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Creekside Teacher 
Jane Montero Named 

Middle Level Art 
Educator of the Year

Congratulations to 
this year's Michigan 
Art Education Associ-
ation MIDDLE LEVEL 

ART EDUCATOR OF 
THE YEAR, Jane Mon-
tero. Jane has been the 
fifth and sixth-grade 
art teacher at Creekside 
Intermediate School in 

DEXTER’S TESSMER PLAYING 
BASEBALL AT A HIGH LEVEL 

AT A YOUNG AGE
By Terry Jacoby

Joey Tessmer has 
a simple yet inspir-
ing plan for the next 
two years at Dexter 
High School. “I plan 
on playing basket-
ball throughout high 
school but baseball I 
hope to be at the next 
level,” he says. “But 
I just want to enjoy 
playing with my high 

school friends and 
not put too much 
pressure on myself.”

Sounds like a 
plan. Sounds like a 
very good plan – and 
one that is working.

Tessmer was 
one of four Dread-
naughts named to 
the SEC White Divi-
sion All-Conference 

Photo By Terry Jacoby

DEXTER IMPROVES TO 3-1 
WITH BIG WIN OVER LINCOLN

By Terry Jacoby
Historically speak-

ing, Dexter left a few 
points on the score-
board – but it turns out 
they needed most of 
them in this one. Pre 
Coach Phil Jacobs, the 
Dexter history books 
aren’t too kind to the 
varsity football team, 
especially when it 
comes to a few teams 
(we will deal with Chel-
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Dexter since 2001. She 
also has served as the 
Department Chair for 
Special Areas at her 
school since 2008. Jane 
earned a Master’s de-
gree in Education from 
University of South-
ern California in 1991 
and has been teaching 
since 1989. The first 12 
years of Jane’s teaching 
career, she taught in 
her home state of Cal-
ifornia; however, the 
remaining years have 
been in Michigan. Jane 
is a 2019 graduate of 
NAEA’s School for Art 
Leaders and serves as 
the Elementary Divi-
sion Chairperson and 
a region liaison for 
MAEA.

After the initial 
Covid-19 school clo-
sure, Jane created 
two-minute short vid-
eos on the Elements 
of Art and Principles 
of Design for her stu-
dents to view from 
home. These videos 
inspired her to create 
how-to videos for her 

Creekside Teacher 
Jane Montero 

Named Middle 
Level Art Educator 

of the Year
newly created digi-
tal design curricu-
lum. She presented at 
Online Art Teachers 
K12 (OATK12) first 
summer profession-
al development in 
June 2020 and the San 
Antonio Museum of 
Art Summer Teach-
er Institute in August 
of 2020. Throughout 
the 2020-2021 school 
year, Jane presented 
at several virtual State 
conferences, including 
MAEA, VAEA, IAEA, 
WYAEA, and Missouri 
Art Education Associ-
ation. She was recent-
ly one of two keynote 
speakers at the second 
OATK12 summer pro-
fessional development 
conference. Jane’s in-
volvement in online 
art education and dig-
ital design continue to 
be her passion and she 
is excited to share her 
ideas with art educa-
tors across the globe.

Currently, Jane is a 
doctoral candidate in 
Educational Leader-
ship and Innovation at 

Concordia University 
Wisconsin (online). 
The title of her disser-
tation is Developing 
Empathy Through De-
sign Thinking in Ele-
mentary Art Education 
and will be defended in 
December. Jane pre-
sented her initial re-
search on this topic at 
last spring’s NAEA vir-
tual Research Pre-con-
ference. Pursue your 
passions and never 
stop learning are two 
of Jane’s mottos.

The Michigan 
Art Education Asso-
ciation’s art educator 
award program is de-
signed to focus pro-
fessional attention on 
quality art education 
and exemplary art ed-
ucators, to increase 
public awareness of the 
importance of quality 
art education, and to 
set standards for qual-
ity art education and 
show how they can be 
achieved. For more in-
formation, visit https://
www.miarted.org/.
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Great Place to 
Work® and Fortune 
magazine have honored 
Silver Maples of Chel-
sea Retirement Neigh-
borhood as one of the 
2021 Best Workplac-
es in Aging Services™. 
This is Silver Maples’ 
first time being named 
to this prestigious list, 
coming in at 17th place 
under the small to me-
dium senior housing 
category. Earning a spot 
on this list means that 
Silver Maples of Chel-

Fortune and Great Place to Work® 
Name Silver Maples of Chelsea One of the 
2021 Best Workplaces in Aging Services™

sea is one of the best 
companies to work for 
in the country. 

The Best Workplac-
es in Aging Services 
award is based on anal-
ysis of survey responses 
from more than 220,000 
current employees. In 
that survey, 88% of Sil-
ver Maples of Chelsea’s 
employees said Silver 
Maples is a great place 
to work. This number 
is 29% higher than the 
average U.S. company.

“This recognition 

by Fortune magazine 
is another opportunity 
to thank our staff for 
their commitment to 
excellence,” shares Ju-
lie Deppner, Executive 
Director/CEO  “Hav-
ing highly engaged em-
ployees has allowed us 
to continue to provide 
a positive and safe ag-
ing experience for our 
residents during the 
COVID pandemic.  I 
am so proud of the 
work we have done to 
create a vibrant culture 

for both our employees 
and our residents!”  Jo-
Anne Reynolds, Direc-
tor of Human Resourc-
es said, “Creating and 
sustaining an engaged 
workforce is something 
we work on every sin-
gle day!  We value the 
input our employees 
give on these surveys 
and use the results to 
create work plans and 
goals to improve our 
employee experience 
and workplace culture.  
This national award is 

yet another reason to 
celebrate and acknowl-
edge what an outstand-
ing, engaged team we 
have working at Silver 
Maples!”  

The Best Workplac-
es in Aging Services list 
is highly competitive. 
Great Place to Work, 
the global authority 
on workplace culture, 
selected the list using 
rigorous analytics and 
confidential employee 
feedback. Companies 
were only considered if 

they are a Great Place 
to Work-Certified™ or-
ganization.

Great Place to 
Work is the only com-
pany culture award in 
America that selects 
winners based on how 
fairly employees are 
treated. Companies are 
assessed on how well 
they are creating a great 
employee experience 
that cuts across race, 
gender, age, disability 
status, or any aspect of 
who employees are or 
what their role is.

“We are incredi-
bly proud of The Best 
Workplaces for Aging 
Services. They fought 
bravely and saved 
countless lives during 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” says Dr. Jac-
quelyn Kung, CEO of 
Activated Insights, the 
partner of Great Place 
to Work in senior care. 
“Years of research has 
shown how great work-
places contribute to 
lower employee turn-
over and better quality 
of life for seniors. These 
honored workplaces 
showcase the compas-
sion and stories behind 
the research. Our big-
gest congratulations 
and appreciation go to 
these awardees.”

To learn more 
about the workplace 
culture at Silver Maples 
of Chelsea, view our 
complete Great Place to 
Work profile. 

Pictured from Left to Right: Sarah Shugart, 
Faith in Action, Tabitha Lamb, Rachel 

Perrine, Thea Jensen, Ellery Geiselman, 
Cecelia Patierno, Jerry Black, Dexter Lions. 

Photos By:Alicia Jensen and Kari Stroschein. 

From: Kari 
Stroschein

A group of 6th 
Grade Dexter Girl 
Scouts recently com-
pleted their Bronze 
Award. This is the 
highest award a Junior 
Girl Scout can achieve. 
This small group proj-
ect must be completed 
with a minimum of 20 
hours. This take action 
project must be mea-
surable, sustainable 
and address the root 

Dexter Girl Scout Bronze Award - 
Faith In Action Pet Pantry

cause of a problem or 
need. This project en-
courages a long-term 
solution as well as col-
laborating and work-
ing with the commu-
nity. 

Through various 
meetings, fundraising 
efforts and working 
sessions, this group of 
girls created a Pet Pan-
try at Faith in Action 
that is available to any-
one within the com-
munity. (No financial 

need required). 
This past spring, 

Girl Scout Thea Jensen 
wanted to complete her 
Bronze Award. She in-
vited her friend, Rachel 
Perrine to join them 
and together with their 
moms, the girls had a 
small group that want-
ed to make the world 
a better place. In the 
end Ellery Geiselman, 
Tabitha Lamb and Ce-
celia Patierno joined 
Thea and Rachel to 
complete their project. 

This multi-step 
process included brain-
storming ideas, find-
ing a need within the 
community, reaching 
out to Sarah Shugart 
of Faith in Action and 
presenting their idea to 
her in order to partner 
with Faith in Action. A 
slideshow was created 
to present to the Dex-
ter Lions to assist with 
funding of the project 
and a donation drive 
was held to collect pet 
supplies. The girls cre-
ated a budget, shopped 
for supplies, creat-

ed instructions and a 
system for organizing 
their pet pantry items. 

The Pet Pantry is 
currently at Faith In 
Action at 7275 Joy 
Road in Dexter. It is 
available to the pub-
lic and anyone who 
needs items for their 
cat or dog. The com-
munity is encouraged 
to donate and deliver 
cat and dog supplies to 
help keep the shelves 
stocked. The pet pan-
try accepts new and 
gently used items such 
as: treats, toys, leashes, 
collars, food, cat litter, 
poop bags, potty mats, 
food bowls, shampoos 
and flea treatments 
and cat and dog beds. 
(Please no prescription 
medications). Drop off 
anytime during regular 
pantry hours, Wednes-
days from 12-7pm at 
Faith In Action, 7275 
Joy Road, Dexter. 

The Pet Pantry will 
be relocated to the new 
FIA location on Dan 
Hoey Road when con-
struction is complete. 
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Athletic Booster Club Of Dexter 
Continues To Score Big Points 

For All DHS Teams

The Athletic 
Booster Club of Dex-
ter (or ABCD) is a 
non-profit organi-
zation that has been 
supporting Dexter 
Community Schools 
for over 20 years.  
From field hockey 
to football to dance, 
basketball, and swim-

ming, there are 28 
athletic programs for 
girls and boys at Dex-
ter schools, and many 
teams also need to 
fundraise to pay for 
new equipment and 
uniforms for these 
programs.  ABCD 
provides additional 
support beyond the 
fundraising that indi-
vidual teams do every 
year.

During the 2020-
2021 school year, 
ABCD contributed 

over $14,000 to sup-
port Dexter athletes 
by:

• P r o v i d i n g 
$7,200 in direct con-
tributions to Dex-
ter teams, with each 
Dexter team receiv-
ing between $150 and 
$300; and

• Donating $7,000 
to the Dexter Ath-
letics’ Department 
to fund the school’s 
Hudl subscription, so 
that every interested 
Dexter team can have 

access to the Hudl 
video platform.

Since the year 
2000, ABCD has do-
nated over $600,000 
in direct funding 
and another $60,000 
in brick-and-mor-
tar projects to Dex-
ter Community 
Schools, and ABCD 
is also working on 
new efforts for the 
coming year, includ-
ing the new Rising 
Tide Awards!  Please 
consider supporting 
ABCD through fund-
raisers or by joining 
ABCD.

Here are some of 
the ways you can sup-
port Dexter Athletic 
Teams:

• Concessions will 
be back for the 2021-
2022 school year! 
ABCD will again be 
managing the Al Ritt, 
Soccer, and High 
School concessions 
stands, and volunteers 
will be masked while 
serving to attendees.  
Parents can check 
with your team’s con-
cessions manager for 
more information to 
volunteer and earn 
money for your ath-
lete’s team.

• R e c o g n i z e 
a Dexter Coach 
through ABCD’s new 
“Rising Tide” Staff 
Award. The Rising 
Tide Award can be 
given to a coach who 
has made a difference 

in an athlete’s life.  
There are individual 
donations of $50, $75, 
or $100 as well as cor-
porate donations, and 
coaches will be rec-
ognized during fall, 
winter, and spring 
sport seasons.  The 
Rising Tide Award is 
now available on AB-
CD’s website – check 
it out!

• You can support 
ABCD through Bus-
ch’s Cash for Educa-
tion Program.  Simply 
enroll on-line, identi-
fy the “Athletic Boost-
er Club of Dexter” as 
one of your organiza-
tions and earn money 
for ABCD every time 
you shop. For more 
information, see bus-
chs.com/community.

You can also join 
ABCD. Every Dexter 
athletic program can 
have an ABCD Rep-
resentative, and there 
are currently open-
ings for several teams 
as well as two open-
ings on the ABCD 
Board.  Parents who 

are interested in be-
coming a Represen-
tative should talk to 
their athlete’s coach 
or contact ABCD di-
rectly about joining 
the ABCD Board.

Parents, athletes, 
and fans make the 
ABCD a success as 
well as corporate 
sponsors.  ABCD 
thanks long-time 
sponsors — Busch’s 
Fresh Food Market 
and Classic Pizza — 
for their continuing 
support of Dexter 
Athletics, as well as 
Aubree’s Pizzeria and 
Grill in Dexter for 
sponsoring a success-
ful golf fundraiser 
for ABCD this sum-
mer.  Through ABCD, 
these sponsors and 
parent volunteers 
help Dexter athletes 
and the greater Dex-
ter community.

Check out AB-
CD’s website and 
Facebook page (at 
“Athletic Booster 
Club of Dexter”) for 
more information.

From: Cathy Muha
A group of Chel-

sea people will be 
presenting a two-part 
event looking at the 
history of Indigenous 
People in the Chelsea 
area as well as nation-
ally.

On Saturday, Oc-
tober 10 at 2:00 p.m. 
an acknowledgement 
of the native peo-
ple of this land will 
take place at the bor-
der-to-border trail-
head on N. Territorial 
Rd. near the Lyndon 
Township Hall. The 
inspiration to have 

Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day in

Chelsea
the ceremony there 
is the newly installed 
sculpture of a Na-
tive American wom-
an along the trail. 
People are invited to 
walk the trail before 
or after the land ac-
knowledgement and 
view the sculpture, 
titled “Dedicated to 
the Women Leaders 
of Michigan”. It is by 
artist John Daniel.

On Monday, Oc-
tober 11 at 6:30 p.m., 
Heather Bruegl, 
M.A. a member of 
the Oneida tribe of 
Stockbridge Munsee, 

WI, will speak on 
“A History of Native 
American Activism”. 
Heather is a Native 
American Historian 
and Director of Ed-
ucation of the Forge 
Project Fellowship. 
To register for this 
Zoom event, go to bit.
ly/NAactivism .

This event is spon-
sored by the Chelsea 
area One World One 
Family.

For questions, go 
to mailto:cathymu-
ha@sbcglobal.net.
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Planning Commis-
sion, City Council, and 
ZBA held a joint meet-
ing.   The master plan 
was updated and now 
the zoning ordinance 
needs to be updated.   
The final draft will 
not be in place until 
2022.  The point of the 
meeting is to review 
and understand form-
based zoning.  Rather 
than copying the or-
dinance, I encourage 
citizens interested in 
educating themselves 
to read through the 
packet at this link: 
https://www.dextermi.
gov/Boards_Commis-
sions/Planning_Com-
mission/2021/Pack-
ets/2021-09-20.joint.
mtg.packet.pdf.

Dexter City Council 
Joint Meeting

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Followed by a pre-
sentation, there was a 
pop quiz to see if at-
tendees understood 
the maps.   The next 
part of the meeting 
was a hands-on activ-
ity.   The people in at-
tendance had to break 
up into teams.  The 
teams needed to an-
swer questions based 
on sites in Dexter and 
fill out the worksheets.  

The groups had to 
identify what type of 
street, type of use, set 
back, and explain what 
the group would put 
there according to the 
district. 

Then the groups 
presented what they 
came up with for 
the specific property 
they were research-
ing.  Attendees had 

the opportunity to 
ask questions and ad-
dress any confusion.  
The attendees of the 
meeting were also able 
to offer input and po-
tential changes they’d 
like to see made.  The 
lot size was discussed 
as well as the size of 
blocks.   Because this is 
not a final draft, there 
are still unresolved is-
sues needing to be ad-
dressed.  Members of 
the groups expressed 
how favorable they 
were of moving to-
ward form-based and 
what they needed to 
vote favorably.  

Form-based code 
makes an area a vibrant 
walkable downtown.  
It is community build-
ing and form making. 
There is more work to 
be completed.  If you’d 
like a say of the future 
of Dexter, its look and 
feel, you should study 
the potential changes 
to the code and pro-
vide feedback as the 
opportunity arises. 
Part of the process will 
include public hear-
ings and the oppor-
tunity to express your 
opinion.   Form-based 
code seems to be the 
direction of city plan-
ning, it’s a major shift 
in how planning has 
been done in the past.

Bill Christen and Dart Driver at Bin Site 2021. 

Western Washtenaw Recycling Authority 
(WWRA) will host a third Foam Recycle 

Weekend on September 24-26, 2021

From: Shawn Personke
“The turnout and 

feedback from our com-
munity has been very 
positive,” said WWRA 
volunteer William 
Christen. “So many 
people told us they were 
so happy that we were 
collecting foam and that 
they hoped we’d do it 
again.”

DART Container 
said that WWRA col-
lected over 1500 pounds 
of clean, acceptable 

Dart truck at bin site 2021.

foam at the summer 
collection events.

Christen, who had 
been collecting foam in 
his garage for the past 
two years and then de-
livering to DART Con-
tainer, has a keen idea 
on what is and is not 
considered #6 foam.

"For most of us, it 
is food containers; egg 
cartons; cups; packag-
ing that comes with fur-
niture, appliances, com-
puters; and coolers for 

medicine and Omaha 
Steaks,” said Christen.

“It is not packing 
peanuts, the thin, flex-
ible foam sheeting that 
is used for packaging, 
foam wrapped in plastic 
or tape used in pack-
aging, the light blue 
construction foam that 
carries the brand name 
‘Styrofoam,’ nor the 
foam that has a layered 
appearance and does 
not break or crumble.”

Foam can be trans-
ported to the collection 
site in any container.  
Volunteers will assist 
in identifying the foam 
that can be recycled.

Items not accepted 
are building insulation 
boards and packing 
peanuts. These materi-
als can be taken to Re-
cycle Ann Arbor on 
Ellsworth.

Hours for the event 
are Friday, Sept. 24, 
Noon to 7 p.m.; Satur-
day, Sept. 25, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m.; Sunday, Sept. 26, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The foam that 
DART Container, a 
manufacturer of  food 
and beverage packaging 
items, collects through 
these drives through-
out Michigan is sold it 
to other companies that 
make picture frames, 
interior molding, pens, 
rulers and foam pack-
aging out of recycled 
foam.

Photo By Aimee Bingham Osinski
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DEXTER GIRLS TRACK & FIELD

DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
NOSE BLEEDS, LAVA ROCKS, 
CRUTCHES AND TOM BRADY

So it’s been three 
and a half months since 
I fractured my tibia af-
ter jumping off the roof 
of my shed.

I know, who does 
such a stupid thing? 
Well, I did. And it’s cost 
me my entire summer. 
Ever since jumping off 
the roof of my shed, I’ve 
been on crutches and 
couch-ridden.

These past three 
and a half months being 
injured and hobbling 
around on crutches has 

given me a new perspec-
tive on life. No, nothing 
too Walden Pond-ish 
deep, just mundane, 
ordinary thoughts and 
feelings I’ve realized 
since fracturing my 
tibia and spending way 
too much time recuper-
ating on my couch. I’ve 
come to the conclusion 
during my injury-filled, 
crutches-using hiatus 
there are certain things 
I miss doing. Just ran-
dom, everyday type 
things, but nonetheless 
things I miss doing post 
injury.

I miss mowing my 
lawn.

Thankfully my 
neighbor has been nice 
enough to mow my 
lawn for me all summer. 
He actually does a bet-
ter job than I do — my 
lawn has never looked 
better — but I miss be-
ing outside doing yard 

work. I know, I’m weird.
I miss getting my 

hands dirty and work-
ing outside, whether 
it’s weeding, edging, 
planting or digging — 
I’m itching to get back 
out there. I had such 
big plans for this sum-
mer. I was going to buy 
30 bags of lava rocks 
and put them down 
in my beds all around 
my house, plus I was 
going to plant multi-
ple shrubs, bushes and 
flowers. After jumping 
down off my shed’s roof, 
all those plans were put 
aside.

I miss doing home 
improvement projects.

I had an entire list 
of projects to do around 
the house this summer. 
You’d be amazed at how 
difficult doing anything 
on crutches can be. I 
planned to install shut-
ters around all of my 

home’s windows this 
summer. Yeah, not hap-
pening on crutches un-
less I want to break my 
other leg. I had caulk-
ing and cement work 
I needed to do all over 
my house and driveway 
area. Nope, not gonna 
happen balancing on 
one leg. I was going to 
paint my lovely shed 
whose roof I jumped 
off, as well. No way, ain’t 
getting done on crutch-
es.

I miss working out.
Granted I’m not a 

freak, but I’ve always 
tried to stay some-
what fit and in shape, 
though the large pizza 
and two-liter of Pepsi 
I have delivered every 
weekend doesn’t help 
my waistline. I’m just 
sayin... But I used to 
workout and do some 
sort of physical activity 
at least four or five days 

a week pre-injury. Now, 
I do a few stretches and 
a couch push-up or two 
and call it a day. Now-
adays since my inju-
ry, I get exhausted and 
actually work up quite 
a lather simply going 
from my couch to the 
bathroom and back on 
my crutches. I’m so out 
of shape.

Finally, I miss sit-
ting in my recliner. I 
love that chair. My re-
cliner is my “sports 
chair.” For every big 
sporting event or game, 
pre-injury, I would al-
ways settle into my re-
cliner for some serious 
sports-watchin’. Now, I 
have to sit up straight 
with my leg elevated on 
my couch. It’s not the 
same. My couch is so far 
away from the TV and 
all the sports action. 
It’s like sitting in the 
“nose-bleed section.” 

My recliner is inches 
from the TV — it’s like 
I’m in the huddle with 
Tom Brady. But sadly, 
my recliner is the size 
of a small SUV and just 
getting into and out of 
it is like grappling with 
a Grizzly bear. With 
one good leg, I’d tear 
my achilles or twist my 
back like a pretzel try-
ing to lift myself out of 
it.

So sitting on the 
couch is my only op-
tion.

Woe is me.
I miss life without 

crutches.
I miss being in 

the huddle with Tom 
Brady.

Why did I jump off 
my shed’s roof?

My nose is bleed-
ing.

Can someone get 
me a tissue?

DEXTER VOLLEYBALL

By: Paula Palmer 
Burns

In a conference 
match that was post-
poned a day due to a 
fluke power outage at 
DHS - Dexter wins 3-1 
in SEC Red play 22-25, 
25-21, 27-25, 25-17!

After a slow start 
through the  first set, 
Dexter focused on 

DEXTER VOLLEYBALL UPSETS 
SALINE IN FOUR SETS

building momentum 
to carry into the next.   
Concentrating on key 
transitions to score 
consistently, we con-
trolled the second set.   
Dropped behind in 
the third set and made 
adjustments to de-
fense in order to battle 
back and win in extra 
points.  

Dexter controlled 
the fourth set from the 
first service with Braedy 
Wineman serving 
8 straight points.   
Dreadnaughts  never 
looked back.   We 
focused on keeping the 
serve and competing 
when we were out of 
system in our offense.   
We also focused on 

keeping Saline out of 
system to prevent their 
strong hitters from 
scoring consistently on 
us.

We were focused 
on working together 
through every con-
tact, communicat-
ing  through every 
transition, and moving 
forward from  any er-

ror.  We knew trusting 
each other and leaning 
on the strength of our 
mindset would lead to 
success.

Leaders on the day 
- Junior setter, Braedy 
Wineman with 43 as-
sists, 14 digs, and 6 
kills.

Senior, outside hit-
ter Anna Creech with 
15 kills, 22 digs, and 2 
blocks.

Senior, outside hit-
ter Jamie Geise with 20 
kills and 15 digs.

Senior, opposite 
hitter Avery Goodrich 
with 12 kills, and 15 
digs.

Middle blockers 
Senior Hanna Quinn 
and Junior Mikah Sa-
lemi led the defence 
with a phenomenal 
presence at the net 
putting Saline's  hitters 
at a disadvantage.

New addition, ex-
change student Veron-
ica Sannino contribut-
ed 20 digs on the night 
as libero.

DEXTER WINS SEC LEAGUE 
MEET; JOSIE METTES SETS 
SCHOOL RECORD IN POLE 

VAULT

By Terry Jacoby
The Dexter girls’ 

track and field team 
competed at the SEC 
Conference Champi-

onships on Friday at 
Ypsilanti Lincoln High 
School. The Dread-
naughts crossed the 
finish line in first place 

with 153 points and 
a track full of strong 
performances.

Chelsea finished 
second with 133.5 

points while Pinckney 
was third with 122.5. 
Lincoln was fourth 
(99), Tecumseh fifth 
(78.5), Jackson sixth 
(22) and Adrian sev-
enth (18.5).

In the girls’ pole 
vault, Dexter senior 
Josie Mettes set a Dex-
ter school-record with 
her first-place finish. 
Her vault of 12-8 was 
not only a Dexter re-
cord, but also leads the 
entire state.

Her sister, Sophie 
Mettes, took 2nd and 
is ranked No. 2 in the 
state.

Other top finishers 
were Gracie Burns 3rd 
in the 200m and 400m 
and Ashley Mitchell 
took 2nd in the 800m.

In the 1600m, 

Hannah McCo-
mas took 3rd and a 
2nd place finish in the 
3200m, while team-
mate Amanda McGill 
won the 3200, and Ab-
igail Fox was 4th.

McGill and Mitch-
ell were also part of 
the winning 4x800m 
relay, along with 
Dreadnaughts Me-
gan O’Day, and Kate 
Varitek. Finishing the 
running events was a 
2nd place finish in the 
4x400m relay with Ta-
tara, Mitchell, Hannah 
Berenson, and Burns.

Dexter’s girls 
dominated then field 
events. Besides the 
Mettes sisters going 1 
and 2 in the pole vault, 
Dexter finished with 
3 more places, taking 

3rd, 5th, and 8th with 
Makenzie Stock, Ab-
igail Van Noord, and 
Izabella Behnke re-
spectively.

In the discus, se-
nior Abby Marek 
took the top spot, fol-
lowed by junior Katie 
Krueger in 2nd, and 
Sophomore Lily Trin-
kle taking 5th.

The high jump saw 
a 2nd and 3rd place 
finish by seniors Haley 
Craig, and Abigail Van 
Noord.

All photos are tak-
en by Terry Jacoby. 
For more photos vis-
it: https://welovedex-
ter.com/2021/05/17/
g i r l s - t r a c k - j o s i e -
mettes-sets-school-re-
cord-in-pole-vault/.
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DEXTER’S TESSMER PLAYING BASEBALL 
AT A HIGH LEVEL AT A YOUNG AGE

baseball team this 
past season after Dex-
ter went 25-9-2 on 
the season and won 
the SEC White (The 
Dreads lost to How-
ell 10-5 in a District 
final). Only a sopho-
more, Tessmer played 
the outfield and bat-
ted a solid .350 for 
Dexter.

Tessmer also ex-
cels on the basketball 
court and spent his 
sophomore season 
on the JV team. “Bas-

ketball this past year 
really was a struggle 
because it was a short 
season and every oth-
er week our games 
were canceled be-
cause of COVID con-
tact tracing,” he said. 
“Our team started 
off with a losing re-
cord but we just kept 
playing hard and our 
coach didn’t give up 
on us and we finished 
strong.”

But it’s on the dia-
mond where he really 
shines.

“Baseball is for 
sure my main sport, 
and I hope to keep 
working to potential-
ly play at the next lev-
el,” he says. “I enjoy 
how baseball is more 
a relaxed, low key 
game compared to a 
faster game like bas-
ketball or football.”

Tessmer said the 
Dreadnaughts were 
successful in baseball 
because they didn’t 
back down from any-
one and worked hard 
to improve from the 

first pitch to the final 
out. The 2021 Dreads 
came within one 
game of the school 
record for most wins 
in a season.

“We challenged 
ourselves by going 
out and playing top 
ranked teams in the 
state, and we often 
won or competed 
with them,” he says. 
“As a team there were 
always guys putting in 
extra work. Coming 
early and swinging in 
the cages or staying 

after to field ground-
ers or to work on 
pitching. Everybody 
simply just wanted to 
get better.”

Tessmer didn’t get 
to play his freshman 
season because of the 
pandemic shutdown 
but takes a positive 
spin on a difficult sit-
uation. “It was very 
tough and disheart-
ening, but it puts into 
perspective that you 
can’t take any mo-
ment on the field for 
granted.”

Joey, 16, is the son 
of Steven and Lisa 
Tessmer. He also hits 
it out of the park in 
the classroom (he has 
a 3.9 GPA).

He started playing 
t-ball at a very young 
age and “always loved 
the challenge that 
the game offers and 
hanging with your 
teammates all day.”

“It’s just a great 
atmosphere and com-
munity,” he says.

sea later in the season).
Lincoln defeated 

Dexter on the grid-
iron seven consecutive 
times heading into the 
2018 season. Then the 
Dreadnaughts flipped 
the script and they did it 
by putting up huge (and 
very similar) numbers 
on the offensive end.

In 2018, Dexter 
beat the Railsplitters 
48-42 and reached the 
playoffs. The following 
year, Dexter won 49-43 
in a crazy shootout and 
again the Dreadnaughts 
reached the postsea-
son. Last year, Dexter 
defeated Lincoln twice 
– 49-19 in the regular 
season and 56-28 in the 
first round of the play-
offs in a year everyone 
reached the postseason.

DEXTER IMPROVES TO 3-1 
WITH BIG WIN OVER LINCOLN

So when the two 
SEC rivals kicked 
off on a perfect Fri-
day night for football 
no one was surprised 
when the scoreboard 
started lighting up like 
Fourth of July week-
end. It wasn’t exactly 
last team with the ball 
wins, but the Dread-
naughts dominated the 
fourth quarter to turn a 
one-point lead (35-34) 
into a 10-point victory 
(44-34). The 44 points 
were the  fewest  Dexter 
scored against the Rails 
in the last five meetings.

While it was only 
week four, it was al-
most a must win for a 
team hoping to reach 
the playoffs for a fourth 
consecutive year. After 
this week’s game with 
0-4 Pioneer, the Dread-

naughts (3-1) face a 
challenging stretch 
– Huron (3-1), Mon-
roe (2-2), Saline (4-0) 
and Chelsea (4-0). The 
Dreadnaughts would 
love to have that sixth 
win locked up before 
Saline and Chelsea.

Dexter locked up 
a quick start against 
the Railsplitters. Junior 
Cole Cabana ran 32 
yards to give the visi-
tors an early 7-0 lead 
in the first quarter. Lin-
coln answered with an 
8-yard run to tie the 
score at 7-7.

A wild second 
quarter would feature a 
combined 35 points.

Braeden Fuson 
ran a score in from 10 
yards and then caught 
a 6-yard TD pass from 
Cal Bavineau to put 

Dexter ahead 21-7. The 
Railsplitters turned a 
Dexter turnover into 
points when they ran 
back a fumble recovery 
80 yards to cut the defi-
cit to 21-14.

Bavineau answered 
with a 39-yard TD pass 
to Fuson to push Dexter 
ahead 28-14. But Lin-
coln came right back 
and scored on a 30-yard 
TD pass to make it 28-
21 at halftime.

The Rails tied 
the score at 28-28 on 
a 53-yard TD play 
in the third quarter. 
Dexter regained the 
lead – momentarily – 
on a 15-yard TD run by 
Cabana. Lincoln came 
right back and scored 
on an 82-yard kickoff 
return. But Dexter’s 
Devon Emrick blocked 

the extra point to keep 
the Dreads in the lead at 
35-34.

The Dreadnaughts 
put the game away in 
the fourth quarter.

Dexter picked up 
two points on a safety 
when Lincoln’s punt at-
tempt went out of the 
back of the end zone. 
And Bavineau ran it 
into the win column 
with a 4-yard TD run to 
make it 44-34.

Devon Durliat de-
livered all the extra 
points for Dexter.

On the defensive 
side of the ball for Dex-
ter, Nate Baughman 
and Gerzon Herder 
each had two intercep-
tions. Brock Komarmi 
had a blocked punt and 
Shawn White recorded 
a sack.

Bavineau, the se-
nior quarterback who 
moved over this year 
to behind center after 
playing receiver last 
season, was 28 of 37 
passing for 296 yards 
and two touchdowns – 
an no interceptions.

Cabana was the 
work horse on the 
ground for Dexter. He 
carried the ball 35 times 
for 158 yards and two 
scores.

Fuson had 13 
catches for 166 yards 
and two scores. Bren-
nan Parachek had four 
catches for 35 yards and 
Wyatt Novara had four 
catches for 30 yards. 
Cabana (33 yards) and 
Ty Rychener (27 yards) 
each had three catch-
es and Cole Darby had 
one catch for five yards.

DREADNAUGHTS RUN THIRD AT SEC 
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS

DEXTER BOYS TRACK & FIELD

By Terry Jacoby
The Dexter boys’ 

track and field team 
competed at the SEC 
Conference Cham-
pionships on Friday 
at Ypsilanti Lincoln 
High School. The 
Dreadnaughts fin-
ished third overall 
with 114.5 points and 
a track full of strong 
performances.

Pinckney finished 

first with 165.5 points 
while Chelsea was sec-
ond with 146. Adrian 
was fourth (83), Lin-
coln fifth (59), Te-
cumseh sixth (30) and 
Jackson seventh (20).

The boys were led 
by sophomore Cole 
Cabana who won 
the 100m dash with 
a time and person-
al best of 10.86, and 
a 2nd place finish for 

Nathan Gariepy in the 
400m of 50.83.

Senior Conor Kol-
ka was the top distance 
runner taking 4th and 
8th in the 1600m and 
3200m respectively.

Dexter finished 
2nd in the 4x400m 
Relay with Wilson 
Kasischke, Cabana, 
Micah Davis, and 
Gariepy; and took the 
top spot in the 4x100m 
Relay with Cabana, 
Nathan Biggs, Davis, 
and Cole Sheldon.

Sheldon had a 
busy day. As well as 
being on the winning 
4×100, he won the 
Long Jump at 18-8 
and the pole vault, 
clearing a personal 
best of 15-6 and being 

the top vaulter in the 
state.

Senior Noah 
Schultz was runner 
up at 14-6, and Dexter 
added a 4th place spot 
by Clark Sheldon at 
12-0.

Micah Davis also 
won the High Jump 
with a leap of 6-0, and 
in the Shot Put Dexter 
added a 3rd place spot 
by James Livingston 
at 43-2.5, and a 5th by 
Danny Gilbert at 39-9.

Dexter will be 
competing at the Di-
vision 1 Regionals this 
Friday at Saline.

Top Dexter Per-
formers: BOYS: 
100m. 1. Cole Cabana 
(10) 10.86 (PR); 8. 
Tyler Valle (10) 11.86 

(PR) 
200m. 5. Tyler Valle 
(10) 26.14; 7. Cole 
Cabana (10) 27.11 
400m. 2. Nathan 
Gariepy (12) 50.83 
(PR); 5. Wilson 
Kasischke (12) 
53.73 (PR); 8. Jonny 
Adamczyk (11) 53.39 
(PR) 
1600m. 4. Conor Kol-
ka (12) 4:32.02 (PR) 
3200m. 8. Conor Kol-
ka (12) 10:05.00 
4x100m 1. Dexter 
44.36 (C. Cabana, 
Nathan Biggs, Micah 
Davis, Cole Sheldon) 
4x200m. 5. Dexter 
1:37.77 (Zach Zeitu-
nian, Trevor Sullivan, 
Quentin Hurdle, 
Devon Durliat) 
4x400m 2. Dexter 

3:28.52 (W. Ka-
sischke, C. Cabana, 
M. Davis, N. Gariepy) 
Shot Put 3. James 
Livingston (11) 43-2.5 
(PR); 5. Danny Gil-
bert (11) 39-9 (PR) 
Discus 8. James Liv-
ingston (11) 109-1 
High Jump 1. Micah 
3.Davis (10) 6-0 (PR); 
7. Keaton Mur-
phy-Walsted 5-4 
Pole Vault 1. Cole 
Sheldon (11) 15-6 
(PR); 2. Noah Schultz 
(12) 14-4; 4T Clark 
Sheldon (9) 12-0 
Long Jump 1. Cole 
Sheldon (11) 18-8; 6. 
Quentin Hurdle (12) 
16-10.75 (PR)
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From: Matt 
Pegouskie

5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation is accept-
ing proposals for re-
gional interventions 
that address isolation, 
food access, and/or 
physical activity op-
portunities in the 5 
Healthy Towns service 
area (Chelsea, Dexter, 
Grass Lake, Manches-
ter, and Stockbridge.)  
Up to $500,000 will be 
made available over 
the next three years to 
support interventions 
that will have a strong, 
positive impact on 
the listed focus areas 
by changing system 
through Connectivi-
ty, Engagement, Opti-
mism and Resiliency. 

The purpose of 
this RFP is to partner 
with the community 
to make a positive im-
pact on the listed focus 
areas through pro-
grams that are either 
best practices, recom-
mended for success, or 
innovative ideas that 
have a strong chance 
of success.  

Applicants will use 

5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation issues 

Request for Proposal 
for Regional Planning

the attached document 
to provide a brief ex-
planation of what they 
plan to accomplish 
with their regional 
proposal.  Interested 
parties can find a RFP 
worksheet, glossary 
of terms, and sample 
CSI scorecard at ww-
w.5healthytowns.org/
regional-grant-appli-
cations/

Successful applica-
tions will: 

a) Include at least 
three of the 5 Healthy 
Towns service areas.

b) Address at least 
one of the three fo-
cuses (isolation, food 
access and physical 
activity opportunities) 
while building around 
5HF’s Pillars of Eat 
Better, Move More, 
Connect with Others 
in Healthy Ways, and 
Avoiding Unhealthy 
Substances.

c) Provide evi-
dence that the pro-
posed intervention ties 
to Isolation, Food Ac-
cess, and/or Physical 
Activity Opportuni-
ties through local data.  
Applicants can use 
data sources found at 
onebigconnection.org/
facts-figures or other 
local data sources.

d) Have an evalua-
tion strategy that uses 
SMART goals to deter-
mine success.

e) Incorporate the 
principles of Connec-
tivity, Engagement, 
Optimism, and/or Re-
siliency.

f) Have a plan for 
continuation/sustain-
ability of the proposal 
when funding ends 
from 5HF.

g) Identify 
501c3(s) to serve as a 
fiscal agent.

h) Define how the 
application incorpo-
rates individuals or 
populations whose ex-
periences are different.

i) Include a budget 
outline.

Items not generally 
funded by 5HF include 
medical services, debt 
reduction, endowment 
building, and annual 
appeals. 

Proposals will be 
reviewed by 5HF’s 
Committee for Stra-
tegic Impact (CSI), 
and successful pro-
posals will be invited 
to complete a grant 
application.  Propos-
als should be sent to 
matt@5healthytowns.
org and lori@5healthy-
towns.org by October 
15th for consideration 
at the October CSI 
meeting.  Subsequent 
application deadlines 
are November 8th and 
December 12th. 

From: Amy Rotter
After a decade 

of transformation-
al leadership that has 
reshaped St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea and 
the community, hos-
pital President Nancy 
Graebner-Sundling 
announced today that 
she plans to retire in 
March of next year, 
capping a 48-year ca-
reer in health care. A 
succession planning 
process has been initi-
ated to ensure a seam-
less transition of lead-
ership.

Since her appoint-
ment in 2012, Graeb-
ner-Sundling has led 
several historic en-
hancements that sig-
nificantly improved 
services for Chelsea 
and the surrounding 
communities. The hos-
pital also has amassed 
national awards from 
Press Ganey, Leap-
frog safety rankings, 
CMS Five Star, Health-
grades, Newsweek and 
IBM Watson during 
her tenure.  

“We are grateful 
for the level of success 
that Nancy and her 
team have achieved at 
St. Joseph Mercy Chel-
sea over the years,” said 
Rob Casalou, Presi-
dent and CEO, Trin-
ity Health Michigan 
& Southeast Regions. 
“Nancy has provided 
steadfast leadership 
during periods of tre-
mendous growth and 
enormous challenges."  

A central accom-
plishment was the ne-
gotiation and imple-
mentation of a joint 
venture agreement 
with Michigan Med-
icine in 2018. "Nancy 
was instrumental in 
forging our successful 
joint venture to expand 
access to services in 
Chelsea and surround-
ing communities,” said 
Jeff Desmond, MD, 
Chelsea JV Board Pres-
ident, Chief Medical 
Officer, Associate Pro-

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea 
Announces Retirement of  

President Nancy Graebner-
Sundling in March 2022

fessor, Department of 
Emergency Medicine, 
University of Michigan 
Health. “Her passion 
for excellence and pro-
found compassion for 
patients and the entire 
community of Chelsea 
will leave a lasting im-
pact.”  

During her time as 
president, Nancy has 
led the completion of 
a two-story Atrium 
facility expansion that 
enhanced the Emer-
gency Department 
and enabled expanded 
therapies, diagnostic 
imaging departments, 
renovation of the lab, 
pharmacy and sleep 
center. That was fol-
lowed by completion 
of the Comprehensive 
Cancer Program along 
with the expansion of 
the surgical depart-
ment, growing inpa-
tient rehab capabilities, 
adding the Michigan 
Medicine Hospitalist 
Service, which made it 
possible to treat high-
er acuity patients. Re-
cently, the short stay 
unit was renovated at 
the Courtyard East pa-
tient care unit and the 
hospital is working to 
establish a 24/7 urgent 
care unit in the Emer-
gency Department this 
fall.  

The community 
hospital has added or 
expanded services in-
cluding urology sur-
gery, bariatrics, mini-
mally invasive/robotic 
surgeries, endocrine, 
plastics and colorectal 
surgeries, and care for 
more serious condi-
tions.

“It has been the 
honor of my life to be 
part of a decade of re-
markable growth for 
our hospital, with ev-
ery action focused on 
improving the quality 
of patient care,” said 
Graebner-Sundling. 
"As a team, we have 
worked together to 
open up more services 
people need close to 
home –– all in a com-
fortable, beautiful 
campus setting.” 

A respected lead-
er in Chelsea, Graeb-
ner-Sundling has 

served on the boards 
of Washtenaw Coun-
ty Community Mental 
Health, Chelsea State 
Bank, Chelsea Senior 
Center, St. Louis Cen-
ter Residential Facility, 
Five Healthy Towns 
Foundation, Chelsea 
Chamber of Com-
merce and she served 
many more organiza-
tions. In recognition 
of her hospital leader-
ship and service to the 
community, in 2020 
she was named Chel-
sea Citizen of the Year 
by the Chelsea Cham-
ber of Commerce, and 
Chelsea State Bank 
Woman of the Year.  

“Nancy’s positive 
approach and consis-
tent strength in adapt-
ing to a remarkably 
high pace of change 
in caring for those we 
serve will stand as the 
benchmark for years to 
come. From pandem-
ics to organizational 
responsibilities to joint 
ventures - her em-
phasis on meeting the 
needs of colleagues and 
patients sets her apart,” 
said Jason Lindauer, 
Chelsea Local Board 
President,  Senior Vice 
President, Wealth 
Management Advisor, 
The Lindauer Group, 
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, 
Fenner & Smith Inc.   
“Throughout her ten-
ure, Nancy’s extraordi-
nary ability to consider 
the input of all con-
cerned led to the bet-
terment of the hospital 
and community.”
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Wednesdays at 10:30 
am on Facebook Live
September 29 – 
November 17
Toddlers and 
Preschoolers 

Visit the library 
from your living 
room! Ms. Krista will 
be singing familiar 
songs, telling stories, 
and demonstrating 
fun action rhymes ev-
ery week on Wednes-

Fall Virtual Story Times From 
Dexter District Library

day at 10:30 am.
Bob-a-loo – 
Preschool Movement 
Program

Saturday, Septem-
ber 18

Session 1 – 9:30-
10:15 

(check-in from 
9:15-9:30)

Session 2 – 10:30-
11:15 

(check-in from 
10:15-10:30)

Children ages 2 – 
6 can gallop like a gi-
raffe, balance on one 
foot like a flamingo 
or sprint across the 
African savanna like 
a cheetah. Join Bob-a-
loo, a preschool move-
ment program, where 
children build heart & 
body strength, & learn 
how good it feels to eat 
healthy as we explore 
the Farmers Market. 
Each family of a reg-
istered child will re-
ceive a $10 gift card 
to use at the Farmers 
Market on the day of 
the event.   This is an 
outside event, held 
in-person, at the Li-
brary. There will be 
two sessions for this 
program. Registration 
is required. Please 

only register for one 
session.
Elephant & Piggie 
Craft & Activity 
Bags
Take & Make Crafts 
for Kids of All Ages
Monday, September 
20 – Sunday, 
September 26
For kids of all ages

No registration re-
quired

While supplies last
Limit 5 per family

Mad Science – Spy 
Academy

Saturday, Septem-
ber 25

Session 1 – 
10:00am-11:00am

Session 2 – 
11:30am-12:30pm

Look out 007—
the Mad Science Spy 
Academy is in ses-

sion! Become a Mad 
Science secret spy 
and take a fascinating 
journey through the 
world of detection, fo-
rensics and classified 
information. Learn 
code language to send 
secret messages as 
part of your mission. 
Children will make 
their own Secret Code 
Breaker™ to commu-

nicate stealthily at 
home, like real spies.   
This program is for 
children in grades K 
through 5. Registra-
tion is required.  Space 
is limited. There will 
be two sessions for 
this program. Please 
only register for one 
session. This program 
will be held in-person.
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