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In the step by step 
return to normalcy, 
I went to the Dexter 
Wellness Center for 
the Dexter Forum at 
8:30am on Saturday 
morning. It felt like 
deja vu. I walked in 
about five minutes 
late  and recycling 
and trash was being 
discussed again.  Cit-
izens in the neighbor-
ing townships are still 
struggling with trash 
and recycling ser-
vices.  After finding  

Dexter Forum 
Returns to 

the Wellness 
Center

out the cost of pur-
chasing a dump truck, 
citizens of Dexter 
Township have ruled 
out starting their own 
trash collection ser-
vice.  The secret to 
the City’s solid crash 
service might just be 
that the city council 
knows where people 
from the trash com-
pany live.  Paul Cous-
ins, may or may not 
show up and intimi-
date him or her into 
making sure residents 
are provided with 

PROFILE: DEXTER SENIOR 
LUCAS KOONE SETS COURSE 

ON HELPING OTHERS

Story and another photo on page 7

On March 20, 
1966  Dexter Town-
ship,   the Frank Man-
nor Farm, became 
a site of Michigan’s 
most famous UFO 
sighting.  I wasn’t 
alive when this hap-
pened so when I was 

Pentagon Stirs Revived 
Interest in Dexter Aliens/

Swamp Gas
told I should look into 
the alien and swamp 
gas story in Dexter I 
was skeptical.  I may 
not be doing inves-
tigative hit pieces on 
politicians, but I also 
don’t write about liz-
ard men living in the 
sewer.  

What I learned 

really made me ques-
tion my skepticism. 
I learned that one, 
perhaps slightly, off 
person didn’t witness 
the object. Several 
people did, including 
a dorm full of college 
students, and multi-
ple sheriffs and police 
officers.  It’s easy to 

laugh off one witness.  
But when the witness-
es have the same tim-
ing and their stories 
corroborate, it’s hard 
to ignore. It was so 
big, Walter Cronkite 
reported on it  and  
then Congressman 
Gerald Ford called for 
an investigation.  Dr. 
J Allen Hyneck, an 
astrophysicist from 
Northwest University 
and Air Force consul-
tant tried to explain 
it away as swamp 
gas.   Logically, if it 
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Crowdfunding Campaign Launched for the ‘Border to 
Border Trail – Chelsea Connection’

$50,000 goal to win matching grant through MEDC’s Public Spaces 
Community Places initiative

Photos courtesy of Doug Coombe.

From: Mackenzie 
Wisniewski, Assistant 
Director, Huron 
Waterloo Pathways 
Initiative

A new segment of 
the Border-to Border 
(B2B) Trail in Washt-
enaw County will reach 
downtown Chelsea 
through a crowdfund-
ing campaign, Huron 
Waterloo Pathways Ini-
tiative (HWPI) and the 
Michigan Economic 
Development Corpo-
ration and the nonprof-
it Huron announced 
today. The campaign is 
being offered through 
the Michigan-based 
crowdfunding plat-
form Patronicity.

If the campaign 
reaches its crowdfund-
ing goal of $50,000 by 
September 15, the proj-
ect will win a matching 
grant with funds made 
possible by MEDC’s 
Public Spaces Commu-

nity Places program. 
For project details and 
to donate, please visit: 
patronicity.com/b2b-
trail

“Creating con-
nectivity between our 
public trails brings our 
communities together 
and provides new rec-
reational opportunities 
for our residents,” said 
MEDC Senior Vice 
President of Commu-
nity Development Mi-
chele Wildman. “We 
are pleased to support 
and provide resources 
for this project through 
our Public Spaces 
Community Places 
program.” 

Huron Waterloo 
Pathway Initiative, 
in partnership with 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty Parks and Recre-
ation (WCPARC) and 
the city of Chelsea, is 
building an extension 
of the Border-to-Bor-
der Trail that will con-
nect you directly into 
Downtown Chelsea. 
This one-mile trail 
segment will provide 
trail users, businesses, 
visitors, and residents 
direct access to down-
town to enjoy shop-

ping, dining, and rec-
reation along the trail.

This new section 
of trail will begin at 
Veterans Park, wind-
ing through Timber-
town, and continue 
one mile north on a 
road separated path on 
M-52. The trailhead at 
Timbertown features 
extensive parking, re-
strooms, picnic pavil-
ions and a play area. 
This section of the 
trail is part of a larg-
er B2B Trail plan that 
will eventually con-
nect Chelsea to Stock-
bridge. The trail will 
not only connect to 
downtown Chelsea but 
will traverse Michigan 
DNR's Pinckney and 
Waterloo Recreation 
area. This trail connec-
tion will add to the ex-
isting 4.8 miles of trail 
that were constructed 
in 2018-2020.

“HWPI is pleased 
to partner with the 
MEDC on the Bor-
der-to-Border Trail 
Chelsea Connector.  
When complete, resi-
dents and visitors will 
be able to connect di-
rectly into downtown 
Chelsea from the trail 

to access restaurants, 
shopping, and the 
recreational facili-
ties at Timber Town 
and Veterans Park,” 
said Jeff Hardcastle, 
HWPI Board Chair. 
“This project is part 
of a series of dynam-
ic connections that 
will significantly en-
hance non-motorized 
trail access in Western 
Washtenaw County.”

Public Spaces 
Community Places is 
a collaborative effort of 
the MEDC, the Michi-
gan Municipal League, 
and Patronicity, in 
which local residents 
can use crowdfund-
ing to be part of the 
development of stra-
tegic projects in their 
communities and be 
backed with a match-
ing grant from MEDC. 
Communities, non-
profits and other busi-
ness entities can apply 
at https://patronicity.
com/puremichigan.

“The Michigan 
Municipal League is a 
firm believer in build-
ing community wealth 
in ways that build on 
existing assets and en-
hance the human ex-

perience for everyone,” 
said MML CEO and 
Executive Director Dan 
Gilmartin. “Expanding 
the Border-to-Bor-
der Trail to downtown 
Chelsea is community 
wealth building in ac-
tion. With the public’s 
support, this project 
will improve the hu-
man experience for 
all for years to come. 
That is what commu-
nity wealth building is 
about.”

The Public Spaces 
Community Places ini-
tiative started in 2014 
with MEDC providing 
matched funding of 
up to $50,000 for com-
munity improvement 
projects throughout 
Michigan. As of June 
30, 2021, MEDC has 
provided more than 
$8.6 million in match-
ing grants. Since the 
launch of the program, 
280 projects have been 
successful in reaching 
their goal, with $10.1 
million raised from 
48,922 individual do-
nors.

About HWPI
HWPI is the 

501(c)3 nonprofit or-
ganization that is re-
sponsible for private 
fundraising, commu-

nity engagement, and 
ongoing support along 
the B2B Trail. HWPI 
works to facilitate 
the development of 
non-motorized recre-
ational pathways and 
help connect the Bor-
der to Border Trail to 
Michigan’s expanding 
network of trails to 
build healthy, active, 
and connect commu-
nities.  

For more infor-
mation about the B2B 
Trail or HWPI, please 
visit the B2B Trail web-
site at b2btrail.org 

Contact 
Information
Jeff Hardcastle, 
HWPI Board Chair – 
(734).604.011, jdh@
hardwoodsolutions.
com
Susan Faulkner, HWPI 
Executive Director 
– (734).730.5880, 
susanfaulkner@
b2btrail.org
Mackenzie 
Wisniewski, HWPI 
Assistant Director 
- (808).430/2953, 
mackenzie@b2btrail.
org
Kathleen 
Achtenberg, MEDC 
- (517).489.0557, 
achtenbergk@
michigan.org

great service.   There 
will be no investiga-
tion into the spec-
ulation and rumor 
mongering  because 
nobody in the city is 
complaining.    Just to 
be clear, because this 
is a newspaper, there 
is no truth to Paul 
intimidating anyone. 
Service within city 
limits has been  much 
better than in town-
ships and residents 
are grateful. 

The next topic on 
the agenda was redis-
tricting.  The redis-
tricting commission  
is struggling to re-
draw  district bound-

Dexter Forum Returns to the 
Wellness Center

aries because the pan-
demic greatly delayed 
census information.  
The courts decided 
to continue with the 
deadline  and push to 
get it done on time. 

Lori Kintz  from 
5 Healthy Towns 
stopped by to explain  
a newly launched pro-
gram, onebigconnec-
tion.org.  It sounds 
like it will function 
like a community 
bulletin board.  Be 
sure to add your 
events and utilize the 
service. 

Mara Greatorex, 
interim school board 
President, discussed  
filling the two vacant 

seats on the school 
board.  It sounds like 
the new board mem-
bers will be sworn in 
on July 26th, at which 
time positions will 
officially be filled for 
president, VP, trea-
surer and secretary.  
Given the lack of ex-
perience on the board  
Mara and Dick Lundy  
holding the most ten-
ure, and Dick having 
expressed zero de-
sire to be president, 
the forum speculated 
Mara moving from 
interim to  President 
soon.  The interest-
ing and confusing 
way school funding 
works was discussed.  

The district runs on 
no funds for the first 
three months.  But, 
thankfully Dexter has 
always done very well 
at budgeting, even 
when having to guess 
as to the final num-
bers the state will pro-
vide. Mara discussed  
the summer camp 
currently running at 
Dexter as an attempt 
to give kids who have 
lacked social interac-
tion,  during Covid 
the opportunity to in-
teract, learn and en-
joy the summer. She 
explained that for the 
older kids there is an 
opportunity for cred-
it recovery, which is 

the nicer way to say 
summer school, for 
those that may have 
struggled with vir-
tual learning during 
Covid-19.   The cur-
rent plan for Dexter is 
to return to full time 
face to face in the Fall 
as long as things con-
tinue on the current 
trajectory. 

We learned from  
a road commission-
er the reason Wayne 
County seems to be 
having such a prob-
lem with flooding 
while Washtenaw is 
not is because in true 
Michigan fashion, 
we have been lack-
adaisical at caring 

for our infrastruc-
ture.   Washtenaw 
just doesn’t have the 
pumps that Wayne 
county does.  The 
one on 23 near Milan 
failed about  4 years 
ago and will likely 
be forgotten until it 
needs to be replaced.  
For the time being 
Washtenaw county is 
safe because we don’t 
have that type of in-
frastructure. 

  Because there are 
5 Saturdays in July the 
next meeting of the 
forum will take place 
August 7 at 8:30am at 
the Dexter Wellness 
Center. 
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734

July 23, 2021    

Our Dread Strong 
Summer programming 
is in full swing and it is 
great seeing so many 
kids on our campus ev-
ery day learning, en-
gaged in activities they 
enjoy, and just being 
kids. Every year as July 
begins to wind down, we 
begin to share updates 
on the work DCS staff 
is completing this sum-
mer.  Like every summer, 
we’re actively interview-
ing for open positions.   
If you (or anyone you 
know) has an interest in 
working at DCS, please 
visit our website for job 
postings.

Changes for the fall:
New administra-

tive position created:   
Over the last several 
years, DCS has created 
new learning options 
and we are continuing 
to expand educational 
opportunities for all stu-
dents. While many dis-
tricts focused on merely 
surviving the pandemic 
school year, DCS con-
tinued to push forward 
with reviewing, revising, 
improving, and creat-
ing improved learning 
opportunities for our 
kids. Meanwhile, DCS 
spending on Business 
and Administration is 
in the 11th percentile 
of all school districts in 
the State of Michigan.   
In other words, 89% of 
all school districts in 
Michigan spend more 
on Administration than 
DCS.   While we strive 
to maximize efficiency 
and spend our funds on 
the classroom, there is 
a point where an orga-

Dexter Community 
Schools Update

nization becomes too 
lean. In order to support 
the continued growth of 
opportunities to our stu-
dents, DCS is splitting a 
current administrative 
position into two sep-
arate roles that will be 
filled by two current ad-
ministrators.  

• Executive Direc-
tor of Instruction and 
Strategic Initiatives Mol-
lie Sharrar is now the 
DCS Executive Direc-
tor of Strategic Initia-
tives. Mollie’s leadership 
has been instrumental in 
the incredible education-
al programming we pro-
vide at DCS. In this new 
role, Mollie will continue 
leading the innovative 
work and programming 
we provide our students. 

• Beacon Elemen-
tary Principal  Ryan 
Bruder is now the DCS 
Executive Director 
of Instruction.  Ryan’s 
leadership and exper-
tise will be increasingly 
important as he works 
at a district-wide level 
on instruction. The in-
terview process to hire a 
new Beacon Elementary 
Principal is beginning 
this week with a timeline 
to have the new princi-
pal selected by the end 
of July. 

• Details on other 
DCS spending rank-
ings compared to Mich-
igan School Districts are 
available at the end of 
this letter for anyone in-
terested.

• Virtual Options 
for Fall:   We know that 
many families are inter-
ested in virtual options 
for the fall. DCS has of-

fered virtual options to 
families for many years 
and will continue to do 
so.   In early August, we 
will formally send out 
information for inter-
ested families. We know 
that some families are 
still undecided with 
their plans regarding 
the pandemic and we 
want to give the max-
imum amount of time 
to make informed long-
term decisions regarding 
this option to all families 
who may wish to contin-
ue remote learning.  

Masks and 
Covid-19 Precautions 
for Fall:    The CDC re-
cently released guide-
lines for schools for the 
2020-2021 school year. 
Yesterday, the American 
Association of Pediat-
rics released guidance 
and today we received 
one piece of legal guid-
ance. Like all school 
districts, DCS is current-
ly in the process of re-
viewing these guidelines 
while also working with 
the Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
(WCHD) regarding lo-
cal cases.   As a result 
of very low local case 
rates, DCS has been able 
to run our summer pro-
gramming (with the ex-
ception of child care and 
transportation) with-
out masks.    Our hope 
is that these low case 
rates continue into fall.   
At this time, DCS plans 
to continue reviewing 
case rates, WCHD guid-
ance, CDC guidance, 
and other expert guid-
ance regarding masks 
this fall.   School doesn’t 

start for 7 more weeks. 
If we’ve learned any-
thing throughout this 
pandemic, we know it 
is not responsible for an 
organization to create 
requirements months 
ahead of time on data 
and recommendations 
that will be two months 
old at the time of imple-
mentation. 

In summary, DCS 
is currently not requir-
ing masks (other than 
where required by law 
or licensing). However, 
with 7 weeks to go be-
fore school starts, we are 
not willing to announce 
that masks won’t be re-
quired or strongly rec-
ommended in the fall 
for all, none, or for some 
of our students and staff 
if there is a significant 
change in the case rates. 
Please be patient as we 
continue move closer to 
the school year.

Athletics and Stu-
dent Activities:    Fall 
school start up in the 
coming weeks.    All fall 
high school sports start 
on August 9th. Any high 
school students  inter-
ested in athletics should 
contact the program 
coaches for details on 
practice dates, locations, 
and times:

• Cross Coun-
try  (Boys)  Nate 
Lamb  lambn@dexter-
schools.org

• Cross Country 
(Girls) Seana Larson se-
ana.larson@gmail.com 

• Cheer  Amy 
Philage  dextercomp-
cheer@gmail.com

• Equestrian  Shan-
non Verbal  shanm21@
aol.com  

• Field Hockey  Keely 
Tamer  dreadstrongfh@
gmail.com

• Football  Phil Ja-
cobs  jacobsp@dexter-

schools.org
• Golf (Girls)  Greg 

Palkowski  gregp@day-
croft.org

• Soccer (Boys) Drew 
Ducker  drewducker@
gmail.com

• Swim & Dive 
(Girls) Cory Bergen ber-
genc@dexterschools.org

• Tennis (Boys)  Rob 
Smothers  robertsmoth-
ers982@gmail.com

• Volleyball  Paula 
Palmer  paula.palmer.
burns@gmail.com

Middle school sports 
begin after August 23rd.   
Information will be 
made available from Mill 
Creek Middle School in 
their back-to-school up-
dates.

Athletic physicals 
are required prior to par-
ticipation. The  form  is 
available on our web-
site. Physicals must be 
dated after April 15, 
2021.   Physicals can ei-
ther be dropped off at 
the DHS Athletic Office 
or scanned and emailed 
to  stollj@dexterschools.
org

Information re-
garding other activities 
like  Marching Band  is 
also available on our 
website. 

While it is still 
July and we don’t start 
school until September, 
we know that school is 
starting to be back on 
everyone’s mind.   We’re 
excited for the 2021-22 
school year and cannot 
wait to see all of our stu-
dents back in our build-

ings every day.   Please 
continue to look for 
updates in mid-August 
as we ramp up to start 
school on September 
7th.  

Thank you for your 
continued support, take 
care, and Go Dreads! 

Sincerely,
Christopher Tim-

mis, EdD
Superintendent
Here’s some other 

data that I referred to 
earlier in the letter:

For reference, below 
is the most recent data 
regarding DCS spending 
compared to all other 
school districts in Mich-
igan (by percentile):
Local Revenue Sourc-
es: 75th Percentile
State Revenue Sourc-
es: 47th Percentile
Federal Revenue Sourc-
es: 30th Percentile
All Revenue Sourc-
es: 85th Percentile

Spending:
Basic Programs: 79th 
Percentile
Added Needs: 57th 
Percentile
Total Instruction: 75th 
Percentile
Instructional Sala-
ries: 81st Percentile
Instructional Sup-
port: 93rd Percentile
Business and Adminis-
tration: 11th Percentile
Operations and Man-
agement: 46th Percentile
Total Support: 62nd 
Percentile
Operational Expendi-
tures: 80th Percentile



Page 5Dexter Guardian July 23, 2021    

 ➢ continued from  page 1
were a natural oc-
currence, like swamp 
gas, I would expect 
multiple swamp gas 
sightings.   It seems 
to have calmed after 
several sightings oc-
curred in the area.  
Logic tells me if it was 
a natural thing like 
swap gas, it would 
continue to happen 
regularly.    The chief 
of police and many 
community members 
felt the air force was 
white washing  them 
and the issue.    Al-
len Szymanski, a re-
tired Air Force Engi-
neer,  self published a 
book about the Dex-
ter sighting, in April 
of 2021.  The book is 
titled, “Alien Shades 
of Grey.”  Part of his 
investigation was 
finding two air force 
pilots  that chased 
the object after being 
called from Selfridge 
Air Force base in Ma-
comb County.  They 

Pentagon 
Stirs Revived 

Interest 
in Dexter 

Aliens/
Swamp Gas

used military control 
and on-board radar 
to locate it.    They 
made a visual sighting 
and it appeared on ra-
dar, so it was not a gas 
mirage.(https://www.
m l i v e . c o m / n e w s /
j a ck s on / 2 0 2 1 / 0 3 /
swamp-gas-or-ufo-
michigan-author-be-
lieves-aliens-f lew-
over-dexter-hillsdale-
in-1966.htm).

On June 25th, re-
newed interest in the 
Dexter swamp gas 
incident  started to 
become evident on 
social media.  The Of-
fice of The Director of 
National Intelligence  
released Preliminary 
Assessment: Uniden-
tified Aerial Phenom-
ena. (https://www.
dni.gov/files/ODNI/
documents/assess-
ments/Prelimary-As-
sessment-UAP-
20210625.pdf).  It 
does not state Frank 
Mannor, and all the 
police officers who 

saw evidence of 
Aliens.   However, 
it does not deny the 
existence , which the 
military and defense 
department has typ-
ically done.  It seems 
something could be 
gained by whipping 
up alien frenzy.  An-
other skeptic in the 
family brought up an 
equally plausible idea, 
“the military is testing 
weapons it wants to 
keep secret so chalk 
it up to potentially 
aliens.”   Regardless,  
I don’t believe people 
in Dexter, thrust into 
the national spotlight, 
had anything to gain 
but ridicule by pro-
viding eyewitness ac-
counts of what they 
saw.    I will remain 
a skeptic, but if we 
can create and utilize 
technology the way 
we have, I can’t rule 
out the possibility 
that other life can too.
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
WALKING CANES, LAWNS, 

GROCERIES AND PIZZA

So it’s Week 8 of 
my doctor-imposed, 
couch-ridden isola-
tion from the rest of 
the world.

Somebody please 
help me. I’m losing 
my mind sitting on 
my couch and us-
ing crutches to get 
around. My arm pits 
are scaly, red and 
chafed. My one good 
leg is turning into 
a bad leg since I’m 
using it so much to 
hobble around. And 
the walls and furni-
ture of my house are 
scuffed, chipped and 
gouged because of the 
numerous times I’ve 
smashed into them 
with my crutches. The 
innards of my house 
look like I’ve been 
engaged in an eight-
week nunchuck battle 
with Bruce Lee.

Eight weeks ago, 
I jumped off the roof 
of my shed and frac-
tured my tibia just be-

low the knee, partially 
tore my calf muscle, 
twisted my ankle, in-
jured my heel and 
somehow cracked a 
rib. Why would I do 
something like that? I 
don’t know. I’m a guy 
and forgot I’m not 25 
anymore, I guess.

Anyhow, ever 
since then I’ve been 
relegated to my couch 
per my doctor’s or-
ders. Though after 
four weeks of doing 
nothing but resting, 
icing, compressing 
and elevating my in-
jured leg, I couldn’t 
take the boredom and 
isolation anymore 
and decided, crutches 
and all, to go back to 
work in a limited ca-
pacity.

I must say, 
throughout this en-
tire ordeal, people 
have been amazing. 
I’ve received help for 
many different things 
from many different 
people.

From my work 
colleague driving 45 
minutes out of her 
way on a Tuesday 
to pick me up at my 
house and take me to 
urgent care the day 
after I injured my-
self. Then finish part 
of her job and come 
back later to pick me 
up from urgent care 

and take me home. 
She even brought a 
cane she had from 
her house to help me 
walk. And, to top it 
all off, she stopped at 
Culver’s on the way 
home so I could get 
a double butter burg-
er, fries and a choco-
late malt. Thank you, 
Lori.

My neighbor, Ted, 
has been cutting my 
lawn for the past eight 
weeks. I’m a little jeal-
ous — my lawn actu-
ally looks better since 
he’s been cutting it. I 
don’t know what his 
secret is, but a part 
of me kinda wants 
to remain injured so 
my lawn can contin-
ue looking so nice. 
I’m kidding — sort 
of. He’s a U-M fan 
and I’m an MSU guy. 
Who says Wolverines 
and Spartans can’t 
get along? Thanks, so 
much, Ted. I owe you.

To my immediate 
family, thank you. My 
goodness, I haven’t 
seen my family this 
much since we all 
lived together in the 
same house when we 
were younger. Almost 
every week someone 
from my family has 
visited to keep me 
company and bring 
groceries or some-
thing from fast food 

for me to munch on. 
Heck, my brother-in-
law trimmed some of 
my bushes out front 
of my house for me 
last week, while my 
6-foot-3, 245-pound 
nephew, a former 
Marine, brought me 
some history books 
to read (we both 
love the subject) and, 
along with my sister 
(his Mom), weeded 
part of my flower and 
shrub beds.

My signifi-
cant other has been 
wonderful, as well. 
Though living an 
hour and a half away 
(to be closer to her 
job) she’s making 
an effort to help out 
and nurture her “big 
dummy” of a man 
who doesn’t “have 
enough sense” to use 
a ladder to get down 
off a roof. She loves 
me so much...   Hi 
honey. Yes, I’ll “hurry 
up and heal.” Luding-
ton is still beautiful in 
August and Septem-
ber — I promise.

And finally, I 
couldn’t close this 
column without giv-
ing a shout out to my 
peeps at Cottage Inn 
in Chelsea. I’m sure 
all of you read my 
column every week. 
I hear there are ac-
tual bare-knuckle 

brawls (and these are 
just the young ladies 
who work there) to 
see who gets to read 
my column first each 
week. Anyhow, aside 
from my humble 
brag, thank you all so 
much for going the 
extra mile for me — 
your injured custom-
er.

I order Cottage 
Inn quite often, es-
pecially since I’ve 
been injured. I initial-
ly asked to have my 
pizza delivered to my 
front door, which has 
two bushes next to it. 
My back door is adja-
cent to my driveway 
and the door every 
pizza delivery person 
has knocked on in the 
14 years I’ve lived in 
my house. Because 
of my injury, and be-
cause my couch is 
closer, I asked to have 
my pizza delivered to 
my front door. To my 
happiness, my pizza 
was brought to my 
house and delivered 
to my front door.

That initial “front 
door” request was 
eight weeks ago. Now, 
ever since, every time 
I order from Cottage 
Inn, the person on 
the other end of the 
phone asks, “Do you 
want your pizza deliv-
ered to the back door 

or the front door with 
the bushes?” I always 
chuckle to myself and 
smile when I hear this 
question. “Only in a 
small town,” I say to 
myself. I love it.

Heck, Cottage Inn 
even went so far as 
to deliver a sub and 
a 2-liter of pop to me 
while I was at work at 
a property in Chelsea. 
It was past their “nor-
mal operating hours” 
but I explained my 
situation and how 
it would be difficult 
for me to get to their 
business to pick up 
my order. When the 
young lady delivered 
my sub and 2-liter 
of pop to the place 
where I was working, 
I thanked her pro-
fusely for going out 
of her way, especially 
since it was official-
ly past her working 
hours. She smiled and 
laughed and said, “It’s 
okay, I don’t mind. I 
heard you were the 
“crutches guy” and I 
remembered you. I 
hope you feel better.”

Only in a small 
town.

Thank you every-
one.

Eight weeks into 
my injury.

I feel better al-
ready...

https://dexterschools.ce.eleyo.com/
search?q=football&redirected_yet=
true&fbclid=IwAR0YkHr358lyCCw
wnEG2-LshnAvf0WqC9SyALajraZC
BHKZx2FUDFsqbgc4

SPORTS REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN

Dexter Youth Football 
League cheer, flag 

football, and tackle 
football registration is 

now open. Visit this link 
for more information on 
each program and online 

registration
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 ➢ continued from page 1
By: Terry Jacoby

In June 2020, 
Dexter’s Lucas Koone 
tore his ACL and me-
niscus and figured his 
high school sports 
career was over. But 
fast forward to spring 
of 2021 and the Dex-
ter senior was tee-
ing up his first shot 
at Detroit Golf Club 
as a member of the 
Dreadnaughts’ var-
sity golf team. What 
happened in between 
those two events not 
only helped Koone 
continue his athletic 

PROFILE: DEXTER SENIOR LUCAS KOONE 
SETS COURSE ON HELPING OTHERS

career but also helped 
tee up his future.

Koone helped 
Dexter reach the state 
finals in golf, but this 
story isn’t about ac-
complishments – it’s 
about the road to ac-
complishments and 
where that road can 
ultimately take you.

Koone had plenty 
of passengers along 
for this part of the 
ride and decided to 
stay in the car and 
help others who find 
themselves where he 
was sitting. He will 
attend Michigan State 

University this fall 
and study nursing. 

“I chose to go into 
the medical field so I 
could help others that 
were put into simi-
lar situations as me,” 
he says. “I want to be 
able to help people 
the same way I was 
helped.”

After Koone tore 
his ACL and menis-
cus, and after a num-
ber of doctor visits, 
Koone decided not 
to get surgery and try 
rehab. He wanted to 
play football his se-
nior year.     

“I had physical 
therapy for about 
three months and just 
made it back in time,” 
said Koone, who 
played wide receiver 
for the Dreadnaughts. 
“It was a very diffi-
cult time because all 
my friends and team-
mates were practicing 
and getting ready for 
the season while I was 
still in a brace hob-
bling around. It was 
a frustrating process 
but I was very fortu-
nate and was able to 
play this season.”

The Dexter varsi-
ty team had another 
strong season on the 
gridiron and again 
reached the state 
playoffs. Koone was 
part of a huge turn-
around for the Dexter 
football program, one 

that went from multi-
ple winless seasons to 
multiple trips to the 
postseason.

“It was amazing to 
be a part of the suc-
cess we had as a team 
these past few years,” 
he says.  “From being 
the laughing stock of 
the SEC to being at 
the top of it in just a 
couple years was awe-
some to see. It felt 
good to just prove 
people wrong. Every-
one who contributed 
to the team put in that 
effort and hard work 
in the summertime 
and the off season. 
So to get that playoff 
win felt absolutely 
amazing. It was a very 
surreal  experience, 
and I shared so many 
memories with my 
teammates this past 
year and wouldn’t 
trade it for anything.”

After football, 
Koone faced another 
athletic decision. 

“Although I was 
able to play football, 
I had to make yet 
another decision on 
whether or not to play 
basketball,” he said. 
“I ultimately decid-
ed that I didn’t want 
to further the injury 
playing basketball but 
I still wanted to be in-
volved.”

Coach Rushton 
asked Koone if he 
would be interested 
in being a team man-
ager.

“I couldn’t say no,” 
he said. “It hurt to not 
be able to play but I 
was as close as you 
could get and look-
ing back on it now 
I’m super happy with 
the decision I made. I 
made so many mem-
ories with that team 
and wouldn’t trade it 

for anything.” 
With his high 

school career down 
to months left on the 
calendar, Koone de-
cided to give golf a 
try. It was his senior 
year and the Dread-
naughts had a strong 
lineup at the first tee. 
He had never played 
in a competitive 
tournament before 
earning a spot on the 
varsity golf team this 
past spring.      

“Tournament golf 
is far different than 
playing with friends 
on the weekend,” 
he says. “Every shot 
counts, all rules apply 
and there are no gim-
mies.”

Koone slowly 
moved from competi-
tor to reliable contrib-
utor on a team with 
big goals. He finished 
13th at the SEC White 
Conference Champi-
onship and then was 
part of the team that 
helped clinch a spot at 
the state tournament 
by a single stroke. 

He shot a 185 (93-
92) at states.

But let’s head back 
to the first tee and 
talk some golf. 

Lucas, 18, the son 
of Todd and Jennifer 
Koone, says he always 
loved playing golf 
with his buddies and 
father growing up but 
never found the time 
to play competitive 
golf until his senior 
year. 

“I love to compete 
and golf was another 
way I could do that,” 
he says. “I love that 
you can play it your 
whole life and you can 
play it with anyone. I 
was fortunate to play 
with some of my clos-
est friends. And no 

matter the day, I was 
always smiling on the 
course. How could I 
be mad playing golf 
every day?” 

His first ever high 
school golf event was 
at the challenging De-
troit Golf Club. 

“I’m not going to 
lie, I was very ner-
vous throughout the 
match,” he says. “It 
was nothing like play-
ing for fun with your 
friends. I really had 
to think about ev-
ery shot and where I 
wanted to put it. My 
brain was fried from 
thinking about every 
shot so closely after 
those 18 holes. After 
I got that first tourna-
ment out of the way, it 
was all about relaxing 
and just playing my 
game.”

Reaching the state 
finals was a great ac-
complishment for the 
senior-dominated 
Dreadnaughts.  

“I’m really proud 
of how we did as a 
team this year,” he 
said. “We spent just 
about every day hit-
ting the range and 
then playing nine. I’m 
really glad I could be 
a part of all the suc-
cess we had on the 
course.

“Playing in the 
state finals was the 
most nervous I’ve 
ever been playing 
golf. The atmosphere 
was just different. So 
many people were 
there and although 
they were not watch-
ing me, it felt like ev-
eryone was watching. 
It was very cool to be 
a part of that expe-
rience and I’m glad 
I got to share it with 
my friends.”
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From Shop Dexter
A summer tra-

dition in Dexter for 
the last 41 years has 
been to head on out 
to Ruhlig's Coun-

RUHLIG'S COUNTRY MARKET OPENS ON FRIDAY JULY 23

Photos Courtesy of Shop Dexter
try Market on Island 
Lake Rd. for fresh 
fruits & vegetables 
and the best sweet 
corn around. Ruhlig's 
is a great small fami-

ly farm known for its 
fresh-picked sweet 
corn harvested daily 
in season. They have 
watermelon, canta-
loupe, tomatoes, cu-

From: Dan Kotman
U.S. Represen-

tative Tim Walberg 
(MI-07) introduced 
the  Association 
Health Plans Act of 
2021  (H.R. 4547), 
legislation to expand 
health care options 
and lower costs for 
small businesses 
through association 
health plans (AHPs). 
Walberg was joined 
by Rep. Michael C. 
Burgess, M.D. (TX-
26); Rick Allen (GA-
12), Republican 
Leader of the House 
Subcommittee on 
Health, Employment, 
Labor, and Pensions; 
and Rep. Virginia 
Foxx (NC-05), Re-
publican Leader of 
the Committee on 
Education and La-
bor, in introducing 
the legislation.

Upon introduc-
tion, Rep. Tim Wal-
berg said:

“The high cost of 
health care remains 
a struggle for small 
businesses, many of 

Walberg Introduces Legislation to Expand 
Health Care Options for Small Businesses

whom are still fac-
ing pandemic-related 
hardship. Associa-
tion health plans are 
a commonsense solu-
tion that empower 
small employers and 
their employees when 
making health cov-
erage decisions. By 
providing small busi-
nesses with greater 
bargaining power, it 
allows them to offer 
more quality options 
for workers at a better 
price. Our bill would 
expand pathways 
to more affordable 
health care for fami-
lies in Michigan and 
across the country.”

Rep. Michael C. 
Burgess, M.D. said:

“Americans val-
ue the freedom of 
individualism and 
want the same when 
choosing a health in-
surance plan. Asso-
ciation health plans 
expand the opportu-
nity for Americans to 
choose insurance that 
meets their needs, 
and for employers to 

provide quality insur-
ance to their employ-
ees. Having owned 
my own practice, I 
understand the value 
of these plans, which 
allow employers to 
partner together to 
offer quality coverage 
that can be more af-
fordable. These health 
plans are a step to-
ward expanding our 
options and restoring 
our personal liberty 
in our health care sys-
tem. I urge Congress 
to pass this legislation 
to make health care 
flexibility the law of 
the land.”

Rep. Rick Allen 
said:

“As a small busi-
nessman, I under-
stand how much 
employers want to 
provide quality health 
coverage for their 
employees, and Asso-
ciation Health Plans 
provide that oppor-
tunity for small busi-
ness owners. I thank 
Rep. Walberg for in-
troducing this bill 

and I look forward to 
continuing efforts to 
modernize America’s 
health care for em-
ployers of all sizes.”

Rep. Virginia 
Foxx said:

“As Americans 
recover from the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic, and businesses 

claw their way back 
from an economic 
recession, now is the 
time for Congress to 
cut regulatory red 
tape and allow small 
business owners to 
band together to of-
fer affordable, com-
prehensive health 
coverage through as-

sociation plans. I am 
proud to support this 
commonsense bill 
which removes barri-
ers to health coverage 
and allows millions 
of workers and job 
creators to have the 
freedom to choose a 
health care plan that 
works for them.”

cumbers and plenty 
of other vegetables. 
Nancy and the crew 
are hard at work get-
ting ready for this 
Friday's 10am open-

ing. Start your week-
end end off right with 
some of the best fruits 
& vegetables around. 
Hours this year will 
be: Friday, Saturday & 

Sunday 10am - 6pm. 
Visit their Facebook 
page at https://www.
facebook.com/ruh-
ligsmarket/.

Ask Tracy
YOUR REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS

Thinking of Purchasing Vacant 
Land for New Construction?

Dear Tracy,
Now that the price 

of building materials is 
coming down, we are 
seriously considering 
new construction. A lot 
with acreage would be 
ideal as living in a sub-
division with rules isn’t 
for us. We found a large 
lot in Washtenaw Coun-
ty and wonder what 
are the most important 
questions to ask before 
we put in our offer?

Gina B.

Dear Gina,
Prior to purchas-

ing vacant land, it is 

important to do your 
“Due Diligence”.  This 
means that you will 
do research to confirm 
that you are able to 
build on and improve 
the property per your 
specifications.  

First you need to 
walk the property and 
drive around the area. 
Is everything accept-
able? Does the land 
appear to be suitable 
for building?  Is there 
a level area for a foun-
dation?  If you found a 
parcel that seems to be 
priced very well, it is 
especially important to 

find out why.  If it has 
low lying wet areas and 
cattails, that might be 
an indicator that there 
will be some challenges 
for building on this site.

Once you deter-
mine that a property 
will be a good fit for 
you, it is time to put in 
an offer with contin-
gencies so you can lock 
the property up during 
your due diligence pe-
riod.  If you wait to put 
in an offer, it could be 
sold to someone else in 
the meantime.

Confirm the mu-
nicipality. For exam-

ple, the property might 
have a Dexter mailing 
address but be located 
in one of the townships 
such as Scio, Lodi, Web-
ster, or Dexter. Once 
you have confirmed the 
municipality, contact 
the Zoning and Build-
ing Departments to 
discuss your plans and 
if they will be approved.

Other important 
items to research:

What are the taxes?
Is there an existing 

survey?
Are there any ease-

ments or encroach-
ments on the property?

Are there any 
Building and Deed Re-
strictions?

Is there a driveway 
permit?

Is the property in 
the vicinity of a farm or 
shooting range?

What was the pri-
or use of the property? 
Does the lot have access 
to Electricity and Natu-
ral Gas?

Does the lot have 
access to municipal wa-
ter and sewer?  What 
are the tap-in fees?

If no municipal 
water and sewer lines 
exist, the property will 
need a well for water 
and a septic system for 
onsite waste disposal. If 
there is an existing Soil 
Evaluation (also known 
as Perk Test) you will 
need to review this. If 
not, you will need to 
have a soil evaluation 
performed prior to 
completing the pur-
chase.

Have you select-
ed your builder yet?  If 
so, they will work with 
you during this period 

to determine if the va-
cant land is a good fit. 
Once you have com-
pleted your research 
and signed off on all the 
contingencies, it is time 
to close. 

When purchasing 
vacant property, it is 
important to work with 
an experienced realtor 
who is familiar with 
vacant land purchas-
es.  This will ensure a 
smooth transaction 
with no surprises after 
closing.

The information 
provided in this arti-
cle does not, and is not 
intended to, constitute 
legal advice; instead, all 
information and con-
tent are for general in-
formational purposes 
only.  

Tracy Rose is an 
Associate Broker with 
over 30 years of resi-
dential and commercial 
Real Estate experience.  
Do you have a ques-
tion about Real Estate?  
Send it to Tracy at ask@
tracyrose.net.
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