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This year has been 
difficult with the holi-
days.  Many traditions 
were lost due to safe-
ty concerns.  A lot of 
us had to avoid our 
normal family gath-
erings and celebra-
tions.  Parades could 
not happen, visits to 
Santa were skipped 
and much of the ex-
citement of the season 
was different this year.  
Thanks to dedicated 
volunteers within the 
community, the Lumi-
naria remained.   

I had the opportu-
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Restaurant Review: 
Aubree’s Pizzeria & Grill

I’ve been tour-
ing the restaurants 
in Dexter during the 
pandemic hoping to 
help support local 
businesses.  I realized 
that I’ve not yet visit-
ed Aubree’s.  I’ve dined 
at Aubree’s in the past 
so that might be why.  
But, it is not my inten-
tion to skip any restau-
rants and today, my 
daughter and I decided 
to enjoy lunch together 
by ordering Aubree’s.  

We checked out 
the online menu. Since 
I already know Au-
brees has great pizza, 
I decided to try some-
thing different this 
time.  I browsed the 
lunch deals but opted 
to check out the lim-
ited time offer menu.  
The first thing on that 
menu caught my eye, 
the herb cheese spread.   
Then I noticed The 
Nashville hot chicken 
sandwich.   My daugh-
ter, who is six, really 

appreciated the chil-
dren’s menu.  There 
is a good selection of 
child approved main 
dishes as well as choic-
es of sides.  My daugh-
ter opted for a cheese 
pizza and struggled to 
choose between fries, 
a Go-Gurt, peaches, or 
apple slices.  Ultimate-
ly, she went with fries.  
I noticed an order on-
line option.  It was very 
easy to navigate and al-
lows the person order-
ing to select a pick-up 
time.  This is very con-
venient for ordering at 
a business or ordering 
around a busy sched-
ule.  Obviously, select-
ing a time will only 
work for ordering in 
advance because food 
takes time to prepare.  
But, it worked well for 
me and allowed me to 
schedule the food and 
give myself time to 
drive and warm up my 
car. I really appreciate 
the ease of the website 

and the ordering on-
line option.  I set the 
pick-up time for 2pm 
and hoped it would be 
ready without issue.  

We arrived on time 
and were immediately 
greeted as we walked 
in the door.   We were 
directed around to-
ward the back left 
side where there was 
a window to get pick-
up orders.  Ours was 
ready as we arrived.  
The timing was perfect 
and my six-year-old 
was happy to not have 
to wait and be patient 
while the food cooked.  

We grabbed our 
food and got in the car.  
My daughter could 
smell the food and 
started asking to eat.  
I handed her a slice of 
pizza. “That’s good piz-
za,” she stated right af-
ter her first bite.  She’s 
only six but she’s a bit of 
a pizza expert.  It’s her 
favorite food and Lord 
 continued on page 4
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Winter Wellness Photo 
Challenge

From Matt Pegouskie
Are you a Winter 

warrior? Do you enjoy 
skating, skiing, walk-
ing or biking all win-
ter long? Does your 
running club or ice 
hockey team embrace 
the winter weather 
and carry on? If so, 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation wants to show-
case your creative 
talents and highlight 
what our communi-
ty members do in the 
Winter to promote 
physical activity.

We invite all 5 
Healthy Towns resi-
dents who embrace 
the winter elements to 
help us demonstrate 
that Michigan winters 
offer a great opportu-
nity to promote well-
ness outdoors.  Grab 
your phone or camera 
and submit your pho-
to to the Winter Well-
ness Photo Challenge. 

You will be eligible 
to win a gift card and 
feature your photo in 
our Fall 2021 issue of 
Connected Magazine.

Send us a pho-
to image between 
January 1-31, 2021. 
Submission guide-
lines and an image 
consent release form 
can be found at ww-
w.5healthytowns.org. 
Winners will be an-
nounced in February, 
2021.

5HF’s Community 
Advisory Committee 
will select two photo 
winners:

• Best Photo 
(Adult Category) – if 
you are age 18 and 
older, submit a pho-
to that shows winter 
wellness.

• Best Photo 
(Youth Category) – if 
you are 17 and young-
er, submit a photo that 
shows winter well-
ness.

Our 5HF com-
munity members will 
select the overall win-
ner by voting on Face-
book in February:

• People’s Choice 

Award (youth or 
adult) – The People’s 
Choice award will 
provide an opportu-
nity for our commu-

nities to weigh in on 
their favorite photos.  
Submitted photos will 
be placed on the 5 
Healthy Towns face-

book page to allow 
our followers a chance 
to choose the best of 
the best! 

For more infor-

mation, contact 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation staff, Matt Pe-
gouskie, or Lori Kintz, 
at 734-433-4599.

From Wendy Welch
Three area teens 

are getting more than 
bear hugs from  the 
Humane Society 
of Huron Valley 
(HSHV). Audrey 
Hudson of Dexter, 
and Matt Rummer 
and Simon Bunin of 
South Lyon are win-
ners of the third an-
nual Humane Youth 
Awards.

The Humane 
Youth Award honors 
young people who 
have both personally 
and through the in-
spired efforts of oth-
ers, raised awareness 
for and helped create 
a more peaceful life 
for people, animals 
and the environment.

“These three 
young people give 
us hope,” says Karen 
Patterson, VP of Vol-
unteers and Humane 
Education at HSHV 
of the Humane Youth 
Award winners. 
"They’re working to 
make the world a 
more compassionate 
place for both hu-
mans and animals, 
and we’re delighted 
to recognize their 
accomplishments , 
not to mention share 
their stories with oth-
ers."

Local Teens Win 
Humane Youth Awards

Audrey Hudson
Audrey Hudson, 16, is the winner of the Humane Youth Award. This young 
cat lover is a volunteer at Ann Arbor’s cat café, the Tiny Lions lounge and 
adoption Center. She not only helps clean up after the cats and humans, but 
also helps make matches between them—helping introduce cats to the hu-
man visitors and vice-versa. In addition to her work with animals, Audrey 
is also a member of her school’s service-based Interact Club and works as 
a lifeguard at her local athletic club. She is a junior at Dexter High School.

Matt Rummer
Matt Rummer, 14, is first runner-up. Matt has 

been volunteering for more than 2 years at 
HSHV, spending over 100 hours with the ani-

mals and is trained to work with cats, dogs and 
small mammals. Matt especially enjoys helping 

socialize kittens and wants to work with animals 
as a career. He attends South Lyon schools.

Simon Bunin
 Simon Bunin, 13, is second runner-up and 

is also from South Lyon. He began working with 
animals when he was 5 years old, teaching the 
family dog Magma how to army crawl. For his 
most recent birthdays, he’s chosen for the ani-
mals to get presents instead of accepting gifts for 
himself.
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From Felicia A. Mann
Chelsea State 

Bank has committed 
further resources to 
community nonprof-
its as these organiza-
tions struggle to meet 
the growing needs of 
local individuals and 
families during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

Chelsea State 
Bank is well known 
for the many charita-
ble contributions they 
make every year to 
the businesses, agen-
cies and nonprofits in 
the communities the 
Bank serves. Many 
of these organiza-
tions are struggling 
right now to meet 
the growing needs 
of many individuals 

Chelsea State Bank 
Commits Further 

Contributions to Struggling 
Nonprofits, Dexter 

Community Enrichment 
Fund Named to Honor 

Chelsea State Bank
and families in the 
communities because 
of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Therefore, in 
addition to many oth-
er charitable contri-
butions the Bank has 
made to local agen-
cies throughout the 
year, Chelsea State 
Bank has committed 
further contributions 
to the following non-
profits at this time:  

Dexter Commu-
nity Fund, Faith in 
Action, Chelsea Se-
nior Center, Silver 
Maples, Safe House, 
Avalon Housing, 
Huron River Water-
shed Council, Huron 
Valley Ambulance, 
Stockbridge Commu-
nity Outreach, and 
Neutral Zone.

“As the local com-
munity bank, we be-
lieve in paying atten-
tion to those in our 
community who need 
extra help, especially 

during this pandem-
ic and the holidays,” 
said Chelsea State 
Bank Chief Executive 
Officer John Mann. 
“Most of these orga-
nizations are social 
services and human 
needs type agencies, 
serving segments of 
the population that 
are struggling right 
now. Because our 
most significant con-
tribution was to the 
Dexter Community 
Fund, we will have 
the first named fund 
in its history – Chel-
sea State Bank Dexter 
Community Enrich-
ment Fund.  Needless 
to say, we didn’t ex-
pect this – and we are 
extremely honored. 
This is a time when 
we all need to reach 
out and do a little 
more for our neigh-
bors.” 

From Bobby 
Maldonado

On December 
23, St. Joseph Mer-
cy Chelsea received 
and administered its 
first shipment of the 
FDA-approved  Mod-
erna  COVID-19 vac-
cine.

The hospital re-
ceived 1,700 doses, 
joining six other Trin-
ity Health Michigan 
hospitals that have 
begun administering 
COVID-19 vaccines to 
front line workers.

The vaccines are 
being administered 
on a voluntary basis 
to health care per-
sonnel who  meet the 
CDC-defined criteria 
of direct patient care 
to COVID-19 patients, 
including those work-
ing on the COVID 
units, Intensive Care 
Unit, and Emergency 
Department.   Employ-
ees who work in those 
departments are being 
given the opportuni-
ty to self-register and 

St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea receives 

COVID-19 vaccine, 
administers first 

vaccinations
make an appointment 
to obtain the vaccine.

"Today marks a 
historic moment for 
our hospital and our 
community," said Dr. 
Alon Weizer, chief 
medical officer at St. 
Joseph Mercy Chelsea.   
"Our team has worked 
tirelessly for the past 
year to care for pa-
tients, our communi-
ty and each other.   To 
have the vaccine arrive 
days before Christmas 
is a welcome gift for all 
of us, and represents 
an important step to 
bringing this pandem-
ic under control."

Trinity Health 
Michigan hospitals 
throughout the state 
expect to continue to 
receive weekly ship-
ments of both the 
Pfizer and the Mod-
erna mRNA-1273 
vaccine.   Across Trin-
ity Health Michigan, 
Mercy Health Grand 
Rapids, Mercy Health 
Muskegon, St. Joseph 
Mercy Ann Arbor, St. 
Joseph Mercy Living-
ston, St. Joseph Mercy 
Oakland and St. Mary 
Mercy Livonia have 
all received their first 
vaccine shipments.  All 

the hospitals have ul-
tra-cold freezers and 
are prepared to receive, 
store and distribute 
vaccines over the com-
ing months.

People who are 
vaccinated must stay 
committed to the rec-
ommended safety 
guidelines. It is crucial 
to remain vigilant - 
avoid crowds, contin-
ue physical distancing, 
wear masks and con-
tinue excellent hand 
hygiene.

St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea looks forward 
to offering vaccinations 
to community mem-
bers, which it hopes to 
do in the coming weeks 
as it works through the 
CDC and state directed 
priority list.   Informa-
tion regarding the abil-
ity to schedule com-
munity members for 
the COVID-19 vacci-
nation will be provided 
as soon as it becomes 
available.   For more 
information about the 
COVID-19 vaccine, 
please visit Saint Jo-
seph Mercy Health 
System at https://www.
stjoeshealth.org/vac-
cine.
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Coming 
Soon 

2021-2022 
Schedule 

of 
Events

help you if you don’t 
do it right.  Aubree’s 
did.  I had to try the 
herb cheese spread on 
an Aubree’s breadstick 
before driving home. 
The herb cheese spread 
is delicious.  Try it be-
fore it’s off the menu! 
I ordered too much 
food but I’m really glad 
I got it.  It’s so good. 
I’m already looking 
forward to having my 
leftovers for dinner.  I 
opted for smashed red 
skins for my side.   It 
was really nice to have 
something other than 
fries.  The redskins 
were really good. My 
sandwich was wonder-
ful.  The chicken was 
not dry, which can po-
tentially happen when 
a restaurant tries to 
cook chicken quickly.  
The sauce had a nice 
amount of heat with 
good flavor.  Hot sauce 

Restaurant Review: 
Aubree’s Pizzeria & Grill

is sometimes just spicy 
and does not taste 
good.  This hot sauce 
had a kick but also had 
great flavor.  

It’s always a risk to 
try food that a restau-
rant is not known for.  
But Aubree’s is more 
than pizza.  The flavors 
were great on every-
thing I tried.  The food 
was prepared on time 
without any mistakes 
and we had no wait-
ing.  Admittedly, it was 
a little disconcerting 
walking into an emp-
ty Aubree’s.  I’ve nev-
er walked in and not 
seen it full with people 
waiting to be seated.  
For ordering carry out 
during a pandemic, 
Aubree’s has mastered 
customer service and 
continued with great 
food. To check out 
the menu and order 
online visit: https://
aubrees.com/menu/

main-menu.  If I have 
not visited your estab-
lishment, send me an 
email.  I’d love to drop 
by and do a review.  I 
am very grateful to 
be able to support the 

community businesses 
during this challenging 
time.  I certainly don’t 
want to miss any local 
restaurants. Email me 
at anbingham@gmail.
com.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
nity to ask Justin Brey-
er how the luminaries 
are normally distribut-
ed and how they were 
done this year to keep 
everyone safe. Justin 
stated, “The team that 
stepped up to keep 
the tradition alive this 
year is the same team 
that has coordinated 
the creation and dis-
tribution of the Lu-
minaries over the last 
several years.”

Justin discussed 
the families involved, 
“The Augustine fam-
ily, the Covert family, 
and the McKillen fam-
ily.”  He added that the 
city would like to offer 
a special thank you to 
Erin McKillen, Kurt 
and Al Augustine, and 
Tom and Kim Co-
vert.  “This year they 
worked especially 
hard to make sure that 
the process of distrib-
uting the Luminaries 
was as safe as possible 
so that the tradition 
could continue.”  

In previous years, 
the team created each 
household a luminary 
kit and community 
groups like the Lions 

Keeping  Traditions Alive

Club and Boy Scouts 
would pick up the kits 
and distribute, usu-
ally it was done with 
multiple people in 
the cars.  This year, to 
continue the tradition 
things had to be dif-
ferent.  Individuals or 
households stepped 
up to be street captains 
and were in charge of 
handling the assembly 
and distribution of the 
kits.  A street captain 
visited the Depart-
ment of Public Works 
and the kits were load-
ed into their cars, in 
drive through fashion.  
The street captain as-
sembled and delivered 
them to individual 
homes.  

I had the oppor-
tunity to visit and see 
the Luminaries on 
Christmas Eve.   There 
is always something 
beautiful about seeing 
them.  But this year, it 
was a little extra beau-
tiful to me.  It was a 
little emotional to see 
some things contin-
ue, though so much 
has changed, a bit of 
hope and relief that 
the things we love and 
cherish will be back 
and not lost.    Thank 
you to the families 
that worked so hard 
to keep the tradition 
alive and thank you to 
all the street captains 
that jumped in and 
helped. 
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By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Dexter Girl Scouts helping to 
make the Holiday Season Bright

From Kari Stroschein
Tabitha L. and Ra-

chel P. are 5th grade 
Junior Girl Scouts 
from Troop 40626 in 
Dexter. They worked 
together (safely) to 
assemble 75 bags to 
deliver to residents of 
Westridge in Dexter 
for the city's annu-
al Holiday Luminary 
Project. 

Each kit contains a 
bag of sand, five can-
dles and five luminary 
bags. Kits are deliv-
ered to residents door-
steps for the project.

Photos By Kari Stroschein

Let’s start getting 
things back to nor-
mal. It won’t happen 
right away but it is a 
beginning. The bad 
taste of 2020 will be 
with us for some time.

The masks will be 
worn for some time, 
maybe for another 
year or so.

Maybe soon the 
schools will be back to 
face to face learning. 
The fall school sports 
will be finished. Chel-
sea has a perfect foot-
ball record and will 
continue with that.

Happy 
New Year

Bulldog Coach 
Josh Lucas and his 
team are ready to take 
care of business.

One player on the 
team Joe Taylor who 
is an offensive star re-
cently signed to play 
football and baseball 
with the University 
of Michigan. Former 
Chelsea Athletic Di-
rector and baseball 
coach Wayne Welton 
is on the staff of the 
baseball team for the 
University of Michi-
gan. Go Blue!

Dexter and Chel-
sea both have female 
swimmers who have 

to finish the swim-
ming season at the 
state meet later in 
January.

The winter sports 
should start some-
time after Jan. 15. This 
entire Pandemic put 
an early end to Win-
ter sports in 2020.

This has taken al-
most a year. Let’s pray 
that the vaccine will 
help put an end to 
this.

Happy New Year! 
May 2021 be much 
better than 2020. God 
Bless!

Photos By Carissa Poroko

From Carissa Po-
roko

Students at St. 
Mary Pinckney pre-
sented a beautiful na-
tivity and light show 
in lieu of their annual 
Christmas concert.   

On Dec. 18-19 
there was a light up 
the “Road to Bethle-

“All Roads Lead to Bethlehem”

hem” in a drive-th-
ru, silent production 
that transformed the 
parking lot into the 
magical story of Jesus’ 
birth. 

 “All Roads to 
Bethlehem”  was an 
interactive, safe way 
for the community to 
celebrate in the birth 

of Jesus.   You could 
stay cozy in your car 
and watch as this “si-
lent night” comes to 
life with a choir of an-
gels and live nativity 
scene, complete with 
the Holy Family, Wise 
Men, shepherds and 
their flock of dancing 
sheep!
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