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Interview with Brian Arnold: 
Candidate for Dexter Board 

of Education Trustee

I had the opportu-
nity to interview Bri-
an Arnold, a caandi-
date for Dexter Board 
of Education Trustee.  
We met on the B2B 
trail for a socially dis-
tant interview.  

I started by find-
ing out why Brian de-
cided to run.  Brain 
explained that he has 
been in Dexter for 4 
years.  He and his wife 
selected the town pri-
marily on the strength 
of the schools.  His 

youngest child is in 
third grade and he 
plans on being in the 
district for a while.  
After living here for 
four years, he’s had 
time to get to know 
members of the com-
munity. He believes 
that he has the time 
to dedicate to the 
BOE and he has a 
background that will 
help him be an asset.  
I asked him about his 
background.  Brian is 
an attorney.  When 
he lived in Chicago, 
he worked for a big 
law firm as a litiga-
tor.  This experience 
required he examines 
all sides of all issues, 
which is very useful 
for someone making 
decisions that impact 
the entire district.  He 
is currently an in-
house attorney for 
Henry Ford, a large 
nonprofit health sys-
tem.  He’s worked on 
patient rights, em-
ployee rights, tech, 
and regulatory issues.  
They are all potential 
issues about which a 
Board member might 
have to make s de-
cision.  His experi-
ence and knowledge, 
though not in edu-

cation, per se, are in-
valuable to the board.   
He’s also on the board 
of a local technolo-
gy start-up and was 
previously a partner 
at a large firm in Ann 
Arbor and has ex-
perience working in 
groups for a greater 
goal, and can navigate 
financials, policies, 
and procedures.  

Through chatting 
with Brian, it became 
clear his inspiration 
to be involved in ed-
ucation and help en-
sure the future suc-
cess of all children 
in the Deter district.   
Brian lovingly reflect-
ed on his grandfather, 
a PhD, and a lifelong 
educator.  His grand-
father’s example clear-
ly had a great impact 
on him.  He explains 
that his grandfather 
was a teacher with 
the Flint school dis-
trict and retired from 
the Mott Foundation.  
Brian added that he 
grew up in the halls 
of schools and on the 
campus of Mott Com-
munity College.  “The 
importance and love 
of education has been 
instilled in me since I 

Interview With 
Harley Rider, Dexter 

Supervisor Incumbant
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Harley has been 
a Washtenaw County 
resident his whole life 
and moved to Dexter 
in 1978.  He spent 38 
years in law enforce-
ment, as a Washtenaw 

County Sheriff, and 
at the Huron-Clin-
ton Metroparks as 
Chief Ranger and 
commander with the 
Metroparks police 
department. Harley is 
a longstanding mem-
ber of the community 

and has been a part 
of public service for 
many years.

I started by ask-
ing Harley, why he 
decided to run again.  
He explained that he 
enjoys being able to 
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From Shop Dexter
Congratulations to 

Carrie Anderson, own-
er of Morning Star. This 
year marks Morning 
Star Child Care's 20th 
Anniversary providing 
top notch child care 
for the community of 
Dexter. The business 
has grown from a small 
center providing care 
to 30 students, ages 2 
months to 12 years old, 
to an early childhood 
facility currently ser-
vicing over 100 fami-
lies.

Carrie’s mission has 
always been to “provide 
quality early childhood 
education for all chil-
dren”, and her actions 

MORNING STAR 
CHILD CARE 

CELEBRATES 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY

go beyond just words. 
She stands behind 
them 100%. She ex-
pects the best from the 
early childhood educa-
tors she employs. She 
provides support for 
their continued educa-
tion while providing a 
professional work en-
vironment. Above all, 
she holds all teachers 
accountable for the care 
and education provided 
to the children and sup-
ports the notion that 
every child is different 
and should be respect-
ed and celebrated for 
those differences.

Over the past 20 
years she has proven 
that she is resilient to 

economic changes and 
perseveres for the good 
of the kids, and com-
munity, no matter what 
comes her way……
even a pandemic. Car-
rie is also someone 
who consistently sup-
ports the community 
by sponsoring many of 
the local event around 
town.

In lieu of a com-
munity celebration her 
staff is asking that par-
ents and students of 
past and present send 
a note of appreciation, 
or a favorite memory, 
to Carrie Anderson at 
7394 Dexter Ann Arbor 
Road, Dexter 48130.
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734

September 11, 2020    

By: Michelle Elie, Re-
altor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@
gmail.com

School has start-
ed, the days are 
shorter, and the air 
is crisp.  These are all 
the indications that 
it’s fall, but the real 
estate market still 
looks like it’s spring!  
Low inventory and 
high demand are the 
driving forces in what 
remains to be a sell-
er’s market, which 
of course is perfect 
if you’re a seller, but 
this market makes 
for frustrated buyers.  
We continue seeing 
multiple offers within 
days of a home list-
ing, and oftentimes, 
sale prices exceeding 
list price.

Very interest-
ing that these num-

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of sales 
Average sale price

Here’s the 2020 August Dexter Real Estate recap;

Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of sales 
Average sale price

August Summary

bers are essential-
ly unchanged, with 
the exception being 
the number of sales 
which is ten higher 
than last year.  We’re 
seeing this across the 
market as a result of 
the six weeks of quar-
antine pushing sales 
into the late summer/
early fall.  I foresee 
this happening into 
September as well.

Currently, there 

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors MLS

are 83 homes available 
for sale in Dexter.  Of 
the 40 homes listed 
last month, 18 have 
accepted offers, with 
those homes average 
days on market being 
12.88.  The tempera-
tures are cooling, but 
the real estate market 
remains HOT!

2020
40

478,414 
35 

398,075

2019
40

465,987  
25

397,680

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

(Special Thank You 
to Bill O’Reilly for pro-
viding information)

Al Ruhlig turned 
100 last Friday and still 
lives on the farm he pur-
chased 73 years ago in 
Dexter Township,  just 
across the way from the 
farm where he was born 
(then owned by his par-
ents) and the farmhouse 
he was born in still 
stands.   As always, Al 
drove to the Senior Cen-
ter on his own Friday 
and is still remarkably 
sharp.

Bill O’Reilly, Execu-
tive Director of Chelsea 
Senior Center, states: “I 
had a nice long conver-
sation with Al a couple 
of weeks ago about his 
service in World War II 
– quite remarkable.   He 
did not join until 1944, 
but was in the Navy 
and his ship was in the 
Pacific and arrived in 
Tokyo shortly after V-J 
Day and the ship even 
went up to Nagasaki so 
they were able to see 
that devastation not too 
long after the sad events 

Chelsea Senior Center helps 
celebrate Al Ruhlig’s 100th 

Birthday

 Photos Courtesy of Bill O'Reilly

there.  Then slowly back 
to the States, through 
the Panama Canal and 
discharged in Mobile, 
Alabama in 1946.”

His wife Madonna 
passed away in 2013 – 
they were married for 
65 years - See link below 
for her obituary:

• h t t p s : / / o b i t s .
mlive.com/obituaries/
annarbor/obituary.as-
px?n=madonna-ruh-
lig&pid=164069896

  Bill stated that Al 
always has interesting 
stories to tell: “He did 
tell of the excitement of 

being old enough to go 
down to Western Mar-
ket in Detroit with his 
Dad to sell their pro-
duce and chickens.   I 
questioned when he said 
Western Market – I said 
“do you mean Eastern 
Market?” and he said 
“No, Western”.  I looked 
it up - quite sad – it was 
near Corktown / Ti-
ger Stadium in Detroit 
and they tore it and the 
neighborhood down to 
make way for the Fisher 
Freeway.”

Bill also mentioned 
that in addition to the 
boxed lunch served at 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter on Friday there was 
about 25 people masked 
and socially distanced 
who were there to help 
celebrate, and they also 
had a drive by arranged 
out front for folks to 
drive by and wish Al 
well from a distance 
(about 20 cars took ad-
vantage of that). Happy 
100th Birthday Al!
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 ➢ continued from page 1
was young.”  He also 
explains that he is 
the proud product of 
public education and 
a lifelong learner.  He 
is currently pursuing 
an MBA from Indi-
ana University.  

I wanted to learn 
more about Brian’s 
platform.  But before 
determining the most 
important issues, he 
would like to under-
stand the viewpoint 
of community mem-
bers, students, and ed-
ucators.  He wants to 
help shape the direc-
tion of the school sys-
tem with full details.  
He does list what he 
believes are import-
ant promises to con-
stituents; advocating 

Interview with Brian 
Arnold: Candidate 
for Dexter Board of 
Education Trustee

for a healthy dynamic 
learning environment 
for all students so that 
each child has the 
best learning experi-
ence possible. He will 
work to ensure that 
children have access 
to ample extracur-
ricular activities that 
enhance learning, 
explore, and diver-
sify interests.   And 
he promises to listen 
to our educators and 
make sure that they 
have the appropriate 
resources and work-
load to best teach 
our children.  He also 
promises to be fis-
cally responsible as a 
board member.   Bri-
an acknowledges the 
importance of extra-
curricular activities. 

He states that those 
opportunities shape 
the educational ex-
perience for most 
children.  Brian states 
that some of his fond-
est memories from 
his own education 
were of the commu-
nity supporting his 
local teams and his 
participation. 

I wanted to know 
how his constituents 
could learn more 
about him.  He has 
a website for anyone 
looking to learn more 
details.  You can vis-
it his website at Bri-
anarnold.com. 

If you are running 
for office and would 
like to be featured, 
email me at anbing-
ham@gmail.com.



DEXTER BOYS 
CROSS COUNTRY

*Note: Dates and Times 
May Change*

Girls Varsity Cross 
Country 

9/15/20 5:00pm (A) vs Multiple Opponents
9/19/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents
9/25/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents

Boys Varsity Cross 
Country 

9/15/20 4:30pm (A) vs Multiple Opponents
9/19/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents
9/25/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents

Girls Varsity Field Hockey 
9/14/20 5:30pm (H) vs Pinckney Community HS

Girls Varsity Golf 
 9/16/20 3:00pm (H) vs Multiple Opponents

Girls Varsity Swimming 
9/17/20 6:00pm (A) vs Adrian HS

9/24/20 6:00pm (A) vs Tecumseh HS

Boys Varsity Tennis 
9/15/20 4:00pm (H) vs Chelsea HS

Girls Varsity Volleyball 
9/15/20 7:00pm (H) vs Lincoln HS
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By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
FAN-LESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL STILL 

ENJOYABLE FOR THIS COLUMNIST

 continued on page 10

DEXTER
DREADNAUGHTS 

SPORTS 
SCHEDULES

I watched my first 
college football game, 
Covid-style, this past 
Labor Day weekend. 

It was weird. 
It was interesting. 
It was played in a 

cavernous, empty sta-
dium. 

But, it was foot-
ball. 

And that was good 
enough for me. 

Brigham Young 
defeated Navy, 55-3, 
in a dominating per-
formance, but that 
didn't really matter 
-- I was just happy to 
be watching the game 
I love. 

Though the play 
on the field wasn't ex-
actly sterling, it was 
still football. 

Though there were 
no fans in the stands, 
it was still football. 

Though the offi-
cials and coaches on 
the sidelines wore 
masks, it was still foot-
ball. 

And I loved it. 
Watching my first 

college football game 
of the "Covid season," 
was an enjoyable ex-
perience for me. 

I was, as usual, 
plopped down in my 
Lazy-Boy, feet up, cold 
beverage in my hand 
and snacks on the side. 
With pads a-popping, 
passes thrown, blocks 
made and touchdowns 
scored, I found it truly 
didn't matter the game 
was played in an emp-
ty, quiet stadium. 

I thought watching 
the game with nary 
a fan in the stands 
would ruin the college 
football experience for 
me. In fact, having no 
fans in the stands had 

Brigham Young defeated Navy, 55-3, during a 
Labor Day weekend college football game. The 

fan-less contest was a refreshing change for 
this columnist.

the opposite effect on 
me. I found myself en-
joying the game even 
more despite the lack 
of cheers from the 
grandstands. 

As it is with fan-less 
Major League Baseball 
games, I found the 
TV production of the 
college football game 
I watched was much 
better and much more 
enjoyable for yours 
truly. 

Why? 
Because the focus 

of these fan-less games 
is more intensely on 
the action on the field 
and not filled with 
random, thoughtless, 
pointless camera shots 
of the crowd, coaches, 

the sidelines, owners 
in the box, etc. -- and 
I like that. No, check 
that -- I LOVE that 
new reality. 

I seriously couldn't 
care less if football 
games are played in 
front of fans ever again. 
I thought I would bris-
tle at fan-less football, 
but, on the contrary, at 
least after one game, I 
enjoyed having fewer 
distractions. I love the 
sport of football and 
all the little nuances 
that go along with the 
game. With fan-less 
stadiums, it seems like 
the camera's focus is 
centered more on the 
action on the field than 
the action off the field, 

on the sidelines and/or 
in the stands. 

I wouldn't have it 
any other way. 

I can't tell you how 
often, in the past, I 
would yell at my TV to 
get the camera, "back 
on the field!" and off 
the coach blankly 
staring into space on 
the sideline or the fan 
pointing into the cam-
era with the "We're 
No. 1 finger." All of 
that off-the-field non-
sense has always been 
annoying to me, quite 
frankly. It really was 
refreshing not hav-
ing to worry about 
suffering through the 
seemingly never-end-
ing shots of everything 
else but the field after 
each football play. 

Plus, a surprising 
perk of the crowd-less, 
quiet stadiums was 
hearing the players on 
the sidelines cheering 
their teammates on af-
ter each play. I always 
knew the players on 
each squad supported 
their teammates each 
game, but pre-Covid 

Dread Coach 
Nate Lamb is looking 
for good thing from 
his boys’ cross coun-
try team.

There are 45 run-
ners on the team. 
The captains are 
Conor Kolka, Nathan 
Gariepy and Sam 
Melvin.

“We have stand-
outs in every class 
that will bring along 
their classmates: Our 
Senior Captains; Ju-

DEXTER RUNNERS 
LOOK STRONG

niors - Adam Hauser, 
Josh Lamb, and Zach 
Sawin; Sophomores 
- Owen Ackerman & 
Rylan Teddy; Fresh-
men - Sam Gibson 
and Brandon Ander-
son,” Lamb said.

They run against 
some good teams this 
year. “Everyone in 
the SEC is legit,” he 
said.   “Starting with 
Pinckney was tough 
given that they are 
certainly State Title 
contenders in D2.”

Results so far. 1-1, 

loss to Pinckney, win 
against Adrian. “Our 
goal is to qualify for 
the State Meet and 
compete for the win. 
We are replacing five 
strong graduates but 
have a solid core of 
guys that are eager to 
step up,” he said.  “I'm 
really proud of how 
the team is working 
to overcome  adver-
sity and we will con-
tinue to build toward 
SEC Championships, 
Regionals, and the 
State Final Meet.”
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 ➢ continued from page 1

Interview With 
Harley Rider, Dexter 

Supervisor Incumbant
help citizens of his 
community and he 
believes there are still 
things he can do.  He 
hates to see someone 
come in who has no 
concept of what gov-
ernment is about and 
undo everything he’s 
spent 28 years work-
ing on in different 
elected positions.

I wanted to learn 
more about Harley’s 
current platform.  
Harley stated he 
wants to continue to 
do the best he can to 
serve.  “We’re in very 
good shape. We’ve 
been fiscally respon-
sible for 28 years.” 
He explains that due 
to being so respon-
sible they’ve not had 
to resort to raising 

taxes. Harley added 
that he’d like to get 
broadband to every-
one in the township.  
I interrupted him and 
stated that it’s espe-
cially important now.  
He agreed and add-
ed that the silver lin-
ing in this pandemic 
cloud is that it’s shed 
light on the impor-
tance of access for 
everyone, from high 
school students to se-
nior citizens.  23% of 
people in the town-
ship don’t have access 
and he wants to work 
to change that num-
ber.  

I asked him what 
he’s most proud of ac-
complishing through-
out his years in pub-
lic office.  He is most 
proud of his behavior 

toward the citizens 
of the township.  He 
states being respon-
sive to citizens and 
open and transpar-
ent.  He feels he’s been 
a part of a responsible 
government, of which 
he is proud.  He said 
there are a lot of items 
he can list that he’s 
proud of doing for 
the last 28 years; 8 
as trustee, 14 as the 
clerk, and 6 as Super-
visor.  But he’s most 
proud of his behav-
ior and responsibility 
to the citizens of the 
community. 

Finally, I asked 
Harley if there’s any-
thing else he’d like 
for his constituents to 
know about him.  He 
explained that he’s a 
member of the com-

munity, long term, 
pointing to his career 
in law enforcement, 
that his children went 
to Dexter schools, 
and that he’s had the 
same phone number 
since 1978.  He’s go-
ing to be a part of the 

community and that’s 
why he wants to con-
tinue to give back to 
it.  Harley is working 
on getting his website 
up and would like to 
launch a Facebook 
page.  So, keep an 
eye out if you want to 

learn more informa-
tion.  

If you are running 
for office and would 
like to be featured, 
email me at anbing-
ham@gmail.com.

The Dexter Dreads 
field hockey team is 
looking to repeat on 
last year’s title. The 
team has 10 seniors on 
the team.

Coach  Keeley 
Tamer is excited with 
the team and the sea-
son. Four seniors on 
the team are Abby 
Tamer, Kylee Niswa-
ger, Giuliania Rooke 
and Faith Anderson.

Earlier this week 
they played their first 
match against Forest 
Hills.

Goalies on the 
team are juniors Han-
nah Baldwin and Es-
ther Hashikawa.  “One 

DEXTER
FIELD

HOCKEY

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

player from last year 
is playing at Miami 
of Ohio and one is at 
Cornell,” Coach Tam-
er said. “Last year we 
were State Champions. 
In 2014 we won Divi-
sion 2 and were run-
ner ups in 2016 and 
2017.”

Twenty two girls 
are on varsity this sea-
son. Dexter will host 
the State Champion-
ship this year.

She said her team 
can defend their title, 
“We are returning five 
top scorers,” she said. 
“Our offense is solid 
and we have a lot of 
experience. “So many 
are hopeful all the way 
thru.”

DREADS 
LOOK FOR 

CONTINUED 
SUCCESS
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 ➢ continued from page 6

ON THE SIDELINE:
FAN-LESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL STILL 

ENJOYABLE FOR THIS COLUMNIST
contests viewers were 
unable to hear such 
shouts due to the 
packed stadiums. 

It'll be interesting 
to see, as the college 

football season rolls 
along, if I continue to 
enjoy the fan-less sta-
dium experience. My 
guess is I will continue 
to like the new Covid-
style of college football 

broadcasts. 
For any football 

purist like myself, it's 
always been about the 
game, anyhow. The 
fan experience, the 
crazy crowd shots, 

the coaches reactions, 
the broadcasters, the 
halftime show and the 
sideline reporter have 
always been irrele-
vant to me. I've always 
thought the aforemen-

tioned camera shots 
and off-the-field talk 
were more for the ca-
sual football fan, not 
the true football pur-
ists. 

I watched my first 

college football game, 
Covid-style, this past 
Labor Day weekend. 

It was weird.
It was interesting. 
And I loved it...

From: Geoff Kimmerly 
or John Johnson

The Fall 2020 
football season has 
been reinstated today 
by the Representative 
Council of the Michi-
gan High School Ath-
letic Association after 
Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer’s Executive 
Order 176 lifted re-
strictions that previ-
ously did not allow 
the sport to be played.

Whitmer’s execu-
tive order also allows 
for an immediate start 
of competition boys 
soccer; Lower Penin-
sula girls swimming 
& diving and girls vol-
leyball on Wednesday 
(Sept. 9) for schools 
located in Regions 1-5 
and 7 based on the MI 
Safe Start Plan.  It also 
sets spectator limits 
of two per participant 
for outdoor and in-
door events in Phase 
4 of the MI Safe Start 
Plan.

Statewide foot-
ball, and competition 
in those regions for 
volleyball, soccer and 
swimming & diving, 
had been restricted as 
part of EO 160, which 
ordered gyms and 
pools to remain closed 
and required social 
distancing in compe-
tition to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 
in areas under Phase 4 
of the Safe Start plan. 
Schools in Regions 6 
and 8 have been able 
to play volleyball, 
soccer and swim be-
cause those regions 
have been under few-
er restrictions while in 
Phase 5 of the reopen-
ing process.

The MHSAA’s 
Council had autho-
rized on Aug. 20 the 
start of competition in 
volleyball, soccer and 
swim statewide, pend-
ing the authorization 
of that activity in the 
specific regions by 
Whitmer’s office. The 
Council also on Aug 
14. postponed the Fall 
2020 football season 
to Spring 2021, but 
voted today to allow 
for a shortened season 
this fall.

Schools are not re-
quired to play any of 
those sports this fall, 

MHSAA COUNCIL REINSTATES 2020 
FOOTBALL SEASON; FULL FALL 

COMPETITION SCHEDULE AUTHORIZED
and may postpone 
until the spring. How-
ever, the MHSAA will 
conduct its postsea-
son events in those 
four sports only for 
the Fall 2020 season. 

“We are thankful 
for the opportunity for 
kids to get back on the 
field in all fall sports, 
and we appreciate 
Governor Whitmer 
providing that oppor-
tunity with Executive 
Order 176 ,” MHSAA 
Executive Director 
Mark Uyl said. “We 
share the Governor’s 
priorities of putting 
health and safety first, 
and the COVID-19 
guidance and proto-
cols designed by the 
MHSAA at her re-
quest have led to the 
safe starts in all sports 
across the state.

“Thirty three 
other states are cur-
rently participating 
in all fall sports, and 
the MHSAA and its 
member schools are 
committed to doing 
this as safely as pos-
sible.  We are ready to 
again provide those 
experiences to stu-
dents and communi-
ties that have hoped 
for a return of some 
normalcy. Given the 
challenges of online 
education in many 
school districts across 
the state, providing 
sports and a daily 
routine may be more 
important than ever 
in motivating stu-
dents and providing a 
safe outlet for physical 
activity, competition 
and socialization.”

Football teams 
previously had been 
allowed to practice in 
helmets only during 
the traditional first 
week of practice, 
which began Aug. 
10, and then during 
C ounci l-approved 
offseason “contact” 
days beginning Aug. 
24. With the rein-
statement of this fall’s 
season, football teams 
must cease all activity 
until Tuesday, Sept. 
8, then practice two 
days in helmets and 
shoulder pads before 
adding full pads Sept. 
10. 

They may begin 

regular-season games 
Sept. 18, and will play 
six games beginning 
with their original-
ly-scheduled Week 
4 contests.   All foot-

ball teams in 11 and 
8-player football will 
qualify for the play-
offs during this fall’s 
shortened season, and 
then advance through 

their usual postsea-
son progression with 
8-Player Finals the 
weekend of Nov. 27-
28 and 11-Player Fi-
nals the weekend of 

Dec. 4-5.
All other Fall 2020 

tournaments will be 
conducted as previ-
ously scheduled.


