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Dick Doletzky 
Sells Dexter Family 

Barber Shop

From Shop Dexter
"DICK THE BAR-

BER" RETIRES AF-

TER 57 YEARS: One 
of the greatest busi-
nesses in Dexter his-

tory has come to an 
end. Dick Doletzky 
 continued on page 2

Hugo Mack  • Photo Courtesy of Hugo Mack

Interview with Hugo Mack: 
Candidate for Washtenaw 

County Prosecutor

For clarity purpos-
es, because the issue 
comes up during the 
interview, I want to ex-
plain that Hugo Mack 
was charged with and 
convicted in 1993, of 
rape.  He spent 10 years 
in prison.  He main-
tains his innocence.  
He does not attempt 

to hide the conviction 
and was more than 
willing to discuss it in 
his final, difficult ques-
tion.

I started the inter-
view with Hugo asking 
him why he’s running.  
Hugo stated that we see 
the world through the 
lens we have. “My view 
acknowledges the hu-
manity of individuals.”   
He continued on to 
explain his lens.  Hugo 
was the second  Afri-
can American to be an 
Eagle Scout in Washt-
enaw County histo-
ry.  He was in seventh 
grade when Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. was assas-
sinated and discussed 
the profound impact 
it had on his life.  After 
graduating from col-
lege in 3 years, Hugo 
attended law school 
and passed the bar on 
the first try.  He went 
on to become a public 
defender because he 
wanted to help people.  
He saw his position as 
public defender allow-
ing him to defend the 

constitution.  He went 
on to discuss defending 
800 victims of domes-
tic violence  He spoke 
of helping them avoid 
evictions and fighting 
for them in ways that 
organizations have not.  
Hugo then went on to 
discuss his belief and 
underlying philosophy 
on restorative justice.  

Restorative justice 
is about all of humani-
ty.  A person victimized 
by a wrongful convic-
tion.  We can’t victim-
ize the victim further. 
We need to protect 
the individuals and ac-
knowledge the human-
ity.  He addressed the 
high recidivism rate 
in Washtenaw County 
and stated, “we’re not 
making ourselves safe.”  
He addressed his own 
experience in prison 
and stated that he came 
back with integrity. No 
community will be dis-
respected. Not punish-
ment, wholeness. “My 
job is to make the peo-
ple you love whole and 
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has sold the Dexter 
Family Barber Shop 
at 8118 Main St. after 
cutting hair for the last 
57 years here in town. 
Fortunately, Dick has 
sold the business to 
Sarah Jones who has 
been working at Reed 
Barbering just down 
the street for the last 
5 years. When the 
opportunity came up 
to get this spot it was 

Dick Doletzky 
Sells Dexter 

Family Barber 
Shop

a dream come true 
for her! Sarah had 
this to add about her 
wonderful oppor-
tunity: “It’s such an 
honor and privilege 
to take over the shop 
that Dick and Mary-
ann worked so hard 
to build. I will forev-
er be grateful to him 
and Dexter for their 
outpouring support 
in making my dreams 
come true!” Sarah 

also looks forward 
to working down the 
road from one of the 
greatest mentors that 
she could’ve asked for 
in Robin and looks 
forward to serving 
Dexter for years to 
come!  Congrats to 
Dick Doletzky! You 
should be proud of 
your achievement. 
Enjoy your retire-
ment.
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/
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 ➢ continued from  page 1
safe.  And that’s exactly 
what I’m going to do as 
your next prosecutor.” 
To learn more about 
Hugo and his goals, I 
encourage you to read 
his website and section 
titled, “What I believe.”  
at www.hugoforprose-
cutor2020.com.

I asked Hugo 
how his campaign 
has changed under 
COVID-19.  He stated 
it’s been a challenge.  
He explained that he’s 
phone banking and do-
ing a lot of social me-
dia.  He added that he’s 
taken part in demands 
for equality and spoke 
of a protest he was a 
part of commenting on 
how moving it was.  He 
added that he followed 
social distancing re-
quirements and wore 
a mask and gloves. He 
took a knee for 8:46 
and traffic stopped 
at a major intersec-
tion.  He explained 
that he was there to 
address the concerns 
we are allowed to ad-
dress.  Hugo was with 
his fellow citizens ex-
ercising his constitu-
tional right. “We take 
so much for granted.  
We couldn’t do that in 
Russia.  We’re far from 
perfect but better than 
anywhere else.” 

My final and tough 
question was not in-
spired or suggested by 

Interview with Hugo 
Mack: Candidate for 
Washtenaw County 

Prosecutor
my son as the ques-
tions have been in the 
past.  This was my own, 
given his conviction 
and my experience in 
life as a woman.  “What 
do you have to say to 
potential women vot-
ers who are leery about 
voting for you due to 
your criminal record 
and know from expe-
rience, how dangerous 
men in power can be 
to potentially victimize 
women?”  

He asks that wom-
en voters judge him 
by the same standard 
they judge themselves. 
No woman wants to be 
discriminated against 
because of her past in-
ability to vote, because 
she can bear children, 
or the bathroom she 
uses.  “Women can 
trust me because the 
office is one of integ-
rity. I ask to be judged 
by my integrity, not 
what happened in the 
past.”  Hugo reiterates 
that he was wrongful-
ly convicted.  He asks 
that the voter look at 
him in total, not one 
chapter of his book. He 
states that he was con-
victed by an all-white 
rural jury.   He took his 
wrongful conviction all 
the way to the Supreme 
Court and three judges 
agreed that he did not 
have a fair trial.  He 
needed four to have 
the conviction over-

turned.  He discussed 
spending ten years in 
prison and being up 
for parole.  He’s filed 
over 300 grievances in 
prison.  Filing griev-
ances made his stay 
difficult.  At his parole 
hearing, he was told 
if he just said he was 
guilty, they would let 
him out.  He refused, 
knowing that he’d po-
tentially face more 
time.  Hugo stood on 
his integrity and was 
granted parole.  Hugo 
then went on to be the 
first person in Michi-
gan to receive his law 
license back, granted 
by the Supreme Court 
after taking two years 
to examine his case. 
Hugo adds that he’s 
represented 800 vic-
tims of domestic vi-
olence and that he’s 
continued to fight to 
protect and help wom-
en.  Hugo strongly sup-
ports the reenactment 
of the Violence against 
Women Act.  He add-
ed that over half the 
world’s population is 
women.  “How dare 
you say that over half 
the world population is 
not entitled to human-
ity. I believe and will do 
that as your next pros-
ecuting attorney.   To 
learn more about Hugo 
Mack, visit his website 
at www.hugoforprose-
cutor2020.com 
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
HAMLET, DR. SEUSS, MC HAMMER 

AND MASKS

"To be or not to be, 
that is the question."

I believe Dr. Seuss 
said that in his book 
"Green Eggs and Ham," 
right? 

Or was it the rapper 
MC Hammer? 

"Yo, yo, to be or not 
to be, that is the ques-
tion, for real -- word." 

Yeah, I don't think it 
was either person. 

I just can't keep my 
"Hams" straight nowa-
days. 

I believe the person 
responsible for uttering 
those famous words was 
the titular character in 
Shakespeare's "Hamlet." 

Hamlet, the Prince 
of Denmark, spoke the 
above words while pon-
dering the mystery of 
life and death. 

Hamlet holds a skull during Shakespeare's 
play "Hamlet."

While "To be or not 
to be, that is the ques-
tion" is a well-known 
phrase and an often imi-
tated line, I think, in to-
day's world, it should be 
replaced in the human 
lexicon with another, 
more apt, question. 

"To mask or not to 
mask, that is the ques-
tion." 

Instead of holding 
up a skull and look-
ing into its hollow 
eyes and waxing poet-
ic about "poor Yorick," 
the "Hamlets" of today 
could hold up their in-
dividual masks and, 
before heading outside 
into the real world, ask 
the aforementioned 
question -- "To mask or 

not to mask, that is the 
question." 

It's a perplexing 
question in today's pan-
demic culture. 

My daily job takes 
me all over Washten-
aw County every night. 
I would say it's 50/50 
on the ratio of people 
wearing masks in public 
places. I must, however, 
give credit to the work-
ers in the businesses I 
frequent each and every 
night since basically 100 
percent wear masks and 
practice social distanc-
ing, while disinfecting 
their work spaces, as 
well. At least that's been 
my experience these 
past three and a half 
months or so since this 

all started. 
The customers in 

the stores I patronize? 
Well, I guess it's to each 
their own, right? A few 
week's ago, in a busy gas 
station/store in the Ann 
Arbor/Pittsfield Town-
ship area, everyone in 
the store was actually 
wearing masks. I was 
shocked. Well, everyone 
was wearing masks, ex-
cept two EMTs. Neither 
was wearing a mask. I 
was puzzled by the sight. 
If the medical profes-
sionals don't feel it nec-
essary to wear a mask 
in a busy public space, 
then what should I do?

A few days later, I 
was in another busi-
ness. The workers were 
wearing masks, I was 
wearing a mask, but the 
individual in the crocs 
and medical scrubs was 
without a mask. I just 
don't know what's right 
and proper anymore 
when it comes to wear-
ing a mask. 

Last weekend, I was 
home visiting family 
and friends in the De-
troit area. I went to two 
restaurants (a Ram's 
Horn and an Applebee's 

In today's world, wearing a medical mask in 
public is an option some people choose, while 

some decide otherwise.

-- yeah, that's how I roll) 
and in both places the 
only people wearing 
masks were the work-
ers. People weren't even 
wearing masks as they 
entered the restaurants 
or walked to their tables. 

I don't know. It re-
ally doesn't matter to 
me. I guess we are all re-
sponsible for ourselves 
and for our own social 
distancing and mask 
wearing. I definite-
ly am not one of those 
"mask-wearing, social 
distancing moral police" 
-- type people. I'll take 
care of my well-being 
and health the best way 

I can and leave everyone 
else to their own devic-
es. 

"To be or not to be, 
that is the question." 

Or is it? 
"To mask or not to 

mask, that is the better 
question" -- at least in 
these current days. 

I don't know. 
A better question 

for me and my imme-
diate interests is -- "Is 
baseball really going to 
have a season?" 

But, I guess that'll be 
a question I ponder in 
another column. 

C'mon guys, let's 
play two...

During the pan-
demic of 2020 with ev-
eryone being locked in 
their homes, individu-

Window Art Emerges in Dexter & 
Chelsea During COVID-19 Quarantine

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

als looked for ways to 
best use their time. One 
local resident, Warren 
Price, used his extra 
time creating window 
art. Warren explains 

how he got the idea to 
create the window art: 
“During the COVID-19 
quarantine, I woke up 
one day with an idea to 
create something out 
of a few old windows 
I found along the side 
of the road many years 
ago. I’ve always had a 
passion for repurposing 
items to create some-
thing beautiful, such 
as refurbished furni-
ture, adding a weath-
ered look, or crafting 
penny and key tables. 
I’m thankful to have 
not discarded these old 
windows as so many 
people typically would. 
I had gin and wine bot-
tles sitting around that 
were a really beauti-

ful color and thought 
“Why not?” The vision I 
had in my head worked 
right away and I was 
immediately thrilled 
with the results. As we 
create more windows, 
we tweak the process to 
make it more efficient 
and even more unique. 
Each one is truly one of 
a kind.”

Warren used social 
media to help spread 
the word about his 
windows during quar-
antine: “We decided to 
post a few windows in 
a Facebook group about 
repurposing and re-
cycling, and had more 
than 700 people en-
gaging with the post in 
48 hours from around 

the world. As we are, 
the Chelsea and Dex-
ter communities seem 
to be passionate about 
recycling. The first win-
dow was actually sold 
to a nurse working in 
a COVID-19 unit. An-
other buyer said, “With 
everything going on in 
the world, your work 
puts a smile into my 
heart,” which meant a 
lot to us. Multiple peo-
ple have purchased 
windows, and we still 
have orders coming in. 
We have since named 
the windows “Wild-
flower Window Art.”

There is a lot of 
work that goes into 
creating Warren’s win-
dows. “We use recycled 
wine bottles and vari-
ous pieces of glass with 
a process not many 
have seen. We break the 
glass to make art by us-

ing a resin and propane 
torch. It’s a combination 
of sanding and repair-
ing the window frames, 
applying a grey weath-
ered stain, and then de-
signing each and every 
flower with the colored 
glass. We then apply the 
resin and shards of glass 
using a propane torch 
to melt the products 
together. We have to 
keep a close eye during 
the curing/drying pro-
cess to ensure there are 
no bubbles. From start 
to finish, it’s a two- to 
three-day process per 
window,” he stated.

Warren and his wife 
reside in Chelsea and 
admire both the Chel-
sea and Dexter areas: 
“After living in Canton 
for 23 years, my wife 
Julie and I decided to 
move to Chelsea last 
 continued on page 7
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 ➢ continued from page 5
year. Both being retired, 
we’ve now had more 
time to see the beauty 
outdoors in the Dexter 
and Chelsea areas. As a 
former business owner 
of more than 30 years, I 
have always had a vision 
for seeing results before 
and after. We have three 
adult kids and a brand 
new puppy.”

For more informa-
tion or to order War-

Window Art Emerges in Dexter & Chelsea During COVID-19 Quarantine
ren’s window art visit 
www.facebook.com/
AntiqueRemixMI and 
browse the current se-
lection. His window art 
is available for purchase 
and pricing typically 
ranges from $195-$275 
per window. Warren 
states they are always 
looking for ways to de-
sign new pieces of art 
and are thankful for the 
interest they have seen 
thus far.
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As you may have 
heard or assumed, 
the annual Troop 477 
rummage sale has been 
cancelled this year due 
to the current public 
health situation. The 
rummage sale has been 
historically the Troop's 
main fundraiser, so ob-
viously this has a major 
impact to the Troop's 
budget. To help, this 
year we will be doing 
three fundraisers to try 
to replace this fund-
ing. The Scouts would 
really appreciate your 
support where you are 
able.

Every Wednes-
day in the month of 
July, Classic Pizza 
will donate a portion 
of their sales to the 
troop. Please help us 
out by planning a few 
Wednesday pizza par-
ties!

Later in the sum-
mer/early fall, we will 
be participating in 
the Trails End virtu-
al popcorn sale. We'll 
get more info at the 
end of the summer. 
The online sales can 
be delivered anywhere 
- to your home or to a 
loved one's!

In the fall we will 
be selling Dearborn 
meats for the holiday 
season. These are hams 
and turkey breasts that 
we will take orders for, 
then deliver in late De-
cember. More info on 
this to come in the fall.

As you may imag-
ine, this has been a 
topsy-turvy year for 
the Troop and our 
program: we've had to 

Dexter Boy Scout 
Troop 477 Update

cancel all of our out-
ings since March, and 
the Council has can-
celed summer camp 
and the Great Lakes 
Sailing Adventure we 
had scheduled as our 
August extended trip.

But in scouting we 
learn many things, in-
cluding how to adapt 
to changing situa-
tions. We are holding 
weekly virtual Troop 
meetings with strong 
attendance - we are 
covering Scoutcraft 
and the advancement 

elements, including 
merit badges, that we 
can do virtually. We 
are awaiting guidelines 
for safe meetings from 
the Council now, and 
as soon as we receive 
them we plan to do 
some local day activi-
ties and, if permitted, 
overnights with the 
Scouts all in their own 
tents to get back to 
some version of nor-
mal. We are still plan-
ning to attend Philm-
ont in 2021.

Thank you all 
for your support, 
The Scouts, Lead-
ers and volunteers of 
Troop 477

The Monday, June 
22, City Council Meet-
ing featured several 
reports and discussion 
of facilities ballot pro-
posals for the Nov 4th 
election.  

Michelle Aniol, 
Community Devel-
opment manager gave 
her report.  The DDA 
agreed to cover half the 
costs for the barricades 
for parklets.  The DDA 
is interested in pur-
chasing them for future 
use in the city.  The cost 
to rent and purchase 
is roughly the same.  
However, the city has 
no space to store them 
once purchased.  The 
application for parklets 
is ready and Michelle 
indicated she would like 
to install barricade and 
fencing at once based 
on expected response.  
Michelle thinks the 
parklets should be up 
by the end of the week. 

The Dexter Cream-
ery would like to install 
a walk-up window in 
response to COVID-19.  
In order to keep pedes-
trian traffic clear, they 
will forgo outdoor seat-
ing. Though the Mayor 
questioned whether or 
not the window should 
be administratively ap-

Fire Station on City Council Agenda, Once Again
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

proved, Michelle ex-
plained that the plan-
ning commission and 
city attorney would not 
require a special land 
use permit.  

Encore theater will 
be coming back to the 
planning commission 
and have another pub-
lic hearing due to zon-
ing concerns.  

Dan Schlaff, Public 
Services Superinten-
dent updated council 
on various road proj-
ects, which seem to be 
moving forward, and 
the council learned that 
the filters are on track 
for phosphorus, every 
day and the numbers 
are great.  

Courtney Nichol-
ls, The City Manager, 
updated the council 
with her report.  She 
announced that Wave 
service will start run-
ning again on July 13th.  
There will be some 
route changes because 
the bus service will 
not start running yet.  
The city reopened to 
the public and saw 30 
people on the very first 
day.  The city is work-
ing with PNC to create 
a dropbox out front.  
She received a three 
thousand dollar grant 
to purchase supplies 
for the election.  Court-

ney purchased alcohol 
wipes, sanitizer, and 
thermometers for test-
ing election workers.  
Courtney mentioned 
working elections for 
many years and never 
buying these sorts of 
supplies in preparation 
for an election.  She 
also stated that 1074 
absentee ballots have 
already been requested, 
which is a huge num-
ber.  Everyone with the 
city will be working to 
ensure they are com-
pleted.

Trout unlimited 
has started its planting 
project.  And thanks to 
the rotary and DPW 
the community garden 
is also going well.  It 
was determined earlier 
in the meeting that all 
meetings will be held 
via zoom until at least 
July 1st and potentially 
throughout July.   But 
that due to COVID-19, 
the senior center does 
not want city council 
meetings held in the 
senior center.  Court-
ney discussed with the 
school and the council 
would be able to rent 
a room to hold public 
meetings in the future 
when the time comes.

During public 
comments, James Mc-
Carger discussed the 

vigil and the protest 
in Dexter, in response 
to the death of George 
Floyd, in support of 
Black Lives Matter.  He 
requested the council 
check out 8can’twait.
org.   It is a website of-
fering various ideas for 
harm reduction and 
community safety.  He 
acknowledges that the 
police are not Dexter 
Police, but Washtenaw 
County Sheriffs.  He 
also acknowledges that 
police violence is not 
something he recalls 
ever happening in Dex-
ter and that Dexter has 
a very small minority 
population.  However, 
with the events in the 
world, he believes that 
Dexter taking a stand 
on such issues might 
help and show solidar-
ity with impacted com-
munities. He requested 
the Council take a look 
and possibly address 
the issue in the future.  

The consent agen-
da was approved with 
Zach Michels abstain-
ing. 

The general appro-
priations act to adopt 
the FY 2020-2021 bud-
get was approved with 
a no from Paul Cous-
ins and a no from Zach 

Michels.
Possible facilities 

ballot proposal for the 
November 4 election 
was discussed. Most 
seemed to think it was 
a bad idea to flip flop on 
City Hall and Fire Sta-
tion. Since Council just 
voted to remove it with 
the plan of revisiting af-
ter the new year.  

The next three dis-
cussion topics were re-
garding the fire station 
project.  Jim Smith just 
wanted updates since 
he hadn’t received in-
formation in a few 
months. It was deter-
mined that the city will 
work with David Gas-
sen to add in site ap-
proval with the process, 
so when the fire station 
does get on the bal-
lot, the ability to build 
will be expedited if ap-
proved.  The city will be 
moving forward with 
arranging the Fire Sta-
tion design Education 
Session with Ken New-
ell.  It’s just a matter of 
getting it scheduled.

The meeting 
wrapped up with com-
ments from the council.  
Zach Michels explained 
that he abstained from 
the consent agenda 
because included was 

a payment to his em-
ployer.  He voted no to 
the appropriations act 
because he felt more 
could be done to re-
duce expenses.  And he 
took issue with a com-
ment on the mayor’s 
report. Specifically, 2 
large signs with a poor 
interpretation of sign 
ordinance.  Council-
man Michels took issue 
because he felt the may-
or wrote it that way be-
cause he disagreed with 
the decision.  He also 
took issue because he 
does this sort of thing 
for a living and does a 
very good job of it.  He 
requested an apology 
from the mayor be-
cause he did not adhere 
to the council rules of 
conduct of discussion 
and debate. 

Councilman cous-
ins agreed that the 
rules of conduct for the 
council should not be 
violated.  

The mayor indicat-
ed that it may have been 
a misunderstanding 
and he did not intend it 
to sound that way.  I ex-
pect it will be addressed 
in a future meeting.  

The meeting closed 
without further council 
comment. 
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