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From Tammy Reich
For the second 

year in a row, the 
Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and 
Human Services, in 
collaboration with 

Creekside 
Intermediate School 

Wins Silver Michigan 
School Wellness 
Award (Again!)

the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education, 
United Dairy Indus-
try of Michigan, Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan and Action 
for Healthy Kids, has 

honored Creekside In-
termediate School in 
Dexter with the Mich-
igan School Wellness 
Silver Award. Dexter 
was one of forty-six 

Arianne Slay
Photo Courtesy of Arianne Slay

Interview with Arianne Slay: Candidate 
for Washtenaw County Prosecutor

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

With Brian Mack-
ie’s retirement, Washt-
enaw County residents 
have a big choice.  
Mackie has been in 
office since 1992 and 
residents may not have 
felt like there was much 

of a decision since.    
Mackie has not faced 
a Democratic primary 
opponent since he took 
office in 1993.    With 
his retirement 3 Dem-
ocrats will face off in 
the August 4th prima-
ry.  With COVID-19 
impacting candidates’ 

ability to meet the vot-
ers, I’m excited to have 
a forum to introduce 
the candidates.   This 
week I spoke to Ari-
anne Slay, one of the 
three candidates run-
ning for Washtenaw 
County prosecutor.  

The first question 
I asked Arianne was 
her why: “Why did you 
decide to run now?”   
Her initial response 
gave me insight into 
who she is. Strength 
and confidence came 
through immediately.  
She stated there was 
no way she would not 
run now. She started to 
delve into her experi-
ence, which was a per-
sonal account of what 
she saw in her career 
and what she believes 
needs to change.  Ari-
anne is the only candi-
date with experience as 
a prosecutor.  She left 
the county and began 
working for the City of 
Ann Arbor as Senior 
Assistant City Attor-
ney.  She spoke of the 
trajectory of crime and 
how she’s concerned 
for what is happening 
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 ➢ continued from page 1
Michigan schools rec-
ognized with School 
Wellness Awards for 
the 2019-20 school 
year.

Per their website 
(swa.mihealthtools.
org), the School Well-
ness Award (SWA) 
recognizes schools 
that are making sig-
nificant policy and 
environmental im-
provements in their 
environment relat-
ed to healthy eating, 
physical activity, and 
tobacco-free lifestyles. 
Originally known as 
the Healthy School 
Environment Recog-
nition Program, this 
award was established 
in 2006 and has un-
dergone several iter-
ations to its present 
title, which was re-es-
tablished in 2011.

The application 
process includes 
self-evaluation of 
activities and ac-
complishments, in-
cluding submitting 
a Success Story. This 
is Creekside’s: With 
a focus on mental 
health, Creekside has 
designed a quiet space 
called the Zen Den. 
This area is available 

Creekside Intermediate 
School Wins Silver 

Michigan School Wellness 
Award (Again!)

for any student who is 
struggling emotional-
ly, giving them a safe 
place to calm down 
and regain control 
before rejoining their 
class. It was imple-
mented in response 
to a growing need 
for social-emotion-
al learning, emotion 
regulation, and stress 
management for our 
students. It also pro-
vides life-long skills. 
The Zen Den is part 
of an elective course 
about mindfulness 
called Kind Mindz, 
and is available for the 
fifth- and sixth-grad-
ers at Creekside. 
Kind Mindz focuses 
on Mindfulness and 
stretching. The Zen 
Den is a calm and wel-
coming space where 
students and staff can 
practice mindfulness 
and regulate their 
mind and body.

We have soft light-
ing, music and lots of 
resources like yoga 
mats, pillows, differ-
ent types of comfort-
able seating, color-
ing, etc. Students are 
welcome to visit the 
space when they need, 
our mindfulness flex 
classes are held in the 

space, and community 
education holds yoga 
classes after school for 
Creekside students. 
Students have loved 
the new classes avail-
able during and after 
school, and teachers 
have noticed improve-
ments in mood.

The classes are led 
by a sixth-grade teach-
er and a fifth-grade 
teacher. Curriculum 
was developed by the 
teachers, and both the 
principal and assistant 
principal helped iden-
tify a space and obtain 
materials.

Creekside Prin-
cipal Tammy Reich 
said, “Creekside staff 
value educating the 
whole child and this 
recognition from the 
state is greatly appre-
ciated. Thanks to life-
time fitness teachers 
Fred Ligrow and An-
gie Scott, who spear-
headed the Wellness 
Award application 
process and project 
implementation, and 
to Elizabeth Melvin 
and Narda Black, who 
run the mindfulness 
classes.”

For further infor-
mation, please visit: 
swa.mihealthtools.org
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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By: Michelle Elie, Re-
altor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@
gmail.com

Although many 
businesses were still be-
ing shuddered for safety 
during May, Real Es-
tate was given the green 
light, and Realtors were 
chomping at the bit to 
get back out selling.  The 
use of video tours on 
listings were used min-
imally prior to the stay 
at home order, but have 
become common place 
now as a way for inter-
ested buyers to under-
stand floor plans and get 
a better sense of the feel 
of homes.  Homes were 
selling in May without 
buyers actually walking 
through the house, but 
by watching the virtual 
tours.  The numbers here 
aren’t as bad as one may 
expect considering what 
we’ve been through in 
the past several months, 
and check out the num-

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of homes sold 
Average sale price

Here’s the 2020 May Dexter Real Estate recap;

Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of homes sold 
Average sale price

May Summary

ber of new listings com-
pared to last year!

Of the 64 new list-
ings last month, 38 have 
accepted offers or have 
sold!  Currently there 
are 96 homes in Dexter 
available on the market.   
Things are happening 
now that are consis-
tent with previous years 
spring market frenzy; 
multiple offers, price 
escalation clauses at-
tempting to out-bid oth-
er offers, quick sales and 
cash offers.  Buyers must 
be ready to write offers 

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors MLS

and be pre-approved 
for their mortgages, and 
houses for sale need 
to be show ready and 
priced right.  What has 
changed is safety mea-
sures that are currently 
in place; agents and buy-
ers must wear masks, 
and are encouraged to 
touch as few things as 
possible.  Open hous-
es are starting back up.  
We’re now practicing 
our new normal.  Sales 
remain strong, as do the 
sales prices.

2020
64

414,027 
15 

485,471

2019
45

438,767 
28

398,529
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DEXTER DREADNAUGHTS 
SPORTS SCHEDULES

ALL SPORTS ARE 
CANCELLED AT THIS TIME

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
CITY OF JACKSON, NASA ASTRONAUT, 

"THE TONIGHT SHOW" AND BILL BAILEY

I'm just a travelin' 
man...

One of my favor-
ite pastimes in life is 
driving throughout the 
state of Michigan, from 
Monroe to Menominee 
and from Cassopolis to 
Calumet and all points 
in between. 

Last spring and 
summer and into fall 
before it became too 
cold and snowy, I trav-
eled throughout the 
western Upper Penin-
sula. Three of my loves 
in life are history, sports 
and all things state 
of Michigan. In each 
area or city or town 
throughout the Great 
Lakes State that I drive 
through and visit, I al-
ways look for each lo-
cation's history, sports 
history and interesting 
"state of Michigan" tid-
bits, trivia, legends or 
myths, etc. that make 
the place I'm exploring 
unique. 

With the warmer 
weather and pleasant 
temperatures, I decid-
ed to hop in my vehicle, 

crank up the Van Halen 
and AC/DC tunes and 
hit the road seeking 
adventure. I decided to 
stay close to home to 
start my "travelin' sea-
son," visiting Jackson, 
Michigan. A 20-minute 
or so drive west on I-94, 
I've been to Jackson 
many times, but always 
just for a quick bite to 
eat or simply driving 
through toward anoth-
er location. 

Founded in 1829, 
the city of Jackson is 
named after Andrew 
Jackson, the nation's 
seventh president and 
the hero of the Battle of 
New Orleans in the War 
of 1812. With a popula-
tion of close to 35,000, 
Jackson is the county 
seat of Jackson County 
and is the cultural and 
entertainment hub of 
the area. 

The skyline of downtown Jackson, Michigan.

Jackson native Jack 
Paar was the second 
host of "The Tonight 

Show."

Jackson's Al Worden was a part of the three-man crew of NASA's 
Apollo 15 trip to the moon in 1970. Soon after returning from space, 

Worden presented his alma mater Jackson High School, with a Block J 
from the school's flag he took to the moon and back.

Jackson is known 
for being the "birth-
place of the Republican 
Party" at a site in town 
known as "Under the 
Oaks." Politicians met 
at the site in the 1850s 
to discuss important 
issues of the day. The 
town also is known 
for the beautiful and 
jaw-dropping Cascade 
Falls, the Ella Sharp 
Park and the Ella Sharp 
Museum, the opulent 
and grand Michigan 
Theater and the mys-
terious, seven-story, 
stone-walled Helmer 
Castle. 

Jackson also claims 
to be the "birthplace of 
the Coney Island hot 
dog." In 1914, George 
Todoroff opened the 
first Coney Island 
restaurant right next to 
the Michigan Central 
Railroad Jackson De-

pot. On the U.S. Reg-
ister of Historic Places, 
the Jackson Depot was 
opened in 1841 and is 
reported to be the old-
est train station in con-

tinuous active use in 
the nation. 

Jackson is also home 
to Michigan's first state 
prison. Built in 1838, 
the Jackson State Pris-
on was massive and by 
1882, it was the world's 
largest walled prison. 
The original prison 
closed in 1934. 

Jackson is also 
home to Pro Football 
Hall-of-Famer Tony 
Dungy. A 1972 gradu-
ate of Jackson Parkside 
High School, Dungy 
would go on to play at 
the University of Min-
nesota before prowling 
the defensive second-
ary in the NFL for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, San 
Francisco 49ers and 
the New York Giants. 

In 1978, he helped lead 
the Steelers to victo-
ry in Super Bowl XIII. 
After his playing career 
ended, Dungy was head 
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From Matt Pegouskie
Homebound stu-

dents are being told to 
‘exercise their brains’. 

Seniors, for de-
cades, have been told 
their heart is a muscle 
and it needs exercise.

We are supposed 
to exercise our rights. 

If someone just 
says exercise, most of 
us think about the kind 
of exercise happening 
on trails and sidewalks 
all over our 5 Healthy 
Towns. Physical move-
ment. 

The Broad Use of the Term “Exercise”

And now, the peo-
ple in our 5 Healthy 
Towns have done an 
amazing job of exer-
cising their civic mus-
cle. 

In 2010, 2015 and 
again in 2020 residents 
in our communities 
were asked to partic-
ipate in surveys. The 
purpose of the surveys 
is to guide decisions 
about how to make our 
community healthier 
in mind and body.

In 2010 and 2015 
the surveys were done 

by phone. Everyone 
involved worried that, 
because of challeng-
es presented by cell 
phones, we wouldn’t be 
able to reach enough 
people to meet our 
goals. We were right to 
worry. We didn’t meet 
our goals for the num-
ber of respondents in 
any of the five com-
munities in 2015. 

In 2020 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation de-
cided to try a different 
approach. We hired a 
local company, Second 

to None, and asked 
them to conduct an 
electronic survey. We 
designed questions to 
tell us only what we 
need to know, reduc-
ing the total number 
of questions from 200 
to 20 – saving sur-
vey-takers valuable 
time.

Once the sur-
vey was designed, we 
asked everyone we 
know to push out the 
link to the survey. We 
had an amazing re-
sponse! Amazing! 

In Chelsea we had 
a 165% percent im-
provement in respons-
es from 2015 to 2020. 

In Dexter the per-
cent improvement was 
also 165.

Grass Lake had a 
144% improvement 
over 2015.

Manchester’s im-
provement was 134%. 

And Stockbridge 
stole the percentage 
of improvement show 
with a whopping 193% 
improvement in re-

sponses between 2015 
and 2020. 

In order of total 
number of responses, 
Chelsea finished in 
first place. Manches-
ter finished in second 
place with Dexter 
close behind. Grass 
Lake and Stockbridge 
followed, in that order. 
Special mention to 
Manchester. They are 
our smallest commu-
nity and finished with 
the second highest 
number of responses 
by the day the survey 
was scheduled to end. 

For now, the to-
tal number of surveys 
completed is the most 
significant thing we 
know. Soon we’ll start 
telling you other im-
portant things we will 
learn about the way 
we live. I suspect there 
will be some surprises 
– let’s hope they are all 
good. 

We promised one 
randomly drawn win-
ner in each communi-
ty. We asked the peo-

ple at Second to None 
to select the winners, 
electronically, so there 
would be no influence 
by those of us who 
know the communi-
ties, well. Winners will 
each select a gift worth 
$200, with a wellness 
focus. Those winners 
are: 

Andrea Tompkins 
– Grass Lake

Sue Phare - Man-
chester

Wesley Starr – 
Stockbridge 

The Dexter and 
Chelsea winners have 
asked to remain anon-
ymous.  

Congratulations to 
these winners and to 
everyone in the com-
munity who will ben-
efit from our ability to 
focus future spending 
on areas of greatest 
need. 

We truly thank all 
the ~2600 people who 
exercised their civic 
muscle.

in the county.  Ari-
anne believes the best 
way to reduce crimi-
nal behavior is to ad-
dress the root cause of 
crime.  The first time 
the courts see a crimi-
nal can have a huge im-
pact on the future, not 
just for the criminal, 
but for all of us, who 
can potentially become 
victims if the root cause 
is not addressed.  She 
listed common issues 
that need addressing 
to prevent criminal be-
havior; healthcare, af-
fordable housing, and 
mental health.   Arri-
anne stated she needs 
community involve-
ment to provide real 
solutions.  She also said 
Washtenaw County is 
missing data and the 
ability to collect data 
and review trends and 
results.    She explained 
that only focusing on 
punitive actions can 
create worse situations 
that equate to future 

Interview with Arianne Slay: Candidate 
for Washtenaw County Prosecutor

crime.  She explained 
that job loss, housing 
loss, court costs, and 
fines can lead a person 
to commit more crime.   
She’d like to focus on 
rehabilitative options.  
She mentioned her 
experience with the 
mental health court. 
She reiterated that 
community involve-
ment and participation 
are needed to co-pro-
duce reform, including 
bringing in social ser-
vice providers.  She is 
also well versed in vic-
tims’ experience.  She 
currently trains law 
enforcement and pros-
ecutors across the state 
of Michigan on domes-
tic violence investiga-
tion and prosecution. 
Arianne acknowledg-
es that in some cases, 
criminals need to be 
removed from soci-
ety.  She’s prosecuted 
every type of crime 
from drunk driving to 
homicide.  Her experi-
ence and understand-

ing of what the office 
needs is impressive.  To 
read more about her 
work, I encourage you 
to visit her website at 
arianneslay.com.

I asked Arianne 
Slay how her cam-
paign had changed 
with COVID-19.  She 
stated that instead of 
door knocking, she 
is phone banking.  I 
asked her how it was 
going. She sounded 
surprised that people 
were genuinely happy 
to hear from the can-
didates.  She thought 
maybe social isolation 
made people more re-
ceptive to phone calls.  
Arianne enjoys helping 
voters become more 
informed so she’s en-
joying being able to get 
in contact with resi-
dents.  She stated that 
with restrictions easing 
that her campaign will 
be doing no contact 
door hanging.  Her 
first mailer is going out 
and yard signs are be-

ing distributed across 
the county.  

 Arianne Slay has 
a long list of endorse-
ments including; Kym 
Worthy Wayne Coun-
ty Prosecutor, Jerry 
Clayton Washtenaw 
County Sheriff, Saline 
Mayor Brian Marl, 
Chelsea Mayor Melis-
sa Johnson, Sue Shink 
Washtenaw County 
Commissioner and 
many, many more.  For 
a complete list check 
out her website men-
tioned above.

Arianne Slay’s 
website states if elected 
she would be Washt-
enaw County’s first 
female and first Afri-
can American coun-
ty prosecutor.  It also 
states that her father 
was a police officer.   
Could not ignore the 
current state of affairs 
in this country.  She 
explained that her fa-
ther became a police 
officer because of a 
horrible experience as 
a child, an experience 
that should have in-
volved the police, but 
did not because the 
police were members 
of the KKK.  He taught 
her that he wanted to 
be a part of the change 
from within. Arianne 
is carrying on the fam-
ily tradition.  

“I understand the 
culture of policing 
in our country is not 
what we deserve. The 
culture in some plac-
es it’s more acceptable 
to not have evolved.  I 
want to be the chief 
law enforcement of 
the county.”  She went 
on to address training 
of officers.  She stated 
the only requirement 
for training after being 
hired is gun certifica-

tion.  Arianne Slay is 
a certified  Mcoles in-
structor.  She explained 
that a police officer 
needs to have the heart 
of a social worker and 
the patience of a kin-
dergarten teacher.  She 
said as an instructor 
she’s trying to change 
the culture.  She said 
experience actually 
matters and our com-
munity deserves trau-
ma-informed police 
able to ask questions in 
a respectful way.  As a 
prosecutor of domestic 
violence, she’s learned 
how to treat victims in 
the best possible way.  
Arianne also addressed 
the need for bias train-
ing and de-escalation 

training. Arianne states 
that like her father, she 
believes reform must 
come from the inside. 
She states that she has 
the experience to nav-
igate the system.  She 
won’t blow up the sys-
tem and will follow 
legislation.  But she 
believes some legisla-
tion needs to change 
for lasting systemic 
change.  She believes 
everyone has a place 
in change.  She ap-
preciates the protests. 
Arianne states some-
body has to go in and 
get things to change. 
“Somebody has to do 
it.  I’m ready.”  Based 
on her vast experience, 
I believe her. 

 ➢ continued from page 1
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On June 2, Chris 
Timmis provided a 
virtual meeting to 
discuss the work the 
district is doing to 
provide online learn-
ing for students.  The 
rate of change regard-
ing COVID-19 has 
been rapid.  Each time 
an order changes, the 
school scrambles to 
adjust.  It sounds like 
Dr. Timmis would 
like to be prepared for 
everything.  The Dex-
ter School District is 
working overtime to 
be ready.  

Online learn-
ing will be improved 
from this past Spring.  
Parents struggled 
with the use of mul-
tiple platforms.  The 
district is attempt-
ing to streamline so 
that platforms are the 
same and based on 

Superintendent Timmis hosts 
Information Session On Online 

Learning
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

grade level.  If par-
ents have multiple 
students across the 
grades, there could 
potentially be several 
platforms in use. The 
platforms used will be 
based on grade and 
the decision to go on-
line only, or hybrid.  
And yes, because that 
was a common ques-
tion, Dexter is plan-
ning on providing 
parents with a hybrid 
option.  

Many final deci-
sions on which plat-
forms and online 
sources will depend 
on the number of 
students and size of 
online courses.  The 
school will be work-
ing through the data 
and checking back 
with parents as the 
summer continues.  
Parents are not re-
quired to make final 
decisions right now.   

It will be helpful to 
have decisions in ear-
ly August, but as the 
situation is fluid, the 
decision will be flu-
id until the start of 
school.  

Students choos-
ing online, will re-
ceive grades, have 
access to counseling 
services, and special 
education services.  
Online students will 
be allowed to partic-
ipate in sports and 
clubs as well.  The 
online option that 
Dexter is likely to use 
for elementary aged 
children is Lincoln 
Interactive.  K-2 will 
use seesaw, 3-12 will 
use canvas.  The sum-
mit program has its 
own platform. Class-
es will be planned so 
that students can go 
online or attend in 
person.  When school 
starts the goal is to 

have a month of les-
sons ready. This will 
allow parents to uti-
lize the hybrid op-
tion.  If someone in 
the school contracts 
COVID-19 and a 
mandatory shutdown 
happens for a few 
days, students can 
continue to work on 
schedule at home.  

For students in 
grades 9-12, Dexter 
already uses Michigan 
Virtual Classroom 
for online students at 
the high school level. 
Prior to COVID-19, 
Dexter had upwards 
of 250 students taking 
some online courses 
every year through 
Virtual Classroom.  If 
there are not enough 
students for a course, 
students will utilize 
Michigan Virtual 
Classroom.  If there 
are enough students, 
Dexter teachers will 

create a hybrid course 
for students.  

Dr. Timmis dis-
cussed a timeline.  He 
explained he is wait-
ing for state guide-
lines.  He expects he 
will get them by the 
end of June.  He re-
minded us of how 
quickly everything 
changes.  Once there 
are state guidelines, 
the school will release 
plans.  Dexter School 
District is working 
very hard to create 
pathways for all stu-
dents in the district.  
It seems like a chal-
lenging job, given 
how rapidly things 
have changed.  

The district 
has been following 
schools across the 
world to see what op-
tions are working.   A 
model that seems to 
be working is to have 
things set up so stu-

dents can do a mix of 
in class and remote 
learning, with the goal 
of moving toward and 
phasing in to school 
full time. Nobody is 
certain where things 
will be in September.  
Regardless, the par-
ents will be offered 
a full online option 
through the district 
no matter what.   

The situation is 
changing daily.  I’m 
confident the district 
is working hard each 
and every day to make 
certain all students 
and parents have op-
tions with which they 
are comfortable.  It’s 
not a job I envy, but 
I am impressed with 
the care and effort by 
administration and 
staff to ensure each 
student has access to 
education during a 
pandemic. 
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Due to the gover-
nor relaxing restric-
tions, the library is 
preparing to reopen.  
Starting June 8th, 
drop boxes will be ac-
cepting materials for 
return.  All materials 
will be placed in quar-
antine for a time to 
ensure safety.  Start-
ing June 15th curb-
side pick up will be 
available.   Curbside 
services will be from 
noon to 6pm Monday 
through Friday.  The 
library will close for 
the weekend of June 
20-21 to assess plans 
and adjust as needed.   
Watch for updates on 

COVID-19 Updates
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

hours and services.  
The library is dealing 
with the fluid nature 
of the pandemic.  Cur-
rently, the library has 
cancelled it’s book sale 
and donations.  Most 
of the volunteers that 
do the work are con-
sidered high risk and 
the space does not al-
low for social distanc-
ing. 

Dexter Seniors 
participated in a se-
nior processional 
thanks to the hard 
work of some senior 
parents, faculty and 
staff, as well as quick 
action from the City 
Council.  But under-
standing the signifi-
cance and importance 

of a graduation cere-
mony, Dexter School 
District is trying to 
formulate plans for 
an actual ceremony.  
The date will be July 
12 and the location 
is Al Ritt Stadium.   
Time and other details 
are still being deter-
mined, according to 
Hope Vestergaard of 
Dexter Schools.  As 
soon as more details 
become available, the 
information will be 
released.  Again, plan-
ning anything during 
a pandemic is difficult 
so the public needs to 
be patient while the 
district scrambles to 
provide seniors with a 
ceremony. 

The Dexter Area 
Museum re-opened 
on Saturday June 
13th. We are asking 
for Visitors to use 
masks and practice 
“Social Distancing”. 
Additionally, we will 
limit the groups to 10 
visitors in the Muse-
um at any time. If all 
goes well, we will plan 
to resume our regu-
lar schedule and be 
open every Friday and 
Saturday from 1 to 3 

Dexter Area 
Museum set to 

re-open
through November. 
We have been rear-
ranging, decorating 
and cleaning in prepa-
ration for our opening. 
As part of the Women’s 
Suffrage Celebration, 
our special exhibit will 
highlight women from 
Dexter who had jobs 
outside the home 100 
years ago. We have a 
barber/hairdresser, a 
blacksmith, a school 
teacher, a telephone 
operator and 3 sisters 

who had a hat shop. 
Genealogical Research 
will only be done by 
our staff, no public 
use of our research 
materials until this vi-
rus is over. Donations 
of items will be ac-
cepted at a later date. 
For further informa-
tion, check out our 
website,  DexterHis-
tory.org  or email us 
at DexMuseum@aol.
com.

From Shop Dexter
SPRING VAL-

LEY TROUT FARM 
NAMED ONE OF THE 
MOST WHOLESOME 
PLACES TO SPEND A 
DAY IN MICHIGAN: 
Congratulations to Jim 
and his wife Jeanie on 
being acknowledged 
by  "Only In Your State" 
magazine for this well 
deserved write up. When 
it comes to summertime 
adventures in Michigan, 
the options are endless. 
Our state is home to ev-
erything from beautiful 

Spring Valley Trout Farm Recognized
beaches to sprawling 
wineries to museums 
and historical sites. But, 
if you’re searching for 
a family-friendly out-
ing that will allow you 
to get outside and take 
part in a classic activi-
ty, look no further than 
this charming trout 
farm. This unique spot 
has drawn in visitors for 
50 years, first opening 
its doors back in 1970. 
When you’re searching 
for summer fun, Spring 
Valley belongs on your 
bucket list. While “trout 

farm” is in its name, 
this serene locale ac-
tually classifies itself as 
a park where fish can 
be caught. There are 20 
acres of lovely land to 
appreciate here. When 
you’re looking for an 
out-of-the-ordinar y 
day trip to enjoy with 
loved ones in Michi-
gan, be sure to consid-
er Spring Valley Trout 
Farm. You’ll truly enjoy 
every acre. Spring Valley 
Trout Farm is located at 
12190 Island Lake Rd in 
Dexter.

It is with great 
sadness that we make 
the official announce-
ment that Red Brick 
Kitchen & Bar will 
not be re-opening 
for business. This 
has been a difficult 
year  for many rea-
sons, and we did not 
come to this decision 
lightly. September 

Red Brick Kitchen & Bar Closing 
its Doors

1, 2020 would have 
marked 10 years in 
business.

From the very first 
day we opened Red 
Brick, the commu-
nity and customers 
have been wonderful, 
and have become part 
of our family. We’ve 
helped you celebrate 
birthdays, anniversa-

ries, weddings, grad-
uations, and even 
new babies. All of our 
staff have been amaz-
ing as well, and we 
couldn’t have done it 
without them. They 
all brought some-
thing special and 
unique, and helped 
give Red Brick per-
sonality. They are 

coach of the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers (1996 
through 2001) and 
the Indianapolis Colts 
(2002 through 2008). 
In 2007, Dungy became 
the first African-Amer-
ican head coach to win 
the Super Bowl as the 
Colts defeated the Chi-
cago Bears, 29-17 in Su-
per Bowl XLI. 

Jackson native 
Jack Paar, whose boy-
hood home still stands 
in town, was the sec-
ond host of the icon-
ic television program, 

ON THE SIDELINE:
CITY OF JACKSON, NASA ASTRONAUT, 

"THE TONIGHT SHOW" AND BILL BAILEY
"The Tonight Show." 
He hosted from 1957 
through 1962. He suc-
ceeded the show's orig-
inal host Steve Allen 
(1954 through 1957) 
and preceded arguably 
the show's most famous 
host, Johnny Carson 
(1962 through 1992). 

Something unique 
about Jackson is one 
of the most famous 
ragtime songs in mu-
sic history, "Won't You 
Come Home Bill Bai-
ley" was written by 
Hughie Cannon, a pi-
ano player at Conrad 

Deidrich's Saloon in 
Jackson. Cannon met a 
man named Bill Bailey 
while performing at the 
saloon and during con-
versations with Bailey 
learned about the dif-
ficulties he was having 
with his wife. Those 
talks with Bailey at the 
saloon in Jackson in-
spired Cannon to write 
his now famous song. 
Popular in the early 
1900s, Cannon's song 
shot to No. 1 in the 
country and has been 
covered since by some 
of music's most legend-

ary performers includ-
ing Sam Cooke, Sarah 
Vaughn, Patsy Cline, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Louis 
Armstrong and Della 
Reese. It has been par-
odied in such cartoons 
as "The Simpsons," "The 
Flintstones" and "The 
Jetsons." 

Finally, Jackson 
is the boyhood home 
of NASA astronaut Al 
Worden. A 1950 grad-
uate of Jackson High 
School, Worden is one 
of only 24 astronauts 
in U.S. space history 
to travel to the moon. 

Worden was a member 
of the three-man crew 
of Apollo 15 in 1970. 
Though not walking 
on the moon, Worden 
spent three days alone 
in the Apollo 15 com-
mand module circling 
the moon. He's listed 
in the Guinness Book 
of World Records for 
being the "most isolat-
ed human" in history 
during his orbiting of 
the moon. Worden also 
was the first astronaut 
in history to perform a 
deep-space spacewalk. 
An interesting side 

employees who have 
also become a part of 
our family and pulled 
together when it was 
needed most. Our 
Head Chef, Cody 
Wiseley, has been 
with us since the very 
beginning. We hired 
Cody as a dishwash-
er and continued to 
watch him grow and 

hone his craft until 
the opportunity to 
be our Chef present-
ed itself; it has been 
an honor working 
alongside such talent.

It’s these relation-
ships and experienc-
es, the friendly faces 
of our staff and cus-
tomers, that we will 
miss the most.

So once again, 
thank you. Thank you 
to each and every one 
of you for being a part 
of this journey with 
us. It’s been a wild 
ride filled with won-
derful memories.

Megan, Pete, and 
the entire Red Brick 
family

note, is Worden took a 
Block J from the Jack-
son High School flag 
to the moon, stuffing it 
in his pocket through-
out the mission. When 
he returned to Jackson 
in 1971 for a ceremony 
honoring his achieve-
ments, he presented the 
school with the Block J. 
Today, almost 50 years 
later, that Block J which 
went to the moon and 
back, continues to hang 
prominently on a wall 
in Jackson High School. 

I'm just a travelin' 
man...

 ➢ continued from page 5
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