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DEXTER’S LINDSEY WICZOREK 
LOOKS BACK ON AN INCREDIBLE 

SOPHOMORE SEASON

Raymond Szy-
manski recently an-
nounced that he will be 
lecturing at the Dexter 
District Library on Sept 
27th, 2021 at 6:30pm.    
Mr. Szymanski spent 
nearly forty years as an 
Electronics Engineer 
at Wright-Patterson 

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Air Force Base, home 
of the U. S. Air Force’s 
UFO investigation of-
fice known as Project 
Blue Book. He is also 
the author of the Alien 
Shades of Greys  trilo-
gy, non-fiction books 
on UFOs and ex-
traterrestrial visita-
tion.   His most recent 

Fifty-five 
year old UFO 

Cover-up Solved

The meeting min-
utes were approved 
with minor changes.  
There was no prear-
ranged participation.   
The agenda was ap-
proved.  Zach Michels 
noted that he has a 
conflict under consent 
agenda.

Dexter City 
Council 
Meeting

There was a public 
hearing Consideration 
of: Amendment to 
General Code of Ordi-
nances for Small Cell 
Wireless Infrastructure 
Regulation.  There was 
no participation.  The 
hearing closed.

Michelle Aniol, 
stated that Mr. Weber 
informed Michelle that 
he has worked with 
telecad. He has provid-
ed transparency to the 
city  and members of 
the community.  Mi-
chelle’s opinion that 
 continued on page 9
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From: Emily Tierney, 
Communications 
Specialist, American 
1 Credit Union

American 1 Cred-
it Union, partnered 
with  Jackson YMCA 
and Henry Ford Alle-
giance Health, recent-
ly donated $5,416 for 
funding and aware-
ness for the Ameri-
can Heart Association 
through its inaugural 
Step to the Beat 5K 
event.

The 5K took place 
June 14 through June 
30, 2021. To maximize 
event proceeds, Amer-
ican 1 Credit Union 
covered the costs of 
the event t-shirts and 
medals.

“Thank you to our 
sponsors, participants, 
and volunteers who 
helped make this event 
possible,” said Mar-
tha Fuerstenau, Pres-
ident/CEO of Amer-
ican 1 Credit Union. 
“I’m grateful so many 
people took the time 
to raise awareness for 
finding a cure for heart 
disease, while also be-

American 1 donates 
more than $5,400 to 
the American Heart 

Association with 
inaugural Step to the 

Beat 5K
ing active themselves. 
Our financial situa-
tions have the ability 
to impact our bodies, 
both mentally and 
physically, and it’s our 
honor to help unite 
these organizations to 
impact our communi-
ty.”

According to the 
American Heart As-
sociation website, the 
nonprofit organiza-
tion’s main hope is 
that scientific research 
will lead to better 
treatment, preven-
tion, and ultimately a 
cure for heart disease 
– America’s number 
one killer.

“We’re grateful 
for community part-
ners like American 
1 Credit Union, who 
push for healthy, 
whole communities,” 
said Katie Langston, 
Director of American 
Heart Association for 
Jackson and Washt-
enaw Counties. “The 
credit union took our 
mission to heart and 
jumped into action. 
With supporters like 

American 1, we’re one 
step closer to finding a 
cure for heart disease.”

The virtual 5K was 
sponsored by Avenue 
Auto, Lomar Machine 
& Tool Co., Orbit-
form, Jackson College, 
Team 1 Plastics, Cen-
tral Security Alarm, 
Inc., Jackson YMCA, 
Henry Ford Alle-
giance Health, Jack-
son County Chamber 
of Commerce, Huff 
Auto Group, Jackson 
Auto, Miller Shoes, 
JTV, Brooks Shoes, 
ProLogo, and North-
west Schools.

Established in 
1950, American 1 
Credit Union to-
day serves over 
59,000 members 
with 16 branch loca-
tions across Jackson, 
Washtenaw, Hillsdale, 
Calhoun, Lenawee, 
and Wayne counties. 
American 1 is proud 
to serve the members 
of their communities 
by creating financial 
wellness through per-
sonal everyday bank-
ing.

BROADWAY ROCKS! at 
The Encore Musical Theatre 

Company 
August 5-7 at 7:30PM

B R O A D W A Y 
ROCKS!, the fifth in 
a sell-out, seven-con-
cert series, debuts at 
The Encore Musical 
Theatre Company. 
This tune-filled eve-
ning of Broadway 
songs by rock artists 
whose music found 
its way to the Broad-
way stage will be 
headlined by Encore 
returning favorite, 
Aaron LaVigne. 

LaVigne’s own 
Broadway and 
Off-Broadway credits 
include Spiderman: 
Turn Off the Dark, 
the revival of Rent 
and The Civil War 
(with The Encore’s 
Dan Cooney).

Directly follow-
ing BROADWAY 
ROCKS!, Aaron re-
turns to the 50th An-
niversary Tour of An-
drew Lloyd Weber’s 
Jesus Christ Superstar 
portraying the icon-

ic role of Jesus. One 
of the many treats of 
this Encore concert 
is LaVigne’s soaring 
rendition of Gethse-
mane from the pro-
duction.

Tyler Messing-
er (Fun Home, The 
Secret Garden), Liz 
Jaffe (Anything Goes, 
Spamalot), Jason 
Briggs (The Encore’s 
upcoming Smokey’s 
Joe’s Cafe) and Dawn 
Purcell (Some En-
chanted Evening, The 
Secret Garden) will 
round out the cast.

The Encore’s Back 
to Broadway series 
debuts the Maas The-
atre in The Encore’s 
new performance 
venue, a beautiful, 
adaptive reuse of the 
historic Copeland 
Building at 7714 Ann 
Arbor Street in down-
town Dexter, Michi-

gan.
This rollicking 

night of music fea-
tures songs from such 
shows as Rent, Hair, 
The Who’s Tommy, 
Jagged Little Pill, Lit-
tle Shop of Horrors, 
Boy George’s Taboo, 
Rock of Ages — and 
so much more. So 
slap on a fake tattoo 
and bring your air 
guitar!

The Back to 
Broadway summer 
concert series at 
The Encore is gen-
erously presented 
by Jan Lyons, with 
additional support 
from Michigan Ra-
dio and The Benard 
L. Maas Foundation. 
Tickets are available 
at: https://the-en-
core.ticketleap. com/
broadway-rocks/



Page 4Dexter Guardian

Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Our Dread Strong 
Summer programming 
is in full swing and it is 
great seeing so many 
kids on our campus ev-
ery day learning, en-
gaged in activities they 
enjoy, and just being 
kids. Every year as July 
begins to wind down, we 
begin to share updates 
on the work DCS staff 
is completing this sum-
mer.  Like every summer, 
we’re actively interview-
ing for open positions.   
If you (or anyone you 
know) has an interest in 
working at DCS, please 
visit our website for job 
postings.

Changes for the fall:
New administra-

tive position created:   
Over the last several 
years, DCS has created 
new learning options 
and we are continuing 
to expand educational 
opportunities for all stu-
dents. While many dis-
tricts focused on merely 
surviving the pandemic 
school year, DCS con-
tinued to push forward 
with reviewing, revising, 
improving, and creat-
ing improved learning 
opportunities for our 
kids. Meanwhile, DCS 
spending on Business 
and Administration is 
in the 11th percentile 
of all school districts in 
the State of Michigan.   
In other words, 89% of 
all school districts in 
Michigan spend more 
on Administration than 
DCS.   While we strive 
to maximize efficiency 
and spend our funds on 
the classroom, there is 
a point where an orga-

Dexter Community 
Schools Update

nization becomes too 
lean. In order to support 
the continued growth of 
opportunities to our stu-
dents, DCS is splitting a 
current administrative 
position into two sep-
arate roles that will be 
filled by two current ad-
ministrators.  

• Executive Direc-
tor of Instruction and 
Strategic Initiatives Mol-
lie Sharrar is now the 
DCS Executive Direc-
tor of Strategic Initia-
tives. Mollie’s leadership 
has been instrumental in 
the incredible education-
al programming we pro-
vide at DCS. In this new 
role, Mollie will continue 
leading the innovative 
work and programming 
we provide our students. 

• Beacon Elemen-
tary Principal  Ryan 
Bruder is now the DCS 
Executive Director 
of Instruction.  Ryan’s 
leadership and exper-
tise will be increasingly 
important as he works 
at a district-wide level 
on instruction. The in-
terview process to hire a 
new Beacon Elementary 
Principal is beginning 
this week with a timeline 
to have the new princi-
pal selected by the end 
of July. 

• Details on other 
DCS spending rank-
ings compared to Mich-
igan School Districts are 
available at the end of 
this letter for anyone in-
terested.

• Virtual Options 
for Fall:   We know that 
many families are inter-
ested in virtual options 
for the fall. DCS has of-

fered virtual options to 
families for many years 
and will continue to do 
so.   In early August, we 
will formally send out 
information for inter-
ested families. We know 
that some families are 
still undecided with 
their plans regarding 
the pandemic and we 
want to give the max-
imum amount of time 
to make informed long-
term decisions regarding 
this option to all families 
who may wish to contin-
ue remote learning.  

Masks and 
Covid-19 Precautions 
for Fall:    The CDC re-
cently released guide-
lines for schools for the 
2020-2021 school year. 
Yesterday, the American 
Association of Pediat-
rics released guidance 
and today we received 
one piece of legal guid-
ance. Like all school 
districts, DCS is current-
ly in the process of re-
viewing these guidelines 
while also working with 
the Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
(WCHD) regarding lo-
cal cases.   As a result 
of very low local case 
rates, DCS has been able 
to run our summer pro-
gramming (with the ex-
ception of child care and 
transportation) with-
out masks.    Our hope 
is that these low case 
rates continue into fall.   
At this time, DCS plans 
to continue reviewing 
case rates, WCHD guid-
ance, CDC guidance, 
and other expert guid-
ance regarding masks 
this fall.   School doesn’t 

start for 7 more weeks. 
If we’ve learned any-
thing throughout this 
pandemic, we know it 
is not responsible for an 
organization to create 
requirements months 
ahead of time on data 
and recommendations 
that will be two months 
old at the time of imple-
mentation. 

In summary, DCS 
is currently not requir-
ing masks (other than 
where required by law 
or licensing). However, 
with 7 weeks to go be-
fore school starts, we are 
not willing to announce 
that masks won’t be re-
quired or strongly rec-
ommended in the fall 
for all, none, or for some 
of our students and staff 
if there is a significant 
change in the case rates. 
Please be patient as we 
continue move closer to 
the school year.

Athletics and Stu-
dent Activities:    Fall 
school start up in the 
coming weeks.    All fall 
high school sports start 
on August 9th. Any high 
school students  inter-
ested in athletics should 
contact the program 
coaches for details on 
practice dates, locations, 
and times:

• Cross Coun-
try  (Boys)  Nate 
Lamb  lambn@dexter-
schools.org

• Cross Country 
(Girls) Seana Larson se-
ana.larson@gmail.com 

• Cheer  Amy 
Philage  dextercomp-
cheer@gmail.com

• Equestrian  Shan-
non Verbal  shanm21@
aol.com  

• Field Hockey  Keely 
Tamer  dreadstrongfh@
gmail.com

• Football  Phil Ja-
cobs  jacobsp@dexter-

schools.org
• Golf (Girls)  Greg 

Palkowski  gregp@day-
croft.org

• Soccer (Boys) Drew 
Ducker  drewducker@
gmail.com

• Swim & Dive 
(Girls) Cory Bergen ber-
genc@dexterschools.org

• Tennis (Boys)  Rob 
Smothers  robertsmoth-
ers982@gmail.com

• Volleyball  Paula 
Palmer  paula.palmer.
burns@gmail.com

Middle school sports 
begin after August 23rd.   
Information will be 
made available from Mill 
Creek Middle School in 
their back-to-school up-
dates.

Athletic physicals 
are required prior to par-
ticipation. The  form  is 
available on our web-
site. Physicals must be 
dated after April 15, 
2021.   Physicals can ei-
ther be dropped off at 
the DHS Athletic Office 
or scanned and emailed 
to  stollj@dexterschools.
org

Information re-
garding other activities 
like  Marching Band  is 
also available on our 
website. 

While it is still 
July and we don’t start 
school until September, 
we know that school is 
starting to be back on 
everyone’s mind.   We’re 
excited for the 2021-22 
school year and cannot 
wait to see all of our stu-
dents back in our build-

ings every day.   Please 
continue to look for 
updates in mid-August 
as we ramp up to start 
school on September 
7th.  

Thank you for your 
continued support, take 
care, and Go Dreads! 

Sincerely,
Christopher Tim-

mis, EdD
Superintendent
Here’s some other 

data that I referred to 
earlier in the letter:

For reference, below 
is the most recent data 
regarding DCS spending 
compared to all other 
school districts in Mich-
igan (by percentile):
Local Revenue Sourc-
es: 75th Percentile
State Revenue Sourc-
es: 47th Percentile
Federal Revenue Sourc-
es: 30th Percentile
All Revenue Sourc-
es: 85th Percentile

Spending:
Basic Programs: 79th 
Percentile
Added Needs: 57th 
Percentile
Total Instruction: 75th 
Percentile
Instructional Sala-
ries: 81st Percentile
Instructional Sup-
port: 93rd Percentile
Business and Adminis-
tration: 11th Percentile
Operations and Man-
agement: 46th Percentile
Total Support: 62nd 
Percentile
Operational Expendi-
tures: 80th Percentile
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Farm to Table Event to Benefit 
5 Healthy Towns Foundation’s 

Farmers Markets

Chelsea inaugurated the series in August 2016. 
Alber’s Orchard was the country setting for the 2018 event.

Dexter’s Farm to Table planning committee

From: Shawn 
Personke

We’ve come full cir-
cle. The sixth annual 5 
Healthy Towns Farm 
to Table Fabulous Feast 
will take place on Sun-
day, Aug. 29, 2021, at 4 
p.m. at the Grass Lake 
Community Park & Pa-
vilion.

For the past 5 years, 
the fundraising dinner 
traveled to each of the 
five healthy towns. In 
2016, Chelsea present-
ed the first dinner, fol-
lowed by Grass Lake, 
Manchester, Dexter, 
and, in 2020, Stock-
bridge.  

Now the circuit be-
gins again.

This year’s chair, 
Sabrina Edgar, man-
ager of the Grass Lake 
Farmers Market, is 
joined by community 
members from the oth-
er four towns. 

“Hosting the Farm 
to Table dinner is a 
great way to showcase 
your town, celebrate 
the farmers, and local 
food.”

“One of our goals 
when we first started 
organizing the dinner 
was to build bonds 
between the commu-
nities,” Edgar added. 
“Through the planning 
committees, I’ve met 
some cool people. And 
on the day of the event, 
it’s great to see all these 
people from the 5H 
towns, getting to know 
each other, visiting 
about mutual friends, 
sharing connections, 
and talking about local 
food and the impor-
tance of our farmers.”

With Grass Lake 
celebrating its 150th 
anniversary, it’s a dou-
ble bit of fun.

“All of Grass Lake 
is bubbling about the 
sesquicentennial and 
we’re glad we could in-
clude the dinner as part 
of the celebration,” she 
said.

Edgar said she also 
wants people to know 
that the committee is 
planning for a Covid-
safe event.

“We’re providing 
more tables in the fresh 
air under the pavilion 
and tent so that people 
can eat and socialize 
with some space,” she 
said.

Chelsea’s market 
manager, Emily Gris-
wold, has been lining 
up the chefs to pre-
pare the food donated 
and purchased from 
each of the five farm-
ers markets. While the 
menu is still being fine-

tuned, she is excited 
to welcome back chefs 
from Smokehouse 52, 
Roaming Goat, and Sil-
ver Maples, with Com-
mon Grill providing 
the rolls. Additions to 
this year’s chef team in-
clude Chef Savur, Chel-
sea Burger, Kitchen Lit-
tle, Chelsea Alehouse, 
and Jolly Pumpkin. 
Lone Oak Vineyards 
is providing the wine, 
and Jolly Pumpkin, the 
beer. 

“Lone Oak has a 
new dessert wine that 
we’re including as a 
tasting to accompany 
the dessert course,” said 
Griswold. 

For the past three 
years, the event has also 
held an auction. This 
year’s online auction 
opens August 8 and 
runs through 3 p.m. 
on August 29. At that 
time, the most popu-
lar items head to a live 
auction format. Items 
are still being collected, 
but current highlights 
include a stay near the 
coast of Italy and a 
Dinner for 4 Prepared 
in Your Home by Chef 
Savur!

Stephen Petty, 
the new CEO of the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation, is excited to ex-
perience the Fabulous 
Feast and meet com-
mittee members who 
have been working on 
the event.

“One of the pri-
mary pillars of the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation,” said Petty, “is 
to encourage people 
to eat better, which in 
turn helps ensure bet-
ter long-term health 
outcomes. Our farmers 
markets play an essen-
tial role in the five com-
munities to support 
greater access to fresh, 
local foods at afford-

able prices.” 
He added that the 

markets also provide a 
great opportunity for 
community residents 
to stay connected local-
ly, offering music and 
other events that en-
courage people to come 
together.

“Our communi-
ties love their farmers 
markets and the Foun-
dation is happy to sup-
port the annual Farm 
to Table event. Con-
gratulations to the 2021 
Fabulous Feast to bene-
fit the Chelsea Farmers 
Market, Dexter Win-
ter Marketplace, Grass 
Lake Farmers Market, 
Open Air Market of 
Stockbridge, and the 
Ac or n / Man c h e s t e r 
Farmers Market and 
Cafe.”

WHAT: 5 Healthy 
Towns Farm to Table 
Fabulous Feast, a multi-
course dinner! 

WHEN: Sunday, 
August 29, 2021, at 4 
pm

WHERE: Grass 
Lake Community Park, 
120 Brown St., Grass 
Lake, Michigan

HOW MUCH: 
Tickets are $75. 
Available online at 
Eventbrite (link below) 
or at the Farmers Mar-
kets in Chelsea, Stock-
bridge, Dexter, Grass 
Lake, and Manchester.

Online: 
h t t p s : / / f a r m -

2 t a b l e _ _ g r a s s l a k e .
eventbrite.com 

w w w. f a c e b o o k .
com/5healthytowns-
farmtotable

https://www.32auc-
tions.com/Farm2Table

For more infor-
mation about the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation or the five Farm-
ers Markets, visit ww-
w.5healthytowns.org.
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DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By: Terry Jacoby
Heading into her 

junior year, Lindsey 
Wiczorek is really just 
approaching the net of 
her high school tennis 
career. But the 15-year-
old has already served 
up an impressive list of 
wins, accomplishments 
and awards.

First, she is first on 
the Dexter tennis team 
– as in first singles. 
Playing one singles as a 
sophomore for a strong 
program like Dexter is 
an impressive feat to 
begin with. How good 
was Dexter in 2021?

The Dreadnaughts 
won all four singles 
events at Regionals and 
reached the Division 
2 State Finals this past 
season. They finished 
10th out of 21 teams 
with eight points at 
States with their No. 1 
singles player leading 
the way.

Wiczorek didn’t 
let her teammates or 
herself down this past 
season. She not only 
earned the right to play 
one singles but played 
like a one singles all 
season long including 
against the best compe-

DEXTER’S LINDSEY WICZOREK LOOKS BACK 
ON AN INCREDIBLE SOPHOMORE SEASON

tition in the state.
At the state finals, 

she defeated Wyan-
dotte’s Reese Blackledge 
6-2, 6-1 in her opening 
match. She then defeat-
ed Okemos’ Yasmin 
Booncharoen-Jelassi in 
straight sets, 6-3, 6-1.

Wiczorek faced her 
biggest challenge in the 
quarterfinals against 
No. 2 seed Romika 
Shokohi of Mattawan. 
Despite being unseed-
ed and losing the first 
game 6-1, the Dexter 
sophomore came right 
back to take the second 
game 6-7(2) before fall-
ing 6-4 in a competitive 
third game. 

So let’s talk about 
the State Finals …

“The State Finals 
was brand new to me, 
since I didn’t get to 
have a season last year 
(because of the Covid 
shutdown),” Wiczorek 
says. “There were amaz-
ing teams from all over 
Michigan that were 
all there trying to win. 
Our team knew that 
there were going to be 
tough matches ahead 
of us. We all just want-
ed to play our best and 
leave nothing behind. 

Go down swinging.”
And they certain-

ly accomplished their 
goal – and then some. 
Wiczorek admits to 
being a little nervous 
when she first walked 
out onto the court. 

“I remember when-
ever I was up in the 
game I told myself, 
‘they can always come 
back,’ so I wanted to 
focus on keeping my 
game going well,” she 
says. “In my second 
match, I was down 0-3 
and had to be the one 
to make a comeback, 
eventually winning the 
set 6-3. My first two 
matches were battles 
that I was able to pull 
wins out of.”

Then Wiczorek 
faced the No. 2 seed, 
the second-best ranked 
player in the state at 
one singles. And she 
played like the second 
best player when she 
won the first set 6-1. 

“Facing the No. 2 
seed as an unranked 
player in the bracket, I 
knew that it was going 
to be tough,” she said. 
“I went into the first set 
with a strategy of trying 
to have her make more 
errors than me. When 
I lost the first set 1-6, I 
decided to go for more 
aggressive shots even if 
that meant I might hit 
more errors. She was 
a really strong oppo-
nent and I did my best 
against her.”

Wiczorek certain-
ly gave her a strong 
game and proved to be 
a tough out. Reaching 

the quarterfinals as a 
sophomore and earn-
ing Division 2 All-State 
Honorable Mention 
(presented by Michigan 
High School Tennis 
Coaches Association) 
capped off a tremen-
dous season for the 
Dexter teenager. 

“I am really happy 
that I made it to the 
quarterfinals as one of 
only two sophomores 
in this group of amaz-
ing players,” she says. “I 
was proud of what the 
team was able to ac-
complish, and I know 
we all gave it every-
thing we had to get 
10th place at States.”

Lindsey, the daugh-
ter of Renee and Glen 
Wiczorek, started play-
ing tennis when her 
mom signed her up 
for lessons when she 
was 10 years old. “I just 
started out learning 
the basics of the sport 
and then started play-
ing more with my dad 
during the summers 
and getting individual 
lessons.”

She says she initial-
ly liked the “power of 
hitting the ball” with 
her serves and returns 
with her forehand. Her 
strengths on the court 
include serve return, 
forehand cross court 
and approach shot.

“I need to continue 
to improve my volleys 
and need more consis-
tency on my backhand,” 
she says as she fine 
tunes an already strong 
all-around game.

Then there is the 

other side of the net 
when it comes to ten-
nis. 

“Tennis is a 
big mental sport,” 
Wiczorek explains. “I 
still struggle with not 
letting my emotions 
get to me. When you 
are playing singles, you 
are by yourself out on 
the court with your 
opponent's team root-
ing against you. It's ex-
tremely important to 
stay focused because 
when you stop think-
ing things through, 
your whole game goes 
down.”

Wiczorek says there 
were several reasons for 
Dexter’s overall success 
on the court. 

“I have really en-
joyed being with my 
teammates, breaking 
down our matches to-
gether, and learning 
strategies from one 
another,” she says. “We 
really supported each 

other and had close re-
lationships. At Region-
als, every single flight 
went into the final 
round and we ended up 
winning six of the eight 
flights. 

“Seven of our 12 
players had never 
played an official high 
school tennis match 
before this season. Our 
coaches, Rob Smothers 
and Anand Patel, were 
amazing with the team. 
They never wasted one 
practice. I definitely 
think their coaching 
and tips kept us fo-
cused and helped us 
pull out wins in some 
tough matches.”

Wiczorek, who 
plays tennis year-round 
and takes lessons from 
“incredible coaches,” 
would like to some-
day play tennis in col-
lege. But she still has a 
few years – a lot more 
matches – to figure that 
out.

Ask Tracy
YOUR REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS

Thinking of Purchasing Vacant 
Land for New Construction?

Dear Tracy,
Now that the price 

of building materials is 
coming down, we are 
seriously considering 
new construction. A lot 
with acreage would be 
ideal as living in a sub-
division with rules isn’t 
for us. We found a large 
lot in Washtenaw Coun-
ty and wonder what 
are the most important 
questions to ask before 
we put in our offer?

Gina B.

Dear Gina,
Prior to purchas-

ing vacant land, it is 

important to do your 
“Due Diligence”.  This 
means that you will 
do research to confirm 
that you are able to 
build on and improve 
the property per your 
specifications.  

First you need to 
walk the property and 
drive around the area. 
Is everything accept-
able? Does the land 
appear to be suitable 
for building?  Is there 
a level area for a foun-
dation?  If you found a 
parcel that seems to be 
priced very well, it is 
especially important to 

find out why.  If it has 
low lying wet areas and 
cattails, that might be 
an indicator that there 
will be some challenges 
for building on this site.

Once you deter-
mine that a property 
will be a good fit for 
you, it is time to put in 
an offer with contin-
gencies so you can lock 
the property up during 
your due diligence pe-
riod.  If you wait to put 
in an offer, it could be 
sold to someone else in 
the meantime.

Confirm the mu-
nicipality. For exam-

ple, the property might 
have a Dexter mailing 
address but be located 
in one of the townships 
such as Scio, Lodi, Web-
ster, or Dexter. Once 
you have confirmed the 
municipality, contact 
the Zoning and Build-
ing Departments to 
discuss your plans and 
if they will be approved.

Other important 
items to research:

What are the taxes?
Is there an existing 

survey?
Are there any ease-

ments or encroach-
ments on the property?

Are there any 
Building and Deed Re-
strictions?

Is there a driveway 
permit?

Is the property in 
the vicinity of a farm or 
shooting range?

What was the pri-
or use of the property? 
Does the lot have access 
to Electricity and Natu-
ral Gas?

Does the lot have 
access to municipal wa-
ter and sewer?  What 
are the tap-in fees?

If no municipal 
water and sewer lines 
exist, the property will 
need a well for water 
and a septic system for 
onsite waste disposal. If 
there is an existing Soil 
Evaluation (also known 
as Perk Test) you will 
need to review this. If 
not, you will need to 
have a soil evaluation 
performed prior to 
completing the pur-
chase.

Have you select-
ed your builder yet?  If 
so, they will work with 
you during this period 

to determine if the va-
cant land is a good fit. 
Once you have com-
pleted your research 
and signed off on all the 
contingencies, it is time 
to close. 

When purchasing 
vacant property, it is 
important to work with 
an experienced realtor 
who is familiar with 
vacant land purchas-
es.  This will ensure a 
smooth transaction 
with no surprises after 
closing.

The information 
provided in this arti-
cle does not, and is not 
intended to, constitute 
legal advice; instead, all 
information and con-
tent are for general in-
formational purposes 
only.  

Tracy Rose is an 
Associate Broker with 
over 30 years of resi-
dential and commercial 
Real Estate experience.  
Do you have a ques-
tion about Real Estate?  
Send it to Tracy at ask@
tracyrose.net.
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By: Terry Jacoby
In June 2020, 

Dexter’s Lucas Koone 
tore his ACL and me-
niscus and figured his 
high school sports 
career was over. But 
fast forward to spring 
of 2021 and the Dex-
ter senior was tee-
ing up his first shot 
at Detroit Golf Club 
as a member of the 
Dreadnaughts’ var-
sity golf team. What 
happened in between 
those two events not 
only helped Koone 
continue his athletic 
career but also helped 
tee up his future.

Koone helped 
Dexter reach the state 
finals in golf, but this 
story isn’t about ac-
complishments – it’s 
about the road to ac-
complishments and 
where that road can 
ultimately take you.

Koone had plenty 
of passengers along 
for this part of the 
ride and decided to 
stay in the car and 
help others who find 
themselves where he 
was sitting. He will 
attend Michigan State 
University this fall 
and study nursing. 

“I chose to go into 
the medical field so I 
could help others that 
were put into simi-
lar situations as me,” 
he says. “I want to be 
able to help people 
the same way I was 
helped.”

After Koone tore 

PROFILE: DEXTER SENIOR LUCAS KOONE 
SETS COURSE ON HELPING OTHERS

his ACL and menis-
cus, and after a num-
ber of doctor visits, 
Koone decided not 
to get surgery and try 
rehab. He wanted to 
play football his se-
nior year.     

“I had physical 
therapy for about 
three months and just 
made it back in time,” 
said Koone, who 
played wide receiver 
for the Dreadnaughts. 
“It was a very diffi-
cult time because all 
my friends and team-
mates were practicing 
and getting ready for 
the season while I was 
still in a brace hob-
bling around. It was 
a frustrating process 
but I was very fortu-
nate and was able to 
play this season.”

The Dexter varsi-
ty team had another 
strong season on the 
gridiron and again 
reached the state 
playoffs. Koone was 
part of a huge turn-
around for the Dexter 
football program, one 
that went from multi-
ple winless seasons to 
multiple trips to the 
postseason.

“It was amazing to 
be a part of the suc-
cess we had as a team 
these past few years,” 
he says.  “From being 
the laughing stock of 
the SEC to being at 
the top of it in just a 
couple years was awe-
some to see. It felt 
good to just prove 

people wrong. Every-
one who contributed 
to the team put in that 
effort and hard work 
in the summertime 
and the off season. 
So to get that playoff 
win felt absolutely 
amazing. It was a very 
surreal  experience, 
and I shared so many 
memories with my 
teammates this past 
year and wouldn’t 
trade it for anything.”

After football, 
Koone faced another 
athletic decision. 

“Although I was 
able to play football, 
I had to make yet 
another decision on 
whether or not to play 
basketball,” he said. 
“I ultimately decid-
ed that I didn’t want 
to further the injury 
playing basketball but 
I still wanted to be in-
volved.”

Coach Rushton 
asked Koone if he 
would be interested 
in being a team man-
ager.

“I couldn’t say no,” 
he said. “It hurt to not 
be able to play but I 
was as close as you 
could get and look-
ing back on it now 
I’m super happy with 
the decision I made. I 
made so many mem-
ories with that team 
and wouldn’t trade it 
for anything.” 

With his high 
school career down 
to months left on the 
calendar, Koone de-

cided to give golf a 
try. It was his senior 
year and the Dread-
naughts had a strong 
lineup at the first tee. 
He had never played 
in a competitive 
tournament before 
earning a spot on the 
varsity golf team this 
past spring.      

“Tournament golf 
is far different than 
playing with friends 
on the weekend,” 
he says. “Every shot 
counts, all rules apply 
and there are no gim-
mies.”

Koone slowly 
moved from competi-
tor to reliable contrib-
utor on a team with 
big goals. He finished 
13th at the SEC White 
Conference Champi-
onship and then was 
part of the team that 
helped clinch a spot at 
the state tournament 
by a single stroke. 

He shot a 185 (93-
92) at states.

But let’s head back 
to the first tee and 
talk some golf. 

Lucas, 18, the son 
of Todd and Jennifer 
Koone, says he always 
loved playing golf 
with his buddies and 
father growing up but 

never found the time 
to play competitive 
golf until his senior 
year. 

“I love to compete 
and golf was another 
way I could do that,” 
he says. “I love that 
you can play it your 
whole life and you can 
play it with anyone. I 
was fortunate to play 
with some of my clos-
est friends. And no 
matter the day, I was 
always smiling on the 
course. How could I 
be mad playing golf 
every day?” 

His first ever high 
school golf event was 
at the challenging De-
troit Golf Club. 

“I’m not going to 
lie, I was very ner-
vous throughout the 
match,” he says. “It 
was nothing like play-
ing for fun with your 
friends. I really had 
to think about ev-
ery shot and where I 
wanted to put it. My 
brain was fried from 
thinking about every 
shot so closely after 
those 18 holes. After 

I got that first tourna-
ment out of the way, it 
was all about relaxing 
and just playing my 
game.”

Reaching the state 
finals was a great ac-
complishment for the 
senior-dominated 
Dreadnaughts.  

“I’m really proud 
of how we did as a 
team this year,” he 
said. “We spent just 
about every day hit-
ting the range and 
then playing nine. I’m 
really glad I could be 
a part of all the suc-
cess we had on the 
course.

“Playing in the 
state finals was the 
most nervous I’ve 
ever been playing 
golf. The atmosphere 
was just different. So 
many people were 
there and although 
they were not watch-
ing me, it felt like ev-
eryone was watching. 
It was very cool to be 
a part of that expe-
rience and I’m glad 
I got to share it with 
my friends.”
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From: Mario Nanos
As Michigan 

healthcare providers 
battle an ever-growing 
overdose epidemic and 
an increasing num-
ber of people visit our 
emergency rooms or 
are hospitalized with 
a substance use issue, 
the quality of care 
these patients receive 
has come into greater 
focus. Health systems, 
like society in gener-
al, have long been as-
sociated with stigma 

Bringing Recovery into Hospitals:  
How our regional healthcare providers are 
responding to the substance misuse crisis

around substance use 
disorder (SUD). Across 
our region, healthcare 
professionals are work-
ing to tackle this stig-
ma so that all patients 
are treated with the 
dignity they deserve.

Join Washtenaw 
Families Against Nar-
cotics on Monday, Au-
gust 9, at 7 p.m. for a 
conversation with pro-
viders from some of 
Southeast Michigan’s 
top healthcare systems 
about much-needed 

SUD-treatment re-
form. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to tune 
into a free Zoom pan-
el discussion to learn 
how health systems 
can use empathetic, 
evidence-based treat-
ments to help set those 
in crisis on a path to 
recovery. Our panelists 
for the August Washt-
enaw Family Forum 
include: 

• Sarah Wedepohl 
– Director of Health 
Initiatives, Commu-

nity Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan

• Michael Gratson, 
MD, and Matthew Ors-
ey – Beaumont Health

• Andrew King, 
MD – Detroit Medical 
Center

• M i c h a e l i n a 
Bolton, MD, and Ryan 
Reece, MD – Hurley 
Medical Center

• Mark Weiner, 
MD – IHA/Trinity 
Health

• Emily McCall, 
LMSW, CAADC – 

Michigan Medicine
• David Yanga, MD 

– Ascension 
About Washt-

enaw Families 
Against Narcotics 
Washtenaw Families 
Against Narcotics is 
one of over 20 active 
chapters of Families 
Against Narcotics 
(FAN) in the state of 
Michigan. FAN is a 
community-based pro-
gram for those seeking 
recovery, those in re-
covery, family mem-

bers affected by addic-
tion and community 
supporters. FAN seeks 
to change the face of 
addiction, dispel the 
stigma of addiction, 
and educate the com-
munity as well as those 
affected by addiction. 

To donate or learn 
more about recovery 
resources available 
within the Washten-
aw County communi-
ty, please visit: www.
WashtenawFAN.org.

Fifty-five year old UFO Cover-up Solved

book,  Swamp Gas My 
Ass (SGMA), focuses 
on the famous March 
1966 Swamp Gas 
UFO  that was widely 
witnessed in Dexter. 
Raymond uses offi-
cial government doc-
uments and Air Force 
personnel files to pro-
vide unassailable proof 
that the UFO wit-
nessed in Dexter was 
a UFO and not swamp 
gas.

The Dexter UFO 
sighting stands out 
from other sightings, 
to the skeptic in me, 
because of the number 
of reliable witnesses.   
These are witnesses 
who would have every 
reason to not admit to 

seeing what they saw.   
The Washtenaw Coun-
ty Sheriff, the Dexter 
Chief of Police and 
multiple other deputies 
and officers all went on 
the official record with 
reports of seeing the 
UFO, or see evidence 
of its presence like cir-
cular ground-indenta-
tions at landing sights.

In his latest book, 
SGMA, Raymond pro-
vides  first-person tes-
timony from retired 
U.S. Air Force Colo-
nel, Gary K Carroll, of 
the legendary 71st Air 
Defense Command 
out of Selfridge Air 
Force Base. That testi-
mony details Colonel 
Carroll’s intercept of 
the famous Swamp Gas 
UFO in 1966. Though 
not located at Selfridge 
at the time of 9/11, the 
71st patrolled our skies 
in F-15s just minutes 
after the 9/11 tragedy.   
They intercepted and 
escorted airliners to 
safe landings.   During 
Colonel Carroll’s ex-

emplary military ca-
reer he intercepted 
North Korean MiGs 
after the famous shoot-
down of a Navy intelli-
gence gathering plane, 
intercepted Russian 
Nuclear Bombers over 
Iceland, and success-
fully landed a crippled 
F-106 on one wheel. 
Mr. Szymanski will 
use outtakes from the 
original videotaped in-
terviews with Colonel 
Carroll in his presen-
tation so the audience 
can hear parts of the 
story from the hero 
who made it.   He will 
also bring the actual 
flight helmet that Colo-
nel Carroll used during 
all of his missions and 
copies of all three of his 
books for purchase and 
autographing.

My copy of Swamp 
Gas My Ass has just 
arrived and I cannot 
wait to read it.    The 
author’s vast experi-
ence as a scientist  and 
researcher and his ex-
tensive efforts to utilize 

science,  and verifying 
witness reports with of-
ficial Air Force records, 
appeals to the skeptic 
in me.      During our 
conversation, Mr. Szy-
manski explained that 
Project Blue Book, out 
of Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base, was in 
reality, not a program 
to investigate UFOs 
but a disinformation 
campaign   to calm 
public curiosity in sit-
uations like the Dexter 
Situation.  The job was 
slightly more challeng-
ing with so many strong 
reputable witnesses in 
Dexter. The reason I 
don’t buy the swamp 
gas excuse, is fairly 
simple; if it was a nat-

urally occurring phe-
nomenon, why doesn’t 
it keep happening? If 
I witnessed lightning 
and  did not have the 
scientific understand-
ing to   comprehend it, 
I might think it was 
aliens or ghosts.   But, 
it would inevitably 
happen again when 
the same variables that 
caused it were present.   
However, a Swamp Gas 
incited UFO frenzy has 
not reoccurred a single 
time since 1966.   Ap-
parently one only gets 
to use that flimsy ex-
cuse once before it is 
discarded for all time. 
Though UFOs have 
been sighted in Dex-
ter since 1966, none 

had  the caliber of wit-
nesses in the original 
case and certainly none 
had the military send-
ing fighter pilots to 
intercept. If you were 
a part of this moment 
in 1966, I encourage 
you to join the event 
at the Dexter library.   
You may have been 
mocked or laughed 
at, but you are being 
vindicated.  (https://
dexter.lib.mi.us/). The 
closest bookstore to 
Dexter that sells auto-
graphed copies of all 
three of Ray's books is 
in Fenton, Michigan. 
The name of the store 
is Fentons Open Book 
and is located on Shi-
awassee Avenue.

Raymond Szymanski
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 ➢ continued from page 1
his responsibility is to 
the city.   He has not 
worked for anything 
for telecad in Michi-
gan.  The ordinance is 
not specific to the proj-
ect.   The ordinance 
has some tweaking to 
title and purpose and  
additional definitions 
were added.  The effort 
is to maintain conti-
nuity with the existing  
poles.  The ordinance 
tightens the discretion 
of the city and aesthet-
ics.  Jamie Griffin pro-
vided help with editing.  
The editing was minor 
grammatical errors.  
The changes did not al-
ter the meaning  of the 
code.  The ordinance 
was approved. 

There was no 
non-arranged partici-
pation.

Communications: 
Jamie noted that city 
council settings are list-
ed at 7pm but they are 
currently at 6pm. 

Letter and NFPA 
1500 Report from 
Dexter Area Fire De-
partment Chief Robert 
Smith;  Jamie thanked 
Chief Smith for the 
letter.  She wanted to 
know what are the most 
concerning issues.  She 
asked the Chief  and 
he responded.  Jamie is 
going to follow up and 
it will be discussed at 
the next meeting.  Paul 
asked if  we are  under 
contract  regarding the 
fire station. Justin de-
fined the responsibili-
ties and obligations of 
the city. Jamie would 
like to see the lease as 
she has not seen it yet.

Marie Sherry gave 
her report.  She not-

Dexter City 
Council Meeting

ed that a Veterans ex-
emption was added on 
the day of the meeting.  
Marie explained the 
process of the tax as-
sessments.  Marie was 
going for Michigan 
Master assessor certi-
fication.  She withdrew 
from the program, but 
after learning a lot and 
being very frustrated. 
Marie is a  Certified 
public finance adminis-
trator  and qualified as 
an advanced Certified 
Public Finance Admin-
istrator.

Public Services 
Superintendent; Dan 
Schlaff he does not 
have a lot of updates 
so he opened up for 
questions.  The Twisted 
Fish is back up but is 
not spinning due to the 
vandalism.  A new fish 
sculpture can be pur-
chased from the artist 
for $5,000. The City can 
make a claim against 
insurance but there is 
a $1,000 deductible. 
Council seems in favor 
of making a claim. Dan 
looked into the Border 
to Border mowing.  He 
is working through any 
options he can find to 
bring back to council.  
The tall yellow flowers 
are invasive and can be 
combated. 

Community De-
velopment Manager; 
Michelle Aniol, want-
ed to be certain that 
council is satisfied that 
Mr. Weber can be used 
as a consultant. Ja-
mie would prefer that 
he does not comment 
on Telecad. Telecad is 
not the applicant, just 
the engineer.  Mr. We-
ber does work with 
Telecad in other parts 

of the country. He has 
demonstrated to staff 
that he is trustworthy 
and that his first pri-
ority is to the city, not 
to Telecad. Michelle 
offered to add it to the 
next agenda. Michelle 
asked if putting sten-
cils down noting that 
bikes,skateboards, and 
rollerblades, skates, 
and scooters are not 
allowed on sidewalks 
downtown. The trails 
are different.  This is 
specific to downtown. 
This does not include 
residential areas.  Spe-
cific to just downtown.   
There was discussion 
about the open meet-
ings act.  The reasons 
a person can attend re-
motely because of mili-
tary duty,  or a medical 
condition to participate 
remotely.  The city is 
required to provide  a 
means for a council 
member to participate 
remotely. Paul is con-
cerned for his safety in 
a room not knowing 
who is vaccinated and 
who is not vaccinated.   
The Council can estab-
lish its own procedures, 
masks, 6ft apart can be 
the expectation during 
the meetings. 

The zoning ordi-
nance update; It’s time 
for another joint meet-
ing with the planning 
commission, either the 
30th of August or in 
September.  Michelle 
is looking for feed-
back from the council.  
The Council thinks it 
should be completed 
sooner and not wait to 
be in person.  

City Manager Re-
port ; Justin Breyer,  A 
lot of updates were in 

other reports.  Justin 
was contacted by the 
Dexter Daze commit-
tee.  They are looking 
to do a motorized train 
for kids along phase 
one boardwalk.   It was 
not identified in the 
permit.  Justin wanted 
to see how the council 
felt about it. The trails 
are non motorized.  It 
sounds like the council 
would prefer a different 
path be used. They are 
also looking to do some 
small putt putt courses. 
It does not include dig-
ging holes in the grass.  
There would be white 
fence used to close it , 
that way kids won’t be 
darting out into open 
roads. Paul would like 
to know all the areas 
considered. 3515 Broad 
phase 2 results are back.  
They did not find the 
items they were ini-
tially looking for.  but 
they did find TCE on 
the border of the west-
ern property bound-
ary.  Higher levels of 
arsenic and mercury   It 
will likely require ad-
ditional sampling. Sub 
Slab sampling is rec-
ommended over the 
course of six months or 
a year. ASTI stated the 
items appear to be low 
risk.  Still required to 
do additional sampling 
to verify safety.  

Mayor Report; 
Shawn Keough includ-
ed his report in the 
packet and did not have 
anything to add. 

Consent Agenda; 
The consent agenda 
carried.

Old Business; Con-
sideration and Discus-
sion of: Consideration 
of: City Manager Con-
tract.  There is a mo-
tion on the floor from 
the last meeting.  The 
motion is still on the 
floor.  The motion was 
amended to add the 
pieces from the current 

packet. The motion 
carried 6-1.  Congratu-
lations to Justin who is 
now officially the City 
Manager.  

Discussion of: Con-
flict of Interest Ordi-
nance.  The Council 
needs to determine a 
single option to move 
forward with a public 
hearing.  Jamie prefers 
the ordinance from the 
city of Rochester.  She 
wants to extend it into 
more of an ethics ordi-
nance. WA noted that 
it was already looked 
at when she was the 
chair.  She does not 
want to keep delaying.  
Zach also likes the one 
from Rochester. Sanam 
likes the one that went 
to the boards and com-
missions. August 9th a 
public hearing action 
item will be on the 
agenda.  

New Business; 
Consideration and 
Discussion of: Discus-
sion of: Second Street 
Water Main and Side-
walk Project Update. 
OHM came up with 
a preliminary design. 
Patrick Droze was at 
the meeting to give a 
presentation.  It’s time 
to get feedback from 
the public. 2nd street 
was identified because 
the main was old and 
it was starting to ex-
perience breaks. The 
road was in pretty good 
shape and wanted to 
make sure everything 
was done with the fu-
ture in mind. Zach does 
not support this design 
for a few reasons. He 
noted the road is wide 
and encourages people 
to drive fast. He noted 
there are not enough 
crossings for pedestri-
ans.   The public will 
give feedback.  Design 
information is in the 
meeting packet. 

Discussion of: Traf-
fic Control Order Pol-

icy. A draft of a TCO 
policy was developed in 
2019. The mayor wants 
to rework the wording 
to state why the city 
needs a policy.  The pol-
icy will be back for con-
sideration at the next 
meeting in August.  

Consideration of: 
Proposal from Partners 
in Architecture for Ar-
chitectural/Engineer-
ing Services for 3515 
Broad Street for an 
Amount not to Exceed 
$60,000. The motion 
passed.

Council Com-
ments; Eren enjoyed 
the meeting and is ex-
cited for the next year. 
Alex had no comment. 
Paul had no comment. 
Wa wanted to clari-
fy conflict of interest 
comments.  She feels 
that some conversa-
tions have a tone that 
makes her feel con-
cerned that innocent 
things will be miscon-
strued.  It’s making her 
feel uncomfortable. Wa 
does not like the idea 
that the lack of trust in 
government is trickling 
down to local govern-
ment.  She believes in 
community and being 
neighbors. She hopes 
council members will 
treat each other with 
compassion.  Zach is 
passionate about the 
roads because our en-
vironment shapes us 
and will be around for 
fifty years. His phone 
does not work. He has 
no contacts. Jamie stat-
ed congrats to Justin.  
Sanam said congrats 
to Justin and she looks 
forward to working 
with him. Donna stat-
ed that the council did 
not bicker like this be-
fore and when council 
walks into and out of 
the meeting it needs to 
remember that. 

The meeting ad-
journed.
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Dexter Daze is right 
around the corner!

Life is back to nor-
mal and we couldn't be 
happier! Dexter Daze 
2021 is ready to go and 
waiting for all of our 
friends and neighbors to 
stop by and visit our ven-
dors and enjoy the music 
in Monument Park on 
August 13-14. And don't 
forget the parade on Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.! 

Here's a list of our 
vendors for this year's 
event:

Accessories & Jewel-
ry: Apparel:
Dons and Anna Indian 
Crafts AJs Custom Cloth
Hoola Jewelry Anna + 
Zoe
Laura Lorraine's Bou-
tique KKreations
Make It Pink Tina 
Hackman Creations
My Garden of Earrings
Reel Survival Gear 
Artisans:
Rock Your World 
Crystals Belly Beautiful 
Henna
L3 Art Dolls

Home Decor: 
LB Personalized Design
Alchemy Glass My 
Dad's Butterflies
Colonel Coconut Ray's 

Dexter Daze 2021
Rags
Freeze Frame Photog-
raphy
Ink & Wash by Andy 
Finished Goods Retail-
ers:

Layered from Zero 
Food Products:
Live Love Michigan Jose 
Madrid Salsa
Mi Town Michigan Har-
vest Kettle Corn
One Krafty Lady Paul's 
Gourmet Jerky
Piece of Mac
Rabbott 

Creative Food at the 
Festival:
River Run Images Dex-
ter Lions
Temper Metal Fabrica-
tion Kona Ice
The Kroll Kompound 
Sawmill and Woodcraft 
Smokehouse 52 BBQ

Community/Clubs:
Dexter Historical Soci-
ety
Dexter Youth Football 
League & Cheer
DHS Hockey Team
SRSLY Dexter

Stay tuned because 
we may be adding an-
other 2-3 vendors for 
your shopping pleasure!!

And -- how about 
the entertainment? Here 
is the schedule for this 

year:
Friday, August 13
11 a.m. - Kevin Devine 
Children's Entertainer
2 p.m. - School of Rock
6 p.m. - KayLyn Pack 
Country Music Enter-
tainer
Saturday, August 14
10 a.m. - Dexter Daze 
Parade
12 noon - Colors the 
Clown
2:30 p.m. - From Grace 
Quintet
7 p.m. - Cellar Cats 
Classic Rock & Pop

Dexter Daze is a 
wonderful communi-
ty event and one that 
wouldn't happen with-
out the support of many 
people and businesses. 
The Dexter Daze Com-
mittee are all volun-
teers who spend 10-11 
months every year plan-
ning to make sure that it 
is a fun and entertaining 
festival for you, our visi-
tors. But the Committee 
aren't the only ones who 
make Dexter Daze hap-
pen year after year. 

This year's event was 
planned in just about 2 
months - well under the 
10-11 months we usual-
ly take. It has taken not 

only a lot of hard work, 
but also for people and 
businesses to step up 
and help. We would be 
NOWHERE without our 
local businesses who an-
swered our call for finan-
cial help. We thank them, 
from the bottom of our 
hearts, and request that 
you support them in any 
way that you can:

The Beer Grotto 
- Our Platinum Festi-
val Sponsor - the spon-
sor for the entire event. 
THANK YOU!! Just an 
FYI, with a Platinum 
sponsorship comes a free 
booth. The Beer Grotto 
donated their booth to 
a deserving group. We 
think that was awesome!

Pearl Planning - 
Gold Sponsor for the 
kid's interactive inflat-
ables. Our kids get free 
activities thanks to the 
generosity of this com-
pany!

Kelli Carlene Skin & 
Care - Gold Sponsor for 
the Main Stage and DJ. 
This is a new business in 
Dexter, please be sure to 
check her out.

Stieper & Brust Or-
thodontics - Gold Spon-
sor for the ever popular 
Top Hat Performers!

Aubree's of Dexter 
- Silver Sponsor for the 

also ever popular Train!
Cedars of Dexter - 

Silver Sponsor for coun-
try music entertainer 
KayLyn Pace.

Dan Waitz Associ-
ates - Silver Sponsor for 
the From Grace Quintet, 
who will be performing 
on Saturday.

Main Street Optom-
etry - Silver Sponsor for 
the Cellar Cats Classic 
Rock & Pop band. Also 
performing on Saturday.

Dexter Pediatric 
Dentistry and Mike Fitz-
patrick from Edward 
Jones Financial - Silver 
Sponsor for Putt Putt 
Golf.

Dexter Township - 
Bronze Sponsor for Eric 
the Juggler.

Silver Maples - 
Bronze Sponsor for Kev-
in Devine.

Dairy Queen - 
Bronze Sponsor for 
School of Rock.

Dexter Creamery - 
Bronze Sponsor for the 
Dexter Daze Parade.

Dexter Family Eye 
Center - Bronze Sponsor 
for Colors the Clown.

We'd also like to 
thank our Supporting 
Sponsors: 

3Bird, Dancers 
Edge, DHS Class of 87, 
Dick Lundy, Hearts & 

Flowers, Proven, Thrive 
Chiropractic, White Tail 
Farm, Dexter Bakery 
and the Dexter Mara-
thon.

Last, but definitely 
not least, we thank all 
of you who donated as 
Friends of Dexter. As 
mentioned above, Dex-
ter Daze couldn't hap-
pen without the support 
of our community. With 
the limited planning 
time this year, we had 
concerns about raising 
enough money to put on 
the event, even one that 
will be (unfortunately) 
smaller than normal. 
It does the heart good 
to see the love that this 
town has for Dexter 
Daze. 

We are also really 
excited that the Amer-
ican Legion offered to 
organize the fireworks 
this year. Please note 
that, per the Legion, the 
fireworks will be held on 
FRIDAY night this year. 
Please contact the Amer-
ican Legion to find out 
the exact start time and 
be sure you don't miss it!

We can't wait to see 
everyone at the 50th An-
niversary Dexter Daze 
on August 13-14, 2021!

Dexter Daze Com-
mittee


