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8:30 am July 4th 
was the start of the 
stump season at the 
Dexter Forum.  Patri-
otic by nature, stump 
season is when candi-
dates take five minutes 
on the stump, or now, 
the virtual stump, to 
explain their platform, 
experience, and why 
people should vote for 
them in the upcoming 
election.   We heard 
from Nick Roumel and 
Tracey Van Den Bergh, 
both running for Cir-
cuit Court judge.  The 
third candidate, Amy 
Reiser, will appear on 
the stump on July 18th.  
We also heard from 
Arianne Slay, who is 
running for Prosecut-

It’s Stump Season 
At the Dexter 

Forum
ing Attorney.  July 18th 
Hugo Mack is sched-
uled to appear.  Once 
a candidate has their 
time on the stump, 
attendees are provid-
ed the opportunity to 
ask questions.  This 
is a great opportunity 
for voters to educate 
themselves and make a 
better-informed deci-
sion.  I encourage vot-
ers to join the Forum 
and learn more about 
the candidates during 
the stump season.  If 
you’re a candidate, I 
encourage you to sign 
up for your time on the 
stump.  

We learned that 
the Encore Theater is 
going to be scheduling 
some outdoor concerts 
behind their Broad 
Street property.  With 

so many cancelations 
of events this summer, 
it will be nice for resi-
dents to have some live 
entertainment to enjoy 
while staying safe and 
being outdoors.  

John Scharff 
warned everyone who 
signed up to vote ab-
sentee this election to 
not vote on both sides 
Republican and Dem-
ocrat.  In the primary, 
you must pick a party 
and vote for that party 
only.  Otherwise, the 
machine will reject the 
ballot and your vote 
will not count.  When 
you vote in person, you 
have the opportunity 
to get a new ballot, but 
voting by mail, you will 
not have that chance.  

Carlyle Burke dis-

This week, I had 
the pleasure of inter-
viewing the incumbent 
sheriff of Washtenaw 
County, Jerry Clay-
ton. Sheriff Clayton 
was first elected to the 
position in 2008 and 
was re-elected in 2012.   
Prior to his election, 
he served twenty years 

Interview with Jerry Clayton: 
Incumbent for Washtenaw 

County Sheriff

Jerry Clayton
Photos Courtesy of Jerry Clayton

with the sheriff ’s office 
before retiring in 2006.  

I started with my 
usual question, why he 
decided to run again.  
“I have a good under-
standing of the impact 
on the community be-
yond enforcement.  The 
sheriff ’s office can help 
build a strong commu-
nity. I’m challenging 
the status quo.  Twelve 
years ago I hired a so-
cial worker to challenge 
the thought process.”  
Through three terms he 
impacted change with-
in the organizational 
culture.  He kept look-
ing at police services, 
to areas contracted out, 
like Dexter.  There was 
contention and fight-
ing.  He worked to 

put the architecture in 
place, but it ran the risk 
of collapsing under its 
own weight.  Areas like 
Dexter could not af-
ford the expense of the 
services and the office 
could not afford not 
to charge more.  Sher-
iff Clayton and several 
others sat down and 
discussed the issue.  It 
was through these dis-
cussions that the idea 
of a mental health pub-
lic safety millage be-
came a way to address 
the issue.  Sheriff Clay-
ton proudly states, “it’s 
the only one like it in 
Michigan.”  It’s secured 
funding for the next 
five years.  He also dis-
cussed deflection and 
diversion programs to 
address root cause is-
sues resulting in crime.  
Despite our best ef-
forts, some people will 
end up in jail.  Sheriff 
Clayton discussed the 
importance of a plan to 
reenter society success-
fully.  A former inmate 
who does not recidivate 
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Mad Science 
Camps:

One-day, in-per-
son Science of Slime 
Camp on July 17, Eu-
reka Camp online July 
20-24 and an in-per-
son NASA themed 
camp August 10-14. 
To enroll and for more 
information and on-
line registration  visit 
https://dexterschools.
ce.eleyo.com/course/8/
summer-2020/mad-
science-camps.  Will 
comply with all current 
State mandates and 
guidelines.

Dexter Community 
Education Camp 

Updates
Youth Soccer 

Camp:
Camp is happening 

July 20-23! The camp, 
led by Michigan Thun-
der Director of Acade-
my, Sean Myint, offers 
a program for ages 3-5 
from 9-9:45a and one 
for ages 5 to 10 from 
10:00-11:00a. We will 
comply with current 
State Mandates and 
MHSAA policies and 
guidelines for camps. 

Bricks 4 Kidz 
Camps:

The first of two 
in-person Bricks 4 Kidz 

camps will be offered 
July 20-24, including 
full day and half day 
AM or PM options and 
with another in-person 
camp offered August 
3-7.  Will adapt the 
camps to comply with 
current State man-
dates and guidelines. 
For more information 
on safety protocols, 
themes and online reg-
istration visit https://
dexterschools.ce.eleyo.
com/course/12/sum-
mer-2020/bricks-4-
kidz-camp. 

cussed the Dexter His-
torical Society.  While 
many events are not 
happening this year, 
The Dexter museum 
is open.  Every Friday 
and Saturday from 
1-3 pm ten visitors at 
a time wearing masks 
and practicing social 
distancing will be able 
to visit.  The public is 
not permitted to use re-
search materials during 
the virus.  Carlye also 
detailed an issue the 

It’s Stump Season At 
the Dexter Forum

Historical Society 
needs to address.  The 
old church in which 
the historical society 
is housed has a bat in-
festation in the belfry.  
The cost to address the 
problem is ten thou-
sand dollars.  The His-
torical Society received 
a five thousand dollar 
matching donation and 
will be looking to meet 
that donation through 
your help soon.  

Elise Bruderly an-
nounced that she is 

running for one of 
three available seats 
on the Dexter Board of 
Education.  

The next meeting of 
the Dexter Forum will 
take place on July 18th 
at 8:30 am via zoom.  
If you’d like to attend, 
contact John Hansen at 
RepHansen@aol.com.  
It is the stump season 
and a wonderful op-
portunity for voters to 
learn more about can-
didates. 

Interview with Jerry Clayton: Incumbent 
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is a success.  He states 
that he still has vision 
and commitment. De-
flection, diversion, and 
reentry are his primary 
focuses at this point.  

I asked him how 
COVID-19 had 
changed his campaign.  
He stated that it’s just 
not in person.  He said 
during his first cam-
paign he had no name 
recognition so he went 
door to door. Now that 
he’s been in office, his 
job is to articulate the 
value-added with him 
in the position.  Now 
that he’s been in office, 
it’s easier because he 
has proof.  It’s a less per-
sonal campaign during 
COVID-19 but he has a 
twelve-year record.   If 
he has met expectations 
in these twelve years 
and accomplished what 
he was hired to accom-
plish, which he believes 
he has, people will vote 
for him.  

My final question 
is something that is on 
the nation’s mind.  I 
asked Sheriff Clayton 
how he plans to address 
distrust in the police. 
You can’t really address 
it once stuff has gone 
wrong.  Sheriff Clay-
ton spoke of his twen-
ty years of experience 

while working as a sher-
iff in Washtenaw Coun-
ty.  He stated, for twen-
ty years he worked with 
Lamberth consulting.  
John Lamberth, CEO 
of Lamberth consult-
ing,  developed a way 
to analyze bias in traf-
fic stops.  Sheriff Clay-
ton worked with him 
for twenty years. Sher-
iff Clayton worked on 
training police he de-
signed and developed 
a process for training 
departments that need-
ed help. He also stated, 
“I’ve been a black man 
for 55 years.  I have my 
own stories.  I live that 
experience going all 
across the country.  It 
shapes my view.  That’s 
why I brought  Derrick 
in” (assuming he means 
Derrick Jackson, Direc-
tor of community en-
gagement.)  He discuss-
es his outreach team. 
And how they hire 
people with a different 
perspective.  He tells 
me about hiring an in-
mate that did 43 years.  
Invest in the communi-
ty.  Sheriff Clayton dis-
cussed a group he has 
helped create.  S.U.R.E. 
which stands for Sis-
ters United Resilient 
and Empowered.  It 
is a trauma-informed 
group for women who 

have children in the 
juvenile  corrections 
system.  The goal of 
the group is to treat 
the mother’s trauma as 
a way to prevent youth 
violence.  Help moth-
ers heal so they can be 
better mothers. Sheriff 
Clayton ends the dis-
cussion by saying sim-
ply, “put your money 
where your mouth is.” 

He closed by stat-
ing that the relation-
ship between the police 
and the community is 
always going to take 
work.  In any relation-
ship, it takes love and 
trust to be okay and to 
get resolution. He add-
ed that he’s also worked 
with the justice depart-
ment.  He explained 
that he’s worked with 
teams to help depart-
ments address uncon-
stitutional practices. 
He’s also worked with 
jails to improve con-
stitutional practices.  It 
sounds like Jerry Clay-
ton has both job and 
life experience to ad-
dress distrust for the 
police within the com-
munity.  He also has a 
plan for the future and 
proof in his ability to 
execute a plan with his 
twelve years of experi-
ence as the sheriff.



Page 3Dexter Guardian July 10, 2020    



Page 4Dexter Guardian

 continued on page 7

Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734

July 10, 2020    

As  Dexter  Lit-
tle League returns to the 
field,  we are continuing 
to monitor and imple-
ment the  guidelines set 
forth by  U.S.  Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC),  Lit-
tle League International 
and Dexter Community 
Schools.

The guidelines  be-
low  will help  to pro-
vide a safe place to 
play  and continue 
to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19.  Dexter  Lit-
tle League will continue 
to update these  guide-
lines  as information 
is further developed 
around COVID-19 mit-
igation. 

All  Dexter  Little 
League  board mem-
bers, managers, coaches, 
umpires, league officials, 
and families are strong-
ly encouraged to review 
these guidelines. 

Self-monitoring  & 
Health Screening

Any  player, coach, 
umpire or family mem-
bers exhibiting cough 
or fever, or any known 
exposure to a person 
with COVID-19  are 
prohibited from  attend-
ing  any  Dexter  Little 
League activity until 
cleared by a medical pro-

Dexter Little 
League Update

fessional.
Any individual, in-

cluding players, at risk 
for severe illness or 
with serious underly-
ing medical  or respira-
tory condition should 
only attend Dexter Little 
League activities with 
permission from a medi-
cal professional.

All players, family 
members, spectators, 
coaches and umpires are 
expected to complete the 
following illnessscreen-
ing prior to attending any 
DLL practice or game. 
Parents are expected to 
complete the screening 
of their child(ren).

Illness screening:
Does your child 

have a fever above 100.3? 
Does your child have:

• new or worsening 
cough

• shortness of breath
• diarrhea 
• sore throat
  Have you or your 

child had close contact 
with someone that has 
been COVID positive or 
suspected of COVID in 
the past 14 days?

A positive screen-
ing (answering yes 
to any of the illness 
screening questions) is 
an automatic DO NOT 
ATTEND.

Any child that 
misses a game or prac-
tice due to a positive 
screening should notify 
their coach as soon as 
possible. The coach will 
then notify  Amy Ted-

dy (Safety Director)  for 
possible  consulta-
tion with the Washtenaw 
County Health Depart-
ment.   

Social Distancing
All players, coaches, 

volunteers, umpires, and 
spectators should prac-
tice social distancing of 
six feet, wherever pos-
sible,  from individuals 
not residing within their 
household, especially in 
common areas. 

Coaches may mod-
ify practices so players 
work on individual skills, 
rather than on competi-
tion. Coaches may also 
put players into small 
groups (cohorts) that re-
main together and work 
through stations, rather 
than switching groups or 
mixing groups.

Managers/coach-
es and players  may  be 
assigned spots in the 
dugout or on the bleach-
ers so that they are at 
least six feet apart and 
must be placed behind a 
fence. Players are to stay 
at their assigned spots 
when on the bench or 
while waiting their turn 
to bat.

Players and coach-
es  will  take measures to 
prevent all but the es-
sential contact necessary 
to play the game. This 
should include refrain-
ing from handshakes, 
high fives, fist/elbow 
bumps, chest bumps, 
group celebrations, team 

By: Michelle Elie, Re-
altor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@
gmail.com

Several things are 
h ap p e n i n g … . . s o m e 
normalcy is taking place 
in our lives as business-
es are opening back up, 
people are leaving their 
homes more frequently, 
the dog days of sum-
mer are here, and the 
Real Estate market has 
returned to being red 
hot.  Homes listed at fair 
market value are selling 
quickly, many with mul-
tiple offers and above 
list, leaving buyers frus-
trated.

Considering what 
we’ve been through the 
past several months, I’m 
sure you’ll agree, the fig-
ures below are impres-
sive.

Of the 57 homes 
listed in June, 29 are 
under contract (have 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of homes sold 
Average sale price

Here’s the 2020 June Dexter Real Estate recap;

Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of homes sold 
Average sale price

June Summary

accepted offers) or 
sold.  As I write this, 
there are 88 homes 
available for sale in 
Dexter ranging in price 
from 224K up to 1.5M, 
so a little something 
for everyone.

For buyers, interest 
rates are at historic lows 
(spoke with a lender 
yesterday that locked 
a 30 year mortgage 
at 2.85%).  Obviously 
the lower the interest 
rate, the lower your 

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors MLS

payment which will al-
low you to bump your 
purchase price up a bit.  
Lenders have many 
buyer incentives right 
now – get out there 
and take advantage of 
them.   Remember, the 
real estate sales year 
parallels the school cal-
endar, and many times 
July sales slump a bit 
as many people are on 
vacations.  It’s always a 
good time to jump into 
the real estate market.

2020
57

442,512 
29 

382,104

2019
52

447,973 
24

421,867
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
LAUNDROMATS, RESTAURANT BOOTHS, 

EMPTY TABLES AND DEFYING LOGIC

Dear Tracy,
I’ve already moved 

out of my house and 
just finished having it 
cleaned and painted. 
I’ve been advised to 
have the house staged 
but don’t want to spend 
any more money.  What 
should I do?

Brenda S.

Dear Brenda,
Home staging is a 

marketing tactic to dra-
matically enhance the 
appearance of a home 
for photos and in-per-
son showings. This is 

Staging a House, is it really 
worth the money?

achieved by adding the 
most up-to-date fur-
niture, wall décor, ac-
cessories, and painting 
when necessary. Staging 
can transform an aver-
age home from ho-hum 
to spectacular! I recom-
mend this to many cli-
ents because when stag-
ing is done correctly, it 
can pay for itself many 
times over and reduce 
the time-on-market.

- 67% of top agents 
say that home staging 
helps a seller fetch more 
money  for their house 
at resale. 

- Over 50% say 

that staging increases a 
home’s value from any-
where between 1%-
10%. 

- Another  25% 
believe that staging 
doesn’t increase a prop-
erty’s sale price, but 
helps attract buyers to 
the    home and secure 
an offer. The more buy-
ers you have bidding on 
your house, the more 
leverage you have as a 
seller. 

- 92% of top agents 
find home staging to be 
beneficial  toward sell-
ing the property in gen-
eral.

Helpful Home Stag-
ing Statistics From Our 
Survey of 900 Top Real 
Estate Agents by  Ca-
trina Sun-Tan - June 28, 
2019

Vacant homes, like 
yours, that are clean and 
painted can look nice to 
buyers but staging will 
make the home look 
much more appealing 
and help potential buy-
ers envision themselves 
living in the home. 

Occupied homes 
can also be staged with 
the help of a profession-
al stager.  The stager 
will come in for a con-
sultation and will often 
instruct the occupant to 
re-arrange furniture, re-
move items, and advise 
on paint color selection 
if needed. The stager 
may suggest bringing in 
items from their inven-
tory such as wall décor 
and accessories to give 
the home a more fin-
ished and upscale feel.

Here is an example 

of a home that had old-
er, outdated décor.  I ar-
ranged to have it paint-
ed in a light tone, the 
carpeting was removed 
to expose wood floors, 
and then staging was 
done in most rooms.

Prior to staging, 
there was very low in-
terest in this home.  Af-
ter staging I increased 
the price and the result 
was immediate show-
ings and multiple offers 
above asking price.

Think of staging as 
a small investment that 
can yield significant re-
turns, but be sure to do 
your research first. Rep-

utable stagers will have 
references and a website 
that will display many 
examples of their work.

All indicators point 
to a robust real estate 
market this year.  I en-
courage anyone plan-
ning to buy or sell a 
property to first consult 
with a local Realtor who 
knows the local market.  
Your Realtor will listen 
to your goals and guide 
you expertly through 
the process of buying or 
selling a home.

Do you have a ques-
tion about Real Estate?  
Send it to Tracy at ask@
tracyrose.net.

I'm so tired of mo-
ments that defy logic. 

It's an ailment that 
only seems to affect a 
select few of the popu-
lace. Sadly, I've had this 
affliction for as long as 
I can remember. 

Let me further ex-
plain. 

A few years ago I 
was attending a com-
munity festival with 
a friend of mine. We 
decided to stop and 
get something to eat. 
The festival had a pic-
nic-type area with 30 
to 40 or so long tables, 
row after row, under-
neath a massive cir-

cus-like big top tent. 
My friend and I were 
one of maybe 20 or so 
people taking a seat 
and stopping for some-
thing to eat at that mo-
ment. Everyone else 
was out from under-
neath the tent enjoying 
the arts and crafts and 
rides, etc. of the festi-
val. 

With so few peo-
ple eating and stop-
ping to sit down, my 
friend and I had our 
pick of where to park 
our rear ends among 
all the large, sprawl-
ing empty tables. We 
had timed it perfectly 

-- or so we thought. 
We decided on a spot 
away from everyone 
else at the end of one 
of the long, empty, 
white table-clothed ta-
bles. Everyone in the 
area was spread out, 
enjoying their meals 
and giving each other 
much-needed space 
and breathing room 
away from the mad-
dening crowds outside 
the food area. 

My friend and I 
sat next to each other, 
shoulder to shoulder 
at the end of the table. 
Suddenly, she got up 
from her chair laugh-
ing, saying she had 
forgotten to get herself 
something to drink. So 
she went back to the 
serving line and wait-
ed to pay for her drink. 
In the meantime, I sat 
alone at the end of a 
long, double-the-con-
ference-room-sized 
table enjoying my 
hamburger and fries. 
I could have thrown a 

ball and had a difficult 
time hitting someone, 
my friend and I were 
that isolated from ev-
eryone else -- which 
was by design. 

This is where the 
defying of logic comes 
into play and a mo-
ment that is all too 
familiar to someone 
like me who is afflicted 
with "DOL" (defying of 
logic) ailment. While 
looking down and tak-
ing a bite of my burger, 
I unexpectedly heard 

the chair across from 
me move. I glanced up 
thinking it would be 
my friend deciding to 
sit across from me. Of 
course that wasn't the 
case. Instead, plopping 
themselves down di-
rectly across from me 
was a complete strang-
er. With easily five 
hundred other chairs 
and innumerable emp-
ty tables to chose from, 
this individual decided 
to sit directly across 
from me. 

It defied logic.
Years later, it still 

defies logic.
She was an older 

woman. Maybe she was 
lost? Maybe she was 
lonely? I don't know. 
So, while waiting for 
my friend to return, 
this stranger and I sat 
there staring at each 
other underneath a gi-
gantic, basically emp-
ty food tent area with 
20 or so completely 
empty tables scattered 
throughout the venue. 

Why? 
When my friend 

returned, she gave me a 
puzzled, "Who the heck 
is this person?" look. I 
silently shrugged my 
shoulders. The lady 
ate her bag of chips 
as if my friend and I 
weren't even sitting 
across from her. She 
never said a word. My 
friend and I finished 
our meals quicker than 
I'm sure either of us 
wanted -- we needed 
the break. We talked 
quietly in front of this 
stranger, trying not to 
acknowledge the awk-
wardness of the situ-
ation or the infringe-
ment of our personal 
space. 

We scarfed down 
our meals, got up, 
threw out our trash 
and left the food tent 
area. The lady contin-
ued sitting and eating 
her bag of chips, never 
once looking at either 
of us. 

An example of a 
"defying of logic" 
moment is when 

someone sits facing 
you, instead of with 
their back toward 

you, in the restaurant 
booth in front of you.

A "defying of logic" 
moment happened to 
this columnist in an 
empty laundromat 
involving a double-

decker dryer.
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huddles, etc. 

At the end of each 
game, each team will line 
up on appropriate base-
lines and tip their caps to 
the opponent.

Players and families 
should vacate the field/
facility as soon as is rea-
sonably possible after 
the conclusion of their 
game to minimize un-
necessary contact with 
players, coaches,  ideally 
within 20 minutes.

Face Masks
Players  and manag-

er/coaches  are required 
to wear face mask when 
in the dugout, close con-
tact areas and in places 
where social distancing 
is challenging or not fea-
sible.

Players  are  permit-
ted, although not re-
quired,  to wear a  face 
mask on the field during 
game play.

Players  are  required 
to provide their own 
personal face mask  – 
preferably labeled with 
player name.

Hand Hygiene
Each player should 

provide their own hand 
sanitizer.

Players, coaches and 
managers will use hand 
sanitizer as  needed and 
at least once between in-
nings.

Food and Beverage
Athletes, manag-

ers/coaches, and um-
pires should bring 
their own  beverages, 
labeled,  to all team ac-
tivities.  Shared/team 
beverages  or snacks  are 
prohibited.

There will be no 
concession stand.

Food, including 
gum and sunflower 
seeds, are not allowed in 
the dugout  or playing 
field.

Families are encour-
aged to bring their own 
food/beverages  as the 
concession stand will be 
closed.

All players and 
coaches are to  refrain 
from spitting at all times, 
including in dugout ar-
eas and on the playing 
field.

Equipment
Equipment should 

not be shared. It is rec-
ommended that players 
have their own individu-
al batter’s helmet, glove, 
bat, batting glove(s). 

When it is neces-
sary to share critical or 
limited equipment  (ex: 
catcher’s gear)  all sur-
faces  will  be  sanitized-
with an EPA  approved 
disinfectant against 
COVID-19.

Umpires should lim-
it their contact with the 
ball, and catchers should 
retrieve foul balls and 
passed balls whenev-
er possible. 

Foul balls landing 
outside the field of play 
should be retrieved by 
participating players, 
coaches, and umpires. 

Spectators
All spectators 

should follow best social 
distancing practices — 
stay six feet away from 
individuals outside their 
household.

Spectators  are ex-
pected to  bring their 
own seating.

Spectators are ex-
pected to  complete ill-
ness screening questions 
(see self-monitoring sec-
tion) prior to attending 
any DLL game or prac-
tice.

Pre-Game Plate 
Meetings/Warm-up

Social distancing of 
six feet between indi-
viduals should be im-
plemented during  all 
pre-game plate meet-
ings between teams and 
umpires. Plate meetings 
should only consist of 
one manager or coach 
from each team, and 
game umpires. All par-
ticipants should wear 
a face mask.

Umpires
Umpires are en-

couraged to keep a safe 
distance from players as 
much as possible.

If physically able, 
umpires are encouraged 
to wear face masks while 
umpiring.

Dexter Little League Update

We are launching 
a new campaign this 
summer that we hope 
will engage the Dex-
ter community as we 
work to fill an urgent 
need for the Dexter 
Area Museum. YOU 
SEE, WE HAVE BATS 
IN OUR BELFRY! Old 
buildings require con-
stant maintenance and 

Update from Dexter 
Area Historical 

Society
during a routine in-
spection recently, we 
discovered a large hole 
in the belfry.

We hope to raise 
$10,000 by Labor Day. 
Donations of over $50 
will receive a surprise 
gift, specially made for 
you. You may make 
your donation on our 
webpage at DexterHis-

tory.org, or by sending 
a check marked “Bats 
in the Belfry” made out 
to Dexter Area His-
torical Society, 3443 
Inverness, Dexter, MI, 
48130.

More information 
is available at  Dex-
terHistory.org  or call 
(734) 355-6383 should 
you have questions.
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From Dexter Creamery
Downtown Dexter 

is OPEN for business! 
Come enjoy expanded 
outdoor seating at near-
ly all of the downtown 
establishments! Forgot 
your facemask? No prob-
lem, Dexter Creamery 
has free facemasks avail-
able at our front door. 
The city and the down-
town business commu-
nity have worked hard 
to provide you with a 
safe, social distanced 
experience when you 
visit our downtown. We 
can't wait to see you! 
Need help planning your 

Expanded Outdoor Seating Makes Appearance 
in Downtown Dexter

next dining experience in 
Dexter? Below are some 
of the awesome establish-
ments Dexter has to offer: 
Dexter Creamery 
Dexter's Pub 
Aubree's Pizzeria & Grill 
Revive Dexter 
The Beer Grotto Dexter 
Joe and Rosie Coffee 
and Tea 
Hotel Hickman 
Chuckwagon BBQ
Dexter Riverview Cafe
Dairy Queen (Treat)
Fillmore Bar & Grill
The Dexter Bakery
Dexter A&W Drive-in 
Dexter Chelas 
Wings N things

Photos Courtesy of Dexter Creamery

ON THE SIDELINE:
LAUNDROMATS, RESTAURANT BOOTHS, 

EMPTY TABLES AND DEFYING LOGIC
 ➢ continued from page 5

It defied logic. 
Situations and mo-

ments similar to the 
one mentioned above 
happen to me ALL 
THE TIME. It happens 
so often, I have a run-
ning joke with a col-
league of mine texting, 
calling or e-mailing her 
when a "DOL" moment 
occurs. She also is af-
flicted with the "DOL" 
ailment and shakes her 
head in knowing com-
miseration. She also 
informs me of when 
she has a "DOL" mo-
ment. Other friends 
and colleagues of ours 
don't understand when 
we try to explain our 
"problem" -- lucky for 
them they aren't bur-
dened by such illogical 
nonsense. 

Nonsense such 
as the instance where 
your sitting in a booth 
in a restaurant and the 
waitress places an indi-
vidual in the booth in 
front of yours. Instead 
of sitting with their 
back in front of you, 
this individual decides 
to sit instead facing 
you. That's a "DOL" 
moment.

Or when you pull 
into a parking spot, 
turn your vehicle off 
and make a quick 
phone call before 
heading into the store 
or business and a ran-
dom stranger pulls up 
seconds later in the 
parking spot right in 
front of your vehicle or 
next to your vehicle or 
diagonal to your vehi-
cle and decides to sit 
in their car and make 

a phone call, as well. 
That's a "DOL" mo-
ment. 

When people don't 
know "birthday card 
etiquette" and instead 
of walking by and 
checking back after 
taking a lap around the 
store, they stand right 
next to you searching 
for the same type of 
card. Again, a "DOL" 
moment. 

When you go to 
pay for a newspaper 
out of a stand outside 
of a restaurant -- a 
stand that every single 
time you've used it be-
fore, takes your change, 
reliably unlocks the 
door and allows you 
to grab a newspaper -- 
suddenly jams not al-
lowing you to open its 
door, creating a loud 
banging sound as you 
try multiple times to 
force the door open, as 
a large group of people 
stand nearby talking 

and pretending not to 
notice the situation oc-
curring next to them. 
That's a "DOL" mo-
ment. 

When you're in 
a laundromat late at 
night and your clothes 
have finished drying 
in a top machine of a 
double-decker-type 
dryer and you go to 
take them out, fold 
them and place them 
in your hamper. While 
minutes later, the low-
er machine of the same 
double-decker-dryer 
stops and a guy enters 
the completely empty 
laundromat to empty 
and fold his clothes. 
So two random dudes 
play "pardon me, ex-
cuse me" as they bump 
into each other grab-
bing for their clothes 
in an otherwise quiet 
and totally empty laun-
dromat. Such a "DOL" 
moment. 

Or when you 

run into a store for a 
quick one-item pur-
chase and get behind 
someone in line who 
can't find their check-
book or whose credit 
card doesn't work or 
who fumbles for their 
change or has to buy 
16 Lotto tickets or is 
paying for 30 items or 
-- you get the picture. 
That's a classic "DOL" 
moment. 

I could go on and 
on. These types of de-
fying of logic moments 
happen to me every 
week -- sometimes ev-
ery day. 

I know, a strange 
column this week. 
Thanks for letting me 
vent a little. I needed it, 
big time. 

Ironically, some 
might say it defies logic 
I get to write a column 
every week. 

That's a "DOL" mo-
ment I don't mind...
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