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From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing

Chelsea Education 
Foundation (CEF) is 
proud to introduce the 
newly-founded Chel-
sea Alumni Associa-
tion (CAA). CAA is a 
committee of CEF, led 
by a group of volunteer 
alumni. CAA's mission 
is to create avenues 
for Chelsea alumni to 

Chelsea Alumni Association 
Kickoff at Chelsea High 

School Homecoming 
October 7, 2022

CHS alumni and supporters gather at last 
year’s Homecoming game. Photo of Happy 

CEF Volunteers - Photos courtesy CEF

Chelsea District Library 
Exceeds Mobile CDL 
Fundraising Goals!

Story on page 7.

Like the rest of the 

Chelsea Mops returns 
with an Expanded Reach

world, Chelsea Mops 
was forced to pause 
during the pandemic.   It 

did not restart last year.    
Though getting off to a 
late start, the Chelsea 

MOPS leadership team 
is meeting and getting 
 continued on page 5
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From: Mark Benjamin 
owner and designer 
of Bestmaze  mark@
bestmaze.com  

After 22 years of 
operation along I-96 in 
Williamston, Bestmaze 
will cease to exist after 
this season.   A $550 
million pipeline project 
going from Chelsea to 
Ovid will cross the farm 
in 2023 and take out the 
maze’s parking lot.  A 14 
feet wide by 8 feet deep 
trench will cut a mile 
long gash through the 
owners farm to install 
the new 36” diameter 
pipe and make opera-
tion of maze impractical 
for 2023 and 2024.  So 
this is your last chance 
to conquer a favorite fall 
activity of Mid-Michi-
gan.  Opening the 2022 
season on Friday Sept. 
16 the maze will run 
until Oct. 30.  The maz-
es ticket booth will be 
open Friday night’s 6-10 
pm, Saturday 1-10pm 
and Sundays 1-8pm.  
New this year will be an 
onsite app to track your 
progress via your phone.  
A “fog” will cover the 
map and disappear 
as you walk down the 
paths revealing where 
you have been but not 

Bestmaze Corn Maze 
FINAL SEASON - 

A cross state gas pipeline 
project  will put an end to Mid 
Michigan’s favorite corn maze.

the paths ahead of you.   
Bestmaze opened in 

2001 with a Great Lakes 
Theme carving a light-
house, freighter, and 
hot air balloon into the 
maze.  Other years they 
carved themes of space, 
dinosaurs, Smokey Bear 
turning 75, Cruise 
ships, knights and drag-
ons, The Wild West, 
King Tut, Pirates, Under 
the Sea, and more.  For 
the final maze theme 
Bestmaze is going out 
with a roar, VIKINGS!  
People will enter the 
maze and enter the Vi-
king Longship, then off 
through the maze to 
find Odin’s Raven, the 
Viking with his sword 
and shield.  Then into 
the three triangles and 
Thor's Hammer before 
exiting.   Customers told 
the owners to change 
their name to Bestmaze 
during the first year of 
operation.   The maze 
won several public “fa-
vorites” voting events 
for mazes over the years.  
Bestmaze is unique 
because they have un-
derground drainage 
and also hand rake all 
the trails to shed water.  
Even after a heavy rain 
the trails are not muddy 

while other mazes are a 
mud bog. The maze is 
designed and installed 
by the owner; not hired 
out to an out of state 
company that cuts maz-
es all over the nation.  

Upon news spread-
ing on Facebook of the 
last season, past guests 
are already sending 
messages of sorrow to 
hear the maze will end.   
Bestmaze has been a fall 
tradition for families 
as well as a surprising 
number of first dates.  
The maze has also been 
the scene of a few mar-
riage proposals, family 
reunions, office par-
ties, birthday parties, 
youth groups and col-
lege events .  Many say 
they are making a spe-
cial effort to attend this 
year for one last tour 
through their favorite 
corn maze.   Customers 
are encouraged to see 
www.bestmaze.com for 
more info.

A new food truck 
will be onsite and all 
food truck profits will 
fund the truck to be-
come a traveling soup 
kitchen for areas hun-
gry this winter.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1
communicate, connect, 
volunteer, support, and 
participate in Chelsea 
Schools and Chelsea 

Chelsea Alumni Association Kickoff at 
Chelsea High School Homecoming 

October 7, 2022

related activities. CAA 
seeks to foster Bulldog 
pride and connect ALL 
Bulldogs!

CAA has been a la-

bor of love, with many 
volunteer alumni work-
ing diligently to bring 
it to fruition. “We have 
big goals for the future, 
including creating a leg-
acy scholarship, host-
ing alumni networking 
events, and recogniz-
ing outstanding alum-
ni,” shared Jane Dies-
ing, CAA Committee 
Chair. Other members 
of the committee are 
Jennifer Smith, Lynne 
Faist, Jan Bernath, John 
Brier, Laurel Gravelyn, 
Jeff Holzhausen, Barb 
Boylan Lewis, Anne 
Mann, Ellie McCalla, 
Jane Mann Shrosbree, 
Angie Smith, Joan We-
ber, Sandy Weber, Jane 

Diesing, and Wayne 
Welton. 

All alumni and 
Chelsea supporters are 
invited to a reception 
tent hosted by CAA 
and CEF at the Chelsea 
High School Home-
coming football game 
on Friday, October 
7th, starting at 6pm. 
Stop by the tent before 
and during the game, 
for refreshments, give-
aways, fellowship, and 
to learn more about 
joining CAA's mission 
and how CEF is helping 
the Chelsea School Dis-
trict.  

Chelsea Alumni 
Association would like 
to recognize and thank 

the Athletic Depart-
ment and Brad Bush, 
Athletic Director and 
Assistant Principal, 
for incorporating the 
event into the Home-
coming Celebration, 
helping set up the tent, 
and welcoming them 
to the homecoming 
festivities. Alumni and 
supporterswill receive 
a warm welcome from 
CAA Committee mem-
bers, CEF Board mem-
bers, and volunteers! 

Recently, Chelsea 
Education Foundation 
received funding from 
the Chelsea Commu-
nity Foundation to ac-
quire software to man-

age their database and 
communication with 
existing and future 
donors. The software 
enhances their ability 
to share with donors 
how their generosity is 
making a difference in 
the Chelsea commu-
nity by funding teach-
er grants and student 
scholarships. This will 
also benefit the alum-
ni  manage and engage 
with their growing 
membership. To learn 
more about and to join 
at https://chelseaedu-
cationfoundation.sal-
salabs.org/caamember-
shipdrive 



Page 4Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian September 30, 2022    

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

Photo By Brian Boos

COUGAR- FALCON INVITE - FRESHMAN RACE
@ CALVIN COLLEGE - 9/24/2022

57 DEGREES CLOUDY, DAMP
Coach Swager's 
Comments:

I told this incoming 
class of freshmen that if 
they had a group of 7, 
I would take them to a 
special meet. This is it. 
A fast course on a cool 
day - competing against 
other nascent runners. 
We really enjoyed the 
day, and these guys 
have earned the reward!

One of my biggest 
joys as a coach is watch-
ing young people im-

prove. We had a great 
time today and contin-
ue to learn as we move 
along.

We took advantage 
of the perfect day, fast 
course, and great atti-
tudes. All 7 runners hit 
a PR, by an average of 
more than 30 seconds. 
Beckett was dominant 
rolling through the 
course with an average 
pace of under 530 per 
mile, the next 5 guys 
also earned medals.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
On Monday, Octo-

ber 3, local leaders who 
are creating pollination 
programs for farmers 
& non-farmers, Jus-
tin Fairchild and Greg 
Cronk will discuss how 
to be a pollinator sup-
porter and pollination 
projects in Jackson 
County.

Birds ~ Bees & 
You Pollinator 

Presentation Offered
This fun, fami-

ly-friendly evening 
starts with free Pizza at 
6:00pm, the presenta-
tion begins at 6:30pm, 
followed by a meet-
ing of the Friends of 
Grass Lake Township 
at 7:30pm, and will 
be held at Dale Fish-
er Farm, 1916 Norvell 

Rd., Grass Lake, MI.
Reservations are 

required by October 
2; email GrassLake-
Friends@gmail.com 
with the number of 
people attending.

Sponsored by The 
Friends of Grass Lake 
Township, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization.

ready to launch an ex-
panded version. Until 
this year, MOPS was 
exclusively for wom-
en with children 1st 
grade and younger.  But 
this year the decision 
to expand to mothers 
with children under 
18.  If your children are 
grown but you’re look-
ing for companionship, 
MOPS will gladly take 
mentor moms.  Your 
experience can be valu-
able to newer moms, 
needing help, support, 
and friendship.  

MOPS started as a 
small group of moms 
with preschool-aged 
children in 1973.  The 
mothers met for two 
hours while their chil-
dren had childcare. 
They ate, crafted, and 
ended with a devo-
tional.  Over the past 
50 years, the organiza-
tion has continued to 
grow and evolve.    It is 
a worldwide organiza-
tion with locations in 
Chelsea and through-
out Michigan.  There 
is a religious aspect,  
but members can be 
from all religious back-
grounds.  Everyone 
is welcome although 
MOPS is a Christian or-

Chelsea Mops 
returns with an 

Expanded Reach
ganization.   It is an ex-
cellent opportunity to 
break the isolation that 
being a mother to very 
young children can 
bring.  It is a relief to be 
around people who un-
derstand and relate to 
your child slapping oth-
er kids and screaming 
in frustration.  I joined 
Chelsea MOPS be-
cause I was worried my 
daughter wasn’t getting 
the social education 
she might have gotten 
from preschool because 
I was home with her.  
She loved meeting new 
friends and I found, I 
enjoyed the new friends 
and community, my-
self.  Even if you, like 
me, don’t see yourself, 
joining groups, this 
became an important 
part of my life to which  
I am forever grateful   
Young mom, old mom, 
Christian mom, Mus-
lim mom, single mom, 
married, divorced, or 
otherwise, just bring 
your child and meet 
other women who get 
it.  

The expanded ver-
sion of Chelsea MOPS 
is MOMSnext.   Accord-
ing to the MOPS web-
site, “The purpose of 
MOPS and MOMSnext 

is to encourage women 
in their role as moms 
from conception to 
adulthood.”    When my 
son and his girlfriend 
found out they were 
going to be young par-
ents, the MOPS group 
stepped up to support 
them.  There was no 
judgment, just women 
offering to help with 
whatever the young 
parents needed.  The 
opposite of sanctimo-
nious, they were kind, 
generous, and tried to 
help.   I was a young 
mom with my oldest 
son and I wasn’t always 
received with kindness 
and lack of judgment 
so I really appreciated 
their support and kind-
ness.    My experience 
with Chelsea Mops has 
been that they aspire to 
the mission statement 
and are compassion-
ate, kind, and support 
moms.  If you are a 
mom of a child under 
18 and are looking for 
companionship, you 
can find information 
on the Chelsea MOPs 
Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
thechelseamops.  The 
leadership team is so-
lidifying plans to get 
started in October.
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From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing

On September 
9, 2022, the Chelsea 
Community Foun-
dation hosted a love-
ly evening in Hon-
or of Ann Feeney in 
the Reading Garden 
at the Chelsea Dis-
trict Library. Chelsea 
Community Foun-
dation (CCF) recog-
nized each of the five 
Chelsea Area Cham-
ber of Commerce’s 
Annual 2021 Honor-
ees by awarding them 
with a $1,000 grant. 
The Honorees chose 
a Chelsea charity to 
receive the grants in 
memory of Ann Fee-
ney, who personified 
the Chelsea Commu-
nity Foundation's de-
sire to “Support All 
Things Chelsea”. 

Anne Mann, 
Chair, Chelsea Com-
munity Foundation 
and Randy Ross, Vice 
President, Commu-
nity Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan 
presided over the event 
and presented the 
awards to Citizen of 
the Year John Daniels 
who granted $1,000 to 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter, Lifetime Achieve-
ment Awardees Craig 
& Donna Common 
granted $1,000 to 
Faith In Action, Small 
Business Serendipity 
Books, Anne Colone, 
on behalf of Michelle 
Tuplin, granted $1,000 
to Chelsea Education 
Foundation, Stepha-
nie Heim and Bailey 
Romine, on behalf 
of Bob Mock, Large 
Business Palmer Auto 
Service granted $1,000 
to Faith In Action, 

Chelsea Community Foundation Hosts 
Ann Feeney Service Awards

and Nonprofit Busi-
ness Leadership Chel-
sea District Library, 
Shannon Powers and 
Virginia Krueger, on 
behalf of Lori Coryell, 
granted $1,000 to the 
CDL Mobile Library. 

The event was at-
tended by Ann Fee-
ney’s Family, Chel-
sea Area Chamber 
of Commerce Board 
Members, Chelsea 
Community Founda-
tion Advisory Com-
mittee Members, Hon-
orees, and Grantees, 
and their respective 
guests.  The evening 
began with a welcome 
by Anne Mann, Chair, 
Chelsea Community 
Foundation followed 
by time to enjoy the 
beautiful garden and 

company of people 
who share a common 
thread - to make Chel-
sea a sustainably vi-
brant community. 

When Ann Feeney 
passed away in July of 
2020, she left a legacy 
of love and service. In 
addition to her tire-
less devotion to fam-
ily and friends, Ann’s 
incredible decades 
long record of service 
to Chelsea included 
leadership roles with 
Chelsea Communi-
ty Hospital, WAVE, 
Helpsource, Chelsea 
Community Kitchen, 
The UMRC Heritage 
Foundation, The Pur-
ple Rose Theatre and 
the Chelsea Commu-
nity Foundation.

She also drove for 

Meals on Wheels for 
43 years and served 
on the Chelsea Board 
of Education for 14 
years. She was the 
City of Chelsea’s first 
Mayor (2004-1009) 
and served on the City 
Council for four years 
beyond that tenure 
(2009-2013). 

Ann understood 
her purpose in life 
and through tireless, 
joyful effort she ac-
complished so much 
for so many. From 
her beautiful gardens 
to her family and her 
charitable work, she 
shaped her communi-
ty into a more vibrant 
and thriving place.  

The Chelsea Com-
munity Foundation is 
proud to present the 
first annual Ann Fen-
ney Service Award as 
a marker of excellence 
and inspiration for 
supporting all things 
Chelsea. 

Chelsea Commu-
nity Foundation relies 
on the generosity of 
donors in the Chel-
sea area to realize its 
mission. Donors who 
are interested in sup-
porting are encour-
aged to do so by con-
tacting Randy Ross, 
rross@cfsem.org  or 
313.946.2867 or vis-
it www.chelseafound.
org. 
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 ➢ continued from page 1
From: Virginia 
Krueger

Chelsea District 
Library (CDL) kicked 
off its fundraising 
campaign on June 10 
to help fund Mobile 
CDL, an outreach 
vehicle that will be 
added to CDL ser-
vices in 2023. The 
Bee a Part of It cam-
paign was conceived 

Chelsea District Library Exceeds 
Mobile CDL Fundraising Goals!

after receiving many 
generous gifts made 
in memory of long-
time library support-
er, board member, 
Friend, and book-
keeper Mary Budz-
inski—affectionately 
known as Mary B. 
The campaign goal 
was set at $25,000 
and closed on Sep-
tember 15 having 
reached over $61,000 

in pledges and dona-
tions. 

Director Lori Co-
ryell shares, “We are 
overwhelmed by the 
outpouring of gener-
osity throughout this 
campaign! Every do-
nation, no matter the 
size, adds up and sup-
ports our efforts to 
improve access to li-
brary staff, resources, 
and services through-
out the community 
through Mobile CDL. 
That donations came 
from such diverse 
sources, including 
individuals and fami-
lies in the community 

to local and national 
foundations and busi-
nesses, is extremely 
gratifying. We are ex-
tremely touched by 
the work of our faith-
ful Friends who gra-
ciously raised more 
than $10,000 through 
a matching challenge 
in the last month of 
the campaign.”  

In the final week 
of the campaign CDL 
staff was surprised 
by a hand-delivered 
extremely generous 
donation from Chel-
sea State Bank. The 
$25,000 donation to-
wards Mobile CDL 

was one of three com-
munity donations by 
Chelsea State Bank 
honoring its 125 year 
anniversary. “Invest-
ing in Mobile CDL 
was a decision our 
board of directors 
could firmly stand 
behind,” said Jo-
anne Rau, Chelsea 
State Bank President 
and CEO.  “Part of 
Chelsea State Bank’s 
mission is to enrich 
the communities we 
serve. This invaluable 
resource provides ac-
cess and removes bar-
riers for all. We are 
excited to BEE part of 

it!” said Rau. 
Planning for Mo-

bile CDL will con-
tinue throughout the 
fall, with an emphasis 
on gathering commu-
nity input for planned 
stops and strengthen-
ing stakeholder part-
nerships to ensure we 
deliver the best pos-
sible service to our 
entire library service 
district. Project up-
dates and a commu-
nity input survey can 
be found at mobilec-
dl.org. Expect to see 
Mobile CDL in your 
neighborhood in the 
summer of 2023! 

From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing

Chelsea Edu-
cation Foundation 
(CEF) and the Edu-
cational Foundation 
of Dexter (EFD) will 
once again go head to 
head to raise money 
for educational grants 
in their respective 
communities. The 
fundraising kicks off 
Oct. 1, 2022, and will 
culminate at half-
time during the Oct. 
21 Dexter vs Chelsea 
football game at Jer-
ry Niehaus Field in 
Chelsea. 

In 2019, the 
friendly "Rival-
ry Match" raised 
over $10,000 for the 
501(c)3 non-prof-
its. It was a close 
match, with the EFD 
walking away with 
bragging rights af-
ter raising $5,044. 
The Teams skipped 
2020 and picked up 
again in 2021.  While 
the match was close, 
this time, CEF won 
bragging rights, rais-
ing $24,099 to EFD’s 
$21,563 and together 
they raised $45,662! 
Both games were held 
in Dexter! 

The best part 
about the Rivalry 
Match collaboration 
is that the students 
are the true winners. 
“We are excited to 
compete in our third 
annual Rivalry Match 

CHELSEA EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
AND EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION OF 

DEXTER TEAM UP FOR A THIRD RIVALRY 
MATCH FUNDRAISING EVENT! 

with CEF. This unique 
fundraiser will help 
fund educational 
programs that will 
make an impact in 
every school in both 
districts," said Mike 
Cipolla, President 
of the Educational 
Foundation of Dexter.

The missions of 
the CEF and EFD 
are similar; both en-
hance students' edu-
cational experiences 
by financing projects 
beyond the resources 
of the district, includ-
ing teacher-authored 
grants, building-lev-
el grants, and district 
initiatives. CEF also 
provides scholarships 
to district graduates. 

"The educational 
foundations are sup-
port systems to the 
schools and teach-
ers, providing them 
with additional tools 
and funding to help 
students reach their 
fullest potential," said 
Amy Forehand, Pres-
ident of Chelsea Edu-
cation Foundation.  

Together, the two 
Foundations can 
make it a win-win for 
everyone! 

To make a dona-
tion or learn more 
about the founda-
tions, visit their web-
sites: www.chelseaed-
ucationfoundation.
org or www.efdexter.
org.
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
FOOTBALL

Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly 
Summary

Incident #: 22-3008

Location: 500 block of Wilkinson St.

Date: September 19, 2022

Time: 9:41 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol officers were dis-
patched to the 500 
block of Wilkinson St. 
for the report of a credit 
card fraud. Upon arriv-
al the officer met with 
the complainant who 
stated that on approxi-
mately September 15th 
they had received a call 
from a subject who rep-
resented themselves 
as someone working 
for the complainant’s 
financial institution. 

The complainant stated 
that they were told that 
there was suspicious ac-
tivity on their account 
and that they needed 
to verify some personal 
identification informa-
tion. The complainant 
complied and provided 
then requested infor-
mation to the suspect. 
The complainant later 
noticed a fraudulent 
charge for several thou-
sand dollars on her ac-
count. The complainant 
contacted her bank and 

confirmed that they in 
fact had not contacted 
her and the fraudulent 
charge was flagged. It 
was also later deter-
mined that the com-
plainants home phone 
had been forwarded to 
a phone number that 
the suspect is believed 
to control and have ac-
cess to. At the time of 
the report there was no 
further information on 
a potential suspect(s) in 
this case.

Incident #: 22-3123

Location: 500 block of S. Main St.

Date: September 24, 2022

Time: 11:30 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine patrol 
an officer responded to 
a complaint from an 
unrelated third party 
regarding a littering 
complaint. Upon arriv-
al the officer made con-

tact with the property 
manager and advised 
them about the com-
plaint that had been 
received. The property 
manager that was on 
site was familiar with 
the littering and told 

the officer that they 
had already cleaned up 
the littered material in 
question. No further 
information on this in-
cident was available at 
the time of the summa-
ry completion.

Photos By Crystal Meads
From: Josh Lucas

The Bulldogs de-
feated Adrian 31-6 
on Friday September 
23. They are now 4-1 
and 3-0 in the SEC 
WHITE.

Key plays of the 
game included: Lucas 
Dawson had 3 TDS 
passing to Hunter Sci-
acktano, Regan Plank, 
and Tyson Hill. Tyson 
had 1 rushing TD.

Hunter Westcott 
had 2 INT and Jason 
Skoczlays had 1 INT.

The Bulldogs play 
Ypsilanti this Fri-
day September 30 at 
home.

BULLDOGS DEFEAT 
ADRIAN


