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Being trapped in 
the middle of a pan-
demic, provided us 
all with lessons we 
never considered.    
Five months prior 
to Covid-19 hitting 
Michigan, I suffered 
a stroke.  Part of my 
recovery was relearn-
ing to swallow, type, 
and speak without a 
slur.  Any large scary 
medical emergency, 
or chronic illness is 
followed by numer-
ous visits to doctors 
to ensure health.  Due 
to the location of my 

Washtenaw County Working to 
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stroke, I lost my driv-
er’s license until I 
could be professional-
ly tested to be certain 
I was safe to be on the 
road.   So, I was unable 
to legally drive and I 
was required to be in 
Ann Arbor sometimes 
three days a week for 
appointments.  My 
husband was working 
a full time job to sup-
port our family and 
he was unavailable 
to take me.  While 
my age made me an 
unusual case, this is 
a common issue for 
older Americans.  
Thankfully, my par-

ents are close enough 
that they could help.  
We learned, through 
Covid, that many of 
these appointments 
could have been done 
over Zoom.  Many, 
especially the speech, 
swallowing and brain 
function appoint-
ments did not require 
a physical assess-
ment  of my well be-
ing.  Covid taught us 
that being able to ac-
cess the internet from 
home is important for 
every school child and 
for older and chron-
ically ill Americans.  It 
is also integral for the 

business world.  We 
may have never un-
derstood just how im-
portant the internet is 
without having to rely 
on it so much this past 
year.  

Thankfully, Washt-
enaw County is work-
ing hard to ensure ev-
ery household in the 
county has access to 
the internet. The coun-
ty could make history 
in Michigan, by being 
the first county with 
100% coverage. I had 
the privilege of attend-
ing a  broadband task 
force meeting, over 

Just across the al-
ley from the Dexter 
Bakery is a new but 
familiar face.  Neil 
O’Brien of Dexter 
Print and Embroi-
dery has set up shop 
in the former red 
brick space. I opened 
the door and noticed 
the shop was bright, 
spacious, and clean.  
It was a sports mom's 
dream.  The shelves 
were lined with Dex-
ter fan tee’s, sweat-
shirts, and gear.  As 
the mother of two 
grown football play-
ers and wrestlers, I 
could imagine spend-
ing a lot of money on 
gear there for Friday 
night games and Sat-
urday tournaments. 
I really like the Yeti 
tumblers featuring la-
ser engraving.  I  may 

Dexter Print and 
Embroidery Expands
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Pictured is owner of Dexter Print 
and Embroidery, Neil O'Brien

have to go back and 
order myself one with 
the Dexter Guardian 
logo on it, you know, 
to support local busi-
ness.   

Neil came around 
as I was browsing and 
I had the pleasure of 
getting to know him 
and to know about 
his business. I learned 
his new storefront 
is about three times 
the size of his former 
space by the post of-
fice. He opened shop 
in 2016 and, as proof 
of his ability to ex-
pand during a pan-
demic, has done very 
well.  I asked if he 
works with the school 
and Neil explained 
that he works with 
teams setting up on-
line shops featuring 
his top sellers with 
additional customi-
zation.  Neil noticed 
my interest in the 
Yeti tumbler and held 
it up.  He explained 
this, which stated 
Dexter, would have 
softball added for the 
softball team shop.  
Perfect  for the fans 
in the softball play-
er’s life.  Grandpar-
ents and parents can 
purchase apparel and 
gear for game days to 
show  their support.  

I asked Neil what 
he probably thought 
were strange ques-
tions. The mark of a 
reporter, might be an 
insatiable curiosity.  I 
was asking about the 
under eye black with 
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Dexter logos and the 
window stickers for 
cars.  Neil explained 
that he got his start 
working in Chelsea, 
with college licensed  
products.  He helped 
with college book-
stores, so when he 
started in 2016, he 
knew the products he 
wanted and the com-
panies he’d use.  But, 
in his former shop by 
the post office, he did 
not have room for all 
his products.  Now, 
in the space which 
opened in May, he 
does.    Aside from 
t-shirts and sweat-
shirts, he'll have hats, 
stickers for cars, pen-
cils, banners, tum-
blers, yard signs and 

Dexter Print 
and Embroidery 

Expands

anything a proud 
parent or grandpar-
ent could want.  The 
items are customiz-
able.  So, if you find 
a shirt you can add a 
name or team to the 
back.  

Neil went on to 
explain that the store-
front just features 
Dexter themed prod-
ucts, but that’s not 
the extent of his busi-
ness.  Neil also sup-
plies local businesses 
with work shirts.  He 
can provide  differ-
ent styles depending 
on the needs of the 
company.  If you're in 
landscaping or con-
struction a tee with 
screen printed logos 
is likely the option 
for you. However, 

if you’re a software 
company, you might 
prefer a polo with 
embroidery over the 
chest.  It depends on 
the type of work and 
the needs of the com-
pany, but Neil has the 
ability to outfit your 
business.  And now, 
as we emerge from 
Covid, we realize 
that supporting lo-
cal business is as im-
portant as ever.  The 
more you stick with 
local, the more your 
money stays in your 
neighborhood.  Neil 
has a daughter who 
will be a freshman at 
Dexter High School.  
Rather than provid-

ing Bezos with more 
money than he can 
possibly spend, you 
can make sure Neil’s 
daughter can partici-
pate in local activities 
with your children 
and family members.   
What better way to 
be neighborly than to 
support your neigh-
bor and his work?  

Neil’s storefront 
has been hidden be-
hind large construc-
tion scaffolding.  But 
he thinks it should be 
gone in the next few 
days, at which point 
he'll add his logo to 
the window and he’ll 
be easier to find.  
But next time you’re 

walking around 
downtown stop by 
and browse gifts for 
your favorite athlete 
or get information on 

providing work shirts 
for your employees.  
Or, visit them online  
at https://dexterprint.
com/.
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By: Laura Perkins
This past week, 

the weather has real-
ly felt like summer is 
here!  This year it is an 
exceptionally sweet 
summer as we are 
able to do more ac-
tivities safely.    If you 
are like me, you have 
plans to involve your 
dog in as many of 
these activities as you 
can.    I have plans to 
take Dan swimming 
and kayaking, and 
to visit some patios 
with Doug.    We’ll be 
walking more, trav-
eling together to visit 
family, and all sorts of 
other fun things. 

But, before you 
include your dog in 
new activities (or 
ones that your dog 
might be rusty with 
due to our quieter 
lifestyle last sum-
mer), I’d encourage 
you to do some warm 
ups.   While your dog 
can learn to love your 
summer activities, it 
can be overwhelming 
to jump in too fast. 

There are two 
parts to pre-summer 
activity warm ups, 
and doing both is a 
great idea.  

One part of your 
warm up routine 
should include brush-
ing up on your dog's 
training.    If you ha-
ven’t practiced leash 
walking or come or 
stay since your pup-

Summer 
Warm Ups!

Dan in a kayak.
py class - get out your 
clicker and treats. Be 
sure to pay gener-
ously for your dog's 
efforts.    This practice 
will refresh your dog’s 
skills, help to rein-
force focus on you, 
and remind your dog 
that she can earn re-
ally super good treats 
for these behaviors.  

The second half of 
your summer warm 
up routine should 
include gradually 
reintroducing your 
dog to the environ-
ments where the ac-
tivities occur.    If you 
can’t visit the exact 
environment ahead 
of time, going some-
where similar will still 
be helpful.  You might 
go to a quieter park 
when working up to 
going to a busy one 
or perhaps you could 
try Downtown Chel-
sea on a weeknight 
before going to Sights 
and Sounds.  

With Dan, our first 
kayak trip won’t be on 
the Huron river on a 
Saturday.  Instead, I’ll 
introduce him to the 
kayak at home, on the 
ground.  Then we will 
head out to a small, 
quiet lake on a week-
day when it won’t be 
too busy.      This way, 
he can learn about the 
kayak without lots of 
exciting distractions. 
Throughout the sum-
mer we can do bus-

ier and busier kayak 
outings and maybe in 
August he’ll be ready 
for the excitement of 
the Huron river on a 
hot summer day.  

Likewise, for 
Doug, we’ll brush 
up on settling on a 
mat at home on our 
deck.    Then we’ll try 
a patio at lunch or 
on a weekday after-
noon.  I’ll plan to or-
der food and drinks 
that don’t require too 
much of my focus.  I’ll 
probably go without 
other humans so that 
I can really pay at-
tention to supporting 
Doug.  Then, my hus-
band and I might go 
together, still during a 
quieter time.  We can 
gradually work up to 
going to busier patios 
where there will be 
more people and oth-
er dogs.  

During these 
warm up outings, 
watch your dog close-
ly.  If you see signs of 
stress or worry - head 
home.    You can try 
again another day and 
choose an easier envi-
ronment.    Your ob-
servations on warm 
up outings might 
also help you to de-
cide what to work on 
during your home 
warm up training ses-
sions. 

Here’s to a great 
summer full of fun 
with your best (ca-
nine) friend!  

*Laura Perkins 
owns Laura Perkins 
Animal Behavior, 
LLC in Chelsea, MI 
where she provides 
behavior and train-
ing consulting for 
pet owners. She has 
studied animals and 
behavior her whole 
life with a Bachelor 
of Science in Animal 
Science from the Uni-
versity of Illinois and 
a Master’s of Science 
in Behavior Analysis 
from the University 
of North Texas.*
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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From: Matt 
Pegouskie

To foster and build 
community con-
nections, optimism, 
resilience, and en-
gagement, 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation 
(5HF) and its partners 
are pleased to launch 
OneBigConnection.
org (OBC) during Na-
tional Mental Health 
Awareness Month, 
this May. OneBigCon-
nection.org is a new 
virtual platform tool 
that anyone in our 
service area can use.

One Big Connec-
tion will go live with 
a soft launch on May 
26th.   New informa-
tion and features will 
be made available in 
the coming weeks and 
months as we receive 
user and partner feed-
back.  

The purpose of 
OneBigConnection.
org, is to create an on-
line community where 
residents can share in-
formation and quickly 
find local resources. It 
is also a place to come 
together in Action 
Teams that address 
important issues for 
our community mem-
bers, like isolation and 
youth mental health. 

OneBigConnection.org Launches during 
National Mental Health Month

 “This site, funded 
with Wellness Coali-
tion money, belongs 
to the community,” 
says 5HF CEO Amy 
Heydlauff. “The rich 
resources you will 
find at OneBigCon-
nection.org highlight 
the good people in 
our five towns, car-
ing for each other. We 
hope that OBC will 
be a positive step to 
help individuals make 
healthy connections, 
find interesting and 
vital resources they 
trust, and reduce the 
discomfort surround-
ing mental health 
conversations.”

This free platform 
is a project sponsored 
by One Big Thing, a 
collaborative initia-
tive launched in 2019 
with Michigan Med-
icine/Family Medi-
cine, St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea, Washtenaw 
County Community 
Mental Health, and 
the 5HF Community 
Wellness Coalitions, 
to promote positive 

mental health prac-
tices and decrease 
mental health crisis 
situations in our com-
munities. According 
to Lori Kintz, 5HF’s 
Coalition Coordina-
tor and OneBigCon-
nection editor, “The 
platform is a work in 
progress. Every week 
new information and 
resources will be add-
ed until the site is so 
robust it becomes a 
regular part of our on-
line routine.”

We are planning a 
free 30-minute demo 
of the site in June. 
Watch for updates on 
our FaceBook page.

The site includes:
• Action Teams 

that are places to 
come together, post 
information and solve 
local challenges.

• Facts and Fig-
ures will house cur-
rent local and re-
gional statistics and 
peer-reviewed articles 
to keep us informed. 
The information can 
also be used by area 

non-profits in grant 
applications or strate-
gic planning.

• A Resource Di-
rectory will allow lo-
cal non-profit service 
providers to post their 
information on a vari-
ety of topics address-
ing vital conditions 
like mental health 
and outreach services, 
reliable transporta-
tion, health and safe-
ty services, and social 
supports. If you are a 
local provider or orga-
nization who wishes 
to be added to our di-
rectory, go to https://
www.onebigconnec-
tion.org/submit for 
instructions on how 
to register.

• Events will be 
a place where com-
munity organizations 
can promote upcom-
ing events open to the 
community.

• C o m m u n i t y 
Pulse will feature ar-
ticles, commentary 
by local experts, and 
publications of inter-
est.

• Polls and Sur-
veys is an opt-in text 
messaging service 
that will provide occa-
sional updates about 
events and opportu-
nities in the 5HF ser-
vice area. Participants 
will receive quick, 
one-question surveys 
to monitor our com-

munity points of view.  
Here is an example of 
a poll:

For more infor-
mation, contact 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation staff, Matt Pe-
gouskie, or Lori Kintz, 
at 734-433-4599.
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Zoom, last week.  

During the meet-
ing, several pieces of 
important informa-
tion were covered.  
The current step the 
county is on in mak-
ing progress toward 
the goal.   RFP #: 8119, 
OPEN DATE: FRI-
DAY, JUNE 4, 2021 @ 
4:00PM, DESCRIP-
TION: PUBLIC-PRI-
VATE PARTNER-
SHIP FOR FILLING 
BROADBAND GAPS, 
ADMINISTRATION.  
The county will take 
proposals from pro-
viders to provide the 
needed infrastruc-

Washtenaw County Working to be First County in 
Michigan with 100% Broadband Coverage

ture and service to fill 
broadband gaps until 
June 4th at 4:00pm.    
Proposals will be re-
viewed and selected 
by the RFP subcom-
mittee. CTE energy 
and technology firm 
will also review.  They 
will get a recommen-
dation to the board of 
commissioners.  The 
target is to get the rec-
ommendation to the 
board of commission-
ers July meeting.  The 
award will be made 
on the basis of criteria 
outlined in the  RFP, 
which is listed on the 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty website under the 

purchasing tab https://
w w w. w a s h t e n a w.
org/659/Purchasing.

A big question 
and concern seems to 
be the cost and how 
100% broadband cov-
erage will be paid for. 
Will this project in-
crease taxes for resi-
dents?  The money will 
be  from two places.  
The American Rescue 
plan awards will par-
tially be utilized for 
broadband.  And the 
$600,000 the county 
received from recre-
ational marijuna tax 
will be used.  But, the 
full amount will not 
be used.  Some will 

go to the sheriff and 
some will go toward 
arts, diversity, equity 
and inclusion.  So un-
less you’re using recre-
ational marijuana, you 
will not be taxed for 
the project.  

The task force is 
also looking into mak-
ing certain those with-
out access are able to 
afford the service.  It 
will take years before 
everyone has access 

to broadband.  But, 
we learned through 
Covid that access to 
service is needed but 
that it needs to be af-
fordable for those with 
lower incomes.  The 
images of children 
trying to attend school 
while sitting in fast 
food parking lots will 
not soon be forgot-
ten. The broadband 
task force is current-
ly reviewing how to 

address the issue for 
people although we 
are years away from 
100% access.  To keep 
updated on the work 
of the Broadband Task 
Force and learn more 
information, go to 
the website at https://
w w w. w a s h t e n a w.
org/2867/Broadband-
Task-Force.



Page 6Dexter Guardian June 4, 2021    

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

DEXTER 
SOFTBALL

By: Terry Jacoby
As the teams were 

heading down the back 
nine toward the club-
house at Dearborn 
Country Club on Tues-
day afternoon during 
the Division 1 Golf Re-
gionals, Dexter coach 
Greg Palkowski paused 
for a moment to make a 
prediction.

“It’s going to be 
close, right down to the 
last hole,” said Palkows-
ki. “We are in a real bat-
tle with Woodhaven for 
that third spot.”

Palkowski was spot 
on – in fact, it came 
down to the last shot 
on the last hole – as 
Dexter and Woodhav-
en contended for 
third place and an-
other weekend of golf. 
The Dreadnaughts fired 
a team score of 325 and 
beat the Warriors by a 
single stroke and will 
join Skyline and Saline 

DREADNAUGHTS EDGE WOODHAVEN BY ONE 
STROKE TO ADVANCE TO STATE FINALS

DEXTER BOYS GOLF

Photos By Terry Jacoby.

on June 11-12 at Forest 
Akers West in East Lan-
sing for the D-1 State 
Finals. 

As expected, Sky-
line led the way in dom-
inating fashion at the 
D-1 Region 6 tourna-
ment. The Eagles, the 
top-rated team in the 
state, won their third 
straight Regional title 
with a team score of 
287, 27 shots better than 
runner-up Saline. 

All five Skyline 
players shot 76 or below 
led by two freshman, 
Vibhav Alokam (70) 
and Ieuan Jones (71) 
along with senior Vimal 
Alokam (71). Junior 
Luke Richard shot a 75 
and sophomore Mitch-
ell Strickland fired a 
76 – which would have 
been the best score on 
11 other teams.    

Skyline’s 287 was 
a school-record round 
for 18 holes and was an 

amazing 1-under par. 
All five Eagles finished 
among the top 10 indi-
vidual scores. 

The prestigious 
Dearborn Country 
Club, with its tightly 
wooded fairways and 
immaculate greens, of-
fered quite the test on 
a perfect day for golf. 
And many of the players 
brought their ‘A’ games, 
especially Jackson High 
School’s Justin Bunch. 
The senior fired a tour-
nament-best 69 to claim 
top individual honors. 
The top three teams – 
Skyline, Saline and Dex-

ter – advance to the state 
finals along with the top 
three individuals not on 
those teams – Bunch, 
Woodhaven’s Evan 
Bliss (73) and Bedford’s 
Gaige Keane (74).   

The field at the State 
Finals will include 18 
teams and 18 individ-
uals for a total of 108 
golfers.  

The rest of the 
scorecard at Dearborn’s 
Regional was Bedford 
fifth (338), Pioneer sixth 
(342), Huron seventh 
(343), Jackson eighth 
(347), Wyandotte ninth 
(355), Dearborn 10th 
(383), Monroe 11th 
(386), Edsel Ford 12th 
(410), Lincoln 13th 
(422), Belleville 14th 
(466) and John Glenn 
15th (477). 

Skyline Coach Ash-

ley Mantha was named 
Regional Coach of the 
Year. And she used the 
final results as a teach-
ing lesson – maybe a 
hint to her team head-
ing to East Lansing. 

“Look how close it 
was with Dexter (325) 
and Woodhaven (326),” 
said Mantha. “One 
stroke! Shows you can 
never give up as one 
team stroke decided 
the difference today 
for a team moving on 
to States and another 
having their season end 
today. We all have bad 
shots, but you rally and 
recover, not snowball 
your play down into 
giving up. 

“We all toughed 

out some less than ide-
al spots/shots today. I’m 
proud of those recovery 
moments.”

Dexter was led by 
senior Jack Kolka, who 
fired a 75 on the day. 
Four other Dexter play-
ers kept their scorecards 
below 90 - Dom Sortor 
(80), Joey Fracassi (81), 
Niko Michos (89) and 
Lucas Koone (89).

Every shot counts 
and Dexter made sure 
every shot counted.

Following Bliss 
and his brilliant 73 for 
Woodhaven were Elijah 
Saco (76), Dylan Young 
(77), Luke Crapanzano 
(100) and Jace Weimer 
(101).   

Dexter softball 
Coach Tim Kimball 
was pleased with the 
results Tuesday as his 
team split with the 
Allen Park Jaguars.

“The Dreads won 
the first game 5-4. Not 
so lucky in the second 
game falling 4-3.

“We continue to 
ride great team chem-
istry and mutual sup-
port for each other 
behind the leadership 
of our 7 seniors, who 

DEXTER 
SOFTBALL 

EARNS A SPLIT
have all been on varsi-
ty for all 4 years, Kim-
ball said. “They bring 
a relaxed confidence 
that defines our team 
culture. 

“Playing relaxed 
has allowed us to play 
better and to over-
come errors when we 
do make them.

We have top 
notch pitching from 
Sam Sutton and Paige 
Sayler.    Solid defense 
all around. if you look 
at our runs allowed vs 
runs scored it is an in-

credible difference.”
He said the Lady 

Dreads are a  really 
great  team intelli-
gence in base run-
ning, hitting and 
fielding. 

“Tonight we had 
a double play, getting 
the base runner be-
tween 3rd and home 
on a bunted ball pick-
le, then catching the 
trailing runner in a 
pickle for the second 
out,0 hits added. Two 
run downs on one 
batted ball.”

Dexter soccer is 
looking good and glad 
to be playing this sea-
son.

Chelsea athletic 
coach  Matt Murphy is 
happy about the sea-
son.

“This team has 
been very blessed to 
have a full season with 
minimal disruptions 
from COVID 19 and 
other obstacles,” he 
said.

They kicked the 
season off at Saline 
against a very strong 
team and suffered their 
first loss. They learned 
a lot from that game 
and rebounded with a 
big win against Adrian 
and then lost anoth-
er very tough battle 
against the SEC White 

DEXTER 
SOCCER

DREAD SOCCER 
IS HOT

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Champions Pinckney 
Pirates.

They returned 
home and drew against 
another very tough op-
ponent in Ann Arbor 
Huron who faced yes-
terday  in the District 
Semi-finals. After that 
draw, the Lady Dreads 
went on a 9-2 run to 
end the regular season 
at 10-4-1. 

The additions of Se-
nior/Wisconsin com-
mit Aidan McConnell 
and Junior/Ball State 
commit Cadi Murphy 
has really strengthened 
this squad. 

“When you throw 
in two NCAA D1 com-
mits with the very tal-
ented senior class that 
includes Carley Curley 
(Calvin University), 
Kayla Rivers (Spring 
Arbor)  and Faith Re-

naud (Alma Col-
lege) you get a recipe of 
a core group of young 
women with a very 
high soccer IQ,” he said.

This is Casey  Ban-
tle’s first year  as the 
Dexter Women’s Soccer 
Coach (due to losing 
his season last because 
of the Pandemic) and 
he has created a strong 
team that is getting 
much more intelligent 
in the game of soccer 
and the value of playing 
for a team. 

“This past week the 
Lady Dreads fought 
back twice from being 
down to beat Ann Arbor 
Pioneer 4-2 in the first 
round of District play,” 
he said. “It was Dexter’s 
first home game with-
out  Covid  restrictions, 
and the crowd was large 
and very supportive.”
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Chelsea’s  Sounds & Sights on 
Thursday Nights 2021 Season

Chalk Artist, Chris Monaghan, demonstrates tricks and techniques 
during the “How to Chalk” series during Sounds & SIghts on Thursday 

Nights.

From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing

Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights is 
back! This year's ab-
breviated 7-week long 
summer concert se-
ries announces a 2021 
line-up filled with an 
amazing variety of art 
and live music. Chelsea 
Area Festivals & Events 
(CAFE) is excited to 
welcome everyone back 
to Chelsea to explore its 
unique blend of music, 
arts, shops and dining. 

“We really missed 
Sounds & Sights last 
year,” said Craig Com-
mon, CAFE board 
president, “but I think 
that makes this year all 
the sweeter. We’re re-
juvenated and excited. 
We’ve got a great lineup 
and invite the Chelsea 
community and visitors 
to come and explore all 
that our vibrant down-
town has to offer.”

The 2021 season 
kicks off on Thursday, 
July 1, at 6:30 p.m., fea-
turing the Motor City 
Boogie Woogie Kid 
Matthew Ball and Chalk 
Artist Chris Monaghan, 
both ‘CAFE Grants for 
the Arts’ recipients. 
Throughout the sum-
mer, Monaghan will be 

joined by fellow chalk 
artist Seth Allison in a 
“How to Chalk” series 
which inspires specta-
tors to create their own 
chalk artwork.

Seven different en-
tertainment stages — 
from the south end of 
downtown Chelsea to 
the north end — will 
be home to plenty of 
live music. Visitors will 
hear everything from 
Americana to Jazz to 
Rock to Soul to Zydeco. 
There’s dance, too, from 
another grant recipi-
ent, Ballet Chelsea. As 
always, children will 
join in the fun —pup-
petry and magic shows, 
make and take crafts…
and even circus acts! 
The complete schedule 
can be found at www.
chelseafestivals.com or 
by following facebook 
and instagram handles 
@chelseafestivals.

E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
Chair Gary Munce said 
it’s exciting each year 
when it comes time 
to begin planning for 
the upcoming Sounds 
& Sights on Thursday 
Nights. 

“It takes many 
hands to make it hap-
pen, but it’s just so 
amazing to see it all 

come together,” Munce 
said. “When everything 
is set in place and we are 
all strolling down Main 
Street listening to great 
music with our families 
and friends, I’m think-
ing, 'It just doesn’t get 
any better.’”

All of the artists 
and musicians are paid 
by CAFE, a non-profit 
who’s mission is to en-
rich Chelsea, and the 
surrounding commu-
nities, by promoting 
the presentation of and 
participation in quality 
performing and visual 
arts.  

Performance slots 
are in hot demand 
each year.  Highlights 
include the Cadillac 
Cowboys, a jazz guitar 
combo called Fun on 
the Frets, the soul and 
Motown groove of Sal-
magundi, and local fa-
vorite, Chelsea House 
Orchestra. For kids of 
all ages, Detroit Circus 
brings dazzling aerial 
antics, fire dancing, and 
fun sideshow acts. 

Also returning to 
Sounds & Sights on 
Thursday Nights, is 
SculptureWalk, now 
in its 12th year. The 
2021-22 SculptureWalk 
features 16 outdoor 

sculptures set in pub-
lic locations through-
out historic downtown 
Chelsea. Visitors can 
download or pick up a 
walking map at down-
town businesses.

Common said that 
almost every event pre-
sented in Chelsea is be-
cause of great partner-
ships and community 
support. And Sounds & 
Sights is no different. 

“We have over 70 
businesses, organiza-
tions, and community 
members that donate 
either time, money, 
or both. That support 
allows us to put on a 
first-class, free event. 
It’s pretty amazing.” 

Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights, 
now in its 17th year, 
is presented by the 
Chelsea Area Festival 
& Events, winner of 
the 2020 Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Non-Profit Business 
Leadership Award. A 
501(c)3 non-profit, 
CAFE has reinvested 
over $750,000 dollars 
back into the Chelsea 
community’s artists 
and businesses. The 
non-profit has helped 
organize many of Chel-
sea’s most popular 
events, including the 
Sounds & Sights Festi-
val Weekend (on hold 
for 2021), Hometown 
Holiday, and the Sculp-
tureWalk.

Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights 
runs July 1 to August 
12, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
throughout downtown 
Chelsea. Many busi-
ness and restaurants are 
open before, during, 
and after street events 
end.

For a complete per-
formance schedule and 

information on places 
to stay and parking op-
tions, visit www.chel-
seafestivals.com.

Chelsea Area Festi-
vals and Events would 
like to recognize and 
thank the 2021 Part-
ners: American Mus-
cle, Audio Acres, Bigg-
by Coffee Chelsea, Bill 
Ballagh State Farm® 
Insurance, Chelsea 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Chelsea 
Area Historical Society 
& Museum, Chelsea 
Community Founda-
tion, Chelsea District 
Library, Chelsea Down-
town Development 
Authority, Chelsea 
Guardian, Chelsea 
Lumber Company, 
Chelsea Print & Graph-
ics, Chelsea Retirement 
Community, Chelsea 
Rhone, Chelsea State 
Bank, ChelseaUpdate.
com, Chelsea Wellness 
Center, Cleary’s Pub, 
Cherry Optometry, 
The Common Grill, 
Creative Washtenaw, 
Cumulus Media, D&B 
Strategic Marketing, 
Dangerous Architects 
PC, Edward Jones - Mi-
chael O'Quinn, Edward 
Jones - Diane Kiel-
iszewski, The Grateful 

Crow, “Jiffy” Mixes, 
Hardwood Solutions, 
LLC, Heydlauff ’s Appli-
ances, Kiwanis Club of 
Chelsea, Klink & Asso-
ciates - Reinhart Real-
tors, Merkel Furniture 
& Carpet One, Michi-
gan Council for Arts & 
Cultural Affairs, Mitch-
ell Family, La Jolla Fine 
Jewelry, P.C. Johnson 
Construction, The Pur-
ple Rose Theatre Com-
pany, Parts Peddler 
Auto Supply Store, Rick 
Eder Agency - Farm 
Bureau Insurance, Rick 
Taylor - Reinhart Re-
altor, Riemco Design 
+ Build, Secret Crisis 
Comics, Silver Maples 
of Chelsea, Stieper & 
Brust Orthodontics, 
Stadium Development, 
Sun Times News, Su-
san Jacobs- CPA, Sure-
lutions, Teresa Miller, 
Realtor, Howard Hanna 
Real Estate Services, 
Terri & Richard McCal-
lam Torrance Learning, 
Trinchero Family Es-
tates, Ugly Dog Distill-
ery, Village Hair Studio, 
Russ & Diane Weid, 
Wilkinson Foundation, 
Zou Zou’s Cafe & Cof-
fee Bar.

Musician Matthew Ball, performing as Motor 
City Boogie Woogie Kid, was a 2020 CAFE 
Grants for the Arts recipient and will play 

opening night, July 1, 2021.
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From: Susan Ringler-
Cerniglia

County Health 
Department and area 
health care providers 
are scaling back local 
mass vaccination clin-
ics. COVID-19 vacci-
nation is now widely 
available, and there is 
less need for emergency 
distribution strategies 
like mass vaccination 
sites. COVID-19 vacci-
nation is recommended 
for anyone 12 years or 
older. There is no cost to 
individuals for vaccina-
tion.

Washtenaw County 
Health Department is 
continuing to provide 
COVID-19 vaccination 
through smaller  com-
munity clinics and 
walk-ins without an ap-
pointment at the Health 
Department. The 
Health Department also 
has a new clinical RV 
which will be used to 
bring COVID-19 vac-
cine to locations across 
the county.

The Health Depart-
ment and St. Joseph 
Mercy Ann Arbor hos-
pital will jointly staff the 
mass vaccination clin-
ic at Eastern Michigan 
University Convocation 
Center on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays through 
the end of June. As of 
May 27, about 72,500 
vaccine doses have been 
given at the EMU site, 

COVID-19 Vaccination 
Clinic Changes

Emergency mass vaccination scaled back as COVID-19 
vaccine availability increases

and the Health Depart-
ment overall has given 
over 91,800 doses.

The mass vaccina-
tion clinic at Pierce Lake 
Elementary in Chelsea, 
supported by St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea, is closed 
as of May 25. Anyone 
that received the first 
dose in a two-dose se-
ries at the Chelsea site 
can come to the Health 
Department for their 
second dose.

“COVID-19 vac-
cine is now more widely 
available, and we have 
less need for large-
scale, emergency dis-
tribution,” says Jimena 
Loveluck, MSW, health 
officer with Washtenaw 
County Health Depart-
ment. “We and other 
providers continue to 
focus on making vac-
cine as accessible as pos-
sible to anyone not yet 
vaccinated. Vaccination 
and precautions in pub-
lic and indoor settings 
can protect all of us and 
keep us moving toward 
more normal activities 
and gatherings, even 
though COVID-19 is 
still circulating as lower 
levels.”

Michigan Medi-
cine  has transitioned 
vaccination from the 
Michigan Stadium Clin-
ic to the U-M North 
Campus Research Com-
plex as well as multiple 
offices and providers. 

Michigan Medicine has 
administered 134,863 
doses as of May 26.

For a list of available 
vaccination options and 
search tools, see  where 
to get the COVID-19 
vaccine.

Anyone under 18 
years old needs to be ac-
companied by a parent 
or guardian when get-
ting vaccinated. Identi-
fication is not required 
for adolescents, and the 
parent or guardian at-
tests to age.

Anyone getting vac-
cinated should eat about 
an hour before vaccina-
tion and stay hydrated 
with water or non-caf-
feinated beverages.

Transportation
Free  transpor-

tation  is available to 
Washtenaw County 
vaccination sites. Any 
resident of any age who 
needs transportation to 
get their vaccination can 
call  844-900-4892  and 
use the code “Vaccinate 
Washtenaw”  to sched-
ule a ride. Please sched-
ule at least 24 hours in 
advance, if possible.

Vaccine Coverage
In Washtenaw 

County, 65% of resi-
dents 16 years or older 
have had at least one 
dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine, and 59% of those 
12-64 years. See  local 
vaccine data  and  state-
wide data.

Life is not always 
what you think. Some-
times it can be harder 
than it already is. 

Take for example 
about six weeks ago 
what very unexpectedly 
happened to me.

I ended up in the 
hospital for a week with 
serious  kidney issues. 
It seems something 
from Covid-19  mixed 
with my conditions 
and caused all kinds of 
problems. Let me tell 
you it was pretty scary 
especially the stuff I re-
member.

I did find out later 
some things I did not 
know or even remem-
ber. I will spare you the 
details. I am on restric-
tions from work and 
would say maybe 60-70 
percent back to normal. 
I am getting a little bet-
ter every day.

Some would argue 
if I was ever normal. I 
am not sure and to each 
is their own. I want to 
thank my family and 
friends for help and 
support. Especially my 
beautiful wife of over 25 
years. Thank you and I 
love you Debbie.

My Home Depot 
work family and man-
agement team were 
awesome and very sup-
portive and helpful.

So now, I sit on my 
porch and look out at 
my beautiful yard and 
the weather and wish 
I could be a little more 
active. Not to worry it 
will all come back in 

Congrats To Dexter 
Graduates

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

time.
I hope it comes back 

better than it was. Now, 
I have a whole healthier 
new diet that seems to 
work for me. There are 
still some kinks to work 
out and kinks in the old 
armor but we can defi-
nitely work on it.

Ok,  Dexter resi-
dents, coaches, players 
and people who love 
the Dexter Guardian. I 
know you are eager and 
ready to reach out and 
jump in the paper with 
sporting events, athlete 
and coach features as 
well as human interest 
stories. We come out ev-
ery Friday so if you have 
an event coming up give 
us a shout. If you al-
ready had the event give 
us a shout.

We love pictures so 
email them and we will 
make you famous. Ok, 
maybe you are already 
famous. We can make 
you even more famous.

C ong ratu l at ions 
to all the Dexter High 
School graduates. Re-
member once a Dread-
naught always a Dread-
naught.

Good luck in what-
ever your dreams 
and expectations you 
have.  Whether they are 
to go to college, trade 
school or work and start 
your life good luck and 

best wishes. Remember 
staying at home is not 
always a bad thing.

Be careful out there. 
Drop me an email if you 
think you have some-
thing interesting  to re-
port about you or just 
about anything relat-
ed to the amazing and 
magnificent City of 
Dexter.

I will tell you a se-
cret not much that gets 
turned in doesn’t get 
printed. I’ll make you 
famous! Just kidding 
but it sounds good.

In closing I want to 
congratulate the Dex-
ter spring athletics on 
a good season. I would 
also like to thank the 
coaches, teachers, ad-
ministrators and of 
course students and 
student athletes. Don’t 
forget the parents and 
grandparents who have 
helped so much in the 
development of the 
young people in the 
area.

Good luck Dreads 
in the future and good 
luck to the Spring ath-
letic teams going into 
or playing in the post 
season.

Please contact me 
with any story ideas or 
photos. Email them to 
dmerchant9701@ya-
hoo.com.
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