset to the 
Dexter Community.

We’re so pleased 
to be able to sponsor 
this event again this 
year! Even though 
The Dexter Lions 

3rd Annual Scarecrow 
Contest Set to go Forward

Club annual Apple 
Daze festival will not 
be happening, we 
are working to safe-
ly bring you this part 
of the festival starting 
Oct. 8th

New this year:
• Online registra-

tion + viewing + vot-
ing! (You will still be 
able to view in person 
while social distanc-

ing.)
• Options to dis-

play your entry in 
Monument Park OR 
your downtown resi-
dence or business.

• A Scarecrow 
viewing map! You can 
view a map and walk 
or drive around town 
to see Scarecrows in 
person.

• A TEN day 

viewing + voting pe-
riod!

• Wood forms 
and hay bales will 
NOT be provided, 
but you can purchase 
your own bales at The 
Dexter Mill as well 
as several other loca-
tions around town. 
We’ll share a simple, 
affordable method 
for building a simple 

wood form soon. We 
hope you’ll consider 
participating in this 
year's event and sup-
porting The Dexter 
Lions Club!

Local Business-
es, Community Or-
ganizations, Dexter 
Residents, Families, 
and Individuals are 
invited to display a 
decorated scarecrow 

in downtown Dexter. 
Read more about the 
contest and register 
online at www.ruby-
talulastudio.com

*If your business 
would like to donate 
to our prize pool, 
please email us at ru-
bysmakery@gmail.
com.

Photos Courtesy of Shop Dexter
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 ➢ continued from page 1
increased cost of K-12 
and safely educating 
our students.  She stat-
ed there could be long 
lasting economic and 
job impact.  She wants 
to be sure there is job 
education for the new 
economy that is sure to 
rise from the pandem-
ic. Clean water and 
broadband are also her 
priorities right now.  

I asked if there was 

Interview with 
Incumbent State 

Rep Donna 
Lasinski

anything else she want-
ed to express to her 
constituents that we 
haven’t covered in the 
interview.  Donna stat-
ed that she’s, “So grate-
ful for the number of 
people who have en-
gaged on Facebook and 
Zoom town halls.”  She 
was happy they want-
ed to engage and stay 
engaged.  She’s grate-
ful to the businesses 
who have reached out 

and for the problem 
solving they’ve done 
together.  “The 52nd 
district showed its col-
ors and came together 
as a community, serv-
ing us well as we move 
forward during a pan-
demic.”   To learn more 
about Donna, you can 
go to her website: vot-
edonnalasinski.com 
or you can find her on 
Facebook under Don-
na Lasinski. 

Opinion Piece
Letter to the 

Editor
Dear editor,

I am writing to 
draw public atten-
tion to an ongoing 
issue within the Dex-
ter  community. With 
the upcoming elec-
tion, I want to make 
it easier for voters to 
access this relevant 
information.

As a Dexter par-
ent, I have a strong 
desire for our district 
to provide the highest 
standards in public 
education possible. 
Over the last couple 
of years, my interests 
and passions have led 
me to several Board of 
Education meetings. 
At these meetings I 
have become aware of 
how much of our dis-
trict resources (both 

time and money) are 
being spent needless-
ly as a result of the ac-
tions of Trustee Bar-
bara Read. As a result, 
I created a document 
that is a collection of 
public records per-
taining to the topic. 
The purpose of the 
document is to raise 
public awareness on 
Trustee Read's impact 
on our community. 
All of the informa-
tion in the document 
is public record and 
much of it is available 
right on the Dexter 
Community Schools 
website. I have merely 
gathered information 
pertaining to Trustee 
Read's actions in this 
one document. 

There has been 

speculation as to why 
I would spend hours 
of my free time re-
searching and then 
compiling a collection 
of public records out-
lining Trustee Barba-
ra Read's impact. My 
motivation is simple: 
the students of Dexter 
Community Schools 
deserve 100% of our 
available resources, as 
do the amazing teach-
ers I have met while 
volunteering in my 
students' classrooms. 
Our superintendent, 
administrators and 
school staff who work 
tirelessly day in and 
day out, as well as our 
Board of Education 
members deserve to 
do their job without 
unnecessary interfer-

ence. 
While some of the 

goals Trustee Read 
claims to strive for are 
admirable, the meth-
ods she uses have 
been extremely prob-
lematic.

I ask that you take 

time to educate your-
self about the five 
Dexter Board of Ed-
ucation candidates. 
There are three seats 
opening up. Let's fill 
them with the best 
that Dexter has to of-
fer. 

Sincerely,
Nina Plasencia
Dexter Parent
*This letter does 

not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of Dex-
ter Guardian*


