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The Children of Northcreek 
Experiences the Nutcracker

Story and more photos on page 2. Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski.

Chelsea Senior 
Center invites you to 
host a table at Fes-
tival of Tables 2023! 
We are very pleased 
to announce the re-
turn of this event that 
supports CSC with a 

Chelsea Festival of 
Tables 2023 TABLE 
HOSTS NEEDED!

lot of creativity and 
imagination. This 
event will be held Sat-
urday, February 25, 
2023, and will add a 
colorful spark to our 
Michigan winter. This 
popular event has 

over 160 attendees 
enjoying lunch served 
at creatively themed 
tables decorated by 
businesses, non-prof-
its, and local resi-
dents like you! This 
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 ➢ continued from page 1
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

The children of 
Northcreek received a 
visit from the Chelsea 
Library and learned 
the story of the Nut-
cracker just in time 
for the holiday sea-
son. On Nov 16th 
several members of 
Ballet Chelsea treated 
the school to a par-
tial performance of 
The Nutcracker.  It’s 
Ballet Chelsea’s 25th 
year performing the 
Nutcracker, which will 
take place with the 
Jackson Symphony 
Orchestra at The Pot-
ter Center in Jackson.  

Do not assume that 
just because you’re a 
boy mom you can’t 
go enjoy the magic of 
the Nutcracker.  There 
are no rules on gen-
der, from what I wit-
nessed in a gym full 
of 400 boys and girls 
audience members. 
Both genders were 
equally mesmerized.  
The sheer athleticism, 
strength, and flexibil-
ity of the dancers had 
the entire audience, 
“oohing,” and, “ah-
hing.”  They audibly 
felt the same way I do 
when I watch danc-
ers.  Several perform-
ers were Northcreek 
alumni and one was a 
current student.  Hav-
ing a first-class studio 
in your hometown, 
many dancers taking 
the stage in The Nut-
cracker will be your 
own neighbors and 
classmates.  

Ballet Chelsea  not 
only provides local 
dancers with profes-
sional level opportu-
nities, it also provides 
a great service to the 
community.  Accord-
ing to the ballet chel-
sea website:

Ballet Chelsea's 
Adaptive Dance Pro-
gram (ADP) brings 
movement classes to 
residents ages 3 - 93. 
Classes are designed 
with mental, physi-
cal, and / or cognitive 
limitations. Each class 

The Children 
of Northcreek 
Experiences 

the Nutcracker

is tailor made to the 
needs and abilities of 
the participants and 
aims to improve coor-
dination and balance, 
endurance, flexibility, 
self-confidence and 
for students - team-
work.

To purchase tick-
ets to the Nutcracker 
Dec. 9-11 at the Potter 
Center, go to https://
b a l l e tch e l s e a . org /
events/upcoming/. 

The Sugar Plum 
Tea has returned for 
the first time since the 
pandemic:

Ballet Chelsea and 
the Jackson Symphony 
Orchestra invite kids 
and parents to the Sug-
ar Plum Tea before the 
matinee performance 
of The Nutcracker. En-
joy a catered tea party 
with a character meet 
& greets, fun crafts, 
treats from the “Land 
of the Sweets,” profes-
sional photos, story 
time & more! Space is 
limited!  Tickets can 
be found on the same 
website as the Nut-
cracker tickets. 
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Savings in
Chelsea

From: Barry Lonik
Three Washtenaw 

County townships 
had land preservation 
funding proposals on 
the ballot November 
8 and all three won 
with substantial mar-
gins of support.

Scio Township’s 
proposal was a ten-
year renewal of a 
millage that was first 
passed in 2004 and 
renewed in 2012, each 
for ten years.  Scio’s 
program has pur-
chased land as nature 
preserves and pur-
chased conservation 
easements, where 
landowners convey 
certain “development 
rights” for residen-
tial construction, 
mineral extraction 
and commercial uses 
while retaining own-
ership and all rights 
not conveyed.  Scio’s 
program has perma-
nently protected over 
1,700 acres including 
two centennial farms 
through its innovative 
“buy-protect-sel l” 

“GREEN WAVE” SWEEPS THROUGH 
WASHTENAW COUNTY, THREE LAND 

PRESERVATION PROPOSALS PASS
process.  Scio’s 0.5 
mill proposal passed 
with 68% in support, 
mirroring previous 
results and will gen-
erate about $600,000/
year.

“We’re pleased 
that the success of 
the Scio land preser-
vation program pro-
vided a model and 
inspiration for other 
township programs 
in Washtenaw Coun-
ty,” said Scio Land 
Preservation Com-
mission chair Will 
Weber.  “The passage 
of our second renew-
al provides assurance 
for landowners that 
conservation options 
will be available for 
the next decade and 
that we will be able to 
continue protecting 
natural and agricul-
tural lands.”

Northfield Town-
ship’s proposal was a 
long time in coming.  
Advocates there have 
been diligently build-
ing momentum for 
almost two decades 

but needed its Board 
of Trustees to place 
the question before 
voters.  Northfield’s 
five-year, 0.6 mill pro-
posal passed with an 
impressive 56% sup-
port and is estimated 
to generate $180,000/
year, with funds to be 
used for conservation 
easement purchases.

“I’m grateful the 
Board of Trustees fi-
nally agreed to ask the 
residents,’ said North-
field Land Preserva-
tion Committee chair 
David Gordon.  “I’m 
not surprised with 
the result because 
surveys for the last 
25 years have shown 
land preservation to 
be our residents’ top 
priority.  The only 
question was wheth-
er they were willing 
to pay, and that came 
through loud and 
clear.”

Dexter Township’s 
proposal was also a 
long time coming.  
Previous Boards of 
Trustees refused the 

pleas of its residents 
to be allowed to vote 
on a funding propos-
al; two years ago the 
former board was 
replaced by a group 
of six supportive 
women.  Conserving 
the township’s pro-
ductive and beauti-
ful landscapes was a 
key element in their 
campaign platform.  
The ten-year, 0.5 mill 
proposal passed with 
a remarkable 63% in 
support and is ex-
pected to generate 
about $220,000/year, 
with funds to be used 
for conservation ease-
ment purchases.

“We’re thrilled 
that Dexter Township 
residents were in vast 
support of this pro-
posal,” said township 
trustee and Open 
Space and Land Pres-
ervation Committee 
chair Laura Sanders.  
“It’s validating that 
the sense of the com-
munity is to preserve 
farmland and natural 
areas.  That needed 

to be heard, with tax 
dollars behind it.”

Of the 11 public-
ly-funded land pres-
ervation programs 
in Michigan, eight of 
them are located in 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty:  now a total of 
six townships, coun-
ty-wide and the Ann 
Arbor Greenbelt.  It’s 
clear residents here 
see the value and 
importance of con-
serving land and are 
willing to spend a 
few dollars to make 
it a reality.  The pro-
grams work collab-
oratively, share the 
costs of purchasing 
land and easements 
and have attracted 

millions of federal, 
State and private dol-
lars.  Since 2000 when 
the first program was 
approved by voters, 
over 18,000 acres of 
land have been per-
manently conserved 
including woodlands, 
wetlands, stream 
corridors and agri-
cultural lands, many 
of which have been 
converted to local 
food production by a 
younger generation of 
farmers.  Washtenaw 
County has been at 
the forefront of these 
efforts; with these 
new funding sources, 
that will continue and 
expand.
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Unpack the lights 
and find a poinsettia, 
it’s time for the Dexter 
Community Band’s 
annual holiday con-
cert.

The band this year 
will get people in a 
holiday mood the first 
weekend of Decem-
ber with a free con-
cert on Sunday, Dec. 

Pull Out that Festive Sweater, the Dexter 
Community Band’s Annual Holiday 

Concert is Coming Up
DCB’s Free Holiday Concert to be Held Sunday, Dec. 4 at 3 p.m. 

4. Start time is 3 p.m. 
The location is Center 
for Performing Arts in 
Dexter High School, 
2200 North Parker 
Road.

The music vari-
ety will feature cre-
ative arrangements 
and many recogniz-
able favorites. Jingle 
Bells, Rudolph, Frosty, 

Good King Wenc-
eslas, Silver Bells, O 
Christmas Tree and 
something about let-
ting it snow.

Pieces include 
Leroy Anderson’s A 
Christmas Festival 
and The Eighth Can-
dle, a rhythmically 
dynamic celebration 
of Hanukkah from 

Steve Reisteter, who 
gave the French horns 
a special part to shine 
at the end.

Joining the band 
for several pieces will 
be a quartet of local 
singers: Kristin Hoff-
man-Peavler, Jeni 
McFarland, Frank 
Dougherty and John 
McLaughlin.

While mask 
wearing is option-
al, masking is highly 
recommended and 
complimentary masks 
will be available.

After the Dec. 4 
concert, Dexter Com-
munity Band will 
perform two other 
concerts during the 
2022-2023 season.

• March 5, 2023 
— Gotta Dance

• May 21, 2023 
— Movie Heroes

Several members 
of the band will also 
be performing at 11 
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
10, at Briarwood Mall 
as part of the Lucy 
Anne Lance Show.

Chelsea Bulldogs College 
Signing

Emilee Underwood
Concordia University
Softball
Parents: Jennifer and Joel 

Underwood
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St. Paul United 
Church of Christ is 
an open & affirm-
ing congregation of 
the United Church of 
Christ. We fly a rain-
bow banner that says 
"A Just World for All" 
on the front of our 
building. Sometimes 
I get asked "Why is it 
necessary to display 
this front and center 
on a church building?" 
And the anti-LGBTQ 
massacre in Colorado 
Springs provided yet 
another stark, yet im-
portant reminder of 
why clarity of allyship 
is so important. There 
is still so much hatred 
in this world, and our 
LGBTQ siblings so of-
ten live in fear of how 
that hatred may man-
ifest. It can be a scary 
thing to not be sure 
where you can safely 
hold the hand of your 
lover in public with-
out being ridiculed 
(or much worse), for 
example. Sometimes, 
LGBTQ people will 
hear or see a message 
that "All are welcome" 
from churches or other 
faith based organiza-
tions, only to eventu-
ally find out that in ac-
tuality their "lifestyle" 
precludes them from 
participating in the full 
life of that church, like 

Statement of Support from 
Rev. Eric M. Stricklin

serving, getting mar-
ried, or maybe even 
seeking a life in min-
istry.

St. Paul wishes 
to announce to our 
community, unequiv-
ocally, you are safe, 
you are cherished, you 
are welcome, you are 
celebrated within all 
the spaces of our faith 
community. There 
are no painful secrets 
that will blindside you 
when you decide that 
you'd like to partici-
pate in any of the min-
istries of our church. 
The invitation we are 
commanded to offer 
is Christ's invitation, 
we are here to hold the 
door open and offer 
welcome.

The time is now 
for all allies and ally 
organizations of those 
who live in fear to be 
clear about where they 
stand, and the sanctu-
ary of love, support, 
and encouragement 
that can be found with-
in their walls. May the 
God of Light lead us 
through the shadows 
of fear this Advent sea-
son, and into a better, 
more free, more joy-
ous day for all people.

-Rev. Eric M. 
Stricklin, Pastor-St. 
Paul UCC-
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Young and old 
alike in several met-
ro communities can 
enjoy joyous holiday 
music thanks to Mich-
igan’s largest regional 
symphony orchestra, 
the Michigan Philhar-
monic. 

Led by longtime 
conductor Nan Wash-
burn, the Philhar-
monic will perform in 
Plymouth, Brighton 
and Taylor during the 
month of December, 
offering a wide array 
of holiday pops, clas-

Season comes alive as Michigan Philharmonic 
celebrates holiday music from around the world 

Performances planned in Plymouth, Brighton and Taylor 
sical and other cele-
bratory seasonal mu-
sic. 

A longtime com-
munity tradition, the 
Michigan Phil’s annu-
al “Holiday Pops with 
the Phil” concert will 
include two perfor-
mances at 6 p.m. and 
8 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 8 in Plymouth’s 
historic Penn Theatre 
(760 Penniman Ave., 
Plymouth). Limited 
tickets are still avail-
able at michiganphil.
org. 

Then on Saturday, 
Dec. 10, the Philhar-
monic will travel to 
Brighton Center for 
Performing Arts for a 
holiday pops concert 
at 7:30 p.m. Lastly, the 
Phil journeys to Taylor 
on Saturday, Dec. 17 at 
7:30 p.m. for a perfor-
mance in the Prechter 
Center for Performing 
Arts at Wayne County 
Community College. 

During both of 
the concerts in Plym-
outh and Brighton, 
Philharmonic trom-

bonists Brooks Barnes 
and George Troia, Jr. 
will be featured per-
forming on Frantisek 
Tuma’s “Sonata in E 
minor for 2 Trom-
bones and Strings.” 
The duo will also be 
featured on “Home 
for the Holidays” by 
Al Stillman & Robert 
Allen 

Other holiday 
pieces will include 
“Christmas Rocks at 
the Pops” arranged by 
Ralph Ford; “Around 
the World at Christ-
mas Time” arranged 
by Bruce Chase; 
“Chanukah Festival 
Overture” arranged 
by Calvin Custer; 
“Christmas on Broad-
way” arranged by John 
Higgins; “Brazilian 
Sleigh Bells” by Percy 
Faith; “A Home Alone 
Christmas” by John 
Williams; “Christmas 
Eve/Sarajevo 12/24” 
by Trans-Siberian Or-
chestra; “Jingle Bells 
Forever” by J. Pier-
pont and J.P. Sousa; 
and “Let it Snow” by 
Jule Styne and Sammy 
Cahn.   

A sing-along of 
George Frederick 
Handel’s “Hallelujah 
Chorus” will wrap 
up the 8 p.m. perfor-

mance in Plymouth. 
“Let it Snow” will also 
give the audience a 
chance to sing along. 

All of the Philhar-
monic’s concerts are 

subject to time and 
date changes as well 
as health restrictions 
already in place at the 
venues listed.  

Emilee Underwood
Concordia University

Softball
Parents: Jennifer and Joel Underwood

CHELSEA 
BULLDOGS 
COLLEGE 
SIGNING
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 ➢ continued from page 1

FUNdraiser for CSC 
is a tremendous op-
portunity for friends 
of all ages to interact 
in meaningful ways 
and learn about our 
many local resources. 
For more information 
or to sign up to be a 
Table Host give CSC 
a call at 734.475.9242.

Chelsea Festival of 
Tables 2023 TABLE 
HOSTS NEEDED!
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Chelsea Police
Department 

Weekly 
Summary

Incident #: 22-3865

Location: 20000 block of W. Old US 12

Date: November 17, 2022

Time: 11:50 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to the 20000 
block of W. Old US 12 
for the report of a lo-
cal business that had 
received a counterfeit 
One-Hundred-dollar 
bill as payment for ser-
vices. Upon arrival the 
officer made contact 

with the complainant 
who stated that they 
had a customer pay for 
services rendered with 
cash and one of the bills 
was later discovered to 
be counterfeit. The of-
ficer took possession of 
the counterfeit bill and 
placed it in evidence. 
The officer was able to 
make telephone contact 

with the person who re-
portedly had passed the 
bill and they stated that 
they were unaware of 
the bill being counter-
feit. The case was closed 
due to the lack of crim-
inal intent and the bill 
will be forwarded on to 
the United States Secret 
Service.

Incident #: 22-3844

Location: 100 block of Wilkinson St.

Date: November 15, 2022

Time: 5:29 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to the 100 
block of Wilkinson 
St. for the report of a 
larceny from vehicle 
complaint. Upon ar-
rival the officer met 
with the complainant 
who stated that they 
had parked their vehi-

cle on November 14th 
at approximately 8:00 
pm and when they re-
turned to the vehicle at 
5:00 pm the following 
afternoon, they discov-
ered that an unknown 
suspect(s) had cut the 
catalytic converter 
from his vehicle. The 
complainant stated 
that they discovered 

the theft when they 
started the vehicle up 
and it was noticeably 
louder. At the time of 
the report there was no 
suspect information 
available. The case was 
closed pending any fur-
ther investigative leads 
on a potential suspect.


