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A topic of discus-
sion during this week’s 
Dexter Forum was Dex-
ter Daze.  A few weeks 
ago, the official decision 
to move Dexter Daze 
from downtown to a 
different location was 
announced.  The tradi-
tion of Dexter Daze felt 
the tremble of a pan-
demic. It was canceled 
last year and in spite of 
the hard work the or-
ganizers were doing to 
provide it for the com-
munity this year, it was 
struggling to survive. 
The struggle for Dexter 
Daze symbolized the 
world’s struggle for the 
past year.  We are all 
fighting to survive and 
find joy while maintain-
ing and holding on to 
our old lives.   

Hearing that Dexter 
Daze needed to move, 

Dexter Daze Location 
Still in Question

felt like a gut punch to 
morale.  But, there was 
comfort in the idea of 
it taking place this year.  
The location of Dexter 
Daze became a topic 
for discussion at the fo-
rum.  Several members 
of the forum spoke and 
stated that the zoning 
laws would not allow 
for Dexter Daze to take 
place in the announced 
location.  But, upon vis-
iting the Dexter Daze 
website, it states, “We 
are thrilled to announce 
our 50th Dexter Daze 
will be held August 13-
14, 2021 at the Dexter 
American Legion, Post 
557.”  But members of 
the township are stating 
it is not zoned for that 
type of event and can-
not be held there.  

I’ve emailed re-
questing comment from 
someone on the Dexter 

Photos By Matt Gibson
By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

Dexter Little League 
Launches Season

(Special Thank 
You to Matt Gibson 
for Providing Infor-

mation)
Dexter Little 

League has officially 
launched their 2021 
season. Their first 
games were held on 
Monday, April 19. They 
had three games in ma-
chine pitch baseball. 

Dexter Little 
League typically plays 
at 6pm on weekdays 
at the new Creekside 
Quads (at a new pa-
vilion), Mill Creek, 
and Tyler Steffey Field 
(at Peace Lutheran 
Church). They also 
have games all day Sat-
urdays. Attendees need 
to wear masks and 
maintain 6' social dis-

tancing.
Their season is 

April 19 - June 12. Their 
teams play in end-of-
season tournaments for 
their divisions in their 
league. Dexter Little 
League is tons of fun 
for everyone. 

Matt Gibson who 
handles communica-
tions for Dexter Little 
League states: “We are 
planning to have a fes-
tivities day on May 15 
that will include some 
additional fun activi-
ties for our little league 
families. More details 
to follow on that.” 

“We do compete 

Pictured is Dexter Daze festival in 2019.
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Daze committee.  I have 
not heard back in time 
to include any comment 
prior to print deadline.  
But, as of right now, the 
future of Dexter Daze 
seems to be in the air.  I 
think we all feel for the 
incredibly difficult job 
the committee has plan-
ning the event with the 
additional challenges 
added.  

Will Hathaway, Su-
pervisor of Scio Town-
ship did provide me 
with a statement regard-
ing the status Monday 
morning.  Will stated 
he‘s had multiple con-
versations with Doug 
Lewan, the Townships’ 
planning consultant 
who administers the 
Township’s zoning ordi-
nance.

“My understanding 
is that the festival would 
not be permitted under 
our current zoning.” He 
added that the township 
communicated with the 
leaders of American Le-
gion Post 557 regard-
ing zoning restrictions.  
“When I last spoke with 
folks at the American 
Legion, they had not yet 
signed a contract with 
the Dexter Daze orga-
nizers.”  He added he 

Dexter Daze 
Location Still in 

Question
does not know the sta-
tus of their negotiations.  
Will concluded the 
email by explaining that 
the township is con-
sidering a new “special 
events ordinance.”  He 
stated that it would take 
some time and once in 
place he was uncertain 
whether Dexter Daze 
would get approval.  

The time needed to 
obtain approval seemed 
to be the reason Dex-
ter Daze chose to move 
out of the city of Dexter.  
Now it seems to be back 
at square one.  I can-
not imagine how diffi-
cult planning the event 
is and trying to plan it 
during a pandemic must 
be.  I hope that some 
sort of resolution can 

be found.  I know from 
watching the meetings, 
the city of Dexter wants 
to host Dexter Daze, but 
wants to be very care-
ful and try to ensure it 
is not an event that be-
comes a super spreader.  
The Council also has a 
difficult job, they make 
decisions during a pan-
demic that can result in 
people dying, certainly 
not a responsibility or 
weight most of us would 
want.  Not likely some-
thing anyone anticipat-
ed when signing up to 
participate in local gov-
ernment.  I feel for all 
sides in this difficult sit-
uation and hope, as I’m 
sure most residents do, 
that a safe solution can 
be found.

From: Dexter 
Community Schools

Camp Dexter  - 
this perennial favorite, 
fee-based program of-
fers full-day camp (be-
tween 7:30am-6:00) 
with fun programming 
for students who have 
finished Young Five 
up through 6th grade. 
Sign up for two days 
to five days per week, 
for as many weeks as 
you want. Free break-
fast and lunch will 
be provided. Our 
enrollment is limit-
ed, so please sign up 
early for the best se-
lection.  Visit https://
d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / 
document/ d/1HN-
BV6NCnl_  c6R7n-
WeNNkV TdV3Fhp-
jgth SNuQiPeA9uc/
edit to Register for 
Camp Dexter.

Dread Strong 
Summer  -  is an op-
portunity for Y5 - 8th 
grade students to 
engage in authentic 
learning experiences 
designed to Devel-
op, Educate, and In-
spire. Participants in 
this  free  program will 

Enrichment and 
Camp Options for 

Dexter Students 
this Summer

be exposed to a variety 
of experiences over the 
course of each week 
designed to engage 
them in hands-on, 
collaborative learning.   
Shared experiences in 
learning will include 
nature, music, games, 
field sports, art, sci-
ence and engineering, 
amongst many others.   
Breakfast and lunch 
will be provided. This 
four-day program 
runs Monday through 
Thursday (8am-
12:30pm). Registration 
is required; choose 
from one week or sev-
eral.  Transportation 
may/will be provided 
for a fee. Visit https://
d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m /
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS-
caWO0Ja9nnJG7P-
5 3 w o l A s - L e AV s x -
4kdX3Lc whXKv8t-
vtzGgg/viewform to 
register for  Dread 
Strong Summer.

Camp Dexter Ex-
tension for Dread 
Strong Summer  - for 
families who enroll in 
Dread Strong and need 
additional coverage, 
Camp Dexter is offer-

ing fee-based after-
noon care from 12:45-
6pm Mon-Thursday 
and 7:30am-6pm on 
Friday. Students will be 
escorted from morn-
ing programs to ex-
tension camp by staff. 
Enrollment in Camp 
Dexter is limited, so 
please sign up early if 
you need the extension 
camp.  Visit https://
d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m /
do c ument/d/1HN-
B V 6 N C n l _ c 6 R 7 n -
WeNNkVTdV3Fhp-
jgthSNuQiPeA9uc/
edit  to Register for 
Camp Dexter.

Community Ed-
ucation Programs  - 
Community Educa-
tion will be offering a 
variety of fun, short 
summer classes this 
year including sports, 
art, and other enrich-
ment activities. These 
will be posted on 
the  Community Ed-
ucation website here: 
https://www.dexter-
schools.org/depart-
ments/community-ed-
ucation/catalog  by 
May 15th.
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Photos Courtesy of Shop Dexter

NAUTI MI To Open New Business 
On Friday April 23

From Shop Dexter
C ong ratu l at ions 

Melissa, Kerry & Anna 
and welcome Nauti MI 
on the River, your new-
est go-to shop for lo-
cally made in Michigan 
products and proudly 
serving Hudsonville 
Ice Cream! Stop in by 
road or by water and 
grab a scoop of your fa-
vorite hand dipped ice 
cream while browsing 

our wide variety of gifts 
for you, them and your 
home! Join them on the 
riverfront for some so-
cial time, or sneak into 
a corner away and just 
enjoy watching the river 
flowing by. You can rent 
either a kayak, canoe or 
a stand up paddle board 
and head out on the 
Portage Chain of Lakes 
and Huron River for a 
day of fun on the water. 

They hope to see you 
soon! They are open 
Tuesday - Sunday from 
3pm to 9pm and are lo-
cated at 9260 McGregor 
Rd, Pinckney, MI right 
next door to the Trad-

ing Post. Let's welcome 
them by following them  
on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/
NautiMIontheRiver.

BOARD OF EDUCATION BULLETIN

For the first time in 
over a year, the Board 
of Education met in 
person (masked and 
socially distanced) 
on Monday evening 
in the Bates Board-
room. This meeting 
also marked the first 
opportunity Dexter’s 
three newest board 
members (Brian Ar-
nold, Elise Bruderly 
and Jennifer Kan-
gas) have met in per-
son with their fellow 
Trustees since their 
election in November 
2020. Approximately 
14 community mem-
bers attended the 
meeting in person, 
with 70 logging in via 
Zoom.

Board President 
Julie Schumaker not-
ed that the Washten-
aw Board of Commis-
sioners has declared 
a local State of Emer-
gency within Washt-
enaw County through 
December 31, 2021 
due to COVID-19. 
Although the Board 
is meeting in person, 
they do not want to 
place an undue bur-
den on those who 
may wish to address 
the board but have 
health concerns that 
make them uncom-
fortable meeting in a 
group setting at this 
time, so they will be 
temporarily allow-
ing virtual comments 
during public partici-
pation. Once the pan-
demic has passed and 
there is no longer a lo-
cal state of emergency, 
the BOE will return to 
its normal practice of 
having public com-
ment in-person only 
when meetings are 
held in person.

New DHS Princi-
pal:

Dr. Timmis noted 
the retirement of In-
structional Coach Jeff 
Dagg, describing him 
as instrumental to 
the District through 
his many roles over 
the past 25 years. 
The Superintendent 
next introduced new-
ly-hired DHS Princi-
pal Melanie Nowak, 
and outlined the 
hiring process that 
began in February. 
Ms. Nowak’s resume 
& letters of recom-
mendation can be 
found in the 4/12/21 
Board packet. Nowak 
thanked the District 
for this opportunity 
and shared that she is 
excited to work with 
our amazing staff, 
students and commu-
nity.

COVID Data 
Review & Return to 
Learning Plan:

Moving to the 
COVID Dashboard, 
Dr. Timmis shared 
that our total pos-
itive student cases 
increased by 20 this 
week. The Athletics 
Department tested 
approximately 700 
students last week 
and about 500 this 
week; of those, only 4 
students were positive 
out of the 700 tested 
between April 4 & 5, 
and 3 out of the 500 
tested April 11 & 12 
(less than 1% each).

County cases are 
rising significant-
ly with 50.1 positive 
cases out per 100,000 
people (4/12/21). In 
our 48130- zip code, 
there were 33 cases 
in February and the 
case number today 
is 76. According to 
MDHHS, there are 
393/1,000,000 posi-
tive cases with an 8% 

positivity rate. The 
ISD Dashboard lists 
314.2/1,000,000 posi-
tive cases with a 6.2% 
positivity rate. DCS 
attendance data shows 
that we are averaging 
between 97-99% stu-
dents attending either 
virtually or in person 
each week. With this 
information in mind, 
the Return to School 
team recommended 
that Dexter continue 
to bring Y5-4th grade 
in 100% all day, ev-
ery day, and phase in 
Creekside, Mill Creek 
and DHS students af-
ter April 19th (Mill 
Creek & DHS would 
be 4 days/week). One 
mitigation strategy 
that is proving ef-
fective is a number 
of tents outside each 
building. These are 
used for classes, as 
well as lunch and 
snacks time when stu-
dents need to take off 
masks to eat (but re-
main 6 feet apart).

State Testing 
Week:

Dexter Freshman, 
Sophomore and Ju-
nior students partici-
pated in State testing 
this week: 11th grad-
ers take the M-STEP, 
WorkKeys and SAT 
tests, while 9th and 
10th graders take the 
PSAT. In early April, 
the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education 
denied the District’s 
request to waive the 
federal requirement 
to test students, but 
approved the waiver 
which relieves DCS 
of penalties if <95% of 
juniors do not test.

Student Repre-
sentative Update:

Student Board 
representative Anna 
Shehab reported that 
Monday was the first 
day back to remote 
learning for DHS, 
which went very 
smoothly. Spring 
sports are underway. 

The Athletic Depart-
ment is testing non-
contact sports weekly 
and contact sports 
(including those 
where masks cannot 
be worn, i.e. water 
polo) are tested three 
times weekly. Shehab 
and fellow student 
Board representa-
tive Aidan Naughton 
served on the student 
committee to inter-
view the final four 
DHS principal candi-
dates, and are excited 
to have Ms. Nowak as 
their principal next 
year.

First Opportuni-
ty for Public Partici-
pation:

No one spoke 
during the first op-
portunity for public 
participation.

Consent Agenda:
Business turned 

to the unanimous ap-
proval of the evening’s 
consent items. Pres-
ident Schumaker ex-
pressed her gratitude 
and best wishes to Jeff 
Dagg upon his retire-
ment, citing his enor-
mous contribution to 
the District both as a 
teacher and a mentor.

Reconfirmation 
of Learning Plan:

Discussion com-
menced regarding 
the Reconfirmation 
of Learning plan (pg. 
298) detailed by Dr. 
Timmis during his 
earlier update. When 
asked if the coun-
ty health depart-
ment had issued any 
new updates, Tim-
mis shared they had 
met with WCHD on 
Thursday and Friday 
and they are satisfied 
that Dexter’s mitiga-
tion strategies are ef-
fective. He reiterated 
that we are testing a 
significant number of 
students weekly for 
sports and club par-
ticipation, and our 
numbers are nowhere 
near the county pos-

itivity rate. All DCS 
staff have been given 
the opportunity to 
receive a Covid vac-
cination, and 92.6% 
of DCS staff have re-
ceived at least one 
dose. The learning 
plan reconfirmation 
was unanimously 
passed.

DHS Tennis 
Court Removal and 
Replacement:

The Facilities 
Committee met 
Thursday, April 8th 
to review bids for the 
removal and replace-
ment of the DHS Ten-
nis Courts. Trustee 
Dick Lundy moved 
that the Board of Edu-
cation award the con-
tract to the lowest bid-
der, Best Asphalt, Inc. 
for the base contract 
of $425,140, with the 
total budget not to ex-
ceed $500,000. Trust-
ee Kangas thanked 
the Board for consid-
ering the project and 
suggested more gates 
for easier coach ac-
cess to players during 
match play, as well as 
shelter from the sun 
for players when not 
competing. The mo-
tion was unanimously 
approved; the project 
will utilize funds from 
the 2017 Bond.

MASB Confer-
ences:

The final action 
item of the evening 
was a motion to fund 
up to 10 total Board 
and invited DCS 
communitymembers 
to attend the vir-
tual MASB Behind 
the Scenes Confer-
ence on April 26. 
This motion passed 
unanimously. Trustee 
Mara Greatorex will 
extend invitations to 
selected community 
members, historically 
leaders of school-re-
lated booster groups. 
Board members were 
also invited to attend 
the MASB Spring In-

stitute, being held vir-
tually April 16-18.

Public Participa-
tion:

No one spoke 
during the second op-
portunity for public 
participation.

Committee Up-
dates:

Trustee Lundy 
updated the Board 
on the Finance Com-
mittee’s latest meeting 
where they discussed 
this preliminary plan-
ning for next year’s 
budget, a difficult un-
dertaking with many 
unknowns. The com-
mittee expects more 
solid numbers by ear-
ly- to mid-May. The 
Finance Committee 
also reviewed the re-
cent bond refinanc-
ing which, due to the 
work of Dexter CFO 
Sharon Raschke, will 
save Dexter taxpayers 
over $1M.

The Facilities 
Committee reviewed 
bids for the remov-
al and replacement 
of DHS tennis courts 
and learned about 
the process of digi-
tizing the District’s 
blueprints from CFO 
Sharon Raschke. This 
project was a huge 
endeavor, vital to 
preserving historical 
building information 
and allowing easy and 
long-term digital ac-
cess to current build-
ing plans.

The full meeting 
video can be watched 
on the Board of Edu-
cation website at

https://www.dex-
terschools.org/dis-
trict/board-of-educa-
tion/meetings/videos.

Board Calendar:
• Monday, April 

26 – 7:00pm – Board 
Meeting – Bates 
School

• Wednesday, 
April 28 – 5:00pm – 
Board Workshop – 
location TBD
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Coming 
Soon 

2021-2022 
Schedule 

of 
Events

in district and state 
all-star tournaments. 
We have a history of 
doing well,” said Matt. 
“We've worked hard to 
put a great safety plan 
together for COVID so 

Dexter Little 
League 

Launches 
Season

we can have a success-
ful season.”

Some of their older 
divisions, such as ma-
jors softball and juniors 
baseball play with other 
area little leagues. Matt 
stated that they do ac-

cept donations through 
"Lift Your League.” To 
donate visit: https://bit.
ly/dexterlift21.

For more informa-
tion on Dexter Little 
League visit them on 
Facebook (@dexter-
littleleaguemi  https://
www.facebook.com/
dexterlittleleaguemi), 
on Instagram (@dex-
terlittleleague  https://
www.instagram.com/
dexterlitt leleague/), 
and on Twitter (@
dexlittleleague  https://
twitter.com/dexlittle-
league).

Additional infor-
mation can also be 
found on their website 
at https://www.dexter-
littleleague.com/. The 
website has schedules, 
board, sponsors, safe-
ty protocols, and other 
useful information for 
families and the com-
munity.
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Miller Road Project 
Update #26

Feel the Berm

From: Washtenaw 
County Road 
Commission

We continue our 
preparation work for 
paving and eventually 
reopening Miller Rd 
in Scio Township.

Beginning Tues-
day April 20, WCRC 
crews will be back 
on Miller Rd be-

tween Zeeb Rd and 
the bridge for some 
berming. Berming is 
the process of scrap-
ing away dirt and 
sod that has built up 
along the road shoul-
der preventing prop-
er drainage. They will 
conduct this work 
throughout the week 
under lane restric-
tions, please use cau-
tion around the roll-
ing operation. 

Our bridge con-
tractor continues to 
prepare to be on site 

in the next week or 
two. They are wait-
ing for the weather 
to cooperate and for 
asphalt plants to re-
open.

Our goal re-
mains to reopen the 
road and bridge in 
June.  Access for all 
local residents liv-
ing within the Miller 
Rd work zone will 
be maintained at all 
times during the re-
surfacing work.

From: Washtenaw 
County Sheriff

Do you have un-
used medications that 
you'd like to dispose 
of? On April 24th 
from 10am - 2pm 
there will be three lo-
cations across Washt-

Medication 
Take Back 

Event
enaw County for you 
to properly dispose of 
your unwanted and 
unused medications. 
If you can't make it 
on April 24th. The 
Sheriff 's Office (2201 
Hogback Rd. Ann Ar-
bor) has a red bin in 

the front lobby that 
can be used to dis-
pose medications. All 
medication should be 
put in a clear ziplock 
baggie (provided), 
No bottles.
For More Information 
See Flyer on Page 7
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By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

DEXTER 
BASEBALL

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

The Dexter base-
ball team took a win 
and a loss this past 
week. The Dreads de-

DREADS 
SPLIT AND WIN

feated Tecumseh 6-4.
The locals fell 7-3 

against the Saline 
Hornets.

The Dreads soft-
ball team had two re-

cent wins. On Mon-
day the locals beat 
Jackson 17-0. They 
also beat Tecumseh 
14-1.

Ann Arbor Fa-
ther Gabriel Rich-
ard - 3, DEXTER 
HIGH SCHOOL - 5 
Singles:

No. 1 - Igne Savick-
as, Ann Arbor Father 
Gabriel Richard def. 
Lindsey Wiczorek, 
DEXTER HIGH 
SCHOOL, 6-1 , 6-2 , -; 
No. 2 - Vivian Hee-
gan, Ann Arbor Fa-
ther Gabriel Richard 
def. Tara Lessnau, 
DEXTER HIGH 
SCHOOL, 6-1 , 6-4 , -; 
No. 3 - Lily Wagel, 
Ann Arbor Father 
Gabriel Richard def. 
Avery Goodrich, 
DEXTER HIGH 
SCHOOL, 7-5 , 7-6 , -; 
No. 4 - Emma Hod-

DEXTER TENNIS

DEXTER 
GIRLS TENNIS

der, DEXTER HIGH 
SCHOOL def. Geor-
gie Kalkofen, Ann 
Arbor Father Gabriel 
Richard, 6-0 , 6-0 , -; 
Doubles:

No. 1 - Sarah 
Penrose, DEXTER 
HIGH SCHOOL - 
Chloe Sprague, DEX-
TER HIGH SCHOOL 
def. Alyssa Chimins-
ki, Ann Arbor Father 
Gabriel Richard - Er-
ika Heegan, Ann Ar-
bor Father Gabriel 
Richard, 6-2 , 7-5 , -; 
No. 2 - Averi Rose, 
DEXTER HIGH 
SCHOOL - Maria 
DeMerell, DEXTER 
HIGH SCHOOL def. 
Nicole Norman, Ann 
Arbor Father Gabri-
el Richard - Mere-
dith Weeks, Ann Ar-

bor Father Gabriel 
Richard, 6-2 , 6-1 , -; 
No. 3 - Sefina Patter-
son, DEXTER HIGH 
SCHOOL - Lia De-
Merell, DEXTER 
HIGH SCHOOL def. 
Abby Kendzicky, Ann 
Arbor Father Ga-
briel Richard - Sam 
McGlade, Ann Ar-
bor Father Gabriel 
Richard, 6-3 , 6-1 , -; 
No. 4 - Emily Hutch-
ings, DEXTER HIGH 
SCHOOL - Court-
ney Waters, DEXTER 
HIGH SCHOOL def. 
Helena O'Meara, Ann 
Arbor Father Gabriel 
Richard - Grace Law-
rence, Ann Arbor Fa-
ther Gabriel Richard, 
6-4 , 7-6 , -;

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
MOTHER NATURE, BUMBLE BEES, 

DRIVEWAYS AND RANTS

WARNING:  The 
following column in-
cludes multiple rants 
by a cantankerous mid-
dle-aged man. Be ad-
vised to turn the page 
or line the bird cage 
with this column if you 
find differing opinions 
offensive. You have 
been warned. Carry 
on...

The weather. 
Yeah, I said it. 
Do I need to say 

anymore? Can I get an 
amen, a hallelujah? 

Tell me again why 
I live in Michigan? Oh, 
that's right, I'm too 
poor to live anywhere 
else. Thanks for re-
minding me. 

What other state 
has weather like the 
Great Lakes State? 
Short answer -- no oth-
er state. 

Last weekend, I was 
in shorts and a T-shirt. 
I was outside raking, 
mulching, digging and 
weeding. I was sweat-

ing it was so hot. Last 
weekend, I officially 
opened lawn-mowing 
season at the Richter 
Homestead. The first 
mow of the season is 
always a big deal at my 
home. My grass was 
getting so high, small 
dogs were disappear-
ing as they wandered 
onto my lawn. The in-
dividual blades of grass 
seemed to be looking 
up at me as I surveyed 
my lawn last weekend. 
"Dude, it's time," they 
seemed to say in uni-
son. "Get your rear end 
in gear and give us a 
trim."  

My flowers are 
blooming. The buds on 
my trees are making 
their presence known. 
Heck, the bumble bees 
are even out. I had my 
first encounter with 
one last weekend. I 
turned a corner near 
the back of my house 
heading to my shed 
and ran smack dab into 
a big, buzzing flying 
machine -- it looked 
like a black and yellow 
Hindenburg with tiny 
wings. We both instant-
ly put the brakes on, 
did a little, "pardon me, 
excuse me dance," and 
in somewhat slow-mo-
tion, made eye contact. 
I think it was as sur-
prised to see me as I was 
to see it. In response to 
the awkward situation, 

I think I blurted out 
something like, "Geez, 
this corner could use a 
traffic light." Followed 
by a nervous laugh. 
"Am I right?" It wasn't 
laughing. As it flew 
away buzzing my head 
and making me duck, I 
could hear it say, "You 
might wanna slow 
down there, bud." 

Anyhow, my bub-
ble bee run ins aside, 
my point is last week-
end was warm and 
nice and quite spring-
like. The plants were 
feeling it, the insects 
were feeling it and so 
was I. Then Mother 
Nature decided to trip 
us all up. 

Earlier this week, I 
had to scrape my wind-
shield and brush snow 
off my vehicle. I had to 
wear my winter coat. 
And I had just hung it 
up in the closet, retir-
ing it for the season -- 
or so I thought. 

Are you kidding 
me, Mother Nature? 

What the heck is 
going on? Why are you 
messing with us like 
that? Explain yourself. 
I get so tired of going 
barefoot one day, then 
socks and boots the 
next day. T-shirt and 
shorts on Sunday and 
winter coat and hat on 
Tuesday. What gives, 
Mother Nature? Make 
up your mind. I've got 
yard work and bumble 
bees to deal with. 

Contractors. 
Wait, what? Are we 

still talking about the 
weather, Mother Na-
ture and bumble bees? 

No, I'm switching 
to contractors. Or, if 
you will, hired help. 

I need my home's 
driveway repaved this 
summer. I tried all last 
year to get a contractor 
or "concrete guy" to 
come out to my home 

and give me an esti-
mate. I never even re-
ceived a return phone 
call, let alone a visit 
from one of the "con-
crete guys" last year. 
Granted, I started a lit-
tle late in the "concrete 
season," but still, a sim-
ple return call saying, 
"I'm sorry, Mr. Richter, 
but we are too backed 
up to take anymore 
clients. Thank you for 
calling, however. Give 
us a call next year and 
we'll be happy to work 
with you." Click. How 
hard is that? I don't 
get it. Maybe I was just 
raised and/or taught 
differently. I've worked 
in the service business 
my entire life. I've had 
to deal with the pub-
lic, customers, clients, 
parents, etc. my entire 
working career. At the 
very least, common 
courtesy and respect 
should be shown, no 
matter the circum-
stances. 

Fast forward to this 
year. More specifical-
ly, fast forward to this 
past weekend. I got an 
early start on making 
my calls this "concrete 
season" and was able to 
get a "concrete guy" to 
come out to my house 
to give me an estimate. 

He arrived on time. 
Sadly, he forget to bring 
a "can-do" attitude. I 
work very hard for my 

money and if I'm going 
to pay you to do a job 
for me, I expect you to 
work just as hard as I 
do, if not harder. I ex-
pect you to have high 
energy and to go the 
extra mile for me. 

After our initial 
introductions, which 
consisted of a fist 
bump and a barely au-
dible "hi," from him, I 
showed him my drive-
way and what I was 
hoping to get done. 
I already was disap-
pointed and knew this 
was going to be a waste 
of time. Not the best of 
first impressions. And 
this was a guy around 
my age or maybe a lit-
tle younger -- he still 
had hair. Anyhow, be-
sides the obvious pock 
marked portions of my 
driveway that need re-
paving, I have a more 
detailed area around 
my back door that 

needs repair. I showed 
him that area first. 
Within a nano-sec-
ond, his response was, 
"Yeah, I don't do that." 
Translation -- "I don't 
have the wisdom or 
skill to handle a job 
like that." My response 
in my head, "So why 
are you here?" How 
does this person stay in 
business? Here's how 
this interaction should 
have went down. Me 
showing the guy my 
detailed area around 
the back door. His re-
sponse should have 
been a simple, profes-
sional -- "I'm sorry, Mr. 
Richter, that's some-
thing I don't do. But 
before I leave I can get 
you a phone number of 
someone who can han-
dle that sort of work." 

Is it really that 
hard? 

Then he went on 

Bumble bees were out last weekend at this 
columnist's house.

This columnist's driveway needs repaving. 
It's been a chore simply getting an estimate.

 continued on page 7
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Photo Courtesy of Adam Winters

From: Adam 
Winters, Head 
Coach, Washtenaw 
United 

Washtenaw Unit-
ed finished their inau-
gural season over the 
weekend of March 
20-21, participating 
in the Michigan Girls 

WASHTENAW UNITED 
FINISHES SEASON

High School Hockey 
Invitational Tourna-
ment held at the Ann 
Arbor Ice Cube. The 
opening game on Sat-
urday against Walled 
Lake ended in an ex-
citing 0-0 tie. Goalie 
Julia Scarcella (Saline, 
'23) earned her 3rd 

shutout of the season.
Sunday's first 

game was against 
Troy, the winner 
would meet Walled 
Lake in the Cham-
pionship game later 
in the day.     Junior 
defenseman Jillian 
Eggleston (Dexter, 

'22) scored just over 4 
minutes into the open-
ing period, the first 
of 2 goals she would 
score during the game.  
Senior Linzy Costella 
(Manchester, '21) add-
ed a goal in the second 
period, followed by 
Jillian's second goal in 
the third.  Alexis Lyon 
(Saline, '24) added the 
4th goal with just over 
6 minutes to go in the 
game, putting the fin-
ishing touches on the 
4-1 victory.  However, 
Troy did not go away 
quietly. A skirmish 
developed during the 
closing seconds, and 
senior captain Linzy 
Costella would not be 
available for the final 
game.

The United came 
up short in Sunday's 
championship game, a 
4-1 loss. Walled Lake 
opened the scoring 5 
minutes into the first, 

and was answered by 
the United's only goal 
4 minutes later, scored 
by Eggleston. Walled 
Lake would add a 
goal in the second pe-
riod, and a third goal 
2 minutes into the 
3rd. Washtenaw tried 
to battle back the re-
mainder of the third 
period, pulling the 
goalie with 1 minute 
to go, but Walled Lake 
would seal the game 
with an empty-netter.

Washtenaw fin-
ished the season with 
a 9-6-3 record.   The 
season was highlight-
ed by a 2-1-1 record 
over the established 
Ann Arbor schools 
(Pioneer and Skyron), 
and a winning record 
against the other new 
team in the league, 
Downriver United. 
Team leaders for the 
season include Cecil-
ia Henricksen (Chel-

sea, 24) with 10 goals, 
and Riley Malloy 
(Saline, '24) with 10 
assists. Eggleston led 
defensemen in scor-
ing with 7 goals and 
7 assists.   Julia Scar-
cella finished an out-
standing season with 
8 wins, a 2.06 Goals 
Against Average and 
a 0.914 Save Percent-
age with 3 shutouts in 
net.

The team is al-
ready planning for 
next season when we 
will be full members 
of the Michigan Girls 
High School Hockey 
League. For infor-
mation on joining 
the team and partic-
ipating in our sum-
mer skates, please 
reach out to Head 
Coach Adam Winters 
at  WashtenawUnit-
edHSHockey@gmail.
com.

a long-winded speech 
telling me what he 
would do for me and 
my driveway -- all, of 
course, at a price way 
too expensive. And the 
kicker was he said he 
would have to break up 
a portion of my drive-
way near my house that 
didn't need repaving, 
but I would have to 
take care of repairing 
that section myself -- 
wait for it -- because 
it wasn't something 
he did. Of course it 
wasn't...

Anyhow, he nev-
er asked me what I 
wanted as a customer. 
What I was looking to 
get done. I don't know 
why this simple act of 
giving an estimate is so 
difficult. Did this per-
son actually want my 
business? 

I have a second es-
timate scheduled for 
later next week. Wish 
me luck. At least I'm 
getting call backs this 
time around. Let's hope 
this next individual has 
a can-do, professional, 
courteous and custom-
er-first-type attitude. 

I know in this day 
and age, that might be 
asking too much. But a 
guy can dream, right? 

None of this might 
even matter. I hear 
it's supposed to reach 
near 80 degrees next 
week. You know what 
that means? Snow is 
right around the cor-
ner. Along with a very 
cold and angry bumble 
bee...

ON THE SIDELINE:
MOTHER NATURE, BUMBLE BEES, 

DRIVEWAYS AND RANTS
 ➢ continued from page 7
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Dear Tracy,
I am purchasing a 

home and it is my un-
derstanding that the 
seller is paying for title 
insurance. I noticed 
that there is a charge 
for title insurance in 
my closing costs.  My 
real estate agent and 
lender both said this 
is not an error and 
I must pay for it.  If 
the seller is supposed 
to provide title insur-
ance, why am I being 
charged?

Uvaldo P.

Dear Uvaldo,
There are vary-

ing customs, rules, 
and requirements in 
different states.  My 
response will address 
what is customary 
in Michigan with re-
gards to purchasing 
title insurance.

During the pro-
cess of purchasing a 
home, it is the title 

What is Title Insurance 
and why do I need to 

purchase it?
company’s respon-
sibility to research 
the property history, 
check the chain of 
ownership, check for 
restrictions on the 
deed, plus look for 
any liens, or claims, 
which could be an 
encumbrance on the 
title.  A claim could 
be unpaid bills to a 
contractor, or taxes 
due to the govern-
ment.  Once the title 
company has com-
pleted their research, 
they will issue a “Ti-
tle Commitment” 
which lists all of the 
above detail on the 
property.  If there are 
any liens or claims 
they will need to be 
cleared up at, or prior 
to, the closing.

At this point you 
are wondering why 
is it necessary to buy 
title insurance if the 
title is found to be 
clear?  This is neces-
sary because you need 

title insurance just in 
case the title compa-
ny missed or didn’t 
find an undiscovered 
claim.  It could be due 
to an oversight, an 
unknown heir to the 
property, or fraud to 
name a few.  Title in-
surance protects your 
investment and will 
work to resolve any 
title or ownership is-
sues after closing.

Now that you un-
derstand why you 
should purchase title 
insurance, you will 
need to understand 
how title insurance is 
purchased.

At the closing, the 
title company will is-
sue an “Owner’s Poli-
cy” to the buyer.  The 
“Owner’s Policy” is a 
policy that protects 
the buyer of the prop-
erty if there is a claim 
discovered after the 
closing.  In general, 
it is customary for 
the seller to pay for 

the “Owner’s Policy”.  
This is the seller’s way 
of assuring the buyer 
that they are provid-
ing a clean title with 
no clouds or encum-
brances attached to 
the property.  In un-
usual situations, such 
as a foreclosure, the 
deed holder might 
refuse to provide an 
Owner’s Policy to the 
buyer.  This should 
be disclosed up front, 
prior to signing a 
sales contract.  In this 
case, the buyer would 
incur the cost of ob-
taining the Owner’s 
Policy.

You mentioned 
you have a lender so 
the title insurance 

charge you are see-
ing in your itemized 
closing costs would 
be the “Lender’s Pol-
icy”.  This “Lender’s 
Policy” is only issued 
if the buyers are us-
ing financing to pur-
chase the home and is 
a policy that protects 
strictly the lender.  All 
lenders will require a 
“Lender’s Policy” as a 
condition of provid-
ing financing.  The 
“Lender’s Policy” is 
the buyer’s expense.  
“The Lender’s Policy” 
only covers the out-
standing amount on 
the loan and that is 
why you might no-
tice that the “Lender’s 
Policy” is a lower cost 

than the “Owner’s 
Policy” that covers 
the entire sales price 
of the home.

The information 
provided in this ar-
ticle does not, and is 
not intended to, con-
stitute legal advice; 
instead, all informa-
tion and content are 
for general informa-
tional purposes only.  

Tracy Rose is an 
Associate Broker 
with over 30 years of 
residential and com-
mercial Real Estate 
experience.  Do you 
have a question about 
Real Estate?  Send it 
to Tracy at ask@tra-
cyrose.net.
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