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In an effort to help 
readers get to know 
the candidates in lo-
cal elections, I was 
able to chat with Elise 
Bruderly.  She was 
newly appointed to 
the vacant seat on the 
Board and is running 
for the position.  

I started by ask-
ing Elise why she was 
running?  She ex-
plained that she has 
twins and when they 
were about 7-8 years 

Interview with Elise Bruderly 
Candidate for School Board 

Trustee

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

old she was involved 
in everything from 
girl scouts and cub 
scouts to soccer.  She 
was running around 
trying to be involved.  
When she thought 
about it, her priority 
was that her kids get 
a good education.  In 
the Fall of 2014 there 
was an opening on the 
school board.    She 
applied for the posi-
tion.  It was a new area 
for her.   Applying be-
came a springboard.  
She got to know peo-
ple in the communi-
ty.  And through that, 
Elise became a found-
ing member of E4DS.  
For the last three 
years, she’s been the 
president of the group 
and has worked with 
the administration 
on budgeting and 
funding.  She knows 
and trusts the peo-
ple overseeing the 
schools.  Elise believes 
in the education goals 
of the district.  She 
has a positive view of 
the district and will 
contribute and com-
municate with the 
community.  

I asked Elise how 
COVID-19 was im-
pacting her cam-

paign.   She explained 
that it’s been really in-
teresting.  Her back-
ground is of a social 
worker and her hus-
band is a physician.  
She’s used to meeting 
people where they 
are.  So Elise would 
like to host communi-
ty meetups.  Since the 
community did not 
have a chance to vote 
her in, she would like 
to make herself avail-
able in the next few 
weeks. She will make 
announcements re-
garding time, date, 
and location on her 
Facebook and Twitter 
pages: https://www.
facebook.com/elise-
foreducation/  and 
https://twitter.comE-
liseBruderly.  With 
Twitter, you don’t 
have to have a Twit-
ter account to see her 
posts.  

I asked Elise if 
there was any other 
message she’d like to 
convey to the public 
and her potential vot-
ers.    She stated that 
she values education.  
She was the product 
of public education 
and she’s grateful.  
Serving on the board 

The City Coun-
cil meeting opened 
with a special guest 
during planned par-
ticipation.  Washt-
enaw County Sheriff 
Jerry Clayton was on 
the zoom to discuss a 
new opportunity for 
public participation 
with the Sheriff 's de-
partment.  

The sheriff ex-
plained that he’s 
forming a compliance 
committee to evalu-
ate the department’s 

Jerry Clayton Announces 
Public Opportunity to 

Coproduce Public Safety at 
City Council Meeting

compliance with the 
6 pillars of the task 
force recommenda-
tions.  He wants reg-
ular citizen involve-
ment and leadership.  
He wants about 40-50 
people divided into 
6 groups.  The goal 
will be to co-produce 
public safety.  Rath-
er than oversight, 
he’d like to do it on 
the front-end before 
things go wrong  For 
each of the six groups 
he’d like to see a com-
munity member hold 
the chair or co-chair 

position.  
Jerry Clayton is 

asking members of 
the public to partici-
pate in the Police Re-
form Academy.  Top-
ics will include the 
use of force, hiring, 
discipline, and more.   
The PRA will be an 
information-sharing 
session with police 
trainers. The public is 
encouraged to share 
opinions and ideas 
regarding solutions.  

Finally, Jerry 
Clayton is asking for 
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In last week's Dexter Guardian the front page article 
listed the name Barbara Reed, the name should have 
been Barbara Read. Dexter Guardian apologizes for 

the error.

From Bobby Maldonado
Beginning Satur-

day, July 25, St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea will 
follow a new sched-
ule for its COVID-19 
testing site, located at 
1515 Commerce Park 

St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea adjusts 

COVID-19 testing 
hours to better serve 

the community
Drive in Chelsea.   The 
testing site, which 
moved to the Com-
merce Park location 
earlier this month,  is 
able to test community 
members exhibiting at 
least one symptom of 
COVID-19.   The up-
dated testing schedule 
addresses a need to 
better meet the com-
munity's demand for 
COVID-19 testing 
by designating time 

blocks for local resi-
dents.

The new commu-
nity testing hours are:

Monday through 
Wednesday:
1 to 4 p.m.

Thursday and Fri-
day:
8 a.m. to Noon

Saturday and Sun-
day:
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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 ➢ continued from  page 1
public participation 
on the hiring com-
mittee for the Washt-
enaw County Sher-
iff 's department.  

The application 
deadline for the posi-
tions is August 15th.  
The application can 
be found at washten-
aw.org, “21st Centu-
ry Policing,”   Martin 
Luther King stated, “A 
riot is the language of 
the unheard.”  It seems 
that Jerry Clayton is 
hearing the world to-
day and willing to ad-
just and give the com-
munity a  voice.  This 
is a great direction to 
take to improve the 
relationship between 
the public and the po-
lice.  I encourage peo-
ple from all walks of 
life to apply and make 
your voice heard.  
Some positions will 
offer stipends that will 
help cover babysitters 
and travel expenses.  

The mayor asked 
the sheriff about The 
Eight Can’t-Wait pol-
icies brought up at the 
last council meeting.  
Jerry Clayton stated 
that the Washtenaw 
Sheriff 's department 
already uses the stan-
dards and has for two 
years.   He did pro-
vide an exception, 
the no chokeholds.  
He explained that in 
situations of life and 
death for officers, 
chokeholds are al-
lowed.  He stated that 
two years ago, prior 
to eight can’t wait, 

Jerry Clayton Announces Public Opportunity to 
Coproduce Public Safety at City Council Meeting

campaign zero was a 
push toward police 
reform.  And Jerry 
Clayton looked at the 
four best policies and 
used them to rework 
his policies.  After the 
sheriff completed his 
presentation, student 
rep Isabella Malek 
thanked him and stat-
ed that she liked that 
he is incorporating 
community mem-
bers.  The feeling that 
we all need a voice in 
how we are policed 
is strong, especially 
with what we see in 
the news.  This feels 
like a step in the right 
direction.  

Ryan Henyard 
spoke during public 
participation.  He has 
created a teach-out 
through the  Univer-
sity of Michigan and 
encouraged council 
members to take it.  
It’s free of charge and 
if you’re interested in 
learning more, it can 
be found by search-
ing for Ryan Henyard 
University of Mich-
igan. The title of the 
Teachout is “Police 
Brutality in America.”  
Ryan also took the 
time to explain the 
chants of defunding 
the police and what 
they actually mean.  
He wants people to 
understand that peo-
ple are talking about 
defunding and rein-
vesting.    He wants 
the police to be used 
in the field for which 
they are trained and 
not ask police to be 

more.    He’d like to be-
come a more preven-
tative society, rather 
than a reactive.  Rein-
vest in the root causes 
of crime.  He explains 
that the community 
would like to provide 
solutions to commu-
nity problems.  Spend 
money on mental 
health training and 
that sort of thing.  
Another person who 
spoke stated that it’s 
about being smart 
money and how we 
use deputies.  

Next were city re-
ports.  The treasurer 
stated that the assis-
tant to the assessor 
is doing an excellent 
job.  People can get a 
utility bill via email.  

The public ser-
vices report was giv-
en and we learned 
that the final paving 
of Hudson and Grant 
should be complete 
by this past Wed.  
Dan also stated that 
the sewer issue on 
Dexter Chelsea has 
been addressed and is 
completely sealed and 
looks good.

Michelle gave up-
dates on several proj-
ects, some of which 
were stalled because 
of COVID-19.  She 
also stated that Dollar 
General signed a let-
ter of intent in Dexter 
Crossing.  

We learned from 
Councilman Cous-
ins that the Water-
shed council is going 
ahead with Suds on a 
River.  It will be dif-

ferent than in years 
past, but it is going to 
happen in an effort to 
try to help breweries 
and restaurants.  

Courtney ex-
plained that the on-
line meeting order 
has been extended 
and will remain in 
effect for as long as 
Michigan is in a state 
of emergency.  On 
election Tuesday, the 
city offices will only 
be used for the elec-
tion to try and keep 
numbers of people in 
the building lower.  

The needs assess-
ment for the fire de-
partment, sheriff, and 
facility all failed to 
pass.  

  The council post-
poned having the ar-

chitect work on the 
fire station project 
until they can agree 
on a needs assess-
ment.  The council 
also postponed the 
review and approval 
of RFQ for construc-
tion management 
firms to be a part of 
the fire department 
project until after the 
council’s educational 
session on the topic.  

The council ap-
proved the Avalon 
request to amend the 
purchase agreement.  
After speaking with 
lenders and trying to 
find the safest option 
for the city, the coun-
cil agreed to what will 
work for the city and 
the lenders.  

The council ap-

proved the third 
option for the char-
ter amendment lan-
guage.  The third op-
tion was approved 
as legal by the Attor-
ney General.  At this 
point, the language 
needs to be certified 
to be on the ballot.  
Council, whether 
they agreed with it 
or not, had to ap-
prove the language as 
a rule of the election 
process.  Approval of 
the language does not 
indicate the council’s 
support.    

The meeting 
wrapped with a lot 
accomplished.  And 
the expectation that 
future meetings will 
remain on zoom. 

Interview with 
Elise Bruderly 
Candidate for 
School Board 

Trustee
 ➢ continued from page 1
is her way of pay-
ing it forward.  She 
wants to continue a 
robust education and 
support the teachers.  
She wants to ensure 
that the district is re-

sponsive to changing 
education and think-
ing about what a kid 
in 2020 should learn 
for the workplace.  
Elise will continue to 
support by being a 
positive voice while 

continuing to expand 
good programming.  
If you are running 
and would like to be 
featured email me at 
anbingham@gmail.
com.



Page 5Dexter Guardian July 31, 2020    

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
BASEBALL, CARDBOARD FANS, 

PIPED IN SOUND AND JIM LEYLAND

From dextery-
outhfootball.com

Hello Families and 
Friends,

In preparation for 
the upcoming foot-
ball season we would 
like all of our fami-
lies and our commu-
nity to know that we 
have been preparing 
to deal with all of the 
uncertainty in the 
present time as best 
as we can. While the 
MHSAA has said fall 
sports can proceed as 
normal, we have been 
advised to await one 
more announcement 
from state leadership 
regarding the sport of 
football for this fall. 

Announcement 
from Dexter Youth 

Football League 
regarding youth 
football this Fall

We expect that an-
nouncement by the 
end of July.

In order for fami-
lies to be prepared in 
the event of an open 
registration we wanted 
to share the fees asso-
ciated so families can 
plan. Registration for 
5/6 grade Tackle Foot-
ball will be $225, 3/4 
grade Tackle Football 
will be $180, all Flag 
Football will be $125 
and Cheerleading will 
be $50. All of these 
prices are the same or 
lower than the previ-
ous year.

In regard to the 
current global health 
situation, we can as-
sure you that Dexter 
Youth Football will 
follow all applicable 
guidelines established 
by our partners at the 
Michigan High School 

Athletic Association, 
the State of Michigan, 
the Washtenaw Coun-
ty Board of Health, 
USA Football as well 
as Dexter Community 
Education.

The health and 
well-being of our par-
ticipants and their 
families is paramount 
to us and we assure 
you we want nothing 
but the best possible 
experience for every-
one.

We look forward 
to another announce-
ment with more news 
once the state makes 
their announcement 
soon. Please visit our 
website, www.dextery-
outhfootball.com  for 
contact information 
should you have any 
comments or con-
cerns.

"It's just baseball."
That was a phrase 

Jim Leyland was fond 
of saying throughout 
his career as Detroit 
Tigers manager. Ley-
land was skipper of 
the Tigers from 2006 
through 2013 leading 
Detroit to two World 
Series appearances in 
2006 and 2012 (both 
losses). 

I always despised 
that saying. 

I also disliked the 
way Leyland said the 
short sentence. In-
stead of pausing be-
tween his words, Ley-
land would mumble 
the sentence in one 
breath and seemingly 
as one word -- "Its-

justbaseball." 
It annoyed me.
It especially irked 

me because he uttered 
the one-word-phrase 
(if that makes any 
sense?) more often 
than not after Tiger 
losses. No matter what 
happened on the field 
to bring about the 
loss, Leyland spewed 
out his patented line, 
err, word (?) -- "Its-
justbaseball." 

The ground ball 
rolled under the glove 
of the Tigers short-
stop allowing the 
game-winning run to 
score? 

"Itsjustbaseball," 
said Leyland after-
ward in the press 
briefing. 

A multitude of er-
rors by Detroit lead-
ing to yet another 
frustrating loss?

"Itsjustbaseball," 
Leyland would say to 
the reporter. 

Tiger hitters strik-
ing out 15 times in a 
shutout loss?

"Itsjustbaseball," 
muttered Leyland, 

once again.
Well, it's 2020 and 

baseball is back. 
Or is it? 
With the virus 

continuing to plague 
the world, baseball in 
America opened its 
shortened 60-game 
season this past week. 
Four games into the 
season and already 
teams have multiple 
players testing posi-
tive for the virus. It'll 
be interesting to see 
what Major League 
Baseball and the pow-
ers-that-be decide 
to do regarding the 
possible spread of the 
virus throughout all 
teams. 

That being said, 
watching some of 
these early games has 
been interesting, to 
say the least. 

I know I'm in the 
minority, but I actu-
ally like the empty 
stands in the stadi-
ums. I absolutely ab-
hor television broad-
casts which show 
shots of fans seem-
ingly after each and 

every pitch during a 
game. And it's not just 
Tiger broadcasts, but 
national coverage, as 
well. If I see one more 
shot of a guy in a cra-
zy rally-hat sitting in 
the stands or a con-
cerned woman with 
her hand over her 
mouth as she hopes 
for a much-needed 
out, I think I'm go-
ing to throw the re-
mote through my 
TV screen. It's such 
a breath of fresh air 
to not have to worry 
about watching such 
nonsense each game. 

With no fans in 
the stands, the TV 
cameras are forced to 
simply focus on the 
ball field and the ac-
tion. Imagine that? 
What a concept. Of 
course, there are still 
the annoying, seem-
ingly forever camera 
shots of the manager 

in the dugout look-
ing blankly into space 
or the player on the 
bench spitting out 
sunflower seeds or to-
bacco juice, but I can 
handle those, for the 
most part. 

I think it's ridicu-
lous having cardboard 
cutouts of "fans" in 
the stands and piped 
in crowd noise. Just 
stop...

It's nice hear-
ing the players talk 
and grunt while they 
hustle to make plays. 
That's a big part of 
the game. Even if you 
hear the occasional 
salty word, so be it, 
that's sports. 

It also seems like 
players are less apt 
to showboat with no 
fans in the stands -- 
and I like that, too. 
Just play baseball. 

To me, this new 
type of game atmo-

sphere is more pure, 
more respectful of 
the sport of baseball. 
Sometimes, when 
there are full stadi-
ums, the bright lights 
of the national broad-
casts and all the other 
bells and whistles of a 
Major League Base-
ball contest, the real 
attraction for a purest 
like me -- the actual 
game being played -- 
more often than not 
gets lost in all of the 
other "action" going 
on outside of the ball 
field. 

I don't mind this 
"new" baseball for-
mat. 

Less noise, more 
focus on baseball. 

I'm okay with that, 
for sure. 

"Itsjustbaseball..."
Yes, it is. 
And I like it...

THE WATER-
MOO is a 111.88-
mile gravel bike race 
on mostly gravel, 
some tarmac and a 
road that is no lon-
ger a road with a 
river crossing in the 
farmlands of south-
eastern Michigan. To 
successfully complete 
THE WATERMOO 

The 
WATERMOO 

2020

requires one to work 
hard and patiently 
like the water oxen 
that once roamed the 
land many years ago. 
THE WATERMOO 
will be an honest 
challenge for most 
and something riders 
will be proud of com-
pleting. Details and 
registration at https://

thewatermoo.com/.
The WATER-

MOO will take place 
Saturday August 8 
beginning at 7:11 am 
and lasting until 3pm. 
The WATERMOO 
will take place at 2319 
Bishop Cir E in Dex-
ter. For tickets visit 
www.bikereg.com.
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The 49th Dexter 
Daze was cancelled 
due to the refusal of the 
Dexter City Council 
to approve our permit 
request. This was done 
after a modified plan 
was submitted and 
without any opportu-
nity to make further 
modifications. We had 
no choice but to cancel 
the event. We recent-
ly found out that the 
City Council is willing 
to approve fundrais-
ing events within the 
City and specifically at 
Monument Park.

We are very excited 
to report that the Dex-

A message from the 
Dexter Daze Committee:

ter Daze Committee 
has submitted a new 
park use permit to the 
City for their approv-
al. Since we were not 
approved to hold the 
49th Dexter Daze, and 
since we use each year’s 
event to help cover the 
normal expenses of the 
Dexter Daze Festival, 
i.e. insurance, we are 
requesting that the City 
and the City Council 
approve a very small 
fundraising event so 
that we will be able to 
hold a spectacular 50th 
Dexter Daze in August, 
2021.

Please stay tuned 

as we await the deci-
sion of the City Coun-
cil. We have modified 
our request to fit the 
same parameters of 
other events that have 
already been approved, 
so we are confident 
that our effort will be 
successful. The plan is 
to hold this fundrais-
ing event on Saturday, 
August 15 from 10-4 
in Monument Park. 
We look forward to 
seeing all friends of 
Dexter Daze come 
out as a show of sup-
port for this well-loved 
community event. 
Thank you so much.

SRSLY is partner-
ing with St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea and 
the Community Men-
tal Health Partnership 
of Southeast Michigan 
to lead free "Guiding 
Good Choices" parent 
workshops in Stock-

"Guiding Good Choices" 
Virtual Parent Workshops

bridge, Chelsea, Dex-
ter, and Manchester. 
Due to social distanc-
ing, our parent work-
shops will now be held 
virtually! 

These workshops 
help parents with com-
munication, bonding, 

and setting rules and 
boundaries. Parents, 
guardians and/or 
grandparents are wel-
come to attend. The 
program works best 
with caregivers who 
have a child between 
the ages of 9-14, but 

is open to anyone. The 
workshop includes 
5 sessions, held for 2 
hours once a week.

This program is 
evidence based, and is 
proven to reduce sub-
stance abuse and other 
problematic behaviors 

among kids whose 
parent participates. 
Those who participate 
in the "Guiding Good 
Choices" workshop 
can reduce their kids' 
chances of drug use by 
40%.

To find out more 

about the program or 
upcoming workshops, 
visit srslycoalition.org 
or email ggc@srslyco-
alition.org. A new ses-
sion begins August 6, 
Thursdays, 12–2 pm.

Dexter Little 
League Update

DLL Families,
It is with great sad-

ness that we announce 
that we are cancelling 
the remainder of our 
summer season. 

We spoke to LL 
officials this morn-
ing regarding the two 
positive COVID tests 
involving players in 
our summer league, 
and they advised us to 
consult with our local 
health department. 
The advice from the 
health department 
was that due to the 

risk of obvious com-
munity spread, we 
should cancel.

Your volunteer 
board has spent hours 
(and hours and hours) 
trying to find a way 
that would make it ok 
to continue play, but 
the consensus is that 
for the safety of the 
players and families 
in our league, as well 
as the Dexter com-
munity, we need to do 
our part to reduce the 
spread of COVID. 

I appreciate your 
grace and understand-
ing with regard to this 
decision. It was not 
an easy one for us to 
make.

Thank you!!
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From Carissa Poroko
For the first time 

since the  school 
opened in 1955, St. 
Mary Pinckney is 
thankful to have a few 
empty chairs  in their 
classrooms. 

As they pre-
pare to roll-out 
their  re-opening plan 
and welcome students 
back into the build-
ing August 24th,  a 
major game chang-
er allowing them to 
come back full time 
and in person is the 
fact  that  their school 
building has capacity 
for twice their enroll-
ment. 

“Our students 
have always reaped 
the benefits of smaller 
class sizes, from more 
individual attention, 
increased participa-
tion,  and better com-
munication between 
teachers and students 
to ample public speak-
ing  opportunities in 
front of the whole 
school or the inti-
mate, tight-knit  com-
munity we have 
built.    But now,  our 
smaller class sizes al-
low us to come back 
full time and in per-
son, which we cannot 
place a value on,” said 
St. Mary Principal Ve-
ronica Kinsey, who 
has been  with the 
school for 34 years.  

St. Mary Pinckney Announces Plan 
to Reopen Safely, 5-days in School
Smaller Class Sizes Allow for Social Distancing Measures That 

Now Benefit Students Academically, Socially, Emotionally 
More Than Ever Before Through In-person Schooling

Photos By:  St. Mary Pinckney

“We believe the 
best place for our stu-
dents is in school, and 
we have been working 
around the clock for 
months to ensure they 
are going to be safe,” 
she added. “Unless 
Governor Whitmer 
shuts  schools down 
across the state, 
our  plan is for all 
our students to be in 
school all day, every 
day.”

Founded 65 years 
ago in Pinckney, the 
K– 8 private  elemen-
tary moved to a new 
building in 2003 that 
was built to host 250 
students.  With a cur-
rent enrollment of 130 
plus pre-k, that extra 
breathing room goes 
a  long  way in today’s 
pandemic.  

“Even with en-
rollment up 20% and 
new students in every 
grade but one, we can 
space our students 
six feet apart in every 
classroom,” Kinsey 
said.  “We also placed 
school branded social 
distancing imagery in 
the hallways so our 
students can visual-
ize six feet apart with 
visuals that will also 
spark their minds 
and creativity.   We 
even wrote a St. Mary 
Wildcats 20-second 
hand washing song,” 
she added.   

St. Mary assem-
bled a task force made 
up of medical experts 
who are also parents 
of students, teach-
ers and administra-
tors  to focus on the 
re-opening.    Physi-
cians, nurses and even 
pharmacists  from the 
parish worked dili-
gently with  adminis-
trators, teachers and 
parents throughout 
the summer.

The following 
components make up 
the St. Mary re-open-
ing plan, which was 
modeled after the 
governor’s MI Safe 
Schools  Roadmap, 
and is waiting approv-
al from the Diocese of 
Lansing:

• Security:  keep-
ing school more quar-
antined and closed off 
to visitors as if shelter-
in-place mode

• Face cover-
ings:  going above 
and beyond to supply 
grades k-5  with face 
shields even though it 
is not required in the 
classroom for the low-
er grades

• Building Chang-
es:  Disinfecting pro-
cesses,  closing drink-
ing fountains but 
making hands-free 
bottle stations  avail-
able, changing lunch-
room processes   

• Staggering drop-

off times, pick-up 
times, lunchtimes and 
recesses

• Classroom Lay-
out & Handwashing 
Protocols:  students 
will wash  hands 
upon arrival and 
throughout the day 
·  Physical barriers, So-
cial Distancing:  new 
location for  assem-
blies, utilizing wide 
outdoor spaces and 
the gymnasium

• Distant Learn-
ing & Communica-
tions:  distance learn-
ing plan  in place  in 
the event Michigan 
goes back  into Phase 
1-3

Drawing from 
over 120 years of ex-
pertise  amongst task 
force members, scien-
tific research and rec-
ommendations from 
the Diocese and State, 
the school put togeth-
er the plan to protect 
students and staff in 
various Covid scenar-
ios.  These  strategies 
range from creating 
isolation spaces and 
a new school 20-sec-
ond  handwashing 
song to requiring par-
ents to perform dai-
ly health screenings 
and  send their child 
to school with their 
temperature clear-
ly labeled on a post-
it note.   

“Executing a  plan 
requiring that chil-
dren wear face cov-
erings and practice 
physical  distancing 
may prove the most 
daunting of the chal-
lenges posed by re-
opening,”  said Mi-
chael Fill, DO, FACEP, 
an Emergency  Physi-
cian with Henry Ford 
Health System and 
Dexter resident who 
helped lead the task 
force and has three 
children  attending St. 
Mary.   “However re-
ducing the risk of ex-
posure to COVID-19 
through  cleaning 
and disinfection is 
another crucial as-
pect of reopening 
that required  careful 
planning.    St. Mary 
has  done due dili-

gence on both. We 
feel the in-school en-
vironment we have 
worked to  create is 
safe and sustainable 
for all students and 
staff.”   

All school  and 
parish staff including 
lunchroom workers 
will also complete the 
OSHA Covid-19 Safe-
ty Training Course.  

“As a  parent, I 
know my children 
require face-to-face 
interaction with their 
teachers  to be fully 
engaged in learning,” 
continued Dr. Fill, 
who has children en-
tering  the 2nd, 4th, 
and 6th  grades at 
St. Mary this fall. “For 
our family, distance 
learning serves an 
important purpose, 
but it  does not equal 
in-person learning. 
There is no place like 
school to foster stu-
dents’  academic, so-
cial and  emotional 
growth.” 

Dr. Fill donated 
75% alchohol wipes 
for face shields and 
desks supplying the 
school with thou-
sands of wipes this 
fall. He and other task 
force members at St. 
Mary developed the 
re-opening plan in-
corporating  ways to 
create a safe school 
environment, such as:

• D e v e l o p i n g 
School-Based Safety 
Strategies

•   Sanitizing Ex-
tensively

• Ensuring Clean 
Hands and Physical 
Distancing

• Screening for 
Symptoms

• Using Smaller 
Class Sizes for Physi-
cal Distancing

•  Planning for In-
termittent Quarantine

• Addressing Indi-
vidual Students with 
Diverse Needs

• Creating Isola-
tion Spaces

• Communicating 
Evidence of Contact 
or Cases to the Com-
munity

• Providing Train-
ing and Support for 

all School Personnel 
• Addressing the 

Impact of this Pan-
demic on Mental 
Health Needs

“Having par-
ents  with medical 
backgrounds part-
ner with teachers and 
other experts on our 
task  force was very 
effective because they 
understand how ex-
tremely complex it is 
to  create and manage 
a successful school  in 
the best of times,” con-
tinued Kinsey.  “Doc-
tors and nurses were 
able to look at the safe-
ty of our staff and stu-
dents  and make rec-
ommendations such 
as keeping students 
and staff primarily in 
their  own classrooms 
to create a ‘homeroom 
environment’ for each 
class.    It’s a fluid pro-
cess, but we promise 
to  be transparent as 
the team charged with 
implementing the 
plans to keep our fam-
ilies and staff safe.”

“In the best  inter-
est of our students, 
families and staff we 
did what it takes to 
get back  to school,” 
continued Kinsey.

“We want to  re-
open on time and 
in person. During 
this time of social 
and emotional  up-
heaval, our students 
have never needed us 
more.”

St. Mary Pinck-
ney is open to families 
of all faiths for enroll-
ment in grades pre-K 
-8 offering excellence 
in  education and 
rich extra curricular 
activities including 
cross country,  volley-
ball, basketball, band, 
Lego robotics and 
chess club.    Contact 
Veronica Kinsey at 
(734) 878-5616  or 
email  mrskinsey@
s t m a r y p i n c k n e y.
org  with questions or 
to schedule a tour.

For more infor-
mation  visit:  www.
St.MaryPinckney.org, 
call media contact at 
202-369-0699.
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Chelsea residents 
are very charitable 
and hopefully that 
will continue as a for-
mer athlete will be 
riding for charity.

One of the best 
Chelsea runners of all 
time will be raising 
money but it won’t 
be by running. Bryce 
Bradley a 2012 grad-
uate of Chelsea High 
School will be going 
on the bike ride of a 
lifetime.

Bryce will be rid-
ing from Belle Isle in 
Detroit to Kirk Park 
on Lake Michigan. He 
will be biking between 
220 and 230 miles to 
raise money for the 
National Alliance 
on Mental Health. 
You can visit the Go 
Fund Me Page here: 
https://www.gofund-
me.com/f/vk2qs-ride-
for-mental-health.

“My goal at first 
was $500 but we al-
ready passed that,” 
he said. “Now we are 
hoping for $1,500 (or 
more).”

His wife Abi will 
be following along 
and they will meet up 
at certain locations. 
One of the spots he 
will stop is in Chelsea. 
He may have some 
people riding with 
him.

“I will have to be 
riding an average of 
15 miles an hour,” he 
said. “It should take 
around 16 hours to 
complete. I thought 
this would be a real 
cool thing to do.”

He will be com-
pleting this starting at 
4 am on Sunday Au-
gust 2nd.

People in Chel-
sea including former 
cross country Coach 
Eric Swager definitely 
remembers Bryce. “I 
will say that Bryce is 
a fine example of how 
to keep goals in ath-
letics after high school 
and college. His com-
petitive nature and 
self-discipline are in-
grained in his daily 
routine. Bryce was a 
state Champion and 
Michigan’s “Mr. Cross 
Country” in 2011, 
and still holds Chel-
sea’s school record. I 
am not surprised that 
he is using his athletic 
talent for the benefit 
of others,” comment-
ed Swager.

Bryce was a cross 
country and track star 
in high school. He was 
all-state three times in 
cross country. In 2011 
he won the state ti-
tle. He was also very 
successful in track in 
high school.

When he took his 
running skills to col-
lege and ran at Grand 

Bryce Bradley: Riding 
for a Cause

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Valley State University 
he was again success-
ful. He was a seven 
time All-American. 
He was runner up on 
the indoor 5,000 me-
ter in 2016.

He had a 13:59 
personal best in the 
5,000 meter and 8:05 
in the 3,000 meter 

race. Both are former 
school records. “I am 
running semi-profes-
sional now,” he said. 
“My sponsors include 
Hoka One One, Ga-
zelle Sports and on 
the Gazelle Elite Rac-
ing Team.

Let’s up that by 
saying being a great 

runner will translate 
into being a great bi-
cycle rider.”

He is very excit-
ed about the ride and 
the cause he will rep-
resent. Anyone who 
would like to make a 
donation please visit 
the Go Fund Me page.


