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From: Robert 
Caplis, Marketing & 
Communications,The 
Encore Music Theatre 
Company

At 91 years-old 
and with credits that 
range from “West Side 
Story” and “Gypsy” to 
“Sweeney Todd” and 

“Simply 
Sondheim” honors 

Broadway’s 
greatest living 

composer
“Into The Woods” just 
to name a few, Stephen 
Sondheim remains 
one of Broadway’s 
most pivotal voices. 
This month, as part of 
their Back to Broad-
way Summer Concert 
Series, The Encore 
Musical Theatre Com-
pany honors Broad-
way’s greatest living 
composer with Simply 
Sondheim.

“The guy’s a ge-
nius,” said Simply 

The Dexter Forum 
Resumes In Person 

Meetings

Story and another photo on page 4. The 
Dexter Forum held their first in person 

meeting this past Saturday for the first time in 
over a year. 

Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski.

Pictured is Paula Palmer Burns, the new head coach of Dexter's 
Volleyball Program and her daughters: Gracie, Lily, Lana & Chloe. 

Photos Courtesy of Paula Palmer Burns.

By: Terry Jacoby
A few hours after 

Paula Palmer Burns 
was named head coach 
of the Dexter volley-
ball program she sent 
out an email to players, 
parents and support 
staff of the program. 
One of the messages 
was, “things will be get-
ting up to speed fast.” 
And if you know Palm-
er Burns, “fast” means 
foot to the pedal, fifth 
gear and full-speed 
ahead.

Whether she is 

PEDAL TO THE MEDAL - 
PAULA PALMER BURNS TAKES 
OVER DEXTER'S VOLLEYBALL 

PROGRAM
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From: Treemore 
Ecology and Land 
Services, Inc.

In June, 1991, Bar-
ry Lonik was elected 
to the board of trust-
ees for a nascent land 
conservancy in Washt-
enaw County called 
Potawatomi Commu-
nity Land Trust.  He 
had found his calling.  
A year later Barry was 
elected board presi-
dent and soon began 

LOCAL MAN 
MARKS 30 

YEARS IN LAND 
CONSERVATION

fundraising to create a 
part-time position for 
himself.  That later be-
came a full-time po-
sition and he led the 
organization—now 
called Legacy Land 
C ons er vanc y—for 
ten years, establish-
ing it as a respected, 
sustaining nonprofit 
organization based in 
Ann Arbor.

During the latter 
part of his tenure with 

the conservancy, Bar-
ry also led the charge 
to promote public 
funding for the pur-
chase of natural areas 
as preserves and con-
servation easements 
on farmland.  In the 
succeeding years, 
proposals to estab-
lish dedicated fund-
ing have been passed 
with overwhelming 
support by voters in 
Washtenaw County, 
the City of Ann Arbor 
and three townships 
(Ann Arbor, Scio and 
Webster) a total of ten 
times.  To date over 
$200 million of public 
funds have been com-
mitted to protect open 
space and agricultural 
land in the county.  

Barry currently 
operates his consult-
ing firm Treemore 
Ecology and Land 
Services, and staffs 
the three funded 
township programs.  
He is responsible for 
the protection of 110 
properties totalling 
over 7,700 acres over 
the last three decades.  

Of all that Barry is 
most proud of pro-
tecting the 478 acre 
centennial farm of 
Howard and Kelven 
Braun on the border 
of the City of Saline, 
the 286 acre centenni-
al farm of Charles and 
Catherine Braun farm 
in Ann Arbor Town-
ship and the sesqui-
centennial 160 acre 

Aprill farm in Scio 
Township as well as 
helping to establish a 
half dozen farms that 
are producing fresh 
fruit, vegetables and 
meat on the edge of 
Ann Arbor.

Barry lives on a 
two acre property 
west of Dexter dubbed 
“Rancho Tranquili-
co” where he grows 

most of his fruits and 
vegetables and has 
installed a prairie 
on half of it.  He also 
hosts musical events 
in his 130 year old 
barn in the Summer 
(30 this year!) and 
loves to hike, swim, 
sail, ski, run and bike 
the woods, waters and 
backroads near his 
home.
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Dear Tracy,
When my home 

went on the market as 
a For Sale By Owner, 
we received multiple 
offers. It was exciting 
to see so many good 
offers and we ulti-
mately accepted an 
offer at $23,000 over 
the asking price!  The 
appraisal just came in 
low, at $10,000 under 
the agreed upon sale 
price.  Do we have to 
lower the sale price to 
the appraised value?

Missy R.

Ask Tracy
YOUR REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS

Oh No, Your Appraisal 
Came in Low!
Dear Missy,
Your situation is 

not uncommon at 
this time with avail-
able housing at a crit-
ically low stage.  Cur-
rently, when a home 
hits the market and 
is priced right, re-
quests for showings 
begin immediately 
and multiple offers 
are quickly presented.  
Usually the offers are 
at and above the listed 
price.  When buyers 
make offers signifi-

cantly above the ask-
ing price, there is a 
risk that the appraisal 
will come in low, be-
low the agreed upon 
sale price on the con-
tract.

When you accept-
ed the offer above the 
asking price, did the 
sales contract con-
tain a clause that ad-
dressed a potential 
appraisal shortfall?    If 
so, the clause should 
have clarified that the 
buyer will cover some 
or all of a potential 

appraisal shortfall.
If your sales con-

tract does not contain 
this clause, depend-
ing on the language 
and contingencies in 
your sales contract, 
you may have these 
choices:

1) The buyers may 
elect to proceed with 
the sale as written 
and will purchase the 
property, which will 
require them to cover 
the appraisal short-
fall.

2) The buyers 

may request that you 
lower the price to the 
appraised value. You 
may decline to do so 
and put your home 
back on the market.

3) You and the 
buyer may re-negoti-
ate and agree to meet 
somewhere in be-
tween the appraised 
value and the sale 
price.

In this hot mar-
ket, it is important 
to have the language 
in your sale contract, 
upon execution, that 

covers an appraisal 
shortfall.  A good lo-
cal realtor will be able 
to help you navigate 
through this compli-
cated market to en-
sure your bottom-line 
is protected for a va-
riety of complex deal 
points.  Although 
selling by owner may 
seem like a good idea, 
if your contract is 
missing critical claus-
es, such as an apprais-
al guarantee, selling 
by owner may erode 
your bottom-line.

The information 
provided in this ar-
ticle does not, and is 
not intended to, con-
stitute legal advice; 
instead, all informa-
tion and content are 
for general informa-
tional purposes only.  

Tracy Rose is an 
Associate Broker 
with over 30 years of 
residential and com-
mercial Real Estate 
experience.  Do you 
have a question about 
Real Estate?  Send it 
to Tracy at ask@tra-
cyrose.net.

Pictured is Mathew B of Chelsea, one of the 
recipients of this year’s scholarship, holding 
up his check from American 1 Credit Union. 

Mathew was one of 10 recent high school 
graduates from southern Michigan to be 

awarded.

American 1 
Credit Awards 
Scholarships 

to Graduating 
Seniors

From: Janelle Merritt, 
VP of Community 
Partnerships, Ameri-
can 1 Credit Union

American 1 Credit 
Union recently award-
ed 10 need-based 
scholarships of $1,000 
each to graduating 
high school seniors 
from southern Michi-
gan.

The awards are part 
of American 1’s annual 
Community Involve-
ment Scholarship Pro-
gram. The scholarship 
application focused on 
why the student need-
ed the scholarship and 
how receiving an edu-
cation would support 
them in changing their 
life – while also posi-

tively impacting their 
community.

Each student ap-
plicant submitted an 
essay explaining their 
financial need for the 
scholarship and dis-
cussing how educa-
tion will help improve 
their personal life and 
community. The schol-
arships are funded 
through American 1’s 
Skip-a-Pay program, 
where credit union 
members can choose 
to skip one month’s 
loan payment for $25. 
A portion of the $25 
fee is then used to fund 
the scholarship pro-
gram.

“It’s so important 
to recognize students 

not only for their ac-
ademics, but also for 
their hard work and 
dedication outside the 
classroom,” said Mi-
chelle Pittenger, Part-
ner Event Specialist 
at American 1. “I’m 
honored to be part of 
a company that ac-
knowledges the hard 
work of communi-
ty members and am 
pleased to announce 
we have officially ex-
ceeded the $200,000 
mark in awarding 
scholarships.”

The 2021 Ameri-
can 1 Community In-
volvement Scholarship 
winners are:
• Suzanne B. – 
Columbia Central 
High School
• Sarah G. – Grass 
Lake High School
• Amber S. – Camden-
Frontier High School
• Jocelyn M. – Jackson 
High School
• Julian M. – Dexter 
High School
• Ben P. – Jackson 
Preparatory and Early 
College
• Lauren H. – 
Hanover-Horton High 
School
• Mathew B. – Chelsea 
High School
• Amber H. – 
Napoleon High School
• Drew S. – Hanover-
Horton High School

Sondheim director and 
Encore Artistic Direc-
tor Dan Cooney. “He 
really is one of a kind. 
No other composer has 
produced the breadth 
of work that Sondheim 
has. Maybe we’ll see 
that with Lin-Manual 
Miranda (Hamilton), 
but that remains to be 
seen.”

Stephen Sondheim 
grew up under the 
guidance of Golden 
Age composer Oscar 
Hammerstein, who 
served as a surrogate 
father after Sondheim’s 
own father abandoned 
the family. Cooney 
adds that, through 
Hammerstein, Sond-
heim “learned the 
rules of the form; 
through his own ge-
nius, he played with 
those rules, bent them, 
and created something 
new for composers to 
emulate.” The lyrical 

“Simply Sondheim” 
honors Broadway’s 

greatest living composer
complexity of Ham-
ilton is already famil-
iar to anyone who has 
ever heard Sondheim’s 
“patter songs” like 
“Getting Married To-
day” (Company) or “A 
Little Priest” (Sweeney 
Todd), both of which 
are featured in The En-
core production.

“Simply Sond-
heim” features Broad-
way actress Jessica 
Grové (Thoroughly 
Modern Mille, Les 
Misérables) along with 
Encore mainstays Da-
vid Moan, Sarah Ste-
vens, and Chris Joseph.

On Broadway, 
Grové sung Sondheim 
in “Sunday In The Park 
With George” and “A 
Little Night Music,” 
a show known for 
its much-performed 
“Send In The Clowns.” 
Grové, who also ap-
peared in a benefit 
reading of the nev-
er-before-stage Eve-

ning Primrose also 
believes Sondheim “re-
invented the America 
musical.”

“Steve writes for 
the actor,” she adds. 
“It’s fully formed and 
complex. If you can 
master Sondheim, you 
can perform musical 
theatre.”

As The Encore re-
sumes productions, 
Cooney adds, “We are 
doing these concerts 
to highlight the com-
plexity and beauty 
found his catalog like 
‘Finishing The Hat,’ 
‘Being Alive,’ ‘Anyone 
Can Whistle,’ and the 
absolutely stunning 
‘Sunday.’

Simply Sondheim 
runs June 24-26 at The 
Encore Musical The-
atre Company in Dex-
ter, Michigan. Ticket 
information and per-
formance schedule 
can be found at: theen-
coretheatre.org.
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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 ➢ continued from page 1
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Karl Fink and John Hansen moderate the 
forum in the first in person meeting in over a 

year. 

From the ashes a 
fire shall be woken,

A light from the 
shadows shall spring;

Renewed shall be 
blade that was broken,

The crownless again 
shall be king.”

- J.R.R. Tolkien, 
The Fellowship of the 
Ring.

This morning I 
drove to the first in 
person forum meeting 
in what felt like forev-
er.  There were Zooms 
every other Saturday, 
but over Zoom, some-
thing is lost in trans-
lation.  The friendly 
comradery and the 
dad jokes weren’t as 
readily available over 
Zoom.  Saturday, the 
forum met at a new 
venu, with more space 
and more air circula-
tion.  It felt more like a 
brainstorming session 

The Dexter Forum Resumes In Person Meetings

than a way for neigh-
bors to share what 
is happening within 
the community, as it 
is normally.  Diverse 
opinions, respectful 
of their neighbors and 
friends, a little gem in 
this political environ-
ment.  

The meeting 
opened with a heart-
felt thank you to all the 
first responders who 
sustained us through 
this nightmare, police, 
fire, emt, drs, nurses, 
grocery store employ-
ees, and postal service 
workers.  The room 
seemed to collective-
ly nod our heads in 
disbelief of what we’d 
survived.  Someone 
noted that just over a 
year ago, if a person 
claimed 600,000 of us 
would die and we’d be 
celebrating Juneteenth 
as a National Holiday, 
we would laugh at the 
absurdity.  But there 

we sat on Juneteenth, 
alive and grateful.  I 
could not help but 
smile.  

The township trash 
issue was on the agen-
da.  The issue seems to 
be stemming from a 
driver shortage.  But, 
we also discussed re-
cycling when a county 
commissioner offered 
that he had proof his 
recycling was going 
into the dump like his 
other trash.  There is 
a soft market for recy-
clables and the bottom 
line is always going 
to be the bottom line.  
While the forum didn’t 
have the quick easy 
solution, it was noted 
that Dexter does now 
have a zero waste store.  
Bee Joyful is a place 
the consumer can shop 
to create less waste.  
Western Washtenaw 
Recycling Authority 
does have markets for 
the recyclables they 
collect.  It was not-
ed that the consum-
ers can also attempt 
to purchase materials 
made with recycled 
products.  No immedi-
ate solutions but small 
steps we can all take to 
improve the situation, 
long term.   Brain-
storming and open 
conversations about 
an issue, with a variety 
of input and opinions 
feels productive and 
useful even without 
quick easy solutions.  

We learned that 
Miller Rd. is open 
again, but the signs will 
remain in place until 
the company contract-
ed to place them gets 

contracted to place 
them somewhere else; 
it’s more economical 
than removing and 
storing them.  

There are two open 
seats on the Dexter 
Board of Education.  
Board President Ju-
lie Schumaker has re-
signed her position so 
she and her husband 
can move. Daryl Kip-
ke, Board Secretary, 
has also resigned.  The 
City Council is trying 
to fill it’s vacant posi-
tion as well.  

The discussion on 
the labor shortage re-
sumed.  No exact cause 
was determined, but 
the question of laziness 
and lack of motivation 
was raised.  A dad joke 
made us laugh.  There 
is a help wanted sign 
for, “heavy truck driv-
ers,” which seems to be 
permanent.  The ques-
tion was raised, how 
heavy does one need to 
be?  Others pointed out 
that if a person worked 
a summer job and 
didn’t drink or gamble 
away their earnings, 
that money could sup-
port two semesters at a 
University.  As a class 
of 2000 graduate of the 
University of Michi-
gan, that idea is un-
imaginable to me.  A 
summer job would pay 
for books and clothing 
for a school year but 
not much beyond that.  
I just finished paying 
off my student loans 
after years of working 
to do it. I also worked 
the entire time I at-
tended school, to cov-
er housing and food.  It 

is a different world and 
now, after Covid, we 
are entering a whole 
new one. I guess we'll 
just sit back and watch 
as it unfolds.  I’m cer-
tainly grateful to have 
the wisdom and diver-
sity of opinions of the 
Dexter Forum  to ob-
serve with.  

If you’re interested 
in joining the next in 
person meeting of the 
forum, it will be July 3, 
2021 at 8:30am at the 
Dexter United Meth-
odist Church. If you 
are vaccinated, there 
is no need to wear a 
mask.  But if you pre-
fer, feel free.
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From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing

The American In-
dependent Business 
Alliance (AMIBA) pro-
motes Independents 
Week beginning with 
the 4th of July through 
July 10  to unite local 
independent business-
es “Indie Locals” and 
citizens in celebration 
of the entrepreneurial 
spirit and freedom our 
local businesses em-

#shopchelseamich Independents 
“Red, White & Blue Window Wars”

body. 
The #shopchelsea-

mich independent mer-
chants will be dressing 
up their windowfronts 
in celebration of IN-
DEPENDENTS! And 
you will have a chance 
to participate by voting 
for the storefront that 
most effectively dis-
plays: 
Best use of color
Best alignment with 
the theme (Red, White 

& Blue)
Most imaginative  

Voting begins on 
July 4 and runs through 
July 10. You can go to 
the shopchelseamich 
website to see who is 
participating and cast 
your vote!  

Chelsea’s Indie 
Locals are excited for 
summer to begin in 
earnest. There are signs 
of re-opening and a 
bit of normalcy with 
the re-emergence of 
Sounds & Sights on 
Thursday Nights and 
SculptureWalk. The an-
ticipation is building! 

You can show lo-
cal love by purchasing 

everyday items, cloth-
ing, gifts for yourself or 
someone near and dear 
to you. Stop for a tasty 
meal, your favorite cof-
fee brew, or refreshing 
beverage - Chelsea has 
a lot to offer. By spend-
ing locally, you are 
investing in Chelsea, 
helping to maintain a 
business sector that in 
turn contributes to the 
local economy. 

AMIBA’s Multipli-
er Effect of Local In-
dependent Businesses, 
states that on average, 
48 percent of each pur-
chase at local inde-
pendent businesses is 
recirculated locally, 

compared to less than 
14 percent of purchas-
es at chain stores. As 
the primary customer, 
residents are integral to 
sustaining these inde-
pendent businesses that 
help define a communi-
ty and contribute to its 
sense of place.

True North Jerky 
became a #shopchel-
seamich member to 
increase awareness of 
their smokehouse, meat 
shop, and specialty 
foods store. “We are lo-
cated east of downtown 
on Old US 12, with a 
different traffic pattern 
than some of the stores 
located either down-

town or south of Old 
US12, shared co-owner, 
Courtney Heller.  “We 
wanted to take advan-
tage of the opportunity 
for additional visibility 
and to be part of the 
#scm team”. 

 The #shopchelsea-
mich members invite 
everyone to help cele-
brate by participating 
in The Red, White & 
Blue Window Wars 
starting July 4 through 
July 10. 

Follow us on Face-
book @shopchelseam-
ich, Instagram @shop-
chelseamichigan, and 
visit our website, www.
shopchelseamich.com.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
president of the Dex-
ter Area Chamber of 
Commerce, running 
Palmer Insurance, 
coaching the Team De-
troit Volleyball Club or 
“playing” mom to four 
amazing young ladies, 
Palmer Burns is ALL 
IN. She will set, dig and 
spike the Dreadnaughts 
to another level – and 
this program has been 
at a pretty high level for 
the last several years. 

Needless to say – 

PEDAL TO THE MEDAL - PAULA PALMER BURNS 
TAKES OVER DEXTER'S VOLLEYBALL PROGRAM

and not surprising if 
you know her – Palmer 
Burns is pretty pumped 
up for this “special and 
exciting” opportunity. 

“I am so excited to 
continue to build on 
this amazing founda-
tion in  our  program,” 
she says.  “I am look-
ing forward to the new 
challenge of moving to 
the SEC Red Division 
for our athletes. Coach-
ing is the most reward-
ing ‘job’ I have ever had. 
I love being part of the 

big and small moments 
that shape someone's 
journey - in sports, but 
also in everything that 
applies in  our futures. 
There are learning the 
skills needed, realiz-
ing  the significance of 
effort and intention, 
finding lessons in vic-
tories and losses, go-
ing beyond  what you 
thought was possible, 
being inspired to reach 
for more than what 
you've already accom-
plished.”

Yeah, she is clear-
ly pumped up! And it 
sounds like she won’t 
have any trouble getting 
her players pumped up. 

“I absolutely be-
lieve that through in-
spiration, dedication, 
and perseverance that 
anything is possible, 
and I want to share that 

with the athletes that 
are part of our pro-
gram,” she said. 

Palmer Burns, 45, 
played volleyball for 
Dexter High School 
(1990-93) and helped 
lead the team to a few 
District titles. She start-
ed coaching the sport 
she loves right after col-
lege. She has coached 
with several clubs (12U, 
14U, and 16U levels) 
and coached the Dexter 
JV team for the last six 
years. And she current-
ly coaches a national 
team at Team Detroit 
Volleyball Club.

“I believe that team 
sports have the oppor-
tunity to support, train, 
and nurture athletes 
into well-rounded, 
good humans that are 
leaders and role mod-
els,” she says. 

So, we know the 
answer to “why here,” 
but why now?

“Ideally, I was hop-
ing to wait at least an-
other year,” she says. 
“Then my non-volley-
ball kid - who plays 
field hockey during 
the same season - 
would  have graduat-
ed and eliminated one 
conflicting schedule in 
our household. I also 
loved coaching with 
both D'Ann Dunn and 
Liz Melvin.  I am so 
proud of the program 
and culture that I have 
been part of through 
both their tenures here. 
I was always hoping 
to  return to a varsi-
ty position and grateful 
for this opportunity at 
Dexter.”

The non-volleyball 
“kid” is Gracie, who 

will be a senior this 
year and helped lead 
Dexter to a state title 
in field hockey. She al-
ready has accepted an 
offer to play field hock-
ey at Michigan State.

The rest of Palmer 
Burn’s roster includes 
twins Lily and Lana 
(sophomores next year 
at DHS) and Chloe 
(who will be in eighth 
grade). The three all 
play volleyball – just 
like their mom did.

“I fell in love with 
volleyball in seventh 
grade,” she says. “I was 
beyond blessed to share 
the love of the game 
with my sister who 
coached in the Tra-
verse City area and I 
strive every day to have 
a positive influence in 
my player’s lives as she 
did.”

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
DOG WALKERS, “LOVE BOAT,” LOUD 

MUFFLERS AND RECUPERATION

It’s been three 
weeks and two days 
since I jumped off the 
roof of my shed. Be-
cause of my lack of 
judgment, I fractured 
my tibia just below the 
knee, partially tore my 
calf muscle, injured 
my heel and somehow 
cracked a rib.

I know, I know, I 
know, believe me, I 
KNOW, I’m an idiot. 
Trust me, I’ve heard 
that sentiment over 
and over from friends, 
family and work col-
leagues these past few 
weeks. I swear, even 
my neighbor’s dog, 
who used to be my 
good bud, is giving me 
the side eye and shak-
ing its head back and 
forth in a “How could 
you? You disgust me” 
type of way.

Because of my 
thoughtlessness I’ve 
been off work and 
couch-ridden ever 
since. I just heard today 
from my orthopedic 
doctor that he wants 
me to continue to stay 

off my leg for another 
FOUR WEEKS.

I can’t do it.
There is no way I 

will mentally survive 
four more weeks of 
sitting on my couch. 
A man can only watch 
TV and surf the Inter-
net so much before he 
goes stir crazy. I live on 
a corner of a somewhat 
busy residential street 
and if I see from my 
couch one more truck 
pulling a camper or a 
Jeep with a kayak on 
top going someplace 
outdoorsy and fun, I’m 
going to scream.

Life just ain’t fair, 
is it?

I despise being 
stuck indoors unable 
to do anything. Just 
brushing my teeth is 
an entire ordeal. When 
you’re hobbling around 
on crutches banging 
into tables, walls and 
doors and trying to 
maneuver in a tight 
and tiny bathroom, 
brushing one’s teeth 
takes on a whole new 
meaning. Grabbing 
the toothpaste from 
the medicine cabinet, 
squeezing a glob onto 
my toothbrush, put-
ting the cap back on, 
balancing on one foot, 
steadying myself on 
my crutches and final-
ly brushing my teeth 
takes quite an effort. 
Once I finish brushing, 
rinsing, putting every-
thing back in its prop-

er place and hobbling 
back to the couch or to 
bed, I’m drenched in 
sweat and exhausted. 
And that’s just brush-
ing my teeth. Don’t 
even get me started on 
preparing meals or go-
ing out to get my mail.

Four more weeks of 
this? No thank you.

However, since 
I’ve been cooped up in 
my house and on my 
couch, I’ve had a front 
row seat to all the ac-
tivity that I otherwise 
have missed all these 
years when I was a 
working man.

A few observations.
People sure are 

creatures of habit.
I live near rail-

road tracks and over 
the years I’ve learned 
the times to expect 
the trains each night. 
They’re on a pretty 
tight schedule. How-
ever, the trains have 
nothing on my neigh-
borhood’s dog walk-
ers. Wow, these peo-
ple make Seal Team 6 

look undisciplined and 
sloppy. I swear, I can 
set my clocks by these 
faithful dog walkers. 
There’s about seven of 
them in my neighbor-
hood who pass by my 
house every evening at 
the same time without 
fail. After three weeks, 
I’ve even begun to no-
tice subtle differences 
in some of the walkers’ 
and dogs’ attire.

“Oh, the blonde 
with the ponytail went 
with the neon pink 
sneakers today instead 
of her usual bright 
red Chuck Taylor’s — 
nice choice. I see   the 
sweet-looking Husky is 
wearing a blue bandana 
around its neck today 
— must’ve been feeling 
frisky today. And the 
older lady with her tiny 
dog has her fanny pack 
on backward today in-
stead of sporting it up 
front.”

People don’t know 
how to take care of 
their vehicles.

I don’t know about 

your neighborhood, 
but in mine, since I’ve 
been cooped up on 
the couch these past 
few weeks, much to 
my chagrin, I’ve no-
ticed the same people, 
driving the same ve-
hicles, need mufflers. 
Why don’t these people 
ever get their vehicles 
fixed? When you’ve 
gone through a two-
week pay period and 
you still need a muf-
fler, something ain’t 
right. Do these peo-
ple like the attention 
a loud exhaust system 
provides for them? Is 
that why they don’t get 
their vehicle fixed? As 
a driver, I can’t imag-
ine constantly hearing 
that noise everywhere 
I went. Maybe these 
people wear ear plugs? 
I can see having a loud 
muffler being “cool” for 
a bit, but after awhile 
doesn’t it even an-
noy the driver or their 
passengers? It’s to the 
point after three weeks 
on the couch that I ac-
tually recognize each 
loud vehicle’s sound. 
Please, for the sake 
of all things peaceful, 
take the time and effort 
and fix your vehicle. 
The neighborhood will 
thank you.

There really isn’t 
a lot of good TV any-
more.

Yes, I so have a 
crush on Katie from 
“TMZ” fame, but af-

ter three weeks of re-
ligiously watching 
that entertainment 
show, I think I’d rath-
er get a lobotomy. Or 
pound a nail through 
my thumb. Or have a 
car run over my bare 
foot. You get the idea. 
Watching “TMZ” for 
three straight weeks 
is like eating a box of 
ice cream sandwiches. 
It’s fun, enjoyable and 
yummy while you’re in 
the midst of it, but once 
you’re done you ask 
yourself why you did it 
and question your san-
ity and ability to make 
good choices. When 
sitting through reruns 
of “Love Boat” and 
“The King of Queens” 
is the best of your TV 
watching schedule, 
you know the current 
shows aren’t very good.

Four more weeks of 
this? Four more weeks 
of sitting on the couch 
recuperating my leg?

No thank you.
Can a person still 

get a lobotomy? Can 
you get one at CVS, by 
chance? Anyone know?

I can’t take this.
I’m going crazy.
Bright ORANGE 

sneakers? How many 
pairs of tennis shoes 
does this ponytail 
blonde have?

Let the parade of 
dog-walkers begin.

I so need to get off 
this couch...

Since being couch-ridden for the past three 
weeks, the best shows this columnist has 

watched on TV are old “Love Boat” reruns.
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From: Matt 
Pegouskie

Healthy Towns 
Foundation (5HF), 
whose mission is to 

Welcome Stephen Petty as 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation new CEO

cultivate improve-
ments in personal and 
community wellness 
in Chelsea, Dexter, 
Grass Lake, Manches-
ter and Stockbridge 
Michigan, is pleased 
to announce Stephen 
D. Petty as the new 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer of 5HF.  Steve will 
join the Foundation in 
mid-July as the succes-

sor of Amy Heydlauff 
who is retiring from 
that position after 12 
years.  

Steve has held nu-
merous positions over 
the last 15 years at the 
Ann Arbor YMCA, 
most recently as Vice 
President of Healthy 
Living & Social Re-
sponsibility.  His re-
sponsibilities includ-
ed oversight of health 
& wellness programs 
and facilities, aquatics, 
youth sports & camps, 
teen programming, 
c om mu n i t y - b a s e d 
programming, dance 
and arts.  Steve also 
provided leadership 
to health management 
initiatives, developing 
referral systems and 
community partner-
ships to advance health 
intervention programs 
such as Livestrong, Di-

abetes Prevention Pro-
gram, Moving for Bet-
ter Balance, Enhance 
Fitness, Pedaling for 
Parkinson’s and Blood 
Pressure Self-Moni-
toring.  Steve brings 
experience building 
authentic collabora-
tions to better meet 
the needs of members, 
patrons and commu-
nity partners.  

Patrick Conlin, 
current Chair of the 5 

Healthy Towns Board 
of Directors and mem-
ber of the CEO search 
committee stated, 
“Steve’s experience at 
the YMCA and his nat-
ural skills as a leader 
make him an excellent 
CEO choice to balance 
internal management 
responsibilities with 
the external visibility 
that is vital to achiev-
ing the strategic goals 
of 5 Healthy Towns.”

Steve earned his 
BA (Hons) in Media 
and Cultural Stud-
ies at University of 
Manchester, England 
and holds certificates 
in Content Strategy 
(Northwestern Uni-
versity) and Business 
Strategy (University of 
Virginia). Steve lives 
in Dexter, MI with his 
wife Gemma, and two 
children, Lochlan and 
Georgiana.
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By: Terry Jacoby
While it’s a short trip 

to Ann Arbor, it’s a chal-
lenging and oftentimes 
difficult journey to the 
University of Michigan 
– one that requires hard 
work, commitment and 
incredible dedication. 
Dexter’s Charlotte Haw-
ley danced her way to 
U-M, but landing a spot 
on one of the best dance 
teams in the country 
was another amazing 

Dexter’s Charlotte Hawley pencils 
Michigan into her dance card  

Photos Courtesy of Charlotte Hawley

accomplishment earned 
through years of hard 
work, commitment and 
incredible dedication.

Charlotte, the 
daughter of Sarah and 
Kevin Hawley, has been 
dancing for as long 
as she can remember. 
“My parents put me 
in classes when I was 
very young, about two 
or three, and little did 
they know I would fall 
in love with it,” she says. 

“My interest increased 
as I got older, and I end-
ed up taking more and 
more classes each year. 
I think I truly realized 
my love of dance when 
I was able to perform 
with my studio at com-
petitions on stage.”

Dancing at such an 
elite level requires a ma-
jor time commitment 
and dedication. Hawley 
says she dances almost 
every day. 

“We focus on im-
proving technique and 
skills as well as build-
ing strength,” she says. 
“There is nothing else 
required of us to be on 
the dance team but I 
think everyone does 
exercises on their own. 
For me, I like to run to 
improve stamina as well 
as strength training at 

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

The past several 
Dexter Forum Zooms, 
I came to know a few 
familiar faces; Thomas 
Morris and his son Da-
vid Morris. Through the 
forum, I learned the fa-
ther and son team have 
partnered to start a new 
business  here in Dex-
ter: Morris and Morris 
PLLC.   They are locat-
ed at 3258 Broad Street, 
Suite 2, above Fink Law.  

I met Thomas at the 
first in person meeting 
of the Dexter Forum.   
Given that he and his 
son just opened a busi-
ness in Dexter and 
I’ve been focusing on 
spotlighting business 
during Covid, I figured 
I should learn a bit more 
about the firm and give 
them a warm welcome 
to the community.  

As I was doing a lit-
tle background research 
to prepare for the inter-
view, I found Thomas 
Morris listed on a web-
site called Super Law-
yers. “Super Lawyers is 
a rating service of out-
standing lawyers from 
more than 70 practice 
areas who have attained 
a high-degree of peer 
recognition and pro-

New Law Firm in Town

fessional achievement. 
The patented selection 
process includes inde-
pendent research, peer 
nominations and peer 
evaluations.” Thomas is 
listed as specializing in 
bankruptcy, banking, 
business/corporate and 
real estate.  He explains 
that he’s been practic-
ing for thirty five years 
so he’s competent to do 
it all.  However, in the 
field of bankruptcy he 
writes scholarly articles 
and provides expert tes-
timony when needed.  
His partner, and son 
David, is a 2019 No-
tre Dame graduate and 
specializes in insurance 
defense litigation.  He 
defends lawsuits.  Both 
are very experienced in 
litigation.  

I asked Thomas 
how he selected Dex-
ter.  He explained that 
he graduated from U 
of M Law School and 
upon graduating, took 
a job in Southfield and 
settled in Farmington 
Hills. He was ready to 
make the move back 
to Ann Arbor. He was 
attracted to the parks 
and river in Dexter.   He 
wanted to be in this 
area to be closer to his 
grandchildren and have 

a little more rural char-
acter than Farmington 
Hills offered.  His old-
est son is a part of H.F. 
Software Solutions that 
moved to Dexter from 
Ann Arbor this Spring.  
His daughter-in-law is a 
resident at U of M hos-
pital so Dexter provides 
close proximity to fam-
ily.  

I wanted to know 
how he was enjoying 
Dexter so far. Thomas 
explained that wheth-
er he cycles or drives 
a car he has the pretti-
est commute  to work.  
There is definitely more 
nature  and charm to 
Dexter than the con-
crete suburban sprawl 
of Farmington Hills.  
He noted that as a stu-
dent in law school, his 
favorite place to cycle 
was on Huron River 
Drive, now he is living 
on the road.  

Thomas has rep-
resented clients from 
Washtenaw County 
for years.  He is ex-
cited to be accepting 
new clients.  He helps 
small businesses or 
people who own small 
businesses in trouble. 
Sometimes a business 
owner can find them-
selves in a rat's nest of 

home to help me with 
turns, jumps, and other 
technical skills.”

Hawley, 18, has 
been a member of the 
Dexter High School 
dance team for the last 
four years. And what 
a great four years they 
have been, capped off by 
a brilliant senior season.

Dexter placed ninth 
overall in the UDA Vir-
tual Nationals this year. 

“Overall, we had a 
very successful season,” 
Hawley said. “We were 
able to participate in a 
virtual competition as 
well as one in-person 
along with the virtu-
al nationals. Although 
this year was nothing 
like any other season 
before, I think that we 
overcame the challenges 
and ended up with one 

of the best seasons yet.”
Looking back, Haw-

ley is proud of what the 
Dreadnaughts achieved 
during her four years 
dancing with Dexter. 
The team advanced to 
the semifinals at nation-
als all four years and 
also placed first several 
times in the University 
of Michigan dance com-
petition.

“What I am most 
proud of is the growth 
that this team has 
demonstrated over the 
past four years,” she 
says. “It is truly amaz-

ing. Being a part of this 
team will always be one 
of my favorite mem-
ories in high school. I 
don't really know how 
to describe what it is 
like to be a member on 
this team other than in-
credibly impactful. Our 
bond is amazing and I 
love these girls with my 
whole heart, they are 
truly my best friends.”

Hawley approaches 
the day the same way 
with the same goal. 
“My goal is to work 
hard every day and see 
improvement at every 
competition,” she says. 

That hard work and 
improvement paid off as 
the Wolverines will now 
be her dance partner for 
the next four years.  

financial trouble.  He 
helps untangle  the 
nest.  I wanted to know 
if he helps new small 
businesses start so they 
can avoid the head-
ache of a rats nest.  He 
does.  So if you’re feel-
ing overwhelmed with 
financial issues trying 

to keep your business 
afloat,Thomas can show 
you the options avail-
able and help you not 
feel so overwhelmed.  If 
you’re starting a busi-
ness but are leery due to 
fear, Thomas can help 
you find the right path 
and prevent future en-

tanglements that could 
potentially sink you.

If you think you 
might need the services  
of Morris and Morris  
Attorneys P.L.L.C,  their 
information is available 
here: http://morrispllc.
com/.   Or you can call  
248-884-1330. 

Thomas & David Morris. Photo Courtesy of Thomas Morris.
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