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I arrived in the 
Zoom a few minutes 
late due to overlapping 
meetings on Saturday 
morning.  When I ar-
rived, Michelle Aniol 
was starting to present 
to the Council. 

Michelle gave a re-
view of the Scio Town-
ship masterplan draft.  
She discussed things 
the new plan is con-
templating.   Giving 
Dexter a heads up, pri-
or to when it’s required 
to by law  the act was 
a neighborly gesture.   
NW corner of Baker 
and I-94 in the review 

Dexter City Council 
Planning Meeting

process of a senior liv-
ing facility.   Scio is 
looking into a gateway 
sub-area; the left side 
of Baker Road.  It’s be-
ing called Gateway be-
cause Scio considers 
the development as a 
gateway to Dexter. Sub 
and mixed-use  PUD 
location is not served 
by public water and 
sewer. A private sur-
face water treatment 
system to serve devel-
opment.  Baker Rd will 
be more visible and 
traveled. More retail.  
Higher traffic volumes.  
Impact on downtown.  
Concern that down-
town businesses will 

look to relocate. The 
planning commission 
would like to engage 
the township in a joint 
partnership to look at 
this particular section 
of the masterplan and 
work together to work 
on it.  Concerns over 
Dexter PUDs not being 
able to actually utilize 
commercial space now.  
Paul Cousins brought 
up the look of Chel-
sea.  Lots of fast-food 
and business into Chel-
sea.  Paul does not like 
that look and wants to 
know what they mean. 
Is it going to be sub 
shops and Mcdonalds 

Jim Carson,  Pres-
ident of the Dexter 
Senior Center board, 
was on the Dexter 
Forum to provide the 
community with up-
dates on the status of 
the senior center.  To 
be clear, the Meals on 
Wheels program is up 
and running.  Thank-
fully, those people that 
cannot get out of the 
house are being served 
meals five days a week 
thanks to the dedi-

Dexter Forum 
Provides Updates 

From Senior Center
cated drivers and vol-
unteers. The Dexter 
Senior Center, unlike 
most senior centers, 
is 100% nonprofit and 
relies on the generosi-
ty and donations from 
the community.  Most 
senior centers are sup-
ported by public tax 
dollars.  When Covid 
hit, the seniors came 
through, paid their 
dues still and many 
offered donations to 
help out.   The City 
of Dexter, Webster 

The Dreads swim-
mers did a fantastic job 
on Saturday in Fenton.

In a tough quad 
they came out on top. 
They defeated Fenton 
91-83, Brother Rice 97-

DEXTER 
HAS A 

GREAT DAY 
AT QUAD

84 and Mason 131-22.
Clayton Kinnard 

took first in the 200 
yard IM and first in the 
100 yard free.

Cole Warren took 
home gold with a first 
in the diving with 
244.55 points. Leo 

Varitek was second in 
the 200 yard free.

The Dreads took 
second in 200 yard 
medley relay and the 
200 yard free relay. 
Dexter took third in 
the 400 free relay.
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leading into Dexter?  
Paul is concerned it’s 
just going to be strip 
malls and fast-food all 
into Dexter. He does 
not like how that looks.  
Concern about the sur-
face water treatment.  
Michelle brought up 
other subs that have 
done this in the past. 
Where is the discharge 
going?  Concern over 
the fact that its a pri-
vate, not public busi-
ness.  Concern for pro-
tecting the water and 
issues in Ann Arbor 
were brought up.  Con-
cerns of traffic connec-
tivity from Baker Rd 
via Dexter crossing.  
The Mayor suggested 
Michelle write up the 
concerns and present 
them to the Scio plan-
ning commission. Dex-
ter-Ann Arbor Rd will 
not have zoning chang-
es.   Michelle wants to 
get comments and over 
to the Planning Com-
mission next week.  

Discussion, move 
city offices was brought 

Dexter City Council 
Planning Meeting

up.  Justin Breyer 
brought draft lease 
agreements.  City staff 
needs were added to 
the packet. At the end 
of March, the ability to 
hold virtual meetings 
ends.  By April, there is 
a need for public space 
to hold meetings.  There 
are two options on the 
table for per meeting 
leases.  The flexibility 
offered seems prudent 
and needs to be an ac-
tion item quickly.  The 
significant difference 
is one has a sound sys-
tem and one does not. 
There is the potential 
to declare a state of 
emergency to continue 
Zoom meetings.  But, 
the city is working on a 
way to continue Zoom 
viewing for the public.  
Justin did reach out to 
the county administra-
tor to see if the county 
was planning on doing 
something to continue 
virtual meetings.  The 
county is waiting to see.  
The mayor would like 
to make a firm decision 
no matter what the city 

and county decide.  Wa 
agrees that a decision 
needs to be made.  

Justin discussed 
the current needs as-
sessment.  Options 
discussed at the last 
meeting are a lot more 
expensive than cur-
rent costs. Justin went 
over all the details of 
the potential space for 
the Council members 
to weigh and think 
over.  Due to the type 
of meeting that was 
held, no decisions were 
made.   Discussions 
and information were 
presented.  The Coun-
cil will make decisions 
on normally scheduled 
Council meetings.  A 
decision should be 
made regarding City 
meetings in the very 
near future.  It is a 
priority with the City 
Council. The Council 
members left the meet-
ing with plenty of in-
formation and numer-
ous decisions to make.  

From Felicia Mann
Chelsea State Bank 

is pleased to announce 
Vice President, Com-
mercial Lender Jim 
Wolfington has recent-

Jim Wolfington 
Receives Kiwanis 

Hixson Fellowship 
Award

ly received the Kiwan-
is Hixson Fellowship 
Award.

The Kiwanis Chil-
dren's Fund is an or-
ganization that helps 
kids around the world. 
Local clubs look out for 
their communities and 
the international orga-
nization takes on large-
scale challenges, such 
as fighting disease and 

poverty.
In 1983, the Ki-

wanis Children's Fund 
established the George 
F. Hixson Fellowship. 
Named for Kiwan-
is International’s first 
president, Hixson Fel-
lowships are awarded 
to donors who give US 
$1,000 or more to the 
Children's Fund. It’s 
a way of recognizing 

people who have con-
tributed significantly to 
Kiwanis’ history of gen-
erosity. 

“Jim is a brilliant 
commercial lender and 
an unassuming com-
munity advocate,” said 
Chelsea State Bank 
President and CEO 
Joanne Rau. “Jim ex-
emplifies everything 
this award is intended 
to recognize, particu-
larly his involvement 
in making our com-
munities a better place 
for our families to live 
and our businesses to 
thrive.”

Wolfington joined 
Chelsea State Bank as 
Vice President, Com-
mercial Lender in 2007. 
He began his banking 
career over 30 years 
ago at the Bank of 
Galesburg (now First 
Midwest Bank), Gales-
burg, Illinois. Moving 
to Michigan in 1988, 
Wolfington also worked 
as a commercial lender 
at National Bank of De-
troit (now Chase) and 
the Bank of Ann Arbor.

Earning his Bach-
elor of Arts degree in 
Economics from Knox 
College, Galesburg, Il-
linois, Wolfington also 
earned his Master of 
Business Administra-
tion in Finance from 
the University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, Iowa. 

Fondly called the 
“community banker” 
by his peers and fellow 

Kiwanians, it’s apparent 
by the time and energy 
Wolfington puts into 
the community he 
serves. Wolfington is 
well known for the 
work he does to help 
secure affordable 
housing in Washtenaw 
County. In 2018, he 
was the recipient of the 
Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Indianapolis 
(FHLBI) Community 
Spirt Award for his 
work in community 
housing, particularly 
with Avalon Housing. 
The Community Spirt 
Award is given annually 
to the top community 
banker in Michigan 
and Indiana combined.

Joining the Ann 
Arbor Kiwanis Club 
in 2004, Wolfington 
is an active Kiwanian 
evolving into the Sales 
Chair and sitting on the 
Investment Commit-
tee. He is also the trea-
surer of Lurie Terrace, 
an Ann Arbor senior 

apartment community, 
and serves on the Ann 
Arbor Community 
Board of Ele’s Place, a 
not-for-profit organiza-
tion to support grieving 
children. He former-
ly sat on the Boards of 
Directors at Michigan 
Ability Partners and 
the Humane Society of 
Huron Valley.

“It is an honor 
to receive this award 
from my fellow Kiwan-
ians,” said Chelsea State 
Bank Vice President, 
Commercial Lender 
Jim Wolfington. “Sup-
porting our communi-
ty is important to me. 
Kiwanis is an organi-
zation where we care 
about making a differ-
ence in our community, 
and we care about each 
other, too. It’s very re-
warding.” 

Born and raised 
in St. Louis, Missou-
ri, Wolfington and his 
husband now reside in 
Ann Arbor.
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Township, and Dexter 
Township often pro-
vide support as well.  
The Senior Center 
was the recipient of 
grants from the Ann 
Arbor Area Commu-
nity Foundation and 
The Dexter Commu-
nity Fund.   Dexter 
residents felt a collec-
tive shock when the 
director of the Senior 
Center was placed on 
furlough.  Sudden-
ly, the idea of losing 
this valuable service 
became an uncom-
fortable reality.   Jim 
explained the decision 
was a financially wise 
choice due to the in-
ability to host typical 
senior activities.  But 
that, as of now, the Se-
nior Center is finan-
cially okay.  However, 
the facilities challenge 
still exists.  The Center 
is currently working 
very hard to secure 
funding for the next 
year.  They welcome 
any community sup-
port available and it 
is needed.  Jason Ma-
ciejewski noted that 

Dexter Forum 
Provides 

Updates From 
Senior Center

the Dexter Meals on 
Wheels program is the 
only one he knows of 
in Wayne or Washt-
enaw County that 
provides meals five 
days a week to home-
bound residents.  This 
is a testament to the 
incredibly hard-work-
ing volunteers trying 
so hard to serve the 
most vulnerable in 
the community.  I am 
sure I speak for many 
members of the com-
munity when I express 
my gratitude for the 
service.  If you want to 
help the Senior Center 
meet financial goals 
for the upcoming year, 
I am certain the cen-
ter and its members 
would appreciate the 
support.  Donations 
can be sent to Dexter 
Senior Center 7720  
Ann Arbor St. Dexter, 
MI 48130.  The Center 
will provide the donor 
with a contribution re-
ceipt for tax purposes.  

Thanks to John 
Hansen for send-
ing out notes.   I had 
to leave for another 
meeting.  But John 

provided notes for the 
rest of the meeting.  
Just a point residents 
may want to know, it is 
legal to hunt coyotes, 
fox, and racoons at 
night using bait, whis-
tles, and laser sights as 
long as property own-
ers have given per-
mission.  So if you see 
armed people in the 
middle of the night, 
do not be needless-
ly alarmed, they may 
just  be hunting.  It 
happened to a forum 
participant at 2:30 am.  

The meeting 
wrapped with a dis-
appointing poll.  Most 
people in the meeting 
were still waiting for 
their Covid vaccine.  
Th next Zoom meet-
ing for the Dexter 
Forum will take place 
on Saturday Feb 20th.  
The meeting starts at 
8:30am but the Zoom 
will open slightly early 
for a time for neigh-
borly chatting.  To 
receive the link email 
John Hansen at Re-
pHansen@aol.com.

Dreads hockey 
coach Matt Bollinger 
is excited to finally get 
the season started this 
week.

The team  gradu-
ated 5 of 6 top scorers 

DEXTER 
HOCKEY IS 

BACK

DEXTER HOCKEY

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

from last year.
“We are still a  very 

veteran team with 7 
seniors and 7 juniors,” 
Bollinger said. “We will 
have first  year Senior 
goalie in net, Amanda 
Crundwell played AAA 
in Detroit.”

Joey Fracassi, Shay 
Ohtonen and Gabe 
Burke will be relied on 
for offensive produc-
tion.

Ryan Kniesteadt 
and Jonathon Rosevelt 
will anchor our D core.”

From: Jenny Van-
Daele

Express Employ-
ment Professionals 
of Ann Arbor is cel-
ebrating 23 associates 
being hired on within 
11 partnered compa-
nies for the month of 
January. 

Express Elite is 
the title awarded to 
the associates once 
they’ve been per-
manently hired in 
by Express’s partner 
clients. These associ-
ates started working 
under contract and 
through their excep-

Celebrating 
Careers 

with Express 
Employment 
Professionals

tional work ethic, 
attendance, and per-
formance, they were 
hired in directly after 
three months or less. 

Express Employ-
ment of Ann Arbor 
has worked tirelessly 
through the pandem-
ic to put people to 
work and help busi-
nesses in the commu-
nity continue to oper-
ate. For the month of 
January, Express has 
helped more than 160 
associates find work, 
and has helped over 
35 businesses contin-
ue with their oper-

ational needs in the 
Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, 
Saline and Manches-
ter area. 

Locally owned 
and operated, the 
Ann Arbor Express 
office is a franchise 
of Express Employ-
ment Professionals 
and is in the busi-
ness of people. From 
job seekers to client 
companies, Express 
helps people thrive 
and businesses grow. 
Providing localized 
staffing solutions to 
our community, Ex-
press Ann Arbor has 
employed over 35,000 
people throughout 
Greater Ann Arbor 
since 2014. For more 
information, visit 
JobsAnnArbor.com.
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Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734
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Coming 
Soon 

2021-2022 
Schedule 

of 
Events

Public Notice: Sheriff Clayton 
Announces Debt Forgiveness 

of Jail Accounts

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Sheriff, Jerry L. 
Clayton is asking for 
our community part-
ners and communi-
ty members to help 
spread the word to 
individuals who were 
incarcerated in the 
Washtenaw County 
Jail at anytime from 
January 1, 2013 to De-
cember 31, 2020. The 
Washtenaw County 
Sheriff ’s Office with 
support of the Washt-
enaw County Board 
of Commissioners, is 
formally announcing 
Sheriff Clayton’s de-
cision to forgive any 
and all outstanding 
jail debt for individu-
als who accrued that 
debt while incarcerat-
ed within the Washt-
enaw County Jail.

Under the State 
Correctional Facil-
ity Reimbursement 
Act, Sheriffs have the 
right to recover any 
and all monies that 
incarcerated individ-
uals owe as a result 
of their incarceration. 
The Sheriff ’s Office is 

committed to ensur-
ing that everyone in 
our custody receives 
appropriate care and 
is treated with dignity 
and respect. Each in-
dividual that is lodged 
in our facility for more 
than twenty-four 
hours receives a set of 
items free of charge 
that is intended to 
help meet their basic 
needs. Anyone need-
ing additional sup-
plies and services can 
purchase them from 
our Commissary or as 
part of our larger In-
carceration Services 
architecture. Individ-
uals that receive these 
items and services 
without the financial 
ability to pay, incur 
a debt. Historically, 
the WCSO has not 
aggressively pursued 
non-payment of this 
debt through credi-
tors or other means, 
but the debt held over 
someone can add to 
the stress associated 
with their day-to-day 
living.

“Our decision to 
eliminate this debt 
reflects our under-
standing of the stress 
and financial burden 
of incarceration,” said 
Jerry Clayton, Sheriff 
of Washtenaw Coun-
ty. “We know that as 

people leave our jail 
in hope of positioning 
themselves to be suc-
cessful upon return-
ing home, the burden 
of jail debt is an add-
ed negative factor that 
can undermine their 
attempt at reintegra-
tion and feed the cy-
cle of incarceration. 
We also know that 
incarceration can se-
riously compromise a 
person’s ability to gen-
erate income, leading 
to even more debt. 
It’s this absurd cycle, 
along with reincar-
ceration, that we are 
focused on.”

During a recent 
review of the debt 
owed since 2013, cor-
rections staff were 
able to identify 31,614 
individuals impact-
ed by a total debt of 
$509,888.

Relieving the bur-
den of debt for indi-
viduals impacts jail 
operations in several 
ways.

1. Without the 
debt, individuals are 
better positioned to 
meet their basic needs 
beyond what the jail 
provides. When basic 
needs are met, behav-
ior within the jail is 
improved.

This is a key con-
tributor to maintain-

ing safety for staff, 
volunteers, and incar-
cerated individuals.

2. Individuals 
with existing debt are 
reluctant to seek basic 
services, like seeing 
the doctor or visiting 
the dentist for fear of 
incurring addition-
al debt. This leads to 
more significant med-
ical and dental condi-
tions and may result 
in more expensive 
emergency care.

County taxpayers 
are financially obli-
gated to cover emer-
gency care and subse-
quently the budgetary 
impact on jail opera-
tions is significant.

3. Currently, if 
a family member of 
incarcerated individ-
uals deposits mon-
ey into an account 
where debt is owed, 
the amount deposited 
is seized and allocat-
ed towards the debt. 
This discourages fam-
ilies from financially 
supporting their in-
carcerated loved ones 
and in some cases is 
a barrier to family in-
volvement and reuni-
fication.

The WCSO has 
previously taken steps 
to reduce the cost of 
incarceration in sev-
eral ways. While some 

agencies negotiate for 
higher call rates to in-
crease commissions, 
we recognized the fi-
nancial burden that 
these rates place on 
friends and family. As 
a result, in 2018 we 
negotiated the follow-
ing reduction from 
2018 fees:

• Initial 2018 Fees
o $4.25 connec-

tion fee
o Local call rates 

.25 cents per minute
o Non-local calls 

were .30 cents per 
minute

• New Contract as 
of 2019

o Eliminated con-
nection fees entirely

o .21 cents per 
minute on all calls 
local or non-local

• In addition, 
during the first 2 
months of Covid-19 
we provided access to 
2 free 15 minute calls 
per week in order to 
stay in touch with 
family, friends, and 
counsel.

• Incarcerated in-
dividuals that do not 
have the means or 
support to purchase 
supplies are consid-
ered indigent. In 2019 
we both increased the 
monetary allocation 
for individuals that 
are indigent from $3 

to $5 per week and 
expanded the kinds 
of items they could 
purchase using those 
funds.

We are currently 
exploring changes to 
the following fees for 
services:

• Barber = $15.00
• Copies = (pa-

perwork for those in-
carcerated) .10 cents 
per copy

• Dentist = $10.00 
(Normal dental visit. 
Emergency care is 
provided separately)

• Doctor = $10.00 
(Normal Dr. visit. 
Emergency care is 
provided separately)

• Indigent Indi-
viduals = allowed 
$5.00/week effective 
last year. Prior to that 
it was

$3.50/week.
• Medical slips 

(over the counter 
meds) = .50 cents per 
dose.

• Nurse visits = 
$3.00

• Intake kits 
(items individuals 
receive above and be-
yond standard issued 
items) - $3.30 for 
hygiene kits / $2.30 
for stationary kits

• State booking 
fees = $12.00

Breakdown of ex-
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isting Booking Fees 
and Incarceration 
Services related debt 
owed since 2013:

• Booking Fees- 
17,198 individuals = 
291,318.52

• Barber – 743 
individuals = 
$21,729.68

• Copies – 26 in-
dividuals = $66.95

• Dentist – 311 in-
dividuals = $4,633.06

• Doctor – 
998 individuals = 
$17,398.67

• Indigent – 
2902 individuals = 

Public Notice: 
Sheriff Clayton 

Announces 
Debt 

Forgiveness of 
Jail Accounts

$73,560.46
• Medical slips – 

4583 individuals = 
$64,867.18

• Nurse visits – 
1622 individuals = 
$10,718.97

• Intake kits – 
3231 individuals = 
$25,594.51

What are the 
standard issued 
items?

When someone 
enters the Washten-
aw County jail they 
are given deodorant, 
a comb, soap, tooth 
brush, tooth paste, 
and a razor. Standard 

practice in many jails 
are limited to a bar 
of soap, deodorant, 
toothbrush, tooth-
paste and feminine 
hygiene products.

What is commis-
sary and how does it 
work?

Commissary is 
like the jail store 
where people can buy 
products and food. In 
order to use commis-
sary you must have 
money in your jail 
account. Often times 
family and friends de-
posit money so that 
their loved one can 
purchase supplies. If 
someone has current 
debt within the jail 
then the money sent 
by family is used to 
cover that existing 
debt. Anything left is 
then added to the in-
dividuals account.

Does debt impact 
someone's ability to 
post bond?

No. Debt incurred 
while you are incar-
cerated does not in 
any way impact your 
ability to post bond.

What debt is for-
given?

Any debt incurred 
while incarcerated 
within the Washten-
aw County Jail prior 
to January 1,

2021 has been for-
given.

“An educated and 
engaged community 
is our best partner” – 
Sheriff, Jerry L. Clay-
ton
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DEXTERDEXTER
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
SUPER BOWL, BRADY, PIZZA AND 

COMFY PANTS

Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady barks out signals during last Sunday's Super 
Bowl LV versus the Kansas City Chiefs. The Buccaneers defeated the Chiefs, 31-9. For Brady, 

the Super Bowl win was his seventh overall, which is an NFL record. 

Everything was per-
fect. 

I had my large pep-
peroni and sausage piz-
za ready.

I had an ice cold 
glass of pop nearby. 

I had my recliner 
inches from the TV. 

The blinds were 
closed. 

The doors were 
locked.

I was in my comfy, 
stretchy pants. 

Work was done.
Phone was in an-

other room, out of ear-
shot. 

It was go time. 
It was Super Bowl 

LV -- and I was all set to 
be entertained. 

Did I mention it 
was Super Bowl LV? 
And that I was in my 
comfy, stretchy pants? 
Anybody? Sadly, my 
preparation for the big 
game was the highlight 
of my night. 

Much to my disap-
pointment, last week's 
Super Bowl between 
the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers and the Kansas 
City Chiefs was a great, 
big dud. The entire pro-
duction from game, to 
halftime show, to the 
commercials was flatter 
than my hair after wear-
ing my winter wool hat 
and shoveling for an 
hour. 

I thought the Super 
Bowl commercials were 
supposed to be clever 
and funny. Maybe it's 
because I'm getting old-
er and I'm at the "Get 
off my lawn"-stage of 
life, that I didn't find a 
single Super Bowl com-
mercial funny or even 
memorable.

And I had heard 
of the Weeknd (yes, 
that's how he spells his 
name), but didn't re-
ally know much about 
him. The Weeknd was 
the halftime performer 
for Super Bowl LV last 
Sunday. He was solid, 
but did he realize he 
was performing at the 
Super Bowl? He looked 
as excited to be there as 
he might performing a 

set on the "Ellen" show. 
Was that maybe a taped 
replay of his perfor-
mance at the Grammy's 
or something? Where 
was the "wow factor?" 
I am far from an enter-
tainment-type of guy, 
but I was blown away 
by last year's Jennifer 
Lopez and Shakira Su-
per Bowl halftime show. 
And I couldn't name 
three songs from either 
singer if my life depend-
ed on it. But the energy 
and effort both Lopez 
and Shakira brought to 
their Super Bowl half-
time performance last 
year was palpable even 
for my tired, old self. 

I actually did en-
joy the game. It's foot-
ball, what's there not 
to like? Plus, I enjoyed 
watching all the players 
competing in the con-
test who grew up in the 
state of Michigan. There 
were actually quite a 
few on both teams. It's 
kinda' a thing for me. I 
enjoy following the ca-
reers of former Great 
Lakes State high school 
football standouts who 
go on to play college 
football and later sign 
NFL contracts. Plus, it's 
always enjoyable watch-
ing Tom Brady play the 
game of football. I'm 
not a huge fan of his, 
but with last Sunday's 
31-9 win by the Bucca-
neers over the Chiefs, 
Brady now has won 
seven Super Bowls and 
overall appeared in 10 
title games -- both NFL 
records. Those accom-
plishments deserve re-
spect. 

Anyhow, no mat-
ter what, last Sunday I 
was just glad to be eat-
ing pizza and watch-
ing football. I miss the 
sport already. Only two 
more months until the 
NFL draft. I can't wait. 
Yeah, that's how I roll.

Super Bowl LV.
Everything was per-

fect -- except it wasn't. 
I was lounging in 

my recliner.
I was devouring a 

pizza (it didn't stand a 
chance). 

Why was every-
thing so...blah. The Su-
per Bowl, the halftime 
show, the commercials 
-- I needed a nap after-
ward.

Good thing I was 
wearing my comfy, 
stretchy pants.

Did I mention 
that...? 
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From: Geoff Kim-
merly

Dear MHSAA 
Community,

The following 
items are updates and 
clarifications from 
the Feb. 4 MDHHS 
epidemic order and 
the MDHHS Interim 
Guidance for Athlet-
ics update published 
on Feb. 7.  The infor-
mation below applies 
to all winter high 
school and junior 
high/middle school 
athletics.

1. Spectators: The 
current MDHHS ep-
idemic order limits 
spectators in three 
ways.  In facilities 
with fixed seating of 
more than 10,000, the 
maximum number of 
spectators is 500.  In 
facilities with fixed 
seating of less than 
10,000, the maximum 
number of spectators 
is 250. If a facility has 
no fixed seating such 
as an ice rink with no 
bleachers, the maxi-
mum number of spec-
tators is 100.  Schools 
may limit spectators 
further (two-per-par-
ticipant as suggest-
ed by MDHHS) but 
the order defines the 
maximum number 
of spectators based 
on facility size and 
type of 500, 250 and 
100 individuals. Side-
line cheerleaders, 
dance team members 
and pompon squads 
would be consid-
ered participants if 
a school allows.  If a 
non-athletic support 
organization such as 
a pep band is allowed 
in a facility, all those 
individuals must be 
counted in the total 
number of specta-
tors. Remember that 
bowling and swim-
ming & diving spec-

MHSAA: Update on Winter 
Contact Sports Precautions

tator limits are 25% 
of the bowling center 
or bather limit capac-
ities. 

2 . C o n c e s s i o n s :  
The current MDH-
HS order states that 
consumption of food 
or beverages is per-
mitted only where 
patrons are seated 
and those groups of 
patrons are separated 
by at least six feet. The 
order goes on to state 
that no more than six 
patrons may be seat-
ed at a table and those 
groups of patrons 
cannot intermin-
gle. Based on this lan-
guage from the order, 
a concession stand 
may be open but must 
comply with these de-
tailed requirements.

3. Basketball:  All 
participants must 
wear masks at all 
times. Even if an in-
dividual receives a 
negative rapid or PCR 
test, a mask must still 
be worn during com-
petition.  If a student 
has a disability or 
medical situation that 
would not permit a 
mask to be worn, the 
student would need 
to obtain documenta-
tion of such disability 
or medical situation 
from a medical pro-
vider (MD, DO, PA, 
NP) AND complete 
a negative COVID 
test within 24 hours 
(rapid antigen test) or 
72 hours (PCR test) 
for each day of com-
petition and prac-
tice. Both items must 
be documented and 
paper copies shall be 
made available to all 
officials and oppo-
nents prior to each 
contest.

4. Competitive 
Cheer:  Competitive 
cheer is considered 
a non-contact sport 

under the current 
epidemic order and 
modifications have 
been made by the 
MHSAA to rules in 
eliminating the most 
high-risk maneuvers 
for 2020-21. Schools 
and coaches must 
follow the modifica-
tions provided in the 
MHSAA Return-to-
Play document. Note 
that there have been 
no reported issues 
by MHSAA mem-
ber cheer schools 
and Michigan college 
programs surveyed 
of face masks being a 
hindrance during fall 
and winter sessions. 
All participants must 
wear masks at all 
times in all competi-
tion rounds and prac-
tice sessions.  Even if 
an individual receives 
a negative rapid test, 
a mask must still be 
worn during com-
petition.  If a student 
has a disability or 
medical situation that 
would not permit a 
mask to be worn, the 
student would need 
to obtain documenta-
tion of such disability 
or medical situation 
from a medical pro-
vider (MD, DO, PA, 
NP) AND complete 
a negative COVID 
test within 24 hours 
(rapid antigen test) or 
72 hours (PCR test) 
for each day of com-
petition and prac-
tice. Both items must 
be documented and 
paper copies shall be 
made available to all 
officials and oppo-
nents prior to each 
contest.

5.        Ice Hock-
ey:  All participants 
must wear masks at 
all times.  Even if an 
individual receives a 
negative rapid or PCR 
test, a mask must still 

be worn during com-
petition.  If a student 
has a disability or 
medical situation that 
would not permit a 
mask to be worn, the 
student would need 
to obtain documenta-
tion of such disability 
or medical situation 
from a medical pro-
vider (MD, DO, PA, 
NP) AND complete 
a negative COVID 
test within 24 hours 
(rapid antigen test) or 
72 hours (PCR test) 
for each day of com-
petition and prac-
tice. Both items must 
be documented and 
paper copies shall be 
made available to all 
officials and oppo-
nents prior to each 
contest.

6. Wrestling:  All 

participants must 
have a negative rap-
id antigen test on ei-
ther the day before 
(done in conjunction 
with home weigh-in) 
or day of a meet or 
a negative PCR test 
within 72 hours of 
competition. All test-
ed wrestlers would be 
able to compete with-
out wearing a mask 
during the match; 
masks would be re-
quired of all individ-
uals at all other times 
during meets and 
practices. Schools will 
be able to order rapid 
tests from MDHHS 
tomorrow, Feb. 9, as 
an “order link” will 
be live at this page 
tomorrow:  https://
www.michigan.gov/ 
coronavirus/.   

7. Officials:  MH-
SAA officials in all 
winter sports are re-
quired to wear masks 
at all times, unless a 
medical exception 
applies. Under the 
current MDHHS or-
der, officials must 
have documentation 
from a medical pro-
vider (MD, DO, PA, 
NP) and provide that 
to the host school 
administrator upon 
arrival.  Local school 
districts may choose 
to only hire game offi-
cials who wear masks 
at all times.  If this is 
the case, schools must 
inform officials in ad-
vance of the contest 
in compliance with 
MHSAA cancellation 
policies.



Page 8Dexter Guardian February 12, 2021    



Page 9Dexter Guardian February 12, 2021    

From Dexter Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce

The last day of view-
ing for the Ice Sculp-
tures will be February 
13th. Our team will 
safely knock them over 
onto the grassy area. 
(Please still be cautious 
around these parts as 
always during this sea-

Last Day to View 
Ice Sculptures from 

Ice Fest
son.) 

Last year we had 34 
sponsors and this year 
we were able to achieve 
54! This is a great testi-
mate to the Chamber’s 
on-going events and a 
wonderful way to put 
the City of Dexter on 
the map to visit for 
many years to come. 
Thank you to our amaz-

ing Sponsors, everyone 
who has enjoyed them 
for the past few weeks, 
and a huge thank you to 
the Chambers Commit-
tee who organized the 
event. 

*Note: some sculp-
tures are tipping al-
ready, those will be 
knocked over to prevent 
any further harm.*

From Maggie Wise
American 1 Credit 

Union has announced 
their 2021 Scholarship 
Program applications 
are available, and ten 
high school seniors will 
each receive a $1,000 
scholarship to further 
their education.

American 1 offers 
scholarships through 
its annual Community 
Involvement Scholar-
ship Program, funded 
by American 1’s Skip-
a-Pay program. This 
program allows cred-
it union members to 
skip one month’s loan 
payment for $25, and 
a portion of the $25 fee 
funds the scholarship 
program.

This year surpass-
es the 200th scholar-
ship awarded since 
the program began in 
2004. After awarding 
the 2021 graduating se-
niors, American 1 will 
have given 208 schol-

American 
1 Credit 

Union 2021 
Scholarships 

Available
arships resulting in 
$208,000 total.

“I’m thrilled to 
cross the $200,000 
milestone with our 
scholarship program,” 
said Janelle Merritt, 
Vice President of Com-
munity Partnerships at 
American 1. “Educa-
tion is one of our key 
giving areas, and this 
program shows our on-
going support of edu-
cation and youth in our 
local communities.”

To apply for the 
need-based American 
1 Scholarship, the stu-
dent applicant must 
meet the following cri-
teria:

• Resides in Cal-
houn, Hillsdale, Jack-
son, Lenawee, Monroe, 
Washtenaw, or Wayne 
County

• Current senior in 
high school

• Looking to fur-
ther their education 
after they graduate, in-

cluding college degree 
or skills-based educa-
tion/certificate pro-
gram

Additionally, stu-
dents must write an 
essay on how further 
education will improve 
their personal life and 
their community.

For more informa-
tion about the Ameri-
can 1 Scholarship pro-
gram, please visit www.
a m e r i c a n 1 c u . o r g /
scholarships.

Established in 1950, 
American 1 Cred-
it Union today serves 
over 59,000 members 
with 16 branch loca-
tions across Jackson, 
Washtenaw, Hillsdale, 
Calhoun, Lenawee, 
and Wayne counties. 
American 1 is proud to 
serve the members of 
their communities by 
creating financial well-
ness through personal 
everyday banking.
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