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Bored Kids? Lost Railway Museum and 
Fairy Forest in Grass Lake a Great Solution

Story and more photos on page 8. Photos by Aimee Bingham Osinski.

Western Washtenaw Recycling Authority (WWRA) 
will partner with the DART Container Corporation 

and community volunteers to host a #6 foam 
recycling weekend on Aug. 5, 6, and 7, 2022

Story and another photo on page 2.

Ticket Sales and Auction Opens for Farm to Table 
Event to Benefit 5 Healthy Towns Foundation’s 

Farmers Markets

Story and another photo on page 2.
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Western Washtenaw Recycling 
Authority (WWRA) will partner with 
the DART Container Corporation and 

community volunteers  to host a #6 
foam recycling weekend on Aug. 5, 6,  

and 7, 2022

DART will deliver 
a trailer to the WWRA 
Chelsea/Manchester 
Road bin site, across 
from the Chelsea Fair-
grounds. Volunteers 
will be onsite to help 
collect and sort items 
brought in by commu-
nity members during 
collection hours. 

Marc Williams, 
WWRA facility man-
ager, is glad to be bring-
ing this opportunity to 
the community. 

"Western Washten-
aw residents are great 
recyclers. People want 
to recycle as much 
as they can, so when 
this opportunity came 
along, we decided to 
see how we could make 
it happen and it’s been a 

success since we started 
in June 2021.”

Over the course of 
the last 14 months, the 
WWRA has collected 
several tons of #6 foam.

DART Container 
makes food and bev-
erage packaging items 
and actively collects 
and promotes foam re-
cycling opportunities 
throughout the coun-
try. After recycling #6 
foam, DART sells it to 
“manufacturers of pic-
ture frames, interior 
molding, pens, rulers 
and foam packaging,” 
according to their web-
site. Additionally, they 
recycle the paper scrap 
from their line of in-
sulated cups, creating 
foodservice products 
made of recycled, recy-

clable and compostable 
or renewable materials.

Community recy-
clers need to know that 
only EPS #6 foam is ac-
ceptable. Examples of 
acceptable #6 include 
egg cartons, meat trays, 
some food take-out 
containers, medical 
coolers, and block fur-
niture and electronic 
packaging.

Items not accepted 
are building insulation 
boards and packing 
peanuts. Packing pea-
nuts can be taken to 
Recycle Ann Arbor on 
Ellsworth.

Volunteers will be 
onsite during collec-
tion hours to answer 
questions and help re-
view foam items. Hours 
for the event are Friday, 
Aug. 5, 10 to 4 p.m., 
Saturday, Aug. 6, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Sunday, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Western Washten-
aw Recycling Authority 
(WWRA) is a not-for-
profit partnership of 
and subsidized by five 
municipalities (Town-
ships of Dexter, Lyndon, 
Manchester and Lima, 
and the City of Chelsea) 
working together to find 
alternative ways to han-
dle waste and promote 
reducing, reusing, and 
recycling. The townships 
are served by convenient 
drop-off centers while 
the City of Chelsea has 
weekly curbside recy-
cling pick up. For more 
information, visit www.
WWRArecycles.org.

From: Shawn 
Personke

Calling all farmers 
market fans!

Tickets for the 
7th annual 5 Healthy 
Towns Farm to Ta-
ble Fabulous Feast 
are now on sale. And 
the virtual auction 
benefiting the Chel-
sea, Grass Lake, Dex-
ter, Stockbridge, and 
Manchester farmers 
markets opens Aug. 7.

With the seventh 
annual 5 Healthy 
Towns Farm to Ta-
ble Fabulous Feast 
on Sunday, Aug. 21, 
2022, at 4 p.m., we’re 
pleased to be back in 
Chelsea, where the 
tradition started.

For the past 6 

Ticket Sales and 
Auction Opens 

for Farm to Table 
Event to Benefit 
5 Healthy Towns 

Foundation’s 
Farmers Markets

 ➢ continued from page 1 years, the fundrais-
ing dinner traveled to 
each of the five healthy 
towns. In 2016, Chel-
sea presented the first 
dinner, followed by 
Grass Lake, Manches-
ter, Dexter, and in 
Stockbridge.  In 2021, 
Grass Lake hosted 
the event under their 
community pavilion.

This year’s chair, 
Emily Griswold, 
manager of the Chel-
sea Farmers Market, 
and co-chair Shawn 
Personke, are excited 
about working with 
community mem-
bers from each of the 
towns, as well as host-
ing the event at Robin 
Hills Farm. 

“It’s such a beau-
tiful venue,” said 
Griswold. “And we 
love that they offer 
kitchen space, nice 
bathrooms, and a lot 
of other niceties that 
we previously had to 
rent.

As usual, the event 
is primarily outside, 
providing plenty of 
fresh air and space.

Griswold has been 
lining up the chefs to 
prepare the food do-
nated and purchased 
from each of the five 
farmers markets. 
While the menu is 
still being fine-tuned, 
she is excited to wel-
come back chefs 
from Smokehouse 
52, Silver Maples, the 
Cedars of Chelsea, 
Chelsea Alehouse, 
Friendly Foods Veg-
an Kitchen, Roaming 
Goat, and Moveable 
Feast.  Wesley’s Ca-
tering is joining the 
team. Lone Oak Vine-
yards is providing the 
wine, and Jolly Pump-
kin, the beer. 

This year’s online 
auction opens August 
7 and runs through 
9 a.m. on August 21. 
At that time, the most 
popular items head to 
a live auction format 
at the dinner. Items 

are still being collect-
ed, but highlights in-
clude a stay near the 
coast of Italy, a Pickle-
ball Party for 8 at Wol-
verine Pickleball, and 
tickets to the Purple 
Rose Theatre.

Stephen Petty, 
CEO of the 5 Healthy 
Towns Foundation, 
sees the event as so 
much more than a 
dinner. 

“Over the last few 
years, the farmers 
markets have demon-
strated that they are 
far more than a place 
to find locally grown 
produce, but that they 
are also a hub for so-
cial connectedness 
and wellbeing,” said 
Petty.  

“Each of the mar-
ket managers plays 
an important role 
in building relation-
ships with farmers 
and growers, while 
also creating healthy 
connections between 
community members 
– an increasingly im-
portant element of the 
5 Healthy Towns mis-
sion.

“Another of the 
primary pillars of the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation,” said Petty, “is 
to encourage people 
to eat better, which in 
turn helps ensure bet-
ter long-term health 
outcomes. Our farm-
ers markets play an 
essential role in the 
five communities to 
support greater access 
to fresh, local foods at 
affordable prices.” 

He added that the 
markets also provide a 
great opportunity for 
community residents 
to stay connected lo-
cally, offering music 
and other events that 
encourage people to 
come together.

“Our communi-
ties love their farm-
ers markets and the 
Foundation is happy 
to support the annual 
Farm to Table event.”
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Savings in
Chelsea

Fresh Air Market - Fashion & Home Show
August 19 & 20, 2022

From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing

#shopchelseamich 
merchants welcome 
residents and visitors 
to enjoy the "Fresh Air 
Market - Fashion & 
Home Show" on August 
19 & 20. 2022 marks the 
46th anniversary of this 
event.

Fresh Air Market 
will kick off at 10 am on 
Friday, August 19. This 
year, there will be three 
unique events to add to 
the festivities: 

• "Sherlock Holmes 
Case of the Missing 
Hope Stone" scaven-
ger hunt beginning 
on August 19 at 10 am 
through 5 pm on Au-
gust 20. The winner will 
be awarded a basket of 
Chelsea goods. 

• The Third Annual 
Fashion & Home Show, 
in collaboration with 
the Chelsea Farmers 
Market will be held on 
August 20, at 11:00 am 
at Palmer Commons. 
The Farmers Market 
music will pause for 
30 minutes to accom-
modate the catwalk. 
Fun-loving business 
owners will display 
their merchandise in-
cluding clothing, acces-
sories, and home goods. 

• The Chelsea 
Chamber of Commerce 
will be coordinating a 
Chelsea Community 
Garage Sale during the 
two-day Fresh Air Mar-
ket. To learn more, visit 
this link.  

"We want to convey 
to our customers that 

we have more to offer 
than traditional side-
walk sales. Chelsea's 
commercial district 
has become a diverse 
community of home 
goods stores, garden 
shops, clothing and ac-
cessories, restaurants, 
wine, beer, non-alco-
holic beverages, jew-
elry, markets, and so 
much more!" said Jen-
nifer Fairfield, owner 
of the Garden Mill. The 
#shopchelseamich in-
dependent merchants 
are locally owned busi-
nesses that exemplify 
the uniqueness of Chel-
sea.  

#shopchelseamich's 
newest member, Jay 
Friend, Owner of With-
ington's, shared, "Since 
we opened our doors 

six months ago, we've 
seen huge support from 
community shoppers 
AND businesses. We're 
excited to keep working 
with other businesses 
on creative collabora-
tions and to continue 
serving the community 
of Chelsea and beyond. 
We always see a huge 
business boost when the 
city businesses partici-
pate together and bring 
people into town. We're 
thankful for events put 
on by #shopchelsemich 
and look forward to the 
Fresh Air Market!"

More details to to 
come on the #shopchel-
seamich website www.
shopchelseamich.com, 
and social media Face-

book www.facebook.
com/shopchelseamich, 
Instagram www.insta-
gram.com/shopchel-
seamichigan/
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
JAMES EARL JONES, ARMY MEN, 

IDLEWILD AND HISTORY VACATIONS

I was on vacation 
last week.

It had been over a 
year and a half since 
I had any significant 
vacation time off. Last 
year at this time I was 
couch-bound and on 
crutches with a leg in-
jury. It was not fun.

Last week, how-
ever, was fun. Well, 
I guess it was as fun 
as any history buff 
could have. I decided 
to hit the road and go 
on a “history tour” of 
northern Michigan 
last week.

I know, I’m a loser.
Most people take 

a week off work and 
go on a cruise to some 
tropical island loca-
tion or go to Vegas or 
overseas to Europe. 
My old college room-
mate posted pictures 
of his vacation with 
his wife in Italy last 
week.

Me?
I was in Manistee, 

Michigan in a ran-
dom shoe store gaz-
ing in awe at the size 
37 AA shoes of the 
world’s tallest man, 
Robert Wadlow. Wad-
low passed away in 
Manistee in 1940. He 
died of an infection 
caused by one of his 
leg braces. Wadlow 
stood 8-feet, 11 inch-
es. He was 22 when 
he died. For com-
parison, Shaquille O’ 
Neal stands at 7-feet, 
1-inch and has a shoe 
size of 23.

While my old col-
lege roommate was 
taking incredible 
photos of the Sistine 
Chapel’s ceiling, I was 
removing my shoe 
and taking a picture 
of it next to Wadlow’s.

I guess art is in the 
eye of the beholder, 
right?

Also in Manistee, 
I visited the Ramsdell 
Theater. The Rams-
dell Theater is where 
a young James Earl 
Jones first acted in 
a play. He actually 

The little stone schoolhouse in St. Helen, 
Michigan where legendary actor Charlton 

Heston first acted in a Christmas play when he 
was five-years-old.

My size 10 shoe next to Robert Wadlow’s size 
37 AA shoe in Manistee, Michigan.

My army men on Diety Hill in Benzonia, 
Michigan — the same hill Pulitzer Prize-

winning author Bruce Catton played with his 
army men as a youth over a century ago.

started at the theater 
as a stage hand and 
worked his way up to 
actor.

After seeing the 
Ramsdell Theater, 
I continued on the 
“James Earl Jones” 
leg of my “history 
tour” of northern 
Michigan. In the tiny 
town of Brethren, 
Michigan (about 25 
minutes east of Man-
istee), I visited the 
now empty, but still 
standing, Dickson 
High School — the 
school Jones gradu-
ated from in 1949. It 
was in Dickson High 
School where an En-
glish teacher helped 
Jones overcome his 
stuttering problem 
by having him read 
poetry in front of the 
class. For most of his 
young life, Jones was 
a self-imposed mute 
because of his stutter. 
I’ve always thought it 
was interesting and a 
bit inspirational that 
a man known world-
wide for his booming, 
deep voice was, at one 
point in his life, a mute 
and a stutterer. Jones 
is one of only a hand-
ful of entertainers 
to achieve “EGOT” 
status — winning 
Emmy, Grammy, Os-
car and Tony awards. 
However, despite all 
those accolades for 
his acting ability, he is 
probably most well-
known throughout 
the world as the voice 
of Darth Vader in the 
“Star Wars” movie se-
ries.

I also visited Ben-

zonia, Michigan, 
which is about a half-
hour north of Manist-
ee in northwest Mich-
igan. I had to pay 
homage to Benzonia’s 
most famous resident, 
Bruce Catton. Catton 
is widely regarded as 
one of the country’s 
preeminent Civil War 
historians. His book, 
“A Stillness at Appo-
mattox” won Catton 
a Pulitzer Prize. The 
local historical mu-
seum in Benzonia 
has a large and im-
pressive display of 
Catton memorabilia, 
including his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book 
and the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom 
he was awarded a 
year before he passed 
away by then Presi-
dent Gerald Ford — a 
fellow Michigander 
from Grand Rapids.

While grow-
ing up in Benzonia, 
Catton used to play 
“army men” with his 
toy soldiers on Diety 
Hill in the center of 
town. The hill is still 
there. So, of course, I 
brought a few of my 
own army men from 
my youth (no, I don’t 
still play with them 
— I swear) and held 
my own mock battle 
on Diety Hill just like 
Catton, a personal in-
spiration of mine, did 
a little over a century 
ago.

I next checked off 
a “bucket list” location 
on my “history tour” 
of northern Michigan 
by visiting Idlewild. 
Called the “Black 

Eden,” Idlewild was 
an African-American 
resort that, in its hey-
day, saw over 30,000 
people living, vaca-
tioning and working 
in this town just east 
of Baldwin, Michi-
gan. Idlewild’s boom 
years were from 1940 
through the 1960s. 
Idlewild was one of 
only a handful of 
places in the country 
during the years of 
segregation where Af-
rican-American fam-
ilies could go to relax, 
unwind and enjoy the 
“good life.” Idlewild 
had its own post of-
fice, fire department, 
multiple hotels and 
restaurants, a sprawl-
ing lake, beach and 
clubhouse and a leg-
endary nightlife. At 
Idlewild clubs like 
the Paradise and the 
Flamingo, entertain-
ers such as B.B. King, 
Etta James, Cab Cal-
loway, Louie Arm-
strong, Aretha Frank-
lin, Jackie Wilson, 
The Four Tops and 
additional Motown 
stars among many 
others performed to 
packed houses. It was 
said at the time that 
Idlewild was a “prov-
ing ground” and the 
“Midwest’s Apollo 
Theater” for Afri-
can-American enter-
tainers. Nowadays, 
Idlewild is mainly a 
ghost town, with the 
Paradise and Flamin-
go clubs abandoned 
and boarded up and 
the restaurants and 
hotels all gone. But for 
anyone who loves his-
tory, driving through 
the town and resort 
area and past the lake 
and empty buildings, 
it’s certainly worth 
the time and the ef-
fort to reach such a 
significant place.

I finished my “his-
tory tour” of north-
ern Michigan by vis-
iting St. Helen, the 
boyhood home of 
actor Charlton Hes-
ton. Just west of West 
Branch, St. Helen is 
a one-stoplight town 
with quite the enter-
tainment history. I 
found and checked 
out the tiny, now-
closed schoolhouse in 
town where five-year-
old Heston first acted 
in a Christmas play. 
Looking at the little 
stone schoolhouse, it 

amazed me to think 
the legendary actor 
who would later play 
Moses in “The Ten 
C o m m a n d m e nt s” 
and win an Oscar for 
his performance in 
“Ben-Hur” first took 
the stage in such a 
humble, unassuming 
building in a small 
northern Michigan 

town.
I was on vacation 

last week.
It was fun, for a 

history buff like me.
It was also too 

short, time-wise.
I need another 

week.
Heck, I already 

need another vaca-
tion…
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Chelsea Community Fair 2022: 
August 23-August 27

Photo By Les Maness

Amazing Places, 
Chelsea MI 

Part 1

From: Les Maness
The Chelsea Clock-

tower in downtown 
Chelsea, MI is a mag-
nificent site to behold. 
It was built in 1906, 
stands 135 feet and has 
seven-foot-wide clock 

faces on four sides of 
the octagonal brick 
tower. It once served 
as a business office and 
showroom for the Gla-
zier Stove Works and 
contained a water tank 
that held over 30,000 

gallons of water for the 
building's fire sprin-
klers. Today it serves 
as a beautiful reminder 
of how classic architec-
ture literally and figu-
ratively stands the test 
of time.  
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Local history lov-
ers will have the op-
portunity to support 
the Chelsea Area 
Historical Museum 
Building Legacy Fund 
with two fundraisers 
that will help the orga-
nization preserve the 
museum's home, the 

Chelsea Area Historical Museum 
Holds Two Fundraisers to 

Preserve Historic Boyd House
historic Boyd House.

First up, support-
ers can enjoy a deli-
cious “Concrete for 
a Cause” shake from 
Culver’s. For every 
shake sold on Aug. 8 
and 9, 2022, Chelsea 
Culver’s will donate $1 
to the museum’s fund. 

“We’re happy for 
this sweet event at 
Culver’s,” said Jan Ber-
nath, president of the 
Chelsea Area Histori-
cal Museum. 

“Major projects 
are coming due,” she 
added, “including 
painting the exterior, 

a new furnace, water 
heater, and roof.”

Bernath has also 
launched a Building 
Legacy GoFundMe. 

“We’re proud of 
our historical muse-
um and the fact that 
the building is one 
of the oldest homes 
in Chelsea. However, 
being one of the old-
est buildings in town 
means it needs a bit 
more TLC and main-

tenance.”
Donations of any 

size can be made at the 
museum’s GoFundMe 
page or through the 
museum's website.

https : / /gofund.
me/5a144bf0

www.chelseahisto-
ry.org

The mission of the 
Chelsea Area Histori-
cal Society is to gather 
and preserve Chelsea 
area history, educate 

the public, and pro-
mote the restoration 
and preservation of 
historic buildings and 
sites for future gener-
ations. The museum 
is located in the 1853 
Boyd House, at 128 
Jackson St., across 
from the Chelsea De-
pot. For more infor-
mation, visit www.
chelseahistory.org or 
call 734.476.2010.
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Bored Kids? Lost Railway 
Museum and Fairy Forest in 
Grass Lake a Great Solution

Parents, are you 
counting down the 
days until the kids are 
back in school?  Have 
you heard enough 
whining about bore-
dom to last a lifetime 
this summer?  Trying 
to limit day trips and 
adventures due to in-
flation and gas prices?  
Thankfully, Grass Lake 
has affordable options 
just down the road. 

The Lost Rail-

 ➢ continued from page 1
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

way Museum is open 
Wednesday - Saturday 
10 am- 4pm.   Admis-
sion is donation based 
so give what you can.    
According to the web-
site, your kid can:

“Imagine the time 
before paved streets, 
cars and buses. Village 
streets bustling with 
activity and people 
in the early 1900’s of 
Grass Lake. The elec-
tric Interurban railway 
system is the primary 
mode of public trans-
portation. More than 

six railways intersected 
Jackson County and 
delivered visitors to 
and from Ann Arbor, 
Jackson, Battle Creek 
and Lansing. Now, get 
ready to see what that 
time was like at the 
Lost Railway Muse-
um.”

Among displays 
are outfits from the 
era,  a mini Grass Lake 
with a train kids can 
control, a Model T and 
a train ride that takes 
passengers on a ride 
of the Interurban rail-

way system and ends at 
the museum. Kids can 
have a history lesson, 
some fun, and learn 
about the technology 
that made it all pos-
sible, without costing 
parents a tank of gas 
and their sanity on a 
long trip.  If you need 
snacks and coffee, the 
Roaming Goat, at 115 
Lake Street has healthy, 
delicious kid friendly 
options and tired par-
ents can recaffeinate 
with coffee and tea. 
Once the caffeine kicks 

in    EWalk to 153 Lake 
to take a walk through 
the Fairy Forest.  As 
Sophie Boudreau de-
scribed, “As its name 
suggests, this spot 
brings a bit of fairy-
tale magic to life for all 
who choose to visit. No 
matter what your age, 
you’ll find yourself ut-
terly enchanted by this 
destination.” 

The Fairy Forest is 
currently themed Al-
ice in Wonderland.  It 
is the secret space I 
dreamed of as a child. 

Admission is free. The 
forest is maintained 
out of the goodness 
of the homeowner's 
heart.    It is a magical 
place for children and 
adults alike.  If they’re 
still rambunctious, 
take the kids to the 
playground by the lake, 
also on Lake Street, co-
incidentally. You have 
a day of low cost enter-
tainment for the family 
and yourself that will 
help keep your sanity 
during these long days 
before school starts. 
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No News to Report this Week

Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary

From: Virginia 
Krueger

Chelsea District 
Library (CDL) is 
thrilled to announce 
the award of a $25,000 
grant from the Chel-
sea Community 
Foundation (CCF) 
for Mobile CDL—an 
initiative to add a li-
brary outreach vehi-
cle to improve access 
to library materials, 
services, and technol-
ogy. Imagine pop-up 
storytimes at county 
parks or ball fields. 
Envision having a 
mobile office visit 
neighborhoods with-
out reliable broad-
band and providing 
high speed internet, 
printing, scanning, 
and computer help. 
Picture a friendly li-

CDL Receives 
Grant from Chelsea 

Community 
Foundation for 
Mobile Library! 

brarian delivering a 
browsable collection 
of books, movies, 
music, and more! All 
of this and so much 
more are possible 
with Mobile CDL!

Director Lori Co-
ryell shares, “When 
I started as CDL’s li-
brary director in 2016, 
we identified a gap 
in service between 
the City of Chelsea 
and the surrounding 
townships within the 
library district. Im-
proving access and li-
brary use in the town-
ships has been a topic 
in both the strategic 
plan of 2017–19 and 
the current 2020–23 
strategic plan. I am 
so gratified that the 
board approved this 
initiative and that we 
have such incredible 
community support 
from the Chelsea 

Community Founda-
tion. CCF’s vision is 
to create permanent 
positive change in 
people’s lives in the 
Chelsea School Dis-
trict. With the gener-
ous support of CCF, 
we will work to make 
this vision a reality!”

CDL staff is busy 
preparing to add Mo-
bile CDL to library 
services. The vehi-
cle is ordered and is 
being built; and ma-
terials and staffing 
schedules are being 
planned. We antic-
ipate being on the 
road in summer of 
2023. Visit mobilec-
dl.org for project up-
dates, to participate 
in a survey to share 
your Mobile CDL  
ideas, and to help us 
reach our goal in our 
small gifts campaign. 

From: Les Maness
Chelsea, Michigan 

is perfect for anyone 
who loves impressive 
architecture, sump-
tuous food and a full 
array of arts. Perhaps 
the best example of 
the diverse architec-
ture is the renowned 

Amazing Places, 
Chelsea MI Part 2

Clarkston Clock-
tower, the vintage 
Chelsea Depot and 
the massive Jiffy Mix 
building that are all 
within yards of each 
other. A stroll along 
the inviting down-
town area reveals eat-
eries like Zou Zou's 

Cafe & Coffee Bar 
that are deliciously 
welcoming. And the 
art ranges from the 
lovely Sculpture Walk 
to Emmy Award win-
ning actor Jeff Dan-
iels', Purple Rose 
Theatre Company. 


