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Dexter Board of Education Appoints Daniel Alabré 
and Melanie Szawara to Fill Board Vacancies

Dexter HS Trap Team Hits 
Impressive Marks During 

Another Successful Season

Story and more photos on page 7

The Dexter Com-
munity Schools 
Board of Education 
has appointed Dan-
iel Alabré and Mela-
nie Szawara as a new 
Board of Education 
trustees. Mr. Alabré 

and Ms. Szawara will 
be filling the seats va-
cated by Daryl Kipke 
and Julie Schumaker’s 
recent resignations 
and will serve the 
remainder of their 
terms, which expire 
December 31, 2021. 
Both trustees were 
sworn in at the 7pm 
regular meeting on 
July 26th along with 
Junior Student Repre-
sentative Griffin Patel, 
who is joining Senior 

Student Representa-
tive Aidan Naughton 
on the board.

Prior to this ap-
pointment, Daniel 
Alabré served on the 
BOE's Finance Com-
mittee as a volunteer 
Community Member 
and the DEI Com-
mittee. He is married 
and has three chil-
dren, two of whom 
are in the Dexter 
Community Schools 
and the third who re-
cently graduated. He 
spent 28 years in the 
U.S. Army, retiring 
as a Colonel. Daniel 
served in many com-
mand and staff posi-

tions throughout his 
career as an Infantry 
Officer and with the 
Defense Intelligence 
Agency where he was 
assigned as an attaché 
in several American 
embassies including 
Mexico City.

After retiring 
from the Army in late 
2012, he remained 
in Mexico working 
in the private sec-
tor, until returning 
to the United States 
and choosing Dexter 
as the family's home 
in 2015. He currently 
works as Director for 
Pinkerton Consulting 



August 6, 2021    Page 2Dexter Guardian



Page 3Dexter Guardian August 6, 2021    
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& Investigations. He 
volunteers for many 
of the sports and ac-
tivities his children 
are involved in and 
is a member of the 
American Legion lo-
cal Post 557.

A Dexter High 

School Alumna from 
a four-generation 
Dexter family, Mela-
nie Szawara is a fam-
ily law attorney who 
recently opened her 
own firm in Dex-
ter, MKS Law, PLLC, 
specializing in fam-
ily law. Melanie has 

Dexter Board of Education Appoints Daniel Alabré 
and Melanie Szawara to Fill Board Vacancies

two young children 
who attend Dexter 
Schools. She is in-
volved in the Dexter 
Chamber of Com-
merce and Rotary 
Club and serves on 
the boards of the Dex-
ter Community Fund 
and Dexter Wrestling 

Club. Melanie had 
this to say about her 
appointment:

“I feel fortunate to 
have this opportunity 
to serve my home-
town. My goals are to 
work hard, listen to 
the community, and 
focus on making the 
best decisions for the 
students. I look for-
ward to continuing 
Dexter's legacy of of-
fering the best educa-
tion available for the 
children in our com-
munity.”

Board of Educa-
tion President Mara 
Greatorex comment-
ed, “ I am continu-
ally reminded what 
a great district we 
live in. We had such 

a soundly qualified 
pool of candidates 
that applied to fill 
the open trustee po-
sitions. I believe the 
board chose the best 
of the best from the 
group: two candidates 
who have shown their 
dedication to the dis-
trict. This was Mel-
anie Szawara’s third 
interview for an open 
position, and she also 
ran last November re-
ceiving thousands of 
votes from the com-
munity. Her experi-
ence as a family law 
attorney, as a mother 
of two children in el-
ementary school, and 
her DHS alumni sta-
tus will be great assets 
to the board. Daniel 

Alabré has also been 
very active in the dis-
trict. In addition to 
this being his second 
time interviewing 
for an open trustee 
position, he has also 
served on district 
committees as a com-
munity member.

Daniel has also 
served on school 
boards internation-
ally and has several 
MASB courses under 
his belt. He comes in 
with quite a bit of ex-
perience to share with 
the board. I am very 
pleased with the new 
members and look 
forward to serving on 
the board with them.”
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Doug finding odor in a jumble of boxes.

The Joy of Nosework

By: Laura Perkins
This month, I 

wanted to share a lit-
tle about my favorite 
dog training hobby 
- nosework.    Nose-
work, also called scent 
work, is a compet-
itive event that was 
created based on the 
kind of work bomb 
and drug detection 
dogs do.    They use 
their noses to find 
the target odor, they 
use their bodies to 
tell their handler “it’s 
here!”, and their han-
dler then provides oo-
dles of reinforcement 
with play, praise and 
treats. 

As we continue to 
learn more about dogs 
and what they can 
sense, we have learned 
just how amazing 
they are at using their 
noses.    Dogs can be 
trained to detect can-

cer, upcoming sei-
zures, low blood sug-
ar, and most recently 
Covid-19.    And, they 
appear to really love 
doing it! 

However, most 
people do not have 
access to the kinds 
of target odors that 
working dogs search 
for.    So, in order to 
make this activity that 
dogs love more acces-
sible, nosework was 
born.    In the sport 
of competitive nose-
work, we use essential 
oils on a q-tip as the 
target odor.    Before 
your dog can search 
for this odor they have 
to be taught that this is 
what they are looking 
for.    Once they have 
been trained on the 
target odor, the han-
dler can teach the dog 
to do a particular be-
havior that indicates 

that the dog has found 
the odor.    Sometimes 
this is a behavior that 
is deliberately taught, 
and sometimes it is 
something that just 
evolves in the training 
process.    Dan does a 
little nose bop where 
the odor is stron-
gest and then whips 
his head around and 
stares at me.    Doug 
holds his nose on the 
spot where the odor 
is strongest and then 
he gets very still and 
his tail relaxes.  Other 
dogs I have watched 
and worked with do a 
sit, a gentle paw move-
ment or some version 
of the nose touching 
behavior.

In the very begin-
ning stages, we often 
just hide treats for 
the dogs to find.  This 
is a great way to get 
started quickly and 

easily at home, be-
cause it doesn’t take 
much training.    To 
get started this way, 
have a family member 
gently hold your dog’s 
collar.    Place a treat 
on the ground where 
they can see it and 
say “find it!”  Then let 
your dog go to get the 
treat.  

Gradually place 
the treat further away 
from where your 
dog is waiting.    Each 
time say, “find it!” 
and then let your dog 
go.  When they get to 
the treat, give lots of 
praise and, if desired, 
you can even give a 
second treat.    From 
there, you can have 
your dog wait behind 
a bedroom or bath-
room door (as long as 
they are happy with 
this) and hide the 
treat while they aren’t 

watching.    Open the 
door and say “find it” 
and let them search 
for the treat.  You can 
gradually make the 
hiding spots more 
challenging and even 
try it in your back-
yard.  Be sure that the 
treat is always easi-
ly accessible to your 
dog so that when she 
gets to it, she can eat it 
easily.  One more note 
- never hide a treat 
where you don’t want 
your dog to go!    For 
example, don’t hide 
a treat on your kitch-
en counter or in your 

couch cushions.
Nosework is a lot 

of fun and a great way 
to provide your dog 
with some enrich-
ment.    When I first 
began nosework, I 
stumbled upon an ex-
tra benefit that I hadn’t 
expected.    I began 
to better understand 
what Dan might be 
perceiving in his en-
vironment or on our 
walks.    I noticed that 
sometimes he would 
track where people, 
dogs, or squirrels had 
been.  I learned about 
what spots might be 
most desirable for 
him to sniff (bushes 
and corners).    I rec-
ognized when he was 
holding his head up 
high in the air, catch-
ing a scent on the 
breeze.    These obser-
vations have helped 
me to appreciate his 
abilities and our prac-
tice in nosework is 
what helped me to see 
them. 

I encourage you 
to give the treat hid-
ing game a try.    And 
then watch your dog 
on your next walk and 
see how many of those 
scenting behaviors 
you observe!
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Chelsea Community 
Foundation 
Announces

Grants to Chelsea 
Nonprofits and a

New Grant Cycle - 
Applications Due 

August 16

From: D&BStrategic 
Marketing

The Chelsea 
Community Foun-
dation (CCF) grants 
two Chelsea nonprof-
its financial support. 
The recipients are: 

• Chelsea Educa-
tion Foundation - in 
support of donor de-
velopment software 
and establishing a 
Chelsea School Dis-
trict alumni database 
- $6,600 

• St. Louis Cen-
ter for Exceptional 
Children and Adults 
- in support of emer-
gency well drilling 
to provide safe and 
potable water for an 
assisted living facility 
and adult residence 
hall - $20,000. 

CCF's Adviso-
ry Committee grant 
approval criteria are 
influenced by each 
application's sustain-
able impact on the 
Chelsea Community 
and the level of com-
munity engagement 
and collaboration. 
"These criteria are 
important because 
CCF's mission is to 
make a lasting impact 
that leverages and 
promotes nonprofits 
in Chelsea," shared 
Anne Mann, Adviso-
ry Committee Presi-
dent.   

Christina Ferris, 
Development Direc-
tor, St. Louis Center, 
provided the follow-
ing context, "CCF's 
financial support is 
critically essential, 
and outside of the 
typical grants they 
approve. St. Lou-
is Center is located 
on 180 acres, east of 
Chelsea, and home to 
84 residents. When 
the primary well, 

which provides pota-
ble water to the main 
building and the Cen-
ter’s assisted living fa-
cility, failed, drilling 
a replacement well 
became a top priori-
ty. With the support 
of CCF, we were able 
to do that. Our resi-
dents are a vulnerable 
population and they 
rely on us each day 
for their care. We are 
so grateful to CCF for 
helping us continue 
to provide a safe and 
secure home for our 
residents, some of 
whom have lived at 
the Center for more 
than 40 years.   Thank 
you CCF!”

Lynn Fox, Pres-
ident Chelsea Edu-
cation Foundation 
(CEF), shared her 
appreciation with the 
following statement. 
"During these past 
18 months, we have 
not been able to host 
our annual fundrais-
ers, so our revenue is 
down, which makes 
this grant even more 
significant. We have 
recognized the need 
for better and more 
frequent commu-
nication with our 
existing and future 
donors, letting them 
know what we are do-
ing and how we are 
implementing our 
grant and scholarship 
programs with their 
generosity. The most 
important reason 
for obtaining donor 
software is to enable 
us to do so efficient-
ly. Additionally, we 
need to manage our 
fundraising events. 
We researched four 
software vendors and 
landed on one that 
is dedicated solely to 
nonprofits. We appre-

ciate the fact that CCF 
saw the value to the 
community that CEF 
provides and that by 
enhancing our abil-
ity to communicate, 
manage and imple-
ment, we will be bet-
ter able to realize and 
grow our mission." 

To learn more 
about applying for 
grants, contact Greg-
ory Yankee, gyan-
kee@cfsem.org., or go 
to the website www.
chelseafoundation.
org.,for grant guide-
lines and apply direct-
ly. The submission 
deadline is August 
16, with responses in 
December. Qualify-
ing nonprofits are en-
couraged to apply!  

The Chelsea Com-
munity Foundation 
is a permanent char-
itable endowment 
with assets over $2.8 
million. The endow-
ment has been built 
through gifts from 
families, individuals, 
and businesses. CCF 
is guided by Chelsea's 
civic leaders who 
care deeply about the 
community. With 
these new grants, 
CCF has invested 
$1.8 million into the 
Chelsea Community 
by providing finan-
cial assistance to 40+ 
nonprofits since 1995. 

CCF relies on the 
generosity of donors 
in the Chelsea area 
to realize its mission. 
Donors interested in 
supporting are en-
couraged to contact 
Randy Ross, rross@
cfsem.org.or by vis-
iting the website at 
www.chelseafound.
org. 
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SAMANTHA SUTTON ROWS OFF TO 
U-M AFTER AMAZING SOFTBALL 

CAREER AT DEXTER

By Terry Jacoby
Opposing softball 

teams didn’t like to 
see Dexter’s Saman-
tha Sutton – whether 
toeing the rubber in 

the circle or holding 
a stick in the batter’s 
box. She was what best 
can be described as 
a game-changer and 
she helped changed 

many games by de-
livering them into the 
win column for her 
hometown team.

The Dreadnaughts 
won 27 games (only 

nine losses) this past 
season and were one 
of the best teams in 
the state – they came 
within three outs of 
sweeping two of the 

top teams in the state 
before falling 2-1 to 
Hartland in the Dis-
trict final.

Sutton was one of 
three Dreadnaughts 
(along with Kylee 
Niswonger and Liv-
vy Mellifont) to be 
named to the All-SEC 
First Team. She also 
was named to the All-
State Team and for 
good reason. In the 
circle, the senior post-
ed an amazing 1.75 
earned-run average 
and simply dominat-
ed opposing batters. 
At the plate, she bat-
ted .570 and showed 
impressive power 
with 12 home runs.

Sutton, who 
played the outfield 
when she wasn’t 
pitching, was proud 
of her team’s accom-
plishments in 2021.

“We had an in-
credible season,” she 

said. “We had a very 
successful season, and 
while we didn’t make 
it out of Districts, we 
beat No. 1 Howell and 
led No. 3 Hartland 
until the seventh in-
ning. I personally had 
a good year on the 
mound, but I couldn’t 
have been successful 
without my field be-
hind me. Their solid 
defense is what ulti-
mately won games. It 
was a group effort; we 
all worked together to 
win.”

And their great 
success followed a 
year of great disap-
pointment after the 
pandemic cancelled 
what appeared to be 
a promising season in 
2020 for Dexter.

“It was very diffi-
cult not playing last 
year,” Sutton says. 
“Much like this year, 
we were looking for-
ward to having a great 
season, and having it 
canceled due to Covid 
was devastating.”

Sutton, 18, pitched 
and played the out-
field as a freshman 
and sophomore for 
the Dreadnaughts. 
“We weren’t nearly 
as successful as this 
year,” she says. “I be-
lieve that having sev-
en seniors this year is 
what made us so solid 
in the field and at the 
plate.”

Samantha, the 
daughter of Jason and 
Wendy Sutton, first 
started playing soft-
ball when her parents 
signed her up for lit-
tle league at a young 
age. She liked it right 
away and her interest 
in softball only in-
creased the more she 
played.

“Softball is very 
different from other 
sports; it requires a lot 
of mental toughness, 
as it’s a game of fail-
ure,” she says. “While 
I’ve always been good 
at the physical game, 
learning to master 
the mental game has 
given me a lot of con-
fidence, and it made 
me love softball even 
more than before.”

Despite her love 
of the game and her 
high level of play, she 
is giving up the sport 
for another sport in 
college. Sutton will 
attend the University 
of Michigan in the fall 
and join the Wolver-
ines rowing team. She 
plans on studying bi-
ology.
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Dexter HS Trap Team Hits 
Impressive Marks During Another 

Successful Season
By Terry Jacoby

It was an amaz-
ing season for many 
Dexter High School 
teams, clubs and or-
ganizations this past 
year and one that re-
ally stood out in the 
bullseye of success 
was the 2021 Dexter 
Trap Team (DTT). 
Let’s head to the range 
and take aim at a few 
of their incredible ac-
complishments.

First, some back-
ground. The team, 
coached by Bill Hoff-
man with assistant 
coach Jim Kralik, is 
part of the USA High 
School Clay Target 
League based in Min-
nesota with teams 
participating in 40 
of the 50 states. They 
compete in the Spring 
2021 League, Mich-
igan State Champi-
onship and National 
Championship and 
meet on Monday eve-
nings for practice and 

league competitions.
“We continue to 

see increased interest 
locally in what has 
become the fastest 
growing, and safest, 
high school sport in 
the nation,” says Hoff-
man. “We have a very 
active group of family 
members who help 
out. The Ann Arbor 
Moose Sportsman’s 
League, Moose Lodge 
No. 1253,  continues 
to host the team, pro-
viding the trap fields, 
safety officers and as-
sistant coaching staff.”

The Washten-
aw County Pheas-
ants Forever Chapter 
#151, DTT and the 
Ann Arbor Moose 
Sportsman’s  League 
teamed up this spring 
for the planting of an 
ongoing wildflower 
prairie habitat project 
on the Sportsman’s 
grounds.

2021 Spring 
League

DTT fielded 35 

shooters during the 
2021 Spring League. 
Conferences are 
based on team sizes; 
DTT competed in 
Conference 8 with the 
top 25 scores post-
ing against our com-
petition each week. 
Other teams in Dex-
ter’s conference were 
Vicksburg, Quincy, 
Columbia Central, 
Chippewa Hills, Oliv-
et, Hillsdale Acade-
my, and Bellevue.

Despite some wet, 
cold and overcast 
shooting conditions, 
Dexter won its con-
ference. Lady Dread 
shooters occupied 
six of the Conference 
Top 10 Female Shoot-
er positions.

Six of the DTT 
members were se-
niors this past spring: 
Faith Anderson,  Bel-
la Emrick, Mike Faw-
cett, Brendan Mekas, 
Riley Moorman, and 
Evy Squire.

2021 Michigan 

State Championship
The State Cham-

pionship was held 
on June 19, 2021 at 
the Michigan Trap-
shooting Association 
grounds in Mason. 
The event featured 
703 shooters from 47 
schools who compet-
ed in both team and 
individual formats.

Dexter placed 
10th  overall with the 
following individual 
highlights:
Kera Root: Top 20 
Novice-Female
Will Durbin: Top 15 
JV-Male and JV-
Overall
Lexa Seelinger: #8 
JV-Female
Mike Fawcett: Top 
10 Varsity-Male and 
Varsity-Overall
Kylee Garcia: #1 
Varsity-Female 
(95/100) and Top 20 
Varsity-Overall
Whitley Fowler: Top 

25 Varsity-Female
2021 National 

Championship
The National 

Championship was 
held from July 9-11 
at the Michigan Trap-
shooting Association 
grounds in Mason 
and featured 1,684 in-
dividual shooters and 
160 teams from 17 
states competing over 
the course of three 
days.

DTT fielded a 
team composed of 
Lorenzo Biundo, 
Devon Emrick, Mike 
Fawcett, Kylee Garcia, 
and Alex Hoffman.

The Team quali-
fier was held on Fri-
day, July 9 with DTT 
shooting a score of 
93-93-93-93-89 (461) 
for 37th place.

Top 80 team 
scores made the cut 
for Sunday’s Team Fi-
nal.

Six members of the Dexter Trap Team were seniors. Pictured (L-R) 
Riley Moorman, Evy Squire, Bella Emrick, Faith Anderson and Mike 

Fawcett. Senior Brendan Mekas also was on the team.

Senior Brendan Mekas takes aim.

The Individual 
Qualifier was held on 
Saturday, July 10 with 
DTT fielding 15 indi-
vidual shooters. The 
cut for the individu-
al finals was the top 
406 scores with Alex 
Hoffman the lone 
DTT shooter making 
the mark.

On Sunday, July 
11, DTT shot 96-93-
92-91-89 for another 
461, combined with 
the Friday score for 
a 962 total and 30th 
place in the nation. 
In individual compe-
tition, Alex Hoffman 
shot a 187/200 but 
did not break the Top 
10.

Team members 
are currently shooting 
at some local events 
but practice will be 
picking up soon for 
the 2021 Fall League 
which starts  in Sep-
tember.
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DAHS 50th Anniversary 
Celebration

On Friday, Sep-
tember 10th, we will 
celebrate the 50th an-
niversary of our His-
torical Society with 
a fundraiser party at 
Gordon Hall with a 
little history, dancing 

and snacks! Many 
DAHS Board mem-
bers past and present 
will attend along with 
all of our great sup-
porters. Come and 
be part of the celebra-
tion!

Come early at 6 
pm to have a guided 
tour through Gordon 
Hall and then join the 
party.

Tickets are $50 
per person and are 
available at our web-

site: DexterHistory.
org, call 734-395-
4106 or at our booth 
during Dexter Daze 
on August 13th & 
14th.

GORDON HALL DAYS, 
SEPTEMBER 11th and 12th 

We are making 
plans for Gordon Hall 
Days and are hoping 
for good weather so 
we can have all of the 
proposed events. Our 
plans include activi-
ties for all ages.

Demonstrations 
of blacksmithing, 
bee keeping, vari-
ous crafts, handmade 
socks, chair canning, 
a demonstration of a 
canon and more will 
occur at small tents 
around the grounds. 

Dexter Area 
Historical Society 

Updates 2021

You will also find 
musical groups per-
forming at various 
times with the Dul-
cimers group playing 
on Saturday. We hope 
to have some live an-
imals including lla-
mas, sheep and other 
possible animals from 
the 4-H club.

Additionally you 
will find the Ann Ar-
bor Model Railroad 
Club in the back tent 
both days, the Car 
show along the drive-

way on Saturday from 
11 to 4, some Farm-
er’s market vendors 
on Sunday from 10-
4, tours of the newly 
restored Milk House 
both days, histori-
cal posters around 
the grounds, a farm 
display, a Museum 
booth, the Doletzky 
tractor and the Tally- 
Ho out on the green. 
As we get closer to 
the date, we will have 
more exact times and 
places for the various 

activities.
Nothing can hap-

pen without the help 
of many volunteers! 
Members, their chil-
dren or grandchil-
dren, and friends 
from the community 
are all needed to make 
Gordon Hall Days a 
success. The Rotary 
Club and the Lions 
Club have already 
agreed again to help 
us, but we need many 
more persons willing 
to help. We are seek-

ing volunteers from 
High schoolers to Se-
nior Citizens to help 
in many different ar-
eas. If you are inter-
ested in helping, we 
ask that you call 734-
426-2519 or email us 
at DexMuseum@aol.
com and we will get 
back to you. Please 
leave your name and 
contact information 
and using the chart 
below, indicate the 
days and times you 
would be available.

If you are inter-
ested in being a tour 
guide inside Gordon 
Hall, please let us 
know if you have any 
physical limitations 
as there are 3 floors 
and if necessary we 
can assign you to the 
main floor. For those 
interested in being 
Gordon Hall tour 
guides, use Nancy’s 
email, NancyVanB@
aol.com and she 
will get back to you. 

Michigan’s premier 
regional orchestra is 
returning this fall with 
a historic season of live 
performances that be-
gin in October and run 
through the spring of 
2022.  

For the Michigan 
Philharmonic this 
year will be a “Take2 
Celebration,” a series 
of concerts dedicat-
ed to the communi-
ty and honoring its 
76th  birthday season 
that includes world 
premieres, exciting 
concerts designed for 
unique instruments 
like mandolins and 
steelpans, a holiday 
performance, concerts 
at Schoolcraft College 
and the subtle sounds 

Michigan Philharmonic brings back 
live music for historic 76th season 
“Take2 Celebration” kicks off with October birthday bash

of  an  internationally 
renowned  jazz guitar-
ist.  

The Michigan 
Phil’s “Take2” season 
starts with a birthday 
bash on    Oct. 2 at Sa-
lem High School in 
Canton and featuring 
a brilliant young pia-
nist Anastasia Rizihov 
(performing Rach-
maninoff) as well as 
a piece by  University 
of Michigan facul-
ty composer,  Kristin 
Kuster. Then on Nov. 
12 the orchestra of-
fers a unique “M & 
Ms” performance cen-
tered around the  sib-
lings Fanny and Fe-
lix Mendelssohn  that 
also includes a world 
premiere piece for vi-

ola  and chamber or-
chestra  from compos-
er Andre Myers  (with 
soloist Brett Deubner). 
The concert will be 
held at Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Church 
in Plymouth. 

What would De-
cember be in the com-
munity without the 
Michigan Phil’s annu-
al “Holiday Pops with 
the Phil” concert? Two 
performances will be 
offered on Dec. 9 at the 
historic Penn Theatre 
in downtown Plym-
outh and highlighting 
the  Philharmonic’s 
principal  oboist Chris 
Wheeler. 

The season con-
tinues in 2022 with an 
unusual Jan. 23 perfor-

mance featuring a local 
mandolin artist and 
composer Brad Phil-
lips who will present 
the orchestra’s second 
world premiere, a spe-
cial piece for mandolin 
and strings. This con-
cert will be performed 
in the St. John’s Chapel 
in Plymouth. 

In February it’s 
time for “All that Jazz: 
The Roaring Twenties 
and Beyond” on Feb. 12 
at Schoolcraft College’s 
VisTaTech Center. 
This highly anticipated 
show features the tal-
ented jazz guitarist and 
composer Mimi Fox 
who will perform two 
of her own pieces as 
well as many popular 
jazz pieces from com-

posers like Gershwin, 
Berlin and Johnson.   

A month later 
watch for the Caribbe-
an-inspired  “A Night 
in Tropics” on March 
11 at First Methodist 
Church in Plymouth 
and featuring a nev-
er before spotlight-
ed steelpan soloist 
Josanne Francis. This 
is also a “side-by-side” 
concert with the Mich-
igan Philharmon-
ic Youth Orchestra 
(MPYO). 

In April, the cele-
bration continues with 
the Michigan Phil’s 
“Ode to Joy.” The April 
9 evening will be held 
at Salem High and fea-
ture Ludwig Beetho-
ven’s Symphony No. 9 

with outstanding solo-
ists Sara Emerson Mc-
Garvey, soprano; Kath-
ryn Calzone, mezzo; 
Joseph Guyton, tenor; 
Jonathan Lasch, bass 
as well as  three local 
choirs from School-
craft College, Plym-
outh Oratorio Society 
and Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools’ 
high school pro-
gram.  The evening 
will also showcase a 
new work, a homage 
to Beethoven, by guest 
composer Michael Gil-
bertson. 

The Michigan 
Phil will wrap up its 
76th  season on May 
21 with “The Great 
American Songbook” 
 continued on page 9
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 ➢ continued from page 8
at Schoolcraft College. 
This evening features 
the smooth sounds of 
versatile vocalist Suede 
performing some great 
American standards 
from Cole Porter, 
Richard Rodgers, Ger-
shwin, Duke Ellington, 
Henry Mancini, Ju-
lie Styne and Stephen 
Sondheim. 

Founded in 1945 
as the Plymouth Sym-
phony Orchestra, to-
day the Michigan Phil-
harmonic is one of the 
most highly-respected 
regional orchestras 
showcasing classi-
cal and pop music in 
southeast Michigan 
communities through-
out the year. 

The Philharmon-

Michigan Philharmonic brings back 
live music for historic 76th season 
“Take2 Celebration” kicks off with October birthday bash

ic’s current Music Di-
rector and Conductor, 
Nan Washburn, is em-
barking on her  23rd 
season.  As the sev-
enth conductor in the 
orchestra’s history, 
Washburn’s leadership 
tenure has seen the 
Philharmonic trans-
form into a fully re-
gional orchestra with 
a stable of more than 
55 professional musi-
cians, the majority of 
whom are a part of the 
American Federation 
of Musicians. 

In 2020-21, the or-
chestra had planned a 
special 75-year anni-
versary celebration but 
was forced to postpone 
all of its regular live 
performances due to 
the pandemic.  

Throughout its 
76 years the “Michi-
gan Phil” has worked 
tirelessly on behalf of 
the community. Be-
sides  presenting a full 
season of concerts and 
programs, the Philhar-
monic partners with 
several school districts, 
the Wayne County 
Community College 
District, the Huron 
Clinton Metroparks, 
Brighton Center for the 
Performing Arts and 
the Detroit River Con-
servancy – Parks Divi-
sion for performances 
throughout southeast 
Michigan. The Mich-
igan Philharmonic 
Youth Orchestra pro-
vides young musicians 
numerous opportuni-
ties to hone their skills 

and take part in an 
array of programs and 
performances. 

With offices lo-
cated in PARC (the 
Plymouth Arts and 
Recreation Complex) 
and widely supported 
by community orga-
nizations, businesses 
and longstanding pa-
trons, the Philharmon-
ic maintains strong 
ties to its birthplace 76 
years ago. 

Later this summer 
the Philharmonic will 
also be performing a 
special chamber con-
cert at the historic El-
eanor and Edsel Ford 
House on the evening 
of Saturday, Aug. 21 
and a fundraising con-
cert at Plymouth’s his-
toric Wilcox House on 

Saturday, Aug. 28. 
About the    Mich-

igan Philharmon-
ic: Getting ready to cel-
ebrate its 76th  season 
this fall, the Michigan 
Philharmonic – (or 
“Michigan Phil”) – is 
one of the most inno-
vative and dynamic 
professional orchestras 
in Southeast Michigan. 
Nan Washburn, Music 
Director & Conductor 
since 1999, has won 
19 ASCAP Awards 
for Adventurous Pro-
gramming of Contem-
porary Music from the 
League of American 
Orchestras.  In 2019 the 
Michigan Philharmon-
ic was awarded Second 
Place in the American 
Prize for Professional 
Orchestras.    The or-

chestra performs in an 
ever-expanding ros-
ter of Michigan com-
munities; including 
Plymouth, Canton, 
Northville, Livonia, 
Brighton, Downtown 
Detroit, and many 
others. The Michigan 
Phil is committed to 
reaching out to a broad 
and diverse array of 
audiences and provid-
ing enjoyable cultural 
and social experienc-
es, while encouraging 
anyone who loves live 
music events to “Spend 
the night with Michi-
gan Phil.”  

For tickets and 
more information, 
please visit www.mich-
iganphil.org  or call 
(734) 451-2112. 
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Dexter Daze is right 
around the corner!

Life is back to nor-
mal and we couldn't be 
happier! Dexter Daze 
2021 is ready to go and 
waiting for all of our 
friends and neighbors to 
stop by and visit our ven-
dors and enjoy the music 
in Monument Park on 
August 13-14. And don't 
forget the parade on Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.! 

Here's a list of our 
vendors for this year's 
event:

Accessories & Jewel-
ry: Apparel:
Dons and Anna Indian 
Crafts AJs Custom Cloth
Hoola Jewelry Anna + 
Zoe
Laura Lorraine's Bou-
tique KKreations
Make It Pink Tina 
Hackman Creations
My Garden of Earrings
Reel Survival Gear 
Artisans:
Rock Your World 
Crystals Belly Beautiful 
Henna
L3 Art Dolls

Home Decor: 
LB Personalized Design
Alchemy Glass My 
Dad's Butterflies
Colonel Coconut Ray's 

Dexter Daze 2021
Rags
Freeze Frame Photog-
raphy
Ink & Wash by Andy 
Finished Goods Retail-
ers:

Layered from Zero 
Food Products:
Live Love Michigan Jose 
Madrid Salsa
Mi Town Michigan Har-
vest Kettle Corn
One Krafty Lady Paul's 
Gourmet Jerky
Piece of Mac
Rabbott 

Creative Food at the 
Festival:
River Run Images Dex-
ter Lions
Temper Metal Fabrica-
tion Kona Ice
The Kroll Kompound 
Sawmill and Woodcraft 
Smokehouse 52 BBQ

Community/Clubs:
Dexter Historical Soci-
ety
Dexter Youth Football 
League & Cheer
DHS Hockey Team
SRSLY Dexter

Stay tuned because 
we may be adding an-
other 2-3 vendors for 
your shopping pleasure!!

And -- how about 
the entertainment? Here 
is the schedule for this 

year:
Friday, August 13
11 a.m. - Kevin Devine 
Children's Entertainer
2 p.m. - School of Rock
6 p.m. - KayLyn Pack 
Country Music Enter-
tainer
Saturday, August 14
10 a.m. - Dexter Daze 
Parade
12 noon - Colors the 
Clown
2:30 p.m. - From Grace 
Quintet
7 p.m. - Cellar Cats 
Classic Rock & Pop

Dexter Daze is a 
wonderful communi-
ty event and one that 
wouldn't happen with-
out the support of many 
people and businesses. 
The Dexter Daze Com-
mittee are all volun-
teers who spend 10-11 
months every year plan-
ning to make sure that it 
is a fun and entertaining 
festival for you, our visi-
tors. But the Committee 
aren't the only ones who 
make Dexter Daze hap-
pen year after year. 

This year's event was 
planned in just about 2 
months - well under the 
10-11 months we usual-
ly take. It has taken not 

only a lot of hard work, 
but also for people and 
businesses to step up 
and help. We would be 
NOWHERE without our 
local businesses who an-
swered our call for finan-
cial help. We thank them, 
from the bottom of our 
hearts, and request that 
you support them in any 
way that you can:

The Beer Grotto 
- Our Platinum Festi-
val Sponsor - the spon-
sor for the entire event. 
THANK YOU!! Just an 
FYI, with a Platinum 
sponsorship comes a free 
booth. The Beer Grotto 
donated their booth to 
a deserving group. We 
think that was awesome!

Pearl Planning - 
Gold Sponsor for the 
kid's interactive inflat-
ables. Our kids get free 
activities thanks to the 
generosity of this com-
pany!

Kelli Carlene Skin & 
Care - Gold Sponsor for 
the Main Stage and DJ. 
This is a new business in 
Dexter, please be sure to 
check her out.

Stieper & Brust Or-
thodontics - Gold Spon-
sor for the ever popular 
Top Hat Performers!

Aubree's of Dexter 
- Silver Sponsor for the 

also ever popular Train!
Cedars of Dexter - 

Silver Sponsor for coun-
try music entertainer 
KayLyn Pace.

Dan Waitz Associ-
ates - Silver Sponsor for 
the From Grace Quintet, 
who will be performing 
on Saturday.

Main Street Optom-
etry - Silver Sponsor for 
the Cellar Cats Classic 
Rock & Pop band. Also 
performing on Saturday.

Dexter Pediatric 
Dentistry and Mike Fitz-
patrick from Edward 
Jones Financial - Silver 
Sponsor for Putt Putt 
Golf.

Dexter Township - 
Bronze Sponsor for Eric 
the Juggler.

Silver Maples - 
Bronze Sponsor for Kev-
in Devine.

Dairy Queen - 
Bronze Sponsor for 
School of Rock.

Dexter Creamery - 
Bronze Sponsor for the 
Dexter Daze Parade.

Dexter Family Eye 
Center - Bronze Sponsor 
for Colors the Clown.

We'd also like to 
thank our Supporting 
Sponsors: 

3Bird, Dancers 
Edge, DHS Class of 87, 
Dick Lundy, Hearts & 

Flowers, Proven, Thrive 
Chiropractic, White Tail 
Farm, Dexter Bakery 
and the Dexter Mara-
thon.

Last, but definitely 
not least, we thank all 
of you who donated as 
Friends of Dexter. As 
mentioned above, Dex-
ter Daze couldn't hap-
pen without the support 
of our community. With 
the limited planning 
time this year, we had 
concerns about raising 
enough money to put on 
the event, even one that 
will be (unfortunately) 
smaller than normal. 
It does the heart good 
to see the love that this 
town has for Dexter 
Daze. 

We are also really 
excited that the Amer-
ican Legion offered to 
organize the fireworks 
this year. Please note 
that, per the Legion, the 
fireworks will be held on 
FRIDAY night this year. 
Please contact the Amer-
ican Legion to find out 
the exact start time and 
be sure you don't miss it!

We can't wait to see 
everyone at the 50th An-
niversary Dexter Daze 
on August 13-14, 2021!

Dexter Daze Com-
mittee


