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The Board of Edu-
cation meeting opened 
by approving the meet-
ing minutes and the 
minutes of the special 
meeting.  Up next the 
Board approved the 
agenda for the night. 

The administrative 
updates were given 
next. 

Consent items 
passed next. Dr. Tim-
mis gave a presenta-
tion about  – DREAD 
STRONG SUMMER.  

An opportunity for 
public comment was 
made.  A mother spoke 
about her son who has 
a 504, formerly an IEP.  

Dexter Board of 
Education Meeting

Her son struggles to 
wear a mask and has a 
doctor’s note to excuse 
him from mask-wear-
ing.  She is furious 
that her child is forced 
to wear a mask even 
though his doctor does 
not want him to.  She is 
frustrated by the way 
she’s been treated at the 
school.   

Dr. Timmis dis-
cussed the action item 
next.  The action item 
is to participate in the 
1. Juul Lawsuit.  Dr. 
Timmis explained how 
difficult it has been to 
stop Juul use in school.   
The Board agreed and 
approved.  

I. Discussion Items 

1. MASB Delegate; 
People expressed in-
terest and they are to 
check their schedules.  
It will be voted on 
during the next meet-
ing.

2. Board Work-
shops; The Board 
needs to schedule two 
workshops in the fall.   
They discussed days 
and times that work 
best for the board to 
schedule. 

The second oppor-
tunity for public par-
ticipation came next.  
A parent is asking the 
board to do a deep 
dive into the schedul-
ing process at the high 
school.  He is hoping 

to improve the process, 
which is an issue every 
year.  A woman named 
Holly spoke first. She 
was a math teacher and 
has coached sports.  
She noted that she 
was struggling to hear 
what was being said 
and it made her anx-
ious.   She struggled to 
hear and understand 
due to the masks.  She 
hoped to include a lit-
tle more diversity of 
board members when 
they resign.  She did 
not feel the board did 
a good job communi-
cating the openings on 
the board to the pub-
lic.  She is opposed to 
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On Thursday, Au-
gust 19, American 1 
Credit Union held their 
71st Annual Meeting in 
the Tremaine Meeting 
Room at the American 
1 Event Center in Jack-
son, Michigan.

During the meeting 
incumbent American 1 
board members Angella 
Arnold, Linda Schaub, 
and State Represen-
tative Julie Alexander 
were all re-elected to 
serve additional 3-year 
terms. Commemora-
tive plaques were also 
presented honoring 
current board secre-
tary Gerald “Jerry” 
Tremaine and former 
board members Ches-
ter “Chet” Radabaugh 
and Jerry Sisk. Rada-
baugh and Sisk were 

American 1 Credit Union Holds 
Annual Meeting and Honors 

Current and Past Board Members

still actively serving on 
the American 1 Board 
of Directors at the time 
of their passing, both in 
2015.

These plaques will 
be hung in the Ameri-
can 1 Event Center out-
side each event space 
that bears the name of 
these American 1 board 
members – Tremaine 
Meeting Room, Rad-
abaugh Hall, and Sisk 
Hall.

“It was a true honor 
to present these com-
memorative plaques 
during our Annual 
Meeting,” shared Amer-
ican 1 Board Chairman 
Philip E. Hoffman. 
“These three gentlemen 
dedicated a combined 
107 years on the board 
of American 1 Cred-

it Union. Putting their 
names on the event 
spaces in the Ameri-
can 1 Event Center and 
hanging plaques shar-
ing their lasting legacy 
is the least we could do 
for such incredible ded-
ication to American 1, 
our members, and the 
entire Jackson commu-
nity.”

Established in 1950, 
American 1 Credit 
Union today serves over 
59,000 members with 
branches in Jackson, 
Washtenaw, Hillsdale, 
Calhoun, Lenawee, and 
Wayne counties. Amer-
ican 1 is proud to serve 
the members of their 
communities by creat-
ing financial wellness 
through personal every-
day banking.

Pictured from left to right: Philip E. Hoffman (Board Chair), Angella 
Arnold, Jerry Tremaine, Martha Fuerstenau (American 1 President/

CEO), Linda Schaub, and Frank Weathers.
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The Dexter Board 
of Education held 
their August 16th 
meeting both in-per-
son and virtually to 
allow for virtual pub-
lic participation. No 
community members 
were in attendance in 
person, and approx-
imately 725 people 
logged in via Zoom.

SCHOOL PRE-
SENTATIONS – 
COVID-19 MITI-
GATION OPTIONS

Superintendent 
Dr. Timmis present-
ed the DCS 2021-
2022 Safety Plan 
including the cur-
rent status of local 
COVID-19 trans-
mission, CDC and 
Washtenaw County 
Health Department 
recommendat ions 
and proposed op-
tions for COVID-19 
mitigation (slide-
show available on the 
DCS Board website at 
https://www.dexter-
schools.org/district/
board-of-education/
meetings). Timmis 
praised the Dexter 
Schools community 
as “extremely resilient 
and patient” during 
the pandemic, and 
thanked communi-
ty members for their 
passion and engage-
ment.

Beginning with 
a ThoughtExchange 
survey, Timmis asked 
participants to share 
any questions they 
have as students re-
turn to school this 
fall. Over 150 com-
munity members 
contributed ques-
tions, most asking 
about masking, social 
distancing, vaccina-
tions, virtual learn-
ing and lunch proto-
cols. Returning to the 
slideshow, Timmis 
shared the District’s 
goal this year: “Kids 
are learning safely 
in school buildings, 
every day, for 2021-
2022.” He reviewed 
COVID-19 data from 
the past year up to the 
most current data as 
of August 11, 2021, 
and shared that the 
Washtenaw County 
Health Department 
(WCHD) has created 
4 levels of commu-
nity spread to guide 
masking recommen-
dations. As of August 
9, Dexter is at the 
“substantial” level of 
spread, for which the 
WCHD “strongly rec-
ommends” masking 
for indoor settings.

Timmis detailed 
further WCHD rec-
ommendations re-

garding screening, 
student illness deci-
sion-making, isola-
tion, close contact, 
quarantining and 
testing. Specific quar-
antine and testing 
instruction for class-
room & bus settings, 
indoor vs. outdoor 
sports and vaccinat-
ed or unvaccinated 
individuals was also 
relayed, along with 
the recommenda-
tions from both the 
CDC & MDHHS for 
universal masking in 
all schools. Following 
more data detailing 
child cases, vaccina-
tion rates in 48130 
and what other dis-
tricts are planning, 
Timmis presented 
two options for the 
Board to discuss.

• Option 1: Masks 
required for K-6 stu-
dents when commu-
nity spread level is 
moderate, substantial 
or high; masks re-
quired for all students 
& staff when spread 
is substantial or high. 
Universal masking on 
buses & for all visi-
tors.

• Option 2: Masks 
required for K-6 stu-
dents, regardless of 
community spread 
level; masks required 
for all students & 
staff when spread is 
substantial or high. 
Universal masking on 
buses & for all visitors 
(no visitors when lev-
el is high).

Timmis noted the 
fact that household 
quarantine protocols 
for covid are not new, 
they are the same as 
pertussis and chicken 
pox protocols. Also, 
masking on buses is 
not a local decision, 
but a federal order 
which must be fol-
lowed by all districts. 
After the slideshow, 
Timmis conducted a 
second ThoughtEx-
change survey ask-
ing participants what 
remaining questions 
they have following 
the presentation.

FIRST PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 
OPPORTUNITY

Over 25 com-
munity members 
commented during 
the first opportunity 
for public participa-
tion, mostly Dexter 
parents. Many who 
spoke are parents 
of students younger 
than 12 who cannot 
receive the vaccina-
tion, and are con-
cerned about virus 
spread if all students 
are not masked.

Several parents 
cited freedom of 
choice as a reason to 
not require masks for 
any students or staff, 
as well as possible 
mental health issues 
and physical side-ef-
fects associated with 
mask-wearing. Some 
of these same parents 
suggested a third op-
tion be considered 
where masks are op-
tional at all levels of 
community spread.

Medical profes-
sionals who spoke 
thanked the District 
for their work to pre-
vent virus spread, and 
advocated for Option 
2 as the most strin-
gent choice. Several 
labeled the Delta vari-
ant a “game changer” 
in the recent rise in 
case numbers, saying 
we aren’t where we 
are a year ago, or even 
a month ago, due to 
this new mutation. 
Many urged layering 
protections such as 
masks, vaccinations, 
social distancing, etc. 
which all work to-
gether to control vi-
rus transmission.

Public comment 
went on for over 
an hour and a half, 
at which point the 
Board took a 5-min-
ute recess before re-
suming business.

SUPERINTEN-
DENT UPDATE

The District is get-
ting ready for the start 
of school by filling re-
maining open teacher 
positions. DCS still 
needs paraprofession-
als, bus drivers, and 
custodians. The fall 
athletics season has 
begun, and the ten-
nis court renovation 
may be completed 
as early as this week. 
Cement and sidewalk 
work is happening at 
all buildings, but will 
be completed before 
school starts.

STUDENT REP-
R E S E N TAT I V E S 
UPDATE

Student represen-
tative Aiden Naugh-
ton reported that 
Wednesday, August 
25th is freshman ori-
entation at DHS at 
8:30 a.m.

C O N S E N T 
ITEMS

The evening’s 
consent items were 
unanimously ap-
proved in bulk, in-
cluding accepting 
the resignation of 
ECSE teacher Kris-
tin Bartenslager and 
approving the hiring 
of Molly Hampsey 
(Beacon & Creekside 
Music), Roger Sprau 
(DHS Art), and An-
gela Muscato (Occu-
pational Therapist).

ACTION ITEMS
MASB is hosting 

a Back-to-School Le-

gal Workshop from 9 
a.m. – noon on Thurs-
day, Aug. 26 and have 
recommended dis-
tricts send at least one 
board member. The 
cost is $90 per per-
son. The Board unan-
imously approved 
registration fees for 
any interested board 
trustee to attend the 
workshop.

D I S C U S S I O N 
ITEMS

The Board dis-
cussed the District’s 
B a c k - t o - S c h o o l 
COVID-19 Mitiga-
tion Plans and com-
munity comments 
offered earlier in the 
meeting. All Trust-
ees agreed that the 
Board’s top priority is 
to get kids back into 
the buildings safe-
ly, and thanked the 
community for their 
input.

Many Trustees 
agreed that student 
mental health is a 
great concern, wheth-
er the result of mask-
ing, isolation or oth-
er reasons, which is 
why getting students 
into buildings is so 
important. Several 
addressed communi-
ty comments about 
freedom of choice, 
saying with freedom 
comes responsibility 
and the Board serves 
a population where 
a significant portion 
are vulnerable due to 
vaccination age re-
strictions. Questions 
were raised about 
lunch and social dis-
tancing, using tents/
outdoor learning 

spaces and virtual 
learning options (in-
cluding while quar-
antined). The Super-
intendent will review 
options with admin-
istrators.

Discussion con-
cluded with the de-
cision to hold a spe-
cial Board meeting 
(in-person & virtu-
al) on Wednesday, 
August 18 at 7:00 
p.m. to vote on the 
COVID-19 Mitiga-
tion Plan. Dr. Tim-
mis will compile and 
share all discussed 
options before the 
meeting so people 
have time to review.

SECOND OP-
PORTUNITY FOR 
PUBLIC PARTICI-
PATION

Five community 
members spoke virtu-
ally during the second 
opportunity for pub-
lic participation, ask-
ing follow-up ques-
tions and expressing 
their appreciation for 
the District’s work 
preparing the options 
as well as the Board’s 
consideration. A 
Dexter grandparent 
stated that the worst 
outcome would be 
if the District hadn’t 
done the absolute 
most it could to keep 
students safe. An in-
coming Kindergar-
ten parent expressed 
concerns about lunch 
and social distanc-
ing. Another par-
ent asked about the 
plan if school closes 
again, and asked the 
District to consider 
offering virtual, DCS 

teacher-led classes in 
addition to Michi-
gan Virtual and Lin-
coln Learning. A final 
speaker thanked the 
District for its dili-
gence and expressed 
their support for 
Option 2, citing that 
our mitigation efforts 
help medical profes-
sionals do their job.

BOARD COM-
MENTS

Trustee Alabré 
asked for clarification 
on lunch plans, as well 
as virtual learning op-
tions. Trustee Kangas 
suggested the District 
look into cameras 
that follow teachers 
as they move around 
the room, in order 
to provide a similar 
experience for virtu-
al students. Trustee 
Arnold asked if the 
District has a contin-
gency plan if schools 
are shut down again, 
which Dr. Timmis 
confirmed it does. 
Arnold also remind-
ed audience mem-
bers that the District 
will be sending out a 
survey following the 
Board vote on August 
18th to gauge fami-
ly interest in virtual 
learning.

INFORMATION 
ITEMS

The 7/26/21 
Board Bulletin, Facil-
ities Committee min-
utes, Finance Com-
mittee minutes and 
Committees Roster 
are included in the 
Board packet.
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the masks because she 
could not hear or read 
lips. She said she is not 
a bad person and she 
cares about her chil-
dren and the children 
with health concerns.  
She cares about her 
children and other 
children.  She asked 
the board to open up 
to people who think 
differently than them.  
A woman spoke next 
with data from Washt-
enaw County Health 
Department.  She not-
ed the % of children’s 

Dexter 
Board of 

Education 
Meeting

 ➢ continued from page 1 deaths was 0.    She 
constantly pointed out 
that a very small per-
cent of children are 
impacted by Covid.  
Therefore she disagrees 
with forcing children 
to wear masks.   Holly, 
a teacher spoke next in 
favor of masks.  Hol-
ly stated that she was 
aware that there were 
openings on the board 
and she is not sure 
why other people did 
not know.    She stat-
ed that she thinks the 
board is doing a good 
job.  A woman asked 

why the community is 
not involved in board 
appointments.  She 
also wanted to know if 
a community member 
asks a question point-
blank, how do people 
get a response back?  
The answer to that 
question is email. 

Board comments 
were next.  The com-
munity heard about 
the great sports teams 
start.  And how well 
freshman orientation 
went. 

The meeting ad-
journed.
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Depression 101
Sadness, Melan-

choly, the Blues, Feel-
ing Low, Dysthymia, 
Heavy Hearted or Down 
Hearted.  I could go 
on. Humans have suf-
fered from depression 
throughout recorded 
history. And they have 
given it many names 
over the centuries.  But 
for this article we will 
just call it depression 
which is defined as:

“…a common and 
serious medical illness 
that negatively affects 
how you feel, the way 
you think and how you 
act. Fortunately, it is 
also treatable. Depres-
sion causes feelings of 
sadness and/or a loss 
of interest in activities 
once enjoyed. It can lead 
to a variety of emotional 
and physical problems 

and can decrease a per-
son’s ability to function 
at work and at home.” 
(American Psychiatric 
Association: website, 
2017)

Most of us  have 
experienced intense 
emotions of sadness or 
grief.  They usually are 
of a short duration (two 
weeks to eight weeks). 
And we can recover 
from the ill effects with 
minimal difficulty. But 
that is not true for 10-15 
percent of Americans. 
The focus of this article 
is to briefly help you un-
derstand the basic com-
ponents and differences 
of depression. 

In general there 
are three types of de-
pression: Situational, 
Clinical, and Bi-Polar. 
Situational depression 

is activated when a life 
event occurs triggering 
an emotional response 
of sadness, grief, loss, 
uncertainty, and others. 
Examples of this are the 
loss of a friend or close 
family member. It can 
also be more compre-
hensive such a chronic 
situation that attacks 
our sense of self-worth 
or feeling safe. For many, 
having a supportive and 
trusting support system 
along with a healthy life 
style will aid in the heal-
ing process. However, 
everyone will recover at 
different paces. 

Clinical Depression 
is usually a result of ge-
netic factors or chronic 
stressors lasting over 
several years, creat-
ing a decrease of neuro 
chemicals that stimu-

late the receptors in our 
brain a sense of well-be-
ing and happiness. 
When these chemical 
are decreased or hin-
dered from being fully 
accessible to our neuro 
receptors. Then an in-
tervention of therapy 
with the possible admis-
sion of anti-depressants. 
There are two main 
categories of clinical 
depression: dysthymia 
or persistent depressive 
disorder, and Major de-
pressive disorder with 
sub categories of mild, 
moderate and severe. A 
major depressive event 
can happen only once 
in al life time or many 
times over an extended 
period of time. Major 
depression can stimu-
late significant thoughts 
or actions of self-harm 
that can be fleeting or 
chronic. Major depres-
sion will affect our abili-
ty to function effectively 
at work, school, or so-
cial interactions. It can 
affect our ability to sleep 

soundly or over sleep 
(hypersomnia). Our ap-
petite can be decreased 
or some will “comfort 
eat” excessively causing 
significant weight gain. 
Other areas of our life 
can also be effected such 
as motivation to com-
plete projects or engage 
in activities we once en-
joyed. Isolation and ru-
minating thoughts add 
to the complexity of this 
disorder. For most a be-
havioral and/or chem-
ical intervention are 
necessary.

Bi-Polar Disorder 
is a complex and varied 
disorder that is under 
the category of “Mood 
Disorders.”  In general 

it is a combination of 
depression with a manic 
event of extreme highs, 
paranoia, delusions, 
grandiosity, etc.  Mood 
disorders have many 
variants that cannot be 
covered in this article. 
However, depending on 
the complexity, a medi-
cal intervention is indi-
cated.

The good news- de-
pression is treatable. 
With lifestyle changes, a 
change in our thinking, 
and a possible inclusion 
of an anti-depressant. 
Most if not all can lead a 
happy, healthy life.
Michael J. Patterson, 
LMSW, Namaste 
Family Services, LLC
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By: Laura Perkins, 
Owner Laura 
Perkins Animal 
Behavior, Chelsea 

One of my favor-
ite moments when 
I’m working with 
a new dog-human 
team is when the 
person exclaims “I 
know you are really 
training me!”.  This is 
key to understanding 
how to make prog-
ress with your pup.  I 
love working directly 
with your dogs! But, 
unless I move in with 
you, you will have to 
maintain the training 
most of the time.  My 
goal in teaching is 
to help my human 
clients develop the 
skill sets they need to 
support, teach, and 
maintain their dog’s 
behavior for their 
whole life. 

So today, I’d like 
to share some crucial 
foundation skills for 
the human half of the 
team. 

1. Observing your 
dog:    The more you 
practice this one, 
the more you will 
see.    I’ve observed 
dogs for thousands 
of hours and I still 
notice new nuances 
each time I have the 
chance to practice 
this skill.  My favorite 
thing to start with, is 
to watch your dog’s 
ears.    With practice, 
you’ll be able to take a 
guess at what she sees 
just from looking at 
her ears! 

You can also work 
at observing your 
dog’s tail.  Is it stiff or 
loose? Moving fast or 
slow?  A wagging tail 
doesn’t always mean 
a happy dog!  Gener-
ally loose, wiggly tails 
and bodies belong to 
dogs who are really 

Human 
Skills 

for Dog 
Training

Phoebe; calmly watching the traffic pass with relaxed ears and face, 
and then looking at the treat her person has with ears up and licking 

her lips!

relaxed.    If they are 
moving more stiffly 
or slowly, your dog 
might be a little sus-
picious, nervous or 
unsure. 

In addition to 
learning about body 
language, keeping 
a close eye out for 
what your dog does 
throughout the day 
can really help you 
to spot the behaviors 
you like.   From there 
you can reinforce 
those with treats or 
play and soon you’ll 
see those behaviors 
more often.

2. Learning to 
use the tools - leash, 
clicker, treats:    Bob 
Bailey, a leader in 
the clicker train-
ing community,    has 
a saying.    “Train-
ing is a mechanical 
skill”.  While knowing 
how behavior works, 
and understanding 
the ins and outs of 
reinforcement is very 
important, the actual 
process of training is 
something we have 
to do. 

Even professional 
animal trainers will 
spend time brush-
ing up these skills 
on a regular basis, 
much like a basket-
ball player shoots free 
throws or a pianist 
plays scales.    A large 
part of successful 
training comes from 
being smooth with 
holding the leash and 
clicker, giving treats 
without fumbling, 
and clicking at the 
right moments.    For 
new teams, this can 
feel very awkward 
at first.    Sometimes 
it helps to practice 
without your dog 
first!    That way, you 
and your dog aren’t 
learning a brand new 

skill at the same time.  
3. Making time:   

The third skill I’ve 
chosen to highlight 
is something that 
might sound easy, but 
in reality can be very 
hard.  It is so import-
ant to make the time 
to work with your 
dog to build those be-
haviors you want to 
see more of!  Without 
practice, you won’t 
see any progress. 

Two things that 
have been helpful for 
me, personally, are 
attaching training to 
something else in my 
routine that I do ev-
ery day and making 
sure it is easy to get 
started with the train-
ing session.    I like to 
do a little bit of train-
ing right after my 
dogs’ meal times.    I 
often give them most 
of their meal, then 
use the last handful as 
treats to practice the 
skills we are currently 
working on. 

I also have a small 
bin in our family room 
with all of my train-
ing supplies: a clicker, 
treats, and any props 
(like a dumbbell for 
practicing obedience 
retrieves or a muzzle 
for muzzle training) 
that I might use.  This 
makes it easy to do 
just a few minutes of 
training and then go 
on with my day.  

These three skills 
- observing your dog, 
the mechanical skills 
of training, and mak-
ing time to fit training 
into each day - will 
help you to be the best 
teammate you can be 
for your dog.    Have 
fun in your training 
adventures!
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Photos By Silver Maples & Shawn Personke

Farm
to Table 

2021
Over 150 attendees and volunteers enjoyed a 

Fabulous Feast.

From: Joanne 
Ackerman

Get your camer-
as out! Take a photo-
graph in one of the 
categories, print & 
mat then bring to the 
Grass Lake Commu-
nity Events Pavilion 
on Saturday, Septem-
ber 11 from 8:30am-
9:30am. Judging is 
at 10am. Ribbons 
and Prizes will be 
awarded! PRIZES-1st 
Prize- $25 Gift Certif-
icate (or Cash Prize) 
& Blue Ribbon; 2nd 
Prize- $15 Gift Certif-
icate (or Cash Prize) 
& Red Ribbon; 3rd 

Photo Contest 
Announced!

Prize- $10 Gift Certif-
icate (or Cash Prize) 
& White Ribbon The 
photographic art 
will be displayed un-
til 2pm. Art must be 
picked up at 2pm. 
This photo contest is 
open to everyone, not 
just Grass Lake resi-
dents. The Friends of 
Grass Lake are proud 
sponsors of this event. 
Photographs will be 
judged by local pho-
tographers Dale Fish-
er & Joanne Acker-
man.

The Grass Lake 
S e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l 
Community Fair will 

be held on Saturday, 
September 11 and 
is located inside the 
Grass Lake Commu-
nity Events Pavilion 
from 10am-2pm. 
These events com-
plement the Heritage 
Day festivities, which 
run from 10am - 4pm 
and feature crafts, 
demonstrations, auc-
tions, silent auctions, 
ice cream social, 
street dance, cows, 
ponies and a rabbit,...

For more infor-
mation contact:  Da-
leFisherPhotogra-
phy@gmail.com  / 
517-522-3705.

 ➢ continued from page 1
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Ask Tracy
YOUR REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS

Dear Tracy,
Our offer was ac-

cepted on our dream 
home in Washtenaw 
County about a week 
ago! We were very ex-
cited until we had the 
home inspected by a very 
thorough inspector.  The 
inspection report listed 
several items needing 
attention including: bats 
in the attic, a leak in a 
basement pipe which 
caused mold under the 

Our Dream Home 
Has Issues!

basement carpet, and a 
section of sidewalk that 
is cracked.   Do we have 
to accept the house as-is 
or can we ask the seller 
to fix these items before 
we purchase the house?

Sharon L.

Dear Sharon,
Having the home 

thoroughly inspect-
ed, after your offer 
has been accepted, is 
an important step in 

the sale process. I’m 
pleased to hear you 
hired a professional. 
The purpose of a home 
inspection is to find 
maintenance concerns, 
or defects, and mini-
mize the likelihood of 
costly surprises after 
closing. Inspectors of-
ten find multiple items 
of concern on existing 
homes, and yes, even 
on well-maintained 
homes! Your inspector 
will also be looking for 

conditions that could 
compromise your safe-
ty or health.  

Keep in mind that 
PRIOR to submitting 
an offer to a seller, all 
buyers should careful-
ly inspect a property 
and note any deferred 
maintenance or miss-
ing items.  The offer 
should take obvious 
problems, such as peel-
ing paint, un-level side-
walk, or missing GFI 
outlets, into consid-

eration as well as any 
defects that the seller 
has disclosed on the 
Seller’s Disclosure. It is 
best not to use later as a 
tool to re-negotiate the 
contract.  

When there are 
items of significant cost 
that were not previous-
ly disclosed or condi-
tions that could pose a 
threat to the occupant’s 
health and safety, it is 
reasonable to ask the 
seller to remedy prior 
to closing or provide 
the buyer with a credit 
at closing.  Most buyers 
prefer a credit at close 
so they can oversee that 
repairs or remedies are 
satisfactory.  Bats in the 
attic, a leaking pipe, and 

mold under the carpet 
reasonably fall into the 
category of items you 
could not have known 
about prior to submit-
ting your offer.

When purchasing a 
property, it is import-
ant to work with an ex-
perienced realtor who 
can expertly navigate 
you through the entire 
sale process.  This will 
ensure a smooth trans-
action with no surpris-
es after closing.

The information 
provided in this arti-
cle does not, and is not 
intended to, constitute 
legal advice; instead, 
all information and 
content are for general 
informational purposes 
only.  

Tracy Rose is an 
Associate Broker with 
over 30 years of resi-
dential and commercial 
Real Estate experience.  
Do you have a ques-
tion about Real Estate?  
Send it to Tracy at ask@
tracyrose.net.
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DAHS 50th Anniversary 
Celebration

On Friday, Sep-
tember 10th, we will 
celebrate the 50th an-
niversary of our His-
torical Society with 
a fundraiser party at 
Gordon Hall with a 
little history, dancing 

and snacks! Many 
DAHS Board mem-
bers past and present 
will attend along with 
all of our great sup-
porters. Come and 
be part of the celebra-
tion!

Come early at 6 
pm to have a guided 
tour through Gordon 
Hall and then join the 
party.

Tickets are $50 
per person and are 
available at our web-

site: DexterHistory.
org, call 734-395-
4106 or at our booth 
during Dexter Daze 
on August 20th & 
14th.

GORDON HALL DAYS, 
SEPTEMBER 11th and 12th 

We are making 
plans for Gordon Hall 
Days and are hoping 
for good weather so 
we can have all of the 
proposed events. Our 
plans include activi-
ties for all ages.

Demonstrations 
of blacksmithing, 
bee keeping, vari-
ous crafts, handmade 
socks, chair canning, 
a demonstration of a 
canon and more will 
occur at small tents 
around the grounds. 

Dexter Area 
Historical Society 

Updates 2021

You will also find 
musical groups per-
forming at various 
times with the Dul-
cimers group playing 
on Saturday. We hope 
to have some live an-
imals including lla-
mas, sheep and other 
possible animals from 
the 4-H club.

Additionally you 
will find the Ann Ar-
bor Model Railroad 
Club in the back tent 
both days, the Car 
show along the drive-

way on Saturday from 
11 to 4, some Farm-
er’s market vendors 
on Sunday from 10-
4, tours of the newly 
restored Milk House 
both days, histori-
cal posters around 
the grounds, a farm 
display, a Museum 
booth, the Doletzky 
tractor and the Tally- 
Ho out on the green. 
As we get closer to 
the date, we will have 
more exact times and 
places for the various 

activities.
Nothing can hap-

pen without the help 
of many volunteers! 
Members, their chil-
dren or grandchil-
dren, and friends 
from the community 
are all needed to make 
Gordon Hall Days a 
success. The Rotary 
Club and the Lions 
Club have already 
agreed again to help 
us, but we need many 
more persons willing 
to help. We are seek-

ing volunteers from 
High schoolers to Se-
nior Citizens to help 
in many different ar-
eas. If you are inter-
ested in helping, we 
ask that you call 734-
426-2519 or email us 
at DexMuseum@aol.
com and we will get 
back to you. Please 
leave your name and 
contact information 
and using the chart 
below, indicate the 
days and times you 
would be available.

If you are inter-
ested in being a tour 
guide inside Gordon 
Hall, please let us 
know if you have any 
physical limitations 
as there are 3 floors 
and if necessary we 
can assign you to the 
main floor. For those 
interested in being 
Gordon Hall tour 
guides, use Nancy’s 
email, NancyVanB@
aol.com and she 
will get back to you. 

From: Jill Boydston
After pandem-

ic precautions kept 
them off the field for 
most of 2020,   the 
165 member Dexter 
High School March-
ing Band, commonly 
known as the Pride 
of Dexter, will be re-
turning for the 2021 
football season. Un-
der the direction of 
Dr. Kenneth Moore 

Dexter Band Boosters

and Mr. Andrew 
Damman, the Dexter 
Dreadnaught March-
ing Band will perform 
pregame and halftime 
performances during 
home football games 
at Al Ritt Stadium.   

The 2021-2022 
Dexter Dreadnaught 
Marching Band is led 
by senior drum ma-
jors Delaney Chris-
ty, Audrey Hudson, 

and Cole Scheller. 
Color Guard captain 
is Eden Gibson, and 
percussion captains 
are Archer Horner, 
Jonny Adamczyk, and 
Nick Berenson.

For the 2021-
2022 school year the 
Dreadnaught March-
ing Band will play 
music by The Beat-
les.   The band’s first 
performance will take 

Photo By: Melanie Reyes

place on Friday, Au-
gust 27 at Wayne State 
University where the 
Dexter High School 
football team will be 
playing Birmingham 
Groves in the Xenith 
Prep Kickoff Clas-
sic. The first home 
football game at Al 
Ritt Stadium will be 
Friday, September 
10 when the Dread-
naughts host Bedford 

at 7:00 pm.
The annual 

Dreadnaught March-
ing Band Camp was 
held at Hillsdale 
College, August 1-6, 
2021. The Directors 
and Dexter Band 
Boosters would like 
to thank LaFontaine 
Chevrolet, Dexter for 
the use of a Chevy 
Silverado which was 
used to transport the 
percussion/ equip-
ment trailer, and a 
Chevy Equinox for 
use by the band di-
rectors.

The Dexter Band 
Boosters would also 
like to thank parent 
volunteer, Mike Siko-
ra, for his many years 
of volunteer service. 
Mike has served as 
chair of marching 
band camp for the 
past eight years and 

camp chaperone for 
many of those years. 
Additionally, Mike 
has coordinated sev-
eral band trips (Dis-
ney World and New 
York City).   Mike's 
wife, Tracie, served as 
band camp photogra-
pher for many years, 
and their daughter, 
Alex, currently serves 
as band camp field 
staff. The Sikoras have 
four children (Alex, 
Brenna, Connor, and 
Alayna) who have all 
been members of the 
Dexter Community 
Schools' band pro-
gram.

To learn more 
about the Dread-
naught Marching 
Band, please visit our 
website:   https://dex-
terbands.org/
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Wednesdays at 10:30 
am on Facebook 
Live
September 29 – 
November 17
Toddlers and 
Preschoolers 

Visit the library 
from your living 
room! Ms. Krista will 
be singing familiar 
songs, telling stories, 

Fall Virtual Story Times

and demonstrating 
fun action rhymes ev-
ery week on Wednes-
day at 10:30 am.
Bob-a-loo – 
Preschool Movement 
Program

Saturday, Septem-
ber 18

Session 1 – 9:30-
10:15 

(check-in from 

9:15-9:30)
Session 2 – 10:30-

11:15 
(check-in from 

10:15-10:30)
Children ages 2 – 

6 can gallop like a gi-
raffe, balance on one 
foot like a flamingo 
or sprint across the 
African savanna like 
a cheetah. Join Bob-
a-loo, a preschool 
movement pro-
gram, where children 
build heart & body 
strength, & learn how 
good it feels to eat 
healthy as we explore 
the Farmers Market. 
Each family of a reg-
istered child will re-
ceive a $10 gift card 
to use at the Farmers 
Market on the day of 
the event.   This is an 
outside event, held 
in-person, at the Li-
brary. There will 

be two sessions for 
this program. Reg-
istration is required. 
Please only register 
for one session.
Elephant & Piggie 
Craft & Activity 
Bags
Take & Make Crafts 
for Kids of All Ages
Monday, September 
20 – Sunday, 
September 26
For kids of all ages

No registration 
required

While supplies 
last

Limit 5 per family
Mad Science – Spy 
Academy

Saturday, Septem-
ber 25

Session 1 – 
10:00am-11:00am

Session 2 – 
11:30am-12:30pm

Look out 007—
the Mad Science Spy 

Academy is in ses-
sion! Become a Mad 
Science secret spy 
and take a fascinating 
journey through the 
world of detection, 
forensics and clas-
sified information. 
Learn code language 
to send secret mes-
sages as part of your 
mission. Children 
will make their own 
Secret Code Break-
er™ to communicate 

stealthily at home, like 
real spies.   This pro-
gram is for children 
in grades K through 
5. Registration is re-
quired.   Space is lim-
ited. There will be two 
sessions for this pro-
gram. Please only reg-
ister for one session. 
This program will be 
held in-person.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
BULLETIN

The Dexter Board 
of Education held a 
special meeting on 
Wednesday, August 
18th to vote on the Dis-
trict’s Back-to-School 
COVID-19 Mitigation 
Plan. This meeting was 
both in-person and 
accessible virtually via 
Zoom in order to ac-
commodate as many 
participants as were 
interested in attend-
ing.

FIRST OPPOR-
TUNITY FOR PUB-
LIC PARTICIPA-
TION

The meeting began 
with the first oppor-
tunity for public com-
ment. Eight commu-
nity members spoke 
at this time, including 
an unvaccinated Mill 
Creek student ask-
ing for masks to be 
required in order to 
alleviate anxiety and 
allow students to feel 
safe and comfortable 
at school. Other com-
ments ran the gam-
ut from requests for 
mandating masks to 

freedom of choice.
D I S C U S S I O N 

ITEMS
Trustees discussed 

the merits of differ-
ent options detailed 
in the Back-to-School 
COVID-19 Mitiga-
tion Plan (two from 
the original presenta-
tion, and four added 
after the 8/16/21 BOE 
meeting):

• Option 1: Masks 
recommended for all 
at low community 
spread level; masks re-
quired for K-6 at mod-
erate; masks required 
for all at substantial & 
high.

• Option 1A: 
Masks recommend-
ed for all at low com-
munity spread level; 
masks required for all 
at moderate, substan-
tial & high.

• Option 2: Masks 
required for K-6 at 
low & moderate com-
munity spread level; 
masks required for all 
at substantial & high.

• Option 2A: 
Masks required for 

K-6 at low community 
spread; masks required 
for all at moderate, 
substantial & high.

• Option 3: Masks 
recommended for all 
at low, moderate & 
substantial communi-
ty spread levels; masks 
required for all at high.

• Option 4: Masks 
required for all at any 
community spread 
level.

Dr. Timmis ex-
plained that the Board 
agreed to utilize the 
same process used 
to select new Board 
members to guide 
this evening’s discus-
sion: each Trustee will 
choose their top three 
options, and those re-
ceiving at least three 
votes will be discussed 
further. Following dis-
cussion, Trustees will 
again vote on their top 
two choices, then dis-
cuss those before tak-
ing action.

Prior to narrowing 
down the options, the 
Board asked questions, 
made observations, 
and cited various au-
thorities on the effi-
cacy of masking. the 
right to endanger oth-
ers; kids need stabili-
ty and consistency in 
school and if masks get 

and keep students into 
the classroom, it seems 
a very little thing in or-
der to accomplish the 
greater good. All trust-
ees emphasized The 
Board’s biggest goal 
is to get kids back in 
school and keep them 
there.

N A R R O W I N G 
DOWN THE OP-
TIONS

At this point in the 
meeting, Trustees used 
sticky notes to vote for 
their top three pre-
ferred options, which 
Dr. Timmis recorded 
for public record. The 
options with at least 
three votes were Op-
tion 2 (6 votes), Op-
tion 2A (6 votes) and 
Option 4 (4 votes). 
[See meeting minutes 
for trustee votes]

Trustee Bruderly 
explained her prefer-
ence for Option 4 by 
reiterating that over 
half of Dexter’s stu-
dent population can-
not be vaccinated, and 
she cannot in good 
conscience vote for 
an option that doesn’t 
protect everyone.

Trustee Lundy fa-
vored Option 2, saying 
it would give people 
hope that down the 
road we can do some-

thing different, i.e. a 
light at the end of the 
tunnel. He reminded 
the Board that what-
ever we vote, this top-
ic will be revisited as 
things change.

Trustee Arnold 
liked 2A for the same 
reason: to provide 
hope when we hit low 
community spread 
again.

Trustees Kangas 
and Greatorex agreed, 
saying it gives both the 
best protection (un-
likely we’ll get down to 
low spread) and pro-
vides light at the end 
of the tunnel.

Following these 
comments, Trustees 
voted on their top two 
preferences, those re-
ceiving at least three 
votes were Option 2A 
and Option 4. Several 
Trustees agreed they 
liked the light at the 
end of the tunnel anal-
ogy. Trustee Bruderly 
stated she would sup-
port the Board’s deci-
sion, but would vote 
for Option 4 as it is in 
line with CDC recom-
mendations.

ACTION ITEMS
Brian Arnold 

made a motion that 
the Board of Education 
approve Option 2A for 

the Back-to-School 
COVID-19 Mitigation 
Plan. Melanie Szawara 
seconded the motion. 
The final vote was 6-1, 
with Trustee Bruderly 
voting against.

SECOND OP-
PORTUNITY FOR 
PUBLIC PARTICI-
PATION

Following the vote, 
the floor was opened 
for the second oppor-
tunity for public par-
ticipation. Hearing 
from students, staff 
and parents, com-
ments again covered 
the spectrum; some 
were “thrilled” with 
the Board’s vote and 
others “deeply disap-
pointed.” Additional 
points raised included 
revisiting the options 
as spread levels change, 
how classes such as 
band will run this year 
(when students take 
off masks) and a more 
robust, DCS-taught 
virtual option.

BOARD COM-
MENTS

Trustee Arnold re-
minded attendees that 
the District will short-
ly be sending out a 
survey to all families to 
gauge interest in virtu-
al instruction.


