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WASHTENAW 
UNITED CONTINUES 

TO WIN

Story on page 2.
Photo Courtesy of Adam Winters.

Denise Dutcher. Photos By Hope Vestergaard and Denise Dutcher.

From: Hope 
Vestergaard

The Dexter Com-
munity School District 
is pleased to announce 
that Creekside Inter-
mediate Teacher De-
nise Dutcher has been 
named Science Teacher 
of the Year for Greater 
Washtenaw County by 
the University of Mich-
igan chapter of Sigma 
Xi.

Scientific research 
society Sigma Xi is the 
world’s largest multi-
disciplinary honor so-
ciety for scientists and 
engineers. Its mission 
is to enhance the health 
of the research enter-
prise, foster integrity 

Dexter’s Denise Dutcher Named 
Washtenaw County Sigma Xi Science 

Teacher of the Year

Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski

Restaurant Review: 
Jolly Pumpkin

I went to Jolly 
Pumpkin  previously.  It 
was for a school fund-

raiser so I never wrote 
about the food.  Since 
I’m trying to high-
light and support local 
restaurants that might 

be facing challenging 
times due to COVID, I 
figured I should visit.  

Upon reading the 
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Photos By: Andy Henriksen & Sue McDowell
The Washtenaw 

United High School 
Girls’ Hockey Team 
restarted their sea-
son with a 4-1 victo-
ry against Downriver 
United.   The victory 
marked the first win 
in program history, 
improving the team’s 
record to 1-1-0 on 
the season.  The two 
teams last played on 
November 5th, 2020, 
with Downriver skat-
ing away with a 3-1 
win. The season had 
been shutdown short-
ly after the Novem-
ber 5th game due to 
COVID restrictions, 
until practices were 
allowed to restart on 
January 16th.  This was 
the first game back for 
both teams after games 
were allowed to re-
sume by the Michigan 

WASHTENAW UNITED 
HIGH SCHOOL 
HOCKEY TEAM 

RESTARTS SEASON

Department of Health 
on February 8th.

Washtenaw came 
out to a quick start in 
the first period, out-
shooting Downriver 
10-5, however the first 
period closed with no 
scoring from either 
side.  At 2:18 into the 
second period, Jillian 
Eggleson (Dexter, ’22) 
opened the scoring on 
the power play with a 
shot from the left point, 
thanks to a screen in 
front of the Downriv-
er goaltender provid-
ed by Sydney Clark 
(Saline, ’25) and a de-
flection off a Downri-
ver defender.  Cecilia 
Henriksen (Chelsea, 
’24) netted what would 
be the first of her three 
goals on the night with 
7:57 to go in the sec-
ond. Downriver pulled 

within 1 less than 2 
minutes later.  

Washtenaw would 
spend most of the re-
mainder of the 2nd 
period shorthanded. 
Linzy Costella (Man-
chester ’21) was a 
4 minute boarding 
penalty shortly af-
ter Downriver’s goal, 
followed by a check-
ing penalty on Rylee 
Kennedy (Milan, ’24). 
Washtenaw was able to 
kill both penalties, and 
pick up their third goal 
with 20 seconds to go 
in the period.  Henrik-
sen rounded out the 
scoring in the 3rd pe-
riod with an empty net 
goal with 1:23 to go in 
the game.

Goaltender Julia 
Scarcella (Saline, ’22) 
turned aside 19 Down-
river shots in a solid 

performance.  Raegan 
Kopitsch (Dexter, ’24) 
picked up 2 assists on 
the night. 

Head coach Adam 
Winters was pleased 
with the Washtenaw’s 
effort their first game 
in 3 months. “The level 
of play was a lot better 
tonight than it was 3 

months ago. Having 3 
weeks of practice pri-
or to our first game 
seemed to help, but 
you can’t complete-
ly simulate a game in 
practice, so you nev-
er really know what 
you’re going to get. 
“  Winters continued, 
“We’re just so excit-

ed to be back playing 
games, I’m happy for 
both teams to have this 
opportunity to put a 
semblance of a season 
together.  I’m proud 
of the way the team 
has remained positive 
and handled setbacks 
throughout the sea-
son.”

From Adam Winters
Washtenaw Unit-

ed continued their 
winning ways with a 
5-4 victory over the 
Skyline-Huron High 
School (Skyron) com-
bined team on Satur-
day at Veteran’s Me-
morial Rink in Ann 
Arbor.  This was the 
United’s 3rd win in a 
row since returning to 
game play last week.  

After a scoreless 
first period, Kate Hur-
ley of Skyron knocked 
in the rebound after a 
shot off the faceoff to 
United goaltender Ju-
lia Scarcella’s (Saline, 
‘22) right.  The two 
teams would combine 
for 5 goals in the sec-
ond period.  Skyron’s 
lead would not last 
long with the United 
scoring 3 goals in a less 
than 4 minute stretch.  
United’s leading scor-
er, Cecilia Henriksen 
(Chelsea, ‘24) scored 
her 5th of the season 
with a backhand re-
bound past Skyron 
goalie Jillian Cook.  
Senior Captain Linzy 
Costella (Manches-
ter, ‘21) wristed a shot 

WASHTENAW UNITED 
CONTINUES TO WIN

from the top of the cir-
cle past Cook, followed 
by Sydney Clark’s (Sa-
line, ‘25) first goal of 
the season, tapping in 
a rebound after a shot 
from the point.  Sky-
ron got the final goal 
of the period, a power 
play goal, with 4:25 to 
go in the period.

Skyron tied the 
game 3-3 2:35 into the 
third period, on goal 
by Salsabeel Hodge, 
quickly followed by 
Henriksen’s second 
goal of the night giv-
ing the United the lead 
once again.  Henriksen 
picked up a loose puck 
in the neutral zone, 
skating down the 
left side, and put one 
past Cook’s blocker.  
Khaleela Hodge would 
score her second of the 
night tying the game 
up for Skyron.

Late game heroics 
were provided by Ju-
nior defenseman Jil-
lian Eggleston (Dexter, 
‘22).  Eggleston picked 
up the puck at the red 
line, skated around 2 
Skyron players, and 
shot the puck past the 
Skyron goaltender.  
“The coaches have 

been encouraging 
me to skate the puck 
more”, Eggleston said.  
“I picked up the puck 
in the neutral zone af-
ter skating around the 
two defenders.  I re-
alized I had an open 
shot, and I just took 
it.”  With a minute to 
go, Skyron pulled their 
goalie for the extra at-
tacker.  Scarcella made 
some timely  saves, 
preserving the win for 
the United.

“I thought Hen-
ricksen and Eggleston 
had really strong 
games today”, said 
United Assistant 
Coach Sue McDowell.  
“Cecilia’s two goals, 
the first starting the 3 
goal streak in the sec-
ond period, the second 
giving us the 4-3 lead 
in the third.  Along 
with the game winner, 
Jillian picked up a cou-
ple assists with shots 
from the point.  Riley 
Malloy (Saline, ‘24) 
really helped us defen-
sively today, especial-
ly in the third period, 
blocking shots and be-
ing physical in front of 
our net.”

The Dread hockey 
team opened with a 
loss and a win.

Dexter fell to 11-1 
to Ann Arbor Pioneer.

Gave Burke had a 
goal. Joey Fracassi and 
Chesney each had as-
sists.

In the second game 
the locals dropped 
Ann Arbor Huron 8-0.

Dexter then de-
feated Lenawee United 
8-0.

In the wins they 
were energized and 
engaged from the very 
beginning. In both 
games they held the 
opponent to just 8 
shots. Shay Ohtonen 
lead us with a hatrick 
and 2 assists in the win 
over Lenawee. In the 

DEXTER 
HOCKEY 

OPENS WITH 
A SPLIT

DEXTER HOCKEY

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

win over Huron we 
had 8 different scorers. 
Niko Michos and Nick 
Berenson both scored 
their first HS goals in 
the Huron win. Aman-
da Crundwell was in 
net for both shutouts.

In the loss to Pio-
neer they looked life-

less from the start. 
Down 2-0 less than a 
minute in and 7-1 af-
ter the first. They had 
a good response and 
played with energy 
most of the second but 
it was too little too late.
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menu, I noticed a slight-
ly higher end or more 
innovative ingredient 
list.  The Jolly Pumpkin 
features mostly pizza 
and a few sandwich-
es.  But the pizza isn’t 
your standard pizza.  
Pizzas called Butter-
nut Squash and Kale 
and Sunchoke are on 
the menu, rather than 
the typical meatlovers.  
Toppings include; goat 
cheese and smoked 
mozzarella rather than 
cheese and extra cheesy.  
This is not the pizza 
place for eight hungry 
fifteen year old boys.  
We decided to try a few 
things since there were 
a few of us eating.  My 
six year old opted for 
the kids cheese pizza, 
I went with the burger, 
and my husband and 
son split a mushroom 
pizza. 

Dine in, is current-
ly available, but Jolly 
Pumpkin offers on-
line carryout ordering, 
which I appreciate.  We 
actually called in our 
order, the person tak-
ing it asked how far 
away we were so they 

Restaurant Review: 
Jolly Pumpkin

could time cooking 
and it was ready and 
hot as we arrived.  

No surprise, my 
daughter liked her 
cheese pizza.  Big hap-
py surprise for me, my 
burger was cooked 
properly.  I asked for 
medium and got me-
dium.  Normally, I get 
well when I ask for me-
dium, so I was braced 
for a dry, well done 
burger.  But I got a deli-
cious perfectly medium 
burger!  I was very hap-
py.  My family jumped 
in and indulged in my 
fries, which were a hit.  
I let everyone try my 
burger, except my six 
year old, who refused 
because it, “doesn’t 
look like McDonald’s.”  
Thank goodness!  The 
pimento cheese and 
togarashi aioli, per-
fectly cooked burger 
on Challah bread, was 
a perfect combination.  
It was one of the best 
burgers, I’ve ever had.  
It was so large, I still 
have half of it in the 
fridge, which is good 
because writing about 
it is making me want 
another. My husband 

and son both enjoyed 
the mushroom pizza .  
There are no leftovers.  
I did get a bite, but 
not enough to really 
go into detail.  I think 
the goat cheese made 
it stand out as an extra 
delicious bite.  

My twenty-four-
year-old, who attend-
ed the University of 
Michigan, gave a great 
review.  He’s been to 
the Ann Arbor loca-
tion before and ex-
plained that it's a great 
date place.  It’s not too 
expensive but also not 
cheap.  It’s casual but 
the food is good, and 
as a Michigan craft 
beer fan, he enjoys the 
beer selection.  We did 
not partake in the beer, 
because I was working.  
But there was a choc-
olate Stout that caught 
my eye.  Maybe when I 
am able to get the vac-
cine, I’ll come to visit 
and give it a try.   Who 
knows, maybe after an 
in-person City Council 
meeting, I’ll want to sit 
down and have a beer 
and I’ll stop by to grab 
one.  That world seems 
unimaginable right 
now but is something I 
look forward to. 

My family and I 
very much enjoyed the 
visit and would recom-
mend the Jolly Pump-
kin.  Like Michigan 
craft beer, its menu fea-
tures a step up from av-
erage ingredients for a 
step up in flavors.  The 
online ordering option 
is nice for those of us 
who are still at high 
risk and waiting.  The 
service was excellent, 
both times, as was the 
food.  I will be back, es-
pecially when I’m crav-
ing a burger cooked 
properly! To check out 
the menu or order on-
line visit, https://www.
jol lypumpkin.com/
jp/dexter-jolly-pump-
kin-brewery.
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Famous Fish Fry Goes Mobile at St. Mary 
Volunteers Create “Drive By Fish Fry” to Protect Those 

At-Risk and Meet Growing Fundraising Needs

By: Carissa Poroko
As area non-prof-

its and churches begin 
Lent this week, two 
words come to mind: 
“fish fry.”  

Lenten fish fry sea-
son is upon us, and 
this year it arrives with 
extra suffering.   At St. 
Mary in Pinckney, old-
er parishioners who 
have quarterbacked 
traditional fish dinners 
for the past 25 years 
simply cannot risk it 
this year.   At the same 
time, faith-based or-
ganizations are in dire 
need of fundraising.

To meet the need 
and protect high-risk 
volunteers, St. Mary 
turned to school fami-
lies who are now learn-
ing how to fish fry “on 
the fly."   Through the 
passing of the torch, 
the  Drive By Fish 

Photos By Carissa Poroko

Fry was born.  
Local retired phar-

macist and St. Mary pa-
rishioner  Bob Phipps, 
who is currently volun-
teering to help the Liv-
ingston County Health 
Dept. administer the 
vaccine, runs the  fish 
fry for six weeks every 
year, “netting" tens of 
thousands of dollars 
for St. Mary parish and 
school.  Phipps, 64, for-
mer owner of Pinckney 
Pharmacy along with 
Hamburg and Fowl-
erville Pharmacies for 
nearly 40 years, is too 
young to be considered 
in the high-risk age 
range for an early vac-
cine.  

“We knew we need-
ed creativity and open 
minds this year with-
out many of our regu-
lar volunteers and with 
the added challenges,” 

said Phipps. “We had to 
account for everything 
from drive-thru traffic 
flow to plexi-glass, and 
even childcare to re-
cruit new volunteers,” 
he added. “We tackled 
all this while making 
sure to maintain our 
primary goal, which is 
to serve a great dinner 
for a good cause.   It’s 
been uplifting to see 
our school communi-
ty step up, and we are 
coming out stronger 
for it.”

Bob and his wife 
Cathy have been pro-
ducing the fish fry with 
the St. Mary Men’s 
Club for 15 years. She 
is a caterer and runs the 
kitchen while he coor-
dinates 30-some volun-
teers who show up each 
week. 

“We expect the 
draw to be closer, con-

sidering the times,” 
said Phipps. That hasn’t 
always been the case. 
Fish fry customers 
have visited St Mary 
from as far as Canada, 
Ireland, Mexico, Japan, 
Saudi Arabia, and Ire-
land.  “This year we are 
grateful to just feed our 
regulars.” 

Drive By Fish 
Fry  starts February 
19th, and runs through 
March 26th.   Open for 
business Lenten Fri-
days from 4 to 7pm, 
each dinner produces 
around 500 meals. With 
this in mind, the  St. 
Mary crew planned for 
carryout only produc-
tion, social distancing 
and safety,  and looked 
for new volunteers. 

Luckily they didn’t 
have to look far. St. 
Mary school parents 
stepped up to help with 

operations, volunteer-
ing, cleaning, and of 
course in the kitchen 
to cook that famous 
fish fry the community 
loves.

Amy Berry jumped 
into the effort to help 
feed the community 
as new head chef.   A 
school mom who pre-
viously worked as a 
professional chef for 
the Detroit Athletic 
Club, she was an ideal 
fit.

  “I hope to serve a 
great fish dinner that 
becomes a destination 
for good food, good 
people and a wor-
thy cause,” said Ber-
ry.  “The Lenten fish fry 
is up against more 
competition since ev-
ery restaurant in town 
is primarily take out.   
We are ready for it.  As 
they say… I’m ‘St. Mary 

proud’ we came togeth-
er to overcome the 
challenges of our time.” 

With all hands 
on deck and faith on 
their side, the team at 
St. Mary is trying all 
things new, including 
their fish supplier.  De-
troit-based Caramagno 
Foods, a family owned 
fish distributer since 
1910, supports Lenten 
fish dinners as part of 
their business model 
and Irish Catholic her-
itage.

“It’s been a strug-
gle and we are glad to 
be working through it,” 
said Denis Carmody, a 
truck driver for Cara-
magno who will deliver 
fish for six weeks to the 
St. Mary crew. 

“We depend on our 
fish fry volunteers and 
we are thankful they 
are embracing the call.”
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The Dreads had 
a great Senior Night 
against Tecumseh. 
Dexter won the meet 
131-25. The locals 

DEXTER BOYS
SWIMMING

SENIOR NIGHT 
A SUCCESS

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

won 12 events.
Matthew Resende 

had four firsts. The 
500 Free and part of 
all three winning re-
lays. Cole Warren 
won on diving.

Clayton Kinnard 
had a day winning on 
the 200-meter relay, 
the 50 free and 100 
back.

DEXTER BOYS
BASKETBALL

DEXTER 
BASKETBALL 

FALLS
By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

winning plays down 
the stretch. Dexter is 
a young team and that 
showed a bit tonight. 
They will continue to 
work and grow and 
look forward to learn-
ing from this one and 
getting back on the 
road Saturday vs Bed-
ford. Colin Parachek 
led the Dreads with 
13 points and 7 re-
bounds. Sophomore 
Evan Haroldson and 
senior Aidan Dex-
ter each had 9. Cal 
Bavineau with 7 as-
sists and is always 
solid on the defensive 
end. Final score 40-37 
Pinckney. Had a great 
look in transition off 
a missed free throw 
for Colin Parachek 
at the top of the key 
for a three to tie and 
the buzzer and it just 
rimmed out.

Tough road loss 
for Dexter. Again, 

their defense played 
very well. Hats off to 
Pinckney for battling 
back and making the 
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DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
WINTER SNOW, WHITE KNUCKLES, 
SHOVELING AND THREE'S COMPANY

Neil Snow? Truly 
one of the finest ath-
letes the state of Michi-
gan has ever produced. 
Snow, a Detroit Cen-
tral and University of 
Michigan graduate, 
was a three-sport star 
for the Wolverines in 
football, baseball and 
track and field. En-
shrined in the College 
Football Hall of Fame, 
Snow scored five touch-
downs leading Mich-
igan to a 49-0 victory 
over Stanford in the 
first-ever Rose Bowl 
in 1902. For his efforts, 
Snow was named Rose 
Bowl MVP. 

Chrissy Snow? 
Now, she was a look-
er. Blonde, bubbly 
and beautiful, Chrissy 
Snow was a charac-
ter played by actress 
Suzanne Somers in 
the television series 
"Three's Company," 
which ran for eight 
seasons on ABC from 
1977 through 1984. 
Growing up during 
those years, I had a 
crush on Somers and 
on her character Chris-
sy Snow. 

Winter Snow? 
Probably the biggest 
piece of... dirty winter 
snow this side of a polar 
bear's rear end. I used 
to like Winter Snow. 
Back when I liked 
Chrissy Snow, I liked 
Winter Snow. Back 
then snow was the best 
thing since a late-night 
toboggan run with my 
friends on "Dead Man's 
Hill." Back then for me, 
lots of snow canceled 
school. 

Those days are long 
gone. 

I can't stand snow 
anymore. 

I think I started de-
spising snow as soon 
as I had to drive in it. 
Before that time, snow 
was a magical, gor-
geous, fluffy and pris-
tine wonder. Back then, 
when I was young, 
snow was whimsical 
and fun. Now, as an 
adult, snow means has-
sle and stress. 

This past week, the 
area where I live re-
ceived about seven to 
eight inches of snow. It 
seems like all I've been 
doing this entire week 
is working, shoveling 
and sleeping -- in that 
order. I live on a cor-
ner and have about 800 
miles of sidewalk and 
driveway. And no, I 
don't have a snowblow-
er. I'm a grown man -- 
I shovel. My older sis-
ter uses a snowblower. 
Plus, I actually have to 
do most of my shovel-
ing (as quietly as possi-
ble) in the wee hours of 
the night since I don't 
return home from 
work until those hours. 
Using a snow blower at 
that time would wake 
the entire neighbor-
hood. And, of course, 
the grown man shovel-
ing thing. 

With all the snow 
this past week, I'm 
running out of plac-
es to put it. I have two 
mountains of snow 
over six-feet in height 
on either side of the 
bottom of my drive-
way. One more good 
snow and my "peaks" 
will reach Shaquille 
O'Neal height. And 
county plow driv-
ers, thank you so very 
much for the outstand-
ing and tireless work 
you put in clearing 
and salting our roads, 
but could you possibly 
refrain from building 
a three-foot high by 
three-foot wide snow 
barrier at the end of 
my driveway after each 
heavy snowfall? And, 
of course, the "bottom-
of-the-driveway-snow-
mound" always ap-
pears after I just spent 
hours shoveling and 
clearing my driveway.

I apologize for the 
salty (no pun intend-
ed -- sorta') column 
this week, but it's been 
a heck of a stretch 
recently for me win-
ter-wise. I have a job 
that requires me to 
drive all over the coun-
ty night after night. To 
say the least, it's been a 
"white-knuckle"-type 
drive multiple nights 
this past week. Cou-
pled with the shovel-
ing, this week has been 
exhausting. 

Hassle and stress. 
I yearn for the 

"whimsical and fun" 
snow of my youth. 

I see on the calen-
dar, spring is only four 

Suzanne Somers portrayed "Chrissy Snow" on the television series "Three's Company."

weeks or so away. Also, 
the weather forecast is 
for warmer tempera-
tures in the coming 
weeks. 

Of course, any-
one who has grown 
up in Michigan knows 
the calendar and 
the weather forecast 

during the winter are 
about as useful as a 
snow blower in the wee 
hours of the night. 

And to think I used 

to like Winter Snow. 
What was I think-

ing...
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Dread cheer began 
the season against some 
top competition. Dexter 

DEXTER CHEER
READY SET 

CHEER
By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

went Downriver for a 
cheer battle.

They finished third 
with 583.53 points.

Plymouth won the 

meet with 693.66 points. 
Woodhaven was second 
with 683.98 points.

Earlier in the week 
Dexter cheer went to 

Melvindale to face the 
Division 1 champs from 
Allen Park and the Gi-
braltar Carlson Ma-
rauders.
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in science and engi-
neering, and promote 
the public understand-
ing of science for the 
purpose of improving 
the human condition. 
The Science Teacher of 
the Year award, given 
since 1987, is intended 
to encourage all sci-
ence and math teach-
ers in our community 
by recognizing those 
who have given their 
best to inspire and edu-
cate. Nominations seek 
honorees who “excite, 
intrigue, and inspire 
the imagination and 
potential of their stu-
dents”. Candidates are 
recognized for their 
classroom excellence 
and related communi-
ty service.

Denise Dutch-
er has been a teacher 
for twenty-eight years 
– nineteen in Dexter 
and nine in Rochester 
Community Schools. 
She earned her B.A. 
degree in Elementary 
Education from Mich-
igan State University 
with a major in math 
and science and an 
M.A. in Educational 
Administration from 
MSU.

Ms. Dutcher has 
been a volunteer bee-
keeper for Creekside 
Intermediate for the 

Dexter’s Denise Dutcher 
Named Washtenaw County 
Sigma Xi Science Teacher of 

the Year

past six years, and 
has coordinated the 
Creekside Quiz Bowl 
for at least ten years. 
The beehives are tend-
ed by students as part 
of an afterschool club.

Creekside Prin-
cipal Tammy Reich 
commented, “We are 
thrilled that Denise 
was honored for her 
hard work and dedi-
cation to her students 
and the teaching pro-
fession. Mrs. Dutcher 
finds multiple ways to 
connect with her stu-
dents and has a passion 
for science that excites 

and motivates students 
to engage in learning.”

When asked her 
favorite thing about 
teaching science, De-
nise had this to say: “I 
love seeing the look on 
the kids' faces when 
they discover some-
thing in a microscope, 
engineer something 
really cool, or make a 
connection to some-
thing we've read or 
talked about. Kids are 
naturally curious and 
I love fostering that 
curiosity and sense of 
wonder.”

The Lady Dreads 
came away with three 
solid wins.

Dexter beat No-
tre Dame Prep 67-24. 
Sydney Pracek had 16 
points. Alana Babur 
had 12 points, Brianna 

DREADS WIN 
THREE

DEXTER GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Rodriguez and Kylee 
Niswonger each had 10 
points.

Dexter defeated 
Pickney 57-40. The lo-
cals led 10-9 after the 
first quarter and 30-22 
at the half.

The Lady Dreads 
outscored Pickney 27-

20 in the second half.
Babut and Pracek 

each had 13 points.
The Lady Dreads 

had no problem taking 
down Milford 40-16 on 
Tuesday night.

Lindsay Pnacek had 
10 points and Shannon 
Schoch had nine points.
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