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Pictured is Libby Covert utilizing the services 
at Covert Educational. Photos By Kim Covert

Business Spotlight: Covert 
Educational Services

You may recognize 
the name Kim Covert, 
from the Dexter Board 
of Education, or from 
her work as the Com-
munity Education di-
rector.  Or, you may 
recognize her as the 
mother of four chil-
dren in Dexter.  But 
today, and for the past 
three years, she’s been 
running her own busi-
ness in Dexter.  This 
week, I had the oppor-
tunity to discuss her 
business and hopeful-
ly provide the reader 
with some insight as 
to what she is offering 
the community.  

Covert Education-
al Services provides 
a variety of tutoring 
for students; SAT/
ACT prep, college es-
say writing help, exam 
prep and tutoring for 
any class with which a 
student may be strug-
gling.  Kim provides 
flexibility in services.  
The idea came from 
Kim not being able to 
find what she needed 
or wanted for her own 
children.  And, since 
no two children are 
alike, services provid-
ed are very individual.  

Jamie Griffin. 
Photo Courtesy of Jamie Griffin.

Interview with Jamie 
Griffin, Candidate for 
Dexter City Council

Continuing my at-
tempt to help voters get 
to know the candidates, 
I had the opportunity to 
interview Jamie Griffin, 
who is running for a 
position on Dexter City 
Council.

I started by asking 
Jamie what made her 
decide to run or what 
is her why?  Jamie ex-
plained that she has a 
PhD in survey research 
and methodology. 
Methodology for gath-
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Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
is announcing lo-
cal emergency pub-
lic health orders to 
keep COVID-19 pre-
vention and control 
strategies in place in 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty, given that Michi-
gan Executive Orders 
are now uncertain. 
Health Officer Jime-
na Loveluck has is-
sued countywide 
orders on the use of 
face coverings, social 
gatherings, bar and 
restaurant capacity 
and employee health 
screenings.

The orders con-
firm that residents, 
businesses and or-
ganizations can and 
should continue fol-
lowing public health 
guidance to reduce 
and prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 
locally:

• Use face cover-
ings in all public set-
tings and anywhere 6 
feet of distance can-
not be maintained 
between individuals 
not living in the same 
house.

• Limit the size 
of indoor and out-
door gatherings and 
require measures to 
prevent the spread of 
illness.

• Keep the capaci-
ty of bars and restau-
rants to 50 percent or 
less.

• Continue to 
complete mandatory, 
daily health screen-
ings of employees.

“There is no ques-
tion that wearing face 
coverings, keeping 
distance, cleaning 
hands and fully co-
operating with health 
officials reduces the 
spread of COVID-19 
and prevents addi-
tional cases,” says 
Jimena Loveluck, 
MSW, health officer 
for Washtenaw Coun-
ty.

“We must contin-
ue working together 
to reduce the spread 
of illness and protect 
everyone’s health. The 
pandemic is not over, 
and we must remain 
cautious – even as 
we work to resume 
as much normalcy as 
possible as safely as 
possible,” Loveluck 
continues.

Washtenaw Coun-
ty has reported a total 

Washtenaw County 
Health Department 
Issues Public Health 
Emergency Orders

Local orders maintain 
COVID-19 prevention and 

control strategies during 
pandemic

of  3,459 confirmed 
cases  of COVID-19 
to date. According to 
the MI Safe Start Map, 
Washtenaw County is 
at the second highest 
risk level (D) for dai-
ly cases per million 
(86.3). Positivity has 
increased this past 
week but remains rel-
atively low at 2.2%.

State law provides 
local health officers 
with the authority to 
issue orders to protect 
the public health un-
der Section 2453 of the 
Public Health Code 
(MCL 333.2453). Any 
violations are subject 
to citations and pen-
alties as outlined in 
the Michigan Public 
Health Code.

“We fully support 
the continuation of 
these public health 
measures locally,” 
says  Jason Morgan, 
Chair of the Washt-
enaw County Board 
of Commissioners. 
“We’ve seen them 
working will continue 
doing everything we 
can to keep our resi-
dents safe. Protecting 
everyone’s health and 
preventing spread 
of illness means we 
can keep Washten-
aw County open and 
operating as safely as 
possible. That’s best 
for all of us and for 
our schools, business-
es and essential ser-
vices.”

To reduce the 
spread of illness in 
our community, the 
Health Department 
recommends wear-
ing a face covering, 
maintaining 6 feet of 
distance from others 
not in your household 
and cleaning hands 
frequently. Testing 
is recommended for 
anyone reporting to 
work in person, with 
known exposure or 
with any mild or un-
usual symptoms. 
Symptoms may take 
up to 14 days after 
exposure to appear, 
and individuals are 
considered conta-
gious two days before 
symptoms appear.

The number of 
local cases, guidance 
for employers, pre-
vention information, 
testing options and 
more are available 
at  www.washtenaw.
org/covid19. Health 
Department staff 

are also available to 
answer questions. 
Call 734-544-6700 
or email  l-wchdcon-
tact@washtenaw.org.

Resources from 
Washtenaw County 
Health Department

• W a s h t e n a w 
County Public Health 
Emergency Orders Is-
sued Oct 5, 2020:

• Facial Cover-
ings,

• Gatherings and 
Events,

• Capacity Limits 
for Food Service Es-
tablishments  (restau-
rants/bars), and

• W o r k p l a c e 
Screening.

• Face Coverings 
Required sign

• For testing, 
see  www.washtenaw.
org/covid19test

• C O V I D - 1 9 : 
What You Need to 
Know Fact Sheet

W a s h t e n a w 
County Health De-
partment

The Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment promotes 

health and works to 
prevent disease and 
injury in our commu-
nity. Our mission is to 
assure, in partnership 
with the community, 
the conditions neces-
sary for people to live 
healthy lives through 

prevention and pro-
tection programs.

The Washten-
aw County Health 
Department has 
achieved national ac-
creditation through 
the Public Health 
Accreditation Board 

and maintains state 
accreditation though 
the Michigan

Department of 
Health and Human 
Services.  Visit us 
at  washtenaw.org/
health  or call 734-
544-6700.
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By: Michelle Elie, Re-
altor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@
gmail.com

The Real Estate 
market is still alive 
and well as we enter 
October, the fourth 
quarter of the year.  
I know it seems like 
I’m writing the same 
thing every month, 
but we continue with 
a strong seller’s mar-
ket with inventory 
remaining low across 
all areas of the Ann 
Arbor Board of Real-
tors.  Multiple offers 
are being written on 
many new listings, 
and competition is 
fierce. 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of sales 
Average sale price

Here’s the 2020 September Dexter Real Estate recap;

Number of new listings 
Average list price 
Number of sales 
Average sale price

September Summary

What we’re seeing 
here is a bit atypical 
from other areas in our 
market; more listings 
this year than last year, 
and flattening number 
of sales, so this appears 
to indicate a potential 
turn, but that doesn’t 

The data used in these articles is obtained from the Ann Arbor Area 
Board of Realtors MLS

change the fact there 
continues to be signif-
icant buyer demand.  
It will be interesting to 
see what happens is we 
progress through the 
remainder of the year!

2020
34

455,283 
28 

376,611

2019
24

432,851  
27

442,074

Kim mentioned that 
one child may have a 
B in a very rigorous 
course but wants the 
A.  She added anoth-
er student might be 
content just passing.  
I laughed, because 
she described two of 
my children.  She ex-
plains that she has a 
terrible business mod-
el, but if she does her 
job right, the student 
will no longer need 
her.  The flexibility she 
provides is perfect for 
every family, and ev-
ery child, which is not 
always the case with 
tutoring services and 
contracts.  Kim states 
that she does not force 
families to sign a con-
tract.  She sees some 
students just prior to 
exams and some for 
extra help through-
out the year.  And 
she adjusts for sports 
schedules and ex-
tracurriculars.   She 
serves mostly Dexter 
students, but also stu-
dents in Chelsea, Ann 
Arbor, and surround-
ing areas.  

During the pan-
demic, my first ques-
tion for businesses 
usually relates to, how 
is it going?  It’s been 

Business Spotlight: 
Covert Educational 

Services

clear the communi-
ty of Dexter wants to 
help local businesses 
survive, but, are you 
doing okay?  Kim ac-
knowledged that she 

was forced to close in 
March during the stay 
at home order.  She 
had to learn to adjust 
and provide virtual 
services.  She stated 

that she’s seen a 300% 
drop in business, but 
is grateful that she 
made it, in part be-
cause she is not the 
sole income earner in 
her family.  Her tutor-
ing business could not 
provide in person tu-
toring during the shut 
down, but adjusted 
and focused on virtu-
al tutoring.  But, with 
the school closure and 
everyone being able to 
pass, there was less in-
centive for students to 
get tutoring possibly 
needed for the desired 
grade.  Spring and 
Summer showed an 
adjustment to virtual 
as well as in person 
and outdoor sessions.  

Fall was a new adjust-
ment and shift in busi-
ness.  

With many par-
ents opting for virtu-
al learning, Kim has 
helped parents contin-
ue to work, while their 
children attend school 
at home.  Her tutors 
are some of the Pod 
learning facilitators.  
She is now seeing 
children she would 
not have normally 
seen prior to the pan-
demic  because some 
children may not al-
ways have the self-dis-
cipline to maintain 
focus at home.  Kim 
is now providing in 
person tutoring with 
health protocols in 

place.  Tutors are fur-
ther from the students 
receiving the help, 
health assessments 
of both tutors and 
students take place 
and everyone wears a 
mask.   If your family 
is struggling to adjust 
to a new style of learn-
ing Covert Education-
al Services is a local 
business available to 
help.  It can also help 
with any of the usual 
educational struggles 
and is flexible enough 
to adjust to the needs 
of different children.  
To learn more check 
out their website at 
https://coverteduca-
tionalservices.com/ or 
call, (734) 223-6538.  
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Photo Courtesy of Dexter Area Historical Society

From Dexter Area 
Historical Society

Please join us for a 
drive through dinner 
and fundraiser in sup-
port of Dexter’s Gor-
don Hall to be held 
on Sunday, October 
11 from 5:00 to 7:00 

A HARVEST 
OF HOPE FOR 

GORDON 
HALL

P.M. at The Fillmore 
7954 Ann Arbor St. 
Dexter, Mi. 48130. 
The cost is $75 per 
dinner with a salad, 
a choice of 3 differ-
ent entrees and des-
sert. This fundrais-
er will help to move 

our restoration plans 
for Gordon Hall for-
ward during these 
challenging times. 
For reservations and 
to charge to a credit 
card call Ina Germain 
734-395-4106 or mail 
a check to the Dexter 

Area Historical So-
ciety 3443 Inverness 
Dexter, Mi. 48130. 
For additional infor-
mation please visit 
our website at  www.
dexterhistory.org.

ering public opinion.  
Over the last few years 
she’s been helping mu-
nicipalities gather input. 
“I have the skillset and 
we could be doing more 
of it here.”  She noted 
that the last community 
wide survey was done 
in 2011.  Jamies stated 
many municipalities are 
doing surveys annually.   
She believes surveys are 
a critical tool for engag-
ing constituents. It’s an 
important and missing 
piece for building trust 
and confidence.  Jamie 
believes it’s reasonable 
to engage constituants 
actively on more than 
just your own, or the 
council’s own agenda.  
She thinks it’s import-
ant to understand the 
thoughts and wants of 
the people you repre-
sent. Jamie went on to 
explain that she’s always 
paid close attention to 
local news wherever 
she’s lived; Wisconsin, 
Nebraska, Ann Arbor, 
and now Dexter.  She 
tries ro stay up to date 
and is a researcher by 
training. Jamie noticed 

Interview with Jamie 
Griffin, Candidate for 
Dexter City Council

 ➢ continued from page 1 that there is a facilities 
website for an inactive 
facilities committee that 
has not been updated 
since 2015.  In order to 
gather information on 
city facilities, one must 
go to the city website.  
She’d like to see the in-
formation condensed 
and easy to find and she 
sees part of her job on 
council is to do that for 
constituents.  

I asked Jamie about 
her platform.  Jamie 
stated she’s in favor of 
evidence based decision 
making. And stated that 
she’s curious why, since 
the city has been dis-
cussing facilities for so 
long, why it still has not 
reached voters. 

She brought up the 
housing task force in 
2018.  And was shocked 
that decisions on hous-
ing were made prior to 
the task force reaching 
any conclusion.  She 
added that there were 
going to be text amend-
ments to the charter re-
garding airbnbs or short 
term rentals.  And Jamie 
would like to see more 
communication of ev-

idence on decisions.  
Jamie believes in fiscal 
responsibility  and sus-
tainable growth. Jamie 
noted that growth in 
the townships will have 
an impact on traffic 
downtown.  Thinking 
outside of the box over 
time to reflect what cit-
izens want, is important 
to Jamie.  And Jamie is a 
firm believer in citizen 
engagement and adds 
that a direct vote by cit-
izens in massive elec-
tions will be the best 
way to find out what the 
community wants. 

I asked Jamie if she 
had anything else she’d 
like to add to potential 
voters?  She encouraged 
voters to check out her 
website at www.griffin-
fordexter.com.  She’d 
love to do a virtual meet 
and greet to answer any 
questions or email.  She 
does want to speak to 
voters in a way that is 
comfortable for every-
one.  

If you are a candi-
date and would like to 
be featured, email me 
at anbingham@gmail.
com.



Page 5Dexter Guardian October 9, 2020    

After Care for 
Homeroom students 
will began this Thurs-
day, October 8. After 
Care is available for 
YF-6th grade students 
on their scheduled 
in-building learning 

Dexter Community Schools 
Begin After Care

From Dexter Community 
Education

days according to their 
Group A (Monday/
Thursday) or Group 
B (Tuesday/Friday) 
schedules. No After 
Care on Wednesdays.

Questions?: Please 
contact the Commu-

nity Education office 
or visit the After Care 
page of the district 
website at https://www.
dexterschools.org/.../
c o m m u n . . . / a f t e r -
school-care.

From Dexter Knights 
of Columbus

This year’s chick-
en broil will be held 
Saturday October 10 
from 11am-5pm at 
Dexter Knights of Co-
lumbus 2959 located 
at 8265 Dexter Chel-

Dexter 
KoC Fall 
Chicken 

Broil 2020

sea Road. With the 
Coronavirus disrupt-
ing this year's Fish Fry 
and Spring Chicken 
Broil, this will be the 
most important fund-
raising event this year. 
Come enjoy a half 
chicken, two sides, 

a drink, and a good 
cause all for only $10! 
Drive-thru only.

The K of C works 
to conduct charitable 
works, & give aid to 
widows, orphans, the 
sick & the poor.



DEXTER GIRLS
SWIMMING

*Note: Dates and Times 
May Change*

Boys Varsity Football 
10/9/20 7:00pm (H) vs Lincoln HS

10/16/20 7:00pm (H) vs Jackson HS

Girls Varsity Cross 
Country 

10/10/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents
10/17/20 TBA (H) vs Multiple Opponents

Boys Varsity Cross 
Country 

10/10/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents
10/17/20 TBA (H) vs Multiple Opponents

Girls Varsity Field Hockey 
10/9/20 5:30pm (H) vs Chelsea HS

10/12/20 7:00pm (H) vs Dearborn HS

Girls Varsity Swimming 
10/13/20 6:00pm (H) vs Fenton Senior HS

10/15/20 6:00pm (H) vs Pinckney Community HS

Girls Varsity Volleyball 
10/13/20 7:00pm (A) vs Adrian HS

10/15/20 5:00pm (H) vs Multiple Opponents Dexter 
Varsity Quad
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DEXTER
DREADNAUGHTS 

SPORTS 
SCHEDULES

200 Medley Relay
1 Dexter A- Lauren Witte; Delaney Parker; 
Emma Sortor; Charlotte Schultz  1:55.34
2 Huron A- Annaliese Streeter; Sawako Sakamo-
to; Emily Tran; Jasmine Xu  1:58.05
3 Dexter B- Maddy Matos; Isa Reyes; Lily Witte; 
Dani Schulz  2:04.47
4 Huron B-  Ezgi Poyraz; Ayaka Sakamoto; Cali 
Streeter; Ece Uyulur  2:10.03
5 Dexter C- Alexis TerBush; Paige O’Connor; 
Theresa Rutz; Claire Blodgett  2:11.74
6 Huron C- Rihanna Gleason; Sophia Riegle; 
Sara Abdul-Hak; Amaris Beal  2:40.58

200 Free
1 Huron- Annaliese Streeter  1:58.96
2 Dexter- Hailee Waters  2:02.92
3 Dexter- Laura Walton  2:10.80
4 Dexter- Maddy Matos  2:10.97
5Huron- Catherine Li  2:17.71
6 Huron- Clara Bowman  2:21.41

200 IM
1 Huron- Emily Tran  2:20.12
2 Dexter- Lauren Witte  2:24.36
3 Dexter- Emma Sortor  2:29.79
4 Dexter- Delaney Parker 2:35.37
5 Huron- Shayla Pawlicki  2:46.47
6 Huron- Cali Streeter  2:50.25

50 Free
1 Huron- Zannah Baker  5.69
2 Dexter- Holly Durand  26.80
3 Dexter- Lily Witte  26.81
4 Dexter- Marea Balcom  26.99
5 Huron- Emma Kaipainen  28.16
6 Huron- Kiana Hemati  31.56

Diving
1 Dexter- Lily Witte  276.30
2 Huron- Annie Costello  265.80
3 Dexter- Elysa Grossman  213.70
4 Dexter- Vivian Kinnard  202.75
5 Huron- Julie Park  177.25
6 Huron- Margaret Thomas  133.90

100 Fly
1 Dexter- Emma Sortor  1:05.75
2 Dexter- Isa Reyes,  1:06.54
3 Huron- Jasmine Xu  1:06.83 
4 Dexter- Theresa Rutz  1:07.69
5 Huron- Ayaka Sakamoto  1:118.64
6 Huron- Ece Uyulur  1:26.1

100 Free
1 Dexter- Charlotte Schultz  56.32
2 Huron- Zannah Baker  58.02
3 Dexter- Holly Durand  58.51
4 Dexter- Marea Balcom  58.53
5 Huron- Emily Tran  1:00.05
6 Huron- Pooja Yalavarthi  1:07.85

WOMEN’S SWIM & DIVE: 
DEXTER VS HURON @ 

DEXTER 10-3-2020
DEXTER: 113  HURON: 73

500 Free
1 Dexter- Hailee Waters  5:33.13
2 Huron- Sawako Sakamoto  5:44.52
3 Dexter- Laura Walton  5:54.72
4 Dexter- Elizabeth Higgins  6:01.34
5 Huron- Ezgi Poyraz  6:14.60
6 Huron- Amaris Beal 7+

200 Free Relay
1 Dexter A- Lily Witte; Holly Durand; Marea 
Balcom; Hailee Waters  1:47.11
2 Huron A- Emma Kaipainen; Catherine Li; 
Ayaka Sakamoto; Zannah Baker  1:49.44
3 Dexter B- Theresa Rutz; Dani Schulz; Claire 
Blodgett; Emma Sortor  1:53.21
4 Dexter C- Alena Michos; Alex Seidleck; Gwen 
Tatara; Elizabeth Young  2:04.69
5 Huron B- Clara Bowman; Kiana Hemati; 
Analiese Heissenbuettel; Pooja Yalavarthi  
2:05.61
6 Huron C- Shayla Pawlicki; Claire Leone; Lay-
lah Marks; Natalie Bohnsack  2:18.20

100 Back
1 Huron- Annaliese Streeter  1:00.78
2 Dexter- Charlotte Schultz  1:01.30**
3 Dexter- Lauren Witte  1:02.02**
4 Dexter-Alexis TerBush   1:07.33
5 Huron- Sawako Sakamoto  1:07.92
6 Huron- Sara Abdul-Hak  1:34.47

100 Breast
1 Huron- Jasmine Xu  1:10.59
2 Huron- Emma Kaipainen  1:14.04
3 Dexter- Delaney Parker  1:15.83
4 Dexter- Maddy Matos  1:17.06
5 Dexter- Isa Reyes  1:22.28
6 Huron- Catherine Li  1:22.36

400 Free Relay
1 Huron A- Annaliese Streeter; Sawako Saka-
moto; Zannah Baker; Emily Tran  3:52.23
2 Dexter A- Holly Durand; Hailee Waters; Lau-
ren Witte; Charlotte Schultz  3:57.43
3 Dexter B- Marea Balcom; Theresa Rutz; Laura 
Walton; Maddy Matos  4:05.84
4 Huron B- Ezgi Poyraz; Cali Streeter; Ali Sut-
ton; Margo Leone  4:46.60
5 Dexter C- Sophia Marr; Rose Clark; Morgan 
Marsh; Addy Arbour 1:17.62
6 Huron C- Isabella Whelan; Hannah Burmann; 
Lucy Schneidewind; Anna Esper  5:06.66
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By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
ANKLE-BUSTERS, CARPET BOMBING, WALNUTS 

AND THE BANE OF MY EXISTENCE

DEXTER FOOTBALL 

Dexter fell last 
week to the Gladwin 
Flying Gs. The locals 
lost a close game by a 
score of 26-20.

Offensively quar-
terback Colin Parachek 

DREADS FALL
25-41, 321 yards, 3 TD, 
O INT. He also ran the 
ball twice for 12 yards 
and a touchdown.

Cole Cabana car-
ries the ball 9 times for 
31 yards.

Receiving was led 
by  Cal Bavineau 8 rec 

148 yards, 2 TD.
Braden Fuson 8 rec 

74 yards, 0 TD, Cabana 
5 rec 56 yards, 1 TD, 
Brennan Parachek 3 
rec 34 yards, 0 TD and 
Ty Rychener 1 rec 9 
yards, 0 TD.

“We have to work 

on improving our of-
fensive line play and de-
fending the pass,” Dex-
ter Coach Phil Jacobs 
said. “We are young at 
both position groups.”

The Dreads will 
host Ypsilanti Lincoln 
tonight.

The bane of my ex-
istence. 

This column is 
usually devoted to my 
love of three things 
-- history, sports and 
the state of Michigan. 
Today? Not so much. 
No, today this column 
will be devoted to my 
disdain for a certain 
unwanted "tradition" 
I grudgingly suffer 
through each and ev-
ery year about this 
time. 

I need to vent. 
Once late summer 

hits and the fall season 
nears, I prepare myself 
for the coming storm.

It starts slowly, 
only to progressive-
ly worsen hour after 
hour, day after day, 
week after week. I sit 
in my living room 
and stare out my front 
window watching ev-
erything unfold right 
before my eyes. 

It happens every 
year like clockwork. 

What is it?
What am I talking 

about?
No, it's not the 

Detroit Tigers miss-
ing the Major League 
Baseball playoffs. 

And no it's not the 
Detroit Lions being 
mathematically elim-
inated from the NFL 
playoffs, either. 

What it is, is the 
yearly dreaded cover-
ing of my lawn with 
leaves and walnuts. 
Yes, walnuts -- the 
bane of my existence. 

Why do walnuts 
exist? Does anyone 
know? Please, if you 
have an answer, en-
lighten me. 

I have two gigan-
tic walnut trees that 
dominate my front 
and side lawns on the 
corner lot my house is 
situated on. Granted, 
in the spring and sum-
mer both trees, with 
their ample shade, 
cool my house to the 
point I don't need air 
conditioning. Yes, my 
friends are jealous. 

The conversation 
usually goes like this.

Friend (during 

the hottest months of 
the summer) -- "No 
way is your house cool 
enough in the summer 
with just the shade 
from your trees."

Me -- You'd think 
that, but it's actual-
ly quite pleasant and 
comfortable."

Friend -- "You're 
just saying that. I bet 
your house is like a 
sauna." 

My friends AL-
WAYS use the word 
"sauna" in this instance 
during our exchanges. 
Strangely, all the con-
versations I have with 
friends about this is-
sue sound basically the 
same. By the way, does 
anyone actually use a 
sauna anymore? 

Anyhow, back to 
the conversation. 

Me -- No, it's really 
cool, I kid you not." 

Friend (upon en-
tering my house) -- 
"Wow, this is nice. You 
really have air con-
ditioning, don't you? 
I know you do. Your 
house can't be this cool 
with no air condition-
ing..." 

And so it goes, on 
and on, every year. 

That being said, 
the walnut trees are 
also quite beautiful to 
look at in spring and 
summer. I've lost track 
of how many peo-
ple over the years as 
they're walking by my 
house comment on the 
walnut trees' beauty if 
I'm outside doing yard 
work and I'm within 
talking distance. 

I always respond in 
a friendly way, saying 
behind a fake smile, 
"Yes, thank you, they 
are gorgeous, aren't 
they? I love them." 
While deep inside I'm 
vigorously shaking my 
head no, no they ar-
en't, they're the bane of 
my existence. 

I cry silent tears 
every night during this 
time of year. 

While my walnut 
trees are beautiful to 
look at and they do 
cool my home during 
the hot spring and 
summer months, they 
also are excruciatingly 
frustrating to deal with 
each year. 

Why? 
One word. 
"Walnut." Yes, it's 

that simple. 
And it's not just 

one walnut. Oh no, it's 
not even 100 walnuts. 
Try thousands upon 
thousands of walnuts, 

dropping like little 
bombs on my roof, on 
my bushes and flowers, 
on my lawn and on my 
sidewalk and onto the 
street. 

And these aren't 
cute little, marble-like 
walnuts littering my 
lawn -- noooo, these 
are heavy, base-
ball-sized walnuts 
that'll put a nasty knot 
on your forehead if 
you're ever unlucky 
enough to be standing 
in the wrong spot un-
der one of the trees at 
the "right time." 

I can't tell you how 
many times I've been 
jolted awake at night 
by loud, thunderous 
"thuds" back-to-back-
to-back-to-back as 
multiple walnuts come 
crashing down on my 
roof like an Allied car-
pet-bombing raid on 
Nazi Germany during 
World War II. It 
sounds like the "Moth-
man" is landing on my 
roof in the middle of 
the night. 

I've lost track of 
how many lawn mower 
blades I've ruined and/
or dulled by chomp-
ing up the thousands 
of walnuts each year 
as I cut my lawn. Ev-
ery walnut sounds as if 
I'm cutting up a metal 
baseball wrapped in 
barbed wire as it clam-
ors around underneath 
my mower. I think my 
neighbors hate me. I 
don't blame them. 

More than any-
thing, the base-
ball-sized walnuts are 
a physical danger. No, 
not from dropping 
from tree branches, 
but from silently ly-
ing in wait under the 
leaves on my lawn 
and behind tall grass 
after their fall from 
up above. I've tripped 
and twisted many an 
ankle each and every 
year by awkwardly and 
unexpectedly stepping 
on one of the camou-

The photo is a carbon copy of what this columnist's lawn looks like 
covered in baseball-sized walnuts each and every year around this 

time.

flaged walnuts. I swear 
I silently hear the wal-
nuts and trees quietly 
laughing as I clumsily 
walk, Jerry Lewis-like 
back and forth across 
my lawn. 

People who drive 
or walk by must think 
I'm drunk or on drugs 
as I bumble and stum-
ble my way back and 
forth over my lawn. 

I swear, I'm totally 

fine. 
Well, except for the 

bane of my existence.
Walnuts -- and 

more walnuts -- and 
more walnuts. 

The local squirrels 
love me. I should be 
charging rent for all 
the time they spend on 
my lawn. My lawn is 
like an all-you-can-eat 
buffet for the squirrels. 

Anyone out there 

need some walnut 
wood? I've got lots of 
it. I've been told I could 
be sitting on a fortune. 
Make me an offer. You 
can even have the wal-
nuts, too. 

Please, pretty 
please, I beg of you, 
take the walnuts. My 
ankles will thank you.

Walnuts. 
The bane of my ex-

istence...
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Photos By Kari Stroschein and Alicia Jenson

Dexter Girl Scouts Enjoy Geocaching and Earning 
Outdoor Art Badge

(Special Thank 
You to Kari Stro-
schein for providing 
information)

Girl Scout Troop 
40626 enjoyed geo-
caching at Bishop Lake 
in Brighton over the 
weekend of October 
4. They are hoping 

their trackable “Sammy 
the squirrel” makes it 
around the world.

Also, the Brownie 
Girl Scout Troop 40176 
met at Community 
park at the gazebo to 
earn their outdoor art 
badge.

Dear Tracy,
I bought my home 

a year ago and the tax-
es seemed very reason-
able compared to other 
homes in the same price 
range. This year my tax-
es increased by over 20%, 
and are now higher than 
the homes around me. I 
called the township and 
they indicated that there 
was no error. Can they 
increase my property tax-
es this much at one time?

Jen M.

Property Tax Hike, Oh My!
Dear Jen,

I’m very sorry to 
hear that you were 
caught by surprise when 
your taxes increased.  It 
appears that you pur-
chased a home from a 
person who had lived 
there many years.

When purchasing 
an existing home, every 
Michigan buyer should 
confirm the “Taxable 
Value” and the “Assessed 
Value” with the local 
municipality.  The prop-

erty’s “Assessed Value” is 
the amount that the lo-
cal assessor determines 
is no more than 50% of 
the market value.  This 
value can increase every 
year according to the lo-
cal housing market.  The 
“Taxable Value” may, or 
may not be, the same 
amount and is the basis 
for which your property 
tax bill is determined.  

In 1994, Proposal A 
passed which capped the 
amount that the “Tax-

able Value” can increase 
annually to 5%. However 
the “Assessed Value” has 
no cap and can increase 
at a greater rate. This is 
why the amounts can 
vary. When an owner 
has occupied a home for 
many years, is common 
to see that the “Taxable 
Value” is much lower 
than the “Assessed Val-
ue”. Therefore the owner 
pays taxes based on the 
lower value.  When a 
home is sold, the “Tax-
able Value” often resets 
up, to the “Assessed 
Value”. If a home is sold 
for above the “Assessed 
Value”, both figures may 
increase significantly, to 
the purchase price. 

When purchasing 
a home, during the in-
spection period it is 
important to review the 

property’s Taxable and 
Assessed Values.  If you 
see that the Taxable Val-
ue and/or the Assessed 
Value are lower than the 
purchase price, chances 
are good that the Tax-
able Value will adjust up. 
Your realtor will be able 
to better advise you on 
this, please ask.

Here is a great article 
I found online by Cheryl 
Withrow.

https://pocketsense.
com/taxable-vs-assessed-
value-mean-michigan-
property-tax-11399773.
html

If you do not agree 
with your property as-
sessment you may file an 
appeal with your local 
Board of Review, who 
meets annually. Call your 
municipality for more 
information in February.

All indicators point 
to a robust real estate 
market this year. In-
terest rates continue to 
fall and are at a record 
low. I encourage anyone 
planning to buy or sell a 
property to first consult 
with a local Realtor who 
knows the local market.  
Your Realtor will listen 
to your goals and guide 
you expertly through 
the process of buying or 
selling a home within the 
time period that works 
best for you.

Tracy Rose is an As-
sociate Broker with over 
30 years of residential 
and commercial Real Es-
tate experience.  Do you 
have a question about 
Real Estate?  Send it to 
Tracy at ask@tracyrose.
net.
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