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Closure Library 
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Through May 15
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Dexter Resident Is Evacuated 
From the Peace Corps

Brandon Pope, 
Manchester and Uni-
versity of Michigan 
graduate, was one of 
the thousands of Peace 
Corp volunteers evacu-
ated from service due to 
Covid-19.   He returned 
to his father's home in 
Dexter to quarantine 

for 2 weeks.  Full dis-
closure: Brandon is my 
oldest son and had to 
quarantine at his fa-
ther’s house due to my 
high risk status. Not 
being able to see him 
after he safely landed 
was particularly tough 
on this mom's heart.  
But I knew once he was 
symptom free for two 

weeks he’d be able to be 
with me.  I was just glad 
he had a place to go for 
his two week quaran-
tine.  Many volunteers 
were brought home and 
left searching for a safe 
place to quarantine due 
to high risk members of 
their family.

 I wanted to inter-

At this phase of 
shelter in place, we 
know that life goes 
on and is supported 
by technology.  Last 
month, I received an 
email that made me 
smile, The Dexter Fo-
rum was moving to 
Zoom. I was, at the 
time, out of work, but 
I decided to attend 
anyway. I knew I was 
not there to work, but 
to witness the peo-
ple of the communi-
ty I’ve grown to love 
participate from their 
homes.  I was slight-
ly worried about peo-
ple getting the hang of 
Zoom.  Though it’s not 
a new technology to 
me, I know a lot of the 
people in the meeting 

Staying Civically 
Active While Social 

Distancing
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com might be using it for 

the first time.  
As the meeting 

started, I felt an im-
mense sense of relief. 
Although I don’t work 
in an office next to the 
attendees, this group, 
in a sense, have become 
my coworkers.  It was 
so good to see people 
there  and healthy on 
the call. It was nice to 
hear the familiar banter 
of a Saturday morning 
at the forum.   We are 
all floating on in spite of 
the chaos of Covid-19.  
It sometimes feels as 
though the world has 
stopped spinning, but 
on the Zoom call, I 
found it to be exactly as 
I left it and that gave me 
a great sense of comfort 
and hope for normalcy 
in the future.

I’ve missed subse-
quent meetings due to 
not feeling well.  No, it’s 
not Covid-19, I’m okay, 
just needing more sleep 
than usual.  Thankful-
ly, John Hansen sends 
out an email to recap 
the Forum for anyone 
that missed.  Accord-
ing to John’s email for 
the previous meeting, 
the agenda was focused 
on Covid-19.  Senator 
Theis and Representa-
tive Lasinski discussed 
the challenge of bal-
ancing public health 
and economic con-
cerns.  Both expressed 
unhappiness with the 
armed protestors in 
the Capitol Building.  
Commissioner Sue 
Shino discussed trying 
to serve those in most 
 continued on page 8

Brandon Pope teaching in Benin Africa.
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Amid COVID-19 response, St. 
Joseph Mercy Chelsea receives 

"A" grade for patient safety

From Bobby Maldonado
Leapfrog Hospital 

Safety Grades, which 
assigns A, B, C, D 
and F letter grades 
to hospitals nation-
ally for patient safety, 
announced that St. 
Joseph Mercy Chel-
sea has received an 
“A” ranking on its 
Spring 2020 score-
card.   Amid its re-
sponse to COVID-19, 
St. Joe's  Chelsea was 
awarded an “A” for its 
commitment to keep-
ing patients safe and 
meeting the highest 
safety standards in 
the United States.

Safety is a core 
value and a top prior-
ity for St. Joe's Chel-
sea.   As part of its 
COVID-19 response, 
the hospital  has a 
vigorous screening 
process in place at all 
points of entry.   All 
colleagues and visi-
tors are also required 
to wear face masks 
while inside the facil-
ity.   These safeguards 
ensure that all pa-
tients can safely seek 
medical care within 
the facility, including 
for any urgent and 
emergent needs with-
in the Emergency De-
partment.

"As our clinical 
teams respond to new 
challenges presented 
by COVID-19, they 
have remained fo-
cused on their jobs 
and doing all the lit-
tle things necessary 
to deliver the safest, 
highest quality care 
possible for patients," 
said Nancy Graebner, 
president and CEO 
of St. Joseph Mer-
cy Chelsea.   "While 

we know COVID-19 
concerns are high, the 
community should 
rest assured that our 
hospital is among the 
safest in the nation 
for anyone requiring 
care."

Developed under 
the guidance of a na-
tional Expert Panel, 
the Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grade uses 28 
measures of public-
ly available hospital 
safety data to assign 
grades to more than 
2,600 U.S. acute-care 
hospitals twice per 
year.   The Hospital 
Safety Grade’s meth-
odology is peer-re-
viewed and fully 
transparent, and the 
results are free to the 
public.

In addition to St. 
Joseph Mercy Chel-

sea, the following 
Trinity Health Mich-
igan hospitals also 
received "A” rankings 
on their Spring 2020 
scorecards: St. Joseph 
Mercy Livingston, St. 
Joseph Mercy Oak-
land, Mercy Health 
Saint Mary's, and 
Mercy Health Hack-
ley Campus.   Michi-
gan Medicine, a joint 
venture partner of 
St. Joe's Chelsea, also 
received an "A" rank-
ing.

To see St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea’s full 
grade details, learn 
how employers can 
help, and access pa-
tient tips for staying 
safe in the hospital, 
please visit  hospital-
safetygrade.org
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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By: Michelle Elie, Re-
altor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@
gmail.com

Kind of a crazy 
month, huh? As I write 
this, the COVID num-
bers are on the decline, 
and the “new normal” is 
on the horizon.  Real Es-
tate has been given the 
green light to start back 
effective 5/9, and we are 
ready to list and sell!  
All buyers and agents 
will be required to wear 
a mask when entering 
any home for sale, and 
sellers will be instruct-
ed to leave all the lights 
on and doors open so 
no one needs to touch 
anything during the 
showings. I’ll be provid-
ing hand sanitizer at all 
my listings, and I’m sure 
most agents will do the 
same.  Every action will 
be taken to insure safety 
as we start back to work.

Not surprising that 
the numbers for April 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of homes sold 
Average sale price

Here’s the 2020 April Dexter Real Estate recap;

Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of homes sold 
Average sale price

April Summary

are way out of whack 
compared to last year.  
Typically April is one of 
the busiest months for 
listings, with those clos-
ings happening in May 
and June.  All things 
considered, April was 
a decent month.  Here’s 
the numbers;

What is most strik-
ing to me is the number 
of sales were higher in 
2020 compared to 2019.  
That speaks for the 
strength of the market 
coming in to the pan-
demic.  Many buyers are 

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors MLS

writing offers on homes 
sight unseen, basing 
their decisions upon 
the video walk throughs 
and pictures on the list-
ings.  Again, this indi-
cates a very strong mar-
ket.  

In summary, get 
out there and look at 
houses.  Be safe, use ap-
propriate precautions, 
and take advantage of 
the growing inventory.  
Sellers, get your house 
on the market- there’s so 
much pent up activity 
getting ready to burst!

2020
19

435,039 
22 

348,257

2019
37

515,318 
15

471,333
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:

Day 53 of quaran-
tine. 

Or so, I think it is. 
Everything is a bit of a 
blur right now. 

I'm starting to hal-
lucinate -- I'm seeing 
things that can't be 
true. 

Take for instance 
my late night trip to 
the Speedway gas sta-
tion in Chelsea last 
week. 

When I'm not ca-
rousing around as 
"column-writer-ex-
traordinaire," I ac-
tually have what the 
government and 
the powers-that-be 
consider an "essen-
tial" job. I've always 
thought my late night 
job was important, 
but to be called "es-
sential,". well, I think I 
now need a raise. 

Anyway, as part 
of my "essential" job I 
have to drive all over 
Washtenaw County 
and the surround-
ing area each and ev-
ery night. So, as one 
might expect, I spend 
a lot of time in area gas 
stations -- and in late 
night McDonald's. It's 
pretty sad when I can 
tell anyone who's in-
terested which area 
24-hour/late night 
McDonald's consis-
tently has the best 
service, the quickest 
preparation, the most 
polite workers and the 
freshest food. I can 
also tell anyone who's 
interested, which all-
night McDonald's has 
the most unprofes-
sional staff, the rudest 
employees, the longest 
wait and the coldest 
french fries. My fellow 

MOMENT OF ZEN, GAS PRICES, MCDONALD'S 
AND MURDER HORNETS

The brightly lit golden arches of area McDonald's are a constant 
beacon for this columnist during his late night job. 

The "Murder Hornet" has recently been spotted in the Pacific 
Northwest.

late night colleagues 
and I could write a 
book, like a Triple A 
four-diamond-type 
pamphlet, about each 
McDonald's through-
out the county. 

It's also really de-
pressing (or is it a good 
thing?), that I know 
the personal history 
and stories for a lot of 
the longtime workers 
at area McDonald's. 
When you see the 
same late night man-
agers as they rotate 
around to area restau-
rants and they greet 
you like a long lost 
friend or you are tru-
ly concerned for "Lin-
da's" son and if he was 
able to get into his first 
choice for college or 
if the drama of "Cyn-
thia's" divorce is final-
ly coming to a close or 
if "Brandon" decided 
to take your advice 
and just save and get 
four new tires, in-
stead of buying cheap, 
bald tires, you know 
you're spending way 
too many nights in 
McDonald's drive-th-
ru lanes. Instead of 
the "Real Housewives 
of Orange County," I 
could develop a better 
show about the "Real 
Drive-Thru Workers 
of Washtenaw Coun-
ty." Mmmm... let me 
call my agent. 

I must say, though, 
and I'm not being bi-
ased, but Chelsea's 
24-hour/late night   
McDonald's is truly 
consistently one of the 
best in the area when 
it comes to politeness, 
service and food qual-
ity. And believe me, 
I've been there at ev-
ery imaginable hour 
of the night and in the 
early mornings. Those 
Golden Arches are a 
wonderful site and a 
beacon of good-tid-
ings at 3 or 4 in the 
morning after a long, 
difficult "essential" 
shift. 

Wow, did I ever 
get off topic. Anyhow, 
back to area gas sta-
tions, more specifical-
ly 24-hour Speedway 
stations. Like the late 

night McDonald's, my 
colleagues and I know 
where all the late-
night gas stations are 
located throughout 
Washtenaw County, 
as well. And last week 
at Chelsea's 24-hour 
Speedway station, I 
had a moment of zen 
experience. 

I don't know what 
a "zen experience" 
really means, but it 
sounded cool, so I 
went with it. I consid-
er a zen moment as an 
aha experience or an 
amazing incident that 
gives you a whole new 
perspective of life. 

I had my "moment 
of zen" last week at 
Chelsea's Speedway 
(hey, "Adam" -- yes 
I know all of the late 
night crew at Chelsea's 

Speedway) when I 
pulled into the station 
with my gas gauge on 
"E." And not just on 
"E" but on "E" where I 
could actually see the 
orange bar the "E" sits 
on "E." Anyhow, I gave 
"Adam" a twenty-dol-
lar bill and went back 
out to pump my gas. 
To my surprise, and 
my "moment of zen," 
my twenty bucks filled 
up my tank. Normal-
ly, my twenty bucks 
would get me to a little 
past half on an emp-
ty tank. Gas prices at 
$1.50 or so is such a 
"zen experience" for 
a late-night worker/
driver like myself. Se-
riously, why can't gas 
prices always be this 
affordable? Last week, 
I finally felt like my 
twenty bucks had val-
ue. My twenty bucks 
that night at Speed-
way had value equal 
to the effort and hard 
work I put in each and 
every night at my job. 
It was an odd feeling. 
I was pleased, but 
also a bit angry and 
annoyed. My twen-
ty bucks should AL-
WAYS have that type 
of value. Something's 
wrong when handing 
over a twenty dollar 
bill feels like a value of 
five bucks. 

Anyhow, financial 
knowledge and how 
the all mighty dollar 
works in our econo-
my is way above my 
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Saint Joseph Mer-
cy Health System and 
Packard Health pro-
viding testing at com-
munity locations:

W a s h t e n a w 
County Health De-
partment is announc-
ing plans with local 
health care provid-
ers and community 
partners to provide 
COVID-19 testing 
where it is most need-
ed in our community. 
Testing has remained 
a huge challenge lo-
cally and across the 
state and country. 
With support and 
resources from both 
Saint Joseph Mer-
cy Health System 
and Packard Health, 
testing will now be 
offered at two up-
coming pop-up sites 
and ongoing testing 
sites in the 48197 and 
48198 areas.

“We, like every-
one, are frustrat-
ed with the lack of 
available testing,” 
says Jimena Love-
luck, MSW, Washt-
enaw County Health 
Officer. “It has taken 
longer than any of us 
likes to bring more 
accessible testing 
to our community. 
We’re still not there. 
But we are grateful for 
our health care and 
community partners 
who have been work-
ing with us for weeks 
to get testing where 
most needed as fast as 
possible.”

St. Joseph Mercy 
Ann Arbor hospital is 
directing its resourc-
es to address the so-
cial determinants of 
health that can affect 
COVID care, as part 
of its mission to be a 
transforming healing 
presence within the 
community.

"This health cri-
sis has shone an even 
brighter light on the 
health inequities in 
our Ypsilanti com-
munity," said Alonzo 
Lewis, president, St. 
Joseph Mercy Ann 
Arbor and Living-
ston hospitals. "In 
listening to our com-
munity and reflect-
ing on the data the 
health department is 
charting on who was 
most at risk of getting 
COVID, we recog-
nized that those com-
ing to our Ann Arbor 
hospital site did not 
mirror those hardest 
hit by this pandemic. 
Through close col-
laboration with the 
health department, 
we have been able to 
bring our trained staff 
and testing supplies 
to areas most in need 
in the community 
as identified by the 
health department."

Through this 
screening process, 
health care workers 

Washtenaw County Expands 
Community COVID-19 Testing

are able to conduct a 
needs assessment to 
ensure that partici-
pants have appropri-
ate hand hygiene and 
cleaning supplies, 
the ability to self-iso-
late if needed, and be 
connected to further 
community resourc-
es to address specific 
needs such as access 
to food or transpor-
tation.

Community Test-
ing in 48197/48198

With our part-
ners, we are announc-
ing both pop-up and 
ongoing testing op-
portunities in the 
48197 and 48198 area. 
No appointments, in-
surance, or prescrip-
tions needed. Walk-
up or drive-up. Bring 
your insurance card, 
if you have one. Flyer 
attached.

Pop-up Testing
With support 

from Saint Joseph 
Mercy Health System 
and partnerships with 
Ypsilanti Township 
and the Community 
Family Life Center 
in the Sugarbrook 
Neighborhood, test-
ing will be provided 
on:

Saturday, May 9 at 
Ypsilanti Township 
Community Center, 
2025 E. Clark Rd., Yp-
silanti from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 
16  at the Communi-
ty Family Life Center 
(CFLC), 1375 S. Har-
ris Rd., Ypsilanti from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Ongoing Testing
With support 

from Packard Health 
and a partnership 
with Ypsilanti Com-
munity Schools, 
ongoing testing is 
planned at Perry Ear-
ly Learning Center, 
located at  550 Perry 
Street, Ypsilanti. The 
start date is Thursday, 
May 7. Testing will 
be offered Monday 
through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Hours may be adjust-
ed, depending on de-
mand.

Ongoing, curb-
side testing is also 
available daily at the 
north entrance of St. 
Joseph Mercy Ann 
Arbor hospital, locat-
ed at  5301 McAuley 
Drive, Ypsilanti, MI 
48197. Call 1-833-
247-1258 with ques-
tions.

Who Can Get 
Tested?

At both locations, 
COVID-19 screen-
ing is offered to any-
one with at least one 
symptom, including: 
fever higher than 100 
degrees, cough, short-
ness of breath, severe 
t i redness/ fat igue , 
sore throat, muscle 
aches, diarrhea, loss 
of taste or smell, run-

ny nose/congestion, 
or decreased appetite.

If you have health 
insurance, please 
bring your card. In-
surance is not re-
quired for testing. 
There should be no 
out-of-pocket fees for 
individuals needing 
testing. Many insur-
ance providers have 
already waived co-
pays for COVID-19 
testing.

D i s p r o p o r -
tionate Impacts of 
COVID-19

The impact of 
COVID-19 in 48197 
and 48198, among 
Black or African 
American commu-
nity members, and 
in group settings like 
nursing homes, as-
sisted living facilities, 
homeless shelters, 
and jails has been 
disproportionate and 
devastating. Since the 
beginning of April, 
new COVID-19 cases 
in Washtenaw Coun-
ty have been relat-
ed to three primary 
risks: household con-
tact with a confirmed 
case; exposure at a 
group setting; or em-
ployment as a health 
care worker.

Along with prior-
itizing testing in zip 
codes with the high-
est rates of infection, 
the Health Depart-
ment has been work-
ing with partners to 
facilitate testing in 
high-risk, group set-
tings in response to 
COVID-19 cases and 
outbreaks. Testing 
collaboration with 
Saint Joseph Mercy 
Health System and 
the Health Depart-
ment began at sev-
eral skilled nursing 
facilities and Delo-
nis Shelter locations 
throughout the coun-
ty and continues with 
the announcement 
of larger, community 
testing opportunities 
in the Ypsilanti area.

  The Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment provides 
data on cases by zip 
code, as well as cases, 
hospitalizations, and 
deaths by race, sex, 
and age on its  web-
site. The data show 
disproportionate im-
pact among our Black 
or African American 
community mem-
bers, who have com-
prised 35 percent of 
cases, 43 percent of 
hospitalizations, and 
27 percent of deaths 
due to COVID-19 as 
of April 29. Only 12 
percent of Washten-
aw County residents 
identify as Black or 
African American. 
Nearly half of all 
cases in Washtenaw 
reside in the 48197 
and 48198 zip codes. 
Twenty-nine percent 

of Washtenaw Coun-
ty’s population lives 
in these zip codes. 
More information 
about the roots of 
these disparities  can 
be found here.

R E M E M B E R : 
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
harms public health. 
We know viruses 
do not discriminate 
based on location, 
race, ethnicity, or na-
tional origin. How-
ever, viruses like 
COVID-19 can high-
light health dispar-
ities that are deeply 
rooted in our society. 
Let’s fight this public 
health concern with 
compassion and sci-
ence, not fear and dis-
crimination. 

Please continue to 
rely on official sourc-
es of information for 
local (www.washten-
aw.org/covid19), state 
(www.michigan.gov/
coronavirus), and na-
tional (http://www.
cdc.gov/COVID19) 
updates.

Resources on 
Cloth Face Cover-
ings

• Use of Cloth 
Face Coverings to 
Help Slow the Spread 
of COVID-19  from 
the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC)

• Face Coverings: 
Frequently Asked 
Questions  from the 
Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and 
Human Services 
(MDHHS)

Resources from 
Washtenaw County 
Health Department

• Critical Infra-

structure Business 
Guidance

• What to do if 
you are sick

• Stop the 
Spread:  En-
glish,  Spanish,  Chi-
nese,  Korean,  Ara-
bic, Vietnamese

• Materials in En-
glish and other lan-
guages

• W a s h t e n a w 
County Health De-
partment Provides 
COVID-19 Data by 
Zip Code and Race

W a s h t e n a w 
County Health De-
partment

The Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment promotes 
health and works to 
prevent disease and 
injury in our commu-
nity. Our mission is to 
assure, in partnership 
with the community, 
the conditions neces-
sary for people to live 
healthy lives through 
prevention and pro-
tection programs. 
Visit us at  washten-
aw.org/health  or call 
734-544-6700.

Saint Joseph Mer-
cy Health System

Saint Joseph 
Mercy Health Sys-
tem (SJMHS) is a 
health care organi-
zation serving seven 
counties in southeast 
Michigan including 
Livingston, Washt-
enaw, Wayne, Oak-
land, Macomb, Jack-
son, and Lenawee. It 
includes 548-bed St. 
Joseph Mercy Ann 
Arbor, 497-bed St. Jo-
seph Mercy Oakland 
in Pontiac, 304-bed 
St. Mary Mercy Livo-

nia, 66-bed St. Joseph 
Mercy Livingston 
in Howell, and 133-
bed St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea.   Combined, 
the five hospitals are 
licensed for 1,548 
beds, have five out-
patient health cen-
ters, six urgent care 
facilities, more than 
25 specialty centers; 
employ more than 
15,300 individuals 
and have a medical 
staff of nearly 2,700 
physicians.     SJMHS 
has annual operating 
revenues of about $2 
billion and returns 
about $115 million to 
its communities an-
nually through chari-
ty care and communi-
ty benefit programs.

Packard Health
Packard Health is 

a community health 
center and is a Feder-
ally Qualified Health 
Center (FQHC), 
promoting access to 
health and wellness 
for families in Washt-
enaw County. We pro-
vide high-quality, af-
fordable primary care 
and mental health 
care, complemented 
by a broad range of 
fully integrated sup-
port services. We care 
for patients at every 
stage of life and be-
lieve that everyone 
deserves access to 
health care. Pack-
ard Health has been 
dedicated to serving 
the medical needs 
of our community's 
residents since 1973. 
See  https://packard-
health.org/about/

pay grade, but it was a 
good feeling pumping 
my gas last week and 
filling my tank. I felt 
a sense of pride I hav-
en't felt in a long time. 
A sense that all the dif-
ficult, thankless work 
I do every night had 
meaning and value -- 
since my hard-earned 
cash finally, at least for 
one night at the gas 
pump, had value equal 
to my effort. Funny 
how those two things 
can go hand-in-hand. 

Finally, on a com-
pletely different note 
I have two words for 
you -- "Murder Hor-
nets." Say what? Yes, 
my worst nightmare 
has come true. Darn 
you, Asia. Don't worry 
Chelsea people, those 
nasty things won't 
bother anyone in this 
town. Why, you ask? 
Because I'm a "wasp/
hornet" magnet. There 

 ➢ continued from page 5

ON THE SIDELINE:
MOMENT OF ZEN, GAS PRICES, 

MCDONALD'S AND MURDER 
HORNETS
truly is only one thing 
that makes me shriek 
and cower like a little 
child in a corner and 
that's an aggressive, 
loud-buzzing, unpre-
dictable wasp/hornet. 
I would leave Usain 
Bolt in my dust if I en-
countered one of those 
winged monsters. 

So, of course, 
for the longest time, 
wasps/hornets would 
randomly show up 
unannounced in my 
house. Even in winter, 
I'd be startled awake 
to the deep-throated, 
loud, buzzing sound 
of an angry wasp/
hornet smashing into 
windows and ceilings 
all throughout my 
house. 

How they entered 
my house all those 
years (I changed my 
locks multiple times), 
I'll never know. So 
anyhow, don't worry 
Chelsea residents, I'm 

already in the "Mur-
der Hornets'" cross 
hairs. They're current-
ly all sharpening their 
stingers in anticipa-
tion of their arrival to 
my house. You're all 
safe from their wrath. I 
guarantee you, there's 
already a "Wanted 
Poster" with my ugly 
mug plastered across 
it haphazardly thumb-
tacked to the walls of 
multiple underground 
lairs forming through-
out the Pacific North-
west right now.

I'm building my 
bunker as we speak. 

Wait, bunker's 
are normally under-
ground, right? Don't 
the "Murder Hornets" 
nest underground?

Why did I do that? 
Welp, it was nice 

knowing y'all.
Day 53 of quaran-

tine. 
I gone...
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view Bradon about his 
experience as a volun-
teer.  I’ve seen several 
articles about the trau-
ma and uncertainty re-
turned volunteers face. 
But I wanted to focus on 
the experience, not on 
how losing it has neg-
atively impacted him. 
Last June, Brandon left 
the United States for 
what was supposed to 
be 27 months of service.  
He spent 3 months liv-
ing with a host family 
while he trained and 
then transferred to his 
official site where he’d 
spend the duration of 
his service.  He was wel-
comed with open arms.  
Much of the comfort 
and relief I felt was 
learning how the people 
of Benin receive volun-
teers.He would not be 
treated as some weird 
stranger, but as one of 
their own.  Meaning 
the communities in 
which volunteers lived 
not only welcomed vol-
unteers but often tried 
to look after them and 
keep them safe, like we 
might do with kids in 
our neighborhood.

 I asked Brandon if 
our American perspec-
tive about  Benin was 
skewed and if he’d give a 
more accurate represen-
tation.  Brandon said, 

Dexter Resident Is Evacuated 
From the Peace Corps

 ➢ continued from page 1 “Benin exists.  Most 
Americans don’t know 
that.  Beyond that, the 
biggest misconception 
is that people there ar-
en’t like me and you.  
They are.  They’re just 
dealing with the effects 
of the deeply evil side 
of everything many 
Americans benefited 
from.”    I think he’s say-
ing the major difference 
is they’ve been exploited 
for our ease and com-
fort. 

 I wanted to know 
what he will miss the 
most about the culture 
in Benin.  He said the 
warmth and tried to 
explain that it's beyond 
Southern hospitality 
or Midwestern man-
ners.  He tried to de-
scribe the warmth and 
said, “Imagine going to 
DC.  Everyone is really 
excited to learn about 
you and really kind.”  
He spoke of being in-
vited to dinner, church 
and different meetings  
in the community.  He 
then described being 
invited to a family re-
union.  After being giv-
en food and drink and 
enjoying time with his 
new friends, everyone 
was asked to donate to 
the family education 
fund.  This was fund 
for anyone in the family 
attending school could 

use for the purchase 
of school supplies and 
books.  Brandon do-
nated some change he 
had with him.  The peo-
ple at the reunion were 
so thrilled he donated, 
they  started calling 
him, “white or foreign 
member of the family.” 
After my brother passed 
away, he returned to 
Benin to finish his ser-
vice.  He experienced 
several funerals while 
he was there.  He was 
profoundly impacted by 
the funerals in Benin.  
Brandon explains, “they 
meet death with life.”  
Dancing, food, a tent, 
and a big party is how 
they celebrate the life of 
someone who has died.  
He does not want to at-
tend any more funerals.  
But, if he has to, he will 
miss the way the people 
of Benin say goodbye.  

 I asked Brandon, 
aside from family and 
friends,if there was any-
thing he missed about 
being in the United 
States.  I expected mod-
ern conveniences.  Bran-
don did say he enjoyed 
getting in a hot shower.  
But then he described 
his bucket showers in 
Benin.  Without run-
ning water, he would 
boil a small pot of wa-
ter to add to his bucket 
of cold water so that it 

need, particularly peo-
ple with mental health 
issues.  

School board mem-
bers on the Zoom call 
praised the work be-
ing done by the staff to 
keep children fed and 
continue with educa-
tion.  Though, they dis-
cussed concern for the 
budget in the future.  

Staying Civically 
Active While Social 

Distancing
Councilman Cousins 
announced that the 
Hilltop housing proj-
ect has moved forward 
with council approval 
on the first reading of 
the final site plan.  And, 
that naturally, all pub-
lic events in the City 
are cancelled or post-
poned.  

  If you are interest-
ed in staying informed 

or have questions you’d 
like answered, you can 
join the next Dexter fo-
rum meeting via zoom 
on Saturday May16th at 
8:30am.  To receive the 
code to join the meet-
ing, email John Han-
sen at RepHansen@
aol.com and ask to be 
included in the Dexter 
Forum email list.

would be warm in the 
evenings.  And then he’d 
get into his shower and 
stare out at the night 
sky at the Milkyway.  
The sky is clear and the 
stars are more visible 
there  So, yes things are 
easier here but there is 
a trade off that comes 
with the ease.  He elab-
orated about having 
to ride his bike rather  
than an air conditioned 
car.  He said he learned 
to appreciate a nice tree 
and the shade provided.  
And he was grateful that 
he didn’t have an hour 

long commute in a  car 
to work like so many 
Americans do. Yes he 
taught in a classroom 
without walls.  But he 
much preferred that to a 
cubicle with fluorescent 
lights  buzzing over-
head.  Yes, he had a goat 
walk in while he was 
teaching, but that’s just 
one of his many incred-
ible stories about living 
in rural Benin.

Brandon said it felt 
awful to be evacuated.  
He’s upset that he didn’t 
get to finish what he 
started, in particular the 

school year.  I asked him 
if they would send him 
back tomorrow, would 
he go, and his answer: 
“In a heartbeat.” 

  He appreciates the 
time he did have in The 
Peace Corps.  He said he 
learned what is import-
ant and what isn’t. “You 
realize what matters.  
People.  The moment 
you're in.  Kindness.” As 
his mother, I love that 
he’s home, but I do hope 
he’s able to go back and 
finish his service in the 
future.

 ➢ continued from page 1
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