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Interview with Eli Savit: 
Candidate for Washtenaw 

County Prosecutor

In an effort to 
continue to provide 
local voters with in-
formation regarding 
candidates, especially 
during COVID-19, I 
interviewed Eli Sav-
it, who is running for 
Washtenaw County 

Prosecutor.  Eli is one 
of three candidates in 
the race.  He is also the 
only candidate to run 
prior to Brian Mack-
ie announcing his re-
tirement. Two weeks 
after Eli announced 
his candidacy, Brian 
announced his retire-
ment.  

I started with Eli’s 
why.  He stated he ful-
ly intended to chal-
lenge Brian Mackie.  
“I decide to run fun-
damentally, the justice 
system needs reform.”  
Eli discussed the mass 
incarceration rate and 
the divide in the jus-

On Monday June 
15th, The Dexter City 
Council hosted a spe-
cial meeting to pass an 
emergency ordinance 
aimed at helping busi-
nesses survive the pan-
demic.  The real reason 
for the meeting was to 
decide whether or not 
to approve parklets for 
local businesses.  Ac-
cording to Wikipedia, 
a parklet is a sidewalk 
extension that provides 
more space and ame-
nities for people using 
the street.  The goal of 
the emergency ordi-
nance would be to pro-

Dexter Council 
Approves Emergency 
Ordinance to Mitigate 
Impact of Sars COV-2 

Pandemic
vide shops and restau-
rants with outdoor 
space to conduct busi-
ness so people can feel 
safe while patronizing 
local establishments.  

Both Phil Mekas 
and Kathrine Becken 
spoke in support of the 
idea during the public 
comments period.  Phil 
spoke to local business-
es to find out what they 
would want or need, 
and did not find any 
businesses opposed to 
the idea.  Katherine 
stated that her yard is 
often used for park-
ing when downtown is 
busy and she even sup-
ports the idea.  

Michelle Aniol, 
Community Develop-
ment Manager of Dex-
ter, was tasked with 
collecting information 
and data to determine 
if parklets were pos-
sible and how to pro-
ceed.   She stated that 
she had staff searching 
for answers to three 
questions: liability is-
sues, who pays for the 
barricades, and ADA 
requirements.  

It was determined 
that a retail space 
would need a mini-
mum of 2 spaces and 
a restaurant would 
need a minimum of 
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 ➢ continued from page 1
three spaces.  The risk 
is covered by current 
insurance, provided 
that they are not gross-
ly negligent.   It was 
determined that water 
well barricades would 
be sufficient for the ar-
eas.  Parklets must be 
ADA compliant.  

Different business-
es put in requests and 
their needs were iden-
tified.  Michelle stated 
the city would need 172 
feet of a barrier at a cost 
of $35 per day. The to-
tal cost would be about 
four thousand and she 
believes the city or the 
DDA or some com-
bination would cov-

Dexter Council 
Approves 

Emergency 
Ordinance to 

Mitigate Impact 
of Sars COV-2 

Pandemic
er the cost.   Michelle 
also identified ways to 
beautify the space: in-
cluding planters and 
potentially banners.    
Planters could be do-
nated by local busi-
nesses with recogni-
tion of the sponsorship 
on banners.  Banners 
would be provided by 
the business itself.  

The parklets would 
last sixty days with the 
possibility of renewing 
for another sixty.  That 
would put the end of 
parklets at the end of 
October, which would 
hopefully be long 
enough.  However, in 
the unfortunate event 
that we are still suffer-

ing from the pandem-
ic, it would be a possi-
bility for the following 
summer.  In order for 
the ordinance to pass it 
would need ⅔ votes.  % 
out of 7 council mem-
bers must be in favor.  
Ultimately, the ordi-
nance passed.  

Michelle Aniol and 
the team are working 
on creating a permit, 
which she hopes will be 
available to local busi-
nesses by this Friday.   
The company provid-
ing the barriers seemed 
ready to go as soon as 
possible, so parklets 
should be downtown 
very soon. 
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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From Bobby Maldonado
St. Joseph Mercy 

Chelsea was named the 
second best hospital in 
the state of Michigan 
according to  News-
week’s  2020 World’s 
Best Hospitals list,  and 
the 58th  best hospital 
in the United States.

Hospitals are rated 
based on high-quality 
patient care, commit-
ment to patient safety, 
clinical resources, fam-
ily centeredness and 
other measures.

"To be recognized 
among the best hospi-
tals in the nation and in 
Michigan is an honor,” 
said Nancy Graebner, 
president of St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea.   “This 
ranking demonstrates 
the commitment of 
our physicians, nurses 
and medical support 

St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea named 

second best hospital in 
Michigan by Newsweek

colleagues to bring 
hope and healing to 
Chelsea-area residents.   
We are blessed to have 
such an experienced 
and dedicated group of 
caregivers devoted to 
providing world-class 
medicine, right here in 
our community."

Michigan Medi-
cine, the joint venture 
partner of St. Joe's 
Chelsea, was also rec-
ognized in Newsweek’s 
2020 World’s Best 
Hospitals list.   Mich-
igan Medicine hospi-
tals ranked No.15 in 
the world, No. 5 in the 
United States, and No. 1 
in Michigan.

The rankings are 
based on recommenda-
tions from medical pro-
fessionals, patient sur-
veys and key medical 
performance indica-
tors, including patient 
safety, readmission 
rates and staffing levels.

The World’s Best 
Hospitals 2020 analysis 
lists leading hospitals in 

21 countries, including 
the U.S., Canada, Ger-
many, France, United 
Kingdom, Italy, Spain, 
Switzerland, Nether-
lands, Sweden, Den-
mark, Norway, Finland, 
Israel, South Korea, Ja-
pan, Singapore, India, 
Thailand, Australia and 
Brazil.

A new and inde-
pendent global board of 
medical experts helped 
create this year’s list, ac-
cording to Newsweek.   
The board, chosen 
based on national and 
international expertise, 
is tasked with the con-
stant development of 
the quality and scope of 
the World’s Best Hospi-
tals Project.

  Newsweek has re-
ported on advances in 
medicine and science 
since its founding in 
1933.   For the last two 
years, the group has 
partnered with Statista 
Inc. to curate a ranking 
of the 100 best hospitals 
in the world.
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
DIGGING UP SHRUBS, EPIC BATTLES, 
OOMPA LOOMPAS AND BODY CASTS

Musings on a hot 
summer's day...

Is it even summer 
yet? 

I don't know, I'm 
too lazy to look it 
up. It certainly has 
felt like summer re-
cently. Even though 
my phone is two feet 
away from me as I 
type this and even 
though I'm staring at 
my computer screen 
right now, I simply 
don't have the ener-
gy to reach for my 
phone or to look up 
the information on 
my computer. 

Why, you ask? 
Of course, I'm 

well aware no one 
asked why, since no 
one reads my non-
sense, err, I mean, my 
column. But maybe, 
just maybe, there's 
one of you out there 
who asked why, so I'll 
quench your curiosi-
ty. 

The short answer 
-- I'm old. 

The long answer -- 
I spent four hours this 

What the end result looked like after this columnist dug up three shrubs last weekend.

This columnist's face is as orange as an Oompa Loompa's after 
spending four hours out in the sun digging up three shrubs last 

weekend.

past weekend digging 
out three huge shrubs 
in front of my house. I 
can barely move right 
now. I feel like I'm in 
one of those full body 
casts at the moment, 
unable to even raise 
my arms. 

It seemed so easy. 
Just dig up the three 
shrubs, no problem. 
All three were practi-
cally on their last legs 
anyhow. How hard 
could it be? First off, 
I never knew shrubs 
could fight back. 
With all the scratch-
es on my face and 
arms from the bare, 
dead and surprisingly 
sharp shrub branch-
es, it looks like I tus-

sled with a mountain 
lion -- and lost.

Thankfully, quite 
a few of the shrub 
branches were so 
brittle they broke off 
without much effort 
on my part. However, 
there were still quite 
a few stalwart, still 
very alive and kicking 
shrub branches that 
seemed to say to me, 
"Not today, buddy. 
We're not going down 
without a fight." 

Entering hour 
three of my "Shrub 
War I," I was be-
ginning to tire. All 
three shrubs were 
still standing, though 
one shrub was bro-
ken down to it's base 

or stump, if you will. 
The blazing sun was 
pounding me unmer-
cifully, while the cuts 
on my face and arms 
started attracting an-
noying gnats, flies 
and other insects. I 
was covered from 
head to toe in dirt. I 
looked like Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in 
the movie "Predator" 
when he covers his 
whole body in mud 
in an attempt to hide 
himself from the alien 
monster stalking him. 
Sweat poured down 
my face, stinging 
my eyes. The shrubs 
seemed to mock me. 

"You thought this 
was going to be easy, 
didn't you, sonny 
boy? Bring it on, old 
man." 

Armed with just 
a shovel, saw and 
mini-chain saw, I 
caught my second 
wind and dug down 
deep, literally and 
figuratively, to van-
quish my three shrub 
warriors. Afterward, 
I removed my sweat-
stained ball cap and 
bowed to a now piled 
high heap of branch-
es and shrub roots at 
the side of my street. 

The shrub warriors 
put up a strong and 
noble fight. I thanked 
them for beautifying 
my home and help-
ing protect it from 
the elements all these 
years. 

Sadly, it was time. 
My shrub trio had to 
be "retired." Hopeful-
ly, once my body re-
covers from the epic 
battle waged on my 
front lawn last week-
end, I can welcome 
new shrubs, plants 
and flowers to the 
spots once occupied 
by the noble, yet old 
and frail, shrub war-
riors. 

The new "kids" 
will have some big 
shoes, err, I mean, 
roots, to fill. 

I'm so sore. 

I have a sun-
burned, orange Oom-
pa Loompa face.

I have four more 
old, established 
shrubs on my house's 
southern border (I 
call them my south-
ern beds). I was able 
to clear the northern 
border (my north-
ern beds), but I hear 
the south is rising up 
and steadying itself 
for the coming storm. 
They witnessed what 
happened to their 
northern brethren. 
It'll be "Shrub War II." 

I'm ready. 
I'm battered and 

bruised.
But, I'm ready. 
Let the battle be-

gin.
I'm coming for 

you southern beds...
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As St. Mary in 
Pinckney marks the 
end of an unprece-
dented school year, 
students will learn one 
more lesson; when re-
sources are limited, 
community steps in to 
help.  

Students’ last as-
signment was due 
May 22nd  and grades 
were delivered May 
29th,  but efforts are 
just ramping up to 
launch a school do-
nation collection for 
the Covid crisis. St. 
Mary organized area 
churches across dom-
inations to support a 
local Pinckney woman 
on her quest to provide 
pregnant mothers in 
need with essentials 
for their families.

St. Mary school 
families from Dexter 
and the surrounding 
area will join commu-
nity members June 
12th to send off eighth 
grade graduates with 
a ceremony and mass.   
The end-of-year cel-
ebration doubles as a 
donation drive to col-
lect baby wipes and 
diapers to support 
parishioner Crista 
Kolnitys’ mission to 

St. Mary Wraps up School Year, 
Ramps up Covid Donations

Graduation Celebrates Successful Virtual Learning 
and Enrollment Increase

Baby Wipes, Diaper Drive Through June 28

Photos Courtesy of St. Mary's Elementary

help pregnant wom-
en whose needs have 
doubled during the 
pandemic. A volunteer 
with Family Life Ser-
vices, Kolnitys will use 
donations to supply 
local women’s clinics.   
Donated baby items 
will be accepted at St. 
Mary through June 28.

Coming together 
for the first time since 
March, St. Mary stu-
dents, teachers and 
families will have a lot 
to celebrate as they so-
cial distance on Friday, 
June 12th, including an 
increase in enrollment 
for the 2020-2021 
school year.   Along 
with eighth grade 
awards, kudos will be 
given to teachers and 
staff for adapting im-
mediately to continue 
St. Mary’s rigorous ed-
ucation without miss-
ing a day of instruction 
during the pandemic. 

“We are so proud of 
our staff, parents and 
students who learned 
new  virtual platforms 
at a moment’s notice 
to ensure our students 
had a quality distance 
learning experience,” 
said St. Mary Principal 
Veronica Kinsey. “Our 

teachers were partici-
pating in professional 
development training 
sessions on day one 
of the shut down to 
learn virtual education 
techniques.   We are a 
tight knit communi-
ty, which allows us to 
adapt quickly during 
toughest times.”  

Parents were a big 
part of the equation to 
help teachers deliver 
comprehensive lesson 
plans in various for-
mats including Goo-
gle Classroom, Zoom, 
written and video mes-
sages. 

“We were im-
pressed by the level of 
education St. Mary was 
able to sustain during 
Covid-19,” said third 
grade parent Amy Ber-
ry.    “My daughter did 
quality school work, 
including a book re-
port, science project, 
personal narrative 
writing assignment, 
art projects and music.  
Her computer teacher 
even provided techni-
cal support for parents.  
We feel very blessed to 
be at St. Mary during 
this time.”  

With assignments 
for the school year 
over, the St. Mary 
community wanted to 
do something to give 
back to those who are 
more stretched due 
to Covid-19.   Com-
munity members can 
donate essential baby 
items like diapers and 
wipes at the 8:30am 
mass June 12th, any 
weekend mass or drop 
off at the parish office 
until June 28 at 10601 
Dexter-Pinckney Rd.

“We are fortunate 
to have support from 
St. Mary school so 
together we can help 
out the most vulner-
able during this time, 
and any time; the un-
born,” said Crista Kol-

nitys who has lived in 
Pinckney for 20 years. 
“We are going through 
1000 diapers a week 
to try to meet the in-
creased demand of 
pregnant women in 
need of essentials.  Ma-
terial goods such as 
diapers, wipes and for-
mula are just the be-
ginning of the services 
we offer to help them 
in their times of crisis, 
added  Kolnitys, who 
left her job last fall to 
dedicate more volun-
teer hours to Family 
Life Services.   “We are 
all connected and we 
can lift each other up. 
This is perhaps the 
most important lesson 
these kids can learn 
this year.”

As St. Mary ele-
mentary looks at the 
fall and plans for po-
tential changes, they 
have assembled a 
Covid-19 Task Force 
made up of educators 
and medical profes-
sionals who are school 
parents. 

“Even though we 
had to end the school 
year virtually, St. 
Mary’s distance learn-
ing curriculum contin-
ued to challenge our 
daughter,” continued 
Berry.   “And as home-
schooling parents, we 
loved that she was able 
to earn an actual grade 
for her projects, versus 
just a pass or fail.   No 
matter what the fall 

brings, we feel like we 
are in good hands at St. 
Mary.”

St. Mary Pinckney 
enrollment is open 
and on the rise for 
the 2020-2021 school 
year.    For grades pre-
school through eight, 
we offer smaller class 
sizes and tailored ed-
ucation with a variety 

of opportunities for 
enrichment, extra-cur-
ricular activities and 
sports.  

For more infor-
mation or to sched-
ule a tour visit  www.
stmarypinckney.org, 
email  info@stmaryp-
inckney.org  or call 
(734) 878-3161.
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tice system based on 
socio-economics and 
race.  He also pointed 
to the recidivism rate 
at 70%.  Eli stated we’re 
criminalizing health 
issues.  Eli would like 
to prioritize treatment 
and he wants kids 
treated as kids. Eli was 
a former teacher. 

Eli and I discussed 
his history of activism, 
which he believes start-
ed at age six.  Eli recalls 
learning about the oil 
spill of the Exon Valdez 
in a Ranger Rick mag-
azine.  He was moti-
vated to start a stop oil 
spill club.  The club was 
sex and gender-inclu-
sive.  The kids marched 
around the neighbor-
hood, held lemonade 
stands to raise money, 
and took out a clas-
sified ad in the Ann 
Arbor News.  As he 
was telling me this, I 
wanted to know about 
his parents.  Because, 
at six, his parents must 
have supported and 
encouraged his activ-
ism.  Before I could ask 
Eli stated, “ I was raised 
by parent educators,” 
which made perfect 

Interview with Eli Savit: Candidate for 
Washtenaw County Prosecutor

 ➢ continued from page 1 sense.  A great lesson on 
turning something that 
upset him as a child, 
into a project on which 
to work. It appears 
the lessons he learned 
at six have continued 
throughout his life.  Eli 
explained to me that 
he has a background as 
a Civil Rights lawyer, 
where he stands up to 
corporate wrongdoing.  
This may not come as a 
shock, but Eli practices 
environmental law and 
in his work, has fought 
against corporate pol-
luters.  Eli discussed 
his desire to eliminate 
the two justice systems, 
“you can’t escape be-
cause of your wealth or 
being well connected.”  
It was in this particu-
lar discussion, that Eli 
is refreshing.  The cur-
rent divide over poli-
tics is making everyone 
weary.  But Eli stated 
that we are in a mo-
ment across political 
persuasions and he be-
lieves we can come to-
gether to work toward 
a united goal.  Eli spoke 
about doing bi-parti-
san work on criminal 
justice.  He discussed 
working with the Re-

publican chair on ex-
punging convictions. 
He said he and the 
chair don’t see eye to 
eye on most issues.  
But this is about, “folks 
coming together and 
building a system that 
works.”    It will save us 
money: 2 billion, or 1/5  
of the general fund on 
corrections.  It’s expen-
sive and we don’t get 
results. Eli believes the 
money would be bet-
ter invested elsewhere.  
Eli’s prior experience is 
impressive, including a 
year working for Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg as a 
clerk in DC., practicing 
civil rights work here 
in Michigan, includ-
ing fighting the opioid, 
pharmaceutical indus-
try, and fighting on be-
half of Detroit public 
school children.  For a 
more detailed look at 
his experience, I en-
courage you to visit his 
website and learn more 
at Eli2020.com. 

I asked Eli how 
COVID-19 had 
changed his campaign 
strategy.  He stated the 
plan was to start going 
door to door in late 
March, but that he’d 

been out early building 
a network.  Two days 
after the primary, the 
world stopped and he 
had to reimagine his 
campaign. Eli stated 
that it was important 
for him and his team to 
be there for the com-
munity.  So Eli was out 
volunteering, helping 
to distribute lunches 
for the Ypsilanti school 
district and rather than 
just calling people, he 
used his list to find out 
if people needed any 
help with anything.  Eli 
used his legal knowl-
edge to answer ques-
tions about orders and 
in the process, he and 
his team helped hun-
dreds of people within 
the community. “It’s 
important for us to 
serve during a crisis,” 
that’s what we did and 
are still doing.  Eli dis-
cussed that his message 
resonates with local 
youth and said, rather 
astonished, that he has 
over 100 high school 
and college interns.  
He believes youth are 
looking at inequities 
and injustice with a 
fresh set of eyes.   They 
were home, looking for 

something meaningful 
to do and they started 
volunteering.  It spread 
organically.  There is 
strength in people and 
Eli has a groundswell 
of young people work-
ing on his campaign.  

I finished my in-
terview, with a tough 
question.  This time, 
not submitted by my 
oldest son, but inspired 
by him.  My oldest son 
is a big Bernie fan and 
Eli is endorsed by Ber-
nie.  I asked for a ques-
tion, letting him know 
that Eli is endorsed by 
Bernie.  My son stat-
ed, “he was a little salty 
with Bernie right now,” 
sending me an article 
from Twitter stating 
that Bernie does not 
want to abolish the po-
lice.   I decided to ask 
Eli, how he felt about 
the issue.  Eli knew the 
article I was referring 
to, and stated Bernie 
believes that police, de-
serve to be well trained 
and well paid, just like 
everyone else.  Eli went 
on to state that we are 
placing too much em-
phasis on budget and 
the punitive justice sys-
tem. He’d like to see the 

mental health crisis ad-
dressed, and addiction 
addressed.  He’d also 
like to have trauma-in-
formed social workers 
available to work with 
the police.  “Funda-
mentally they want 
to come home safely.”   
Eli discussed the lack 
of mental health care 
putting police at risk.  “ 
Budgets are moral doc-
uments  Rather than 
investing in people on 
the front end- we are 
investing in jails and 
prisons on the back 
end.”  Eli would like 
to focus more on pre-
venting crime from 
happening than on in-
carceration, which is a 
huge part of our bud-
get.  He discussed the 
correlation between 
high school graduation 
and prison rates as well 
as literacy rates and 
prison rates.  While Eli 
is not suggesting we 
abolish the police, he is 
suggesting we address 
the root cause of crime 
and invest more in peo-
ple than in prison.  To 
learn more about Eli, 
his endorsements and 
his experience, visit his 
website at eli2020.com.

Do you have a 
child who is a fan of 
all things magical? If 
you do, you may be 

Dexter Community Education 
Online Camp

interested in our on-
line art camp - Fairies 
and Wizards, sched-
uled 10-11:30a, June 

29-July 3. In this camp 
for K-5 students, we'll 
be making wizard 
hats, wands, clay wiz-

Humane Society of Huron Valley 
& Tiny Lions cat café reopening 
to the public with added safety 

measures

ards, castles on canvas 
and fairy doors us-
ing a variety of mixed 
media to create fun 

and magical art. For 
more information and 
link to sign up visit 
their Facebook page 

at https://www.face-
book.com/Dexter-
CommEd/.

Beginning Wednes-
day, June 17, the  Hu-
mane Society of Huron 
Valley  (HSHV) and 
their Tiny Lions lounge 
and adoption Cen-
ter will reopen for limit-
ed public visitation.

"While we contin-
ually offered essential 
services including  pet 
food assistance,  intake 
of stray animals, and 
emergency  veterinary 
care  during the shut 
down, we're delighted 
to see more of the ani-
mal-loving community 
again and safely allow 
people to enjoy the ben-
efits of animal interac-
tion and vice-versa," 
says Tanya Hilgendorf, 
HSHV's CEO.

"HSHV takes the 
health and safety of our 
human visitors, employ-
ees and volunteers very 

seriously," says Hilgen-
dorf. "We are follow-
ing guidelines from the 
CDC, state and local 
officials, but are also for-
tunate to already be in a 
state-of-the-art animal 
care facility specially 
developed to priori-
tize health and prevent 
any potential disease 
spread."

The design of the 
facility, including en-
hancements such as 
an advanced HVAC 
system, and rigorous 
cleaning and sanitation 
practices serve to reduce 
zoonotic contagion be-
tween animals and peo-
ple, but also help reduce 
disease spread between 
people. Both locations 
have additional safety 
measures in place, too, 
including limitation of 
the number of people 

in the buildings, facili-
tating social distancing, 
and wearing facial cov-
erings. Masks, as worn 
by staff, will be given to 
visitors who do not have 
one; and hand sanitiz-
er stations are readily 
available.

"Companion ani-
mals are so important 
to our health and well-
ness," says Hilgendorf. 
"Research shows they 
play a vital role in help-
ing people avoid lone-
liness and isolation, 
so we want to be sure 
folks receive those ben-
efits and that homeless 
animals get the loving 
attention—and loving 
homes—they need. We 
deeply appreciate how 
kind and patient our 
supporters have been 
and are so grateful to be 
able to phase up our ser-

vices."
Starting Wednesday, 

June 17,  HSHV  will be 
open for pet adoptions 
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon-
days through Wednes-
days, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Thursdays and Fridays, 
and 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays. 
Animals available for 
adoption can be seen 
at HSHV.org/adopt, and 
people are encouraged 
to call 734-662-5585 
with questions. Tiny Li-
ons lounge and adoption 
Center  will be open for 
kitten visitation 12 p.m. 
- 7 p.m. Wednesdays 
through Sundays, and 
people are encouraged 
to make reservations 
at  TinyLions.org.  Visi-
tor guidelines and other 
safety measures can also 
be seen on HSHV's web-
site at hshv.org/visitor.
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