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Last week, I found 
the golden ticket.   I 
learned there was a 
chocolate maker in 
Dexter.  During my 
attempt to eat my way 
through Dexter, I’d 
missed it entirely.  I 
requested a tour and 
Barbara agreed!   Bar-
bara, the owner of 
Mindo in Dexter, sat 
me down, placed a tray 
with different types of 
chocolate in front of 
me and told me a sto-
ry.  Is there anything 
better than a tray of 
chocolate and a story? 
No, no there isn’t. 

I asked Barbara to 
tell me how the busi-
ness got started.  Find-
ing an award winning 
chocolate maker in 
Dexter is an unexpect-
ed surprise.  Michigan 

Mindo Chocolate 
Makers Tour And a New 
Flavor Announcement

Photos By Aimee Bingham 
Osinski.

Pictured is owner of Mindo 
Chocolate Makers, Barbara Wilson.

is known for Faygo, 
Coney Island,  and a 
specific flavor of ice 
cream, not luxury 
chocolates.  But after 
finding my way around 
winding dirt roads 
as tractors worked in 
fields, I found myself 
seated in front of a tray 
full of chocolate and 
hearing the story of 
Mindo. Barbara start-
ed by explaining that 
her former husband 
was from Ecuador and 
had fallen in love with a 
town called Mindo.  In 
2004, Barbara agreed 
to spend the winters 
there.  But, in order 
to do that, they need 
the internet so they 
can keep watch over 
the business they own 
in the United States.  
As she speaks I pop a 
piece of dark chocolate 
in my mouth and let 
its rich silky bitterness 
cover my tongue. It 
was as if I'd been wear-
ing rough scratchy 
canvas all my life and 
was suddenly wrapped 
in silk. I love chocolate 
and I’ve never been a 
fancy girl, but the dif-
ference  in gas station 
chocolates and this, 
was everything.  Bar-
bara explained that it 
was very difficult to get 
internet access.  Her 
husband decided  to 
fill a need for the com-
munity.  He thought 
the idea of an internet 
cafe would be popular.   
They roasted their own 
coffee. Barbara want-

Dexter Guardian Announces 
Partnership with We Love Dexter

In September of 
2019 Dexter Guardian 
was launched. Tom 

and Charla Hamil-
ton, already having 
two other newspaper 
publications under 
their belts, felt like it 

was time to take the 
jump with anoth-
er. The Dexter com-
munity embraced 
the new publication 

with open arms and 
with the help of out-
standing reporters 
the paper flourished.  
Fast forward to the 
present and an op-
portunity for Dex-
ter Guardian that 
couldn’t be passed 
up. Dexter Guardian 
is announcing a part-
nership with We Love 
Dexter beginning 
June 18. Since 2012, 
We Love Dexter has 
provided the Dexter 
 continued on page 4
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The meeting 
opened with the ap-
proval of the agenda 
without discussion.  

N o n - A r r a n g e d 
participation started, 
Joe Smeifero spoke 
first.  He wanted to 
clarify what he feels is 
a misquote by a differ-
ent reporter.  He never 
said he was not in fa-
vor of the fire station.  
He is not in favor of a 
Taj Mahal  fire station.  
He does not believe the 
size  is needed.  He is 
not opposed to a new 
fire station.  He is just 
not in favor of what he 
feels is excessive given 
the new departments 
in Dexter Township 
and Webster Township.  
He feels we should just 
get what we need rather 
than the Taj Mahal pro-
posed.  There were no 
additional speakers.

E. under new busi-
ness was next.   Reso-
lution to Appoint the 
City Treasurer/Finance 
Director as Transfer 
Agent.  The City would 
authorize Marie to 
make those payments.  
Zach asked if it need-
ed to be completed in 
a special meeting.   Jus-
tin explained that he 
was advised it needs to 
be done sooner rather 
than later.  The resolu-
tion passed.  

E2 Authorization 

Dexter City Council Special Meeting
to Amend the Purchase 
Agreement for 3515 
Broad Street.  Justin 
explained that after an 
inspection and some 
back and forth, the 
seller agreed to an 80k 
cut in purchase price.  
In order to accept the 
reduced amount, the 
council needs to pass  
the resolution.  Jamie 
stated that she agrees 
with Zach and she ob-
jects to how it's being 
done.  Wa stated if we 
have a fundamental 
disagreement with the 
time of this meeting 
and that’s going to in-
fluence the vote, she 
wants to just end the 
meeting now.  Paul 
noted that Zach works 
on Wednesday night 
and when we schedule 
meetings that he can-
not attend, ultimately 
excluding a member.  
The vote was called 
without further discus-
sion.  The resolution 
passed.

E3 Resolution to 
Authorize the Execu-
tion of Closing Docu-
mentation on the Pur-
chase of 3515 Broad 
Street and to Designate 
Signatories.  Justin ex-
plained that this au-
thorizes staff to close 
on the property with 
reduced price and set 
a date for closing with 
bond proceeds.  It is 
consistent with what 
was discussed in bud-

get hearings.  Jamie 
requested this be post-
poned until Monday.  
Paul agrees with Jamie 
on this particular res-
olution to ensure that 
Zach is available to 
vote.  Jamie moved to 
postpone E3 and E4 to 
Monday,  Paul Cousins 
supported.   Paul want-
ed to be certain it was 
for the site not just the 
one building.  It is the 
entire site including 
outbuildings.   Jamie is 
requesting information 
and summary on how 
it impacts the budget.   
The motion passed.  
They will be addressed 
on Monday.

Council comments.  
Zach responded to Mr. 
Semifero, he has done 
a lot of research  and is 
not shooting from the 
hip. Jamie had a few 
comments.  Given the 
cost for squarefoot, she 
thinks 3515 Broad is a 
solid option.  She re-
grets that a fire station 
was not included in this 
site discussion, given 
the Chief ’s needs.    She 
is concerned with the 
loss of physical pres-
ence of firefighters in 
the city and she would 
like to see more infor-
mation, regarding Joe’s 
comments.  She would 
like a more consistent 
approach to needs as-
sessment and who we 
listen to for needs as-
sessment.

Joe Semifero spoke 
in non-arranged par-
ticipation.  He ex-
plained council rules.  
He stated Wa could 
not withdraw  based on 
Roberts rules of order.  
Call the previous ques-
tion and call the vote, 
needs a second to keep 

with council rules.
Ryan Henyard 

spoke.  He’s disappoint-
ed that we keep kicking 
around decisions.   He 
suggested this needs 
to move forward.  He 
encouraged everyone 
to put the questions on 
the table now and fig-

ure out what you need 
to know to decide one 
way or another.  There 
is more than enough 
data to make the de-
cision.  Waffling does 
not do anyone a ser-
vice.  The meeting ad-
journed. 



ed to offer something 
to snack on with the 
coffee.  She wanted to 
offer brownies because 
Mindo did not have a 
great selection of des-
serts.  Barbara decid-
ed to improve on the 
usual brownie recipe 
by cutting some sugar 
and adding chocolate.  
The brownies were de-
licious.  But Barbara 
could not obtain good 
chocolate.  Ecuador is 
where the cocoa bean 
was discovered, so it 
did not make sense.  
Not the type to ac-
cept something as it is, 
Barbara learned about 
making quality choco-
late.  She went to a co-
op of farmers, watched 
the harvest, and the 
process of fermenting, 
drying and roasting 
the beans.  She bought 
herself a bag, went back 
to the cafe and roasted 
and peeled her own.  
As she continued with 
her story, I popped in 
a piece of rustic choc-
olate, stone ground for 
less time.  The taste 
was perfect, but the 
texture provides an 
additional sensory en-
joyment.  Rustic is a 
little crunchy, which 
is pleasing. (Rustic 
won the International 
Chocolate Awards in 
2018,and this year the 
cocoa powder won the 
international  choco-
late awards.)  I’m de-
lighted as I hear the 
tale of how this choc-
olate was born. While 
enjoying the selection 
of delicious chocolates 
she so graciously pro-
vided.  So Mindo was 
born through lack of 
internet access and a 
lack of quality choco-
late.  The result is inter-
national award-win-
ning chocolate.

The cafe in Mindo 
is now a huge restau-
rant  and Dexter Min-
do still obtains beans 
through them.  Dexter 
Mindo is their biggest 

Mindo Chocolate 
Makers Tour And 

a New Flavor 
Announcement

 ➢ continued from page 1 customer.  Covid was 
rough on both busi-
nesses.  But, they found 
another way that at-
titude served Dexter 
Mindo well.   Mindo 
of Dexter increased in-
ternet sales which qua-
drupled during Covid.  
Because during a pan-
demic, who doesn’t 
want to enjoy luxury 
chocolates?  I don’t 
know if chocolate 
has an antidepressant 
quality, but I do know 
it makes me smile. 
Due to the laws in Ec-
uador and differences 
in government help, 
the original Mindo re-
ally had a rough time.  
Prior to Covid they 
were doing 1200 tours 
a year.  The original 
Mindo still processes 
the beans and makes 
some bars.  So, Mindo 
Dexter, staying strong 
has made it possible 
for both businesses to 
survive during Covid.  
The survival of both is 
important to anyone 

that loves Mindo choc-
olates.  

 Barbara gave me 
a tour of the kitchen, 
and showed me some 
of the process.  A nota-
ble difference between 
this chocolate and gas 
station chocolate is the 
lack of extra ingredi-
ents.  One such ingre-
dient is an emulsifier 
called soy lecithin, 
which according to 
one of my doctors is 
something people with 
inflammation should 
avoid.  It keeps fat from 
separating out of the 
chocolate, so I didn’t 
think I could find any 
without it.  Knowing 
that I can, that choc-
olate makes me smile, 
and that it’s good for 
the heart in modera-
tion is like hitting the 
jackpot.  Mindo also 
uses only quality in-
gredients. The rustic 
bar ingredient list is: 
certified organic co-
coa beans and organic 
cane sugar.  Anyone 

Page 3Dexter Guardian June 18, 2021    

From: Matt Pegouskie
5 Healthy Towns 

Foundation (5HF) 
and our partners are 
pleased to invite you 
to a 30-minute webinar 
to learn more about 
OneBigConnection.
org (OBC) and how 
area residents and com-
munity organizations 
can take advantage of 
what One Big Con-
nection has to offer. 
The site now includes 
a new feature; events 
that meet the platform’s 
mission are now being 
added to OBC, pro-
viding the community 
another avenue for in-
formation.  

Webinars are 
scheduled on Zoom.
com. Please see our 
Facebook page for de-
tails: https://www.face-
book.com/5healthy-
towns/

• Tuesday, June 22 
at 5pm Meeting ID: 
897 4756 2560 - Pass-
code: 828869 www.
Zoom.com

• Wednesday, June 
23 at Meeting ID: 815 
3561 7787 - Passcode: 

5 Healthy Towns invites 
community to demos, 
adds new content to 

OneBigConnection.org
287359 www.Zoom.
com

One Big Connec-
tion is a project spon-
sored by the One Big 
Thing initiative and 
focuses on improving 
mental health aware-
ness and prevention in 
the 5 Healthy Towns. 
The site launched on 
May 26, 2021, and has 
since added more than 
21 community re-
sources, 9 blog posts, 
8 Action teams. New 
resources are added 
weekly. We invite all 
agencies and commu-
nity organizations who 
serve residents of the 5 
Healthy Towns to ex-
plore the site and con-
tact us with questions.

The site includes:
• Action Teams are 

places to come togeth-
er, post information 
and solve local chal-
lenges.

• Facts and Figures 
will house current local 
and regional statistics 
and peer-reviewed ar-
ticles to keep us in-
formed. The informa-
tion can also be used 
by area non-profits in 
grant applications or 
strategic planning.

• A Resource Di-
rectory will allow lo-
cal non-profit service 
providers to post their 
information on a vari-

ety of topics address-
ing vital conditions 
like mental health and 
outreach services, re-
liable transportation, 
health and safety ser-
vices, and social sup-
ports. If you are a local 
provider or organiza-
tion who wishes to be 
added to our directo-
ry, go to https://www.
onebigconnection.org/
obc-local-resources/ 
for instructions on how 
to register.

• Events will be 
a place where com-
munity organizations 
can promote upcom-
ing events open to the 
community.

• C o m m u n i t y 
Pulse will feature ar-
ticles, commentary by 
local experts, and pub-
lications of interest.

• Polls and Sur-
veys is an opt-in text 
messaging service that 
will provide occasional 
updates about events 
and opportunities in 
the 5HF service area. 
Participants will re-
ceive brief, one-ques-
tion surveys to monitor 
our community points 
of view.  

For more informa-
tion, contact Matt Pe-
gouskie or Lori Kintz, 
at 734-433-4599.

on a health kick can 
indulge in a bit of this 
chocolate without the 
guilt.  Not only with-
out the guilt but feel-
ing like you’re provid-
ing a service to  several 
communities.  Support 
local business, support 
your local communi-
ty and help support a 
little beautiful town in 
Ecuador.  

Mindo is going to 
start offering tasting 
and tours again.  I plan 
on attending the truffle 
making class when it 
happens again.  Min-
do also does corporate 
events and will host 
events. Look for their 
Father’s Day offering.  
I’m sure it won’t disap-

point.   I’m thinking it 
would be fun to have 
a birthday party and 
learn to make choc-
olate there.  To learn 
more about tours and 
options, check out 
Mindo’s website.  You 
can also order online 
at https://mindochoc-
olate.com/.  Mindo is 
sold at Dexter Busch’s, 
Plum Market, Argus 
and the Ann Arbor 
Food co-op.

Barbara was kind 
enough to give me a 
little scoop.  Mindo 
is coming out with a 
brand new flavor and  
when this paper goes 
to print, a new salt and 
pepper bar should be 
out.  What?  I know salt 

and pepper is an un-
usual flavor combo for 
chocolate.  But, I tried 
the Sea Salt and Sesa-
me Garlic Bar.  I was 
not expecting to enjoy 
it so much.  The flavors 
and textures worked 
wonderfully togeth-
er.  I was surprised at  
how much I liked it.   I 
encourage you to try a 
new flavor and be open 
to the experience.  I’m 
definitely going to 
get my hands on one.   
“Negativity isn’t the 
way to go. Smile more, 
eat some chocolate.” 
Ed Sheeran.   I know 
I’m still smiling after 
that tour, so I think Ed 
is on to something.  
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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 ➢ continued from page 1
community with up 
to date coverage of 
the latest news and 
sports online with an 
emphasis on commu-
nity.

Tom and Char-
la feel that this part-
nership will be high-
ly beneficial to both 
parties. “I am very ex-
cited about the part-
nership with We Love 
Dexter. Being able to 
add an award win-
ning journalist like 
Terry Jacoby to Dex-
ter Guardian will in-
crease our sports cov-
erage and the quality 
of the overall cover-
age dramatically,” 
stated Tom Hamilton, 
Publisher of Dex-
ter Guardian. “This 
will be great for our 
readers to have Don 
Richter and Jacoby 
together again writ-
ing, along with our 
exceptional journalist 
reporter Aimee Bing-
ham Osinski. As well 
as being able to offer 
two new online plat-

Dexter Guardian Announces 
Partnership with We Love Dexter

forms to our custom-
ers (We Love Dexter 
and We Love Ann 
Arbor). To be able to 
cover completely the 
Chelsea, Dexter and 
Ann Arbor areas with 
the two online plat-
forms and our two 
newspapers (Chelsea 
Guardian and Dexter 
Guardian) will give 
us the most complete 
digital and print ad-
vertising opportu-
nities in the market-
place today.”

Rob Ewing, Own-
er, We Love Dexter 
is equally as excited. 
States Rob, “It is great 
that we will be able 
to now reach people 
not only online but 
in print as well. This 
will give both of us 
(We Love Dexter and 
Dexter Guardian) a 
greater reach. We feel 
this will benefit both 
our readers and our 
advertisers, and we 
are very excited for 
this opportunity. Not 
only are we expand-
ing our reach in Dex-

ter, but we are also 
developing a synergy 
for a broader reach 
into the Ann Arbor 
market for both the 
Guardian papers and 
journalists as well as 
our own.” Ewing is 
an active leader in 
the community, who 
financed the creation 
of the “Discover Ann 
Arbor & Dexter” vid-
eos which were the 
first steps towards 
launching a hyperlo-
cal online newspaper.

Longtime award 
-winning journal-
ist Terry Jacoby also 
agrees the partner-
ship is beneficial. 
Some background on 
Terry: Terry Jacoby is 
a longtime journalist 
who has worked as 
an editor and writer 
for The Detroit News, 
Sacramento Bee and 
Democrat & Chroni-
cle (Rochester, N.Y.). 
A graduate of EMU, 
Jacoby was an editor 
of the award-win-
ning Dexter Leader 
and Chelsea Stan-
dard newspapers and 
helped launch the 
Ann Arbor Journal as 
an editor with Heri-
tage Newspapers. He 
has won numerous 
writing, photography 
and design awards 
from both state and 
national journal-
ism associations. 
He works freelance 
(writing and pho-

tography) for sever-
al publications in-
cluding Hour Media 
(Hour Detroit, Grand 
Rapids Magazine, 
etc.), Today Commu-
nity magazines, the 
Oakland Press and 
the News-Herald. 
“Our mission is to 
tell your stories be-
cause they deserve to 
be told. You worked 
hard to be better stu-
dents, people, ath-
letes, musicians, citi-
zens, leaders … Hard 
work, determination 
and accomplishment 
deserves to be recog-
nized and celebrated.  
I’ve been told by par-
ents, students, coach-
es and administrators 
that what we are do-
ing in the schools is 
important. It matters. 
It makes a difference. 
And unfortunately it’s 
been missing with the 
changing tide of jour-
nalism – until now. 
This partnership with 
the Dexter Guardian 
is exciting for several 
reasons. The first is 
that it gives WeLove-
Dexter a print option 
for content and adver-
tising opportunities. 
The second is that it 
gives WeLoveDexter 
excellent partners to 
work with – Tom and 
Charla Hamilton are 
not only experienced 
and talented journal-
ists but also outstand-
ing people. The third, 

Terry Jacoby Rob Ewing

and most important, 
is that this partner-
ship will give us a 
chance to better cover 
the great communi-

ty of Dexter and the 
surrounding area. It’s 
a win (for us) – win 
(for the Guardian) – 
win (for Dexter)!”
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DEXTER
SOFTBALL

DEXTER 
BASEBALL

By: Terry Jacoby 
The Dexter soft-

ball team faced a mon-
umental task over the 
weekend as the Dread-
naughts played host 
to one of the strongest 
District tournaments 
in the state. And the 
Dreads came within a 
run of pulling off not a 
miracle, but something 
pretty amazing.

The Dexter District 
featured two of the top 
five teams in the state 
in Howell and Hart-
land. And coming into 
the postseason with a 
26-8 record, the Dread-
naughts were certain-
ly at that level and did 
they ever prove it on 
Saturday.

Dexter knocked out 
Howell 2-0 in Saturday’s 
semifinal game to earn 
a trip to the finals. Hart-
land defeated Pinckney 
4-0 in the other semifi-
nal to reach the cham-
pionship game. 

The championship 
game lived up to all the 
hype and then some. 
After five scoreless in-
nings, Dexter took a 1-0 
lead in the bottom of 
the sixth inning when 
Livvy Mellifont drove 
home Emma Sortor 
with the game’s first 

DEXTER SOFTBALL 
DISTRICT RESULTS

run. 
The Dreadnaughts 

were three outs away 
from sweeping Howell 
and Hartland. But in 
the top of the seventh, 
Hartland tied the game 
and then took a 2-1 lead 
on a single by Breanna 
Patzer. 

The Dreadnaughts 
could not get the equal-
izer in the bottom of 
the seventh and Hart-
land advanced to the 
Regionals.  

Sortor went 2-for-2 
including a double for 
Dexter. Mellifont and 
Sam Sutton also had 
hits. 

Sam Sutton was 
brilliant in the circle for 
Dexter. She allowed just 
six hits with no walks 
and four strikeouts in 
seven innings. 

Sutton was even 
better in the opener as 
she shut down a strong 
Howell offense. She 
threw a three-hitter 
with six strikeouts and 
again no walks – which 
is amazing in itself. Sut-
ton threw 75 pitches in 
the first game and 90 in 
game two. 

Dexter managed 
only three hits and 
struck out 10 times 
against Howell’s ace 

Avrey Wolverton. But 
the Dreadnaughts 
scored two unearned 
runs in the fourth in-
ning.

Mellifont, Brenna 
Cassidy and Kylee Nis-
wonger (triple) each 
collected one hit to lead 
Dexter. The Dread-
naughts didn't commit a 
single error in the field. 
Jenna Wagenschutz had 
the most chances in the 
field with six.

By: Terry Jacoby
Give the Dread-

naughts credit - they 
didn’t go easily. 

After Howell 
scored four runs in 
the first inning of Sat-
urday’s District cham-
pionship game, Dex-
ter scored three in the 
bottom of the second 
to get right back in 
the game. But How-
ell would answer with 
two in the third, and 
after adding a run in 

DEXTER BASEBALL 
DISTRICT RESULTS

fourth, scored three in 
the sixth. 

Dexter scored two 
in the bottom of the 
sixth but couldn’t get 
any closer and fell 
10-5 in the District 
finals. Dexter finishes 
the season with a 25-
9-2 record. 

The Dreadnaughts 
advanced to the cham-
pionship game with a 
5-1 win over Hart-
land earlier in the day 
while Howell knocked 

off Brighton 5-4 in the 
other semifinal. 

In the finals, How-
ell had 11 hits and two 
errors. Dexter had five 
hits and one error.

The Dreadnaughts 
threw four pitchers at 
Howell. Cam Rosen 
started and gave up 
seven hits and seven 
runs in four innings. 
Ethan Hochendon-
er, Shay Ohtonen 
and Joey Tessmer all 
pitched in relief. 

Rosen was 2-for-3 
and Brennan Parachek 
hit a home run. Evan 
Krolewski and Cole 
Arnedt also had hits.   

In the semifinal 
game, Dexter scored 
three in the third and 
two in the fourth to 
take a 5-0 lead. Hart-
land’s only run came 
in the fifth. 

Parachek had 11 
strikeouts in 6.2 in-
nings while walking 
four and allowing just 
three hits and one run. 

Davis Bennett was 
2-for-2 with a run and 
an RBI; Rosen had a 
double and two RBI; 
Braeden Fuson had a 
hit and an RBI; Kro-
lewski had a hit, walk 
and run scored; and 
Cole Arnedt had a hit, 
walk and run scored. 
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DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

DEXTER TRACK & FIELD

 continued on page 7

Boys Score: 
T1. Fenton 34 T1. 
Rockford 34
3. Zeeland West 30 4. 
AA Skyline 28
T5. Pinckney 25 T5. 
Novi 25
T7. DEXTER 24 T7. 
Macomb Dakota 24

Top Dexter Per-
formers: BOYS:
100m. 4. Cole Cabana 
(10th) 10.97 (-6)
200m. 8. Cole Cabana 
(10th) 22.61a (-3.8)
3200m 22. Conor 
Kolka (12th) 9:466.31a
4x400m 14. Dexter 
3:29.20a
(Wilson Kasischke, 
Micah Davis, Cole 
Cabana, Nathan 
Gariepy)
Pole Vault 1. Cole 

STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS @ EAST 
KENTWOOD HS JUNE 5TH 2021

HOT, SUNNY HIGH WINDS 90 DEGREES

Sheldon (11th) 15-3
2. Noah Schultz (12th) 
14-9
Girls Score: 1. Oak 
Park 86 2. Det. 
Renaissance 60
3. AA Huron 45 4. 
Traverse City Central 
39
5. Birmingham 
Seaholm 30 6. AA 
Pioneer 28
T7. Holland W. 
Ottawa, Macomb 
L’ance Creuse N. 21
9. E. Lansing 19 10. 
DEXTER 18

Top Dexter Per-
formers: GIRLS:
Pole Vault 1. Sophia 
Mettes (11th) 12-6
2. Josie Mettes (12th) 
12-3
10. Makenzie Stock 

(12th) 10-9
17. Abigail Van Noord 
(12th) 9-9
Shot Put 18. Jamie 
Giese (11th ) 35-4.5

Meet Recap:
The Dexter Track 

and Field team com-
peted at the D1 State 
Championships on 
Saturday at East Kent-
wood High School 
in Grand Rapids. 
The weather played a 
big role in the times 
and distances as high 
winds had a big effect 
on most of the compe-
tition.

Field events start-
ed the day, and were 
a major highlight. 
Dexter pole vaulters 
shined brightest with 

both the boys and girls 
dominating. On the 
boys side, Junior Cole 
Sheldon was the State 
Champion with a vault 
of 15-3, while Senior 
Noah Schultz was run-
ner up in the state with 
a jump of 14-9.

The girls were 
equally as dominant, as 
Junior Sophia Mettes 
was the state champi-
on at 12-6, and her sis-
ter Senior Josie Mettes 
took 2nd. At 12-3. All 
4 took All State honors 
for Dexter. Other state 
qualifiers were Seniors 
Makenzie Stock, fin-
ishing 10th at 10-9, 
and Abigail Van Noord 
taking 17th, with a 
jump of 9-9. Another 

strong performance 
was from 1st time state 
qualifier, and 1st year 
track and field athlete 
Jamie Giese finishing 
18th with a throw of 
35-4.5 in the Shot Put.

On the track, 
Sophomore Cole Ca-
bana was the featured 
runner, as he made the 
finals in both the 100m 
and 200m. Strong 
headwinds had a huge 
effect on the final 
times as Cabana fin-
ished 4th in the 100m 
Dash with a 10.97. He 
found his way back on 
the podium as the 8th 
place finisher in the 
200m at 22.61. Senior 
distance runner Conor 
Kolka finished his ca-

reer at Dexter with a 
solid performance in 
the 3200m, with a time 
of 9:46.31.

Going into the 
last event of the day, 
the boys 4x400m re-
lay with Wilson Ka-
sischke, Micah Davis, 
Cabana, and Nathan 
Gariepy ran 3:29.20. A 
little off the pace from 
their qualifying mark, 
but no doubt the heat 
and winds of the day 
took their toll on the 
relay team. When the 
scores were added up, 
the Dexter Boys fin-
ished in a tie for 7th 
with 24 points, and 
the Girls finished 10th 
with 18.

BOARD OF EDUCATION BULLETIN

The May 24th 
Board of Education 
meeting was held 
both in person in the 
Bates Boardroom and 
streamed online via 
Zoom to allow the op-
portunity for all com-
munity members to 
participate during the 
pandemic.

Superintendent 
Update:

Dr. Timmis be-
gan his update with a 
rundown of upcom-
ing DHS senior events: 
Honors Night is sched-
uled for Wednesday, 
June 2nd and Com-
mencement on Friday, 
June 4th, both at Al 
Ritt Field. The gradu-
ation ceremony will be 
broken into two ses-
sions (6:00-7:30 p.m. 
& 8:15-9:30 p.m.) to 
allow all senior fami-
ly members to attend 
with some spacing. 
Commencement rain 
date is Sunday, June 
6th.

Work on the DHS 
tennis court renova-
tion project has begun, 
but the Board will need 
to adjust the project’s 
budget as water has 
been found at the bot-
tom of every post and 
this drainage issue will 
require mitigation.

COVID positive 
cases continue to de-
cline, both in our Dis-
trict and county-wide. 
As of May 12, DCS had 
a cumulative total of 
91 student and 20 staff 
positive cases this year. 
The week of May 17th, 
there were only 3 more 
positive cases among 
students (0 for staff), 
and 1 class was re-
quired to quarantine.

Washtenaw Coun-
ty has seen a drop over 
the past several weeks 
from 57 on April 16th 
to only 8.7 positive 
cases per 100,000 peo-
ple as of May 21st. The 
county infection rate 
is holding around the 

0.75% range. In the 
past two weeks, the 
county has seen a to-
tal of 429 new cases, 
down from over 2000 
in a similar two-week 
period in April. Ac-
cording to the MDH-
HS data, we are at 
60 positive cases per 
1,000,000 (high risk), 
with a 2.6% positivity 
rate (low risk). On the 
CDC guidance chart, 
in most areas we regis-
ter at moderate to low 
risk.

Board President 
Update:

Board President 
Dr. Julie Schumaker 
had nothing to report.

Student Repre-
sentatives Update:

Student Represen-
tative Anna Shehab 
relayed that there were 
two DHS senior events 
this past weekend.

The Senior Cele-
bration in lieu of prom 
was held Saturday, 
May 22nd at Al Ritt 
Field, and a Senior 
Car Parade organized 
by DHS parents took 
place on Sunday, May 
23rd. Shehab shared 
that Dexter’s gradu-
ating seniors really 

appreciated all the ef-
fort put into these two 
events. DCS seniors’ 
last day of school is 
Friday, May 28th, 
Honors Night is June 
2nd and Commence-
ment is June 4th. She 
also noted that student 
athletes continue to 
be tested weekly for 
COVID unless they 
are fully vaccinated. 
Students are also ex-
cited for the upcom-
ing vaccination clinic 
for 12- to 15-year-old 
students being held on 
Tuesday, May 25th. Fi-
nally, Shehab reported 
that AP testing is on-
going.

Aidan Naugh-
ton shared that DHS 
Homeroom students 
can begin picking up 
yearbooks at lunch-
time starting on Tues-
day, May 25th. Also, 
for any DHS students 
interested in joining 
the Link Crew, there 
will be an informa-
tional Zoom meeting 
on Wednesday, May 
26th at 11:00 a.m.

Public Participa-
tion:

Robert Bowden 
spoke.

Consent Items:
The meeting’s con-

sent items were ap-
proved unanimously 
and included hiring a 
new paraprofession-
al, Luis Orellana, ac-
knowledging the re-
tirement of Anchor 
Media Specialist Alice 
Hinterman, receiving 
the April budget re-
port and the tempo-
rary appointment of 
Trustees Mara Great-
orex, Jennifer Kangas 
and Daryl Kipke as 
BOE President for the 
single purpose of sign-
ing diplomas for their 
graduating students.

Action Items
• The Board ap-

proved of the 2021-
2022 DCS School Cal-
endar, recently ratified 
by the Dexter

Education Associ-
ation (DEA).

• The Board passed 
a resolution designat-
ing Trustee Jennifer 
Kangas as its represen-
tative to serve on the 
2021 electoral body 
and to support Theresa 
Saunders on the bal-
lot at the June 7, 2021 
election meeting.

• The Board passed 

a resolution indicating 
support for the pro-
posed WISD 2021-
2022 budget.

• The Board voted 
to adopt the revised 
Board Norms and So-
cial Media Guidelines. 
Trustee Kangas shared 
that Trustees discussed 
these two documents 
in detail at the April 
28th board workshop, 
and all agreed on the 
importance of the 
Board being open and 
available to the pub-
lic. Both documents 
were unanimously ap-
proved.

New Phonics Cur-
riculum Presentation:

Executive Direc-
tor of Curriculum and 
Instruction Mollie 
Sharrar presented a 
proposal for a new K-4 
phonics program for 
the 2021-2022 school 
year. Elementary Prin-
cipals Ryan Bruder 
(Beacon), Craig Mc-
Calla (Anchor) and 
Katie See (Wylie) were 
present to support 
this proposal for their 
buildings. Sharrar 
began her remarks 
with an overview of 
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the District’s Reading 
Action Plan through 
which staff are cur-
rently gathering data 
from K-4 students to 
determine future in-
structional needs. The 
plan includes summer 
reading opportunities, 
a coaching model for 
the next school year 
and the hiring of a Lit-
eracy Liaison to work 
closely with families 
and students on early 
literacy.

Recent NWEA as-
sessment data shows 
that Dexter has fewer 
students scoring in the 
‘high’ to ‘high average’ 
range and more in the 
‘low’ to ‘low average’ 
range than we have 
previously seen, due to 
the lack of consistent 
face-to-face instruc-
tion during the pan-
demic. Students are 
showing less growth 
in foundational read-
ing skills; historically 
springtime is when 
students put fall learn-
ing into practice, but 
that growth cycle was 
not present for many 
K-4 students this year.

As a result, the 
District is proposing a 
new instructional pro-
gram to help students 
attain foundational 
reading skills. After 
looking at several op-
tions, Sharrar and the 
elementary principals 
decided on Reading 
Horizons, a program 
which focuses on pho-

BOARD OF EDUCATION BULLETIN
netic and decoding 
skills, then transferring 
those skills to connect-
ed texts. The Reading 
Horizons program in-
cludes classroom kits, 
software and two full 
days of staff profes-
sional development 
(as well as virtual PD), 
for a one-time cost of 
$75,900. The Read-
ing Horizons phonics 
program proposal will 
come back for a Board 
vote at the June 14th 
meeting.

Board Calendar:
The Board dis-

cussed potential meet-
ing dates for the 2021-
2022 school year and 
an upcoming Board 
Workshop. Voting on 
this calendar will oc-
cur at the June 14th 
meeting. A Board 
Workshop has been 
scheduled for June 
14th at 5:30pm to dis-
cuss Student Growth 
and Achievement 
Goals

Second Opportu-
nity for Public Partic-
ipation:

Community mem-
ber Kevin Creech 
asked the District 
to publish a written 
back-to-school plan 
for September 2021. 
Dr. Timmis respond-
ed that the final 2021-
2022 District Calendar 
was approved earlier 
in the meeting and is 
now available to fami-
lies. As previously an-
nounced, Dexter’s plan 
is for students to at-

tend school in person 
five days/week this fall.
The District will con-
tinue to offer virtual 
instruction for those 
families who prefer it.

Committee Up-
dates:

Vice President 
Mara Greatorex re-
ported that the Pol-
icy Committee met 
on May 18th and 
discussed updates to 
several policies to be 
presented for Board 
review at a June meet-
ing. The next Policy 
Committee meeting is 
set for June 15th.

Greatorex also not-
ed that the Educational 
Foundation of Dexter 
has begun accepting 
nominations for Dread 
Strong Staff Appreci-
ation Awards. Com-
munity members are 
encouraged to show 
their appreciation to 
the DCS staff with a 
Dread Strong Staff Ap-
preciation Award by 
making a donation in 
their honor to the Ed-
ucational Foundation 
of Dexter. The dead-
line to nominate a staff 
member is June 7th.

Board Comments:
Trustee Bruderly 

gave a heartfelt ‘thank 
you’ to staff, parents, 
students and all those 
anxious to be done 
with this school year. 
She said staff have 
worked so hard in the 
classroom, distribut-
ing lunches, etc., and 
everyone is exhaust-

ed, but she wanted to 
share how impressed 
she is with how the 
school year has gone.

I n f o r m a t i o n 
Items:

Board packet in-
formation items in-
cluded the May 10th 
Board Bulletin, draft 
minutes from the May 
18th Policy Commit-
tee meeting and no-
tice that Lisa Melvin 
in the Business Office 
received her MSBO 
Certification as a Pupil 
Accounting Specialist.

After cancelling 
the unnecessary virtu-

al meeting, the regular 
session meeting was 
adjourned.

For the full meet-
ing video, please visit 

https://www.dexter-
schools.org/district/
board-of-education/
meetings/videos.
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The meeting min-
utes were approved 
without updates or 
comments. Jamie 
moved that the agen-
da be approved with a 
change, and asked that 
J-4 be moved to L6.  The 
motion carried. 

There was a public 
hearing on the 2021-
2022 milage rate and 
budget.   There was no 
public comment. Paul 
gave his traditional 
comment.  He noted 
that Dexter’s rainy day 
fund is close to double 
the size of the recom-
mended.  The mileage 
rate is set to stay the 
same. Zach noted that 
all the meetings were 
scheduled during his 
work hours and apol-
ogized if his questions 
were already covered. 
Zach asked if the Broad 
Street property tax reve-
nue was taken off to ad-
just since the purchase 
price was included.  Jus-
tin will prepare those 

Dexter Daze is Back! (City Council Meeting)
edits for the adoption 
of the budget which will 
be on the agenda.  Ma-
rie stated that the Broad 
property will remain 
taxable so it does not 
need editing.  The 2021-
2022 mileage motion 
carried. 

The next public 
hearing opened on the 
water and sewer rates. 
Justin noted there is 
an option for a second 
meter for outdoor us-
age.  Jamie stated that 
the date on the resolu-
tion was wrong.  Justin 
agreed that it will be up-
dated.  

Non-Arranged par-
ticipation was next. 
Theo commented the 
recycling center does 
not take pizza boxes so 
pizza boxes should not 
be put in the recycling 
bin.  Jack Huren shared 
his frustration with 
Comcast and the fact 
that they have a monop-
oly on service.   

There were no ques-
tions on Dan’s report.  

Michelle Aniol 

spoke on her commu-
nications and followed 
up with Comcast.  She 
is giving the Comcast 
rep a visual of people 
struggling with Com-
cast service. Michelle is 
reaching out to AT&T 
and requesting higher 
speed internet so that 
more options are avail-
able.   Michelle provid-
ed the Council with a 
lot of information on 
the form based code.  
She explained that the 
Council can look at the 
information and ask 
questions.   She wants 
to make sure everyone 
understands it prior to 
moving forward.  Wylie 
is doing a presentation 
tomorrow on their tree 
project in Peace Park. 
There was a request for 
an amended permit for 
the Beer Grotto.  She 
is impressed with the 
ownership for working 
to make the city space 
look good. Michelle had 
a question for Council 
in between Beer Grotto 
and Dairy Queen.  She 

wants to know if it can 
be turned into a right 
turn only. The city has 
discussed this prior to 
Covid.  Zach supports 
the idea but stated that 
it should be time limit-
ed so that when there is 
no traffic, there is free 
range of motion.  3126 
Alpine Boxwood Studio 
closed a bit ago. Sara’s 
Family Barber shop will 
be opening there. 

Justin spoke next 
and stated tagging for 
recycling begins next 
Monday. Jamie asked if 
there were any updates 
on the living conditions 
for first responders.  
Justin does not have ad-
ditional information on 
the topic .  He will put 
something together for 
her.  The Mayor stated 
there’s a lot to talk about 
with the fire station and 
this body needs to get 
to that.  He stated that it 
needs to be on the agen-
da and agree to plan 
time to talk about it and 
then do it.  

The Mayor gave his 
report.  He received an-
other application today. 
He would like to be on 
the parks and rec  and 
the mayor wants to add 
that into his recommen-
dation. The Mayor will 
have reappointments 
for other boards at the 
next meeting. Jamie 
would like to see more 
information about the 
applicants in the pack-
et. She also wondered 
if references had been 

checked on City Man-
ager applicants.  The 
mayor did not want to 
overstep his bounds.  
The Mayor is happy to 
do it if the council wants 
him to. 

The consent agenda 
was approved next. 

K-1 Resolution to 
Authorize the Execution 
of Closing Documenta-
tion on the Purchase of 
3515 Broad Street and to 
Designate Signatories; 
Justin reached out to the 
sellers and is working 
with the city amend-
ment to have it signed 
and finalized.  Zach had  
some questions.  DPW 
will handle mowing 
and snow removal.  He 
wanted to know if there 
was any interest in long 
term rental.  No, there 
isn't.  If it’s going to be 
a short term rental sit-
uation, who in city staff 
will manage it? He sus-
pects it will be a 20 hour 
a week type job.  Zach 
warned that there are 
a lot of costs related to 
buying a cool building 
and he doesn’t want it to 
become the Taj Ma City 
Hall.  There was addi-
tional context given by 
Wa and Jamie. Paul stat-
ed this is not a citizen 
issue but a staff issue. 
Paul marvels at the way 
we switch horses in the 
middle of the stream. 
Paul does not think this 
is more of a priority 
than a new fire station.  
He hopes we have the 
same ability to get this 

work done for the fire-
hall. Jamie noted the 
date was wrong because 
it was a carry over from 
the last meeting.   It will 
be fixed. The motion 
carried.  

K-2 3515 Broad 
Street Next Steps; Make 
improvements to the 
building as outlined in 
the packet. Justin threw 
some options out and 
requested feedback as 
they look toward capi-
tal improvements. Zach 
proposed a subcom-
mittee to go through 
and make recommen-
dations to the Council.  
Zach noted some archi-
tectural things.   David 
Gassen spoke and ad-
dressed some of Zach’s 
concerns.  

K-3  Discussion/
Consideration of: City 
Council Vacancy;  The 
Mayor is not sure where 
to go from here.   The 
Mayor wants to know 
if the council is looking 
for him to continue the 
process?  He does not 
want to make a mock-
ery of all five people.  He 
is asking the Council for 
feedback. Jamie noted 
that she was prepared to 
vote for other names if 
they were brought for-
ward.  She stated that 
there could be a dead-
lock. She does not want 
to change the process 
because there could be 
someone brought for-
ward who could get four 
votes.  The Mayor would 
 continued on page 9



Page 9Dexter Guardian June 18, 2021    

 ➢ continued from page 8
like to know what the 
Council is doing to 
make a decision prior to 
him putting forward an-
other name. Zach asked 
when this portion of the 
rules was created. It was 
in 2004.  It predates the 
charter.  Zach believes 
we should go through 
the remaining candi-
dates until we get to 
someone who gets the 
four votes.  He does not 
believe it should be done 
tonight.   He believes 
they should review 
the applications. Jamie 
asked if a ranked choice 
voting option were done 
in the future that a roll 
call vote would need to 
be done. Jamie wants 
to know what roll call 
means.  Does it mean 
yes or no response? Paul 
hopes that it doesn’t go 
three months, like we 
did with some mem-
bers.  We can’t wait two 
or three months before 
we do anything.  It’s up 
to the new member to 
catch up. The Mayor 
will continue the pro-
cess for the June 28th 
meeting. 

K-4 Conflict of In-
terest Ordinance; Ja-
mie discussed why she 
thought the net should 
be a little broader.  The 
goal of changes she 
suggested is a wider 
net, relationship, not 
just immediate family.  
She’s open to feedback 
on what she provided.  
Zach is in favor of high-
er standards and clarify-
ing language. Ethics act 

Dexter Daze is Back! (City Council Meeting)
is broader because it’s 
beyond conflicts.  Con-
cepts contained in the 
ethics act  are certainly 
applicable.  Might make 
sense to change the 
name of the ordinance 
so it reflects the broader 
nature of the ordinance. 
Paul stated that he has 
no problem redefining 
the conflict of interest 
if it is needed.  But the 
nonprofit part has him 
stuck.  Paul addressed 
that the City Manger 
was on the Board of 
Faith in Action.  He 
feels that this ordinance 
is related to Jamie’s feel-
ing that this was a con-
flict of interest.  But the 
issue was never Faith in 
Action, it was Avalon 
housing.  Paul noted 
that he has financial-
ly supported Faith in 
Action.  Paul received 
an award from Faith in 
Action.  His wife was 
accused of working for 
Faith in Action when 
she was a volunteer and 
has never seen a pen-
ny for her donation of 
time.  Paul is concerned 
that this could hurt the 
community as a whole. 
Paul sees conflict if you 
get profit from an entity 
that’s going to pay you 
or a buddy.  He’s strug-
gling with this partic-
ular issue.  Zach sees 
conflict broader than 
if you’re going to make 
money.he noted that an 
entanglement with the 
wellness center might 
impact a vote.  Zach sees 
the value of expand-
ing it beyond financial 

gain.  Courtney thinks 
this would help restore 
trust that was lost with-
in the community.  Why 
not error on the side 
that appears most trust-
worthy and transparent 
and will enhance trust?

New Business was 
next;

L1 Consideration 
of: Text Amendment to 
the Zoning Ordinance 
for Accessory Dwell-
ing Units;  Zach thinks 
the text is very clean 
and is enthusiastic that 
it’s allowing for the op-
portunity.  Michelle 
went over the high-
light of her review of 
the amendments. There 
are two modifications 
to the language that 
were previously seen.  
Inspections were re-
moved.  Public utilities 
they removed shall and 
replaced it with may 
for service leads with 
water and sewer.  They 
spent some time trying 
to make the language 
a little more clear. The 
motion was amended to 
clarify language.   The 
motion was approved.

L-2 Authorization 
to Request Consultation 
Assistance from MIO-
SHA;  Zach offered to 
postpone the vote.  The 
idea that just sprucing 
up the fire station  is not 
reasonable.  The Mayor 
suggested having a fire 
station discussion until 
July 12th.  The motion 
to postpone was made 
and passed.     

L-4 Dexter Daze 
Park Use Permit Re-

quest;  Zach moved for 
approval with a few oth-
er  conditions secured, 
like fire and police. In-
surance provided and 
Dexter Daze adheres to 
the health department 
rules and conditions. Ja-
mie noted she received 
18 emails from the pub-
lic in support of it and 
appreciates feedback.  
Tracy stated that these 
conditions will be met 
pending an approval.  
Motion carried.  Dexter 
Daze is back! 

L-5 Dexter Area 
Firefighters Associa-
tion Park Use Permit 
Request; The motion 
passed.

L-6 Blackbelt  Acad-
emy park use permit; 
She’s wanting to be sure 
the date did not conflict 
with Dexter Daze. If ap-
proved it is not available 
the Saturday of Dexter 
Daze, Saturday August 
14th.  Donna wanted 
to be certain we ac-
commodate business-
es wanting to use city 
facilities.  Justin noted 
the flexibility given to 
restaurants and outdoor 
retailers and wanting to 
give the same consider-
ation to other business-
es. The motion was ap-
proved.  

Council Comments 
was next;

Paul congratulated 
Bella on a great soccer 
season this year.

Zach Noted that 
he abstained because 
of payroll going to his 
employer.  He asked if 
the students wanted to 

continue the parade.  
The students stated that 
it seems like it’s more 
for the parents and not 
a priority of the stu-
dents.  Zach would like 
to abandon the trope of 
Taj Mahal.  We all pay 
for it so he wants to be 
certain that it’s not too 
much money. He not-
ed that pushing off the 
fire department, we’re 
at two seasons of cost 
increases.  He noted the 
cost of lumber has sky-
rocketed. 

Donna is really hap-
py to find out that Bella 
and Alex will be back 
for another year. Jamie  
does not believe anyone 
is trying to compromise 
the services provided to 
residents or the well be-
ing  of first responders.  
Lack of action on the 
fire station is not due to 
lack of information or 
discussion. She noted 
that trust and respect 
is lost somewhere.  She 
is requesting that Ryan 
Henyard’s suggestion 
for a facilitator is the 
solution.  She;s asking 
for staff to research and 
she will research it as 
well. 

Wa thinks it’s great 
that a big step forward 
was taken tonight.  She 
noted that the interim 
city manager has been 
doing two jobs for sev-
en months.  She does 
not like that he’s been 
nitpicked.  Stated that 
we need to act more like 
humans and less like 
politicians.  Wa does 
not agree that public 

trust  was broken with 
the former city man-
ager.  Wa does not like 
how staff has been treat-
ed.  

Non-Arranged par-
ticipation; Michelle 
thanked the council for 
making a decision on 
city offices. Joe Semife-
ro thanked the council 
for the ADU decision.  
He would like the ordi-
nance to supersede sub-
division bi-laws to open 
up housing options.  He 
was disturbed by the let-
ter that came from the 
chief.  He is concerned 
that firefighters would 
not be stationed in the 
city.  He noted that a non 
platoon schedule would 
keep firefighters in the 
city and protect the fire-
fighters.  The 2016 study 
made no mention of the 
new fire halls.  We need 
to not build more than 
what we need.  

Chief Smith spoke 
live from Cancun.  He 
put on a program about 
fire services and what it 
takes to put on fire ser-
vices to a community.   
He notes that 8 hour 
shifts are very costly 
and the most expensive 
way to run a fire sta-
tion.  He has 40 in the 
business and 20 as a fire 
chief.  He stated that Joe 
does not have facts or 
experience to support 
his comments.  He is 
very disturbed by Joe’s 
comments. 

The meeting was 
adjourned. 
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