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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

The meeting began 
with: 1. Call to order/
roll call/adoption of 
agenda/consent agenda.  
Trustee Poulter submit-
ted her letter of resig-
nation effective January 
17. 

Approval of the 
minutes from the De-
cember 13, 2021 was 
next; Regular Board 
Meeting. Minutes were 
approved 4-0.  The con-
sent agenda was ap-
proved. 

Election of Board of 
Education Officers:

3a). President;  It 
was moved that Jason 
Eyster be President of 
the school board.  The 
motion passed 4-0. 

Chelsea Board of 
Education Elects Officers

3b). Vice President; 
Erik Wilkenson was 
nominated for V. P.  He 
was elected 4-0. 

3c). Election of Sec-
retary;  Laura Bush was 
nominated as secretary. 
The motion passed 4-0.

3d). Election of 
Treasurer; Shawn Quil-
ter was nominated and 
elected as Treasurer.

4. Special Presenta-
tions:

a. Board Appreci-
ation - Dr. Helber.  Dr. 
Helber noted how dif-
ficult it has been for 
board members every-
where.  She thanked the 
Board for their service 
to the district during a 
very difficult time for 
schools. 

5. Staff Reports are 

on the agenda for the 
public to read. 

6. Communications.
7. Board Member 

and Student Liaison 
Reports;  ISD ribbon 
cutting ceremony at 
high point school.   The 
24th is legislative break-
fast.   Requirements 
for a board vacancy.  It 
needs to be filled within 
30 days after it officially 
occurs. February 14th 
a new board member 
needs to be appointed. 
Submit interest in writ-
ing to the election offi-
cer.  If the board wants 
to conduct interviews 
it needs to be a special 
meeting and conducted 
in public.  Full vote by 
the board and selection 
based on majority vote 

likely on February 14. 
8. Public Input;  A 

parent  spoke about his 
children suffering un-
der virtual school.  He 
spoke to encourage the 
board  to stay open. He 
believes everyone is act-
ing in good faith, but he 
asked the superinten-
dent to discuss the deci-
sions with the board. 

10. Consent Action 
Items passed 4-0.

 10a). Action Item 
38-21-22.  Superinten-
dent Helber recom-
mends the Board ap-
prove the High School 
Course Offerings Hand-
book.

10b). Action Item 
39-21-22. Superinten-
dent Helber recom-

Chocolate! Chocolate! 
Chocolate! 

#shopchelseamich Chocolate Extravaganza 2022

Story on page 7

Chelsea First United Methodist Church Hosts 
Multicultural Concert in Celebration of MLK Day

Story on page 9. Photos By: Aimee Bingham Osinski.
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The end of the 
holiday season brings 
on different emotions 
and expectations.  In 
our state it means a 
long cloudy winter 
with the promise of an 
early spring.  Howev-
er, for those who have 
depression or have 
gone through trying 
times, it is difficult to 
experience hope.

In a fulfilling life 
two things are critical.  
Purpose, and hope. In 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs, food, shelter 
and clothing are the 

Finding hope
foundation. In order 
to meet these basic 
needs one must have 
the drive to survive 
and move up to the 
next level of needs in 
life. Purpose in this 
instance is obvious. 
But if you don’t have 
hope, your purpose 
may not be fulfilled.  
In my professional 
and personal opin-
ion, most suicides are 
committed by people 
who have lost hope 
for a better life. With-
out hope in our lives, 
we will stagnate, or 

even die. 
There is a strong 

spiritual component 
to the meaning of 
hope. Its roots are 
based on faith. Faith 
of things seen and 
unseen. Hope is in-
trinsic. It has value on 
its own.  It cannot be 
seen or touched.  It 
cannot be scientifical-
ly proven to be pres-
ent.  But we all know 
it when we have it.  
Hope is based on the 
value of life in and of 
itself. But hope can 
also be based on a be-

lief of a higher power 
or belief in something 
greater than ourselves. 
However, to possess 
hope does not neces-
sarily have to rely on 
a spiritual plane. It can 
be internal and also 
based on concrete ev-
idence. But one must 
seek it and experience 
it for it to be of value.

Early in my career, 
I worked with an 11 
year old who was from 
the eastern block of 
Europe.  She had come 
from an orphanage; 
abandoned at birth.  

She had a lot of emo-
tional baggage, based 
mostly from early 
trauma.  She had been 
adopted and then 
abandoned by the 
adoptive parents in 
this country.  She was 
a stranger in a strange 
land. Despite my best 
efforts, I could not in-
still real hope for her.  
As far as I know she 
survived, but is living 
a life of dismal out-
comes. She had little 
hope for a better life; 
internally as well as 
circumstantially. This 

was a lesson for me on 
the importance of in-
stilling hope in others 
who feel hopeless.

So where do we 
find hope when our 
life seems void of 
hope? The first thing 
that comes to my 
mind is a saying in Al-
coholics Anonymous. 
“Fake it until you 
make it.” Believe it or 
not, this can work for 
some, and for others it 
can be a starting point. 
I have lived a good life. 
Fortune has dealt me a 
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Stressless® Mayfair 
shown in Paloma Vanilla

® Mary 

$400 OFF STRESSLESS
When you donate $50 or more to Food Gatherers

*Conditions apply, see store for details.

GET UP TO

Ends January 17, 2022

Together with Merkel Furniture, let's extend the 
season of giving.  Through January 17th, donate $50 

or more to Food Gatherers through Merkel, and 
save up to $400 on Stressless seating.

merkelfurniture.com
2 0 5  S  M a i n  S t ,  C h e l s e a ,  M I

FINE ARTS FUN 
LEARNING (finearts-
funlearning.com) pre-
school and summer 
camps opened in Chel-
sea, MI in August 2021 
and is proving to be a 
wonderful place for 
children to laugh, learn 
and develop language 
through books, art, 
music and much more.

Currently, there are 
openings for ages 4, 5, 
and 6. School hours 
are Monday through 
Friday from 9am-1pm 
with possible before 
and after care. My 
preschool is open the 
same days that Chel-
sea District Schools are 
open. On days which 
Chelsea schools are 
closed, I may be open 
as “drop-in” days for 
the public. Preregistra-
tion is required.

You are invited to 
contact me, Sharon 
Broyles, the instruc-
tor holding a Masters 
in Education, at my 
Chelsea preschool lo-
cation to talk through 
questions you may 
have. Please call 765-
720-7373 for more 
information or vis-
it FINEARTSFUN-
L E A R N I N G . C O M 
and facebook: Fine 
Arts Fun Learning pre-
school.

We have “Front 
Yard Field Trips!” 
Rather than traveling 
to an offsite location, 
I’ve had community 
workers come to our 
front yard to have a 
hands-on experienc-
es. Brushing and rid-
ing a pony, sitting in 
Chelsea’s fire engine, 

FINE ARTS FUN 
LEARNING PRESCHOOL 
IN CHELSEA OPEN AND 

GROWING

 ➢ continued from page 1 being introduced to a 
woodworker are only 
a few of our front yard 
experiences that have 
been scheduled or have 
already taken place. 
A sincere thank yours 
offered to several com-
munity workers who 
have visited us and 
offered hands-on con-
nections to the com-
munity.

I am aware that 
many other preschools 
have closed, are filled to 
capacity with a waiting 
list or the staff is short 
handed and as a result 
have had to decrease 
their student enroll-
ment until more staff 
is available. I’m also 
aware that many par-
ents are not wanting 
enrollment for all-day 
kindergarten as they 
prefer part-time. This 
has created a tremen-
dous need for more 
preschool openings. 
I’m delighted to offer 
parents enrollment 
opportunities here 
at FINE ARTS FUN 
LEARNING preschool 
and summer camps.

A bit about my-
self and the preschool: 
I have specialized 
in teaching ages 3-7 
during my career in 
regular and special 
needs classes. In the 
past, I have had many 
years of teaching in 
school settings such as 
public, private, home 
schooling and tutoring. 
My passion in teaching 
is to create an amazing 
learning atmosphere, 
have hands on experi-
ences in music, art, and 
academics and for each 
child to grow in confi-

dence and self aware-
ness as they enjoy in-
teracting with others. 
In our classroom, you 
will find a variety of 
art, science and aca-
demic tools and learn-
ing stations.

PARENT TESTI-
MONIES:

Mother of En-
rolled Child

“When we bought 
a house this spring, 
there were couple of 
options out of town, 
but we decided to find 
one in Chelsea due 
to this Fine Arts Fun 
Learning Preschool 
and it was a one of the 
best decisions

I made! or I would 
say God made with 
me!

My son literally 
loves every moment in 
the school!

There are always 
great activities to con-
tinue to inspire chil-
dren. The thing I love 
the most about is the 
teacher truly cares 
about and loves chil-
dren. As an educa-
tor and parent, I am 
very pleased with this 
school and I could 
think of no better place 
to give my kids a head 
start in life!

Misuzu

Mother of En-
rolled Child

"My 4yr old daugh-
ter is showing such 
amazing progress in 
many skills and abili-
ties, but most of all she 
loves it! Sharon Broyles 
is an incredible teach-
er/owner and I love the 
schedule. My daugh-
ter attends the full day 
which is M-F 9am to 
1pm (at an incredi-
bly economic price!) 
This schedule gives 
her consistent learn-
ing and gives me time 
for my day. Today, the 
preschool had a "Front 
Yard

Field Trip" where a 
tiny pony was brought! 
How fun is that?! 
Above all, I love that 
my daughter has her 

faith in God supported 
as apart of the curric-
ulum. Fine Arts Fun 
Learning Preschool is 
perfect for us!"

Rachel

Summer camps 
will have the topics 
of music with hands 
on experiences of real 
instruments (dulci-
mer, uke, marimbula 
and more), art (wire 
art, clay, drawing and 
painting) and tutoring 
(through play). Camps 
will be 1 or 2 weeks in 
length. Camp informa-
tion and dates will be 
coming soon on my 
website fineartsfun-
learning.com.

I encourage you 
to spread the word 
about the wonderful 
preschool to others 
who may be in need of 
enrolling their child. 

Feel free to call 765-
720-7373 or email sha-
ronmbroyles@gmail.
com to schedule a tour!

Looking forward to 
meeting you! 

Sharon Broyles

*On February 
10th, you can see a live 
on-line presentation of 
my preschool as I have 
been invited to partic-

ipate in the Preschool 
Exposition put on by 
the Chelsea District 
Library. There you will 
have a chance to see the 
classroom, ask ques-
tions and hear details 
about the wonderful 
program I offer.  Please 
contact the Chelsea 
District Library for 
more information.*
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1
mends the Board ap-
prove the hire of Austin 
Elam as a middle school 
guidance counselor and 
be placed on MA Step 
1 of the CEA Master 
Agreement. 

11. Individual Ac-
tion Items. 

11a). Action Item 
40-21-22.  Superinten-
dent Helber recom-
mends the Board ap-
prove the 2021-2022 
Amended Budget as 
presented. Board mem-
ber Eyster spoke re-
garding the budget.  He 
noted the budget was 
created attempting to 
conserve finances.  He 
believes that  fund bal-
ance is set and does 
meet guidelines.The 
goal of this budget is to 
tighten it up from the 
start when financing 
was still in question.
There was a question 
about the Esser Funds.  
There will be discussion 
about the uses that are 
allowable.  Most people 
do not have plans ready 
yet. Solid survey on how 
people want the fund 

Chelsea Board of Education 
Elects Officers

spent.  It’s all coming in 
in different ways.  Some 
is state aid but some is 
reimbursement.  The 
modified budget passed 
5-0.

12. Information and 
Discussion:

12a). The Super-
intendent advises the 
Board that the Superin-
tendent's Evaluation is 
due by March 1.

12b) . Committee 
and Liaison Assign-
ments were made. 

12c). The first read-
ing of the bid tab for 
summer Bond projects.  
Not as many bids as  
usual.  Two categories 
had no bids. Six catego-
ries were covered. This 
will be seen in another 
meeting as an action 
item. 

12d). Esser Funds;  
892 students, over 600 
parents and a good 
deal of staff responded.  
There was a great re-
sponse.  Mental health 
services were ranked 
very high from each 
group. The summer 
program was discussed.
Trying to determine if 

it helped avoid a typical 
summer loss.  The pro-
gramming is being eval-
uated currently. Next 
steps for the funds is 
the administrative team 
will dig into this a little 
more. The next step will 
be to develop a plan. It 
will be brought in front 
of the board to view. 

13. Public Input;  A 
parent requested infor-
mation on quarantine 
guidelines.  She request-
ed that if students are 
threatened with suspen-
sion it should be done 
in an equitable way. She 
is grateful that staying 
open has been made a 
priority. 

14. Superintendent 
Report; The superin-
tendent  discussed the 
changes in Covid 19 
protocol.  School is con-
sidered low risk.  The 
notification process 
is more like pertussis.  
Quarantine period for 
those who have Covid 
has been reduced to 5 
days, which is helping 
with staffing issues. If 
you are exposed with-
out symptoms and 

you’re wearing a mask 
you can come to school. 
The district will have 
released the full details 
by the time this goes to 
print.  If you have symp-
toms you will need to 
be tested.  She is doing 
everything she can to 
keep the kids in school.  
The issue in the county 
districts is schools be-
ing short staffed.  75% 
attendance requirement  
for funding. Last week 
was the highest week 
of Covid cases, still 
85% attendance. Chel-
sea is hanging on with 
transportation. A lot of 
days the mechanic and 
director are on buses.   
Chelsea is trying to get 
more tests.  An order for 
600 more tests has been 
placed.  Career tech-
nical expansion.  Most 
programs are in Saline 
and Chelsea would like 
to add some, maybe as 
a satellite.  Ypsilanti and 
Ann Arbor are not in 
the consortium.  Look-
ing at creating programs 
around the county that 
are accessible,  Looking 
at ways to get teachers 

certified, similar to the 
para to teacher pro-
gram.  

1 5 . C o m m e n d a -
tions/Thank-you. Mr. 
Lucas was commended 
for football. The fifth 
and sixth grade robotics 
leader was also com-
mended.   

16. Upcoming Events
Monday, January 

17 - No School – Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day

Monday, January 24 
- 6:30 PM - Board Meet-
ing - WSEC

Monday, February 
13 - 6:30 PM - Board 
Meeting – South Mead-

ows
February 18-21 – 

No School – Presidents’ 
Weekend

Monday, February 
28 - 6:30 PM - Board 
Meeting – Work Session

March 28 – April 
1 – No School – Spring 
Break

Monday, March 14 - 
6:30 PM - Board Meet-
ing – High School

Monday, April 11 
-6:30 PM – Board Meet-
ing - WSEC

18. Adjournment, 
the meeting adjourned.
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By: Michelle Elie, Re-
altor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@
gmail.com

Hello Chelsea, and 
happy 2022 to you all.  
I’m hoping your hol-

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
2021 Sales Recap

The data used in these 
articles is obtained 

from the Ann Arbor 
Area Board of 
Realtors ML

iday season was filled 
with lasting memories 
of time spent with fam-
ily and friends, and that 
you’re ready to tackle 
2022 head on!

I’ve compiled the 
sales statistics for the 

entire year in the Chel-
sea School District.  
The sales represent all 
properties sold within 
the school district, with 
some mailing addresses 
possibly being in Grass 
Lake, or Dexter. 

 2021          2020
Total number of homes sold  309     277
Average List Price  375,495   330,200
Average Sale Price 377,350 321,361
Average days on Market  28 48
Median days on Market 8 18

I believe this is the 
first time in my 22 year 
career, the average sale 
price exceeds the av-
erage list price.  That is 
absolutely remarkable!  
This is a perfect repre-
sentation of what I’ve 
been documenting in 
my quarterly articles; 
extreme buyer demand 
driving sale prices well 
beyond list price cre-
ating the ultimate sell-
ers market.  Something 
else striking here is the 
marked reduction in 

days the homes spent 
on the market before 
accepting offers.  Savvy 
sellers spent time pre-
paring their homes for 
showings making them 
shine to catch the buyers 
eye.

What can we ex-
pect moving forward in 
2022?  The Ann Arbor 
Board of Realtors re-
cently released an arti-
cle indicating the sellers 
market will continue at 
least through the year, 
as well as the supply/

demand discrepancy 
in the market.  We can 
expect a bump in inter-
est rates, but hopefully 
nothing that will signifi-
cantly affect the month-
ly house payments on 
new purchases.

Thinking about en-
tering into the buyer or 
sellers market this year?  
Please feel free to con-
tact me and I’d be happy 
to help you navigate the 
market. 

fair hand. Better than 
most, not as good as 
others.  I have learned 
from those who have 
weathered very dif-
ficult times is to take 
inventory of your 
blessings.  For exam-
ple, do you have food 
in the refrigerator? A 
roof over your head?  
Gas in your car? If 
you have these then 
you are indeed fortu-
nate. Don’t take the 
little things for grant-
ed. Hope dwells in the 
small blessings of life.

My daughter con-
tracted Covid last 
week.  Despite doing 
all the right things she 
became sick.  Fortu-
nately it is like a real 
bad case of the flu. It 
could have been much 
worse. As I was leaving 
for work today a wom-
an in an N-95 mask 
was walking up my 
driveway with a pa-
per bag. I did not rec-
ognize her so I asked 
her if I could be of 
help.  She said she had 
soup and other good-
ies for Hannah.  When 
I asked her name I 
instantly recognized 

Finding 
hope

her from Facebook. I 
only knew her from 
there but she knew my 
daughter. This was an 
act of kindness rare-
ly seen these days. I 
wondered who bene-
fited more; my daugh-
ter or this kind wom-
an? I have learned that 
the simple act of help-
ing others benefits us 
greatly. Not only is 
she instilling hope 
through kindness for 
my daughter (and me) 
but also in her. If you 
are feeling drained 
of hope, reach out to 
others less fortunate to 
find hope within.

Hope can be found 
in many ways.  When 
I am down a nice long 
and hard hike can 
bring me back to re-
ality of how good I 
have it. When the sun 
is not shining and the 
wind is blowing while 
it is 15 degrees out, it 
is hard to muster up 
the energy and enthu-
siasm to go out and 
find hope on the trails 
of the woods that sur-
round my home. But 
if I “Just do it” I will 
come out of the woods 
feeling better and my 

bleak attitude will 
have diminished. This 
is one thing that works 
for me. Ask yourself 
what will brighten 
your day?  What can 
you do to bring your 
mind out of the dark-
ness that you have 
gone into? It may take 
some work, It may 
take some energy, It 
may take being un-
comfortable. But if it 
has worked in the past 
then it should work 
again.

There is no one 
right answer in find-
ing hope and mean-
ing in your life.  But 
do know, that your life 
has value for yourself 
and for others.  Nev-
er take for granted the 
things that you have 
and the things that 
you may obtain in 
your journey. As Win-
ston Churchill said 
during the Battle of 
Britain, “Never, Never, 
Never give up.”  You 
never know what you 
might miss if you stop 
moving forward.

Michael Patter-
son, LMSW

Namaste Family 
Services

 ➢ continued from page 2
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From: D&B Strategic 
Marketing

In the midst of 
a Michigan winter, 
#shopchelseamich mer-
chants are giving you a 
delightful reason to visit 
downtown Chelsea - the 
13th Annual Chocolate 
Extravaganza - an event 
for the sweetest of souls, 
a day dedicated to the 
sweet we all love!  Come 
to Chelsea on Saturday, 
February 12th for a 
day of fun, friends, and 
chocolate.  

“Emphasis on the 
word ‘Extravaganza’, 
said Jennifer Fairfield, 
Owner of The Garden 
Mill. We have choco-
late makers, and bak-
ers demonstrating their 
craft; a penguin egg 
hunt for children (ages 
2-7); a return of Home 
Domes; pop-up shops; 
drawings for a a one-
night stay, a bottle of 
wine, and chocolates at 
Chelsea Comfort Inn; 
a drawing to win one 
of two packages of Jif-
fy Mix products and 
recipe book; and a Jug-
gling Savant to add to 
the merriment as peo-
ple meander through 
stores, restaurants, and 
demonstrations.  

While Chelsea is a 
relatively small commu-
nity, it has a big heart 
and a lot to offer!! If you 
share a passion for choc-
olate, please join this 

Chocolate!
Chocolate! Chocolate! 
#shopchelseamich Chocolate Extravaganza 2022

decadent festival. Take 
advantage of the perfect 
opportunity to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day and to 
purchase gifts for your 
loved ones. A gift card 
from your favorite Chel-
sea business is always in 
style… from restaurants 
and shops alike!  

# s h op c h e l s e a m -
ich merchants will be 
showcasing their ser-
vices, food, beverages, 
gifts, and merchandise. 
To see the participat-
ing merchants visit the 
website www.shopchel-
seamich.com.  - details 
about specific offerings 
will be added soon.  

Remember small 
businesses are the heart 
of our community and 
are among the heroes 
of our local economy. 
Small businesses create 
jobs and growth, and 
they continue to face 
the  challenge of a life-
time. The COVID-19 
pandemic isn't just a 
public health emergen-
cy; it's also an econom-
ic crisis that is hitting 
small businesses excep-
tionally hard. The mer-
chants are grateful for 
the many local and loyal 
customers who  recog-
nize just how important 
these businesses are in 
making Chelsea a great 
place to live and visit. 

While you are out 
and about shopping in 
Chelsea, celebrate Val-

entine's Day with a tour 
of SculptureWalk, Chel-
sea's outdoor sculpture 
gallery. Open every day, 
all day! Information 
about the sculptures 
and artists who creat-
ed them is located at 
SculptureWalk Chelsea

"Sharing the love" 
is a popular theme for 
Valentine's Day. As you 
plan your Valentine's 
gift shopping, please 
note that during this 
very challenging season, 
hours vary by business; 
be patient, kind, and 
check their hours when 
you plan your visit. 

Thank you Mykala 
Mortgage Planning for 
being a local lender who 
supports local business-
es!

A group of inde-
pendent business own-
ers who possess entre-
preneurial spirits has 
joined forces and creat-
ed #shopchelseamich. 
This collaborative team 
includes a network of 
30 Chelsea shops and 
restaurants who have 
participated in and pro-
moted Wine, Women 
& Shopping, Choco-
late Extravaganza, and 
Fresh Air Market events 
over the years. 

Chelsea District Library’s 
First-Ever Preschool Expo

From: Jessica Zubik, 
Youth & Teen 
Librarian 

Are you deciding 
on the first school 
experience for your 
child? Chelsea Dis-
trict Library is here to 
help! In our first-ever 
Preschool Expo, local 
preschool directors 
and staff will gather 
virtually to allow fam-
ilies a one-stop place 
to ask questions and 
compare options be-

fore registrations be-
gin in the spring. 

Hosted by the 
Chelsea District Li-
brary, the Preschool 
Expo will take place 
via Zoom on Satur-
day, February 5, from 
10am–1pm. Directors 
from each school will 
have approximate-
ly 15–20 minutes 
to speak and share 
information about 
their programs. Each 
speaker session will 

be followed immedi-
ately by time for ques-
tions from parents. 
Register at https://bit.
ly/CDLPSExpo to re-
ceive the Zoom link, 
or call the library at 
(734) 475-8732, ext. 
209 for assistance reg-
istering.

“As I began con-
sidering preschools 
for my own child, I 
discovered there was 
a bit of an informa-
tion gap in our town,” 

said Youth & Teen Li-
brarian Jessica Zubik, 
who is facilitating the 
event. “Bringing to-
gether these different 
programs at a single 
location and time al-
lows parents to have 
a one-stop-shop ex-
perience. They can 
learn about all of the 
options available to 
them, and ask ques-
tions before commit-
ting.” 

For parents new 

to the school experi-
ence, the possibilities 
and questions can be 
overwhelming. Let-
ting a little one out 
of the nest, even for 
a few hours just a 
couple days a week, 
can be an emotion-
ally-charged mile-
stone for both parent 
and child. Gathering 
information, taking 
time to find the best 
option, and having 
the opportunity to ask 

questions can make 
all the difference.

Confirmed pre-
schools at the Expo 
include the Chelsea 
Community Pre-
school, Chelsea Chil-
dren’s Cooperative 
Preschool, Lambs of 
our Savior Christian 
Preschool, Chelsea 
KinderCare, Avila 
Child Care Center, 
Light of the World 
Montessori, and Fine 
Arts Fun Learning. 
Read more details 
about each organiza-
tion and see the full 
schedule of events at 
https://bit.ly/CDLPS-
Expo.

“I originally be-
gan planning this 
Expo to be an in-per-
son event, but like so 
many things over the 
past two years, we 
have had to have some 
flexibility,” said Zu-
bik. “One huge ben-
efit of hosting online 
is that parents and 
caregivers can jump 
right onto Zoom 
from home, without 
needing to arrange 
for childcare or wor-
rying about travel on 
a snowy day.”
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS, BAD DRIVERS, CHOCOLATE 

DONUTS AND BRUSHING TEETH WITH PEPSI

Happy New Year 
everyone.

The beginning of 
the new year is always 
a time of hope, a time 
of optimism and a time 
for resolutions.

Well, for me, at 
least, two weeks into 
2022 and, um, I’ve al-
ready broken every 
single one of my New 
Year’s resolutions.

I know, I’m weak.
I seriously don’t 

know why I make New 
Year’s resolutions. But 
there I am, every New 
Year’s Eve, watching 
the ball drop in Times 
Square in New York 
City and making my 
resolutions. Every year 
I sit on my couch and 
write down my New 
Year’s resolutions as 

the announcer on TV 
counts down the final 
few seconds of the old 
year.

And every year I 
break my resolutions.

I think my person-
al record for keeping 
my New Year’s resolu-
tions was making it to 
mid-February before 
breaking down. If I’m 
remembering correctly, 
I believe that personal 
record was in the early 
2000s.

This year, I lasted a 
whole two weeks before 
obliterating my New 
Year’s resolutions for 
2022. That’s pretty aver-
age for me actually.

My 2022 New Year’s 
resolutions were as fol-
lows —

1. Lose weight.
2. Stop drinking 

pop and instead drink 
more water.

3. Clean out my 
spare bedroom and 
finally turn it into 
the Man Cave of my 
Dreams.

4. Be a kinder, gen-
tler driver behind the 
wheel this year.

5. Read more and 
watch TV less.

Those resolutions 
are all pretty simple and 
seemingly easy, right? 
I’m not resolving to 
climb Mount Everest 
or compete in my first 
triathlon. Every one 
of my resolutions are 
completely and wholly 
doable — for a strong-
willed, disciplined Navy 
Seal, err, I mean normal 
person.

I’m certainly not a 
Navy Seal and appar-
ently I’m not normal.

I kid you not, as I sit 
writing this column I’m 
eating an entire bag of 
chocolate donuts. Also 
today I had two Snick-
ers bars, a bag of Ruf-
fles potato chips and 
a vanilla shake. I truly 
have to think hard to 
remember the last time 
I ate a vegetable. I did 
have a banana yesterday 
so that’s good, right. 
See? I’m eating healthy. 
I know, I know, Resolu-
tion No. 1 destroyed.

Resolution No. 2? 
Don’t make me laugh. 
I had a two-liter of 
Pepsi on New Year’s 
Day watching football 
in my recliner. I really 
don’t know why I made 

that resolution. Know-
ing me, I was probably 
drinking a can of pop 
as I sat writing my res-
olutions. I know, it’s 
messed up. So, yeah, 
Resolution No. 2 is 
obliterated — like real-
ly obliterated. I brushed 
my teeth with Pepsi 
yesterday. I’m kidding. 
Or am I?

Resolution No. 3? 
This one actually could 
happen. Though sadly 
I’ve already added to 
the mountain of “stuff ” 
in my spare bedroom/
dream man cave room. 
A bag full of “work 
gifts” from the compa-
ny Christmas party and 
a few random shirts my 
brother-in-law didn’t 
want that my sister 
thought would “look 
cute on you” (they 
didn’t) are now at the 
top of the pile in my 
spare bedroom. Resolu-
tion No. 3 isn’t officially 
destroyed yet, but it’s 
heading down that pro-
verbial slippery slope.

Resolution No. 4? 
For my real job, I spend 
a lot of time driving 
the freeways, main 
streets and back roads 

of Washtenaw County 
each and every night. 
I always joke during 
the time I’m driv-
ing on area roadways 
(which is late night/
early morning) the only 
people out at that time 
are truckers, criminals, 
drunks, druggies, law 
enforcement officers 
and me. Every night I 
have to deal with non-
sense on area roads 
— it’s the worst part 
of my job. The stories 
I could tell. Hmmm, 
now that I think of it, 
that might make a good 
column someday. Any-
how, yeah, this resolu-
tion has already been 
completely destroyed. 
I think it happened in 
the first week of 2022. 
Let’s see, if I’m remem-
bering correctly, I be-
lieve it was the won-
derful driver going 35 
miles per hour on I-94 
with no lights on at two 
in the morning or may-
be it was the responsi-
ble, sober driver going 
the wrong way directly 
toward me on one-way 
Jackson Road just out-
side of Ann Arbor. And 
that’s just been in the 

first two weeks of 2022. 
So yeah, Resolution No. 
4 is officially obliterat-
ed.

Resolution No. 5? 
I’m giving myself a 
chance with this one. 
Though last weekend I 
actually spent 12 hours 
sitting in my recliner 
in a zombie-like stupor 
watching TV on both 
Saturday and Sunday. 
Not a very good start to 
2022. I have a stack of 
books and magazines 
on my coffee table just 
waiting to be read. Two 
weeks into 2022 and I 
haven’t touched either 
of them. I can write my 
name in the dust col-
lecting on top of each 
stack. I don’t consider 
Resolution No. 5 de-
stroyed or obliterated, 
but it’s foundation is 
crumbling fast.

Happy New Year 
everyone.

I resolve to nev-
er make another New 
Year’s resolution ever 
again.

Ever.
Never, ever, ever.
I’m done.
Until next year...

CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS SWIM & DIVE

From: Andrew 
Thomson

The CHS boys 
swim and dive team 
had 3 meets over the 
course of 5 days, in-
cluding welcoming 
in Erie-Ida (118-68 
win), traveling to SEC 
White Division oppo-
nent Jackson (84-101 
loss) and traveling to 
Holland for the annu-
al Division 3 mid-sea-
son invitational (10 
place finish).

On Tuesday, the 
Dogs won 9 of the 

BULLDOGS HAVE 
BUSY WEEK

12 events on the way 
to the win.  Brennan 
Bagbey led the 200 
freestyle and touched 
first (2:09.10), while 
Parker Olk was the 
top dog in the 200 IM 
(2:11.46).  Leland Cu-
ranovic led the field 
in the 50 freestyle 
(24.37), Mitch Brown 
won the diving event, 
and Olk again took 
the top spot in the 100 
butterfly (57.52).

Easton Hodel 
posted a top finish 
in the 100 freestyle 

(55.56) and the Bull-
dogs swept the top 
three places in the 
500 freestyle with Jack 
Leissner first (5:47.67).  
Olk, Hodel, Jarem 
Norwood, and Cu-
ranovic took the top 
spot in the 200 free-
style relay (1:43.98).  
Stephen Levine led the 
field in the 100 back-
stroke (1:04.49).

“The guys were 
ready to compete to-
night,” said Head 
Coach Andrew Thom-
son after the meet.  

“They have been go-
ing back and forth for 
a month in practice 
without being able to 
really measure that 
growth.  It’s fun for 
them to get back to 
racing and we have a 
lot of racing to do this 
week!”

On Thursday the 
team traveled to Jack-
son for a pivotal ear-
ly-season division 
matchup and came up 
short against the Vi-
kings.  The Bulldogs 
did win 4 events, in-
cluding Olk in the 200 
freestyle (1:53.81), Cu-
ranovic in the 50 free-
style (23.96), Brown in 
diving (290.25 points) 
and Olk in the 100 
freestyle (51.30).

The Bulldogs 
wrapped up the week 
at the Holland Aquat-
ic Center on Saturday, 
where the team posted 
over 70% of all swims 
as season best times, 
and many of thse were 
significantly time 
drops.  Said Thomson, 
“the mid-season in-
vitational is a circled 
date on our sched-
ule once again.  The 
guys use that meet as 
a measuring stick on 
the season and look 
for payoff after the ex-
tensive Winter Break 
training that we com-
pleted.”

Highlights from 
that meet include Olk 
earning a division 3 
state cut in the 200 IM 

and the 100 butter-
fly.  He finished fifth 
in the IM and post-
ed a 2:06.71, while he 
touched seventh in the 
100 fly and finished in 
55.97.  The other top 
eight performance for 
the afternoon came 
from Brown in the 
diving event.  Mitch 
finished with a final 
score of 435.80 and 
was the runner-up in 
the event.  

The Bulldogs will 
host Pinckney at the 
Cameron Pool on Jan-
uary 20 before travel-
ing to Dexter for an 
invitational meet on 
January 22 and then 
to Dundee on January 
25.

From: Josh Tropea
On Friday Janu-

ary 14 Chelsea hosted 
Adrian at home.

CHELSEA DEFEATS ADRIAN
CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS BASKETBALL

Highlights of the 
basketball game were:
Cabana 22 points on 
10/13 shooting.

Stephens 15 points, 9 
rebounds. 
Hanifan 14 points 5 
Rebounds 3 Assists.

Blanton 4 points 8 
Rebounds.
Strzyzewski 9 points.
Woody 2 points. 

Alexander 2 points.
“We continue to 

shoot well from the arc 
(8/20) and overcame 
15 turnovers,” said 
coach Tropea.

1st quarter: 19-17 
Chelsea 
Half:  34-30 Chelsea 
3rd: 52-45 Chelsea 
Final Score: 68-62 
Chelsea.
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By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

 ➢ continued from page 1

CHELSEA 
BULLDOGS 

WRESTLING

On Sunday Janu-
ary 16th at 4:30 pm, 
Chelsea First United 
Methodist Church 
provided the commu-
nity with a  free con-
cert in celebration of 
MLK Day. How Music 
Impacts Our Culture,  
was the first of sever-
al events planned to 
celebrate and honor 
MLK Day.   

My daughter and 

Chelsea First United Methodist Church Hosts 
Multicultural Concert in Celebration of MLK Day

I found seats and en-
joyed  the first act, 
which was Jazz. We 
admired the beauty of 
the stained glass and 
watched the attendees 
sway in time with the 
music.  After the mu-
sic was done a Deacon 
of the Church came up 
and gave a brief histo-
ry and information on 
the next genre , which 
was BlueGrass.  

I smiled  listening 
to Jazz and Bluegrass 
one after the other.  

One set of Grand-
parents lived in Ba-
ton Rouge Louisiana 
growing up and my 
grandmother on the 
other side played  the 
mandolin and sang in 
a bluegrass band.   Jazz 
and Bluegrass are my 
very different, very 
distinct roots.  

The third act was 
The British Invasion 
and  I smiled to hear 
Let it Be.  I was slightly 
shocked to hear Imag-
ine next, with some 
slight lyric changes   
“Imagine there’s only 
Heaven.”  and  instead 
of  no religion, “ no di-
vision,”  which sounds 
quite nice right about 
now.  

Rev. Dr. Darryl 
Totty, Senior Pastor of 
Second Grace United 
Methodist Church in 
Detroit gave a discus-
sion  to sum up the 
purpose and mean-
ing behind  the event.  
He demonstrated in 
ways my seven year-
old could understand,  
how music is the great 
equalizer.  He demon-

strated by utilizing 
music to get the audi-
ence to  join together 
how  music bridges 
the gaps between peo-
ple.  My seven year-
old gleefully joined in 
with the  crowd clap-
ping and stomping to, 
“We will rock you,” as 
if at a sporting event. 
He demonstrated sev-
eral times how music 
is a bridge. Differences 
can be great  but music 
has the power to make 
us experience things 
as one. 

The fifth act was 
singer songwriter, 
like Bob Dillion, Joni 
Mitchell, and James 
Taylor.  We listened to 
very personal original 
songs accompanied 
by the singer playing 
acoustic guitar.

The next act 
knocked our socks off.  
Chelsea’s  own  Kaci 
Friss  demonstrated 
show tunes. My sev-
en year-old  was im-
pressed with her sing-
ing talent. She's never 
heard someone with 
that ability sing that 

way in person. 
The seventh act 

was the, “Soul Song-
stress,” Stacey Murray 
sang, “Purple Rain,” 
and “Let’s Stay togeth-
er,” certainly not songs 
I expected to hear 
in a church concert.   
But, redemonstrating 
Rev. Dr. Darryl Tot-
ty’s point, the entire 
church rose to their 
feet and danced. 

The final song was 
Hallelujah  by Le-
nard Cohen,  which 

seemed more fitting 
for a church but also 
showed the unity mu-
sic brings when the 
audience joined in 
with the singer singing 
Hallelujah.    The en-
tire show was a won-
derful experience for 
my daughter and I.  I 
am really grateful to 
Chelsea First United 
Methodist Church for 
hosting such a great 
event and taking the 
time and energy to 
celebrate MLK day 
with the community.    
Multiple events to cel-
ebrate Martin Luther 
King Jr. were sched-
uled for the week, but 
will have happened 
by the time the article 
goes to print. Hopeful-
ly you and your fam-
ily were able to par-
ticipate in something 
meaningful and edu-
cational.  If you missed 
the concert, it is on 
youtube and can be 
found here: Multicul-
tural Concert(https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SHMh1n4l-
NL0).

Photo Courtesy of Steve Chapman

From: Steve 
Chapman

Recently Chelsea 
Bulldogs Senior Wres-
tlers were honored 
and recognized. They 
are pictured here with 
their families. The se-

CHELSEA 
BULLDOG 
SENIOR 

WRESTLERS

nior wrestlers are:
Jonas Norwood
Daniel Garza
Cole Munson
Nolan Sinkiwitts
Zach Byerly

In Washtenaw 
County, as elsewhere, 
new COVID-19 cases 
have increased dramat-
ically in recent weeks. 
Hospitalizations and 
deaths have remained 
high since late fall. 
Washtenaw County 
Health Department urg-
es all community mem-
bers and organizations 
to take precautions. Use 
available, effective strat-
egies to reduce spread 
and prevent severe ill-
ness.

“We are entering 
the third year of the 
pandemic,” says Jimena 
Loveluck, MSW, health 
officer with Washtenaw 
County Health Depart-
ment. “We are in a very 
different place. We have 
effective tools we did 
not have at the begin-
ning, primarily vaccina-
tion.”

“Our public health 
workforce continues 
working incredibly 

Washtenaw County Health 
Department COVID-19 Advisory

Take COVID-19 precautions
hard, but we’ve been 
overwhelmed for a long 
time now. We are doing 
the best we can with the 
resources we have. We 
cannot do more, and we 
cannot do everything. 
I want to be very clear 
that we remain focused 
on vaccination, and we 
continue to support 
testing as much as pos-
sible as well as ongoing 
information sharing 
– all with attention to 
equitable access,” con-
tinues Loveluck.

“I know many of 
you are already doing 
everything you can – 
and are also hurting 
from loss, illness or very 
real pandemic fatigue,” 
says Loveluck. “I’m 
asking everyone to get 
vaccinated or boosted if 
you’re eligible and have 
not yet done so. Then 
take the additional steps 
we recommend to re-
duce spread and protect 
those who cannot get 

vaccinated or remain 
vulnerable.”

Omicron is more 
easily transmitted and 
likely circulating local-
ly. Everyone should use 
the effective strategies 
available to them to 
prevent and reduce the 
spread of illness: 

• Wear a well-fit-
ting face mask in indoor 
public spaces (A mul-
tilayer, surgical, KN95, 
or N95 mask is recom-
mended rather than 
a cloth mask. A cloth 
mask is better than no 
mask.)

• Get vaccinated 
or boosted  when eligi-
ble (https://vaccinefind-
er.org)

• Seek testing if feel-
ing ill, or if you have 
been exposed (if you 
have been exposed but 
don’t have symptoms, 
wait 5 days before test-
ing) 

• Stay away from 
others if you are feeling 

ill, waiting for test re-
sults, or have tested pos-
itive (www.washtenaw.
org/covid19whattodo) 

• Avoid crowded ar-
eas or events.

• Limit gatherings. 
If seeing others, in-
crease ventilation (meet 
outside, open windows, 
increase air flow), limit 
the number of people, 
encourage everyone to 
be up to date on vacci-
nations, keep at least 6 
feet apart, and wear a 
well-fitting mask (espe-
cially if indoors).

• Clean hands fre-
quently

Health Department 
recommendations are 
supported by scientif-
ic data and should be 
taken seriously during 
a pandemic without the 
need for additional state 
or local orders. Cur-
rently, the Health De-
partment cannot divert 
resources to implement 
or enforce broad orders.
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Chelsea Police Department 
Weekly Summary

Incident #: 22-143

Location: 500 block of Chandler St.

Date: January 14, 2022

Time: 8:21 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol, officers were dis-
patched to the 500 block 
of Chandler Street for 
the report of a dispute 
between two residents 
of a house. Upon ar-
rival the officers met 
with the original com-
plainant who stated 
that they had gotten 
into an argument with 
a live in caretaker who 

was asked to leave. 
While speaking with 
the complainant, the 
live in caretaker shout-
ed out “She slapped 
me!” when referring to 
the complainant. The 
officers separated the 
parties involved and 
conducted interviews 
with all of the parties 
involved. The victim 
who reported that she 
had been slapped opt-

ed to leave the resi-
dence and let the situ-
ation deescalate. The 
complainant/suspect 
a 49-year-old Chelsea 
resident was left at her 
residence. The case 
will be submitted to 
the Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s office for 
review to determine if 
any charges would be 
authorized.

Incident #: 22-112

Location: 1600 block of S. Main Street

Date: January 11, 2022

Time: 4:18 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to a lost/stolen 
property complaint. 
Upon arrival the offi-
cer met with the com-
plainant who stated 

that while doing some 
record keeping, he no-
ticed that he was unable 
to locate five State of 
Michigan dealer license 
plates. The complainant 
stated that he was un-
sure when exactly the 

plates had gone missing 
or who may have ac-
cess to them. The case 
was closed pending any 
further investigative 
leads on a potential sus-
pect(s).Community Group 

Plans to Show Support 
for Chelsea Teachers A 
group of Chelsea resi-
dents are working to-
gether to show support 
for Chelsea School Dis-
trict teachers by pro-
viding $10 gift cards 
from Zou Zou’s Cafe.

Katie Ramos Rog-
ers came up with the 
idea after reading a 
post on the “Support 
Chelsea Youth by Sup-
porting Our Educa-
tors” Facebook page.

“We know that 
the staff at our schools 
continue to go above 
and beyond to support 
our students in their 
learning and wellness 
throughout the pan-
demic,” said Rogers. 
“We want to shower 
them with gift cards to 

Community 
Group Plans to 
Show Support 

for Chelsea 
Teachers

show them how much 
it means to us as par-
ents.”

Kelly Stoker, the 
original poster, was 
also a part of the effort 
to create and distribute 
yard signs that said, 
“We support our dis-
trict. We support our 
educators. Every Bull-
dog belongs.”

Donations provid-
ed through the sale of 
those signs will also be 
used to purchase the 
Zou Zou’s gift cards.

Stoker said that the 
plan is to initially pur-
chase 125 gift cards for 
teaching staff and para-
professionals. Depend-
ing on the number of 
donations, they hope to 
include all district em-
ployees. The group is 
also planning to write 

notes of gratitude to ac-
company the gift cards.

Community mem-
bers who would like to 
help can drop off $10 
Zou Zou’s gift cards to 
Stoker’s home at 1333 
Carson Lane, by Feb. 
6. Donations can also 
be made via Venmo 
to @Kelly-Stoker-3. 
For more information, 
about the project or to 
get a yard sign, contact 
Stoker atscrapstoker@
comcast.net.

"It's been a long two 
years for everyone,” 
said Stoker. “We really 
appreciate the dedica-
tion and professional-
ism that teachers have 
shown to their students 
and our community. 
It's our small way of 
saying thank you."


