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From: Robert 
Caplis, Marketing & 
Communications, 
The Encore Music 
Theatre Company

As pandemic re-
strictions lift and vac-
cinations increase, The 
Encore Musical Theatre 
Company is inviting 
patrons back indoors 
for all-new summer 
concert series, “Back to 
Broadway,” with social 
distancing in mind.

The Back to Broad-
way Summer Series, 
with support from 
Dexter’s own Jan Ly-
ons, kicks off with 

“Some Enchanted Evening” 
kicks off The Encore’s Back to 

Broadway Summer Series
“Some Enchanted Eve-
ning: Songs from the 
Golden Age” featuring 
Ali Ewoldt (Christine 
in Broadway’s “The 
Phantom of the Op-
era”) and Stephen West 
(The Metropolitan Op-
era and faculty at the 
University of Michi-
gan) who join familiar 
Encore mainstays Tyler 
Messinger and Dawn 
Purcell.

“Some Enchanted 
Evening: Songs from 
the Golden Age” runs 
Thursday, June 17 
through Sunday, June 
20 with a celebration 

of composers such as 
Gershwin, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, Lern-
er/Loewe, and Irving 
Berlin among others. 
Songs featured include 
“Anything You Can 
Do,” “I Could Have 
Danced All Night,” 
“The Sound of Music” 
and, of course, “Some 
Enchanted Evening.”

“We’re returning 
to the foundations of 
musical theatre to re-
member what built this 
uniquely American 
art form,” said Artistic 
Director Dan Cooney. 
And this approach lets 

The Encore do beloved 
songs now “instead of 
waiting until we can fit 
these shows into future 
seasons, adds Cooney. 
“It’s a fun way to hear 
Golden Age composers 
brought to life by in-
credible talent like Ali 
and Steve.”

Ewoldt comes to 
The Encore having per-
formed on Broadway 
as Christine in “The 
Phantom of the Opera” 
and Cosette in “Les 
Misérables” and as Ma-
ria on the first national 
tour of “West Side Sto-
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I had the pleasure 
of attending The Dex-
ter High School class of 
2021 commencement 
ceremony on Friday 
night.   This class has 
not coasted easily over 
smooth waters to reach 
this point in life.  The 
class of 2021 will be 
known for and remem-
bered by the adversity 
faced by each student 
trying to navigate into 
adulthood at this mo-
ment in time.  The 
weather seemed to be 
an act of mercy.  You’ve 
faced a lot of hardships, 
but your graduation 
was ideal.  The sun will 
shine and no rain will 
fall on your day.  It was 
the type of day that 
makes us fall in love 
with Michigan after a 
brutal winter.  

Congratulations Dexter 
Class of 2021

It was the first time 
I'd been in a crowd in 
over a year  and I was 
very happy to have 
reached the ability to 
have such an event.  I 
was unprepared for my 
emotional response to 
the ceremony.  I looked 
down to see the peo-
ple on the precipice of 
adulthood, smiling and 
celebrating.  I see par-
ents brimming with 
pride and witness tears 
fall as their babies cross 
over into a different 
part of life.  Graduation 
is bittersweet.  I don't 
know if it’s the writer in 
me or if everyone does 
this, but I seem to at-
tach to song lyrics.   As 
the Star Spangled Ban-
ner played, the lyric, 
“gave proof through the 
night, that our flag was 
still there,” it hit me.  I 
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ry.” 
West, who previ-

ously served as chair 
for the Department of 
Voice at the Universi-
ty of Michigan School 
of Music, Theatre, and 

“Some Enchanted 
Evening” kicks off 

The Encore’s Back to 
Broadway Summer Series

 ➢ continued from page 1 Dance, has performed 
with leading symphony 
orchestras around the 
world and New York 
City’s Metropolitan 
Opera.

Ticket informa-
tion and performance 

schedule for the Back 
to Broadway Summer 
Series can be found 
at: theencoretheatre.
org/2021-summer-se-
ries/

From: Jamie Guise
For 2021, the Dex-

ter Community Fund 
(DCF) is accepting 
grant proposals from

nonprofit and civic 
organizations to sup-
port projects in the fol-
lowing areas:

• S e r v i c e s / p r o -
grams for seniors

• Mental health 
services for youth and 
adults

• Improved out-
door recreational op-
portunities

• S e r v i c e s / p r o -
grams for teens

• S e r v i c e s / p r o -
grams for the home-
bound

• Programs to en-
hance arts & culture

DCF will award 
grants of $500-$5,000 
for services and/or 
capital improvements 
which benefit

Dexter-area res-
idents or the Dexter 
community (defined as 
the geographical area 
served by Dexter

C o m m u n i t y 
Schools including the 
City of Dexter and sur-
rounding townships).

The grant applica-
tion window will be 
open from June 7 – Au-

Dexter Community 
Fund Announces 

2021 Grant 
Opportunity

gust 13, 2021. All inter-
ested applicants are re-
quired to attend one of 
the following informa-
tion sessions to learn 
about the Dedicated 
Grant Program prior 
to applying. Organiza-
tions that apply with-
out attending an infor-
mation session will not 
be eligible to receive 
funding. Information 
Sessions hosted by Ann 
Arbor Area Communi-
ty Foundation will be 
held virtually via Zoom 
on the follow dates:

• I n f o r m a t i o n 
Session #1: June 9th, 
1:00pm-2:00pm

• Information Ses-
sion #2: June 17th, 
10:00am-11:00am

• I n f o r m a t i o n 
Session #3: July 8th, 
11:00am-12:00pm

Please click on the 
following link for a 
detailed description of 
each fund and informa-
tion on registering for 
an Informaton Session: 
Fund Descriptions/In 
formation Session Reg-
istration.

https://docs.goo-
gle.com/forms/d/e/
1 FA I p Q L S e H K D -
DV397UYzdujkghB-
Ng s x k 2 7 O 7 Z L A m -

OyM-x9cTbkqbD26Q/
viewform

Application Dead-
line: Friday August 1 3, 
2021.

Submit all required 
narrative sections on 
the NonProfit Portal 
(https://www.iphiview.
com/aaacf/NonProfit-
Portal/NonProfitPor-
tal/tabid/636/Default.
aspx) by August13, 
2021. If your organiza-
tion has not registered 
and received login cre-
dentials, you must first 
complete the Registra-
tion Process(https://
www.iphiview.com/
aaacf/Grants/Grant-
eeRequestLoginForm/
t abi d / 6 9 7 / D e f au l t .
aspx)

Due to the time it 
takes to receive login 
credentials, all orga-
nizations must submit 
their request nolater 
than August 2, 2021.

For questions 
about DCF, contact 
Julie Schumaker, DCF 
Committee Chair, at 
dexterfund@aaacf.org.

For questions about 
the grant submission 
process , please contact 
Chris Lemon, AAACF 
Senior Community In-
vestment Officer, at c 
lemon@aaacf.org.
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This year’s Sum-
mer Reading Program 
will begin on Monday, 
June 21 at 11:00 am 
when the Library vir-
tually presents magi-
cian Cameron Zvara: 
Comedy Magician 
& Entertainer. This 
45-minute show full 
of magic, card tricks, 
comedy, and audience 
participation is for all 
ages. Registration is re-
quired. The Zoom link 
will be emailed before 
the program. 

We all know this 
year’s been a little 
strange. If you are 
looking for interesting 
programs this summer, 
the Library is here for 
you. Readers of all ages 
can explore the animal 
kingdom with the Dex-
ter District Library’s 
“Tails and Tales” Sum-
mer Reading Program. 
Kids ages 12 and under 
may register for the 
Reading Club or the 
Read-To-Me Club if 
they are not yet reading 
on their own. Teens and 
Tweens may partici-
pate in the Teen Read 
program while adults 
may join their own 
reading group.  Reg-
istration for all of the 
Summer Reading Pro-
grams begins on Mon-
day, June 21 at 10:00 
am or you may register 
anytime throughout 
the summer. Registra-
tion for the Programs 
may be done in person 
at the Library, or online 
through the Beanstack 

“Tails and Tales” 
All Summer at the 

Dexter District 
Library

website (dexter.bean-
stack.org) or Beanstack 
app available in app 
stores for mobile devic-
es.

In addition to this 
year’s Summer Reading 
Program, the Library 
will be presenting a 
summer calendar of 
mostly virtual events 
for everyone. Page 
Turner Adventures is a 
6-week story safari that 
includes virtual shows, 
crafts, recipes, games, 
creature features, au-
thor visits and more! 
The Library will also 
be partnering with lo-
cal organizations such 
as Ann Arbor Hands-
On Museum, Breathe 
Yoga Studio, and Dex-
ter Creamery. There 
will also be book clubs 
and Take & Make Craft 
bags, as well as many 
other activities for the 
entire family. All of our 
upcoming events can 
be viewed on our web-
site at  www.dexter.lib.
mi.us.

Summer Virtual 
Story Times will begin 
on Tuesday, June 22 
and will run through 
August 10. Summer 
Story Times are lives-
treamed on our Face-
book page on Tuesdays 
at 10:30 am. This pro-
gram is geared for ages 
5 and under, but every-
one is welcome to join 
us. Each session lasts 
approximately 30 min-
utes.  Summer Story 
Times for children in-
clude picture, pop-up 
and interactive books, 
flannel-board stories, 
songs, puppets, finger 
plays, crafts and other 
activities that encour-

age a love of reading for 
your child. These events 
are free and open to the 
public. Registration is 
not required. 

The Summer Read-
ing Program will wrap 
up on Friday, August 6 
at 11:00 am with Sto-
ryteller Mat Emerick 
as Professor Snoopen-
heimer who will snoop 
out “Kooky Kryptids!” 
What, exactly, is a 
"kryptid?" Well it's a 
misspelling of "cryptid" 
which is an animal or 
creature that is report-
ed, but not proven, to 
exist... like Big Foot. 
Children of all ages are 
welcome. Registration 
is required. 

Everyone who 
finishes the Summer 
Reading Program can 
pick up a goody bag of 
coupons, snacks and 
other surprises from 
August 2 until school 
begins. Kids, tweens, 
and teens who have 
completed the Bean-
stack challenges, or 
turned in completed 
records by August 17 
will be entered into a 
final drawing with a 
chance to win some 
amazing prizes. The Fi-
nal Prize Drawing will 
be held on Wednesday, 
August 18. Everyone is 
welcome to sign up or 
participate in any of 
our summer events.  

For more infor-
mation, stop by the 
Library and pick up 
all the Summer Read-
ing Program fliers and 
calendars or visit our 
website at www.dexter.
lib.mi.us.
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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looked down at the 
smiling young adults 
about to embark on life 
and the people around 
me. I paused.  We made 
it. These kids are proof 
that we will go on.  It 
was big after such a 
difficult year.  It was 
also a special moment 
because I knew Emma 
Brooks would cross the 
stage and receive her 
diploma.  I knew some-
where in the audience 
sat her Grandfather 
Ken Martin.  Ken spent 
much of last year in the 
hospital battling Covid.  
The idea that he sur-
vived and was healthy 
enough to watch his 
granddaughter grad-
uate from high school 
made me shed happy 
tears for his whole fam-

Congratulations 
Dexter Class 

of 2021

ily. We  could all use a 
happy story and a posi-
tive outcome right now.  
Emma Brooks and Ken 
Martin are just that 
positivity, as the sun fi-
nally shone on the class 
of 2021.   Maybe the 
storm of the past year 
has passed.  It certainly 
felt that way during the 
ceremony. 

Aside from impres-
sive academic, athletic, 
and artistic achieve-
ments, the class of 2021 
will be remembered as 
the first  senior class to 
start virtually, to have 
prom on the football 
field and to graduate 
on Friday night.  The 
class of 2021 was not 
the only graduate in 
attendance, Kit Moran, 
the principal of Dexter 

high School is also say-
ing goodbye as he re-
tires from his position. 
The principal’s award 
was announced. The 
principal’s award is the 
selection of the speak-
ers for the class.  Eden 
S. spoke about the pow-
er of a smile and how 
sharing one is conta-
gious.  Just hearing her 
say that made me smile.  
It was uplifting to see 
so much joy and enthu-
siasm.   The next award 
winner, Keegan Kipke, 
reminded the class  of 
2021, that Covid wasn’t 
the only time they’d 
received the short end 
of the stick.  He’s still 
salty about missing the 
fourth grade Lansing 
trip.  He discussed the 
strength and tenacity of 

the class. He noted the 
remarkable resilience 
each and every student 
in attendance possess-
es and reminded them 
all that when life gets 
tough, as it does,  they 
already know how to 
survive.  As an observ-
er, I agree.  Life hand-
ed these kids a lot of 
obstacles already.  But 
on Friday night they 
sat in the sun beaming 
and looking forward 
to a future that seems 
so much more exciting 
than being locked in 
the house.  Without a 
doubt, the class of 2021 
is ready to take on the 
world and whatever it 
hands them.  Congrat-
ulations, your strength, 
tenacity, and positive 
outlook are qualities 
that will take you far 
in this world and I be-
lieve you already know, 
nothing, not even a 
pandemic can stop you.  
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From: Kari Stroschein
On Thursday, 

June 3rd, a group of 
5th grade Dexter Girl 
Scouts delivered a cat 
shelter they built to 
the Humane Society of 
Huron Valley. As part 
of their journey badge, 
the girls needed to 
complete a Take Action 
Project (TAP). A TAP is 
a sustainable, long term 
project with an ongoing 
influence that addresses 
the root cause of an is-
sue. The girls met over 
several meetings to de-
cide which organization 
they wanted to help and 
why. Focusing on their 

Dexter Girl Scouts 
Complete Take Action 

Project

Photos By Kari Stroschein
love for animals, they 
reached out to the Hu-
mane Society of Huron 
Valley (HSHV). The 
girls decided to make a 
cat shelter at the sugges-
tion of Jessica Hitt from 
HSHV.

The process began 
with the group devel-
oping a materials list 
for the cat house. Then, 
they reached out to the 
community by creating 
a video to post to social 
media asking for mate-
rial donations (shingles, 
flooring, insulation, 
bricks, and paint). The 
girls also created a bud-
get to purchase other 

materials such a lumber, 
hinges and paint brush-
es. These purchased ma-
terials were funded by a 
bottle return/can drive. 
Finally, the group met 
for two sessions in order 
to build and construct 
the cat shelter.

When building the 
cat shelter, each girl 
used their skills with a 
cordless drill, measur-
ing tape, hammer and 
painting. They followed 
directions on a cat shel-
ter plan provided by 
HSHV and added their 
own personal touch by 
painting flowers onto 
the outside of the shel-

ter.
Per Jessica at HSHV, 

the cat shelter will be 
used for outdoor colo-
nies of feral cats. Volun-
teers care for the shel-
ters and usually check 
on the cats daily. 

With the remaining 
money from their fund-
raising efforts, the girls 
will be purchasing items 
from the HSHV Ama-
zon wish list that can be 
found at https://www.
hshv.org/wishlist/.

The girls that par-
ticipated in this event 
included Thea Jensen, 
Ellery Geiselman, Ce-
celia Patierno, Tabitha 
Lamb and Rachel Per-
rine.
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By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

 continued on page 7

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
LADDERS, ROOFTOPS, 

FRACTURES AND CRUTCHES

A ladder and rooftop 
similar to this photo 

is what this columnist 
climbed up and was 
walking on when an 
unfortunate incident 

occurred.

Crutches like 
these are what this 

columnist needs after 
jumping off a roof 
this past Memorial 

Day weekend. 

I'm not 25-years-
old, anymore. 

Sadly, I found that 
out this past Memorial 
Day. 

Note to those who 
grew up watching Gil-
ligan's Island, The 
Flintstones and Happy 
Days -- do not, I repeat, 
do not go up on your 
home's roof. I'll say it 
one more time -- do not 
go up on your home's 
roof, for any reason. 

I wish someone 
would've told me that 
before I ventured up 
onto my home's roof to 
do some work Memori-
al Day. The crazy thing 
is, ever since I've owned 
my home, which is go-
ing on 14 years now, I 
have climbed up onto 
my house's roof every 
year to inspect it and to 
brush away wet, mud-
dy leaves and assorted 
branches and twigs. I 
know, I'm an idiot. 

Anyhow, I've been 
up on my roof multiple 
times over the years and 
nothing has ever hap-
pened. Well, I guess, as 
the saying goes, there's a 
first time for everything. 

It had actually been 
a really nice Memorial 
Day Weekend for me 
leading up to the "roof 
incident." I had five 
days off (I took two per-
sonal days off work to 
give me a nice five-day 
break -- yeah, I'm cool 
like that) and during 
that time, I was an "out-
door-landscaping-lava-
rock-dumping-grass-
cutting-house-washing" 
machine. I was on fire. 
I was young (or so I 
thought), strong and 
energetic. Bring it on, 
house. Whatcha' got for 
me next. Whatever it is, 
I'm all over it. 

  As I was rounding 
the corner of my house, 
ladder propped over 
my shoulder in a man-
ly, take-charge-type-
of-way, ball cap low on 
my sweaty forehead, I 
was feeling quite proud 
of myself. I had finally 
been able to reach the 
pointed top of my house 

near the roof line. I had 
debris in that area which 
had been there for a year 
or two and which I had 
never been able to find 
the time to remove. So 
with my aluminum ex-
tension ladder in hand, 
I cranked and clanked 
that puppy up as high 
as it would go and was 
able to climb up and fi-
nally wipe away the dirt 
marks which had been 
annoying me for the 
past year. 

I made it down to the 
ground safely, propped 
the ladder over my 
shoulder in that manly 
way of mine, rounded 
the corner of my house 
and saw my neighbor. 
After talking for a bit, 
he pointed up and said 
he noticed some shin-
gles on my roof looked a 
bit frayed and protrud-
ing upward. I glanced 
over and what do you 
know, they were look-
ing a bit odd. Soooooo, 
with my ladder already 
handy, I bolted into ac-
tion. "You want a piece 
of me, house? Huh? Do 
I amuse you? Have I 
not entertained you all 
day?" 

I know, those are a 
million different quotes 
from different movies, 
but I was on a roll. 

So, I promptly went 
up the ladder, hopped 
onto my roof and pro-
ceeded to check out 
the damage. Yeah, a 
few areas were starting 
to show some definite 
wear and tear, which 
is concerning, but af-
ter scooting around the 
entire roof, the rest of 
the shingles still looked 
pretty good. "Ha, take 
that, house. Boom, goes 
the dynamite. You can-
not defeat me." 

In the 14 years I've 
owned my house, every 

year/time I go up on the 
roof, I always get down 
the same, unorthodox 
way. I don't like climb-
ing down the ladder 
from my sloped roof-
top -- I just never have. 
So, in response to that 
feeling, I have always 
walked or scooted or 
crawled or crouched all 
the way over to the edge 
of my roof, near my 
shed, which is directly 
next to the side of my 
home, maybe a foot or 
two away. I hop onto the 
top of my shed's roof 
(which is also sloped 
and shingled) and then 
slide down the short, 
manageable slope and 
hop to the ground, no 
worse for the wear. I've 
done that same, exact 
thing for 14 years. Well, 
this past Memorial Day 
will certainly be the 
last time I go up on my 
home's roof or, for that 
matter, my shed's roof. 

This past Memorial 
Day, after hopping from 
my home rooftop to my 
shed roof and sliding 
down the shed's sloped 
roof, I hopped down to 
the ground (approxi-
mately five to six feet) 
as I've done for over a 
decade, but this time, 
when I landed I heard 
an awful sound and 
instantly felt a sting-
ing pain. As I landed 
I heard a combination 
"pop" and "snap" and 
buckled my knee. You 
know that moment, as 
you grimace in pain and 
close your eyes -- "Ooo-
hhh, that wasn't good," 
you say to yourself. No, 
it wasn't. 

The next day, since 
the pain didn't subside 
(I had to use a broom 
as a crutch just to get 
around)   I took myself 
to urgent care. A frac-
tured tibia just below 
the kneecap and a par-
tially torn calf muscle 
was the prognosis from 
the doctor, along with 
a stern, "And no more 
going up on your roof " 
point of his finger. "Are 
we clear?" 

"Not even for wet 
leaves that need brush-
ing off?" 

"Mr. Richter..." The 
doctor gave me the "are-
you-kidding-me?" look. 
Then he added, "You 
need to be off your feet 
for at least two to three 
weeks." 

I just complet-
ed Week 1 of my 
"couch-ridden, prison 
sentence." I am NOT 
a "sittin' around" type 

of person. Sure, I like 
my alone time and my 
down time, everyone 
needs that on occasion, 
but after a week of doing 
nothing but hobbling 
around on crutches and 
watching endless TV 
(TMZ is becoming a 
favorite -- I feel dumb-
er for typing that), I'm 
so ready to get back to 
work. 

To add insult to 
injury, a day prior to 
fracturing my tibia and 
tearing my calf muscle, 
I bought $40 worth of 
flowers. I kid you not, 
one day later, they were 
all gone. All that was left 
of the bright, cheerful 
red, pink, white and yel-
low flowers were shred-
ded green stems. I give 
up. My neighborhood's 
"deer mafia" have struck 
once again. I swear, they 
watch my every move. I 
think when I get flowers 

or anything nice, plant-
wise, a "bat-signal" but 
for deer, goes off up in 
the sky and they con-
verge on my yard for 
their annual "Richter's 
Flower Buffet." 

Do I amuse you, 
deer?

I mean funny, like 
I'm a clown? I amuse 
you? I make you laugh? 

Yes, I recent-
ly watched the movie 
"Goodfellas." 

It's a long summer. 
And I'm two to three 
weeks away from being 
back to normal. This 
isn't over. It's only just 
beginning. Vengeance 
will be mine.

My personal "War 
of the Roses" is just be-
ginning. 

But first, I have to 
hobble to the kitchen to 
refill my water bottle. 

And, now that I'm 
up, I wonder how those 

shingles are looking. 
Hmmm...I should 

go check it out. 
Someone please call 

an ambulance.
I'm not 25-years-

old, anymore.
I never learn...

Photos By: Jake Burris & Scott Sayler

Dexter High 
School  is a school with 
a lot of talented stu-
dents. Junior trumpet 
band member and fea-
tured trumpet soloist 
Cole Warren is one such 
Dreadnaught

He is a member of 
the band and a diver for 
the swim team. His ad-
vice for other students 
is excellent.

“My advice to any 
younger athletes and 
scholars is to stick with 
whatever you are inter-
ested in,” Cole said. “I 
would also say to not 
overwork yourself, it 
only causes you to burn 
out and lose interest in 
whatever you were pas-
sionate about. Lastly, I 
would say try to always 
make sure to stay mo-
tivated, in school and 
in sports. It might seem 
very tough at times, but 
having motivation al-
lows you to accomplish 
a lot more than you 
would without it.”

He has some very 
good memories at DHS. 
Here are just a few of 
them.

“Some of my most 
memorable moments 
include any diving 

COLE THE SOLOIST

championship that I ei-
ther did well in or won,” 
he said. “Last football 
season was also very 
memorable to me be-
cause I was the featured 
soloist and got to play 
the trumpet solo at 
halftime.”

Cole is involved in 
band and diving (high 
school and club), as 
well as NHS, and work-
ing at A&W (when he 
has time).

He has an interest 
in the sciences but Bi-
ology is by far Cole’s fa-
vorite class. 

“I would have to 
say my favorite coach 
that I’ve ever had is Jake 
Burris, who is my high 
school diving coach,” he 
said. “He has helped me 
become a better diver 
and is also a great role 
model for me and ev-
eryone else on the swim 
and dive team.

“As far as my favor-
ite teacher is concerned, 
I would not be able to 
choose just one, since 
I have had so many 
amazing teachers.”

Cole’s mom is Shan-
non Bednarski. His dad 
is Kevin Warren. He has 
no brothers and sisters.

College will be defi-
nitely in his future.

“I would l like to 
go to a Big Ten school, 
specifically The Uni-
versity of Michigan or 
Northwestern Univer-
sity,” he commented. “I 
would also like to take 
the pre-med track and 
eventually go to medi-
cal school.”

Sports in college for 
him at the current time 
is unknown. “As of right 
now I am not sure if I 
want to dive in college 
or not,” he added. “The 
decision is hard for me 
since what I want to 
major in college will be 
a huge workload and 
commitment, so doing 
a sport on top of that 
might be too much for 
me to balance.“

Aside from school 
he loves music. “A huge 
interest I have is mu-
sic, which is one of the 
reasons I love band,” 
he said with a smile. 
“Throughout my child-
hood, I’ve always been 
interested in anything 
music related. Another 
interest I have is any-
thing science related. 
Science has always been 
my favorite subject and 
it is even what I want 
to pursue beyond high 
school.”
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 ➢ continued from page 6

DEXTER TRACK & FIELD

Boys Score: 40 
Schools represented, 
no team score

Top Dexter Per-
formers: Boys:
1600m. 7. Conor Kol-
ka 4:29.35 (PR)
300 Hur. 6. Wilson 
Kasischke 43.29
4x200m. 3. Dexter 
1:30.43 (School Re-
cord)
(Wilson Kasischke, 
Micah Davis, Cole 
Sheldon, Cole Cabana)
4x400m. 3. Dexter 
3:26.16
(Kasischke, Ca-
bana, Davis, Nathan 
Gariepy)
4x800m. 5. Dexter 
8:41.69
(Josh Lamb, Owen 
Ackerman, Adam 
Hauser, Brandon An-
derson)
Shot Put 8. Danny 
Gilbert 41-11 (PR)
High Jump t3. Samuel 
Fitzpatrick 5-8
Pole Vault 2. Cole 
Sheldon 15-6
3. Noah Schultz 14-6
Long Jump 4. Cole 
Sheldon 19-0.5

Girls Score: 40 
Schools represented, 
no team score

Top Dexter Per-
formers: Girls:
200m. 5. Gracie Burns 
26.83
800m. 8. Ashley 
Mitchell 2:21.81 (PR)
1600m. 7. Kate Varitek 
5:23.23 (PR)
Fr. 1600m. 2. Kate 
Karitek 5:29.96 (PR)
4x200m. 7. Dexter 
1:50.35
(Maggie Jordan, Gwen 
Tatara, Hannah Beren-
son, Gracie Burns)
4x800m. 4. Dexter 
10:12.22
(Amanda McGill, Kate 
Varitek, Megan O’Day, 

LARRY STEEB MEET OF CHAMPIONS, 
@ DEXTER JUNE 1ST, 2021

SUNNY AND WARM, 78 DEGREES
Ashley Mitchell)
DMR 6. Dexter 
14:02.17
(Sidney Streetman, 
Faith Jones, Allison 
Berkohlz, Abigail Fox)
Shot Put 4. Jamie 
Giese 35-11
Discus 8. Abby Marek 
98-11
High Jump t2. Haley 
Craig 4-10
Pole Vault 1. Sophia 
Mettes 12-7 (PR)
2. Josie Mettes 11-3
3. Makenzie Stock 
10-9
7. Abigail Van Noord 
9-9

Meet Recap: 
Cont’d below

Dexter hosted the 
Larry Steeb Meet of 
Champions on Tues-
day, bringing some of 
the top athletes in the 
region together for a 
high quality meet be-
fore Saturday’s State 
Championships. No 
team scores were kept, 
but 40 different schools 
were represented.

Dexter Boys had 3 
relay teams place in the 
meet. The 4x200m set 
a new Dexter school 
record with a time of 
1:30.43. The team of 
Wilson Kasischke, Mi-
cah Davis, Cole Shel-
don, and Cole Cabana 
broke the 33 year old 
mark. Kasischke add-
ed a 6th place finish 
in the 300m interme-
diate hurdles. Dex-
ter’s other 2 relays 
that placed were the 
4x400 with Kasischke, 
Cabana, Davis, and 
Nathan Gariepy. And 
the 4x800m with Josh 
Lamb, Owen Acker-
man, Adam Hauser, 
and Brandon An-
derson. Finishing up 

on the track, Seniors 
Conor Kolka placed 
7th in the 1600m run-
ning a personal best of 
4:29.35, and Nathan 
Gariepy finished 6th 
in the 400m with a 
time of 52.10. The field 
events had a 2nd place 
in the Pole Vault by 
Sheldon with a jump of 
15-8, and a 3rd place by 
Noah Schults at 15-6. 
Sheldon also took 4th 
in the Long Jump with 
a leap of 19-.05, and in 
the High Jump, Samu-
el Fitzpatrick took 3rd 
at 5-8. Danny Gilbert 
took 8th in the shot at 
41-11.

The Girls on the 
track had several plac-
ers as well. Gracie 
Burns finished in 5th 
for the 200m at 26.83. 
Juniors Ashley Mitch-
ell, and Amanda Mc-
Gill each ran personal 
bests, in their races. 
Mitchell finished 8th in 
the 800m with 2:21.81, 
and McGill 7th in the 
1600m with 5:23.23. 
Freshman Kate Varitek 
took second in the 
Freshman 1600m with 
a personal best of her 
own at 5:29.96. The la-
dies also placed 3 relay 
teams, led with a 4th 
place in the 4x800 with 
McGill, Varitek, Mitch-
ell, and Megan O’Day 
at 10:12.22. 6th in the 
Distance Medley Relay 
with Sidney Streetman, 
Faith Jones, Allison 
Berkholz, Abigail Fox 
at 14:02.17, and 7th in 
the 4x20m relay with 
Maggie Jordan, Gwen 
Tatara, Hannah Beren-
son, and Gracie Burns 
at 1:50.35. Field events 
were well represented 
with 4 Dreadnaughts 

placing in the Pole 
Vault. Sophia Mettes 
12-7, Josie Mettes 11-
3, and Makenzie Stock, 
10-9 went 1-2-3 respec-
tively, and teammate 
Abigail Van Noord fin-

ished 7th at 9-9. Josie 
Mettes was awarded 
the Larry Steeb female 
field event athlete of 
the year for her out-
standing performances 
in the Pole Vault. Haley 

Craig was 2nd in the 
High Jump at 4-10, Ja-
mie Giese finished 4th 
in the Shot Put with a 
toss of 35-11, and Abby 
Marek finished 8th in 
the Discus at 98-11.

Dexter will wrap 
up it’s season by com-
peting in the Division 
1 State Championships 
at East Kentwood High 
School this Saturday.

From: Barry Lonik, 
TOWNSHIP LAND 
PROTECTION CON-
SULTANT   

The Ann Arbor 
Township Farmland 
and Open Space Preser-
vation Program recent-
ly closed on a conserva-
tion easement purchase 
from Cynthia Stiles and 
Eric Kaldjian.  

The property is 41 
acres in size with front-
age on the north side of 
Warren Rd.  It features 
17 acres of prime and 
locally important agri-
cultural soils in produc-
tion, along with 12 acres 
of mature woods and 11 
acres of wetlands.  The 
property connects two 
other protected parcels 
(including one owned 
by Cindy and Eric) 
creating a block of 637 
contiguous acres im-
mediately north of Ann 
Arbor.  The conserva-
tion easement ensures 
that the land will never 
be developed but it re-

ANN ARBOR TOWNSHIP COMPLETES 
LAND PRESERVATION PROJECT

mains in private owner-
ship and is not open to 
the public.

Cindy and Eric ac-
quired this property 
in 2018.   Cindy spent 
Summers on a farm 
in Iowa as a child and 
is especially interest-
ed in heirloom wheat 
and other grains to be 
milled into flour for 
baking.   Eric grew up 
little more than a mile 
away from the proper-
ty and rode his bicycle 
down Warren Road as a 
boy.  They plan to con-
tinue agricultural use of 
the land as part of their 
sustainable organic ag-
riculture enterprise pri-
marily located on their 
adjacent land on the 
south side of Warren 
Rd., and to maintain 
and enhance its natural 
features. 

Conservation ease-
ments are permanent 
deed restrictions on the 
use of a property.  Pur-
chasing easements costs 

less than buying the 
property, and keeps the 
property on the tax rolls 
and contributing to the 
local economy.

In addition to Ann 
Arbor Township, fund-
ing support was sup-
plied by the Washtenaw 
County Natural Area 
Preservation Program, 
the Ann Arbor Green-
belt program and the 
federal Agricultural 
Conservation Easement 
Program through the 
Resource Conservation 
Partnership Program.

Ann Arbor Town-
ship’s land preserva-
tion program is funded 
by a dedicated millage 
which voters passed in 
2003 with 80% support.  
The Township has at-
tracted over $8.6 mil-
lion of matching funds 
from other sources, a 
rate of $2 to $1 of its 
own.  With this project 
the Township program 
has been involved in 
protecting 1,284 acres.

COLE THE SOLOIST
Hobbies for this 

young man are on the 
artistic side.

“Besides diving and 
band, a hobby I have is 
art. I love using art as a 
way to express myself, 
whether It's through 
painting, drawing, 
sculpture, design, mu-

sic, or any other type of 
art.”

Dexter Head Swim 
Coach Michael P. 
McHugh had this to 
say about Cole: “Cole 
is a wonderful young 
man and a huge team 
guy.   He often stays af-
ter practice to watch the 
swimmers finish up and 

be more engaged with 
what the team is doing.  
We were so disappoint-
ed that we couldn't be 
at States with Cole this 
year, where he placed 
3rd, due to COVID and 
I know he was disap-
pointed to not be with 
the swimmers as well.”
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

The Dexter plan-
ning commission 
meeting opened at 
7:00pm  on Monday 
June 7th, over Zoom.   
The meeting minutes 
were approved without 
corrections.  The agen-
da was approved next. 

Public hearing to 
consider proposed text 
amendments to the 
City of Dexter Zoning 
Ordinance to allow for 
one accessory dwell-
ing unit (ADU) to be 
permitted on individ-
ual lots where a sin-
gle-family dwelling is 
the principal permitted 
use. The amendment 
would apply in all zon-
ing districts where sin-
gle-family dwellings 
are permitted as a prin-
cipal permitted use on 
individual lots, subject 
to administrative re-
view and approval by 
the Zoning Adminis-
trator. Discussion and 
possible action follow-
ing this public hearing. 

Michelle Aniol 
went over the ordi-

Dexter Planning Commission, Public Hearing
nance, definitions and 
eligibility is included in 
the text.  Permits and 
requirements are also 
included in the text.  
Renewals of the per-
mit are on a five year 
basis, unless no zon-
ing compliance issues 
arise during the five 
year period. Short term 
rentals are not permit-
ted.  The ADU cannot 
be sold separate from 
the primary unit.  Per-
mits are required for 
an ADU.  All the de-
tails are included in the 
planning commission’s 
packet  for June 7th on 
the city website   The 
public hearing opened 
at 7:29 pm.  The pub-
lic hearing closed at 
7:31pm without public 
comment. 

The motion was 
made for the plan-
ning commission to 
recommend ADU to 
the city council.  Chet  
Hill asked if there was 
supposed to be a pub-
lic meeting. Michelle 
explained that under 
the eligibility per-
mits section, adjacent 

neighbors will be no-
tified what is happen-
ing, which avoids the 
need for a special use 
permit. It saves a lot 
of bureaucracy.  There 
was a question about 
if the use changes from 
ADU.  As long it was 
legal in the zoning, 
like a home office, not 
a commercial business.  
Michelle noted that a 
simple permit can be 
obtained.  Changes in 
the zoning ordinance 
updates will relieve 
certain issues if things 
are converted to an 
office.  Thom  Philips 
feels that section 2b is 
excessive and some of 
section 3b is unneed-
ed and 3c.  He feels 
that this should be 
more akin to building 
a house rather than a 
special use.  He does 
not see why obtaining 
utilities is important 
in a zoning ordinance.  
He pointed to issues 
he believes is govern-
ment overreach. Ali-
son Heatly noted the 
utilities issue is a ques-
tion that comes up. Mi-

chelle explained that 
communities identi-
fied the utilities section 
as best practices.  Jim  
Carty is in favor of in-
cluding existing taps 
because clarity is im-
portant.  Jim also had a 
question regarding in-
spections, he wanted to 
know what value is in 
inspections. The public 
concern is whether or 
not the property will 
be unkempt and  cre-
ate a nuisance. If no 
enforcement action is 
needed no inspection 
is needed.  It’s a car-
rot and stick approach 
to ensure upkeep.  B 
and C are just in sup-
port of A and Thom 
understands it and 
withdraws any  objec-
tions to those.  But he 
still has issues with the 
utilities section. Thom 
feels that this is a con-
struction thing in the 
zoning ordinance  and 
that it does not be-
long. Alison suggest-
ed an adjustment to 
allow flexibility.  Chet 
suggested a change 
in wording.  Michelle 
offered to change the 
word from shall to 
may.   There was no 
amendment to the 
motion.   The motion 
went to vote and failed.  
Karen made another 
motion and included 
changes, shall to may 
and section 2b shall be 
removed. There was no 
additional discussion. 
The motion passed.  

There was no 

non-arranged partici-
pation.   

No officers' reports 
were made. Jim asked 
about the city council 
voting down the sec-
ond street recommen-
dation.  Wa noted that 
there was no direction 
at the moment.  The 
council just wanted to 
take a step back and 
hold off on deciding 
the direction of the 
area for now.  Wa noted 
that there was public 
participation voicing 
concerns.  Wa added 
things the Council has 
been working on in-
cluding the city man-
ager search.  The City 
Council vacancy is still 
open.  3515 Broad St, 
the bond issuance was 
approved.  Chet stated 
that the ZBA did not 
have a meeting so there 
was nothing to report. 
Michelle asked if there 
were any questions on 
her report, there were 
none. 

Old Business on 
minimum lot size was 
discussed next.  Mi-
chelle noted that par-
cels that might be eligi-
ble for a split.  The map 
in the packet shows the 
parcels that may be el-
igible to be split. But 
if it was reduced to a 
smaller size 78 parcels 
could be potentially 
split.  It does not look 
at horizontal divisions. 
Kyle Marsh noted the 
great job Michelle did 
in presenting the infor-
mation and her write 

up for the planning 
commission. Kyle sup-
ports this.  Chet noted 
the smaller lots all have 
alley access. Structure 
would need to be eval-
uated on a lot by lot 
basis.  Karen noted that 
on sight parking would 
need to be addressed. 
Jim is in favor of it.  
Thom Philips noted 
that it offers flexibility 
with housing options.  

Megan spoke on 
the subcommittee 
meeting form based 
districts and the issues 
that still need resolv-
ing.  Chet stated that 
there’s no mention of 
ADA access.  It’s in 
the building code and 
engineering standards 
so it is not needed. 
How would ADUs be 
handled. They will 
be called out by use.  
Megan explained that 
ADUs will be handled. 
The sub committee will 
meet again on June 21.  
Michelle requested that 
the members read over 
and ask any questions 
and get very familiar 
with the information. 

Item 11 was then 
discussed. Millennium 
place could be on the 
July agenda.  The 2nd 
street corridor issue is 
coming up, an overall 
discussion and another 
review by the subcom-
mittee.

There was no 
non-arranged partici-
pation and the meeting 
adjourned.
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