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Dexter Daisy Girl Scouts 
participate in Bridging 

Ceremony

From Kari Stro-
schein and Maria 
Green

Dexter Daisy Girl 
Scout Troop 40008 
bridged to Girl Scout 

Brownies this fall. 
With the help of lo-

Local Dexter teenager Sydney Collins decided 
to celebrate turning 13 a little differently during 

this  Pandemic/ COVID-19 year
From Colette Cooper

Sydney decided 
she had everything she 
wanted/ needed at the 
moment and decided 
to give back to  a local 
dog “Foster” care orga-
nization called Mikey & 
Me located in Chelsea. 
All of Sydney’s friends 
were  happy to provide 
“gifts” for the dog foster 
home, she researched 
what items they would 
benefit from  or need 
and sent out a list with 
the birthday invite. 

Photos Courtesy of Colette Cooper

Jason Maciejewski 
Photo Courtesy of Jason Maciejewski

This week, I had 
the opportunity to in-
terview a candidate 
for District 1 County 
Commissioner, Jason 
Maciejewski.  

I started by asking 
Jason why he decid-
ed to run for a second 
term.  “I am running 
for a second term as 
the 1st district County 
Commissioner because 
I want to continue to 
make a positive impact 

Interview with Incumbent 
Jason Maciejewski

on the variety of issues 
that impact our daily 
lives. Everything begins 
with providing impact-
ful mandated services 
through balancing the 
county budget.  Of par-
ticular focus is working 
with local stakeholders 
to bring broadband 
service to all county 
residents. I also want 
to continue building a 
strong communication 
link with the road com-
mission to encourage 
as much public out-
reach as possible, far in 
advance of construc-
tion starting dates.  The 
Border-to-Border Trail 
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Last weekend Syd-

ney delivered the dona-
tion items to  Mr Dan-
iel Depew - Founder/ 
Manager of Mikey and  
Me, a dog foster home 
for dogs waiting to be 
adopted. During Syd-
ney’s visit she loved 
meeting all  the dogs 
and visiting the barn 
that houses all the fos-
ter dogs. Inside, the 
barn has been rebuilt 
with  sectioned 10 x 
10 feet rooms for each 
dog, enough room for 
each dog to exercise, 
rest and enjoy  inter-
action daily with the 
volunteers who walk 
and look after the dogs. 
The barn contains 8 
dog rooms  along with 

Local Dexter teenager 
Sydney Collins decided 

to celebrate turning 
13 a little differently 

during this  Pandemic/
COVID-19 year

a special dog indoor 
playground which is 
used during rainy days 
and snow days in win-
ter. 

Outside on the 10 
acres of property, they 
have sectioned off a fun 
play area for the dogs 
to enjoy with  the vol-
unteers during the day. 

Sydney, an 8th 
Grade student at Mill 
Creek Middle School in 
Dexter, enjoys studying 
STEM subjects, Art, 
and plays flute in Mill 
Creek school band. 
After school Sydney 
loves swimming for 
the local swim  team 
DCAC (Dexter Com-
munity Aquatic Club). 
Sydney is a Girl Scout, 
currently a 3rd year 

Cadette,  and working 
on achieving her Girl 
Scout Silver Award. At 
present she is in con-
tact with Daniel from  
Mikey and Me to work 
out needs and wants 
for his organization to 
help work on her final 
project to  achieve her 
Silver Award. 

Mikey and Me is 
named after Daniel 
DePew’s dog “Mikey” a 
corgi who died in 2009 
at age 17, on that  day 
Daniel promised he 
would care for other 
dogs who needed him 
because Mikey had 
brought so  much joy 
and love to Daniel and 
his family.

Daniel joined a res-
cue group but became 
disappointed in how 
many dogs they turned 
away due to the  facil-
ity not having a foster 
care area to help the 
transition from shelter 
to adoption. Daniel no-
ticed many  of the dogs 
need to learn how to 
socialize and interact 
with humans and oth-
er animals before being 
adopted  out. Animal 
shelters do not have 
the time or money to 
provide this rehabilita-
tion service to the dogs 
who  arrive in their fa-
cility. Daniel decided 
to make such a facility 
and, envisioned a place 
where dogs can  receive 
care, love and nurture 
in a safe environment 
while they wait for 
their “forever homes.” 
The  realization came 
into fruition in 2016 
when Mikey & Me 
was established.   Dan-
iel, works with Hap-
py Days Dog and Cat 
Rescue, and to date has 
found 138 dogs their 
forever home. 

If you are interested 
in donating to Mikey 
and Me - please con-
tact Daniel De Pew via  
Mikey and 

Me Facebook page 
or email Daniel at Dan-
ieldepew347@gmail.
com.

The Statement is-
sued by current and 
former Dexter School 
Board members (NOT 
the Board of Educa-
tion) has nothing to do 
with Board functioning 
or Barbara Read’s opin-
ions or votes.  It is be-
ing published because 
of her actions and 
their negative impact 
on District Leadership 
and Professional Staff 
and its ability to func-
tion at the highest lev-
el possible in order to 
best serve the interests 
of our students, fam-
ilies, and community.  
The statement is sup-
ported by seventeen in-
dividuals out of twen-
ty of the most recent 
Board members who 
are closely connected 
to our schools. 

The Board has and 
can function and man-
age to act in spite of any 
internal conflict. How-
ever, it is essential to 
support our excellent 
staff and to do whatev-
er we can in order for 
them to function most 
effectively on behalf of 
our students and con-
tinually improve the 
quality of education 
in our community.  It 
is unprecedented to 
have School Princi-
pals and Directors 

Letter To The 
Editor

grieve the actions of 
a Board member, and 
for Teacher Repre-
sentatives to formally 
request that a Board 
member cease and de-
sist actions which neg-
atively impact their 
ability to perform 
most effectively.

Dexter has become 
a premier School Dis-
trict in the State.  It is a 
major draw for people 
moving into our com-
munity and a model 
which other School 
District personnel 
come to observe and 
learn from and we want 
to be able to continue 
on this path of being a 
model District in the 
state.

Creating contro-
versy and distrust 
should not be the goal 
or result of legitimate 
transparency.

Ignoring the rec-
ommendations of our 
school district attor-
neys and Michigan 
Association of School 
Boards regarding ap-
propriate behavior 
and actions related to 
fulfilling the respon-
sibilities of a School 
Board Trustee is det-
rimental to the oper-
ations of the District.  
Barbara Read’s inabili-
ty and unwillingness to 

acknowledge the neg-
ative impact of her ac-
tions continues as she 
spins her version of re-
ality in her statements 
and postings. 

Signers of this 
statement believe that 
they are compelled to 
inform the support-
ive stakeholders of our 
District about what has 
been occurring.  We 
have truly done this 
reluctantly and with 
great sadness but we 
sincerely believe it is in 
the best interests of the 
future of our District.

If you support 
the excellence in our 
schools and want it 
to continue and im-
prove, please recog-
nize the significance 
of the statement made 
by people who are 
most familiar with and 
knowledgeable about 
the problems created 
by one Board member’s 
actions inappropriately 
impacting school staff.

Dick Lundy
Dexter School 

Board Trustee 
1979 – Present
This statement  re-

flects the personal 
opinion of the writer 
and is not an official 
statement of the Board 
of Education or Dexter 
Community Schools.
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cal chalk artist, Chris 
Monaghan, these girls 
"crossed the bridge" to 
the next level in Girl 
Scouts. Girls received 
their new Brownie 
Girl Scout vest com-
plete with a rainbow 
arc patch. 

A rainbow is typi-
cally seen at Girl Scout 
Bridging ceremonies 
because each color 
is one step towards 
earning the Girl Scout 
Sign on the Rainbow. 

Red  is for the 
World of Health 
and Fitness. 
Orange  is for the 
World of Science 
and Technology. 
Yellow  is for Explor-
ing the Out-of-Doors. 
Green is for the Junior 
Aide patch and a sym-
bol of Girl Scouting. 
Blue  is for 
World Citizens. 
Purple  is for Arts 
Around the World.

Dexter Daisy Girl Scouts participate in 
Bridging Ceremony

Troop leader Ma-
ria Green had this 
to say about her in-
volvement with the 
Girl Scouts and the 
bridging ceremony: 
“I've lived in the Dex-
ter area for almost 
5 years. I've worked 
with children for 
most of my life, in fact 
most of my experi-
ence has been work-
ing with special needs 
kids as a respite care 
worker or parapro-
fessional. When my 
daughter started Kin-
dergarten, she want-
ed to be in girl scouts 
and the area leaders 
talked about how they 
needed more troop 
leaders. So I decided 
this was a journey I 
would take with my 
daughter together. I 
was in girl scouts for 
a couple years when I 
was a kid and I loved 
it back then so I had a 
little background and 

knew a little about 
what to expect. 

Bridging is some-
thing that girl scouts 
across the world do 
when they go from 
one level to another. 
Traditional bridging 
ceremonies include a 
bridge and usually a 
rainbow as the girls 
cross the bridge to 
their next level. With 
the COVID pandem-
ic, I wanted to think a 
little outside the box 
to accommodate  the 
safety protocols of the 
times. I decided to 
do a condensed cer-
emony in an outdoor 
amphitheater because 
of the ability for the 
attendees to distance 
from each other. I 
also have 2 special 
needs children in my 
troop and needed to 
think about accessi-
bility in regards to the 
bridge. I found Chris 
Monaghan, who is a 

local chalk artist, and 
asked him to chalk a 
rainbow bridge in the 
middle of the amphi-
theater. It was both 
visually dynamic and 
easily accessible for all 
my scouts. My scouts 
bridged from Daisy 
Girl Scouts to Brown-
ie Girl Scouts.” 

Maria loves the 
work she does with the 
Dexter Girl Scouts: “I 
love empowering the 
girls to dream big, be 
a leader, and be un-
apologetically strong. 
They are each beau-
tiful individuals with 
so many different 
gifts. I love that girl 
scouting gives these 
girls so many oppor-
tunities to explore a 
plethora of different 
interests from social/
emotional well-being 
to outdoor activities 
to STEAM learning 
and everything in be-
tween.” 
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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system is an initiative I 
have a strong interest in 
because my family reg-
ularly uses it and other 
recreational resources. 
Also critically import-
ant are the services de-
livered through Public 
Health and Communi-
ty Mental Health.” 

I asked Jason what 
work he is most proud 
of from his current 
term. “ I am proud of 
the collaborative work 
that has occurred to 
achieve broadband 
service for all coun-
ty residents. The lack 

Interview with Incumbent 
Jason Maciejewski

of broadband internet 
service for all coun-
ty residents is a major 
challenge and there 
is no quick fix, but we 
are making progress.  
During the Covid-19 
pandemic, we’ve seen 
how crucial internet 
service is for education, 
work-from-home, and 
health care.  In 2019 
I worked to form the 
Broadband Task Force 
with the goal of getting 
broadband access for 
all county residents. A 
Task Force Survey in 
our rural townships 
showed that nearly ⅔  

of respondents with 
K-12 students do not 
have the internet ser-
vice at home. The data 
meets an important re-
quirement for federal 
funding opportunities.   
As we move into 2021 
I plan to work with the 
Broadband Task Force 
to use the survey data 
to pursue federal fund-
ing to expand service 
when another oppor-
tunity arises.  We also 
need to continue col-
laborating on solutions 
like public hot spots so 
students can have some 
form of access.  Advo-

cating at the state and 
federal levels to make 
expanding internet 
service easier for com-
munities is import-
ant.  Broadband inter-
net service should be 
viewed as a basic util-
ity. It is vital for access 
to education, telemed-
icine, and today’s work 
environment.”

I asked Jason to 
highlight some ma-
jor platform points. 
“First, we have to fully 
support the Covid-19 
testing and contact 
tracing work being 
done by our county 

health department.   I 
will continue working 
with the Broadband 
task force, to position 
ourselves for federal 
funding opportunities 
that can achieve in-
ternet access for 64% 
of households in our 
western and southern 
townships without ser-
vice. I want to continue 
building the County 
Commission’s relation-
ship with the County 
Road Commission to 
improve road mainte-
nance and communi-
cation with residents.  I 
want to move forward 
on the county Envi-
ronmental Council’s 
work on a sustainable 
future by enabling staff 
support.  Another goal 

is to keep building our 
Border-to-Border Trail 
connections.  Our 
strong county Health 
department and com-
munity-based supports 
and services provided 
through Community 
Mental Health (CMH)  
must be maintained 
in the budget. Finally, 
we must continue to 
progress in addressing 
youth behavioral is-
sues through collabo-
ration amongst county, 
school, municipal, and 
health system resourc-
es.”  

To learn more about 
Jason Maciejewski and 
his campaign, www.Ja-
sonMaciejewski.com.  
You can find him on 
Twitter at @votemacie-
jewski.  His Facebook 
page is www.facebook.
com/votemaciejews-
ki.  You can send him a 
question over email at 
jason4commissioner@
gail.com.

Politics aside, Humane Society of 
Huron Valley calls for Compassion 

in election-week event
From Wendy Welch

We may have a 
2-party system, but 
the Humane Soci-
ety of Huron Valley 
(HSHV) is hosting 
a “party” of its own 
during election week, 
uniting people behind 
one simple theme: 
Compassion. 

HSHV’s 14th an-
nual and first time vir-
tual “Compassionate 
Feast” on Friday, No-
vember 6 will star Jeff 
Corwin, host of ABC’s 
Emmy-award win-
ning  Ocean Mysteries 
with Jeff Corwin. Cor-
win, a  renowned 

conservationist and 
environmental jour-
nalist,  will deliver a 
hopeful message, fo-
cused on the positive 
role which humanity 
can play in unifying 
to protect the planet’s 
most threatened ani-
mals and natural re-
sources. He’ll also do 
a Q & A with local at-
tendees.

“We realize this 
is right after the elec-
tion,” says Tanya 
Hilgendorf, HSHV’s 
CEO. “And we wanted 
to help bring people 
back together, at least 
virtually. The Compas-

Altruda from Ann Ar-
bor’s 107.1 radio.

Tickets can be 
purchased at  hshv.
org/feast. All proceeds 
benefit local injured, 
abused and homeless 
animals. HSHV is 
not affiliated with or 
funded by any other 
humane organization 
and relies on private 
donations and fund-
raisers like the Com-
passionate Feast to 
continue serving the 
community with pro-
grams like pet adop-
tion, lost and found, 
and animal rescue.

sionate Feast is a cele-
bration of the animals, 
both in our homes and 
in the wild. Regardless 
of the results of that 
contentious week, this 
event allows us all to 
make a truly lifesaving 
difference in our own 
community.”

The evening will 
also feature optional 
cocktails and curb-
side vegan/vegetarian 
feast, a mixology les-
son from Ann Arbor 
Distilling Company, 
humorous bits by In-
ternet sensation dog 
star Tatum talks, and 
emceeing by Matthew 
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GUIDING GUIDING 
GOOD CHOICESGOOD CHOICES

FREE

Parents are you feeling 
prepared for the teen years?
Are you interested in creating a deeper  
bond with your youth?
Do you want to raise strong resilient children  
and help empower the youth in your life?

Virtual Parent Workshops

Recommended for caregivers who have a child between the ages of 9–14,  
but is open to anyone!

Find out more about Guiding Good Choices or upcoming workshops:

734-593-6806 | srslycoalition.org 
ggc@srslycoalition.org

33 Boundary Setting
33 Decision Making
33 Resiliency

Don't Forget to set clocks 
back on November 1, 2020

If you are not one 
of approximately 1,800 
absentee voters in Lima 
Township, then you 
will be standing in line 
(winter coats advised) 
with as many as 1,500 
others on November 
3rd to vote in-person. 
I am the Clerk, along 
with my Election 
Inspectors, who will 
get you through the 
line and voting as 
quickly and smoothly as 
possible. As voters, you 
may assist the process 
by being kind, patient, 
and following the rules.  

The two-sided 
ballot has almost 30 
choices to make, but 
the good news is most 
of you have already 
done your research 
and know who you will 
be picking. I want to 

Letter to the Editor
COME OUT TO VOTE IN LIMA TWP.

assist you on election 
day by suggesting using 
the  Straight  or  Split-
Ticket  method to vote 
your ballot.  Straight 
Ticket  is voting for 
the party of your 
choice and nothing 
further need be done 
in the partisan section. 
The  Split Ticket  is 
voting Straight Party 
Ticket of whichever 
major political party 
you choose and cherry-
picking any other 
candidates or write-in 
candidates from another 
party (do not forget 
to fill in the squares). 
That’s as easy as it gets, 
and it completes most 
of the front portion 
of the ballot, and you 
get to move on to the 
nonpartisan section of 
the Ticket much quicker 

and finish your voting 
much sooner.    Once 
you finish, this allows 
the next person to vote 
sooner, and hopefully, 
they will also use Straight 
or Split-Ticket to vote 
and move through 
quicker. None of this is 
new information, just 
restated so that if used, 
it will make election day 
better for everyone.  

Lima Township 
has only one local 
important race to decide 
on with this ballot. 
That of the Township 
Trustees. There are not 
a lot of qualifications 
a person must have 
to run for a township 
board. A person must 
be a township elector 
or, in other words – 
qualified to vote, but 
property ownership is 

not required. An elector 
is defined as someone 
18 years of age who is 
a U.S. citizen and has 
lived at least 30 days in 
the Township for which 
they will serve.

That being said, 
both of my adult kids 
are registered voters 
and have voted in most 
elections since they were 
18 years old. Because 
they should. They were 
born and raised in Lima. 
My daughter drives a 
Chelsea School Bus, and 
my son works for the 
Milling Company, so 
their community roots 
run pretty deep. All this 

sounds so much like 
Dale Luick’s story. Both 
my kids may even think 
they could be Trustees – 
just like Dale. But I still 
wouldn’t vote for either 
of them, like I won’t 
vote for Dale. First – 
they were just lucky to 
be born and raised in 
Lima Township, and 
second I am already on 
the Board, and that is 
enough of one family. 
The Township is a five-
member Board. If two 
are from the same, 
immediate family, is that 
a good representation 
for the approximately 
4,000 people of the 

Township?  
The voters of Lima 

are fortunate to have 
two excellent candidates 
running for the Trustees’ 
positions. Greg 
McKenzie (R) wants to 
resolve the Township’s 
facility deficiencies. 
David Hensel (I) 
brings his long-range 
planning and financial 
experience. What does 
Dale Luick bring to 
the table? - Another 
family member. Thank 
goodness it is almost 
Thanksgiving.

Lima voters, come 
out on Election day and 
make your voice heard. 
Maybe Lima Township 
will be the highest 
percentage of voter 
turnout in Washtenaw 
County. 

Elaine Bater



*Note: Dates and Times 
May Change*

Girls Varsity Cross 
Country 

11/7/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents MHSAA State 
Finals

Boys Varsity Cross 
Country 

11/7/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents MHSAA State 
Finals

Girls Varsity Field Hockey 
 10/31/20 TBA (H) vs OPEN MHFHA State Finals at 

Dexter

Girls Varsity Volleyball 
10/31/20 8:00am (A) vs Multiple Opponents AA Huron 

Varsity Invite 
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By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

DEXTER FOOTBALL DEXTER
DREADNAUGHTS 

SPORTS 
SCHEDULES

Dread Coach Phil 
Jacobs is pleased how 
his team finished.

The Dexter Dreads 
defeated Ann Arbor 
Pioneer 49-14 to finish 
the regular season.

Passing leader was 
Colin Parachek with 
16-25 216 yards, and 2 
TDS.

DEXTER 
FOOTBALL HAS 

FINISHED STRONG 
AND READIES 
FOR THE NEXT 

SEASON AND THE 
PLAYOFFS

Rushing was led 
by Cole Cabana with 9 
rushes 65 yards, and 1 
TD, C. Paracheck with 
4 rushes 27 yards, and 
2 TD and E. Krolews-
ki with 2 rushes and 4 
yards.

Receiving:
Brennan Parachek 4 
catches 41 yards, 1 TD.
Cole Cabana 3 catches 
28 yards, 1 TD.

Braden Fuson 3 catch-
es 57 yards.
Cal Bavineau 2 catches 
13 yards.
Ty Rychener 1 catch for 
75 yards.
Lukas Koone 1 catch 
for 4 yards.

Defensively:
Gerzen Herter 99 yard 
INT for TD.
Blake Sislo INT.
Ethan Esch INT and 

Fumble Recovery.
“We played a 

GREAT game on de-
fense,” Jacobs said.

The Dreads fin-
ished with a record of 
4-2.

They will host Yp-
silanti Lincoln in the 
first round of the play-
offs.

CAL HAS A 
GREAT SEASON

Photo By Wendy Martin

Dread receiver Cal 
Bavineau has done 
some good things on 
the field this season.

“My favorite foot-
ball moment was 
probably against Lin-
coln,” Cal said. “I 
think everyone had 
fun and it was a com-
plete team win.”

His favorite class 
at the moment is En-
glish.

“I play basketball 
as well,” he said. “My 
family consists of 
my dad Mike, moth-
er Andrea and sister 
Ryleigh.”

His goal is to play 
at the highest level of 
competition he can. 

He wants to play 
college basketball 

somewhere. 
“My favorite part 

of football is just com-
peting,” he said.

“Some advice for 
younger athletes is just 
have fun and compete 
because it will make 
you better.”

Dread football 
coach Phil Jacobs had 
this to say about Cal: 
“One of the smartest 
players I've coached. 
He knows what every-
one on the field is sup-
posed to do. He has 
improved as a football 
player each week and 
has worked to become 
one of the best receiv-
ers in the SEC.”
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The Middle School 
Competitive Cheer 
season officially starts 
on November 30, but 
anyone interested is in-

OPEN 
TUMBLING 
PRACTICES 

IN 
NOVEMBER

vited to join the team 
for open tumbling 
practices 6-8:30pm, 
Tuesdays and Thurs-
days in November at 

Bates School. For more 
info, please email Amy 
Philage at dextercomp-
cheer@gmail.com

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Dexter has good 
young talent on the 
football field. One such 
speedster is sophomore 
running back Cole Ca-
bana.

He loves playing 
football.

“I love  running 
into the end zone and 
turning around to see 
everyone cheering,” 
Cole said.

Health and Well-
ness is his favorite class 
this year.

Coach Jacobs the 
head football coach is 
his favorite coach.

Basketball and 

COLE HAS 
SPEED

track are two other 
sports he enjoys.

Mike and Holly are 
his mom and dad and 
Kendall and Kylie are 
his sisters. They are all 
very supportive of him.

“I want to attend a 
D1 College,” he said. 
“And play college foot-
ball.”

He likes playing 
team sports especially 
football.

“When the hard 
work pays off and you 
celebrate with your 
team in the locker 
room is my favorite 
part,” he said.

His advice is solid 
for younger players.

“When  you are 
young work harder 
than the person next 
to you and watch your-
self rise over others,” he 
said.

Dread football 
coach Phil Jacobs had 
this to say about Cole: 
“Cole is extremely 
fast and talented. As a 
sophomore, he is usu-
ally the fastest player 
on the field every Fri-
day. He has the abili-
ty to break a big play 
anytime he touches the 
ball. He will be a huge 
part of our offense 
for the next couple  of 
years.”

Photo By Wendy Martin
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

Dexter City Coun-
cil held a special meet-
ing Monday October 
19th.  The meeting was 
scheduled to make up 
for a missed meet-
ing.  The change in 
laws during Covid19 
has caused everyone 
to re-adjust and be 
flexiblible.  The Su-
preme Court handed 
down a decision and 
the regularly sched-
uled meeting had to 
be canceled, but the 
Michigan legislature 
created a law allowing 
for socially distanced 
zoom meetings.  So 
the meeting on the 
19th was scheduled to 
replace the previous-
ly canceled meeting.   
As a response to the 
new law, each coun-
cil member needed 
to state that they were 
remote and their cur-
rent location.  

 After the ap-
proval of minutes, 
the approval of the 
agenda sparked some 
debate.  Councilman 
Jim Smith suggest-
ed some changes be 
made to the agenda.  
One such change was 
to move councilman 
Micheles and Cousins 
reports from reports 
to communications. 
Micheles stated that 
it’s unprecedented.  
And Cousins was 
clearly upset.  Cousins 
stated that he did not 
know why Jim did not 
call to let the council 
know he wanted that 
changed.  Cousins 
called it abhorrent and 
stifling of freedom.  
He went on to say that 
he is disappointed in 
Jim.  Councilwoman 
Fischer stated that she 
feels she’s in a battle of 
personalities and she 
doesn't want to refer-
ee. Jim Smith tried to 
explain he suggested 
the move because the 
council did not re-
quest the information 
and placing it under 
reportes appears as 
if it was a council re-
quested report.  

The mayor stated 
that he did not sug-
gest that firefighters 
be removed.  He tried 
to be respectful. He 
added that, “we have 
some healing to do.” 
Then the decision 
to move the reports 
to communications 
and to remove L1/L2 
and postpone L6 was 
made.  November 23 
a public hearing will 
be held on conflict of 
interest.  The motion 
carried.  

N o n - a r r a n g e d 
participation started 
with Jamie Griffen 
.  She started by ex-
pressing gratitude that 
there would be a hear-
ing on conflict of in-
terest.  She stated that 
she emailed council a 
statement and got no 
response back so she 
wanted to read the 
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statement onto re-
cord.  I don’t have her 
statement verbatim, 
but it will be recorded 
in the minutes.  The 
gist of what she al-
leges with emails and 
other forms of evi-
dence she noted in her 
statement, is that City 
manager, Courtney 
Nicoles had a con-
flict of interest acting 
as both city manager 
and a volunteer on 
the board of Faith in 
Action on the sale of 
the property for the 
Avalon housing proj-
ect.  Even though as 
a volunteer, Courtney 
stood to receive zero 
financial gain and the 
entire Council was 
aware of her position 
on the board.  Jamie 
requested that her evi-
dence be submitted to 
the Attorney General’s 
office to let someone 
else determine if there 
was a conflict of inter-
est.  

The Mayor stated 
that he did receive Ja-
mie’s letter but opted 
not to respond due 
to Jamie’s history of 
twisting words and 
reading into things 
much deeper than she 
should.  He added that 
Jamie is kicking dirt 
on good people.

Stephanie Hen-
yard spoke next and 
gave her full support 
to Courtney Nicoles 
and the council.  She 
requested that council 
meetings continue to 
be available via zoom 
when they move back 
to in person because it 
makes it much easier 
to participate and stay 
informed.  

Cole Miller spoke 
next and thanked 
Courtney for her ser-
vice to the City.    He 
expressed his frustra-
tion with the people 
slinging her name and 
added that they are 
the same people try-
ing to impose a head-
ache of a proposal for 
the city.  He asked the  
council to carefully 
review the structure 
rental requirements 
being suggested by the 
planning committee 
and think about the 
impact it will have on 
housing rental prices. 
He also requested that 
council act cautiously 
on vacation rentals.  

Communication 
was next on the agen-
da. Councilman Mi-
cheles reported on 
the pros and cons of 
various fire depart-
ments he toured.  He 
also explained that 
he participated in a 
zoom session with fire 
and safety design, that 
he was not asked to 
attend and report on, 
but he did.  

It was noted that 
the Dexter fireboard 
was having a meeting 
via zoom the follow-
ing Thursday.

Dan Schlaff, the 
public supervisor gave 

his report next.  Fire 
hydrant winterizing 
should be complete, 
by publication.  There 
was a water main 
break at Grand and 
Baker, on Grand but it 
was fixed the next day.  
Sewer mains were 
cleaned and preventa-
tive maintenance was 
done.   The leaf ma-
chine has been going 
since October 13th.

Community De-
velopment Manager, 
Michelle Aniol gave 
the Council updates. 
MedHub has moved 
to Minneapolis and 
the broad street prop-
erty is vacant.  Erratic 
Ale was approved for 
a special use tempo-
rary permit.

White Tail Farm 
is consolidating to be 
at the Grand location.  
A business from Ann 
Arbor is relocating 
to the other location. 
The Red Brick proper-
ty has been purchased.  
The new owner will be 
submitting plans for a 
remodel.  One level 
will be retail and com-
mercial space and the 
upstairs will be res-
idential.  No confir-
mation on businesses 
planning to move into 
space yet.  3268 Cen-
tral St. has an app sub-
mitted for the demoli-
tion of the property.  
No application for 
a new building, just 
demolition.  

Millennium proj-
ect, what fire depart-
ment codes are stall-
ing the development?

We are going into 
an updated zoning 
ordinances workshop 
and a joint meeting 
will be scheduled be-
fore the end of the 
year. 

The City Manag-
er, Courtney Nicholls 
gave her report. The 
healthcare renewal is 
4.4% and will not im-
pact the budget or em-
ployee share.   The city 
is looking to purchase 
a trailer to store elec-
tion equipment. The 
ballots must be kept 
for two years. Ballots 
must be in by 8 pm 
on election night to be 
counted.  

Huron River Wa-
tershed Council cal-
endars were mailed 
last week.  The library 
has reopened.  2090 
people requested ab-
sentee ballots and 
as of Monday, Oct 
19th,1336 had been 
returned.  

Work on crack 
seals will be weath-
er dependent. Huron 
Commons contacted 
the city explaining 
that Waste manage-
ment hydraulic fluid 
in the parking lot and 
it needs to be redone. 

The Mayor’s re-
port was next.  The 
sheriff held a meeting 
and is going back to 
eight-hour shifts from 
twelve-hour shifts.  
The twelve-hour shifts 

were within the con-
tract guidelines during 
the executive order but 
are no longer within 
the guidelines.  The 
sheriff stated he will 
not seek another term 
and is looking to cre-
ate a two or three-year 
contract extension. 
He recommends Chet 
Hill to fill the vacancy 
on the planning com-
mission. There was no 
DDA meeting because 
of no zoom.  And The 
DAFD had a meeting 
on Thursday, the 22nd, 
Chief Smith present-
ed the draft spending 
budget.  Courtney 
Nicholls is leaving her 
position and taking a 
job in another com-
munity.   She did a 
great job for the entire 
city and earned the re-
spect of her staff.  She 
took over in 2014, after 
seven years of expe-
rience as an assistant.  
Thanks for the good 
work, friendship, solid 
advice, knowledge of 
the rules, and honesty.  

The consent agen-
da was voted on and 
passed.  Chet Hill was 
appointed to the Plan-
ning Commission.   

Under new busi-
ness L-3, The ice rink 
has been a challenge 
in recent years and the 
parks and rec com-
mission was looking 
for guidance from 
the council.   Since 
they don’t control the 
grounds and they’ve 
struggled to have it 
opened for the past 
few years, is it safe 
to try to put it in this 
year?  Donna Fisch-
er stated she does not 
want it up this year as 
she is concerned for 
the safety of the public 
since there will be no 
crowd control.  Donna 
made a motion to not 
put it up. Jim Smith 
2nds the motion.  It 
unanimously carried. 

A motion to ac-
cept dedication of 
Dexter-Ann Arbor Rd 
passed.   

L-5 The Planning 
Commission recom-
mends text amend-
ments on short term 
rentals and bed and 
breakfasts.  Zach Mi-
chels spotted a typo 
and suggested post-
poning until staff can 
make sure the resolu-
tion is accurate.  

Councilman Bell 
wanted to know what 
is driving the need for 
this and what problem 
it is solving.  In 2018 
6 short-term rentals 
were identified.  Since 
there were no pro-
visions about where 
and how they can be 
carried out, they were 
forced to shut down 
and the city had to 
use enforcement to 
do it.  They were not 
permitted to happen 
unless the owner ap-
plied to be a Bed and 
Breakfast.  The own-
ers asked the planning 
commission to ad-
dress the issue.  

It was noted that 
vacation rental seems 
separate, where does 
it come from and 
why now?  A vacation 
rental is dedicated 
and used exclusively 
as a short term rental 
rather than occasion-
ally.  No resident re-
quirement allows less 
incentive for proper-
ty maintenance and 
absentee landlords. 
Michele Aniol, stated, 
rental and special land 
use approval require 
a dedicated respon-
sible agent, thus the 
amendment has baked 
in control.  There are 
rental inspections re-
quired every 2-3 years 
regarding property 
maintenance. Washt-
enaw County does not 
do rental inspections 
currently and it will 

be up to staff.  The 
council unanimously 
voted to postpone the 
vote to November 9th 
to correct typos in the 
amendment.  

L-7 Consideration 
of a City Office meet-
ing group space.  The 
new owner of the for-
mer Encore building 
has offered the City 
a two-year lease.   It 
came up the day of 
the meeting and was 
unsolicited.  The vote 
was postponed until 
October 26th.

L-8 Resignation of 
Courtney Nicholls.  It 
was accepted unani-
mously.  

There was a dis-
cussion on how to 
fill the vacancy.   A 
suggestion to try to 
promote from within 
and have Courtney 
be a part of the pro-
cess was made.  Given 
the enormous shoes 
that need to be filled 
and the task of find-
ing the right person, it 
was suggested that an 
interim manager be 
appointed while the 
search is underway.    
Courtney’s last day 
will be November 9th.  

Council com-
ments turned into a 
bit of back and forth 
between councilman 
Michels and the may-
or.  It appears an issue 
between the two needs 
to be resolved and has 
yet to be settled.  

N o n - a r r a n g e d 
public comment fea-
tured an employee of 
Courtney Nicholls 
speaking about what a 
great leader and boss 
she has been and how 
she’s earned the re-
spect and admiration 
of her entire staff.  

The meeting ad-
journed to reconvene 
on Oct 26th. 
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