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Story and more photos on page 10.

Making an Impact for Teachers - 
Online Auction 

From: D&B 
Strategic Marketing
doris@
andbmarketing.com

From April 17-
23 Chelsea Education 
Foundation (CEF) will 
be hosting an online 
fundraising auction 

with a preview of items 
starting Monday April 
10 through Sunday 
April 16. 

The funds raised 
will support grants to 
teachers in the Chelsea 
School District. Since 
1990, CEF has raised 
1.2 million dollars, 
funding 1,016 scholar-
ships to Chelsea High 
School graduates and 
696 teacher grants for 

programs including 
arts, music perfor-
mances, field trips, 
physical and mental 
health initiatives, liter-
acy development, and 
more. 

“As we move 
through our 33rd year 
of serving the Chelsea 
School District, it is 
with great pride and 
humility that we car-
ry on the vision of Joe 

Piasecki, the founder 
of Chelsea Education 
Foundation. The board 
is involved and com-
mitted to maintaining 
a high standard of sus-
tainable support. We 
want to help strength-
en the schools by pro-
viding grants to teach-
ers to enhance the 
educational experience 
of each child. None of 

Chelsea District Library Hosts 
Three Nationally Recognized, 

Award- Winning Authors! 

From: Laura Brown, 
Adult Librarian

Chelsea District 
Library (CDL) is 
thrilled to announce 
the 15th Annual Mid-
west Literary Walk 
lineup featuring New 
York Times best-sell-
ing author Jamie Ford, 
Pulitzer-prize winning 

poet Tyehimba Jess, 
and acclaimed writer 
and musician Kris-
tin Hersh. Each year, 
Chelsea’s amazing 
literary event show-
cases award-winning 
authors from around 
the country at histor-
ic venues throughout 
downtown. The au-

thors will read from 
their works, share 
insights into their 
writing process, and 
be available for book 
signings. The Walk 
will take place from 
1–5pm on Saturday, 
April 22 and is open 
to the public without 
ticket costs or reserva-
tions. 

At 1pm, Pulitzer 
prize-winning poet 
Tyehimba Jess opens 
the Walk at Main 
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The Washtenaw 
County Road Com-
mission (WCRC) is 
excited to announce 
a roundabout project 
planned for the 2026 
construction season 
at Dexter-Chelsea Rd 
and Island Lake Rd in 
Scio Township.  

Why this intersec-
tion?

WCRC monitors 
numerous intersec-
tions across the coun-
ty for congestion and 
safety. WCRC and 
the City of Dexter 
were awarded a fed-
erally funded com-
petitive Congestion 
Mitigation Air Qual-
ity (CMAQ) grant 
of $1.6 million for 
a roundabout at the 

PROJECT 
ANNOUNCEMENT
Dexter-Chelsea Rd 
& Island Lake Rd 

Roundabout
Dexter-Chelsea Road 
and Island Lake Road 
intersection and traf-
fic signal equipment 
upgrades. The traffic 
signal work will in-
clude interconnect-
ing the existing traffic 
signals on Island Lake 
Road, Main Street, 
Ann Arbor Street, 
and Dexter-Ann Ar-
bor Road from Dex-
ter-Pinckney Road 
to Dan Hoey Road. 
The intersection of 
Dexter-Chelsea Rd 
and Island Lake Rd 
is heavily congested 
during peak hours 
of travel. The round-
about will help with 
the flow of traffic and 
improve the safety of 
the intersection.

When will this 
project be completed?

Construction is 
expected to occur in 
2026.

The Dexter-Chel-

sea Road and Island 
Lake Road intersec-
tion will be closed 
to all traffic for the 
construction of the 
roundabout and a de-
tour will be posted.

How can I get 
more information?

WCRC will hold 
a public information 
meeting about these 
projects closer to con-
struction.

WCRC will also 
post project updates 
online at wcroads.
org and on its Face-
book and Twitter 
pages. Subscribe to 
road work adviso-
ries by following this 
link: wcroads.org/res-
idents/subscribe-to-
road-updates/  

For specific ques-
tions on this project, 
contact James Hui, 
project manager, at 
(734) 327-6660 or 
huij@wcroads.org.

what we do would be 
possible without the 
generosity of our do-
nor community for 
which we will be forev-
er grateful,” said Amy 
Forehand, CEF Presi-
dent. 

Each year CEF re-
ceives more grant ap-
plications than funds 
available to support 
100% of the requests. 
“We thought it timely 
to employ items we had 
intended to auction at 
the 2020 Gala Event 
that was sidelined due 
to Covid, for mone-
tary good. Included in 
the auction is a wide 

Making an Impact 
for Teachers - 

Online Auction 

 ➢ continued from page 1 variety of experienc-
es and Chelsea goods 
- jewelry, retail and 
restaurant gift cards, 
ballet & theatre tick-
ets, desserts, dinners 
both at restaurants 
and in-home catering, 
massages, books, Yan-
kee Air Museum ad-
venture, Lions & Red 
Wings gear, NASCAR 
passes, clothing, bev-
erages, wine, distillery 
tour/tasting, pizza par-
ty, symphony tickets, 
and personal training!  
We have some amaz-
ing items and fun ex-
periences for people to 
purchase that will help 
build a stronger Bull-

dog Future,” shared 
Katie Hepler, CEF Vice 
President and Market-
ing Chair.  Detailed 
auction items can be 
found on the Chelsea 
Education Foundation 
Website starting April 
10. 

Chelsea Update 
recently featured an 
example of a teacher 
grant award the Cre-
ative Expression Exhi-
bition at the Chelsea 
High School that was 
supported in part with 
proceeds from Chelsea 
Education Foundation. 
“The projects students 
complete in art, tech-
nology, and music 
help them to build the 
skills of the Portrait 
of a Graduate,” said 
Kim Eder, Beach Mid-
dle School Art Teach-
er. Through elective 
coursework, students 
develop competency in 
communication, cre-
ativity, collaboration, 
and critical thinking 
(the primary skills stu-
dents should be profi-
cient in by graduation). 

Help Chelsea Ed-
ucation Foundation 
continue the legacy 
of Bulldog giving and 
participate in the on-
line fundraising auc-
tion. Contact Katie 
Hepler, vicepresident@
chelseaeducationfoun-
dation.org, for more 
information. 

Photo by Crystal Hayduk. One of the many 
pieces of art on display during the 2023 

Creative Expressions Exhibitions event at 
Beach Middle School.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1
Street Church, 320 
N. Main St., Chelsea. 
Jess is a Cave Canem 
and NYU Alumni, re-
ceived a 2004 Litera-
ture Fellowship from 
the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, and 
was a 2004–2005 Win-
ter Fellow at the Prov-
incetown Fine Arts 
Work Center.  He is the 
author of two books of 
poetry, Leadbelly and 
Olio. Olio won the 
2017 Pulitzer Prize, 
the Anisfield-Wolf 
Book Award, The 
Midland Society Au-
thor’s Award in Poetry, 
and received an Out-
standing Contribution 
to Publishing Citation 
from the Black Cau-
cus of the American 

Chelsea District Library Hosts Three Nationally 
Recognized, Award- Winning Authors! 

Library Association. 
Leadbelly was a win-
ner of the 2004 Na-
tional Poetry Series. 
The Library Journal 
and Black Issues Book 
Review both named it 
one of the “Best Poetry 
Books of 2005.”

Kristin Hersh 
continues the Walk 
at 2:30pm at Chelsea 
First Congregational 
Church, 121 E. Middle 
St., Chelsea. National-
ly recognized, Hersh 
has had a storied ca-
reer as a solo artist and 
a member of bands 
Throwing Muses and 
50FOOTWAVE. Her 
breakthrough memoir, 
Rat Girl, was named 
number 8 in Rolling 
Stones’ list of 25 Great-
est Rock Memoirs of 

All Time. In 2015’s 
Don’t Suck, Don’t Die, 
she writes about her 
friendship with mu-
sician Vic Chesnutt. 
In Toby Snax, Hersh 
delves into the world 
of children’s books, 
encouraging children 
to explore the world 
around them and to 
not be afraid to try 
new things. In 2021 
Hersh released Seeing 
Sideways, a memoir 
focusing on her family. 
Hersh has also written 
some of her albums 
in book form: Wyatt 
at the Coyote Palace, 
Paradise/Purgatory, 
and Crooked.

The Walk con-
cludes at 4pm at 
Chelsea First United 
Methodist Church, 

128 Park St., Chelsea, 
with New York Times 
best-selling author Ja-
mie Ford. Ford is the 
great grandson of Ne-
vada mining pioneer 
Min Chung, who em-
igrated from Hoiping, 
China, to San Francis-
co in 1865, where he 
adopted the western 
name “Ford.” His de-
but novel, Hotel on 
the Corner of Bitter 
and Sweet, spent two 
and a half years on 
the New York Times 
bestseller list. Ford’s 
latest novel, The Many 
Daughters of Afong 
Moy, was named #1 
IndieNext list pick 
for August 2022, as 
well as a Read with 
Jenna book club pick 
for the same month. 

An award-winning 
short story writer, 
Ford’s work has been 
published in multi-
ple anthologies, from 
Asian-themed steam-
punk set in Seattle in 
the Apocalypse Trip-
tych, to stories ex-
ploring the universe 
of masked marvels 
and caped crusaders 
from an Asian Amer-
ican perspective in 
Secret Identities: The 
first Asian American 
Superhero Antholo-
gy, and Shattered: The 
Asian American Com-
ics Anthology. He’s 
also written in other 
genres: speculative, 
dystopian, crime noir, 
and middle-grade 
horror. 

Books will be avail-
able for purchase at 
each location courtesy 
of independent book-
stores Literati and 
Serendipity Books. 
Time will be reserved 
for book signings fol-
lowing each author 
session. For more in-
formation about this 
year’s Midwest Liter-
ary Walk visit mid-
westliterarywalk.org. 

This year’s event 
is sponsored by the 
Friends of Chelsea 
District Library and in 
partnership with Lite-
rati Bookstore, WDET, 
Astral Road Media, 
Chelsea Chamber of 
Commerce, and Ser-
endipity Books.
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From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing
doris@
dandbmarketing.
com 

On May 13th and 
14th Ballet Chelsea 
will present Giselle & 
Gershwin, a stunning 
production directed 
by Assistant Artis-

tic Director, Natalie 
Krienke, supported 
by retiring Artistic 
Director, Wendi Du-
Bois. Combining the 
best of classical and 
contemporary ballet, 
this program will be 
performed at the Dex-
ter High School and 
promises to be an un-

forgettable experience 
for audiences of all 
ages.

This captivating 
production will fea-
ture Act II of Giselle, 
performed by the tal-
ented Ballet Chelsea 
dancers, transporting 
the audience into the 
heart-wrenching tale 

of love and betrayal. 
Through the danc-
ers' exquisite move-
ments, the audience 
will witness the sto-
ry of Giselle and her 
journey to forgive her 
lover and save him, 
and herself, from the 
wrath of the Wilis.

In addition to Act 

II Giselle, the produc-
tion will also celebrate 
George Gershwin's 
musical legacy with 
dynamic and origi-
nal choreography by 
Wendi DuBois. Bal-
let Chelsea dancers 
will bring Gershwin's 
timeless music to life 
with their vibrant 
movement to create 
a mesmerizing visual 
and auditory experi-
ence.

"I am thrilled to 
present Giselle & Ger-
shwin, a production 
that combines the best 
of classical and con-
temporary ballet," said 
Natalie Krienke. “Ger-
shwin's music brings 
out an exuberant, fun 

loving quality in our 
dancers that stretches 
their artistry in new 
ways, and we are ex-
cited to share this dy-
namic performance 
with you,” added Wen-
di DuBois. 

Join Ballet Chel-
sea for an evening of 
exquisite ballet, beau-
tiful music, and unfor-
gettable performanc-
es. Surrender your 
heart to the magic of 
Giselle & Gershwin. 

Giselle & Gersh-
win will be performed 
on May 13th at 7pm 
and May 14th at 2pm, 
at Dexter High School. 
Tickets go on sale 
April 1, 2023 at www.
baletchelsea.org.
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

2023 BOY'S SEC INDOOR MEET LINEUP
@ LINCOLN ATHLETIC BUILDING 

MARCH 23RD, 2023
Adrian, Bedford, Chelsea, Dexter, Jackson, Huron, Monroe, Pinckney,

Medals to the Top 5 Individuals & Top Three Relays
Pinckney, Pioneer, Saline, Skyline, Tecumseh, Ypsilanti, 

& Ypsilanti Lincoln. No Team Scores.

CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS TRACK AND FIELD

Head Boys Track 
Coach David 
Slusser’s comments:

For the opening 
meet of its season, 
the Chelsea Bulldogs 
brought a mixture of 
young talent and ex-
perienced runners to 
compete in an SEC 
showdown. Our vet-
eran leaders compet-
ed hard against a com-
petitive field, while 
our younger guys 
gained valuable ex-
perience and learned 
how to compete at the 
highest level. We en-
tered this meet with 
an elite mindset and 
left satisfied with our 
performances.

The 4x800 relay 
team of Alford, Hart-
suff, Leo Swager, and 
Nick Spruce started 

the racing with a 3rd 
place finish of 8:37. 
The distance squad 
flourished through-
out the meet with an 
8th place finish by Zeb 
Swager in the 1600 
and 3 top five finishes 
in the 3200. Connell 
Alford won the event 
handily with a blister-
ing time of 9:29, while 
Bram Hartsuff place 
2nd and Leo Swa-
ger placed 5th. Nick 
Spruce led the sprints 
with a 6th place finish 
in the 400 meter dash 
with a time of 53.3. 
A young 4x400 relay 
team of Josh Doyle, 
Beckett Boos, Gus 
Wehrly, and Mo Cug-
liari turned in an 8th 
place finish. JJ Turn-
bow jumped an im-
pressive 18 feet in his 

first ever long jump 
event.

The dogs are a 
young squad with 
over half of its 77 kids 
on the roster consist-
ing of freshmen and 
sophomores. As we 
progress throughout 
the season, we will 
rely on our dynam-
ic coaching staff to 
develop our young 
talent while keeping 
our returning athletes 
competitive. This was 
a solid start to the 
2023 season.

Our next meets 
will be Thursday, 
April 6th at Parma 
Western for a varsity 
invitational and Sat-
urday, April 8th at 
Grass Lake for our JV 
squad.

CHELSEA BULLDOGS GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD

On March 23rd, the 
Lady Bulldogs compet-
ed very well at the first 
meet of the season at the 
SEC Indoor Meet, locat-
ed in the Lincoln Athlet-
ic Building (LAB). The 

GIRL’S TRACK & FIELD SEC 
INDOOR MEET SUMMARY

team showed a strong 
competitiveness and 
maturity for a young 
team that was missing 
some key performers. 
Overall, we had 16 plac-
es in the top 8 in the 14 

events contested, while 
earning 6 medals. Se-
nior Brooke Matusik led 
the team with top finish-
es in the 100m hurdles 
(5th) and 300m hurdles 
(2nd). Freshman In-

dia Barney placed 3rd 
in the 100m hurdles 
and 6th in the 300m 
hurdles. Junior Carly 
Garbarczyk placed 4th 
overall in the 60m dash, 
putting her in the top 

three of the fastest 60m 
dash times in Chelsea 
High School history. 
Also, Sophomore Na-
talie DeMea had a very 
good day placing 5th 
in each of her two dis-

tance events (1600m 
and in the 3200m). We 
look forward to getting 
more experience in 
meets with our young 
squad in the upcoming 
weeks. Our next meet is 
at Parma-Western High 
School on Thursday, 
April 6th, followed by 
the Grass Lake Warrior 
Invitational on Satur-
day, April 8th.

The Chelsea Chap-
ter of Sash: Students 
Against Sexual Harass-
ment, is now up and  
running and youth are 
attempting to bring 

New Club to Empower Youth in Chelsea

together and empow-
er youth to end sexual 
harassment and assault.  
The group meets ev-
ery other Wednesday 
at Chelsea District Li-
brary to help survivors 
of assault and to ad-

dress important topics. 
I happened upon 

this youth group 
through their Insta-
gram page.  The Ins-
tagram page features 
informative statistics 
and definitions that 
raise awareness about 
sexual assault, harass-
ment, and violence.   As 
much as it’s a topic that 
we may find uncom-
fortable to talk about, 
talking about it can arm 
youth making them 
less vulnerable. This is 
not just a women’s is-
sue.  It’s an important 
issue for everyone.   A 
clear definition of con-
sent is important for 
every gender.  Sexual 
violence can happen to 
anyone and everyone.   

Meeting topics include: 
sexual harassment de-
fined and its impact on 
students, teen dating 
violence, and how to 
advocate, influence and 
organize. 

I had the oppor-
tunity to speak with 
the cofounders of the 
group this week, Kira 
and Shasta Grifka.  Kira 
was inspired to make a 
change after she experi-
enced harassment on a 
social media platform.  
Her and her friends 
discussed different 
things that happen in 
the world today and 
Kira decided she want-
ed to impact change. 
Her mother, Shasta 
Grifka, jumped in to be 
the adult advisor and 

co founded the Chel-
sea Chapter with Kira.  
The group is meant for 
children from Jr. High 
to High School age and 
is a chapter of a nation-
al organization. The 
group is not affiliated 
with Chelsea School 
District and is not en-
couraging anything but 
body autonomy and 
safety for people. Shas-
ta assured me there is 
a counselor available 
for individual or group 
support.   

Meetings take place 
every other Wednes-
day at Chelsea Library 
upstairs straight back 
into a  room from 
3:30-4:30pm.  The 
next meeting will take 
place Wednesday April 

5th. A half hour of the 
meeting is focused on 
education, with great 
topics for teens and 
preteens to understand.  
Chelsea Sash is looking 
toward the future and 
thinking bout ways to 
create awareness with-
in the community.  But 
first the group needs to 
get established.   For 
more information 
about the national or-
ganization visit  https://
www.sashclub.org/.  To 
keep apprised of Chel-
sea Sash the Instagram 
account regularly pro-
vides meeting times, 
topics and information 
ht tps : / /w w w. ins t a -
gram.com/sash_chel-
sea/.

Pictured are Shasta and Kira Grifka
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From: Washtenaw 
Area Council for 
Children
Timothy Richey, 
Executive Director
3075 W. Clark Rd. 
Suite 110
Ypsilanti, MI  48197
tim@
washtenawchildren.
org

April is Child 
Abuse Prevention 
month, and Washt-
enaw Area Council 
for Children (WACC) 
invites community 
businesses, schools, 
professionals, and 
parents to join us 
in keeping kids safe 
throughout Washten-
aw County. 

Over two-thirds 
of adults in the US 
have reported expe-
riencing one or more 
traumatic experienc-
es before the age of 
18, or Adverse Child-
hood Experiences 
(ACEs) as identified 
by the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). 
Within Washtenaw 

APRIL IS CHILD ABUSE 
PREVENTION MONTH

County alone, 48% of 
children, nearly half, 
are impacted with 1-3 
ACEs.  WACC works 
to eliminate ACEs 
and mitigate their 
impact through ed-
ucation and services 
to youth, parents, 
and professionals 
throughout Washten-
aw County. 

Here are three 
ways to get involved: 

1. Please join us 
for Pancakes for Pre-
vention breakfast on 
April 27 from 8 am 
- 9 am at Ann Arbor 
City Club! This free 
in-person network-
ing event allows com-
munity members a 
chance to sit down for 
breakfast and stand 
up for kids.  Keynote 
speaker Dr. Jennifer 
Towns discusses the 
impact trauma expo-
sure as a child has on 
future relationships.  
Donations will be 
welcome.

2. Support us as 
we take on the Big 
House 5K Run! Even 

though the race is 
filled, you can still 
come out and cheer 
on our runners and 
support this amazing 
community event. 
You can also show 
support for our run-
ners here.

3. If you can’t 
join us in person, 
please learn more at 
www.washtenawchil-
dren.org about how 
you can help us keep 
kids safe in Washten-
aw.   

The Washten-
aw Area Council 
for Children works 
in partnership with 
Children’s Trust 
Michigan to end vic-
timization before it 
happens. The agency 
offers educational ser-
vices and programs 
to children, teens, 
parents, community 
members, and pro-
fessionals throughout 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty that support their 
safety and well-being.

WACC’s mission 
is to promote child 

safety and well-be-
ing and to prevent 
child maltreatment, 
abuse, and neglect 
through educational 
service and programs 
for children, parents, 
community mem-
bers, and youth-serv-
ing professionals 
throughout Washten-
aw County.   Programs 

include Cyber-safety, 
Anti-bullying, Well-
ness & Resiliency, 
Body Safety, We Care, 
Safe Sleep, Shaken 
Baby, and educational 
programs for children 
and youth-serving 
professionals. 

For More Infor-
mation on Washten-
aw Area Council for 
Children (WACC), 
please reach out to 
Executive Director, 
Tim Richey or visit us 
at our website or on 
social media.

Washtenaw Area Council for Children:  
www.washtenawchildren.org
Facebook:  
Washtenaw Area Council for Children
 Instagram:  @WashtenawChildren
Twitter:  @washtenwchildrn
Youtube Channel:  
@WashtenawAreaCouncil4Children
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From: Wendy Welch 
Dogs getting lost 

in Washtenaw County 
haven’t been so lucky 
lately.

The Humane So-
ciety of Huron Val-
ley (HSHV), the only 

Why aren’t lost dogs getting back 
home in Washtenaw County?

Humane Society of Huron Valley sees its lowest return-to-
owner rate in years

shelter in Washtenaw 
County and Plymouth 
for stray animals, has 
seen a significant de-
crease in the number 
of animals returned to 
owners this year.

While HSHV has 

been taking in more 
lost/stray animals than 
in past years, in 2023, 
the shelter has only 
been able to return 43% 
of lost dogs to owners; 
that’s the lowest in over 
20 years.  An increas-

ing number of dogs 
are coming in without 
tags or microchips, or 
if they do, they have 
incorrect information.

Hershey, a choco-
late lab mix, was wan-
dering around the Bar-
ton Hills area of Ann 
Arbor about a week 
ago. He came right up 
to a finder and sat on 
their porch as if to ask 
them to call his family, 
but he had neither a tag 
nor a microchip.

Lack of identifica-
tion is ongoing prob-
lem for cats as well, 
who are even less likely 
than dogs to have a tag 
or microchip. 

“This is prevent-
able heartache. As an 
organization taking in 
lost animals, we be-
lieve our first job is 
to get animals back 
to the loving families 
they already have,” 
says Tanya Hilgendorf, 
HSHV’s CEO. “Ani-
mals can’t tell us their 
address or their mom’s 
name. Their best ticket 
home is identification. 
Microchips result in 
hundreds of family re-
unions here at HSHV, 
are safe, inexpensive, 

and usually last a life-
time.”

Owners can get 
their pets micro-
chipped at any veter-
inarian’s office or for 
only $20 at HSHV’s 
Low Cost Vaccine 
Clinics, held month-
ly. Microchips are not 
GPS-enabled and can-
not do location track-
ing, but help identify 
ownership. Tags are 
highly encouraged, 
too, though sometimes 
they can get torn off 
when pets scale fences 
or other terrain travel-
ing.

“It’s estimated that 
1 in 3 pets gets lost 
sometime in their life-
time,” says Hilgendorf, 
“So this happens to 
even the best pet own-
ers. We can’t empha-
size the importance of 
microchips enough—
along with ensuring 
your contact informa-
tion is updated.”

A national study 
of more than 7,700 
stray animals in shel-
ters showed stray dogs 
with microchips were 
more than twice as 
likely to be returned to 
their owners; cats more 

than 20 times. Some 
cities like Houston and 
states like Hawaii have 
mandated pet micro-
chipping. No city in 
Michigan requires mi-
crochips.

In addition to en-
suring they have tags 
and microchips with 
current contact infor-
mation, HSHV also 
reminds people if they 
find or lose an animal 
to immediately make 
a report in hopes they 
can make more happy 
family reunions hap-
pen. Pet lost and found 
reports can be made at 
hshv.org/lostandfound 
or by calling 734-661-
3545.  More informa-
tion on helping find 
a lost pet as well as 
listings of pets found 
can be found on their 
website and Facebook 
page.

“This troubling 
trend also adds to the 
overcrowding that we 
and other shelters are 
experiencing right 
now,” says Hilgendorf. 
“These pups and kitties 
should be going back 
home, not sitting in 
our shelters waiting for 
new homes.”
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Chelsea Police Department 
Weekly Summary

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

 ➢ continued from page 1

Incident #: 23-1178

Location: 1200 block of S. Main St.

Date: March 21, 2023

Time: 11:26 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to the 1200 
block of S. Main Street 
for the report of an Em-
bezzlement complaint. 
Upon arrival the offi-
cer met with the com-
plainant who stated 
that they had recently 
suspected that an em-
ployee had been com-

mitting bottle return 
slip fraud. A check of 
available video surveil-
lance footage revealed 
that during a previ-
ous shift the suspect 
was scanning the slips 
and taking the money. 
The officer identified 
the suspect as being a 
20-year-old Chelsea 
woman and determined 
that she was on the 

premises. The officer 
conducted an interview 
of the suspect and she 
was placed under arrest 
and transported to the 
Chelsea Police Depart-
ment for booking and 
processing. The suspect 
was then released pend-
ing warrant review and 
authorization by the 
Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

I had the opportu-
nity to visit one of Chel-
sea’s newest businesses 
this past week.  Chel-
sea Outfitters opened 
about two weeks ago at 
105 S Main St.   I was 
able to speak with Me-
gan Trenary, one of the 
owners of the store.  

Upon entering, I 
noticed several hats 
hanging on the wall 
that would protect the 
skin from the sun while 
gardening.   I noticed a 
display of seeds with a 
focus on pollinator gar-
dens.  Snow shoes hung 
over the register and 
cute patches lined one 
wall opposite bottles 
and cloth diapers.  

I asked Megan what 
the store's mission is, “ 
less waste,” she stated. 
“Zero waste is intimi-
dating and not always 
realistic.”  Megan and 
her husband chose the 
location based on the 
location.  She thought 
community members 
could take one trip, 
head over to Agricole 
for local food, stop in 
Chelsea Outfitters for 
a wide variety of en-

Business Spotlight: 
Chelsea Outfitters

vironmentally friend-
ly items and run next 
door to Farm Sudz for 
their zero waste items 
they are offering, thus 
using less gas and not 
having to order one 
thing at a time online 
with excessive packag-
ing.  It makes running 
errands  very conve-
nient having the stores 
so close. Megan also 
explained that many of 
her items have an out-
door twist.   She notes 
the proximity to Water-
loo as a great resource 
for outdoor recreation  
and she’d like to cater 
to that population.  

Do not feel intim-
idated walking inside, 
not knowing a lot 
about the topic, Megan 
is not sanctimonious, 
she’s happy to help ed-
ucate and she under-
stands not being able 
to do a complete over-
haul.  She seems happy 
to encourage everyone 
to do whatever is pos-
sible.  I explained that 
we no longer grow our 
milkweed so the mon-
archs have food and a 
place to grow.  While I 
haven’t solved climate 
instability, it’s a little 
something I can do to 

help pollinators.  She 
offers a free makers 
section where shop-
pers can repair items 
for longer use, patch 
jeans, sew rips and use 
longer rather than buy 
new ones.  If you can’t 
sew she offers no sew 
patches and will glad-
ly help with projects if 
she has the time.  The 
store has a no new bag 
philosophy so if you 
don’t have a bag she has 
a few she's reusing and 
is sewing old t shirts 
into bags for custom-
ers.  She just asks  that 
you donate your old 
shirts in the future.   In 
the next few weeks, 
she’s adding a refill sta-
tion where customers 
can get laundry deter-
gent without the bulky, 
wasteful plastic jugs.  
She offers a selection of 
cloth diapers she finds 
to be affordable and 
quality.  She also has  
hygiene products  she 
believes are safe and are 
more eco friendly than 
the standard options.

Megan explained 
that her background 
is in retail and her and 
her husband were dai-
ly trying to live a less 
wasteful lifestyle but 

neither felt like it was 
enough.  Opening a 
store to provide op-
tions to the local com-
munity seemed like the 
logical next step. The 
store is loaded with 
beautiful eco-friend-

ly items, often with a 
charitable  aspect to 
the product line.  But, 
my experience was the 
best resource of Chel-
sea Outfitters is Megan 
who is happy to share 
her knowledge and 

encourage your less 
waste lifestyle.  Chelsea 
Outfitters is located at 
105 S. Main, and their 
hours are Tue, Wed, 
Thur 10am-5pm Fri, 
Sat 10am-6pm.

Incident #: 23-1777

Location: 500 block of S. Main St.

Date: March 21, 2023

Time: 10:59 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was ap-
proached by an employ-
ee of a local business in 
the 500 block of S. Main 
Street regarding a hit 
and run crash. The com-

plainant stated that the 
crash had taken place 
on February 12, 2023 at 
approximately 1:12 pm. 
The complainant stat-
ed that a blue Jeep had 
backed into one of the 
gas pumps and caused 

damage to the pump 
and then fled the scene. 
At the time of the re-
port there was no infor-
mation on the identity 
of the driver.


