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City Council had 
a lot to discuss, from 
legal changes, to road 
design, and a cele-
bration of seniors. 
Some major decisions 
were made, including 
the vote on the sale 
of property to Ava-
lon Housing for the 
planned Hilltop Man-
or Development.  

There was discus-
sion regarding new 
efforts to help busi-
nesses reopen at low-
er capacity, including 
outdoor seating for 
restaurants. The con-
sensus is that the City 

Big Decisions 
at 3 Hour 

City Council 
Meeting

Council wants to do 
whatever it can to help 
businesses survive, 
with one major cave-
at; the plans need to 
be equitable.  It seems 
the best approach is 
to work with the busi-
nesses in town and try 
to ensure nobody feels 
harmed by some park-
ing being converted to 
outdoor seating.

 An additional 
item was added to the 
agenda: a vote on a car 
procession of seniors, 
Sunday May 31st.   

Two public hear-
ings took place.  The 
first, regarding the 
land sale to DTE, had 

no public comments.  
The second item, with 
a public hearing, the 
sale of property to 
Avalon Housing,as 
you might expect, 
came with plenty of 
comments from the 
public.  Both sides of 
the issue were repre-
sented.  During the 
hearing, a blip in tech-
nology happened.  A 
slight flash appeared 
on screen and sev-
eral members of the 
Zoom, including City 
Council members 
were no longer on the 
Zoom.  As we wait-
ed for City Council 

Tracy Van den Bergh • Photo Courtesy of Tracy Van den Bergh

I had the pleasure of 
interviewing the third 
candidate for Washt-
enaw County Circuit 
Court Judge, Tracy Van 
den Bergh.  

I started my inter-
view asking Tracy why 
she decided to run. 
Tracy explained that 

Tracy Van den Bergh: Third 
Candidate for Washtenaw 

County Circuit Court Judge

becoming a judge has 
been a goal of hers for 
some time.  Tracy also 
explained that she pre-
viously worked for legal 
aid and was concerned 
with equal access to 
justice issues. She feels 
that as a judge she can 
help level the playing 
field in an appropriate 
way by helping provide 

equal access. Tracy is 
very excited about the 
family court docket.  
She points to her ex-
perience as a clinical 
social worker, and pro-
vides me with a brief 
education of the courts.

Tracy explains that 
Family Court, in Mich-
igan, is considered a 
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From Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment

On Monday June 
1, Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer signed Exec-
utive Order 2020-110, 
rescinding her Safer 
at Home order and is 
moving the entire state 
to phase four of the MI 
Safe Start Plan. 

The governor’s or-
der will allow retailers 
to reopen on June 4 
and restaurants to re-
open on June 8, both 
subject to capacity lim-
its. Day camps for chil-

Governor 
Whitmer 
Rescinds 
Safer at 

Home Order
dren will likewise  be 
permitted to open on 
June 8. Effective im-
mediately, groups of 
100 or less will be al-
lowed gather outdoors 
with social distancing. 
Office work that is not 
capable of being per-
formed remotely can 
resume. And in-home 
services, including 
housecleaning services, 
can resume operations. 
Subject to local regula-
tion, gyms and fitness 
centers may conduct 
outdoor classes, prac-
tices, training sessions, 

or games, provided 
that coaches, specta-
tors, and participants 
maintain six feet of dis-
tance from one another 
during these activities.

Michiganders must 
continue to wear facial 
coverings when in en-
closed public spaces 
and should continue 
to take all reasonable 
precautions to protect 
themselves, their loved 
ones, and the commu-
nity. And they should 
continue to work from 
home to the maximum 
extent possible.

Exciting News 
Alert!!!

Beginning June 1 
we are transitioning 
back to our carhop 
service and are clos-
ing our drive-thru. 
We will still be do-
ing carryout orders 
only and credit card 
only payments. We 
are so thankful for 
the support from our 
awesome custom-
ers during the past 
months as we navi-
gated thru the pan-

Update from 
Dexter A&W

demic and an extreme 
staffing shortage. We 
ask that you continue 
to be patient with us 
as we begin offering 
carhop service. While 
we have increased 
our staffing levels we 
are  still not at our 
usual summer levels. 
Our team is filled with 
amazing members 
who want to ensure 
their own safety as well 
as yours when dining 
at our restaurant. We 
ask that you consider 

wearing a mask when 
placing and receiving 
your order! Last week 
we opened our patio 
to guests so that after 
receiving their order 
they could sit out-
side. We ask that you 
clean your table after 
use with the provided 
sanitizer and to follow 
the states orders on 
social distancing. We 
look forward to serv-
ing you soon!
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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 ➢ continued from  page 1
members to be able to 
rejoin the Zoom, the 
Fire Chief let us know 
the cause of the dis-
ruption, a transform-
er fire.  After several 
impassioned speeches 
for and against, The 
City Council voted 
unanimously to ap-
prove the sale. 

 The council con-
tinued it’s discussion 
of Third and Broad 
reconstruction proj-
ect design.   Cost es-
timates for different 
suggestions the coun-
cil gave the week pri-

or, were detailed.  Due 
to lack of agreement 
on the best design 
options, there will be 
continued work and 
discussion within the 
council prior to final-
izing plans and mov-
ing forward.

With a strong en-
couragement from 
council to maintain 
safe social distancing, 
council voted in favor 
of a DCS senior pro-
cessional, which took 
place at 2pm Sunday 
May 31st.  It was mov-
ing to hear the par-
ents of seniors express 

gratitude for the abil-
ity to celebrate their 
seniors.  As the mom 
of a junior in high 
school, I empathize 
with the parents.  I’m 
hoping my son will be 
able to have a senior 
year and graduation.  
I cannot imagine how 
disappointing this has 
been for the class of 
2020 and their par-
ents.  The senior pro-
cession is a little so-
lace and a safe way to 
celebrate and honor 
Dexter Seniors. 

Big Decisions 
at 3 Hour 

City Council 
Meeting
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DEXTER DREADNAUGHTS 
SPORTS SCHEDULES

ALL SPORTS ARE 
CANCELLED AT THIS TIME

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
LAWNCARE, BILLY RAY CYRUS, GOPHERS AND 

CARL SPACKLER

I need a break.
From COVID-19 

issues, to social distanc-
ing, to protests, to riots, 
to wearing masks, to 
Murder Hornets, to no 
sports, to no haircuts 
and on and on and on.

Though, I must say, 
my "Billy Ray Cyrus" 
hairstyle is literally 
growing on me -- espe-
cially in the back. Talk 
about your "business in 
the front and party in 
the back"-type of hair-
style. Well, I actually 
have no business going 
on in front anymore, 
that ship sailed years 
ago, but I've definitely 
got a "rager" of a cele-
bration going on behind 
my cranium at the mo-
ment. Please don't play 
the song "Achy Breaky 
Heart" anywhere near 
me right now. I might 
have to cut a rug "Billy 
Ray Cyrus"-style (kids, 
Google it). 

I need a break. 
I need to think 

about something else. 
Let's see, hmmm...

how about lawn care? 

Billy Ray Cyrus had one of the best looking 
mullets back in the day

Bill Murray's character of "Carl Spackler" battled a gopher throughout 
the movie "Caddyshack

Anybody? 
You know, mowing 

the lawn. 
Anybody? 
Cutting the grass. 
Well, in my case, 

stirring up dirt. 
I so envy those 

people whose grass is 
perfectly manicured. 
A lawn that looks like 
a green carpet is my 
dream. Sadly, my grass, 
err, lack of grass, is my 
nightmare. 

I tell my neighbor 
I have more ants and 
weeds on my lawn than 
grass. 

I just can't win. 
For a few years, I 

religiously used Scott's 
four-step lawn care sys-
tem. Easter, Memorial 
Day, Fourth of July and 
Labor Day. Those were 
the days I put down my 
Scott's fertilizer, weed 
controller, bug repellent 

and "food" for the grass 
during the colder win-
ter months. Surprising-
ly, it worked well. For 
a couple springs and 
summers, I had a thick, 
healthy, green lawn. I 
received compliments 
and kudos from neigh-
bors and strangers alike 
during those halcyon 
lawn care years. 

I loved my lawn. 
I enjoyed the green 

grass. 
Sadly, so did the 

moles. Or were they go-
phers? I'll never know. I 
just can never have nice 
things -- at least for 
very long. That's just 
my life. 

I have no idea 
where they came from, 
but after a short, sweet 
couple of years of lawn 
bliss, the moles arrived 
and ruined "green car-
pet." One night I went 

to bed with a perfect, 
much-admired lawn, 
only to awaken the next 
morning to a hilly, bar-
ren, spongy, "Caddy-
shack"-type lawn. 

I immediately went 
into "Carl Spackler" 
mode and was deter-
mined to rid my lawn 
of the moles/gophers. 
Two strategically placed 
underground rods (so-
lar-powered) that pul-
sated a supposed irri-
tating and bothersome 
noise that only moles/
gophers could hear, did 
the job after one sea-
son. I wanted a non-
lethal solution to my 
problem. I'm a peace-
ful, "let's all just coex-
ist"- type of guy. 

But the damage 
had been done. My 
once beautiful, healthy, 
green lawn was now a 
WWI no-man's land 

of dirt hills, up-raised 
tunnels, dried, yellow 
grass and my sad, pa-
thetic broken dreams. 

Since then, my 
lawn has recovered. But 
I'm hesitant to use my 
Scott's four-step any-
more. I don't want to 
make it too perfect, for 
fear of attracting moles/
gophers again. 

I'll take the ants 
and weeds for the mo-
ment and be glad. I tell 
people my lawn is like 
a Monet painting. It 
looks good from afar, 
but the closer you get, 

the stranger, odder and 
less attractive it looks. 

Oh well. I guess 
there are worse prob-
lems in the world right 
now, right? 

I'll keep working on 
my lawn and be happy. 

But this hair of 
mine? 

Oh my "Achy 
Breaky Heart." 

Cue the band. Play 
the song. Find the You-
Tube video.

I need to dance -- 
Billy Ray Cyrus-style. 

Break over...
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From Maggie Wise
In an email to its 

members, American 
1 Credit Union an-
nounced the reopening 
of all branches, by ap-
pointment only, starting 
Monday, June 1. 

“The safety of our 
staff and members is 
our number one priori-
ty. We have taken prop-
er precautions to ensure 
we can conduct busi-
ness safely and efficient-
ly within our branches,” 
said James Allen, Chief 
Member Experience 
Officer at American 1. 
“Face-to-face interac-
tion with our members 
is important to us. We 
value each member and 
take pride in the rela-
tionships we have built.”

Appointments are 
only available for Mem-

American 1 Reopens all Branches by 
Appointment Only

ber Service appoint-
ments at this time. This 
includes services such 
as opening a new loan 
or account, requesting a 
new debit or credit card, 
investigating suspected 
fraud on an account, 
or notary services. To 
schedule an appoint-
ment, visit  american-
1cu.org/appointment or 
call (888) 213-2848. In 
addition to requiring an 
appointment, American 
1 is implementing ad-
ditional safety precau-
tions:

• Face masks are re-
quired in all branches

• No guests are per-
mitted

• No public re-
strooms are available

• Distance of at least 
six feet from others 
must be maintained

If American 1 mem-
bers still prefer not to 
go into the branch, the 
majority of essential 
banking services can be 
done remotely through 
American 1’s Online 
Banking, Mobile App 
(with mobile check de-
posit), their 24-hour 
Contact Center, and 
other self-service op-
tions.  

Established in 1950, 
American 1 Credit 
Union today serves over 
58,000 members with 
branches in Jackson, 
Washtenaw, Hillsdale, 
Calhoun, Lenawee, and 
Wayne counties. Amer-
ican 1 is proud to serve 
the members of their 
communities by creat-
ing financial wellness 
through personal every-
day banking.

 ➢ continued from page1
rite of passage for all 
new judges.  She de-
tailed why the idea is 
problematic.  A judge 
in  Family Court should 
be helping to stabilize 
the family, even a bro-
ken one.  A child does 
not age out until 18 or 
19 depending on high 
school graduation age. 
Under the current sys-
tem and judges leaving 
family court after a few 
years, a family is likely 
to face several judg-
es before a child ages 
out.  Those judges have 
no idea of the case his-
tory and will need to 
learn the history.  Tracy 
added that family law 
judges are often first re-
sponders in traumatic 
situations.   Many judg-
es elected to the posi-
tion have no experience 
with the emotional is-
sues that lead a family 
to dissolve.  Prior to 
becoming an attorney 
Tracy worked as a clin-
ical social worker and 
holds a masters degree 
in social work.  Tracy 
worked in a hospital 
evaluating child abuse 
cases and with sexual 
assault victims. A lot 
of issues she addressed 
as a social worker are 
the same types that will 
appear in family court.  
Many judges and law-
yers are not trained on 
these issues.   Tracy’s 
training is extensive.  
Tracy spent twelve 
years working in fam-
ily law with vulnerable 
populations.  “So I’m 
passionate about help-
ing families. Problem 
solving approaches for 
stabilizing families - 
stable parents benefit 
the child.  My mental 
health background and 
law background make 
me uniquely qualified 
to address the issues.”

 Tracy’s endorse-
ment read like a who's 
who of judges and 

Tracy Van den Bergh: Third Candidate for 
Washtenaw County Circuit Court Judge

elected officials includ-
ing; Hon. Megan Cava-
nagh, Justice Michigan 
Supreme Court, Hn. 
Carol Kuhnke Chief 
Judge Washtenaw Cir-
cuit Court, Hon Tim-
othy Connors, Judge 
Washtenaw Circuit 
Court, and many, many 
more judges.  She is 
also endorsed by sev-
eral current and former 
Ann Arbor City Coun-
cil and Ypsilanti City 
Council members: Yp-
silanti Mayor Pro-tem 
Nicole Brown, Former 
State Rep Pam Byrnes 
and Jim Toy communi-
ty activist.  Rather than 
write out a list from her 
website, I encourage 
you to take a look for 
yourself at tracyfor-
judge.com. 

 During my inter-
view with Tracy, I no-
ticed she has plans and 
ideas to improve the 
family court.  She is 
aware of the problems 
faced by family court 
judges and the families 
they serve and has ideas 
she’d like to implement 
to address the issues.  
Tracy worked in legal 
services and explained 
she spent a lot of the 
time in that position, 
not only addressing the 
legal needs of her cli-
ents, but also address-
ing social work issues.  
A coworker wanted 
to return to school for 
social work and men-
tioned that she’d like 
to do her internship 
at legal services.  Tra-
cy thought that was a 
great idea and started 
working with Eastern 
Michigan University. 
Ultimately, Tracy be-
came a field supervisor 
for social work interns 
at legal services.  Tracy 
believes this is some-
thing that can and 
should be done in the 
courts.  She discussed 
people falling behind 
on Child Support Pay-

ments.   She discussed a 
Problem Solving Court 
option.  Currently with 
child support, the way 
it’s addressed is loss  
of driver's license and 
possibly jail.  Jail is 
counterintuitive to get-
ting support paid, but is 
a good option for peo-
ple who just don’t want 
to pay.  Tracy’s Problem 
Solving Option idea is 
an opt in program.  If 
a parent has problems 
keeping a job and pay-
ing, the court would 
work with DHS, the 
person struggling to 
pay would have to com-
ply with the guidelines 
and work toward job 
and child support sta-
bility.  This model has 
been established in an-
other state.  In its first 
year, it collected  three 
million in additional 
support for children.  
Tracy concluded with 
the statement, “Rising 
Tides lift all boats.” 

Similar to the previ-
ous candidates, Tracy’s 
campaign has changed 
unde COVID-19.  The 
plan to meet people and 
knock doors is not go-
ing to happen. Her fo-
cus has shifted to social 
media.  She is shifting 
to issues that are help-
ful during COVID-19.  
She wants to provide 
concrete information,  
“You can’t campaign 
without thinking about 
access to the court 
during COVID-19.”  
She added that public 
services and people in 
power are going to lead 
us out of this crisis.

 As I have with the 
two other candidates, 
I asked her a question 
submitted by my son.  
The timeliness, given 
the state of our coun-
try today was import-
ant.  My son gave me 
a list, which I asked in 
order of the interviews.  
I had no way of know-
ing what would happen 

between receiving the 
list and asking all of his 
questions.  

“Why do you want 
to be a judge /active 
participant in a system 
that disproportionately 
jails POC/Black people 
who are then forced 
into indentured servi-
tude  (California fight-
ing fires, NY calls for 
Bloomberg, Hand san-
itizer) How do you feel 
about the use of restor-
ative justice rather than 
punishment?”

I suspected from 
the very first question, 
that this one would be 
in her wheelhouse.  I 
felt a little less guilty 
for handing her what I 
thought was the tough-
est of my son’s ques-
tions. 

“The only way to 
change is from within.   
She discussed a change 
in police training in 
New Orleans she’d just 
learned about.  Part of 
officer training is that 
you have 100% loyalty  
to your fellow officer.  
Part of that loyalty can 
mean not publicly ques-
tioning behavior.  New 
Orleans is now training 
officers that allowing 
a fellow officer to get 
too rough is not being 
loyal.  They have codes 
they can say, to remind 
an officer of what they 
are doing.  The change 
in police brutality must 
come from within.”  
Tracy mentioned that, 
that wasn’t really the 
question, but given the 
state of our country to-
day is something on ev-
eryone’s mind.  

She said as a judge, 
she has the power to en-
act change for the peo-
ple who appear in her 
court.  She said, “You 
have to be aware of the 
bias in the system.  The 
justice you get often de-
pends on who you are 
and money.”   If she sees 
a defendant without a 

high paid attorney of-
fering a plea that she 
doesn't feel he wants to 
give, she does not have 
to take the plea.  Tracy 
added that she can ask 
questions and attempt 
to level the playing 
field.  That within her 
court it doesn't have 
to be who has the best 
lawyer.  It can be what 
is the best decision. 
“We all have implic-
it bias.  Social work 
taught her to examine 
her feelings and under-
stand why she’s having 
them. Tracy plans to 
pull on her social work 
training to examine the 
decisions she makes.  
People should not lose 
their children because 
they’re poor.  When 
she worked for legal 
services, she stayed in 

public service work-
ing from the inside to 
change the system and 
uses the privilege she 
had to level the playing 
field.    

Tracy Van den 
Bergh stood out in the 
interview, for her cre-
ative plans to address 
issues within the court.  
She said repeatedly 
throughout the inter-
view, how excited she 
was to work to problem 
solve.   Given the num-
ber of unique ideas she 
proposed during the 
interview, I have com-
plete faith that she will 
look for ways to help 
families through poten-
tially traumatic times 
and create stable envi-
ronments for the chil-
dren and families that 
appear in her court. 



Page 8Dexter Guardian June 5, 2020    

Tired of politics 
as usual and seeing a 
real need for change 
in an area full of po-
tential,  Chris was 
inspired to run for 
County Commission-
er after researching 
what county commis-
sioners do, or should 
do.  Chris realized 
there is an ability to 
impact change within 
the community as a 
county commissioner.  
County commission-
ers oversee the use of 
the Sheriff 's depart-

Chris Osinski announces 
Bid for Jackson County 

Commissioner for District 2
ment.  Alarmed with 
the nightly shootings 
in Jackson last sum-
mer and wanting to 
take his daughter out 
to enjoy the beauti-
ful parks, bike trails 
and businesses down-
town, but feeling 
concerned with the 
level of crime, Chris 
started to think it 
was an issue that had 
not been tackled and 
needs to be.  

     “Success at 
anything will always 
come down to this: 

Focus and effort, and 
we control both." 
-Dwayne Johnson

   Is it absurd to 
think one person can 
solve all the problems 
the city faces? Sure.  
But, with renewed 
vigor and the will-
ingness to dig in and 
work, the possibility 
for positive change 
is higher.  If we work 
to address the causes 
and look for available 
funding options, one 
motivated person can 
impact change.  

  Chris moved to 
Grass Lake in 2005.  
Without a silver 
spoon, Chris spent 
most of his time 
working two jobs to 
support his family.  
But, with a lifelong 
interest in politics 
and concern for his 
daughter's future, 
he knows now is the 
time to do something 
and get to work be-
fore things get worse.  
Jackson Country has 
incredible parks and 
is home to beautiful 

cities, villages and 
townships.  Address-
ing issues at the core 
will create a positive 
spiral.  Chris believes 
people should not 
go to Ann Arbor or 
Lansing to dine and 
shop or enjoy outdoor 
recreation. He sees 
the County Commis-
sioner position as one 
with great potential to 
make a positive im-
pact on the lives of 
everyday citizens.  He 
hasn't seen that work 
being done.  So he de-

cided it's time to do it 
himself. 

Chris Osinski is a 
hard working dad.  He 
is running for Jackson 
County Commission-
er to represent Dis-
trict 2 comprising the 
village of Grass Lake 
and the townships 
of Waterloo, Henri-
etta and a portion 
of Leoni.  Running 
to impact positive 
change for the com-
munity.
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