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Senior Market Bucks 
in November and 

December. $20 weekly 
vendor drawing.

Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski

Dexter Library 
Still Offering 

Events Via Zoom
The Dexter Li-

brary is open for lim-
ited browsing.  But, 
as a mom and a per-
son that is immune 
suppressed, I am very 
grateful for the contin-
ued virtual program-
ming for children.  The 
past few weeks, my 
daughter and I have 
taken advantage of 
Dexter Library’s virtu-
al programming.  We 

DEXTER LIONS 
BEGAN 40th YEAR 

OF CHRISTMAS 
TREE SALES

From Terry Walters
The Dexter Lions 

will began their 40th 
year in selling Christ-
mas Trees in the  Dex-
ter Community. They  
set the lot up on No-

vember 7th next to 
Creekside School on 
Baker Rd. The trees 
will be  delivered on 
November 14th and  
November 21st.  There 
will be a pre-sale of 

trees on Sunday, No-
vember 22nd from 
noon to 5:00 p.m.. 
The next date for the 
sales of trees to will be 
on Friday, November 

Maya Calloway is 
a Dexter senior athlete 
with some medals. She 
competes hard. She 
plays  field hockey and 
competes in track and 
field.

“My favorite sports 
moment was the first 
time we won states,” 
Maya said. “We all 
ran to each other and 
embraced. It was the 
perfect win. We had 
worked so hard for it 
and it meant the world 
to finally be state 
champs.”

She likes being a 
Dexter athlete. “We are 
competitors and be-
cause of that we hate 

MAYA IS A CHAMPION

Photo By Nikki Calloway
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listened to Halloween 
stories on Wednes-
day prior to Hallow-
een while we created 
a  craft at home.  This 
past Thursday we were 
able to try out a virtual 
baking opportunity, A 
Night of Family Bak-

Dexter Library Still Offering 
Events Via Zoom

Lydia learning to bake through the Dexter Library.
ing with Zee the Cook.

I knew, based on 
the ingredients and the 
title that my daughter 
would love it.  The best 
part of baking some-
thing is being able to 
eat what you creat-
ed.  Learning to make 
Oreo cake pops was on 

the agenda.   We regis-
tered through the Dex-
ter Library Facebook 
page and made sure we 
had the ingredients. 

The class opened 
with Zee trying to look 
at the positive side.  
Many of the children 
participating were at-

tending school virtual-
ly.  Zee acknowledged 
the frustration of liv-
ing through a pan-
demic.  She also asked 
the children to take 
a moment and focus 
on the positive side.  
Each child was asked 
to share what they are 
enjoying because of 
the pandemic.  Most 
children responded 
that the additional 
time with family is a 
positive aspect of the 
pandemic.  It was good 
to hear the kids are 
happy with the extra 
time with parents.  I 
feel like my children 
are missing out on so 
much, but that they 
find joy in the oppor-
tunities we are creating 
at home is wonderful.  

We started the 
baking process by 
counting Oreo cook-
ies and placing them 
in a food processor or 
blender.  Each family 
showed our results to 

make sure the first step 
was completed cor-
rectly. We progressed 
through the process 
which was a good math 
lesson and following 
instructions lesson.  
We made a mistake 
and overblended the 
second time.  When 
it came time to form 
shapes, our batter was 
a gooey mess.  Zee no-
ticed how messy my 
daughter’s hands were 
and offered a solution, 
which incidentally is 
something we’re dis-
cussing in her kinder-
garten class.  I appreci-
ated the extra lessons 
the class offered; safe-
ty with knives and a 
stove, as well as hand 
washing and food safe-
ty.  So much education 
provided within an 
enjoyable fun class for 
my daughter.  

Our end result was 
delicious cake pops 
that were not very pret-
ty.  But my daughter 

is excited to try again 
and give them away as 
Christmas gifts.  I am 
very grateful for the 
opportunity to try new 
things and stay safe.  I 
highly recommend the 
virtual events offered 
by the Dexter District 
Library.  There are op-
portunities for adults 
through preschool 
aged children offered.  
Future events can be 
found at https://dex-
ter.lib.mi.us/  by click-
ing on events.   Cur-
rent Library hours, 
for those that want to 
enjoy limited browsing 
are Mon-Friday 11am-
7pm, and Sat 10am-
2pm.  The library is 
still offering curbside 
pickup for those of you 
trying to avoid public 
spaces.  Visitors inside 
the library are required 
to properly wear masks 
and maintain six feet 
spacing.  Visits are lim-
ited to a half hour at a 
time.  

27th from 9:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. The tree lot 
will be open Monday 
through Friday – 2:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and 
on the weekends the 
hours of operation 
will be 9:00 a.m.-8:00 
p.m.. The Lions will 
also be selling tree 
stands, 3 types of  
Roping and wreaths. 
This year they will 
have  the follow-
ing types of trees on 
their lot: Scotch Pine, 
Douglas Fir, Fraser 
Fir , Natural Frasers,  
Con Colors, White 
Pine, Blue Spruce, 
and Balsam Firs. The 
trees will vary in size 
from  4 feet to 14 feet 
and the prices will be 

DEXTER LIONS 
BEGAN 40th YEAR 

OF CHRISTMAS 
TREE SALES

 ➢ continued from page 1 $18.00  and up.
All the proceeds 

from the sales of the 
trees go back into the 
Dexter Community 
through the various 
service projects of the 
Dexter Lions as well 
as some of the sight 
projects the Lions 
support.

The Dexter Lions 
are proud of the sup-
port they receive from 
the Dexter Commu-
nity and people from 
many other commu-
nities who come back 
each year because of 
the quality of their 
trees and the friend-
ly atmosphere of the 
Dexter Lions.

The Dexter Lions 
are also looking for 

community volun-
teers to help unload 
the trees on Novem-
ber 14th and Novem-
ber 21st from 8:00 
a.m.-11:00 a.m. This 
year the tree lot will 
be operating under 
Covid-19 rules ask-
ing that customers as 
well as workers wear 
masks and practice 
social distancing. 
Customers will be 
asked  to pay through 
a window of the trail-
er and not enter the 
trailer. The Dexter Li-
ons accept cash and 
checks for the trees. 
We hope for your con-
tinued support and we 
wiil continue to meet 
he needs of the Dexter 
Community.

DEXTER LIONS 
CONTINUE 
TO SERVE 

THE DEXTER 
COMMUNITY

From Terry Walters  
The Dexter Lions 

have remained active 
and have found ways 
to continue to provide 
service to members of 
the Dexter Commu-
nity. Since the middle 
of March the Dexter 
Lions have done the 
following:
• Provided meals 3 
times a week For 12 
weeks to emergency 
workers at the Dexter 
Fire Dept.
• Provided funds for 
the Literacy Program 
at 3 of the elementary 
Schools in Dexter.
• Collected over 300 
pairs of eyeglasses for 
Mission trips
• Sent contributions 
to Dexter Area His-
torical Society
• Provided funds to 
family whose daugh-
ter was paralyzed and 
needed special help.
• Provided funds for 
a stereo System for 
Dexter Community 
Players
• Funds for Penrick-
ton Center For Blind 
Children
• Provided funds for 
Dexter Family Ser-
vices
• Purchased eyeglass-
es for a Dexter Resi-
dent

• Provided 5 Scholar-
ships 
to Dexter High School 
Seniors.
• Provided the annual 
Fall 
Sports Program
• Provided workers at 
the 
High School Football 
games
• Received 2 pairs of 
hearing 
aids to send to the 
Lions of Mich.
• Provided funds to 
the Dexter 
Senior Center for 
tables and chairs
• Provided funds to a 
Dexter Student 
who was homeless.
• Funds to Lions of 
Michigan Foundation
• Funds to Winter 
Camp for the Blind
• Funds for Bear lake 
Camp for Blind Chil-
dren
• Funds for Leader 
Dogs for the Blind
• Funds for Radio 
Reading Services.
• Provided additional 
funds to the Dexter 
Senior Center for 
their Meals on Wheels 
program
• Provided funds to 
Eversight
• Provided the Carl 
Willoughby Memorial 
Scholarship to a Dex-

ter High School Senior
The Dexter Lions 

have worked hard to 
serve the communi-
ty even with the loss 
of three of their fund-
raisers over the past 8 
months due to the pan-
demic. They have re-
ceived donations from 
at least 7 residents 
and a few businesses 
which have been great-
ly appreciated and have 
helped them to con-
tinue to meet various 
needs of individuals 
and groups in the com-
munity. They have been 
able to meet since Au-
gust at the Riverview 
Café in Dexter on the 
first Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. in 
order to support those 
in need. Over the past 
6 months, the Dexter 
Lions have lost two 
members who have 
passed away- Lion 
David Piper and Lion 
Elaine Owsley who will 
both surely be missed. 
The Dexter Lions have 
also added three new 
members in the past 
couple of months. You 
can learn more about 
the Dexter Lions by go-
ing to their website at: 
dexterlions.org .
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Dexter Creamery 
Closing for Season

By: Michelle Elie, Re-
altor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@
gmail.com

We continue to 
be on target for re-
cord breaking sales 
figures in Dexter.  If 
you’ve been watch-
ing the market at 
all, you know a sale 
sign goes up in your 
neighbor’s yard, and 
a couple days later, 
they have multiple 
offers over list price.  
30 year fixed inter-
est rates are below 
three percent for well 
qualified buyers mak-
ing buyers hungry to 
purchase homes…..
however inventory is 
scarce.  Experienced 
agents are helping 
guide buyers and sell-
ers through this crazy 
process.

Currently, there are 
81 homes available for 
sale in Dexter and 49 
homes that are under 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of sales 
Average sale price

Here’s the 2020 October Dexter Real Estate recap;

Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of sales 
Average sale price

October Summary

sale contract await-
ing closing.  Of the 38 
homes listed in Octo-
ber, 16 have accepted 
offers. If you consider 
2019 to be a “normal” 
fall sales season, the 
numbers we’re putting 
up in 2020 are extraor-
dinary.  Experts pre-
dict this trend to con-
tinue into the winter 
months. “We current-
ly see buyers sticking 
around in the housing 
market much later than 
we usually do this fall” 
says Danielle Hale, Re-

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors MLS

altor.com’s chief econ-
omist.  “If that trend 
continues, we will 
continue to see more 
buyers in the market 
too.  So this winter 
is likely to be a good 
time to sell”.  If you’re 
considering entering 
the market as a buyer 
or a seller, I invite you 
to contact me to assist 
you with the process. 
This market dictates 
using a professional 
Realtor if you have a 
chance for success.

2020
38

459,206 
31 

441,725

2019
28

518,263  
12

373,325

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

The City Coun-
cil meeting opened 
with a statement from 
Paul Cousins thank-
ing Courtney Nicholls 
for her hard work on 
many projects within 
the community includ-
ing; the community 
garden and the Ava-
lon housing project.  It 
was Courtney Nich-
olls last night as City 
Manager. The mayor 
mentioned that there 
is a four-page agen-
da and was optimistic 
that the council would 
get through everything 
quickly.  The last few 
meetings had been 
long and contentious 
at times.  Hopefully, 
this meeting would 
run smoothly.  The 
meeting minutes and 
agenda passed quickly.

A public hearing 

regarding extend-
ing the lease of Hotel 
Hickman was opened.  
Nobody from the pub-
lic had input on the 
decision.  The council 
had a few questions 
namely; was the price 
fair and should it be 
one year rather than 
two because the econ-
omy will be different 
in a year and was there 
interest in selling the 
property. Ultimately, 
it was determined that 
two years at the cur-
rent rate is fine.  The 
city is trying to protect 
and support local busi-
nesses and restaurants 
are being hit particu-
larly hard.  The city is 
not interested in sell-
ing the property with 
the new extra hurdle 
passed.  The lease was 
extended for two years.  
There was no non-ar-
ranged participation 

so the meeting moved 
forward to reports.

Dan Schlaff, the 
public services super-
intendent, brought up 
two issues in need of 
attention, outside his 
usual report and up-
dates.  The crosswalk 
at Ann Arbor and Ed-
ison has dropped two 
inches.  Two commu-
nity members are con-
cerned because when 
trucks drive over it, 
their homes shake.  
The challenge with the 
repair is the location 
and the need to close 
the road.  An attempt 
was made to lift that 
was unsuccessful.  Dan 
also mentioned that 
one of the two boilers 
put in the wastewa-
ter treatment facility 
in 2013 has a crack in 
it.  But, the reason two 
boilers were put in was 
for this exact situation.  

So, it’s a problem but 
not a massive emer-
gency.  However, it is a 
problem that needs to 
be addressed.  

Michelle Aniol, the 
community develop-
ment manager spoke 
next.  The planning 
commission is work-
ing on the zoning ordi-
nance and would like 
to know if a member of 
the city council or the 
ZBA would like to par-
ticipate.   In an effort to 
plan future meetings, a 
joint work session, and 
an education meeting 
Michelle was look-
ing for feedback from 
the council.   Nothing  continued on page 4

was set in stone, but 
the council seemed to 
prefer a January date 
rather than a few days 
prior to Christmas. 
There is some interest 
in removing outdoor 
seating from special 
land use.  And there 
is the need to do some 
clean up with a conflict 
of code and zoning 
ordinance language. 
Michelle pointed out 
the white tents up on 
Main street and noted 
that local businesses 
have been able to take 
advantage of the great 
weather since Hallow-
een.   Michelle did re-
ceive an email regard-

ing a property on Ann 
Arbor St.  The owner is 
wondering if an alley 
can be used as access.  
Michelle explained her 
response was the own-
er would be responsible 
for the new approach 
and the gravel need-
ed.  She has not heard 
back any further.  Mi-
chelle mentioned that 
a mini storage facility 
is interested in some 
property.  It does not 
fit with zoning or the 
masterplan. So she in-
formed the interested 
parties that they would 
need to go through the 
review process.  Mi-

Dexter City 
Council Meeting: 
November 9, 2020
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Dexter City Council Meeting: 
November 9, 2020

chelle also stated that 
the Christmas tree 
has been selected.  She 
stated that she and stu-
dent rep Alex  Gilbert 
are working on being 
inclusive, a point he 
brought up during the 
last meeting.  Michelle 
asked Alex to discuss 
the progress he’s made 
thus far. 

Alex Gilbert stat-
ed he’s talked to eight 
groups in and around 
the community.  He’s 
in the process of gath-

ering information to 
make an educated de-
cision.  But, he added 
that thus far the best 
way he can see, to sup-
port inclusion is to en-
courage groups to put 
up decor that’s mean-
ingful to them.   

There was a ques-
tion for Michelle re-
garding Noble Ap-
pliance. Michelle 
informed the coun-
cil that they have not 
called for zoning com-
pliance or a certificate 
of occupancy.   She 

stated that she will fol-
low up.

Zach Michels 
spoke next regarding 
CapDart.  There wasn’t 
much to report aside 
from looking for more 
participation from dif-
ferent areas including 
parts of Manchester.  

Courtney Nicholls 
gave her final report 
for the city.  She stat-
ed that there was an 
85% voter turnout for 
Dexter, which was a 
record.  She thanked 
everyone that helped 

with the election.  She 
stated that the invoice 
cloud went live on the 
9th  for anyone paying 
with a  credit card.  So 
far, so good.  She also 
informed the council 
that she’s been work-
ing with the group that 
does the luminaries in 
an effort to keep them 
going through the 
pandemic.  

The mayor again 
thanked Courtney 
for her service to the 
city.  Jim Smith asked 
a question regarding 
legal announcements.  
Courtney acknowl-
edged that there were 
some struggles using 
MLive with disorgani-
zation causing missed 
deadlines.  But, she 
was taking the wait 
and see approach be-
cause she was unsure 
of the status of other 
newspapers.  

The Mayor took 
some time to say good-
bye to the members 
that are leaving.  Scott 
Bell will not be return-
ing to the council for 
another term and nei-
ther will Jim Smith. 
Courtney Nicholls is 
also leaving.  The next 
meetings will look dif-
ferent, with a new act-
ing City Manager and 
new council members.  

Zach Michels 
spoke on his fire de-
partment visits.  He 
visited Oxford and 
noted different things 

they had in place to 
give the council ideas 
for what works well 
and what does not 
work well.  He added 
that he thinks Dex-
ter should do a better 
job regarding the City 
Manager search.  The 
council needs to really 
determine what they 
want in a City manag-
er. 

He pointed out 
that the posted job de-
scription seems to fall 
short of the ones other 
communities in Mich-
igan have posted.  

The consent agen-
da passed and it was 
on to old business.  
The council approved 
the text amendment to 
zoning regarding short 
term rentals and Bed 
and Breakfasts.  

The council went 
on to new business.  
After some discus-
sion on snow and ice 
removal being added 
and parking lot light-
ing, it was decided the 
city will be responsible 
for those items.  And, 
if another space is 
available, the Encore 
space contract can be 
terminated two days 

prior to a meeting with 
no charge.  The motion 
passed.  

Next on the agen-
da was making certain 
city manager appli-
cants are kept private 
until the public inter-
view process happens.  

It was the council’s 
opportunity to speak. 
Most thanked the 
members leaving for 
their service and ded-
ication to the commu-
nity.  A congratulation 
was extended to the 
field hockey team on 
back to back state titles 
and to the Dexter foot-
ball team for the first 
playoff win in history.  

During public par-
ticipation, Carol Jones 
stated that the space in 
which Hotel Hickman 
occupies is historically 
important to the com-
munity and should not 
be sold.  Sanan Arab 
thanked Courtney 
for her work on Paint 
Dexter and encour-
aged her to volunteer 
with the program or 
just visit, as a resident 
would.  

The meeting con-
cluded.
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Health Insurance 
Marketplace Open 

Enrollment is 
Nov. 1 to Dec. 15   

Help is available by phone and 
email to get covered for 2021

The Health Insur-
ance Marketplace is 
open for enrollment 
from Nov. 1 through 
Dec. 15, 2020 for cov-
erage starting January 
1, 2021. The Washt-
enaw Health Plan 
(WHP) team can 
help you find the plan 
that’s best for you. 
WHP staff are trained 
Certified Application 
Counselors and are 
waiting to help you. 
Call 734-544-3030 or 
email  whp@washten-
aw.org  for a free ap-
pointment today.

Anyone with 
questions can call or 
email to talk about 
their options or make 
an appointment. Help 
is available in English, 
Spanish, Arabic, and 
in other languages us-
ing telephone transla-
tion.

“It’s more import-
ant than ever to have 
health care coverage,” 
says Meredith Bu-
halis, program man-
ager with the WHP. 
“We can help you 
look at your options 
and enroll in the best 
plan for you whether 
it’s the Marketplace, 
Medicaid, the Washt-
enaw Health Plan, or 
employer insurance.”

Every year, the 
WHP team helps over 
5,000 community 
members review their 
options and access or 
keep health care cov-

erage.
If you are already 

insured through the 
Marketplace (also 
known as HealthCare.
gov, Affordable Care 
Act, or Obamacare), 
update your informa-
tion and make sure 
your current plan is 
still the best one for 
you, your family and 
your budget. Visit 
your Marketplace ac-
count at  HealthCare.
gov or get help locally 
through the WHP.

If you are enrolled 
in a COBRA plan or 
lost your employer 
insurance due to job 
changes, you may be 
eligible for lower cost 
or subsidized health-
care coverage. WHP 
staff can help you de-
termine the best op-
tion for you and your 
family members. 

The WHP is 
part of the Washt-
enaw Health Initia-
tive  Medicaid and 
Marketplace Out-
reach and Enrollment 
Group  providing 
multiple options for 
assistance with Mar-
ketplace applications. 
Other local organiza-
tions providing Open 
Enrollment help in-
clude Michigan Med-
icine, Packard Health 
and Saint Joseph 
Mercy Health System. 
Download the fly-
er in  English,  Span-
ish or Mandarin.

All Marketplace 
plans cover the 10 
essential health ben-
efits, including cov-
erage for pre-existing 
medical conditions, 
doctors’ services, hos-
pital care, prescrip-
tion drug coverage, 
pregnancy and child-
birth, mental health 
services, preventative 
care, birth control 
coverage, and more.

For more infor-
mation about the 
WHP, health care 
coverage options, and 
local help visit health-
carecounts.org.

W a s h t e n a w 
Health Plan

The Washtenaw 
Health Plan works di-
rectly with people to 
assess their eligibility 
for health coverage 
and to secure cov-
erage. Visit  health-
carecounts.org, call 
734-544-3030 or 
email  whp@washten-
aw.org.

During the pan-
demic, the WHP of-
fice is not open for 
in-person appoint-
ments but we can help 
anyone via phone, 
email, or video ap-
pointments. Span-
ish-speaking and Ar-
abic-speaking staff 
members available. 
WHP is located at the 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty Human Services 
building at 555 Town-
er Street, Ypsilanti.
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
BIRTHDAYS, VETERANS DAY AND MY OLD MAN

My Old Man. 
This past week 

has been a bittersweet 
period for me -- as it 
always is this time of 
year. 

My dad's birthday 
was this week. This 
week also celebrat-
ed Veterans Day. My 
father was a proud 
World War II Navy 
veteran. Thank you to 
all veterans who have 
served our country 
and protected our 
freedoms and rights 
in the process.

My Old Man was, 
and will always be, 
my hero. 

My father would 
have turned 93 years-
old this week. My dad 
left high school ear-
ly before graduating 
from Detroit Denby 
so he could enlist in 
the Navy and defend 
his beloved country 
during WWII. 

My father was a 
gunner during the 

war and also was part 
of a weather unit that, 
among other dangers, 
flew into hurricanes 
and other storms to 
provide accurate re-
ports for the troops 
and other Ameri-
can personnel on the 
ground. 

Three of my un-
cles served in WWII. 
Another uncle fought 
in Korea, while my 
cousin's husband 
served in Vietnam. I 
have the greatest re-
spect for this coun-
try's veterans. I was 
raised to respect all 
veterans and the sac-
rifices each and every 
one of them made in 
service to their coun-
try. 

One of my uncles 
stormed the beach-
es as a Marine in the 
South Pacific during 
WWII. He once told 
my dad (his brother) 
it was difficult for him 
to understand how 
fellow Marines rush-
ing the beaches on ei-
ther side of him nev-
er made it home and 
why he did. Later in 
life, my father told me 
that story. I've never 
forgotten my uncle's 
words. I can't fathom 
the fear and cour-
age it took to rush a 
beach with a crazed 
and desperate enemy 

firing upon you from 
all levels and angles. 

Another uncle 
fought in Italy and 
in southern France 
during WWII. He car-
ried a bazooka. Later 
in his life, on a trip 
he and I took togeth-
er to visit relatives in 
Ohio, he shared with 
me what it was like 
in the field as a sol-
dier. I remember him 
saying he had to dig a 
hole in the ground to 
relieve himself. And 
to clean himself up, 
he would use a ran-
dom leaf or blades 
of grass or whatever 
was nearby. A ba-
zooka weighs around 
15 pounds. My uncle 
carried his weapon, 
along with all of his 
other Army gear, up 
and down the moun-
tains of Italy and the 
undulating hills of 
southern France. I 
can't imagine how 
difficult that would 
be after a few days, let 
alone for weeks at a 
time. I rake leaves for 
two hours, get a blis-
ter on my thumb and 
consider taking my-
self to the emergen-
cy room to check for 
infection. Talk about 
your "Greatest Gen-
eration." 

My Old Man was 
a proud Navy vet-

eran of WWII. He 
stepped up, without 
question and with-
out hesitation, when 
his country was in 
dire need. My dad 
loved airplanes. He 
knew everything and 
anything about ev-
ery single plane that 
flew during WWII 
and WWI. Our home 
growing up was filled 
with bookcase after 
bookcase of WWII 
and WWI books 
and books about war 
planes. My father had 
a passion for mod-
el airplanes. He built 
every model WWII 
and WWI plane that 
was available. Some 
of my fondest mem-
ories are going with 
him to hobby stores 
in search of his next 
model plane project. I 
used to sit at our fam-
ily's kitchen table and 
watch in awe as My 
Old Man brought to-
gether dull, gray, plas-
tic parts and turned 
them over time into 
pieces of WWII and 
WWI art. His atten-
tion to detail was ex-
quisite. My dad had 
thick, stubby fingers, 
but putting his mod-
el planes together, he 
displayed the agility 
and skill of a surgeon. 
A few of dad's mod-
el planes actual sat 
in local museums in 
sections dedicated to 
WWII and WWI.

My Old Man was 
an original member 
of the Yankee Air 
Force at Willow Run 
Airport. He was the 
founder and original 
curator of the group's 
WWI Museum. 

Dad drove me 
to all of my athletic 
practices and games 
growing up. Those 
times spent togeth-
er I cherish. Heck, 
My Old Man gave 
me "The Talk" while 
driving me to some 
random school to 
take my Little League 
baseball team photo. 
I think I was 10 or 
11-years-old. Mom 

would later comment 
why I looked con-
fused and frustrated 
in the team photo. 
Dad would just wink 
at me and chuckle. 

My father would 
sit in his lawn chair 
and smoke his pipe as 
I practiced with my 
youth football team. 
He would spend two 
hours or so relaxing 
in the park where my 
team was practicing. 
He never missed a 
practice. He was the 
only parent who stuck 
around to watch prac-
tice. Every other par-
ent dropped their kid 
off and left. In a funny 
accident (but so ap-
propriate), dad land-
ed in the background 
of the team photo 
that season. You can 
see him in the back-
ground, his thick, 
strong legs crossed, 
black socks and white 
tennis shoes on, lean-
ing back in his yellow 
lawn chair, pipe in his 
mouth, wearing his 
sunglasses and look-
ing off into some far 
away distance. I nev-
er understood why 
My Old Man went to 
every practice. I used 
to think he just liked 
watching his son play 

football. But as I've 
gotten older, I un-
derstand. With three 
girls at home, a wife, 
a dog and all sorts 
of worries and com-
mitments, those two 
hours dad had away 
from everything, in 
the peacefulness and 
silence of a quiet 
park, must have been 
a blissful moment for 
him to simply breath 
and relax. I under-
stand now -- I really 
do.

It's been 33 years 
since dad passed 
away. I had just turned 
21 and was a junior in 
college. I was there, 
along with my sisters 
and mom, to see him 
take his final breath. 
Cherish your father. 
Don't take a single 
moment for granted. 
If you can, go and give 
your dad a hug and 
kiss. Call him up and 
tell him how much he 
means to you. I'd give 
anything to do that 
one more time.

Happy Birthday, 
pops. 

You'll forever be 
my hero. 

My protector. 
My mentor.
My Old Man...

My dad a few years after returning from 
serving his country during World War II.
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DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

DEXTER BOYS 
CROSS COUNTRY

DEXTER FOOTBALL 

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

to lose,” she said. “We 
give 100% in prac-
tice and in games  to 
be successful. In the 
end though we all love 
each other and always 
will no matter the out-
come.”

English is her fa-
vorite class and her 
GPA is 3.5. “I'm not 
sure what college I'm 
attending but I plan to 
major in psychology,” 
she said. “The main ca-
reer goal is to become 
a clinical psychologist 

MAYA IS A 
CHAMPION

but other than that I'm 
not really sure.”

She is an only child. 
Her parents are Nikki 
and Chris Calloway.

“They're the reason 
I got into field hockey 
and I couldn't imagine 
my life without them,” 
she said.

She likes  to read 
and write and go for 
long car drives.

“I also enjoy writ-
ing music,” she added. 
“It’s very soothing.”

She said the whole 
team is her friend. 

Her athletic resume 
includes states  twice 
along with being 2018 
SEC Women Track 
State Champs.

Advice to younger 
players is strong.

“Stick with it. 
Playing any sport gets 
hard, sometimes even 
discouraging but you 
have to keep going,” 
she said. If you love 
your sport you can't 
give it up. Just stick 
with it and I promise 
you'll enjoy the out-
come.”

Dexter runners 
ran hard at the Divi-
sion 1 State Finals at 
the Michigan Inter-
national Speedway 
last week. Dexter fin-
ished 15th with 380 
points.

Romeo was first 
with 124 points. Tak-
ing second was Cale-
donia with 156 points.

Leading the 
Dreads was Con-
nor Kolka at 21st 

The Dexter Dreads 
football team had an 
outstanding season 
with a tough loss in 
the second round of 
the state playoffs. Their 
season ended last Fri-
day with a 52-35 loss 
to Livonia Churchill.

It was the sec-
ond time in two years 
Churchill had beat 
them in the playoffs.

Score: L 35-52
Overall Record: 

5-3

DEXTER 
BOWS OUT

“Three straight 
years qualifying for 
playoffs,” Dread Coach 
Phil Jacobs said. “Col-
in Parachek had a re-
markable career.

Sophomore Cole 
Cabana is ready to be 
the next standout at 
Dexter.”

Passing:
Colin Parachek 36-56, 
350 yards, 3 TD, 2 INT

Rushing:
Cole Cabana 12 att, 
103 yards, 1 TD
Colin Parachek 12 att, 
17 yards, 1 TD

Evan Krolewski 2 att, 
13 yards
Cal Bavineau 1 att, 2 
yards

Receiving:
Cabana 12 rec, 88 
yards
Brennan Parachek 11 
rec, 91 yards 2 TD
Bavineau  8 rec, 98 
yards, 1 TD
Ty Rychner 3 rec, 31 
yards
Lucas Koone 2 rec, 31 
yards
Braden Fuson 1 rec, 11 
yards

DREADS 
RUN 

HARD
By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

(16:12.84). Sam 
Melvin was 37th 
(16:27.49), Na-
than Gariepy was 
5 2 n d ( 1 6 : 3 8 . 7 3 ) , 
Brandon Anderson 
was 76th (17:01.51) 
and Jason Lamb was 
101st (17:28.02).

Not counted in 
the scoring was Zach-
ary Sawin who was 
104th (17:33.21) and 
Owen Ackerman was 
117th (17:46.60).

The lone run-
ner for the Dreads at 

the Division 1 State 
Championship at 
the Michigan Inter-
national Speedway 
Amanda McGill fin-
ished 151st (20:45.39). 
Ann Arbor Pioneer 
captured the Division 
1 State Title.



Page 8Dexter Guardian November 13, 2020    



Page 9Dexter Guardian November 13, 2020    

Washtenaw County’s Public Safety and 
Mental Health Preservation Millage

Report details 2019 accomplishments
Washtenaw Coun-

ty Community Mental 
Health is pleased to 
share a new report of 
accomplishments made 
possible by the county’s 
Public Safety and Men-
tal Health Preservation 
Millage. 

The eight-year 
millage was approved 
by county voters in 
November 2017. The 
first full year of imple-
mentation ended in 
2019 and includes sig-
nificant, countywide 
service expansions; 
new law enforcement 
training programs; 
community education 
and anti-stigma cam-
paign activities; and 
new partnerships to 
enhance services for 
teens and young adults, 
mothers with a history 
of trauma, and others. 

View the 2019 
Millage Impact Report 
at www.washtenaw.org/
millage.

“In this first year 
of the millage our ef-
forts have been cen-
tered mostly on com-
bating stigma and 
expanding access to 
services through the 

millage-funded CARES 
team and partnerships 
with multiple commu-
nity organizations,” 
says Trish Cortes, Di-
rector of Washtenaw 
County Community 
Mental Health. 

“24/7 support and 
resource navigation is 
now available to every-
one in our community 
and is an important 
starting place for any 
mental health need or 
question. Given the 
current COVID-19 cri-
sis, it is imperative that 
we continue to build 
on these efforts and be 
sure that all Washtenaw 
County residents are 
aware that everyone is 
eligible for services by 
calling 544-3050.”  

Service expansion 
impact

Since May 2019, 
Washtenaw County 
Community Mental 
Health has extend-
ed services and ser-
vice-navigation as-
sistance to  all county 
residents. To request 
assistance--regardless 
of insurance type, lo-
cation, or ability to 
pay--residents can call 

the county’s 24/7 sup-
port line at 734-544-
3050. 

Between May 1, 
2019 and April 30, 
2020, an additional 517 
Washtenaw County 
residents received ser-
vices from Washtenaw 
County Community 
Mental Health as a re-
sult of millage fund-
ing. On average, they 
received 24 services 
per person, including 
service navigation as-
sistance, individual and 
group therapy, psychi-
atric counseling, peer 
support, and more. The 
median time spent with 
each client was four 
hours. 

More than 13 per-
cent of the clients 
served in the first year 
were homeless and 
were connected to 
housing resources, food 
pantries, and a range of 
health and social ser-
vice agencies to meet 
their most pressing 
health and human ser-
vice needs. 

Thirty-five percent 
of the clients served 
were uninsured. And 
while 23 percent were 

covered by Medicaid 
and 33 percent were 
covered by Michigan’s 
Affordable Care Act 
Medicaid expansion 
program, the Healthy 
Michigan Plan, none of 
these individuals would 
have met Washtenaw 
County Community 
Mental Health service 
criteria without millage 
financial support. 

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Community Mental 
Health was also able to 
launch rural service de-
livery in Chelsea, Dex-
ter, Manchester, and 
Whitmore Lake in close 
collaboration with local 
partners. More than 15 
percent of the residents 
served during this time 
period were from the 
county’s traditional-
ly underserved rural 
communities. 

Crisis response 
with law enforcement

In 2019, and as 
a result of millage 
funding, Washtenaw 
County’s communi-
ty mental health pro-
fessionals joined the 
county’s  Crisis Nego-
tiation Team, which 
includes 17 individuals 
from the Washtenaw 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Ann Arbor Police De-
partment, University 
of Michigan Depart-
ment of Public Safety, 
and Eastern Michigan 
University Police De-
partment who all have 
advanced training in 
negotiating crisis situ-
ations. 

On this team, mill-
age-funded mental 
health professionals 
provide guidance and 
assess risk for violence 
or suicide. They also 
help monitor stress 
levels during the inci-
dent and support team 
members with after-in-
cident debriefings.

Other 2019 high-
lights include mill-
age-funded grants and 
services to:

• the Washtenaw 
Intermediate School 
District for  student-led 
mental health anti-stig-
ma campaigns  at 17 
area high schools;

• NAMI Washten-
aw County for  men-
tal health education 
and outreach  activities 
in Ypsilanti, Ypsilanti 
Township, and Whit-
more Lake; 

• the  SURE Moms 
program--designed to 
unite, support, and em-
power mothers with a 
history of trauma--for 
expansion activities; 

• the Corner Health 
Center, to secure men-
tal health and sub-
stance use treatment 
resources for teens and 
young adults; and

• the Washtenaw 
County Health Depart-
ment for the  #WishY-
ouKnew  anti-stigma 
campaign that pro-
motes honest, sup-
portive dialogues be-
tween youth and adults 
around mental health. 

Leveraging mill-
age funding

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
Washtenaw County’s 
mental health agency 
has been able to lever-
age the voluntary mill-
age support approved 

by Washtenaw County 
voters to attract outside 
funding that will fur-
ther improve services. 

In 2019, for exam-
ple, Washtenaw Coun-
ty was the first Mich-
igan county selected 
to participate in the 
national Law Enforce-
ment Assisted Diver-
sion (LEAD) training 
institute.  LEAD’s ev-
idence-based mod-
el  helps communities 
respond to low-level 
offenses that stem from 
unaddressed public 
health and human ser-
vice needs--addiction, 
untreated mental ill-
ness, and extreme pov-
erty--through a public 
health framework, re-
ducing reliance on the 
formal criminal justice 
system.

Furthermore, in 
2019 Washtenaw Coun-
ty Community Mental 
Health became a Cer-
tified Community Be-
havioral Health Clinic 
(CCBHC), bringing in 
additional federal grant 
dollars to supplement 
program expansions 
and more effectively 
use millage dollars.

Washtenaw is one 
of a small number of 
Michigan counties that 
has elected to provide 
added revenue for men-
tal health support and 
criminal justice diver-
sion activities through 
a voluntary millage tax. 
The impact is already 
significant. Washtenaw 
County Mental Health, 
its community part-
ners, and the  Millage 
Advisory Commit-
tee  are grateful to the 
community for this in-
vestment.

From Office of the 
President, Martha 
Fuerstenau

On October 27, the 
Jackson-based Amer-
ican 1 Credit Union 
received their award 
for Outstanding Credit 
Union of the Year for 
credit unions of their 
asset size from the 
Michigan Credit Union 
League (MCUL).

Outstanding Credit 
Union of the Year award 
winners are selected 
based on achievement 
in community involve-
ment and service, fi-
nancial strength and 
performance, and ad-
vocacy and public re-
lations. Finalists are 
reviewed by the MCUL 
Awards Committee, 
who propose the win-
ners to the MCUL 
Board of Directors to 
approve.

“American 1 is 
honored to receive this 
award and be recog-
nized for the work that 
we’re doing. Every-
thing we do starts with 
our members, without 
whom we would not 
exist, and our incredi-
ble team of people who 
serve our members,” 
shared Martha Fuer-
stenau, President/CEO 
of American 1 Credit 
Union. “I appreciate 
the resiliency of our 

American 1 Receives 
Outstanding Credit 

Union of the Year 
Award by MCUL

team and our mem-
bers, not only for our 
efforts last year but for 
our continued efforts 
throughout 2020 and 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Our values, 
work ethic, and positive 
attitude helped sustain 
us during these tough 
times.”

According to the 
MCUL website, “The 
MCUL awards celebrate 
the highest accomplish-
ments of the Michigan 
credit union commu-
nity over the past year. 
Awards recognize in-
dustry innovation, 
chapter effectiveness, 
community leadership 
and many other accom-
plishments.”

To view the full 
award presentation and 
acceptance speech, vis-
it  http://a1cu.us/MCU-
LAwards.

Established in 1950, 
American 1 Cred-
it Union today serves 
over 57,000 members 
with 16 branch loca-
tions across Jackson, 
Washtenaw, Hillsdale, 
Calhoun, Lenawee, and 
Wayne counties. Amer-
ican 1 is proud to serve 
the members of their 
communities by creat-
ing financial wellness 
through personal ev-
eryday banking.
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