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Dexter Sophomore Ben Curtis 
Graduates From Advanced Space 

Academy With Honors

Story and more photos on page 10 • Photos By Terry Jacoby

Photos By: Aimee Bingham Osinski

Dexter’s Apple Daze Did 
Not Disappoint

On October  2, 
2021 Monument Park 
was filled with bounce 
houses, scarecrows, 
music, and vendor 
tents.  The Dexter Lions 
Club hosted the return 
of Dexter Apple Daze. 
After losing everything 

Photos By Terry Jacoby

DEXTER DISCOVERS 
NOT ALL ANN ARBOR 

FOOTBALL TEAMS 
ARE CREATED EQUAL

by Terry Jacoby
After soundly de-

feating Skyline and Pi-
oneer by a combined 
score of 111-19, the 
Dexter football team 
discovered Friday night 
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https://www.nationalbreastcancer.org/breast-cancer-awareness-month
https://www.cancer.org/

• About 1 in 8 U.S. 
women (about 13%) 
will develop invasive 
breast cancer over the 
course of her lifetime.

• In 2021, an es-
timated 281,550 new 
cases of invasive breast 
cancer are expected to 
be diagnosed in wom-
en in the U.S., along 
with 49,290 new cases 
of non-invasive (in situ) 
breast cancer.

• About 2,650 new 
cases of invasive breast 
cancer are expected to 
be diagnosed in men in 
2021. A man’s lifetime 
risk of breast cancer is 
about 1 in 833.

• About 43,600 
women in the U.S. are 
expected to die in 2021 
from breast cancer. 
Death rates have been 
steady in women un-
der 50 since 2007, but 
have continued to drop 

in women over 50. The 
overall death rate from 
breast cancer decreased 
by 1% per year from 
2013 to 2018. These de-
creases are thought to 
be the result of treat-
ment advances and ear-
lier detection through 
screening.

• For women in the 
U.S., breast cancer death 
rates are higher than 
those for any other can-
cer, besides lung cancer.

• As of January 
2021, there are more 
than 3.8 million women 
with a history of breast 
cancer in the U.S. This 
includes women cur-
rently being treated and 
women who have fin-
ished treatment.

• Breast cancer is 
the most commonly di-
agnosed cancer among 
American women. In 
2021, it's estimated that 

about 30% of newly 
diagnosed cancers in 
women will be breast 
cancers.

• Breast cancer be-
came the most com-
mon cancer globally as 
of 2021, accounting for 
12% of all new annual 
cancer cases worldwide, 
according to the World 
Health Organization.

• In women under 
45, breast cancer is more 
common in Black wom-
en than white women. 
Overall, Black women 
are more likely to die 
of breast cancer. For 
Asian, Hispanic, and 
Native-American wom-
en, the risk of devel-
oping and dying from 
breast cancer is lower. 
Ashkenazi Jewish wom-
en have a higher risk of 
breast cancer because of 
a higher rate of BRCA 
mutations.

In its 21 year his-
tory, the Annual Hit 
‘Em Fore Hospice Golf 
Benefit went off with-
out a hitch, thanks to 
the unique partnership 
of American 1 Credit 
Union and TRUE Com-
munity Credit Union. 

This year’s event, 
which took place at the 
Grande Golf Club on 
Monday, Sept. 13, ex-
ceeded previous fund-
raising records by rais-
ing more than $68,000. 
Of this total, $5,000 was 
brought in the day of 
the event itself through 
basket raffles, a 50/50 
raffle, mulligan sales, 
and tumblers – which 
was another event re-
cord.

“The partnership 
between American 
1 Credit Union and 
TRUE Community 
Credit Union was once 
again incredible to be 
part of,” said Martha 
Fuerstenau, President/
CEO of American 1 
Credit Union and Chair 
of the Henry Ford Al-
legiance Health Board 
of Directors. “I’m glad 
the event could be put 
on safely in-person after 
being held virtually in 
2020. There’s something 
powerful about com-
munity members com-
ing together, fighting for 
such an important cause 
like hospice care. Thank 
you to the communi-
ty, volunteers, sponsors 

American 1 and TRUE Community 
Announce Record-Breaking 

Fundraiser Results for Hospice Home
and staff members who 
made this event possible 
and a major success.”

The record-break-
ing proceeds from this 
year’s event directly 
benefit local families in 
need of the unique end-
of-life care provided by 
the Hospice Home. Nu-
merous sponsors, sup-
porters, and volunteers, 
along with the com-
bined energy of the two 
credit unions are what 
contributed to the suc-
cess of this year’s outing. 
A full list of 2021 event 
sponsors can be viewed 
at https://hitemforehos-
pice.org/. 

“I am overwhelmed 
by the passion and 
commitment exuded 
by the TRUE Com-
munity Credit Union 
and American 1 Credit 
Union team,” said Chris-
sy Siders, President/
CEO of TRUE Com-
munity Credit Union 
and Chair of the Henry 
Ford Allegiance Hos-
pice Board. “Our col-
laboration alongside the 
Henry Ford Allegiance 
Health team generated 
not only a substantial fi-
nancial gift, but also an 
impactful contribution 
for the families in our 
community who desire 
for their loved one to 
receive their end of life 
care at the Henry Ford 
Allegiance Hospice 
Home. I am honored 
to be part of this team 

and the Jackson Com-
munity and grateful for 
the sponsors for their 
support of this gem in 
our community. It is re-
freshing to see this level 
of collaboration during 
the current times we 
are living in, and I am 
thankful for our shared 
belief that we are stron-
ger and better together.”

Since 2019, Ameri-
can 1 and TRUE Com-
munity have joined 
forces in support of the 
Henry Ford Allegiance 
Hospice Home.  The 
outing has raised more 
than $439,000 for the 
Hospice Home since its 
inception in 2000. 

For more infor-
mation or to stay up-
to-date on next year’s 
event, follow along on 
Facebook at www.face-
book.com/hitemfore-
hospice. 

Henry Ford Alle-
giance Hospice Home 
is the only residence for 
end-of-life care in Jack-
son County. The Hos-
pice Home offers pri-
vate patient rooms with 
sleeping space for loved 
ones, a water therapy 
spa room with walk-in 
tub, and features that 
encourage family gath-
erings, such as outdoor 
patios and walking 
paths, a gazebo and 
garden, children’s play-
ground, and two lounge 
areas with kitchens.
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From: Lindsey Dahl
Everyone is  wel-

come  to come check 
out a fun, colorful and 
festive art show at Wild 
Feather Studio,  the 
home studio/gallery 
of Lindsey Dahl. Get a 
jump on your holiday 
shopping this year by 
visiting these  local art-
ists who  are displaying 
their craft at this quaint 
event.

Original paintings, 
unique pottery, hand-
made pure soy candles, 
handmade cards & ar-
tisan soaps, and multi-
media collages can be 
found displayed! 

Complementary ci-
der, doughnuts & fresh 
popcorn will be avail-
able on site to enjoy 
while checking out the 
unique birds housed on 
the property. 

No admission fee. 
Location: 4671 

Walz Rd, Jackson MI 
49201 (across from 
sandhill crane winery).

Time: 10am-5pm.

Festive Art 
Show at 

Wild Feather 
Studio
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734

October 8, 2021    

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

The mayor honored 
Carole Jones for her 
service to the commu-
nity. 

The agenda was ap-
proved.

C O M M U N I C A-
TIONS: 1. Upcoming 
Meeting List 

REPORTS:
Dan Schlaff noted 

that there was a rain 
delay on some work. 

Community Devel-
opment Manager – Mi-
chelle Anioli; The trees 
will not be planted 
Tuesday September 28 
and they need to have a 
miss dig.

Justin Breyer gave 
his report and dis-
cussed upcoming 

Dexter City Council Meeting 
Monday September 27, 2021

events including Fall 
Clean Up Day on Oct 
18th. He had some 
questions regarding 
Halloween timing.  It is 
a Sunday so the Coun-
cil felt 6-7 pm was a 
good time.

Mayor Report – 
Shawn Keough;  The 
DDA after review-
ing the Norfolk letter.  
DDA would like to go 
back out for a RFP.  Mi-
chelle is working on the 
revision.  3545 Broad 
Street Committee was 
listed. The revisions 
will be ready on Thurs-
day at 3.  There will be 
a Zoom link for the 
meeting. 

CONSENT AGEN-
DA:

1. Consideration 

of: Bills & Payroll 
in the amount of: 
$293,813.39.

2. Consideration of: 
Homecoming Parade 
Road Closures.

3. Consideration of: 
Holiday Hustle Road 
Closure Request.

4. Consideration 
of: Proposal from ASTI 
Environmental to per-
form sub-slab soil sam-
pling for an amount not 
to Exceed $25,500  The 
consent agenda was ap-
proved. 

K. OLD BUSI-
NESS- Consideration 
and Discussion of:

1. Consideration 
of: Setting a Public 
Hearing for Conflict of 
Interest Ordinance. A 
motion was made to set 

a public hearing for oct. 
25th. The city attorney 
spoke and explained 
what he and Justin tried 
to do, which incorpo-
rated  the feedback re-
ceived from the Coun-
cil.   Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS- 
Consideration and Dis-
cussion of:

1. Consideration 
of: Care-to-Cure.  The 
plan has been updat-
ed several times.  The 
planning commission 
unanimously approved 
the site plan.   The 
planning commission 
supported  the waiv-
er requests.  Zach of-
fered some suggestions 
and requests.  Alison 
spoke on behalf of care 
to cure.   She believes 
that the condition The 
Council  had, was to be 
sure the lightning is not 
bright white, would be 
fine.   He also request-
ed that the sidewalk be 
wider.  Allison believes 
that 7ft should be fine 
for a sidewalk. Motion 
carried. 

2. Consideration of: 
Penn Alley Vacation. 
The motion carried. 

3. Consideration of: 
Request from the Dex-
ter Senior Center for 
Funding in an amount 
not to exceed $16,500 
Relating to Render-
ing Services to City of 
Dexter Seniors.  Coun-
cilwoman Fisher spoke 
highly of the work the 
center has been doing.  
James spoke on behalf 
of the senior center.  He 

noted that he is receiv-
ing funding from Dex-
ter, Scio, and Webster.  
This is the first year 
that 100% of the mu-
nicipalities will be con-
tributing.  The motion 
carried. 

4. Consideration 
of: 150 Jeffords Acces-
sible Parking Spaces  
This is a single space.  
The DDA considered 
the request.  The DDA 
is recommending the 
Council utilize the 
parking fund to create a 
barrier free space  near 
the front.   The Council 
is looking for more in-
formation and dimen-
sions.  The decision was 
to revisit the motion at 
a later date with more 
information. 

5. Consideration 
of: Setting a Public 
Hearing to Consider 
the Adoption of a New 
Adopting Ordinance 
for the General Code 
of Ordinances   The 
motion was made for 
a hearing on Oct 25th. 
The motion carried. 

6. Discussion of: 
Winter 2021-22 Social 
District/Outdoor Seat-
ing/Events. Michelle 
discussed what would 
be needed for an out-
door tent. Michelle 
suggested not setting 
up the tent and to go 
with the less expensive 
option.  Michelle en-
couraged The Council 
to make a decision by 
the end of October. 

7. Discussion/
Consideration of: 

City Council Rules.  
There was discussion 
about how the agen-
da is made. The Mayor 
doesn't believe this has 
been a problem.   There 
seems to be a question 
as to whether or not 
the mayor has political 
power to impact the 
agenda in his favor. The 
motion was made to 
approve the rules in the 
packet.  Zach does not 
support because 17 has 
not been sorted out just 
yet.   He explained that, 
“When you’re writing 
code you're also trying 
to break it.” He is trying 
to ensure that norms 
aren’t abused in the fu-
ture. The mayor wants 
this updated as soon as 
possible.  Sanam asked 
to amend to approve 
the first 16 rules and 
continue to discuss 17.  
The motion passed.

COUNCIL COM-
MENTS;  Zach stated  
there were a number of 
items that would have 
been good for the side-
walk and alley commit-
tee.  He would like to 
activate  the committee. 
Council member Cous-
ins thanked everyone 
for the support, in the 
loss of his wife.  He 
spoke of his wife and 
what an amazing wom-
an she was.   Dexter is 
grieving the loss of Pat 
Cousins and is sur-
rounding Paul Cousins 
and family with love. 

ADJOURNMENT; 
the motion passed. 
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By: Michelle Elie, 
Realtor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@gmail.com

Happy fall every-
one!  The colors are 
changing, the air is 
crisp.  It seems everyone 
has a bit of pep to their 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
3rd Quarter Statistics

The data used in these 
articles is obtained 

from the Ann Arbor 
Area Board of 
Realtors ML

step lately as we antici-
pate the beauty of fall in 
Michigan.

All I could say is 
“wow” when I put this 
quarters figures togeth-
er.  Never have I seen 
three months in a row 
when the average sales 

price exceeded the av-
erage list price, but it 
happened here in Dex-
ter.  Also notable is that 
the number of homes 
sold exceed the number 
listed.   You’ve heard me 
preach this all year long, 
and here’s the numbers, 
and they don’t lie!

I’m presenting the 
information a bit differ-
ently this time.  Let me 
know if you like this.

Multiple offers, es-
calation clauses, cash 
offers are still preva-
lent, and inventory is 
extremely scarce.  As I 
wrote this, there are 43 
homes available in Dex-
ter for sale. It’s a very 
difficult market to navi-
gate. The fourth quarter 
is typically strong, so 
don’t think you missed 
the boat on the strength 
of sales.   I invite you to 
reach out should you 
need assistance either 
buying or selling.

 July 2021
Number of homes listed 46
Number of homes sold  47
Average list price     440,265
Average sale price      446,559

August 2021
Number of homes listed      38
Number of homes sold                     38
Average list price     475,743
Average sales price    480.367

September 2021
Number of homes listed       18
Number of homes sold       25
Average list price             433,068
Average sale price         435,068

Quarterly Summary
Number of homes listed         102
Number of homes sold         110
Average list price           449,692
Average sale price       453,998
Average days on market        24

From: Deborah 
Kern

The Greater Ann 
Arbor Quilt Guild 
(GAAQG) and Safe-
House Center have 
teamed up to bring 
awareness to domes-
tic violence during 
October which is 
“Domestic Violence 

SafeHouse Center and 
the Greater Ann Arbor 

Quilt Guild support 
survivors during 

Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month with 

an online quilt sale

Awareness Month”. 
More than 60 

quilts will be dis-
played in an online 
store starting on Oc-
tober 1 and running 
through the entire 
month or until all 
quilts have been sold.

The “SafeHouse 
Quilts for Sale,” will be 
featured on the Safe-
House Center website 
and range from $200 

to $400 each. The 
quilts are 60” x 80” or 
larger. There will be 
an option for curb-
side pick-up and an 
option to ship using 
UPS. And 100 percent 
of the proceeds will 
benefit SafeHouse.

The GAAQG-
SHC partnership 
spans 32 years. Ev-
ery year generous 
GAAQG members 
make and donate ap-
prox. 300 quilts to 
SHC. Shelter resi-
dents receive a com-
forting quilt and, best 
of all — survivors and 
their children get to 
keep their quilt when 
they leave the shelter.

“All of our quilts 
are made with love, 
and the hope that we 
can, in a very small 
way, show SafeHouse 
Center residents that 
they are not alone,” 
says Lynne Bry-
ant GAAQG Presi-
dent.  “Our members 
use their talent and 
creativity to provide 

From: Emily 
Lake, Associate 
Transportation 
Planner
Washtenaw Area 
Transportation 
Study

On September 
6, 2021 Chelsea City 
Council unanimous-
ly approved to re-de-
ploy the Chelsea POP 
demonstration proj-
ect throughout the 
month of October. 
Building on the suc-
cess of last year’s proj-
ect, residents will see 
temporary, low-cost 
street improvements 

“Chelsea POP” 
demonstration 

project to 
re-deploy this 

month
popping up on more 
neighborhood streets 
including W. and E. 
MIddle Street., S. East 
Street, Washington 
Street and Madison 
Street. Treatments 
chosen during a pub-
lic input period this 
summer included 
shared lane mark-
ings, medians, striped 
parking, weighted 
pedestrian cones, re-
movable speed cush-
ions, and wayfinding 
signs. These improve-
ments are aimed at 
slowing traffic and 
increasing safety for 

pedestrians and bicy-
clists. 

Residents are en-
couraged to share 
feedback through an 
online survey that 
will be available on 
the project website 
while improvements 
are being demon-
strated. The City of 
Chelsea will be col-
lecting this feedback 
to determine what 
improvements should 
be made permanent.

More information 
can be found at mi-
wats.org/chelseapop. 

a beautiful, physical 
reminder that there 
are people who care 
about them. Decade’s 
later former residents 
will come up to one of 
us and say, “I still have 
my quilt.”

“The comfort of 
having a handmade 
quilt during a time 
of trauma shows sur-
vivors that there are 
people who care in 
our community. We 
are so thankful for the 

amazing members of 
the GAAQG for the 
years of support,” said 
Barbara Niess-May, 
SafeHouse Center 
Executive Director.
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DEXTER FOOTBALL 

DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

 ➢ continued from page 1

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
COUCH CUSHIONS, WEIGHT GAIN, 
CHEESECAKE AND A LIFE COACH

Well, it’s now four 
months since I frac-
tured my tibia, tore my 
calf muscle, injured my 
ankle, bruised my heel 
and cracked a rib.

How’d I do that, you 
ask?

I was dumb enough 
to jump off the roof of 
my shed. I think that 
stupid act puts me on 
the list for the “Dar-
win Award” doesn’t 
it? I don’t know who 
nominated me (maybe 
my ortho doc?) or how 
many other idiots like 

me are on the list (prob-
ably thousands, if not 
millions), but since my 
injury I’ve been receiv-
ing e-mails and snail 
mail from the “Darwin 
Award Association” in-
forming me about the 
association’s practic-
es and procedures and 
laws and bylaws, what-
ever that means. So, I 
reckon I’m officially on 
the “Darwin Award” 
list.

I deserve it.
I’m a moron.
I had an entire sum-

mer of to-do projects 
around my house and 
inside, but because of 
my poor decision to 
jump off my shed’s roof, 
I’ve been relegated to 
my couch all summer. 
One positive thing to 
come out of all of this is 
that my favorite couch 
cushion now has a per-
fect mold of my rear end 
permanently grooved 

into its upper layer. I’ve 
been sitting on the same 
couch cushion for four 
months straight every 
day so now it’s broken 
in like a well-oiled base-
ball mitt. It’s like a cow-
boy hopping onto his 
well-worn saddle every 
day to herd his cattle, 
except in my case, it’s 
my fat rear end plop-
ping down with my bag 
of Doritos and chip dip 
(don’t judge) onto my 
pre-molded butt-cheek 
imprint of a couch 
cushion.

Since I have been 
hobbling around on 
crutches for the past 
four months, I thought 
I might have lost weight 
because of all the physi-
cal endurance and work 
I’ve had to put in every 
day just to get around. 
I hadn’t weighed my-
self since my accident. 
Earlier this week I de-
cided to finally get on a 

scale and check out my 
weight. I was hoping I’d 
lost a few LBs.

I gained 10 pounds.
How did I gain 10 

pounds in four months?
That’s so me.
Other normal, 

responsible people 
would’ve used these past 
four months to recharge 
and reassess their exis-
tence and strive to live 
and eat better.

I’ve used these past 
four months to learn I 
have an unhealthy love 
for cheesecake and Otis 
Spunkmeyer chocolate 
chip muffins.

I need help.
I need a life coach.
On a happier note, 

I was able to actually 
go outside and do some 
yard work last weekend. 
I have two giant walnut 
trees in my front yard. 
Because of the recent 
storms, high winds and 
rain we’ve had, my lawn 

was covered with hun-
dreds, if not thousands, 
of baseball-sized wal-
nuts. I went out, crutch-
es in tow, and spent a 
couple hours hobbling 
around raking with one 
arm and steadying my-
self with the other arm. 
I was able to get a pretty 
good rhythm going and 
in no time my raking 
and hobbling on crutch-
es routine was working 
like a fine-tuned ma-
chine. The worst part 
was having to bag all the 
walnuts. Thankfully, I 
was helped by two won-
derful young men, who, 
I guess, while driving by 
my house saw me strug-
gling on my crutches, 
took pity on me, parked 
their car, ran over and 
finished bagging my 
final two piles. It took 
them five minutes to 
do what would’ve tak-
en me a half hour on 
my crutches. Derrick 

and Jason, thank you, 
so much. I guess there’s 
still hope for humani-
ty with young guys like 
that around.

I’m starting to be 
able to put weight on 
my injured leg and ac-
tually walk without my 
crutches for short dis-
tances. That’s been a big 
win for me recently.

Now if only I could 
lose my “injury weight.”

I wonder if the 
“Darwin Award Associ-
ation” has a banquet at 
the end of the year for 
people on their list?

Maybe they’ll serve 
cheesecake.

I’ve developed so 
many bad eating habits 
these past four months.

Like the butt crater 
on my couch cushion, 
I’m in deep.

I so need a life 
coach.

Or a dietician...

DEXTER VOLLEYBALL

From: Paula Palmer 
Burns

Dexter wins 25-14, 
25-12, 25-8.

It was Senior night 
where we recognized 
exchange student #2 
Veronica Sannino, #6 
Captain - Avery Go-
odrich, #7 - Captain 
Jamie Giese, #8 Anna 
Creech, # 14 Hanna 
Quinn, #15 Paige Say-
ler, and Manager Kiera 
Gotcher.

DEXTER VOLLEYBALL 
WINS ON SENIOR NIGHT

Stat Leaders on the 
night:
Jamie Giese - 13 kills 
and 8 digs and 3 blocks
Anna Creech - 7 kills 
and 11 digs
Avery Goodrich - 13 
digs and 5 service aces
Hanna Quinn - 4 kills 
and 3 blocks
Paige Sayler - 7 digs, 1 
ace, 1 kill, 1 block
Mikah Salemi - 5 kills 
and 3 blocks

It was an honor 

to have coached these 
seniors for years - 
some starting back in 
mini-volley and U12 
club.   Their work ethic 
and belief in the cul-
ture of our program and 
what we are building 
here will be the foun-
dation we can build on.  
I can't wait to watch 
them succeed in all they 
choose to work toward 
in the future. that Ann Arbor teams 

are not created equal.
The Dreadnaughts 

rolled over Skyline 
42-6 and Pioneer 69-
13 in their first season 
playing in the SEC Red 
Division. They knew it 
wasn’t going to be easy 
at Huron, against a team 
that was 4-1 and had its 
chances to knock off Sa-
line in week two.

It turned out that 
nothing was easy for ei-
ther team in a game that 
wasn’t decided until the 
final seconds clicked 
off the clock before a 
packed, loud and en-
thusiastic crowd at Riv-
erbank Stadium.

It was a different 
kind of game for the 
Dreadnaughts, who 
have blown out four 
teams and lost by a point 
in overtime to Bedford. 
That was obvious early 
on when they decided 

DEXTER DISCOVERS NOT 
ALL ANN ARBOR FOOTBALL 

TEAMS ARE CREATED EQUAL

to go for it on fourth 
down on their first drive 
– they didn’t get it. On 
their second possession, 
they had a turnover.

The River Rats came 
in with a similar track 
record of running it up 
on opponents. In their 
four wins coming into 
the game, they had out-
scored their opponents 
144-44 with two shut-
outs.

One common oppo-
nent for the two teams 
was Bedford. The River 
Rats defeated the Kick-
ing Mules by a point 
(31-30) while Dexter 
lost by a point (37-36). 
So a close game was in 
the forecast, on the ta-
ble and in the air when 
they took the field on a 
perfect night for foot-
ball before that raucous 
crowd.

And finding these 
two programs playing 
in a game of this mag-

nitude and at this high 
level is a testament to 
two coaching staffs that 
have come in and re-
wrote the history books. 
Dexter coach Phil Ja-
cobs and Huron coach 
Antaiwn Mack have not 
only won at the varsi-
ty level but are build-
ing something for now 
and the future. This is a 
foundation – not an end 
result.

In 2017, the Dexter 
football team didn’t win 
a football game and had 
never qualified for the 
postseason. Since then, 
they haven’t missed 
the playoffs and have 
gone a combined 22-8 
in the regular season. 
Huron went winless in 
four consecutive sea-
sons from 2015 to 2018 
and won just one game 
in 2019. Last season, the 
River Rats went 2-2 be-
fore winning a playoff 
game with Kalamazoo 
Central. They lost to pe-
rennial state power Sa-
line by just seven points 
in a second-round play-
off matchup.

To say these two 
programs have come 
a long way would be a 
huge understatement. 
And to suggest that 

both programs are now 
among the best in the 
area – if not the state 
– would also be under-
stating the obvious.

The game Friday 
night was competitive 
from the opening kick 
to the final whistle. And 
even though Huron led 
the entire way, Dexter 
was on the doorstep the 
entire way – they just 
couldn’t get it into the 
end zone one last time 
to force overtime at the 
end. Now that would 
have been a fitting con-
clusion. Instead, the 
River Rats finished it off 
in regulation with a 28-
21 win.

“I think this win 
solidifies that we are a 
for-real football team,” 
said Mack after the 
game. “We’re trying to 

build something here 
that’s serious, and I’m 
glad to see the com-
munity come out and 
support. I love this at-
mosphere and big-time 
games like this.”

Both teams will be 
playing in more big-
time games like this 
over the final few weeks 
of the season. In fact, 
the Dreadnaughts have 
some work to do in or-
der to lock down their 
fourth straight trip to 
the playoffs.

Dexter (4-2) hosts 
Monroe (3-3) this Fri-
day and the Trojans 
won’t be an easy match-
up. Monroe won its first 
three games before fall-
ing to Saline 34-7. They 
have lost their last two 
– to Huron (38-14) and 
Bedford (22-16).

Six wins guaran-
tees a playoff spot so 
a win over Monroe 
would give Dexter five. 
They then face two very 
tough opponents to fin-
ish the season in Saline 
(6-0) and Chelsea (6-0) 
so they would need to 
win one to get to six. 
Teams can qualify for 
the playoffs with five 
wins and Dexter’s tough 
schedule could play in 
their favor on selection 
day if it comes to that.

All photos are 
by Terry Jacoby. For 
more photos visit: 
h t t p s : / / w e l ov e d e x -
ter.com/2021/10/03/
jacoby-dexter-discov-
ers-not-all-ann-arbor-
football-teams-are-cre-
ated-equal/.
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in 2020, and witness-
ing how difficult it was 
to pull Dexter Daze 
off, I am extra grateful 
for each event.   My 
daughter, after spend-
ing kindergarten in her 
house, saw the bounce 
house from a distance 
and shouted, “I love 
Dexter!”  Every time 
she joins me there’s 
something fun for her 
to enjoy. Before I could 
work, we were dragged 
to the bounce houses.  
The kind girl collect-
ing tickets allowed her 
to start jumping while 
my husband went and 
bought tickets.  

If you want to learn 
something about what 
makes a community re-
ally strong and special, 
watching Apple Daze is 
a great case study.  The 
bounce houses were 
manned by a crew of 
volunteer girl scouts.   
The games under the 
tent were manned by a 
crew of volunteer boy 
scouts.    The Lions club 
was selling tickets, run-
ning the hayride, and 
the car show.  Dexter 
community members 
ages 8-80 were mak-
ing sure Dexter Apple 
Daze was a great time 

Dexter’s Apple Daze Did Not Disappoint

for the whole commu-
nity.   It was. My daugh-
ter’s face was lit up like 
it was Christmas.  The 
perfect weather and 
kind volunteers gave us 
a special day. 

I finally pulled 
my daughter from 
the bounce house to 
get on a hayride.  The 
man watching over the 
guests riding, acted as 
a tour guide. We had 
a family from Jackson 
who had never been to 
Dexter on the ride.  I 
watched them closely 
to see their reaction.  
He pointed out the 
houses already deco-
rated for Halloween.  
He explained to the 
Jackson family that we 
all wave to our neigh-
bors here.  And sure 
enough, as we waved 
to people who were 
outside they looked up, 
smiled big, and waved 
at us. It felt happy and 
kind and much need-
ed after a difficult few 
years.   Though I’m not 
technically from Dex-
ter, I felt proud to be 
part of such a warm, 
friendly place.  

We learned about 
Dexter Little Foot and 
he taught the kids about 
the weather vein. If you 

know what happened 
to the cow across from 
the weather vein, email 
me and let me know.  
What happened to the 
cow? 

 We arrived at the 
Cider Mill and my 
daughter did not want 
to get off.  She wanted 
to keep riding.  I man-
aged to persuade her 
with the promise of 
treats inside the cider 
mill. They had addi-
tional staff prepared 
for the influx of people 
from Apple Daze. They 
also had special prod-
ucts, including apple 
cider slushies, which 
were delicious, by the 
way.  We returned 
to Monument Park 
with our goodies and 
headed to the Dexter 
Bakery for additional 
treats.   We’d enjoyed 
the donuts from the 
Dexter Cider Mill just 
one week earlier and 
we have a tradition of 
stopping by the bakery 
when I have a story to 
do.  We purchased ci-
der, slushies, and other 
treats from the Cider 
Mill so we were spread-
ing the additional 
business around town.   
My daughter found a 
Halloween decorated 

orange cat cookie she 
wanted and we found 
we wanted everything.  
We headed back to the 
bounce house and en-
joyed breakfast on a 
bench in the sun.  My 
daughter bounced off 
the sugar.  After play-
ing a few games in the 
tent my daughter had 
enough poker chips 
for some prizes.  We 
enjoyed the trio play-

ing in the gazebo. And 
browsed the vendor 
tents.    My daughter 
had a birthday party 
to attend and we had 
to head home.  You 
know you’ve put on a 
great event when a sev-
en-year-old does not 
want to leave to attend 
a birthday party and 
wants to know if we 
can come back when 
the party ends. 

If the last year has 
taught us anything, it is 
to appreciate being out 
amongst smiling faces 
and to enjoy being able 
to be together.  Thanks 
so much to the Lions 
Club, the Boy SCouts, 
and the Girl Scouts for 
giving my family a real-
ly wonderful day.  Your 
hard work and will-
ingness to volunteer is 
very appreciated.

From: Susan Ringler 
Cerniglia, MPH, 
Public Information 
Officer, Washtenaw 
County Health 
Department

 COVID-19 booster 
shots are now available 
to some adults. To be el-
igible, at least 6 months 
must have passed since 
a second dose of the 
Pfizer COVID-19 vac-
cine. Individuals must 
also be at increased risk 
of severe illness or ex-
posure because of age, 
underlying health con-
ditions, employment, 
or living in an institu-
tional setting, such as a 
long-term care facility. 
COVID-19 vaccine is 
free and  widely avail-
able at local health care 
providers, pharmacies, 
and the Washtenaw 
County Health Depart-
ment.

“Vaccination re-
mains our best pro-
tection against severe 
COVID illness and 
death,” says Jimena 
Loveluck, MSW, health 
officer with Washtenaw 

Washtenaw County Health 
Department Announces 

Expanded COVID-19 Clinics
Drive-through during the month of October 
for COVID vaccination or Pfizer boosters

County Health Depart-
ment. “We have prior-
itized making COVID 
vaccination as easy as 
possible, but also want 
to remind everyone 
that vaccination is now 
widely available at doc-
tor’s offices and phar-
macies. We continue 
to use multiple strate-
gies to ensure equitable 
access to vaccine and 
booster doses. Please 
get vaccinated or boost-
ed wherever is most ac-
cessible for you.”

The Health Depart-
ment is offering ex-
panded drive-through 
COVID-19 vaccination 
during October and 
planning additional 
community pop-up 
clinics with partner 
organizations. If your 
organization, school, 
or business is interest-
ed in working with us 
on a community pop-
up vaccination clin-
ic, please  let us know. 
Once confirmed, pop-
up locations and de-
tails are published on 
our  COVID19 vaccine 

page  and promoted 
through community 
partners and outreach.

Expanded COVID 
-19 Vaccine Clinics

Expanded October 
drive-through clin-
ics will be held at 555 
Towner Street, Ypsi-
lanti. Walk-in vaccina-
tion is also available, 
if needed. For Pfizer 
booster shots, please 
bring your vaccination 
card and identification, 
if possible. The Na-
tional Guard will assist 
with these vaccination 
clinics, as they did with 
prior mass vaccina-
tion clinics. Everyone 
is still required to wait 
15 minutes after vacci-
nation.

October Drive-
Through Clinic Days 
and Times:

• Every Tuesday 
through Friday in Octo-
ber: Tues., Oct 5 – Fri., 
Oct 29 from 9:00a.m. to 
3:30p.m.

• Two Saturdays: 
Sat., Oct 16 & Sat., Oct 
23 from 10:00a.m. to 
 continued on page 9
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Wednesdays at 10:30 
am on Facebook Live
September 29 – 
November 17
Toddlers and 
Preschoolers 

Visit the library 
from your living 
room! Ms. Krista will 
be singing familiar 
songs, telling stories, 
and demonstrating 
fun action rhymes ev-
ery week on Wednes-

Fall Virtual Story Times From 
Dexter District Library

day at 10:30 am.
Bob-a-loo – 
Preschool Movement 
Program

Saturday, Septem-
ber 18

Session 1 – 9:30-
10:15 

(check-in from 
9:15-9:30)

Session 2 – 10:30-
11:15 

(check-in from 
10:15-10:30)

Children ages 2 – 
6 can gallop like a gi-
raffe, balance on one 
foot like a flamingo 
or sprint across the 
African savanna like 
a cheetah. Join Bob-a-
loo, a preschool move-
ment program, where 
children build heart & 
body strength, & learn 
how good it feels to eat 
healthy as we explore 
the Farmers Market. 
Each family of a reg-
istered child will re-
ceive a $10 gift card 
to use at the Farmers 
Market on the day of 
the event.   This is an 
outside event, held 
in-person, at the Li-
brary. There will be 
two sessions for this 
program. Registration 
is required. Please 

only register for one 
session.
Elephant & Piggie 
Craft & Activity 
Bags
Take & Make Crafts 
for Kids of All Ages
Monday, September 
20 – Sunday, 
September 26
For kids of all ages

No registration re-
quired

While supplies last
Limit 5 per family

Mad Science – Spy 
Academy

Saturday, Septem-
ber 25

Session 1 – 
10:00am-11:00am

Session 2 – 
11:30am-12:30pm

Look out 007—
the Mad Science Spy 
Academy is in ses-

sion! Become a Mad 
Science secret spy 
and take a fascinating 
journey through the 
world of detection, fo-
rensics and classified 
information. Learn 
code language to send 
secret messages as 
part of your mission. 
Children will make 
their own Secret Code 
Breaker™ to commu-

nicate stealthily at 
home, like real spies.   
This program is for 
children in grades K 
through 5. Registra-
tion is required.  Space 
is limited. There will 
be two sessions for 
this program. Please 
only register for one 
session. This program 
will be held in-person.

Washtenaw County Health Department 
Announces Expanded COVID-19 Clinics
Drive-through during the month of October for COVID vaccination or Pfizer boosters

3:00p.m.
Pfizer, Moderna 

and Johnson & John-
son Vaccines

Currently ONLY 
Pfizer is fully approved 
and recommended as a 
booster shot for certain 
higher-risk individuals 
who received Pfizer as 
their initial COVID19 
vaccine. The boost-
er dose can be given 6 
months after the sec-
ond dose of Pfizer.

For anyone not yet 
vaccinated, all three 
vaccines (Pfizer, Mod-
erna, and Johnson & 
Johnson) are available 
at these drive-through 
clinics.

Additionally, any-
one who is  immuno-

compromised is eligible 
for an additional (third 
series) dose of either 
Pfizer or Moderna. 
These additional doses 
of mRNA vaccine can 
be given at least 28 days 
after a second dose of 
either Pfizer or Mod-
erna. Additional dos-
es are not yet available 
for those who received 
Johnson & Johnson.

Pfizer Booster Eli-
gibility

The  CDC recom-
mendation  for Pfizer 
booster doses 6 months 
after the second dose 
includes:

• Older adults (65 
years and older)

• Adults in long-
term care or other in-
stitutional settings

• People aged 18-64 
years with certain un-
derlying  health condi-
tions

• Adults working 
in  certain jobs  where 
they are at increased 
risk of exposure to 
COVID-19

• First responders 
(healthcare workers, 
firefighters, police, con-
gregate care staff)

• Education staff 
(teachers, support staff, 
daycare workers)

• Food and agricul-
ture workers

• Manufactur ing 
workers

• C o r r e c t i o n s 
workers

• U.S. Postal Service 
workers

• Public transit 

workers
• Grocery store 

workers
Local Transmis-

sion and Precautions
Local transmis-

sion of COVID-19 re-
mains high as defined 
in the  CDC COVID 
Data Tracker. Washt-
enaw County Health 
Department strongly 
recommends masking 
for everyone in indoor, 
public spaces. Masking 
is required in K-12 ed-
ucational settings un-
der local health orders. 
Anyone eligible but not 
yet vaccinated against 
COVID should do so as 
soon as possible. Vac-
cination is safe, effec-
tive, free, and available 
at  multiple community 
locations.

COVID activi-
ty has been  trending 
up  since late summer. 
Washtenaw County is 
reporting approximate-
ly 60-80 cases per day; 
test positivity of about 
4%; and more recently, 

increased hospitaliza-
tions and deaths.

The vast majori-
ty of hospitalizations 
and deaths continue to 
be among unvaccinat-
ed individuals, local-
ly and elsewhere.  The 
vaccine’s first job is to 
prevent serious illness 
or death. The Health 
Department continues 
to monitor  hospital-
izations  by vaccination 
status.

Vaccination Cov-
erage

Information about 
local COVID vaccine 
coverage is available on 
our  vaccine data page. 
For individuals 16 years 
and older, Washtenaw 
County is at 72.8% with 
at least one dose as of 
Sept. 27, 2021. As of 
this same date, 60.3% 
of the entire county 
population is fully vac-
cinated.

Local COVID in-
formation and updates 
are always available 
at www.washtenaw.org/

covid19. The Health 
Department also sends 
regular email updates, 
sign up at  http://bit.ly/
WCHD555. For ad-
ditional support or 
questions that cannot 
be answered online, 
email health@washten-
aw.org or call 734-544-
6700.

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
The Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
promotes health and 
works to prevent dis-
ease and injury in our 
community, including 
responding to health 
emergencies like the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Our mission is to 
assure, in partnership 
with the community, 
the conditions neces-
sary for people to live 
healthy lives through 
prevention and pro-
tection programs. Visit 
us at  washtenaw.org/
health  or call 734-544-
6700.
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Dexter Sophomore Ben Curtis Graduates 
From Advanced Space Academy With Honors

By Terry Jacoby
Ben Curtis, a 

sophomore at Dexter 
High School, recently 
attended Advanced 
Space Academy at the 
U.S. Space & Rocket 
Center in Huntsville, 
AL. The weeklong 
educational program 
promotes science, 
technology, engi-
neering and math 
(STEM), while train-
ing students and with 
hands-on activities 
and missions based 
on teamwork, lead-
ership and problem 
solving.

This program is 
specifically designed 
for trainees who have 
a passion for space 
exploration.

Ben spent the 
week training with a 

Activities
■ Train like an astronaut on the 1/6th Gravity
Chair and the Multi-Axis Trainer.
■ Design, build and launch a team rocket, and safely recover its 
payload.
■ Learn team-building skills on the high elements at our Space Camp 
Challenge
Course.
■ Experience neutral buoyancy while SCUBA diving in the 
Underwater Astronaut Trainer!
(Pending physician approval. History of insulin dependent diabetes, 
epilepsy, reactive airway disease or asthma will not dive. Final 
determination concerning fitness to dive will be made by the Space 
Camp Medical & UAT staff)
■ Test your skills in our Engineering
Challenges by constructing a heat shield and building a Rover.
■ Fly jet aircraft simulators.
■ Discover the role the International Space
Station plays in our global community.
■ Prepare for every contingency as you go to
Mars on an extended-duration mission simulation!
■ Earn one credit hour of freshman-level general science from 
University of Alabama in Huntsville in this college-accredited 
program!

team that flew a sim-
ulated space mission. 
The crew participated 
in experiments and 
successfully complet-
ed an extra-vehic-
ular activity (EVA), 
or spacewalk. Ben 
and crew returned to 
earth in time to grad-
uate with honors.

Ben, 16, said 
that his favorite part 
of Advanced Space 
Academy was meet-
ing new people and 
the team simulator 
missions.

“The team would 
be put into an envi-
ronment like being 
on the International 
Space Station or Mis-
sion Control and have 
to complete a task 
and solve problems 
that arise,” said Ben, 
who is considering 

Space Academy Elite 
next summer. “I real-
ly got to appreciate all 
of the moving parts 
with space travel and 
exploration.”

Ben’s team was 
awarded the Com-
mander’s Cup for the 
top team.

Space Camp uses 
astronaut training 
techniques to engage 
trainees in real-world 
applications of STEM 
subjects. Students 
sleep in quarters de-
signed to resemble 
the ISS and train in 
simulators like those 
used by NASA.

Almost 1 million 
trainees have grad-
uated from a Space 
Camp program since 
its inception in 1982, 
including Europe-
an Space Agency 

From: Jessica Grove
Season 13 at The 

Encore brings back a 
popular tradition — 

QUEEN Tribute Concert 
to Rock The Encore 

Musical Theatre! 
Staged Live in Their New 

Performance Space, The Maas, 
October 13 - 17

the Tribute Concert 
Series. First in the sea-
son lineup is QUEEN, 
chock full of the hits 

we all know and love 
like “Bohemian Rhap-
sody,” “We Will Rock 
You,” “We are the 
Champions” and so 
many more.

As Artistic Direc-
tor, Dan Cooney, ex-
plains, “Our Queen 
Tribute was one of the 
events we were forced 
to postpone in 2020, 
when the pandemic 
shut down the world. 
A year and a half later, 
here we are, operating 
at half capacity, but 
thrilled to be bringing 
this concert back in 
our new venue.”

Freddy Mercury, 
British singer, song-
writer, record produc-
er, and lead vocalist of 
Queen, was regarded 
as one of the great-
est singers in the his-
tory of rock music. 
Known for his flam-
boyant stage persona 
and four-octave vocal 
range, Mercury defied 

the conventions of a 
front man with a high-
ly theatrical style that 
influenced the band’s 
artistic direction.

The Queen cast 
includes Flint native, 
Jason Briggs, who last 
appeared in the En-
core’s summer con-
cert, Broadway Rocks!, 
and who is currently 
bringing down the 
house in their season 
13 opener, Smokey 
Joe’s Café. Detroit na-
tive and powerhouse 
vocalist, Arielle Cros-
by, returns to The En-
core stage after her star 
turn in this summer’s 
Be Our Guest – The 
Songs of Disney. Ann 
Arbor native, Chris 
Joseph, who appeared 
this summer in both 
Simply Sondheim 
and Standard Time, 

is currently making 
audiences swoon in 
Smokey Joe’s as well. 
Newcomer Hope Eliz-
abeth Schafer comes to 
The Encore from New 
York City to add her 
impressive voice, and, 
rounding out the cast is 
Encore favorite, Tyler 
J. Messinger. Last seen 
in the summer con-
certs Some Enchanted 
Evening and Broad-
way Rocks!, Tyler is 
currently “Dancin’ to 
the Jailhouse Rock” in 
Smokey Joe’s Café.

“We’re stoked to 
have some of Michi-
gan’s finest musicians 
bringing Queen’s mu-
sic to life,” said music 
director, R. MacKenzie 
Lewis. “They’re going 
to blow the roof off!” 
Along with Mackenzie 
Lewis on keys are Billy 

Harrington on Drums, 
Mike Harrington on 
guitar and Sam Collins 
on bass.

The Encore Trib-
ute Concert Series is 
sponsored by Dexter’s 
Pub.

Tickets can be pur-
chased online at www.
theencoretheatre.org/, 
by calling 734-268-
6200, or by visiting the 
box office at 7714 Ann 
Arbor Street (see web-
site for current box of-
fice hours). 

The Encore Musi-
cal Theatre Company 
adheres to all CDC 
and State of Michigan 
guidelines concerning 
COVID-19, and asks 
that all patrons wear 
masks while inside the 
theatre.

astronaut, Saman-
tha Cristoforetti and 
NASA astronauts 
Dottie Metcalf-Lin-
denburger, Dr. Kate 
Rubins, Dr. Serena 

Auñón-Chancellor 
and Christina Koch, 
who set the record for 
the longest duration 
space flight by a fe-
male.

Ben is active in 
debate, tennis, swim, 
water polo, and 
marching band at 
DHS.


