
 Volume 3    Issue 18

Phone: 734-636-6577
Fax: 888-355-0629

Hamilton
Publishing

May 14, 2021    

facebook.com/DexterGuardianguardiannewspapersmi.com

 continued on page 4

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

 continued on page 8

Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski

It was Mother’s 
Day.  Both my mom 
and I are two weeks 
past our second vac-
cine so we are fully 
vaccinated and safer 
to be out in the world.  
I have spent this en-
tire pandemic avoid-
ing being in public 
spaces.  I have seri-
ous underlying health 
conditions and have 
not been willing to 
take chances with  my 
health.  It has been a 
long time to stay hun-
kered down at home.  
I decided as a way to 
celebrate Mother’s 
Day and my full vac-
cination, I would sit 
down with my Moth-
er in a restaurant. 
I’ve never been to Joe 
and Rosie’s and my 
mom likes tea.  So, 
I thought it was the 
perfect place to cel-
ebrate.  A Mother’s 
Day tea with my mom 
sounded like a big in-
dulgence considering 
the last 15 months at 
home.  

I walked into Joe 
and Rosie and found 
it empty, save the 
employee working 
behind the count-

Joe and 
Rosie 
Coffee 

and Tea
er.  I noticed the high 
ceilings and exposed 
brick wall dotted with 
framed art.  Mother’s 
Day was a little dark 
and rainy so I opt-
ed for a warm drink.  
The special board was 
lined with cold sum-
mer treats.  All were 
tempting and I will 
make a special trip 
during warm weath-
er to try, but I was 
cold and wanted the 
warmth.  I selected a 
chai latte.  I browsed 
the menu and noticed 
a sandwich with pe-
sto.  Mom’s will un-
derstand, I love pesto 
but I have a child that 
even the thought of 
pesto makes him vi-
olently ill.  It’s some-
thing I never get to 
have. He wasn’t there 
and it’s Mother’s Day 
so it’s my time to en-
joy what I want. I or-
dered it with a side of 
pickles and olives.  My 
mom arrived and was 
not hungry so she or-
dered some green tea.  
The person behind 
the counter was very 
polite and patient 
with my mom.  He 
was struggling to un-
derstand her and she 

On May 10, 2021, 
at 6pm Dexter City 
Council meeting start-
ed. The mayor started 
the meeting discuss-
ing the City Council 
vacancy.  The mayor 
described his role in 
the process and how he  
came to make the de-
cision.  There is some 
concern this process 
is not legitimate. The 
mayor discussed the 
charter and the fact 
that this process has 
been used for the last 
seventeen years.  Jamie 
Griffin explained her 
concern is not moti-
vated by the nominee. 
Jamie was uncomfort-
able  that appointing 
was done prior to non 

Dexter City Council Meeting
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

arranged public partic-
ipation.  Jamie wanted 
to be sure that this is a 
specific rule the coun-
cil wants to follow.  Ja-
mie is not comfortable 
with the process and 
would like to update 
the process.  Zach not-
ed that there was just 
an election and it’s hard 
for him to stray from 
the will of the voters.  
The mayor wants to 
know if we want to re-
vamp this with only six 
on Council?  Wa not-
ed that the Council is 
pretty deep into the se-
lection process and to 
start over now would 
be unfair to applicants.  
Donna feels that this 
has something to do 
with other issues.  She 
wants to move ahead 

and then discuss a pro-
cess.  Paul does not like 
the process at all.  He 
thinks the candidates 
should apply and the 
Council should take a 
vote.  Paul would like 
to delay a vote until 
Wednesday night.  It 
was moved to Wednes-
day night.

The minutes were 
approved. Jamie noted 
that when Zach has a 
conflict of interest due 
to his employer, his 
employer should be 
identified.  

Prearranged partic-
ipation was Tom Colis 
of Miller Canfield who 
was available to an-
swer questions on the 
bonding process.  The 
resolution authorizes 
issuance of bonds to 

acquire sites and facil-
ities. The bonds would 
not exceed 2.5 million.  
But the number could 
be reduced if needed.  
It lays out the structure 
once principal and in-
terest is paid.  The city 
does not have the abili-
ty to leverage addition-
al taxes.  The bonds are 
tax exempt.  A council 
member asked if the 
bond market is good 
now.   According to 
Tom, it is. Zach want-
ed to be sure that it 
would be okay to rent 
out space to for prof-
it organizations.  The 
resolution is specific 
to city offices but is not 
limited to this facility.  
Zach wanted to be cer-
tain that if the property 
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From Dexter 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce

Mark your cal-
endars folks! Music 
will once again fill 
the air in downtown 
Dexter on Friday 
nights this summer. 
It is with great plea-
surer to announce 
that the Dexter City 
Council approved the 
request for our Sum-
mer Concert Series. 
The concerts will be 
held at the gazebo in 
Monument Park ev-

Dexter’s Summer 
Concert Series 2021

ery Friday night from 
June 18 to August 13. 
The Chamber Board 
noticed based on past 
years' attendance, we 
would only draw up 
to 100-150 guests. 
Which is a manage-
able plan for COVID 
safety guidelines and 
to keep our guests 
feeling safe. We will 
have numerous yard 
signs reminding folks 
of the six-foot rule 
and face mask re-
quirement. The local 
Boy Scouts will be on-

site handing out free 
masks to anyone who 
needs one. Chamber 
representatives will 
also be present to 
help guide families 
in the proper safety 
guideline areas. We 
are trying to be con-
scious of the social 
districting measures 
and want the whole 
community to feel 
safe while in down-
town. Stay tuned for 
an official band line-
up coming soon!

From Shop Dexter
Another new 

business has opened 
up in downtown 
Dexter. This time Neil 
O'Brien has moved 
Dexter Print & Em-
broidery where the 
Red Brick restaurant 
once was. They will 
provide a wide va-
riety of apparel and 
gifts with either a 
Dexter logo or your 
own teams or com-
pany logo on them. 
Order items online 
and can have your or-

Dexter Print & Embroidery Opens 
New Location

der shipped directly 
to you or pick your 
order up at the store. 
He's located right 
next to the Dexter 
Bakery. He also offers 
many different items 
with custom imprints 
and logos on them 
for your team, club, 
company, etc. Stop in 
and see what Neil can 
help you with or shop 
online here: https://
dreadstrong.com/ or 
at https://dexterprint.
com/.

Photos Courtesy of Shop Dexter
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Coming 
Soon 

2021-2022 
Schedule 

of 
Events

is hard of hearing so it 
was a challenge order-
ing with masks on.  I 
appreciated how kind 
and patient he was 
with her.  The service 
was excellent.  When 
he realized they’d ran 
out of pickles, he was 
very apologetic.  It 
was not a big deal to 
me.  The sandwich 
was excellent, turkey, 
pesto, spinach, toma-
to, artichoke hearts, 
and havarti cheese 
perfectly toasted with 
a great crunch.  My 
drink was delicious 

Joe and Rosie Coffee and Tea

 ➢ continued from page 1 as well.  Business was 
steady but there was 
never a line.  I remem-
bered what it was like 
to eat in a restaurant 
and see other people.  
I really enjoyed being 
able to experience it 
again.  It was so nice 
to be able to sit across 
from my mom and 
chat for an hour.  I 
look forward to be-
ing out of the house 
more, people watch-
ing again and having 
a leisurely chat over 
delicious food.  I look 
forward to allowing 
someone else to wash 

my dishes and make 
certain all my needs 
are met.  Joe and Ros-
ie was the perfect way 
to enjoy Mother’s Day 
for a mom who’s been 
managing kindergar-
ten, pets and work for 
the past 15 months 
from home.  It was 
quiet, delicious and 
relaxing.  Exactly what 
I needed.  The service 
really made it great 
for an overworked 
mom and I cannot be 

more appreciative.  I 
look forward to visit-
ing again and relaxing 
there in the future as I 
type articles and  en-
joy a coffee.  If you’re 
looking for a relaxing 
little treasure, right in 
town, Joe and Rosie 
Coffee and Tea is the 
perfect spot. For more 
information or to 
check out their menu 
visit: http://www.joe-
androsie.com/. 
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THE 
AMAZING 

RACE IS 
STAYING 
VIRTUAL!

From: Bonnie 
Dockham

St. Joseph Mercy 
Health System, Univer-
sity of Michigan Rog-
el Cancer Center and 
William Rob Juergens 
present: The Cancer 
Support Community’s 
13th Annual Amazing 
Race, to be held  virtu-
ally  on Saturday, June 
5, 2020, at 4 pm.

In previous years 
The Amazing Race 
has been a road rally/
scavenger hunt where 
teams of four solved 
clues, hunted for hid-
den locations around 
the city, completed silly 
activities while racing 
to be the first team to 
complete the course. 
In response to the con-
tinued high rates of 
COVID-19 our com-
munity, the CSC decid-
ed to adapt the event to 
a virtual platform that 
will encompass all the 
same fun as previous 
years while keeping ev-

eryone involved safe.
The event will re-

quire the same amount 
of brainpower, laughter 
and silliness as in past 
years. You will work to-
gether to solve puzzles 
and complete activities, 
all while competing 
with the other par-
ticipants in real-time. 
Teams can be com-
posed of people from 
various locations us-
ing up to four different 
devices. An Amazing 
Race ticket costs $50 
and covers the entry of 
up to four players on 
your team. Join us to 
test your wits and cre-
ativity from the com-
fort of your home, all 
while supporting The 
CSC.

The CSC provides 
free cancer support 
services to all peo-
ple affected by cancer. 
These programs range 
from professional-
ly facilitated support 
groups, exercise and 

nutrition programs to 
children and family 
programming. CSC is 
the only organization 
in the community that 
focuses solely on im-
proving the quality of 
life of people affected 
by cancer. All programs 
are provided free of 
charge. Since March of 
last year, the CSC con-
tinued to provide pro-
fessional opportunities 
for connection via free 
online programs. One 
member expressed 
sincere gratitude fol-
lowing her first video 
group stating, “It is al-
most as if we are still in 
the same room togeth-
er.” CSC has only seen a 
26% increase in service 
provision since moving 
to an online format.

Have some fun 
safely while support-
ing people impacted 
by cancer. Purchase 
your team ticket by 
visiting the website at 
A2AmazingRace.com.



Page 6Dexter Guardian May 14, 2021    

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

Boys Score: Dex-
ter 90 Tecumseh 46

Top Dexter Per-
formers: BOYS:
100m. 1. Cole Ca-
bana (11) 11.13
3. Tyler Valle (10) 
12.23
200m. 1. Cole Ca-
bana (11) 22.94
400m. 1. Nathan 
Gariepy (12) 51.82
2. Jonny Adamczyk 
(11) 55.25
800m. 2. Alex Hoff-
man (10) 2:20.47 
(PR)
1600m. 1. Conor 
Kolka (12) 4:39.05
3. Josh Lamb (11) 
4:53.15
3200m. 1. Conor 
Kolka (12) 9:55.65
3. Josh Lamb (11) 
10:36.93
300 Hurd. 1. Wilson 
Kasischke (12) 42.90
4x400m 1. Dexter 
3:31.12
4x800m 1. Dexter 

DEXTER TRACK & FIELD

DEXTER @ TECUMSEH
MAY 10TH, 2021

OVERCAST, WINDY, LOW 50S
8:58.84
Shot Put 1. James 
Livingston (11) 42-10 
(PR)
2. Danny Gilbert (11) 
37-8 (PR)
3. Andrew Zogaib 
(12) 36-11
Discus 1. James Liv-
ingston (11) 107-3
2. Danny Gilbert (11) 
95-11 (PR)
3. Collin Vanover 
(11) 86-9
High Jump 1. Micah 
Davis (10) 5-11 (PR)
3. Keaton Mur-
phy-Walsted 5-4 (PR)
Pole Vault 1. Clark 
Sheldon (9) 11-0
2. Benjamin Sackman 
(9) 11-0
3. Luke VanNoord 
(10) 10-0
Long Jump 1. Andy 
Jordan (11) 16-10.25 
(PR)
2. Quentin Hurdle 
16-3.5

Girls Score: Dex-

ter 76 Tecumseh 61
Top Dexter Per-

formers: GIRLS:
100m. 2. Maggie Jor-
dan (12) 14.12
3. Gracyn Beck (10) 
14.74
200m. 1. Gracie 
Burns (11) 27.67
3. Gwen Tatara (12) 
29.32
400m. 2. Gracie 
Burns (11) 1:02.69
3. Gwen Tatara (12) 
1:03.53
800m. 2. Ashley 
Mitchell (11) 2:27.51 
(PR)
3. Amanda McGill 
(11) 2:34.47 (PR)
1600m. 1. Amanda 
McGill (11) 5:31.33 
(PR)
2. Hannah McComas 
(11) 5:39.75 (PR)
3. Katie Varitek (9) 
5:42.93
3200m. 1. Abigail Fox 
(12) 12:30.63
2. Megan O’Day (10) 
12:37.98 (PR)
300 Hurd. 2. Meghan 
McGill (11) 54.27
4x400m. 1. Dexter 
4:25.00
Shot Put 1. Jamie 
Giese (11) 34-1.5 
(PR)
3. Maya Calloway 
(12) 27-2.5 (PR)
Discus 1. Abby 
Marek (12) 98-10
2. Katie Krueger (11) 
91-10
3. Jamie Giese (11) 
79-10

High Jump 1. Haley 
Craig (12) 4-10
2. Abigail VanNoord 
(12) 4-8
Pole Vault 1. Josianne 
Mettes (12) 11-6
2. Makenzie Stock 
(12) 10-6
3. Abigail VanNoord 
(12) 10-0 (PR)
Long Jump 3. Beth-
any Simons (10) 12-
6.75 (PR)

Meet Recap:
Dexter traveled to 

Tecumseh on Mon-
day for a resched-
uled dual meet from 
last month. The boys 
dominated the meet 
with a score of 90-46, 
while the girls side 
was a bit closer, the 
ladies took the victo-
ry with a score of 76-

61.
Some of the top 

performers for the 
Dexter boys were dual 
event winners Cole 
Cabana, in both the 
100m and the 2oom, 
Conor Kolka win-
ning both the 1600m 
and the 3200m runs, 
and James Livingston 
winning both the 
Shot Put and the Dis-
cus. Nathan Gariepy 
won the 400m, and 
Wilson Kasischke 
took the top spot in 
the 300m. Hurdles. 
Other field event win-
ners were Micah Da-
vis in the High Jump, 
Clark Sheldon in the 
Pole Vault, and Andy 
Jordan winning the 
Long Jump.

On the track for 
the girls side, Gra-
cie Burns won the 
200m, followed by 
teammates Amanda 
McGill winning the 
1600m, and Abigail 
Fox won the 3200m. 
In the field events, 
Jamie Giese won the 
girls Shot Put, Abby 
Marek took the top 
spot in the Discus, 
High Jump was won 
by Haley Craig, and 
the girls Pole Vault 
was won by Josianne 
Mettes.

Both the Boys and 
Girls will travel to Yp-
silanti Lincoln high 
school on Friday for 
the SEC White Con-
ference Champion-
ships.

It is hard to be-
lieve that last year at 
this time everything 
was up in the air 
and we were fighting 
Covid-19 with every-
thing we had.

We made great 
strides and many 
things if not all have 
improved. There was 
nothing 100 percent 
for sure.

Things will 
get better

Sports and grad-
uation were put on 
hold. This year has 
been much different. 
Players and students 
have been able to do 
much more. I hope 
things can only get 
better.

I know sports, 
athletes and the fu-
ture of schools is 
moving forward.

Let things be 
much better this 

spring and summer. 
I truly believe every-
thing is on the mend 
and everything will 
be getting better.

I have lost a parent 
to this horrible virus 
and been in the hos-
pital myself. Recently 
I just got out and I am 
looking to improve.

God will make 
things easier and 
sports will be stronger 
just like the schools.
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From: Felicia Mann
The Board of Di-

rector of Chelsea 
State Bank recently 
announced the pro-
motions of Dawn M. 
Kalusha to Vice Pres-
ident and Heather 
Turnbow to Officer of 
the Bank.  

“I am pleased to 
announce the pro-
motions of Dawn 
and Heather,” said 
Chelsea State Bank 
President and CEO 
Joanne Rau. “Both 
Dawn and Heather 
have provided excel-
lent customer service 
for our Bank over the 

Chelsea State Bank 
Announces Kalusha, 
Turnbow Promotions

Dawn M. Kalusha

Heather Turnbow

years. Our customers 
have come to rely on 
Dawn to help them 
obtain consumer 
loans, including per-
sonal and auto loans 
and home mortgages. 
And Heather has pro-
vided our staff and 
customers with the 
knowledge they need 
to learn about and 
secure our deposit 
products, including 
our Kasasa accounts.”

Dawn Kalusha 
is promoted to Vice 
President. 

Kalusha has 27 
years of community 
banking experience. 
She joined Chelsea 
State Bank in 2011 
as a Consumer Loan 
Officer and was pro-
moted to Assistant 
Vice President in 
2012. Prior to joining 

Chelsea State Bank, 
Kalusha was a Branch 
Manager and Loan 
Officer for another 
community bank.  

Kalusha is a reg-
istered Mortgage 
Loan Officer (MLO), 
NMLS # 441382. 
She is a graduate of 
the Robert M. Perry 
School of Banking 
and holds a license 
in Title Insurance.  
She has also obtained 
her Branch Manag-
er Certification from 
the Michigan Bankers 
Association. Kalu-
sha is the treasurer of 
Stockbridge Commu-
nity Outreach. She 
and her family reside 
in Stockbridge.

Heather Turnbow 
is promoted to Offi-
cer.

Turnbow began 

her banking career 21 
years ago when she 
joined Chelsea State 
Bank as a Teller in 
the Drive-Up Service 
Window at the Chel-
sea Main Plaza office 
in 2000. Over the 
years, Heather pro-
gressed to Lobby Tell-
er and into her cur-
rent position as New 

Account Representa-
tive and Staff Trainer.

Turnbow’s desire 
to help people carries 
into her community 
service as well. She 
has produced and 
directed a Musical 
Benefit Dinner for 
the Chelsea Senior 
Center for two years, 
volunteers with Re-

formers Unanimous 
– a Faith Based Ad-
dictions program and 
has volunteered with 
Rock of Ages Prison 
Ministry and facili-
tated  Women’s Bible 
Studies in the Jackson 
Jail. Turnbow and her 
family reside in Chel-
sea.
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From Dexter 
Creamery

Dexter Creamery 
has an exciting an-
nouncement to make! 
Ever wanted to find an 
actual hidden treasure? 
Well get your treasure 
hunting boots ready 
we will be hiding over 
$2000 in actual gold and 
silver in the Dexter area 
this summer! Here is 
how it works, each week 
we will hide a treasure 
chest somewhere on 
public property in the 
Dexter area. We will re-
lease a riddle pertaining 
to the location where 
it is hidden. Solve the 
riddle and search for 
the treasure! Each week 

Dexter Creamery 
Announces 

Treasure Hunt!

between June 17th and 
August 5th either a new 
treasure will be hidden 
or if the previous weeks 
treasure hasn't been lo-
cated it will grow. The 
riddle and additional 
clues will be released 
first in store and then 
via social media. This 
is sure to be an exciting 
hunt designed to engage 
the entire family and 
help you to learn some 
of the amazing history 
right in our backyard. 
This is a free event for 
everyone, more details 
will be posted via social 
media and on our web-
site as we get closer to 
the event so be sure to 
follow us on Facebook 

and Instagram!
Fine print: The trea-

sure will be on public 
property within a 5 mile 
radius of 

Dexter Creamery
and will not be bur-

ied. Please do not dig or 
destroy anything in your 
search. Clues will be re-
leased in store twice a 
week 24-48 hours be-
fore they are released on 
social media. The actu-
al treasure will not be 
in the chest, you must 
bring the chest in to 
the Creamery to claim 
the prize. Each chest 
will be equipped with 
GPS tracking so we will 
know when it has been 
located.

being investigated does 
not work can the bonds 
be sold later?  Tom stat-
ed the City controls the 
timeline but the reso-
lution will trigger the 
sale of the bonds.   Jus-
tin noted that for the 
broad property, if this 
timeline is not met it 
will cost the city more 
in earnest money. 

The agenda was ap-
proved.  

Non-arranged par-
ticipation was next and 
Sanam Arab spoke. On 
the process for filling 
the vacancy for the 
city council.  She men-
tioned a survey that 
Jamie put up on social 
media. Sanam stated 
that she applied know-
ing the process when 
they applied. Sanam 
was concerned with a 
specific  question on 
the survey.  She is con-
cerned with the idea of 
the  runner-up.  Sanam 
stated the runner up 
does not get elected.  It 
is clear that is not the 
will of the people.  

Item H communi-
cations were next.  Ja-
mie noted that a zoning 
meeting was not listed.  

Dan Schlaff gave 
his report.  He dis-
cussed ongoing proj-
ects. The 2nd street wa-
termain project.  This 
week is a walkthrough 
of the Dexter Crossing 
resurfacing project. 
Sewer manhole in-
spections started this 
morning.  Mill Creek 
school manhole was 

Dexter City Council 
Meeting

noted with some flood-
ing.  The city was able 
to contact the school 
and prevent a back up.  

Michelle Aniol was 
up next.  There are not 
a lot of updates because 
she went on vacation 
but was open to an-
swering questions. The 
Mayor asked if the out-
door seating was all set 
for those that need it.  

The  City Manager 
report came from Jus-
tin.  He is still working 
on the budget and will 
try to have it out to-
night or in the morn-
ing.  The community 
garden got some bad 
news.  All members 
of the DPW out here 
putting in water lines 
got poison ivy. Justin 
is trying to figure out a 
solution and is hoping 
the garden can open 
this year without all 
the gardeners getting 
poison ivy. It is not 
prepared for a Saturday 
opening.   Paul asked 
for an estimate of when 
it can open.  Dan and 
Justin are unsure.  They 
need to discuss the op-
tions. It’s pretty frus-
trating because they’ve 
been working very hard 
to get it ready in time.  
The waterline is in and 
everything is ready to 
go.  The Farmers Mar-
ket had opening day on 
Saturday and Tuesday.  
The new manager is 
doing a great job.  Ja-
mie brought up some 
things that came up in 
her training.  She noted 
some acts 196 of 1973 

317 of 1968 to help ad-
dress the conflict of in-
terest revisions.  

The Mayor was 
up next.  Confirming 
Wednesday workshop 
they will discuss the 
vacancy.  He asked that 
Jamie is very clear re-
garding surveys she 
puts out that her sur-
vey is not on  behalf  of 
the council.  The mayor 
discussed interviewing 
city manager candi-
dates.  The mayor has 
started reaching out to 
student rep candidates.   
He will bring rec-
ommendations back 
soon.  Jamie would like 
to give preference to 
someone who lives in 
the city of Dexter.   The 
mayor stated that as 
long as they are in the 
school district they are 
eligible.  The mayor’s 
goal is to not exclude if 
he can.  

The consent agen-
da passed next. 

Old business was 
next.  K-1; Justin went 
over his activities with 
3515.  He’s had a num-
ber of meetings. Sur-
vey and appraisal are  
substantially complete.  
Justin opened it up for 
questions. Jamie asked 
if the RFP would be in 
the paper. Zach  con-
firmed that plans and 
probable cost were 
based on engineers.  It 
was. A decision needs 
to be made at the next 
meeting in order to 
meet the original due 
diligence deadline.  
Justin has a meeting 

tomorrow to discuss 
improvements to the 
building and next steps.  
Zach thinks there’s so 
much still left to ad-
dress and would like a 
little more time.  The 
mayor asked if Zach is 
comfortable if Justin 
and the city attorney 
can interact with the 
owner on those items?  
Zach does feel com-
fortable with conver-
sations continuing at 
the city manager level.  
Jamie agreed that she is 
comfortable too.  Don-
na made a motion to 
allow Justin up to 10k 
for additional earnest 
money for an addition-
al sixty days with the 
property owner if the 
items needed do not 
come in time.  The mo-
tion passed.  

L-1; The consid-
eration of a proposal 
from OHM for Dexter 
crossing road work not 
to exceed 124,300.  Pat-
rick Droze discussed 
the work.  Because of 
the issues of MDOT 
and the 3rd Street proj-
ect this project was 
easy to get going be-
cause it’s been on the 
radar for years.  The 
motion passed.  

L-2; Consideration 
for a settlement  and 
mutual release agree-
ment and allow the 
mayor to sign it on be-
half of the city.  Dan 
and everyone at the 

wastewater treatment 
plant felt very comfort-
able signing it.   It’s over 
for now and hopefully 
the next 27 years are 
utilized  to find a solu-
tion.  The settlement 
was approved.  

L-3; Consideration 
of the road closure 
permit for the Dexter 
Ann Arbor Run. The 
attention to detail and 
Covid plan was appre-
ciated.  Jamie noted 
some typos on the city 
packet.  Doug Good-
hue spoke on behalf of 
the Dexter Ann Arbor 
Run.  It will be the 47th 
annual event with the 
starting lines being on 
Baker Road.  The mo-
tion carried.

L-4; park use per-
mit for yoga in the 
park.  It is an annual 
request.  They’ve pro-
vided additional infor-
mation to ensure that 
proper spacing takes 
place.  Zach wanted to 
be sure that there was 
nothing in the books 
that prevents allowing 
a group in litigation 
from being granted a 
permit.  The motion 
carried.  

Council comments 
were next.  Jamie Grif-
fin  wanted to know if 
the water and budget 
reports would be in the 
packet for Wednesday.  
She noted that Ann Ar-
bor had a good targeted 
message for the public.  

She would like that in-
cluded.  She noted that 
she will be certain to 
include that her survey 
is not from council.  It 
is clear she prioritizes 
public input and opin-
ion.  That was a part of 
her election platform.  
She will be certain to 
make it clear that the 
survey is not an official 
council survey.  

Cole Miller spoke 
at non-arranged par-
ticipation.  Cole was 
unaware that there was 
an issue with the cur-
rent process for filling 
the vacancy.  Cole is the 
applicant that was the 
runner up in the elec-
tion so he felt slightly 
uncomfortable speak-
ing.  He noted if the 
question seems to be if 
the current process for 
filling a vacancy works. 
Joe Semifero spoke 
next and noted how 
quickly old and new 
business was able to be 
addressed.  He thought 
maybe rearranging the 
order might be nicer 
for those people wait-
ing to speak on issue.  
He looks forward to 
how things turn out 
on Wednesday.  Sanam  
spoke on the road proj-
ect.  She is on the HOA 
board and will be glad 
to communicate about 
the road project to the 
neighborhood.  The 
meeting adjourned.

 ➢ continued from page 1
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The April 26th Board 
of Education meeting 
was held both in per-
son in the Bates Board-
room and streamed on-
line via Zoom to allow 
the opportunity for all 
community members to 
participate during the 
pandemic.

DCS Spark Pro-
gram Pilot

The meeting be-
gan with a video pre-
sentation showcasing 
the recent DCS Spark 
program pilot. The vid-
eo provided a program 
overview and post-pi-
lot update, including 
photos and quotes from 
participating students. 
During the two-week 
program, 21 students in 
grades 3-6 participated 
in a flexible-schedule 
learning environment 
incorporating a collabo-
rative Covid-19-focused 
unit, Genius Hour, JOLT 
(Joyful Open Learning 
Time) and Academic 
Skills Time.

The Research & De-
velopment team com-
prised of Melanie Dever, 
Deb Eber, Beau Kim-
mey, Mollie Sharrar, 
and David Teddy, pre-
sented lessons learned 
during the pilot, as well 
as plans moving for-
ward. The vision is to 
create a Spark learning 
lab at Wylie Elementary 
in Fall 2021, as well as 
develop Spark-style ex-
periences in Wylie class-
rooms, with the support 
of SEMIS (Southeast 
Michigan Stewardship 
Coalition). In years 2 & 
3, additional classrooms 
around the District are 
envisioned, also sup-
ported by SEMIS. DCS 
staff received the same 
video presentation on 
April 26, and have been 
asked to indicate their 
interest in developing 
and deploying "Spark 
experiences" in their 
classes/teams next year. 
Relevant professional 
development for this 
new program is being 
planned and will be 
available for interested 
staff.

Since 2015, the 
District’s strategic plan 
has included creating 
extended learning op-
portunities with the 
community; Spark will 
be a natural pathway to 
achieve this goal. Some 
examples of this learn-
ing style already imple-
mented at DCS include 
the Frederick Pelham 
bridge project and the 
CommuniTree project. 
The Spark program will 
serve as an umbrella for 
this place-based educa-
tion, with support and 
coaching for staff to im-
plement it in their class-
rooms.

Next year’s plans 
are for one Spark class-
room at Wylie (3rd, 
4th or combo), as well 
as a group of teach-
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ers across the District 
(one for each grade lev-
el 1st-10th) to imple-
ment Spark-style units. 
Trustee Mara Great-
orex shared her experi-
ence visiting the Spark 
classroom for a half-
day: when asking a 6th 
grader about mentor-
ing younger students, 
the student replied they 
were actually learning 
from the 3rd graders. 
The collaborative nature 
of the program encour-
ages all students to be 
both learners and teach-
ers.

[Note: In the Board 
meeting video, the au-
dio is muted during 
this presentation be-
cause screen sharing 
with Zoom created a lot 
of feedback. The Spark 
presentation video with 
audio can be viewed 
here:

https://drive.google.
com/file/d/12WLVOIv-
I3zDlpw6B3URWL33i-
PI_UEAy8/view.]

COVID-19 Data 
Update

Dr. Timmis pre-
sented the Covid-19 
Data Review and DCS 
Dashboard update. He 
noted a total of 75 posi-
tive student cases and 19 
positive staff cases year-
to-date, with 95 stu-
dents (mostly at Anchor 
and DHS) and 3 staff in 
quarantine for the week 
of April 19. This week’s 
positive case numbers 
are trending down with 
only 5 new student cas-
es, but 2 classes at An-
chor Elementary are 
currently in quarantine. 
In Washtenaw Coun-
ty, the total number of 
cases are approximately 
30 out of 100,000 (as of 
4/26/21), with the infec-
tion rate dropping be-
low 1%.

The county is still 
seeing an increase in 
positive cases for ages 
0–17. According to 
MDHHS data, we are at 
290 cases per 1,000,000 
with a 4.1% positiv-
ity rate. DCS sports 
and clubs continue to 
administer required 
weekly testing in order 
to participate, and this 
week there were only 
a couple positive cases 
out of the hundreds of 
students tested.

Dread Strong Sum-
mer Program

There are currently 
about 500 K-8 students 
signed up for the Dread 
Strong Summer Pro-
gram, which will run 
8:00 am – 12:30 pm, 
June 21 through August 
19. DCS is hiring teach-
ing staff to facilitate the 
program, and also in-
tends to hire high school 
or college students as 
assistants. Coordination 
with Camp Dexter will 
provide extended care 
for the remainder of 
each day (for a fee).

Information will 

soon be shared about 
the high school summer 
program, which will in-
clude credit recovery for 
freshman Algebra, En-
glish, Biology, American 
History, World History 
and possibly Algebra II 
(based on needs). The 
program will also offer 
strength and condition-
ing through Iron Dread.

Reading Action 
Plan

DCS is creating a 
Reading Action Plan for 
our youngest students, 
including some sum-
mer components. The 
developmental reading 
work usually done by 
teachers is hard to do 
while distanced, be-
cause teachers need to 
sit right next to their 
students to be most ef-
fective. From March 
through June, the Dis-
trict will review Fountas 
& Pinnell (F&P) read-
ing levels and NWEA 
data to determine what 
skills need to be ad-
dressed. Historically, 
younger students need 
help with key ideas and 
details in informational 
texts, so the plan will 
focus on these concepts 
while continuing class-
room work on claims, 
evidence & reasoning.

A coaching model is 
in development for the 
fall, and the District has 
posted a K-4 Learning 
Coach position to per-
form intense learning 
coaching. This summer, 
DCS will review and 
update our multi-tier 
system of supports, as 
well as implement plans 
to put print media into 
kids’ hands and part-
ner with Dexter District 
Library for additional 
summer reading oppor-
tunities.

Schools of Choice 
(SOC) Application 
Window Open

DCS currently has 
more than 180 appli-
cations for SOC from 
out-of-district students 
(more than twice the 
usual amount), with 
the spring application 
window open through 
April 30th. Saline is 
experiencing a simi-
lar increase, and most 
likely many of the same 
families have applied to 
multiple districts. The 
capture rate is usual-
ly 60% out of the total 
applications, but with 
such large numbers and 
a significant loss of stu-
dents this year, the Dis-
trict needs to determine 
how many can realisti-
cally be accepted. As re-
quired by law, a second 
SOC application win-
dow is scheduled for this 
summer (late July). Tra-
ditionally, the second 
window is an opportu-
nity for families whose 
situations changed over 
the summer to be able 
to provide stability for 
their students. Dr. Tim-
mis anticipates about 
half of the Dexter stu-
dents lost in 2020-2021 
will return. He shared 
that some families have 
found they like home 

school or to travel with 
their kids, and may in-
dicate a nationwide en-
rollment shift. Board 
members recommend-
ed

DCS be conserva-
tive this spring when 
accepting SOC applica-
tions knowing that new 
families may move into 
the district this summer.

MASB Board 
Member Awards

Dr. Timmis con-
gratulated Board mem-
bers Mara Greatorex 
and Julie Schumaker, 
as well as former Trust-
ee Barbara Read, on 
their recent awards by 
the Michigan Associa-
tion of School Boards 
(MASB). Greatorex 
was awarded theCer-
tified Board Member 
Award and the Award of 
Merit; Schumaker and 
Read earned the Master 
Board Member

Award.
Board President 

Update
President Schumak-

er addressed the recent 
letter sent by Dr. Tim-
mis to the community 
sharing his selection 
as one of five finalists 
for the Wayne RESA 
Superintendent posi-
tion. She said, “We have 
been very fortunate to 
have Dr. Timmis here 
as our Superintendent 
for almost 8 years… 
We are hopeful that 
you’ll remain at Dexter 
Community Schools to 
continue to guide and 
implement new educa-
tional programs and ini-
tiatives. We very much 
value your leadership in 
the District.”

Student Represen-
tative Update

Aiden Naughton 
updated the Board that 
DHS students have 
been given the oppor-
tunity to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccination, 
and a good number of 
students are scheduling 
appointments.

First Public Partic-
ipation Opportunity

No community 
members elected to 
speak during the first 
opportunity for public 
participation.

Consent Items
The Board acknowl-

edged the retirement of 
occupational therapist 
Melinda Hieber and re-
ceived the March bud-
get report.

DHS Course Pro-
posals

DHS Assistant Prin-
cipal Ken Koenig walked 
the Board through a 
number of proposed 
new elective classes for 
the 2021-2022 school 
year. When creating the 
classes, teachers con-
sidered three driving 
concepts: to cultivate 
student interest in areas 
of real-life application 
through electives; to not 
add to students’ home-
work load now that the 
block schedule allows 
for more classes; and to 
help students develop 
and increase self-aware-
ness of others and the 

community. With these 
concepts in mind, the 
following elective class-
es have been proposed:

- Positive Psycholo-
gy – one-semester class, 
open to 9th & 10th 
graders taught by Tracy 
Stahl in the Social Stud-
ies department. This is 
an introduction to psy-
chology concepts in-
cluding practical appli-
cations, giving students 
a toolbox to use during 
their high school career.

- Science and Prac-
tice of Strength and 
Conditioning – two-se-
mester class for 9th-
12th graders, taught by 
Coach Chris Whittaker 
in the PE department. 
Teaches what it takes 
to become a strength 
and conditioning coach. 
Students will rotate into 
Strength & Condition-
ing class to assist cur-
rent Dexter athletes.

- Spanish Films and 
Literature – two-semes-
ter class for 11th & 12th 
graders in the World 
Languages department. 
Intended for students 
not interested in level 4 
or IB language class, but 
who still want to utilize 
language and explore 
culture (will be offered 
in 2022-2023). Will be 
the first World Lan-
guage elective offered at 
DHS.

- Bearing Witness 
– one-semester class 
for 9th-12th graders, 
taught by Ali Barthol in 
the English department. 
Students will evaluate 
information sources as 
they examine, discuss, 
and reflect on events 
and happenings around 
our community and the 
world.

- Foods & Nutrition 
Science 2 – one-semes-
ter class for 9th-12th 
graders, taught by Lau-
ren Williams (prereq. 
Foods 1). With so much 
information presented 
in Foods 1, students’ ac-
tual cooking experience 
is limited. This course 
will stretch the infor-
mation into another 
semester and allow for 
more practical cooking 
applications.

- Makerspace – 
one-semester class for 
11th & 12th graders. 
A hands-on, lab-based 
science elective utiliz-
ing computer labs, 3D 
printers, soldering, etc. 
Students will take an 
idea through the devel-
opment process to final 
product.

- Musical Theater 
Workshop – one-se-
mester class for 9th-
12th graders, taught by 
Julie Bassett, DHS choir 
director. DHS puts on 
a spring musical each 
year, but there is cur-
rently no class to teach 
the concepts of musi-
cal theater. Course will 
provide introduction to 
musical theater, as well 
as techniques to prepare 
for the spring musical. 
Students are not re-
quired to take class to be 
in DHS spring produc-
tion, or vice versa. NSBA 

Advocacy Institute Dr. 
Schumaker informed 
Trustees about the Na-
tional School Board As-
sociation (NSBA) Ad-
vocacy Institute open to 
all board members. This 
event, usually held in 
Washington DC, allows 
school board members 
from around the coun-
try to learn how to ad-
vocate on behalf of their 
district students. This 
year’s Institute will be 
via Zoom on June

8 & 9 at the cost 
of $299/person (if 
registered by the end 
of April). The Board 
passed a motion to ap-
prove registration costs 
for any interested board 
members to attend in 
order to take advantage 
of the early registration 
discount.

Quarterly Finan-
cial Narrative

Dexter CFO Dr. 
Sharon Raschke gave 
an overview of Dex-
ter’s financial narrative 
for March 2021. As is 
typical, the budget re-
vision to be presented 
in June will be impact-
ed by many financial 
unknowns related to 
COVID-19, but the Dis-
trict expects to end up 
revenue over expenses 
by fiscal year- end.

Second Public Par-
ticipation Opportunity

No one chose to 
speak during the second 
opportunity for public 
participation.

Committee Up-
dates

Trustee Great-
orex gave a recap of 
the MASB Behind 
the Scenes conference 
held Monday morn-
ing. Trustees Greatorex 
and Kangas, along with 
community members 
Melanie McIntyre, Hei-
di Patel and BJ Walling-
ford, attended the virtu-
al conference, learning 
about upcoming educa-
tion-related legislation 
and meeting in a break-
out room with State 
Representative Donna 
Lasinski and State Sen-
ators Lana Theis and 
Dale Zorn.

Trustee Greatorex 
updated the Board on 
the Educational Foun-
dation of Dexter’s recent 
spring teacher grant cy-
cle, which included ap-
proximately $15,000 in 
funding for items such 
as a 3D printer for Mill 
Creek and books for all 
2nd graders.

Closed Session 
Postponed

The scheduled 
closed session to per-
form the Superinten-
dent’s quarterly eval-
uation was postponed 
until the next Board 
meeting due to the 
length of the meeting.

The full meeting 
video can be viewed on 
the Board of Education 
website at

https://www.dex-
terschools.org/district/
board-of-education/
meetings/videos.


