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Dexter High School 
Graduation 2020

(Special Thank You 
to Hope Vestergaard & 
Karen Walls for pro-
viding information)

Photos By Karen Walls
On Sunday July 

12, DHS Class of 2020 
was finally granted an 
actual graduation cer-
emony. Spirits were 
high as the graduates 
and their families gath-
ered at Al Ritt Stadium 

Melanie Szawara • Photo Courtesy of Melanie Szawara
Story on Page 6

Interview with Board 
of Education Trustee 

Candidate Melanie Szawara
Interview with Barbara 

Reed: Candidate for Board of 
Education Trustee

Recently, I was able 
to interview Barbara 
Reed, who is running 
for Dexter Board of Ed-
ucation Trustee. 

I started by asking 
her why.  I mentioned 
that she’d been on the 

Board since 2012, but I 
wanted to know why she 
wants to serve and why 
she continues to run.  
Barbara started tell-
ing about how she first 
came to the decision to 
run.  She explained that 
she’d volunteered at the 

Barbara Reed • Photo 
Courtesy of Barabara Reed
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Chelsea First Unit-
ed Methodist Church 
(CFUMC) will sponsor 
a Facebook Live con-
cert from 4-6 p.m. on 
July 25, with opportu-
nities for listeners to 
donate funds to benefit 
Faith in Action (FIA).  
The livestream can be 
viewed during and af-
ter the event at https://
www.facebook.com/
chelseaumc/. 

Linda Meloche of 
“Around Town” will 
host the collage-style 
concert that will fea-
ture local virtuosi Bri-
an Brill, Mark Loring, 
Max Plank, and Cyn-
thia Standefer; Chelsea 
High School (CHS) 
alumnae Katherine 
(Standefer) Grant and 

Chelsea First 
United Methodist 
Church Sponsors 

Virtual Concert to 
Benefit FIA

Katie Rae Hayduk; and 
CHS musicians. 

The event is the 
brainchild of Jeanne 
Franks, CFUMC’s di-
rector of youth min-
istries. Restrictions 
due to COVID-19 re-
sponse had canceled 
the church’s mission 
trips; the effect on the 
Material Girls Christ-
mas Bazaar, whose 
profits benefit FIA, is 
still undetermined; 
and the church build-
ing is closed, effectively 
canceling the annual 
July FIA food drive. 
“Just because you can’t 
do what you’ve always 
done, doesn’t mean 
that all is lost,” said 
Franks, who decided 
there had to be a cre-

ative, new way to ac-
complish the goal. 

Franks invited Em-
ily Kuo to help with the 
effort. “She knows how 
to put the flesh on the 
bones with excellence,” 
said Franks. 

Since the pandemic 
caused the cancellation 
of both the high school 
collage and concerto 
concerts, Kuo hopes to 
provide a community 
platform for the young 
musicians to perform 
some of the pieces 
they had worked hard 
to perfect, while also 
raising funds for FIA 
to restock its pantries 
when COVID-19 aid is 
expiring, leaving many 
in need.  

Franks said, “The 

opportunity for these 
musicians to play is a 
gift both to them and 
the viewers.

C o l l a b o r a t i o n , 
community, con-
nection is what I call 
‘church.’”

Sheri Montoye, 
FIA’s executive direc-
tor, said the agency 
has accomplished its 
mission with strong 
support from local 
donors for 40 years. 
“Our primary support 

tool is a well-stocked 
food pantry,” she said. 
“When family finances 
are tight, FIA can pro-
vide food so that lim-
ited family funds can 
be used to cover other 
crucial household ex-
penses. Every little bit 
helps, and we appreci-
ate the continued sup-
port.” 

The current list of 
needs is updated ev-
ery week or two on 
their Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.
com/FIA.ChelseaDex-
ter/ and on the website 
at https://www.faithin-
action1.org/.  

Financial contri-
butions can also be 
made to FIA through 
a link on their website 
at https://www.faithi-
naction1.org/donate/, 
or by mailing a check 
to Faith in Action, 603 
South Main St., Chel-
sea, Mich. 48118.
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734

July 24, 2020    

DHS Graduation 2020 Student 
Speaker Speech

By Quinn LaFontaine
Avoiding norms 

or “breaking the sta-
tus quo,” like the great 
Troy Bolton once said, 
is something we as a 
class have sought to 
achieve. Unlike Troy 
Bolton, we know our 
four years here haven't 
exactly been a Disney 
High School Musical. 
But I can say break-
ing the status quo and 
each of us and finding 
out who we are meant 
to be has been OUR 
Dexter High School 
experience.

Beginning fresh-
man year was terrify-
ing. I had two older 
siblings who had al-
ready finished at DHS 
before I began so I 
grew up around the 
high school.

I was confident 
and ready to rule 
the school! I was the 
definition of a dumb 
freshman. We quick-
ly found our place in 
the pecking order and 
mostly stuck to our-
selves. We loved the 
independence of high 
school, but we stayed 
within our comfort 
zone.

During Sopho-
more year, we con-
formed to the norm to 

Breaking the Status Quo
fit in. Gossip, boy-dra-
ma, girl-drama, the 
“sophomore slump,” 
we had it all. We cu-
rated our social me-
dia presence, jumped 
friend groups, and 
sometimes regretted  
the friends we’d left 
behind. We wanted to 
look like we belonged.

By second semes-
ter I gained some in-
sight in a class called 
world lit and speech. 
We were taught that 
we each have a voice 
and if we have some-
thing to say we need to 
say it. We also learned 
about listening. To 
take in what someone 
is saying and respond 
without comparing 
your own experienc-
es to theirs or react-
ing quickly without 
thought. Absorb, un-
derstand, think, then 
respond. Thank you 
Mrs. McDonnough 
for teaching so many 
of us these skills. As 
young people in a so-
ciety filled with many 
social media plat-
forms, we need to use 
this for good. Use it to 
talk and inform oth-
ers about what you 
believe in. Don’t use 
it to argue or shame 
others but to under-

stand and to listen. It 
is our turn to make 
change and we are in 
such a great position, 
as young people, to 
change the world for 
the better and I hope 
that excites you as 
much as it excites me. 
Many of you may not 
have found your voice 
in your four years at 
Dexter but I prom-
ise you, you have one 
and I urge you as you 
move forward to use 
it. Sophomore year 
taught us that.

We entered Junior 
year with confidence. 
We were finally Up-
perclassmen!

We were not try-
ing to follow a norm, 
we were trying to 
create it. Gone was 
worrying what oth-
ers thought of us, we 
loved our friends, we 
won the pep rally, and 
the football team ad-
vanced to the playoffs.

But discomfort 
crept back in. We 
were overwhelmed 
with difficult class-
es, extracurriculars, 
and the S.A.T. With 
college applications 
around the corner we 
experienced stress, 
pressure, and some 
sadness but our per-

sistence led us to great 
success because we 
had definitely left our 
comfort zones and we 
were different in the 
best way.

We came into Se-
nior year loving every 
minute but already 
counting down the 
days! It was our turn 
to rule the school but 
that no longer mat-
tered.

We were more in-
terested in planning 
next year, cheering on 
our incredible foot-
ball team, and making 
those final memories 
in the halls of DHS. 
Instead of ruling we 
were ready to mentor.

We are better lead-
ers, better students, 
and better people 
than we were when 
we first came here, but 
The biggest lesson of 
senior year was about 
to be learned. We had 
to accept that things 
do not always go as 
planned. We were 
thrown a curveball. 
we are disappointed, 
and we feel let down.

Despite this, one 
of the greatest things 
we accomplished this 
year was to check in 
on a friend, set up a 
zoom call, reach out 

through social media 
and even play a video 
game to stay connect-
ed and be supportive 
of one another.

No one has had a 
senior year like ours, 
we are unique and 
that comfort zone has 
been obliterated, but 
we have made it!

As we leave DHS 
behind, moving out 
into the world, I en-
courage you to take 
the lessons we’ve 
learned here with you.

Whether you are 
headed to school, 
taking a gap year, or 
starting a new job, the 
beginning may feel 
terrifying once again. 
We may not see where 
we fit in. But we’ve 
been there before. We 
will meet new people 
and find our spot.

We won’t just go 
along to get along. We 
will use our voice to 
educate and tell the 
world about what we 
believe in. But we will 
also be willing to lis-
ten.

We may find our-
selves under incredi-
ble pressures again but 
we’ve worked through 
the hard before, and 
have excelled beauti-
fully in spite of it. . We 

can do that.
We’ll become great 

at what we do and will 
mentor others so they 
can be great too.

We will recognize 
that when our plan 
doesn’t go as expect-
ed, it is not an ending. 
It’s a beginning.

I’d like to thank 
our Administrators, 
staff and our teach-
ers at DHS. You have 
taught, encouraged, 
inspired and looked 
after us. We sincerely 
appreciate you for it.

And as for you, the 
class of 2020, to quote 
the great Troy Bolton 
one more time, “Be a 
jock who can whip up 
a mean creme brulee 
or a brainiac that can 
break it down on the 
dance floor.” I encour-
age you to continue to 
step out of your com-
fort zone and break 
the status quo. I am 
proud to be part of 
such a special class 
and I cannot wait to 
see what you all will 
do in the future. And 
never forget once a 
dreadnaught, always a 
dreadnaught.

Congratulations, 
Dexter High School, 
Class of 2020!
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 ➢ continued from page 1
to celebrate. Dr. Julie 
Schumaker, President 
of Board of Education 
gave the Welcome, Dr. 
Chris Timmis, Super-
intendent of Dexter 
Schools, gave opening 
remarks, and principal 
of Dexter High School, 
Kit Moran provided 
special awards, intro-
ductions and thank 
you’s. There were four 
student speakers who 
gave speeches: Teaghan 
Holman, Quinn LaFon-
taine, Rose Reilly, and 
Simon Kim. 

Dexter High School 
Graduation 2020

Kit Moran, prin-
cipal of DHS left the 
class of 2020 with these 
words: “The Dexter 
community is very 
proud of all of you. We 
will miss you terribly 
but it is time for you 
to move on to the next 
step in your lives. There 
are thousands of mo-
ments from your high 
school career we will 
never forget. Good luck 
class of 2020!”

Dr. Chris Timmis 
had these remarks for 
the DHS graduating 
class of 2020: “On be-

half of Dexter Commu-
nity Schools, we are all 
so blessed to have this 
opportunity to recog-
nize the Class of 2020 
and celebrate your 
graduation.

The Class of 2020 
has been chosen to 
lead.   The pandemic 
that ended your school 
year early and that has 
gripped our country 
combined with the so-
cial and political un-
rest that has permeated 
throughout our nation 
are a message to all of 
you.   You were chosen 

to lead.   You were cho-
sen to help each other, 
help our country, and 
lead our world to work 
together for the better-
ment of everyone.   You 
were chosen to lead the 
change that will result 
from the circumstances 
we all find ourselves in 
as we sit at Al Ritt Sta-
dium, wearing masks, 
with limited family 
present, and adapting 
to the landscape we are 
working within.   You 
have been chosen to 
Lead.  

Every leader has 

one experience in their 
lives where they were 
put into a situation 
where it was their turn 
to “step up.”   This is 
your moment.

I’ve had the won-
derful opportunity to 
watch you grow up 
through our schools 
and to see you gradu-
ate today.  Knowing you 
as students, as young 
adults, and as people, I 
firmly believe you are 
the group of leaders we 
have all been waiting 
for who will grab ahold 
of this opportunity and 

make your positive im-
pact on this world.  

Thank you for all 
you’ve done for Dexter 
Community Schools, 
all you’ve done for each 
other, and...thinking 
ahead..thank you for 
all you will do after you 
walk across this stage to 
become leaders in this 
world.

C ongratu lat ions 
and forever, Go 
Dreads!”  Congrats 
again to DHS Class of 
2020.
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From Bobby Maldonado
St. Joseph Mer-

cy Chelsea  is re-in-
troducing a free pub-
lic transportation 
initiative in Stockbridge 
and Manchester through 
the  Western-Washten-
aw Area Value Express 
(WAVE) service.   The 
bus service, which will 
now launch on August 
3, was originally set 
to begin in April but 
was delayed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

As part of the agree-

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea sets August 3 
relaunch date for free WAVE transportation 

service in Stockbridge and Manchester

ment with WAVE, the 
hospital purchased a 
12-person van with a 
wheel-chair lift, and will 
provide funding to sup-
port weekday shuttle 
service between Stock-
bridge, Manchester and 
Chelsea on scheduled 
days.   The shuttle is a 
strategic priority for the 
hospital and is intended 
to reduce social isolation 
and improve transporta-
tion within communities 
it serves.

"We know that res-
idents of Stockbridge 
and Manchester are vul-
nerable due to a lack of 
transportation options 
and that the collective 
health of the communi-

ty is negatively impacted 
as a result," said Nan-
cy Graebner, president 
and CEO of St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea.   "As 
Michigan continues its 
return to normalcy fol-
lowing the outbreak of 
COVID-19 infections 
this past spring, it's im-
portant that everyone 
keep up with medical 
appointments and their 
recommended diagnos-
tic screenings.  We hope 
that this new bus service 
makes attending these 
important appointments 
a little bit easier for local 
residents."

As a not-for-profit 
hospital, St. Joseph Mer-
cy Chelsea engages local 

community members 
every three years to par-
ticipate in a Community 
Heath Needs Assess-
ment.  Social influencers 
of health, particularly 
social isolation due to 
lack of transportation, is 
routinely identified as a 
top concern.

The shuttle will make 
four-round trips per day 
from Stockbridge to 
Chelsea on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
and from Manchester to 
Chelsea on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.   It will have 
two shuttle stops in each 
community and will be 
able to pick up disabled 
individuals who have 
made reservations with-
in a three quarter mile 
radius from each stop.   
The service is available 
for passengers of all ages.

The shuttle stop lo-
cations are:

Stockbridge:
• Stockbridge Area 

Emergency Services Au-
thority (SAESA), 1009 
S. Clinton Street, Stock-
bridge

• Veterans Memo-

rial Park, the Gazebo 
on North Wood Street, 
Stockbridge

Manchester:
• Emanuel United 

Church of Christ, 324 W. 
Main Street, Manchester

• Manchester Village 
Offices, 912 City Road 
and Hibbard Street, 
Manchester

The shuttle will trav-
el to Chelsea and drop 
off passengers at their 
desired location with-
in the community.   The 
shuttle is not limited 
to health care appoint-
ments.   Passengers may 
take the shuttle for trips 
to the grocery store, 
medical appointments, 
pharmacy visits or for 
shopping trips. 

Passengers may also 
use additional WAVE 
bus routes once they are 
in Chelsea, which trav-
el throughout Chelsea 
as well as into Dexter 
and Ann Arbor.   Reser-
vations are encouraged 
to ensure seating due 
to social distancing re-
quirements during the 
Covid-19 pandemic pe-

riod.   Travel on other 
WAVE routes may re-
quire a fee.

In response to the 
global COVID-19 pan-
demic, all WAVE bus-
es and vans have been 
outfitted with Plexiglas 
cockpits that enclose 
the driver.   All hand-
to-hand contact with 
drivers has been elim-
inated and fare boxes 
have been installed.   All 
drivers have been is-
sued face masks, gloves 
and medical grade face 
shields.   WAVE is limit-
ing seating on buses to 
ensure that riders adhere 
to proper social distanc-
ing, and ALL riders are 
required to wear masks.  
Drivers will continue 
to sanitize high touch 
points inside the buses 
regularly during the day 
and a full-time clean-
ing staff has been hired 
to clean the buses every 
night.

For information 
about the shuttle and 
for seating reservations, 
please call WAVE at 734-
475-9494.

Interview with Board of Education Trustee 
Candidate Melanie Szawara

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

 ➢ continued from  page 1

Melanie Szawara is 
one of the candidates 
running for Trustee on 
the Dexter Board of Ed-
ucation.  This past week, 
I had the opportunity to 
chat with her and get to 
know her a little better.

I was curious as to 
why she decided to run.  
Melanie is an attorney 
and mom of young chil-
dren in the district.  She 
explained that she’s a 
long time Dexter resi-

dent.  That her family 
has been here for sev-
eral generations.  She’s 
a Dexter High school 
graduate and from a 
family of educators.  
Melanie states that ev-
erything grows and 
changes, but she hopes 
to bring back some tra-
ditions.  

I asked Melanie 
how she was campaign-
ing during a pandem-
ic.  She has a Facebook 
page.  But being a long 
time Dexter resident, 
she has so many former 

classmates and family 
in town that some peo-
ple heard she was run-
ning before she told her 
mother.  Being a long 
term member of a small 
town has been advanta-
geous for her as far as 
spreading the word.    

Finally, I asked 
Melanie if there was 
anything further she’d 
like her constituents to 
know.  She said there 
are a lot of hot topics 
in education right now, 
like social justice.  And 
she sees the recent chal-

lenges faced with the 
pandemic as an oppor-
tunity to forage into 
new areas.  We can ex-
pand how we educate.  
We can be more creative 
and reinvent the ways 
we educate.  A little 
different, a little more 
personalized education.  
We discussed how on-
line learning works re-
ally well for some, but 
not others.  My son, for 
example, thrived in an 
online environment, 
where he struggled in a 
classroom setting.  Her 

daughter, much young-
er than my son, did not 
do as well online.  But, 
since we’ve had to ex-
amine things because 
of the pandemic, we 
can explore the differ-
ent options for educat-
ing children and make 
it more individual for 
each child.  Certainly 
a nice silver lining to 
this stress.  Being a part 
of the Dexter commu-
nity, she would like to 
continue with some of 
the old traditions.  She 
specifically mentioned 

really enjoying bring-
ing graduation back to 
where it used to be.  And 
she also wants the com-
munity to know that she 
has young children in 
school and her friends 
and former classmates’ 
children are in school 
with them.  She is per-
sonally affected by the 
growth and education 
of these kids.   To learn 
more about Melanie, 
you can follow her 
Facebook page: Melanie 
Klark Szawara for Dex-
ter School Board.

 ➢ continued from page 1
schools for years as her 
kids were growing up. 
She was in the class-
rooms helping and she 
loved being on campus.  
She started attending 
school board meetings 
and speaking during 
public comment time.  
The more she attended, 
the more she wanted to 
participate.  She wanted 
to be part of the process 
more.  So she ran.  Bar-
bara said it was an ex-
citing election.  She did 
not expect to win, so 
when she did she was a 
little surprised.  She im-
mediately jumped into 
training so she could 
be the best board mem-
ber she could be.  She’s 
running again because 
she really loves Dexter 

Interview with Barbara Reed: Candidate 
for Board of Education Trustee

schools- teachers and 
staff.  Barabara explains, 
right now important 
things are happening 
and she can provide 
continuity.  

I asked Barba-
ra how her campaign 
has changed during 
COVID-19.    Since Bar-
bara has an active social 
media presence, she 
doesn’t really feel that it’s 
changed too much.  Al-
though she did point out 
that before COVID-19 
the board would host 
panel which allowed for 
people to ask questions.  
She really enjoyed those 
panels and is disap-
pointed they cannot 
take place now.  She ex-
plains that it’s harder to 
get to know people one 
on one.  She did add that 

she believes that the use 
of Zoom has actually 
helped the school board 
function well.  She not-
ed that attendance by 
citizens has increased, 
possibly because they 
can watch the Zoom, 
cook dinners, and do 
the things parents need 
to do while the board 
meets.  She sees Zoom 
as being a positive im-
pact of COVID-19.  
Barbara continues to 
be open and available 
to constituents through 
social media. “People 
have the right to know 
their rep. I feel strongly 
about that. If I’m distant 
or remote it’s harder to 
know whether the rep 
is representing you.” 
She appreciates getting 
community feedback 

and wants to interact 
with the people she 
represents. And since 
she’s been on the board 
for so long, people al-
ready know what she’s 
about.  She believes they 
either like her or they 
don’t and they’ve had 
the chance to formulate 
an opinion through her 
history on the board. 

I asked Barabra if 
she had anything else 
she’d like to share with 
potential voters.  She 
explained that there’s 
nothing she’d do differ-
ently.  Her platform is 
the same as it was when 
she first ran.  

1. Every student 
matters.  They need to 
be supported and in-
cluded.  The district 
needs to provide the 

best education possible. 
Individualized learning.  
The student should be 
met where they are and 
educated to the best of 
our ability.

2.  High standards.  
Every child should have 
academic growth in a 
year.  She’s very con-
cerned about the impact 
of COVID-19 on stu-
dents in the district.  She 
did praise staff for how 
quickly they made the 
switch from in-person 
to online.  She recog-
nized how hard parents 
and the district worked.  
But she’s worried about 
students needing to 
catch up.  She wants to 
follow the guidelines 
and be as safe as pos-
sible, but she believes 
in-person learning is 

the best education pos-
sible for students in the 
district.

3. She is available to 
listen to the people she 
represents, even when 
they have a complaint 
with how she's repre-
senting them.  She has 
always been available 
and she will continue 
to do that for members 
of the community.  If 
you are interested in 
learning more about 
Barabara, check out her 
website at https://www.
barbararead4school-
board.com/ or her Face-
book page: Barbara 
Read Dexter Schools.  
She just started an Ins-
tagram page and works 
hard to make herself 
available to members of 
the community. 
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The 49th Dexter 
Daze was cancelled 
due to the refusal of the 
Dexter City Council 
to approve our permit 
request. This was done 
after a modified plan 
was submitted and 
without any opportu-
nity to make further 
modifications. We had 
no choice but to cancel 
the event. We recent-
ly found out that the 
City Council is willing 
to approve fundrais-
ing events within the 
City and specifically at 
Monument Park.

We are very excited 
to report that the Dex-

A message from the 
Dexter Daze Committee:

ter Daze Committee 
has submitted a new 
park use permit to the 
City for their approv-
al. Since we were not 
approved to hold the 
49th Dexter Daze, and 
since we use each year’s 
event to help cover the 
normal expenses of the 
Dexter Daze Festival, 
i.e. insurance, we are 
requesting that the City 
and the City Council 
approve a very small 
fundraising event so 
that we will be able to 
hold a spectacular 50th 
Dexter Daze in August, 
2021.

Please stay tuned 

as we await the deci-
sion of the City Coun-
cil. We have modified 
our request to fit the 
same parameters of 
other events that have 
already been approved, 
so we are confident 
that our effort will be 
successful. The plan is 
to hold this fundrais-
ing event on Saturday, 
August 15 from 10-4 
in Monument Park. 
We look forward to 
seeing all friends of 
Dexter Daze come 
out as a show of sup-
port for this well-loved 
community event. 
Thank you so much.

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Ken Magee • Photo Courtesy of Ken Magee

(Article Previously Ran in Online Edition on July 3)

Interview with Ken Magee: 
Candidate for Washtenaw 

County Sheriff
This past week, I 

had the opportunity 
to interview Ken Ma-
gee, one of two Dem-
ocrats and candidates, 
running for Washt-
enaw County Sheriff.  
This is another race 
that will be deter-
mined by the August 
4 primary.  Because 
of the negative impact 
COVID-19 has had 
on campaigns, I’m 
attempting to get to 
know each candidate 
prior to the primary 
and help the readers 
learn more about each 
candidate.   

My first question 
was why?  I want to 
know why everyone 
decides to run.  Ken 
stated that he has 
three decades in law 
enforcement and he 
sees many things that 
need to be changed.  
He wants to restore 
trust in the police, 
noting that it’s partic-
ularly an issue on the 
Eastside.  He wants 
accountability on all 
levels and he’d like to 
improve transparen-
cy.  Ken specifically 
discussed difficulty 
obtaining information 
under the Freedom of 
Information Act that 
he believes should not 
be as difficult.  Once 
in office, Ken wants 
to combat the opioid 
epidemic.  He stated, 
“there have been 200 
deaths in Washtenaw 
County alone since 
the last election.  Ken 
has a different strat-
egy.  All the deaths 
have been on his op-
ponent’s watch.  200 is 
way too many.”

I interjected.  My 
best friend from high 
school is an addict. I 
have not seen her in 
close to seven years.  
She’s still alive so I still 

have hope.  But I have 
no answers.  So I was 
wondering what Ken 
believes will help the 
situation.  Ken stat-
ed, “In order to be an 
effective law enforce-
ment leader you have 
to think outside the 
badge.” He was very 
compassionate after 
I confessed that my 
friend is an addict.  I 
appreciated his com-
passion because most 
people make assump-
tions about me be-
cause I know some-
one who is addicted.  
He did not.  He took 
the time to explain his 
plan in depth.  I really 
appreciated his com-
passion.  He went on 
to describe his plan.  
He uses an acronym 
to provide the details: 
PETER.

Prevention: Ken 
mentions the SRS-
LY organization and 
mentions that a whole 
lot of people are in-
volved in prevention.

Enforcement: not 
just law enforcement, 
family values, athletic 
team values, and ex-
pectations.  His idea 
is the enforcement 
of community stan-
dards, by including 
the entire community.

Treatment: Ken 
thinks we should re-
evaluate how we treat 
addicts.  Addicts do 
commit crimes to ob-
tain drugs and some-
times under the influ-
ence.  But he believes 
the best solution is 
treatment, He believes 
addiction is a medical 
illness. He does not 
believe jail is a good 
solution.  He wants to 
hold them account-
able but in a treatment 
situation.  As a reader, 
maybe you’re won-
dering how he gets 
addicts spots in treat-
ment, rather than jail.  
Ken’s idea is to turn 

part of the jail into a 
treatment facility.  He 
sees wasteful spend-
ing in inflated sala-
ries for people within 
the sheriff ’s office and 
the jail.  He’d like to 
reduce the waste and 
use the money to hire 
social workers and 
treatment specialists 
to convert part of the 
jail into a treatment 
facility.  Ken states 
that opioids have the 
most egregious im-
pact on public health 
and safety. And he 
will update the com-
munity each day on 
what we are doing to 
address the issue.  

Recovery: He 
states that recovery is 
not a 30-day process.  
Employers and fam-
ilies and individuals 
need to be aware that 
recovery is life long.  

Ken then ex-
plained to me that 
while he was traveling 
the world as a Feder-

al Narcotics agent his 
own brother was bat-
tling addiction.  It was 
a battle his brother ul-
timately lost.  I imme-
diately understood his 
compassion and the 
fact he understands 
you can care for some-
one very deeply but be 
completely separate 
from their addiction.

Ken then went 
on to discuss a bit of 
his history with law 
enforcement and his 
experience.  He dis-
cussed things he had 
seen throughout his 
career.  Ken was on the 
DEA team that helped 
take down Pablo Es-
cobar.  He sent me the 
recognition awarded 
to him by the Colom-
bian Government.  He 
was in Atlantic City 
during the Olympics 
when the bomb went 
off and helped save a 
little girl there after-
ward.  He states that 
with his experience, 

he knows how to put 
together a team and a 
strategy to positively 
impact everyone.   He 
feels that as sheriff he 
can bring all groups 
together, government, 
private business, and 
social agencies to lead 
the charge against opi-
oids. You can find his 
plan on YouTube by 
searching Ken Magee.  
It’s the video listed un-
der Michigan Politics. 

He plans on re-
storing trust in police 
services by being an 
active leader present 
in the moment.    I 
asked Ken what he 
will do to improve the 
current situation be-
tween public distrust 
for police officers.   
Ken stated a more 
thorough investiga-
tion into who is hired 
to explore bias as well 
as who is promoted.  
He also discussed the 
safety problem for 
employees with many 
people having to work 
double shifts within 

the jails.  He reiterated 
that the current sheriff 
has been absent and 
that he will be pres-
ent to take charge and 
be accountable to the 
community concerns.  
He will not be delegat-
ing this very import-
ant work.  He will also 
create a community 
police oversight panel, 
and offer the commu-
nity the opportuni-
ty to voice concerns 
at coffee house ses-
sions.  He would like 
to replace or define 
how information is 
obtained under the 
freedom of informa-
tion act to provide 
more transparency 
from the department.  
Ken encourages any-
one with questions to 
contact him and fol-
low him on Facebook. 
Ken Magee for Sher-
iff.  Magee4Sheriff@
gmail.com. Twitter @
Magee4Sheriff.  Ma-
gee4Sheriff.com.  He 
even provided his cell 
phone (503)781-3174.
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DHS Graduation 2020 Student 
Speaker Speech

By Simon Kim
You know it's been 

a crazy year when u 
have to rewrite your 
speech 4 different 
times to make sure it 
stays relevant.

So I'm sorry if I 
fail to address any 
recent events in this 
speech I just can’t see 
this year getting too 
much crazier.

Knock on wood.
So Hi, my name is 

Simon Kim.
I am here repre-

senting the students of 
Dexter High School.

First of all I'd like 
to thank my parents 
from the bottom of 
my heart.

Without them I 
would not be here and 
I love you guys.

And of course that 
doesn’t just go for my 
parents, but to all the 
parents and adults 
who have supported 
these fine students 
that will go on and 
no doubt, do amazing 
things.

Thank you faculty. 
As the support system 
here in Dexter is ab-
solutely incredible.

In addition, I'd 
like to acknowledge 
the single parents 
here. Those who had 
to raise their chil-
dren through hell and 
back, I applaud you. 
I believe that single 
parents are the stron-
gest people on this 
planet.

Do you guys re-
member when we got 
our computer logins?

I vividly remem-
ber being confused at 
why they all started 
with the number 20.

Our teachers told 
us that it was the year 
we would graduate.

Back then 2020 
seemed like a lifetime 
away. Well, here we 
are.

And it would be a 

Leading with Compassion
vast understatement 
to say that we have 
been through a lot.

But we made it.
Looking back on 

my years at Dexter 
Community Schools, 
I’d think that I’ve 
learned a little bit.

I learned that the 
mitochondria is the 
powerhouse of the 
cell.

I learned how to 
integrate by parts.

And I even 
learned to brace the 
core and rip the floor.

Shoutout to coach 
Whittaker and the 
Iron Dread Program.

But, some of the 
most important les-
sons I’ve learned in 
Dexter are things that 
transcend the class-
room.

Since I was young 
my father constantly 
told me to be worthy 
of my advantages.

I will admit, he re-
peated this often and 
it did get annoying, 
but last year I finally 
understood how im-
portant it was to re-
flect on the advantag-
es that you are born 
with.

I know we all have 
our own unique chal-
lenges and struggles, 
but in Dexter, we are 
generally known as 
being fairly middle 
class and fortunate.

And while we are 
all born into different 
circumstances with 
different ideologies 
and political views.

It is beyond im-
portant to lead with 
compassion.

A lot of times it's 
easy to ignore the 
problems of others 
because it is rarely 
something we have to 
face in our own lives.

We hear about 
global crises and just 
scroll on.

We hear that par-

ents have to fear for 
their children's safety 
at the hands of those 
who have sworn to 
protect them because 
of the color of their 
skin.

By the end of my 
speech a child will die 
of preventable causes 
in Yemen.

And the only 
thing separating you 
and that child,

The only thing 
separating that per-
son from your son or 
daughter graduating 
here today, is luck.

A random roll of a 
dice landed us here.

My point isn’t to 
compare or belittle 
our own problems, 
but it’s to realize that 
a lot of the advantag-
es that we have aren’t 
earned.

So we have to be 
worthy of our advan-
tages.

Remember that 
talent is spread equal-
ly across the globe, 
but opportunity isn’t..

Every single one 
of the faculty here to-
day, every single par-
ent and member of 
the community here 
has worked hard these 
last 12 years to make 
sure you get a quality 
education.

So do not waste 
that education.

Class of 2020 I 
stand here before you 
to tell you that we can 
truly make a differ-
ence.

Right now, all you 
need to change the 
world is this (phone).

Really think about 
that we can make the 
world shift on its axis, 
using a device that we 
can hold in our palms, 
not enough people are 
realizing this.

For the first time 
ever, every single per-
son here can make 
their voice be heard.

Nothing is impos-
sible anymore.

So go chase that 
dream, create art, 
make movies, make 
music, build the next 
amazon, or the next 
great nonprofit.

Use your voice 
to speak up against 
inequality, or to pro-
mote equal love for 
all.

But most impor-
tantly use your voice 
to

Have civil dis-
course with those that 
you disagree with and 
educate and change 
hearts.

As Steve Jobs once 
said.

Life can be so 
much broader, once 
you discover one 
simple fact, and that 
is that everything 
around you that you 
call 'life' was made up 
by people who were 
no smarter than you. 
And you can change 
it, you can influence 
it, you can build your 
own things that other 
people can use.

And as I close off, 
I'd like to leave you 

with this poem-thing 
I wrote, I don't know 
what to call it, but I 
write these sometimes 
and I thought it was 
appropriate.

You are.
A vessel of infinite 

potential and there is 
nothing stopping you 
from doing anything.

But yourself.
Your own doubts 

consume the very 
thought of taking that 
leap.

And that light of 
potential begins to 
waver.

You begin to close 
yourself off in a box

With walls closing 
in.

But there is no 
box. The walls aren’t 
closing in Despite 
what people say

The average lifes-
pan of a human is 79 
years.

79 years and 
you're gone.

Whether you be-
lieve in God, a higher 
power, or not.

Nothing is guar-
anteed.

So why create a 
box to live in, why 

care about comfort, 
when you only have 
79 years.

79 years to change 
the world.

You have the pow-
er of all human histo-
ry combined within 
your iphone.

Imagine what Da-
vinci would create 
with modern technol-
ogy.

Image what Ein-
stein could invent.

All that power 
within the palm of 
your hand.

79 years, to change 
the world.

I’m in.
Are you?
Class of 2020,
we have been giv-

en the gift of being 
born in these circum-
stances.

So go forth with 
compassion and mo-
tivation.

And while 2020 
has lacked in good 
vibes, let’s do our best 
to enjoy these last few 
months together.

Thank you.
And Keep It 

Wholesome.
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Speaker Speech

Use this Time for Good
By Rose Reilly

Hello everyone, 
today, we are gradu-
ating and moving for-
ward, though I know 
that many of us may 
feel like we are float-
ing, without any kind 
of certainty about 
what the future holds. 
Our graduating class 
is forced to imagine 
our own uncertain fu-
tures in the midst of a 
world in chaos.

It is probably na-
ive to say that some-
time soon, everything 
is just going to go 
back to normal. This 
cataclysmic world 
event will change the 
way that we live for a 
long time.

Things will be 
different and we will 
have to adapt, but I 
believe that we have 
what it takes to make 
adaptations and cre-
ate the new norms.

In times of cri-
sis, it's not all about 
answers, but about 
asking the right ques-
tions. So class of 
2020--let's start ask-

ing those questions.
Let's allow quar-

antine to be an oppor-
tunity for introspec-
tion. Let's allow the 
solitude to highlight 
what we truly value. 
Let's allow this to be 
a time of personal de-
velopment.

We are at a very 
important crossroads 
in our lives where we 
will be asked, more 
and more, to make 
decisions that will 
shape our lives for 
years to come.

Could there be a 
better time to pause 
and assess what we 
are really passionate 
about?

When consider-
ing the work we can 
do to better the world, 
looking at the activi-
ties that we maintain, 
without external pres-
sure, during quaran-
tine gives us an ex-
cellent window into 
those true passions.

I am sure many of 
you are thinking: “I 
have been spending 
a lot of time in bed, 

how does that trans-
late to a passion?”

Yeah, I have been 
spending plenty of 
time in bed too, but 
let’s look at the things 
we have been doing 
in our cozy spots: 
I know I have been 
reading books about 
politics and getting 
back to writing for 
enjoyment. Maybe 
you have been pur-
suing creative proj-
ects, reading some 
interesting books, or 
learning how to use 
some new technol-
ogy….wait. I think 
we all may have been 
forced to do that, like 
it or not. Who knew 
the “z” in Gen Z stood 
for Zoom?

Whatever the ac-
tivity, we all need 
to take some time 
to pause and think 
about what attracts us 
to it. We should seek 
understanding about 
what we want to do, 
but most importantly, 
ask ourselves why we 
want to do it. Under-
standing our personal 

motivations, unique 
capabilities, and val-
ues can help us each 
to be more successful 
in all our pursuits, 
and in the long run, 
make us happier.

I know we hav-
en't been in school 
for a while now, but 
you may remember 
this one from class: 
Psychologist Abra-
ham Maslow created 
a model called the 
Hierarchy of Needs in 
1943 to describe the 
stages a human must 
progress through 
to lead a happy and 
healthy life. The fi-
nal stage is known 
as self-actualization. 
Maslow characterizes 
this stage as a “ desire 
to become more and 
more what one is, to 
become everything 
that one is capable of 
becoming.”

This theory shows 
the importance of 
becoming our true 
selves to achieve true 
happiness, but how 
do we do this if we are 
not quite sure who we 

are yet?
Chances are that 

we will never have a 
full view of who we 
are meant to be and 
what we are meant to 
do, especially not at 
the end of this pan-
demic, or even in the 
next 30 years.

Instead, being re-
flective on our choices 
and how they fit with 
the person we want to 
become and the kind 
of life we want to lead 
can provide the step-
ping stones to self-ac-
tualization and fulfill-
ment.

So as we create 
new routines to re-
place our old ones, 
I challenge us all to 
include a moment 
for introspection into 
every day. Maybe you 
take a walk in nature, 
maybe you watch an 
interview with some-
one who inspires you 
and reflect on the 
qualities you admire 
in them, or maybe 
you just think about 
one thing that made 
you feel fulfilled each 

day before you go to 
sleep at night.

By taking these 
small steps, we all 
have the power to use 
this time of chaos as 
a time of self-discov-
ery, as we prepare to 
take this leap from 
high school student 
to whatever life has in 
store for us next.

We have the time 
now to think on the 
important questions 
of who we are and 
what we are meant 
to do. But remember 
that these answers 
won't come fast, and 
certainly not in their 
entirety. To approach 
that, I think the Tao 
Te Ching asks a very 
important question: 
“Do you have the pa-
tience to wait till your 
mud settles and the 
water is clear?”

Now that our as-
signments are done 
and tests have been 
taken, we have the 
time to turn that at-
tention inward, let the 
mud settle, and ask 
ourselves, what’s next.

Adversity Doesn’t Simply 
Build Character, It Reveals It

By Teaghan Holman
Hi everyone and 

welcome. I am be-
yond honored to have 
the opportunity to 
address you all to-
day. The great Charles 
Dickens once wrote, 
“It was the best of 
times, it was the worst 
of times.”

While his words 
were written to de-
scribe the tumultu-
ous environment of 
the French Revolu-
tion, the sentiment 
still rings true today. 
Over these 13 years 
we’ve been together, 
we’ve shared so many 
joyful experiences, 
from parking lot wa-
ter fights to prom at 
the Big House. But we 
have also weathered 
some of the most dif-
ficult times: a torna-
do, Dexter bears, and 
the new carpeting in 
the high school. Yet 
we have survived and 
thrived through all of 
this.

Many people say 
our generation is 
“cursed;” cursed by 
9/11, cursed by a dy-
ing planet, cursed 

by an unprecedent-
ed global pandemic. 
Though these atroc-
ities may align with 
some of the great 
milestones in our 
lives, we must re-
member that they do 
not define us. It may 
feel like we are living 
in a constant state of 
turmoil, but it is this 
disorder that gives 
us purpose. How we 
handle adversity and 
respond to it is what 
exposes our true 
character. The world 
needs our resilience 
more than ever be-
fore.

It is our ability to 
thrive in the face of 
disaster that makes 
our generation so 
necessary and influ-
ential.

If we have learned 
anything from bing-
ing Tiger King all 
in one day during 
quarantine, it is that 
nothing is impossible. 
It is safe to say that 
our senior year was 
not a typical one. It 
was heartbreaking to 
learn the longstand-
ing traditions enjoyed 

by each Dexter High 
School graduating 
class would not be en-
joyed by the class of 
2020. No senior sur-
vivor, spring sports, 
senior breakfasts, or 
skip days. For most 
of us, we didn’t even 
realize that when we 
left the high school 
on March 13th, it 
would be the last time 
we ever walked out. It 
would have been easy 
for us to just give up 
and leave our senior 
year unfinished. But 
that is not how our 
class has ever handled 
adversity. Instead, we 
created new tradi-
tions, traditions that 
will be traced back to 
the class of 2020 for 
years to come.

It is evident that 
over the past 4 years, 
we have adapted to 
the changing world 
around us, finding the 
silver lining even in 
the darkest of times. 
And while most of us 
thought that senior-
itis would be the im-
pending disease we 
would face at the end 
of our high school ca-

reers, the world had 
other plans. Our leg-
acies, however, will 
be more than just 
Zoom classes, stay at 
home orders, and so-
cial distancing. While 
these experiences will 
be remembered, our 
legacy will ultimate-
ly be our continued 
strength and unity, 
regardless of the cir-
cumstances. We will 
come out on the oth-
er side of this more 
prepared and more 
to face the challenges 
ahead.

I am proud that 
you will be the peo-
ple I think of when I 
look back on my high 
school experience. I 
cannot wait to watch 
every single one of 
you change the world 
in your own unique 
way. We have grown 
up together, learned 
together, and, most 
importantly, over-
come adversity to-
gether. I know in my 
heart that as we take 
the next steps into our 
careers and beyond, 
we will continue to 
work together to turn 

what may seem like 
the worst of times, 
into some of the best 

we’ve ever had. Thank 
you and Go Dreads!


