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Last Friday, my 
daughter and I ven-
tured to the Dexter 
Historical Museum.  
We’ve been at home 
since March, not visit-
ing, not going to stores, 
not really going inside 
anywhere.  I was going 
to decide upon arrival 
if we would actually go 
in based on the num-
ber of visitors there.  
My stroke and other 
health conditions make 
me very high risk so 
I’m playing it as safe as 
possible.  Thankfully it 
was a stormy morning 
and when we arrived, 

Dexter Historical 
Museum

we were the only peo-
ple outside of staff.  I 
was excited to see the 
Suffrage Exhibit cur-
rently on display.  We’d 
attended events at the 
library and really en-
joyed learning about 
women obtaining the 
right to vote.  So I 
thought we’d enjoy this 
exhibit.  

I also wanted to 
learn about the current 
Bats in the Belfry initia-
tive. During the Dex-
ter Forum, I learned 
COVID-19 had forced 
the Dexter Historical 
Society to cancel sev-
eral events for the year.  
“Gordon Hall Days,” 

will not happen, and 
neither will the Gor-
dan Hall raffle. Unfor-
tunately, these events 
generate income for 
ongoing needs and 
without them, the 
Historical Society will 
have to work diligent-
ly to make ends meet. 
In addition to a loss 
of revenue, the Dexter 
Museum discovered a 
large problem with the 
building.  

The Historical Mu-
seum is housed in an 
old church, built in 
1883.  During a routine 
inspection, a large hole 
was discovered in the 

Dexter High School 
Graduation 2020

(Special Thank You 
to Hope Vestergaard & 
Karen Walls for pro-
viding information)

Photos By Karen Walls
On Sunday July 

12, DHS Class of 2020 
was finally granted an 
actual graduation cer-
emony. Spirits were 
high as the graduates 
and their families gath-
ered at Al Ritt Stadium 
to celebrate. Dr. Julie 
Schumaker, President of 
Board of Education gave 
the Welcome, Dr. Chris 
Timmis, Superinten-
dent of Dexter Schools, 
gave opening remarks, 
and principal of Dexter 
High School, Kit Moran 
provided special awards, 
introductions and thank 
you’s. There were four 
student speakers who 
gave speeches: Teaghan 
Holman, Quinn LaFon-
taine, Rose Reilly, and 
Simon Kim. 

Kit Moran, principal 
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From Michaelene Pawlak
Western-Washten-

aw Area Value Express 
(WAVE) has been pro-
viding affordable trans-
portation programs 
in Washtenaw County 
since 1976.  However, 
for the first time in its 
history, programs tem-
porarily closed in mid-
March when WAVE’s 
Board of Directors 
voted on a closure due 
to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.  Although ride 
programs were closed, 

WESTERN-WASHTENAW 
AREA VALUE EXPRESS 

(WAVE) ANNOUNCES THE 
JULY 13, 2020 REOPENING OF 

ALL RIDE PROGRAMS
b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s 
activities and Board 
advice continued to 
prepare for the safe 
reopening of all pro-
grams scheduled for 
Monday, July 13, 2020.

Riders will no-
tice several changes 
when entering buses 
and during the phone 
reservation process. 
Seating on buses will 
be limited to maintain 
social distancing stan-
dards.  Fare boxes have 
been installed so hand-
to-hand contact is min-
imal.  Plexiglas cockpits 
were fabricated and 
built by Rite-Tech En-
terprises, a local Chel-
sea business, which 
surround all driving 
stations.  Drivers were 

provided gloves, face 
masks and face shields 
to use while providing 
various levels of assis-
tance to passengers.  
Passengers will also be 
required to wear face 
coverings while travel-
ing on WAVE vehicles.

No fares will be 
charged from July 13, 
2020 through July 31, 
2020.  Normal fares will 
be required to ride as of 
August 1st.  $20 ride 
discount passes are still 
available and can be 
purchased from drivers 
or arranged through 
the mail by calling 
WAVE’s dispatch team 
at (734) 475-9494.  Pas-
sengers are asked to be 
prepared to pay fares 
with exact change to 
eliminate hand-to-
hand contact with driv-
ers.

WAVE would like 
to express our gratitude 
for local and state sup-
port and funding for 
Plexiglas cockpits to 
include:  the Chelsea 
Community Founda-
tion, the Chelsea Re-
tirement Community, 
the Chelsea Area Se-
nior Center, St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea Hospi-
tal and the Michigan 
Department of Trans-
portation for grant 
opportunities.  WAVE 
thanks also extend to 
residents and business-
es that donated cloth 
face masks for staff and 
the Ugly Dog Distillery 
for hand sanitizer.

WAVE Dispatch 
is now open for your 
reservations.  Please 
call (734) 475-9494 
Monday through Fri-
day from 8 am – 4:15 
pm to reserve rides or 
for more information 
about reopening pro-
grams.
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Savings in 
Dexter

For tickets and showtimes please visit: 
https://www.theencoretheatre.org/

or call 734-268-6200734

July 17, 2020    

DHS Graduation 2020 Student 
Speaker Speech

By Quinn LaFontaine
Avoiding norms 

or “breaking the sta-
tus quo,” like the great 
Troy Bolton once said, 
is something we as a 
class have sought to 
achieve. Unlike Troy 
Bolton, we know our 
four years here haven't 
exactly been a Disney 
High School Musical. 
But I can say break-
ing the status quo and 
each of us and finding 
out who we are meant 
to be has been OUR 
Dexter High School 
experience.

Beginning fresh-
man year was terrify-
ing. I had two older 
siblings who had al-
ready finished at DHS 
before I began so I 
grew up around the 
high school.

I was confident 
and ready to rule 
the school! I was the 
definition of a dumb 
freshman. We quick-
ly found our place in 
the pecking order and 
mostly stuck to our-
selves. We loved the 
independence of high 
school, but we stayed 
within our comfort 
zone.

During Sopho-
more year, we con-
formed to the norm to 

Breaking the Status Quo
fit in. Gossip, boy-dra-
ma, girl-drama, the 
“sophomore slump,” 
we had it all. We cu-
rated our social me-
dia presence, jumped 
friend groups, and 
sometimes regretted  
the friends we’d left 
behind. We wanted to 
look like we belonged.

By second semes-
ter I gained some in-
sight in a class called 
world lit and speech. 
We were taught that 
we each have a voice 
and if we have some-
thing to say we need to 
say it. We also learned 
about listening. To 
take in what someone 
is saying and respond 
without comparing 
your own experienc-
es to theirs or react-
ing quickly without 
thought. Absorb, un-
derstand, think, then 
respond. Thank you 
Mrs. McDonnough 
for teaching so many 
of us these skills. As 
young people in a so-
ciety filled with many 
social media plat-
forms, we need to use 
this for good. Use it to 
talk and inform oth-
ers about what you 
believe in. Don’t use 
it to argue or shame 
others but to under-

stand and to listen. It 
is our turn to make 
change and we are in 
such a great position, 
as young people, to 
change the world for 
the better and I hope 
that excites you as 
much as it excites me. 
Many of you may not 
have found your voice 
in your four years at 
Dexter but I prom-
ise you, you have one 
and I urge you as you 
move forward to use 
it. Sophomore year 
taught us that.

We entered Junior 
year with confidence. 
We were finally Up-
perclassmen!

We were not try-
ing to follow a norm, 
we were trying to 
create it. Gone was 
worrying what oth-
ers thought of us, we 
loved our friends, we 
won the pep rally, and 
the football team ad-
vanced to the playoffs.

But discomfort 
crept back in. We 
were overwhelmed 
with difficult class-
es, extracurriculars, 
and the S.A.T. With 
college applications 
around the corner we 
experienced stress, 
pressure, and some 
sadness but our per-

sistence led us to great 
success because we 
had definitely left our 
comfort zones and we 
were different in the 
best way.

We came into Se-
nior year loving every 
minute but already 
counting down the 
days! It was our turn 
to rule the school but 
that no longer mat-
tered.

We were more in-
terested in planning 
next year, cheering on 
our incredible foot-
ball team, and making 
those final memories 
in the halls of DHS. 
Instead of ruling we 
were ready to mentor.

We are better lead-
ers, better students, 
and better people 
than we were when 
we first came here, but 
The biggest lesson of 
senior year was about 
to be learned. We had 
to accept that things 
do not always go as 
planned. We were 
thrown a curveball. 
we are disappointed, 
and we feel let down.

Despite this, one 
of the greatest things 
we accomplished this 
year was to check in 
on a friend, set up a 
zoom call, reach out 

through social media 
and even play a video 
game to stay connect-
ed and be supportive 
of one another.

No one has had a 
senior year like ours, 
we are unique and 
that comfort zone has 
been obliterated, but 
we have made it!

As we leave DHS 
behind, moving out 
into the world, I en-
courage you to take 
the lessons we’ve 
learned here with you.

Whether you are 
headed to school, 
taking a gap year, or 
starting a new job, the 
beginning may feel 
terrifying once again. 
We may not see where 
we fit in. But we’ve 
been there before. We 
will meet new people 
and find our spot.

We won’t just go 
along to get along. We 
will use our voice to 
educate and

tell the world 
about what we believe 
in. But we will also be 
willing to listen.

We may find our-
selves under incredi-
ble pressures again but 
we’ve worked through 
the hard before, and 
have excelled beauti-
fully in spite of it. . We 

can do that.
We’ll become great 

at what we do and will 
mentor others so they 
can be great too.

We will recognize 
that when our plan 
doesn’t go as expect-
ed, it is not an ending. 
It’s a beginning.

I’d like to thank 
our Administrators, 
staff and our teach-
ers at DHS. You have 
taught, encouraged, 
inspired and looked 
after us. We sincerely 
appreciate you for it.

And as for you, the 
class of 2020, to quote 
the great Troy Bolton 
one more time, “Be a 
jock who can whip up 
a mean creme brulee 
or a brainiac that can 
break it down on the 
dance floor.” I encour-
age you to continue to 
step out of your com-
fort zone and break 
the status quo. I am 
proud to be part of 
such a special class 
and I cannot wait to 
see what you all will 
do in the future. And 
never forget once a 
dreadnaught, always a 
dreadnaught.

Congratulations, 
Dexter High School, 
Class of 2020!
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 ➢ continued from page 1
of DHS left the class of 
2020 with these words: 
“The Dexter commu-
nity is very proud of all 
of you. We will miss you 
terribly but it is time for 
you to move on to the 
next step in your lives. 
There are thousands 
of moments from your 
high school career we 
will never forget. Good 
luck class of 2020!”

Dr. Chris Timmis 
had these remarks for 
the DHS graduating 
class of 2020: “On be-
half of Dexter Commu-
nity Schools, we are all 
so blessed to have this 
opportunity to recog-
nize the Class of 2020 
and celebrate your grad-
uation.

The Class of 2020 
has been chosen to lead.  
The pandemic that end-
ed your school year early 
and that has gripped our 

Dexter High School 
Graduation 2020

country combined with 
the social and political 
unrest that has perme-
ated throughout our na-
tion are a message to all 
of you.  You were chosen 
to lead.   You were cho-
sen to help each other, 
help our country, and 
lead our world to work 
together for the better-
ment of everyone.   You 
were chosen to lead the 
change that will result 
from the circumstances 
we all find ourselves in 
as we sit at Al Ritt Sta-
dium, wearing masks, 
with limited family 
present, and adapting 
to the landscape we are 
working within.   You 
have been chosen to 
Lead.  

Every leader has one 
experience in their lives 
where they were put 
into a situation where it 
was their turn to “step 
up.”   This is your mo-

ment.
I’ve had the won-

derful opportunity to 
watch you grow up 
through our schools 
and to see you gradu-
ate today.  Knowing you 
as students, as young 
adults, and as people, I 
firmly believe you are 
the group of leaders we 
have all been waiting 
for who will grab ahold 
of this opportunity and 
make your positive im-
pact on this world.  

Thank you for all 
you’ve done for Dexter 
Community Schools, 
all you’ve done for each 
other, and...thinking 
ahead..thank you for 
all you will do after you 
walk across this stage to 
become leaders in this 
world.

C ong r atu l at i ons 
and forever, Go Dreads!”  
Congrats again to DHS 
Class of 2020.
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The 49th Dexter 
Daze was cancelled 
due to the refusal of the 
Dexter City Council 
to approve our permit 
request. This was done 
after a modified plan 
was submitted and 
without any opportu-
nity to make further 
modifications. We had 
no choice but to cancel 
the event. We recent-
ly found out that the 
City Council is willing 
to approve fundrais-
ing events within the 
City and specifically at 
Monument Park.

We are very excited 
to report that the Dex-

A message from the 
Dexter Daze Committee:

ter Daze Committee 
has submitted a new 
park use permit to the 
City for their approv-
al. Since we were not 
approved to hold the 
49th Dexter Daze, and 
since we use each year’s 
event to help cover the 
normal expenses of the 
Dexter Daze Festival, 
i.e. insurance, we are 
requesting that the City 
and the City Council 
approve a very small 
fundraising event so 
that we will be able to 
hold a spectacular 50th 
Dexter Daze in August, 
2021.

Please stay tuned 

as we await the deci-
sion of the City Coun-
cil. We have modified 
our request to fit the 
same parameters of 
other events that have 
already been approved, 
so we are confident 
that our effort will be 
successful. The plan is 
to hold this fundrais-
ing event on Saturday, 
August 15 from 10-4 
in Monument Park. 
We look forward to 
seeing all friends of 
Dexter Daze come 
out as a show of sup-
port for this well-loved 
community event. 
Thank you so much

The Dexter Board 
of Education held a 
special meeting to ap-
point a board member 
to fill the vacancy left 
by Ron Darr.  The three 
candidates were the top 
of the candidates from 
the position Jason Gold 
filled. Melanie Szawara, 
Elise Bruderly, and 
Brian Arnold were the 
top candidates invited 
back. Each candidate 
was given the oppor-
tunity to introduce 
themselves.  After the 
introductions, each 
board member had the 
opportunity to ask the 
candidates questions. 

Once the first 
round was complete 
board members voted 
for their top two can-

Dexter Board of Education Selects Elise Bruderly to Fill Vacancy
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

didates.  Elise Bruder-
ly was in every board 
member’s top two.  It 
was clear, there was 
board agreement with 
Elise. Round two each 
board member had the 
opportunity to discuss 
positives about the can-
didates.  Most board 
members remarked at 
the high quality of all 
candidates and how 
any of them would 
make great additions to 
the School Board.  Elise 
seemed to stand out 
due to her work with 
E4DS and her under-
standing of the school 
budget process, which 
during the uncertainty 
of today, will be very 
important in decision 
making. The board 
unanimously voted for 
Elise after the second 

round and decided to 
select her for the open 
School Board position. 

The regular Board 
meeting opened at 7 pm 
over zoom. The board 
needed to elect officers.  
Julie Schumaker was 
elected as Board Pres-
ident.  Mara Greatorex 
Vice President, Daryl 
Kipke Secretary, and 
Dick Lundy Treasurer.  

Scott Eldridge, an 
attorney from Miller 
Canfield provided an 
overview of The Open 
Meetings Act and an-
swered questions.  
There were questions of 
whether or not board 
members in social me-
dia groups would be 
considered a quorum.  
The problem when 
four members of the 
board are present and 

a board member dis-
cusses board business 
on the platform, that 
becomes a problem for 
the open meetings act. 
There seemed to be 
hair-splitting on intent 
and what is legal.  But 
the attorney advised 
board members err on 
the side of safety.  

Sup e r i nt e n d e nt 
Timmis let everyone 
know that the closing 
sale of Copeland docs 
has been signed and 
sent.  He spoke on how 
wonderful the com-
mencement for the 
class of 2020 went. He 
discussed the return to 
school roadmap.  Plan-
ning officially begins 
next week, although 
Dr. Timmis and staff 
have been working on 
ways to open the school 

in the fall all summer.  
He did add that there 
will be a fully online 
option for parents that 
want the option.  A 
staff member has been 
trained in contact trac-
ing.  Some challenges 
include lunches, and 
that every class must 
be cleaned after class-
es change, which will 
be particularly tough 
in the high school set-
ting.   There must be 
board approval prior 
to implementation.  So 
the plans will be before 
the board, likely in ear-
ly August.

The president re-
quested more civil 
discourse online.  She 
mentioned that the 
Board consists of sev-
en community mem-
bers, and suggested the 

Board behave in ways 
we ask children to be-
have in a debate. 

The board voted to 
approve regular busi-
ness such as banking 
and the MHSAA so 
that Dexter can at-
tend state and regional 
meets in sports.  It also 
approved virtual cours-
es for trustees to take 
over the summer.  

The meeting 
wrapped after 3 hours 
with a new Board 
member and hopefully, 
a better understanding 
of the open meetings 
act as it applies to social 
media. Congratula-
tions to Elise Bruderly.  
All three top- candi-
dates are running for a 
position in the Novem-
ber election.
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DHS Graduation 2020 Student 
Speaker Speech

By Simon Kim
You know it's been 

a crazy year when u 
have to rewrite your 
speech 4 different 
times to make sure it 
stays relevant.

So I'm sorry if i 
fail to address any 
recent events in this 
speech I just can’t see 
this year getting too 
much crazier.

Knock on wood.
So Hi, my name is 

Simon Kim.
I am here repre-

senting the students of 
Dexter High School.

First of all I'd like 
to thank my parents 
from the bottom of 
my heart.

Without them I 
would not be here and 
I love you guys.

And of course that 
doesn’t just go for my 
parents, but to all the 
parents and adults 
who have supported 
these fine students 
that will go on and 
no doubt, do amazing 
things.

Thank you faculty. 
As the support system 
here in Dexter is ab-
solutely incredible.

In addition, I'd 
like to acknowledge 
the single parents 
here. Those who had 
to raise their children 
through hell and back, 
I applaud u. I believe 
that single parents are 
the strongest people 
on this planet.

Do you guys re-
member when we got 
our computer logins?

I vividly remem-
ber being confused at 
why they all started 
with the number 20.

Our teachers told 
us that it was the year 
we would graduate.

Back then 2020 
seemed like a lifetime 
away. Well, here we 
are.

Leading with Compassion
And it would be a 

vast understatement 
to say that we have 
been through a lot.

But we made it.
Looking back on 

my years at Dexter 
Community Schools, 
I’d think that I’ve 
learned a little bit.

I learned that the 
mitochondria is the 
powerhouse of the 
cell.

I learned how to 
integrate by parts.

And I even 
learned to brace the 
core and rip the floor.

Shoutout to coach 
Whittaker and the 
Iron Dread Program.

But, some of the 
most important les-
sons I’ve learned in 
Dexter are things that 
transcend the class-
room.

Since I was young 
my father constantly 
told me to be worthy 
of my advantages.

I will admit, he re-
peated this often and 
it did get annoying, 
but last year I finally 
understood how im-
portant it was to re-
flect on the advantag-
es that you are born 
with.

I know we all have 
our own unique chal-
lenges and struggles, 
but in Dexter, we are 
generally known as 
being fairly middle 
class and fortunate.

And while we are 
all born into different 
circumstances with 
different ideologies 
and political views.

It is beyond im-
portant to lead with 
compassion

A lot of times it's 
easy to ignore the 
problems of others 
because it is rarely 
something we have to 
face in our own lives.

We hear about 

global crises and just 
scroll on.

We hear that par-
ents have to fear for 
their children's safety 
at the hands of those 
who have sworn to 
protect them because 
of the color of their 
skin.

By the end of my 
speech a child will die 
of preventable causes 
in Yemen.

And the only 
thing separating you 
and that child,

The only thing 
separating that per-
son from your son or 
daughter graduating 
here today, is luck.

A random roll of a 
dice landed us here.

My point isn’t to 
compare or belittle 
our own problems, 
but it’s to realize that 
a lot of the advantag-
es that we have aren’t 
earned.

So we have to be 
worthy of our advan-
tages.

Remember that 
talent is spread equal-
ly across the globe, 
but opportunity isn’t..

Every single one 
of the faculty here to-
day, every single par-
ent and member of 
the community here 
has worked hard these 
last 12 years to make 
sure you get a quality 
education.

So do not waste 
that education.

Class of 2020 I 
stand here before you 
to tell you that we can 
truly make a differ-
ence.

Right now, all you 
need to change the 
world is this (phone).

Really think about 
that we can make the 
world shift on its axis, 
using a device that we 
can hold in our palms, 
not enough people are 

realizing this.
For the first time 

ever, every single per-
son here can make 
their voice be heard.

Nothing is impos-
sible anymore,

So go chase that 
dream, create art, 
make movies, make 
music, build the next 
amazon, or the next 
great nonprofit.

Use your voice 
to speak up against 
inequality, or to pro-
mote equal love for 
all.

But most impor-
tantly use your voice 
to

Have civil dis-
course with those that 
you disagree with and 
educate and change 
hearts.

As Steve Jobs once 
said.

Life can be so 
much broader, once 
you discover one 
simple fact, and that 
is that everything 
around you that you 
call 'life' was made up 
by people who were 
no smarter than you. 
And you can change 
it, you can influence 
it, you can build your 
own things that other 

people can use.
And as I close off, 

I'd like to leave you 
with this poem-thing 
I wrote, I don't know 
what to call it, but I 
write these sometimes 
and I thought it was 
appropriate.

You are.
A vessel of infinite 

potential and there is 
nothing stopping you 
from doing anything.

But yourself.
Your own doubts 

consume the very 
thought of taking that 
leap

And that light of 
potential begins to 
waver.

You begin to close 
yourself off in a box

With walls closing 
in.

But there is no 
box. The walls aren’t 
closing in Despite 
what people say

The average lifes-
pan of a human is 79 
years.

79 years and 
you're gone.

Whether you be-
lieve in God, a higher 
power, or not

Nothing is guar-
anteed.

So why create a 

box to live in, why 
care about comfort, 
when you only have 
79 years.

79 years to change 
the world.

You have the pow-
er of all human histo-
ry combined within 
your iphone.

Imagine what Da-
vinci would create 
with modern technol-
ogy.

Image what Ein-
stein could invent.

All that power 
within the palm of 
your hand.

79 years, to change 
the world.

I’m in.
Are you?
Class of 2020,
we have been giv-

en the gift of being 
born in these circum-
stances.

So go forth with 
compassion and mo-
tivation.

And while 2020 
has lacked in good 
vibes, let’s do our best 
to enjoy these last few 
months together.

Thank you.
And Keep It 

Wholesome.
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DHS Graduation 2020 Student 
Speaker Speech

Use this Time for Good
By Rose Reilly

Hello everyone, to-
day, we are graduating 
and moving forward, 
though I know that 
many of us may feel like 
we are floating, without 
any kind of certainty 
about what the future 
holds. Our graduating 
class is forced to imag-
ine our own uncertain 
futures in the midst of 
a world in chaos.

It is probably naive 
to say that sometime 
soon, everything is 
just going to go back to 
normal. This cataclys-
mic world event will 
change the way that we 
live for a long time.

Things will be dif-
ferent and we will have 
to adapt, but I believe 
that we have what it 
takes to make adap-
tations and create the 
new norms.

In times of crisis, 
it's not all about an-
swers, but about asking 
the right questions. So 
class of 2020--let's start 
asking those questions.

Let's allow quaran-
tine to be an opportu-
nity for introspection. 
Let's allow the solitude 
to highlight what we 
truly value. Let's allow 
this to be a time of per-
sonal development.

We are at a very 
important crossroads 
in our lives where we 
will be asked, more 
and more, to make de-
cisions that will shape 
our lives for years to 
come.

Could there be a 
better time to pause 
and assess what we 
are really passionate 
about?

When consider-
ing the work we can 
do to better the world, 
looking at the activi-
ties that we maintain, 
without external pres-
sure, during quarantine 
gives us an excellent 
window into those true 
passions.

I am sure many of 
you are thinking: “I 
have been spending a 
lot of time in

bed, how does that 
translate to a passion?”

Yeah, I have been 
spending plenty of time 
in bed too, but let’s look 
at the things we have 
been doing in our cozy 
spots: I know I have 
been reading books 
about politics and get-
ting back to writing for 
enjoyment. Maybe you 
have been pursuing 
creative projects, read-
ing some interesting 
books, or learning how 
to use some new tech-
nology….wait. I think 
we all may have been 
forced to do that, like it 
or not. Who knew the 
“z” in Gen Z stood for 
Zoom?

Whatever the ac-
tivity, we all need to 
take some time to 
pause and think about 
what attracts us to it. 
We should seek un-
derstanding about 
what we want to do, 
but most importantly, 
ask ourselves why we 
want to do it. Under-
standing our personal 

motivations, unique 
capabilities, and values 
can help us each to be 
more successful in all 
our pursuits, and in the 
long run, make us hap-
pier.

I know we hav-
en't been in school for 
a while now, but you 
may remember this 
one from class: Psy-
chologist Abraham 
Maslow created a mod-
el called the Hierarchy 
of Needs in 1943 to 
describe the stages a 
human must progress 
through to lead a hap-
py and healthy life. The 
final stage is known 
as self-actualization. 
Maslow characteriz-
es this stage as a “ de-
sire to become more 
and more what one is, 
to become everything 
that one is capable of 
becoming.”

This theory shows 
the importance of be-
coming our true selves 
to achieve true happi-
ness, but how do we do 
this if we are not quite 

sure who we are yet?
Chances are that 

we will never have a 
full view of who we are 
meant to be and what 
we are meant to do, 
especially not at the 
end of this pandemic, 
or even in the next 30 
years.

Instead, being re-
flective on our choices 
and how they fit with 
the person we want to 
become and the kind of 
life we want to lead can 
provide the stepping 
stones to self-actualiza-
tion and fulfillment.

So as we create new 
routines to replace our 
old ones, I challenge us 
all to include a moment 
for introspection into 
every day. Maybe you 
take a walk in nature, 
maybe you watch an in-
terview with someone 
who inspires you and 
reflect on the qualities 
you admire in them, or 
maybe you just think 
about one thing that 
made you feel fulfilled 
each day before you go 

to sleep at night.
By taking these 

small steps, we all have 
the power to use this 
time of chaos as a time 
of self-discovery, as 
we prepare to take this 
leap from high school 
student to whatever life 
has in store for us next.

We have the time 
now to think on the 
important questions of 
who we are and what 
we are meant to do. But 
remember that these 
answers won't come 
fast, and certainly not 
in their entirety. To 
approach that, I think 
the Tao Te Ching asks 
a very important ques-
tion: “Do you have the 
patience to wait till 
your mud settles and 
the water is clear?”

Now that our as-
signments are done 
and tests have been 
taken, we have the time 
to turn that attention 
inward, let the mud set-
tle, and ask ourselves, 
what’s next.

Adversity Doesn’t Simply 
Build Character, It Reveals It

By Teaghan Holman
Hi everyone and 

welcome. I am beyond 
honored to have the 
opportunity to address 
you all today. The great 
Charles Dickens once 
wrote, “It was the best 
of times, it was the 
worst of times.”

While his words 
were written to de-
scribe the tumultuous 
environment of the 
French Revolution, the 
sentiment still rings 
true today. Over these 
13 years we’ve been 
together, we’ve shared 
so many joyful experi-
ences, from parking lot 
water fights to prom at 
the Big House. But we 
have also weathered 
some of the most dif-
ficult times: a torna-
do, Dexter bears, and 
the new carpeting in 
the high school. Yet 
we have survived and 
thrived through all of 
this.

Many people say 
our generation is 
“cursed;” cursed by 
9/11, cursed by a dying 
planet, cursed by an 
unprecedented glob-
al pandemic. Though 
these atrocities may 
align with some of the 
great milestones in 
our lives, we must re-
member that they do 
not define us. It may 

feel like we are living 
in a constant state of 
turmoil, but it is this 
disorder that gives 
us purpose. How we 
handle adversity and 
respond to it is what 
exposes our true char-
acter. The world needs 
our resilience more 
than ever before.

It is our ability to 
thrive in the face of di-
saster that makes our 
generation so neces-
sary and influential.

If we have learned 
anything from binging 
Tiger King all in one 
day during quaran-
tine, it is that nothing 
is impossible. It is safe 
to say that our senior 
year was not a typi-
cal one. It was heart-
breaking to learn the 
longstanding tradi-
tions enjoyed by each 
Dexter High School 
graduating class would 
not be enjoyed by the 
class of 2020. No se-
nior survivor, spring 
sports, senior break-
fasts, or skip days. For 
most of us, we didn’t 
even realize that when 
we left the high school 
on March 13th, it 
would be the last time 
we ever walked out. It 
would have been easy 
for us to just give up 
and leave our senior 
year unfinished. But 

that is not how our 
class has ever handled 
adversity. Instead, we 
created new traditions, 
traditions that will 
be traced back to the 
class of 2020 for years 
to come.

It is evident that 
over the past 4 years, 
we have adapted to 
the changing world 
around us, finding the 
silver lining even in 
the darkest of times. 
And while most of us 
thought that senior-
itis would be the im-
pending disease we 
would face at the end 
of our high school ca-
reers, the world had 
other plans. Our leg-
acies, however, will be 
more than just Zoom 
classes, stay at home 
orders, and social dis-
tancing. While these 
experiences will be re-
membered, our legacy 
will ultimately be our 
continued strength 
and unity, regardless 
of the circumstances. 
We will come out on 
the other side of this 
more prepared and 
more to face the chal-
lenges ahead.

I am proud that 
you will be the peo-
ple I think of when I 
look back on my high 
school experience. I 
cannot wait to watch 

every single one of 
you change the world 
in your own unique 
way. We have grown 
up together, learned 
together, and, most 
importantly, overcome 

adversity together. I 
know in my heart that 
as we take the next 
steps into our careers 
and beyond, we will 
continue to work to-
gether to turn what 

may seem like the 
worst of times, into 
some of the best we’ve 
ever had. Thank you 
and Go Dreads!

 ➢ continued from page 1

Dexter Historical 
Museum

Belfry.  And yes, there 
are now bats residing 
there.  This is an urgent 
matter.  Without repair, 
there is a risk of water 
damage and bat drop-
pings to the historical 
collection housed in 
the building.  

The Historical So-
ciety is currently trying 
to raise ten thousand 
dollars by labor day to 
cover the cost of repairs 
and protect the collec-
tion.  Due to a generous 
matching gift, every 
dollar you donate will 
equal two.  Donations 
can be made online at 
dexterhistory.org un-
der the section: Bats in 
the Belfry.  Checks can 
be mailed to Dexter 
Area Historical Society, 
3443 Inverness, Dexter, 
MI 48130. Mark Bats in 
The Belfry in the memo 

line.  Any donation of 
over fifty dollars will 
receive a surprise gift.  

My daughter and 
I collected the infor-
mation and continued 
through the muse-
um. The exhibit was 
about local women 
that worked outside 
the home when wom-
en received the right 
to vote. Hat makers, 
a barbershop owner, 
blacksmith, and tele-
phone operator were 
among some of the 
careers.  It was inter-
esting to learn about 
the forward-thinking 
women in Dexter at the 
time.  My daughter was 
enthralled by the old 
toys.  The dollhouses 
and dolls.  She was very 
excited to see it all.  She 
also really liked the old 
carriage.  

Next, we headed to 

the basement, which 
was a showstopper for 
my daughter.  The row 
of school desks was 
very exciting to see, as 
she’s hopefully start-
ing kindergarten in the 
Fall, and the train room 
was magical.  Once we 
were done and ready 
to leave, my daughter 
was given a conductor 
hat, which made her 
incredibly happy.  

As a mom, who's 
been trapped inside 
for months, this vis-
it was wonderful.  It 
was educational, safe, 
and brought joy to my 
daughter.  I encourage 
you to take your chil-
dren and visit.  The 
museum is open Fri-
day and Saturday from 
1pm-3pm.  No more 
than ten visitors inside 
at once, and obviously 
masks are required.
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