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From D&B Strategic 
Marketing

This Spring, Chel-
sea Area Festivals and 
Events (CAFE) an-
nounced the CAFE 
Grants for the Arts to 
continue its mission to 
enrich Chelsea and the 
surrounding commu-

CAFE GIVES GRANTS 
TO 5 LOCAL ARTISTS

nities, by promoting 
the presentation of and 
participation in quality 
performing and visual 
arts.

The CAFE Grants 
for the Arts are one-
time, unrestricted 
grants of $1,000 each 
to five artists to help 

continue the artistic 
and creative efforts that 
make performing and 
visual arts such a vital 
part of our community. 

The applicants who 
applied represented an 
abundance of talent and 
showcased the many 
art forms that make up 
CAFE’s annual Sounds 
& Sights events: music, 
performance art, chalk 
art, sculptures, and ar-
tisans. 

“Though the selec-
tion process was diffi-
cult, the winning proj-

In downtown Chel-
sea there are many won-
derful, creative, and 
unique businesses. One 
such business is Toe-
DL Wellness. Recently, 

Business Spotlight: Toe-DL Wellness

Pictured is owner of Toe-DL Wellness, Donna Harris with her husband, 
children, their spouses, father, and her sister at her grand opening. 

Photos By: Terris Ahrens, Bonnie Cook & Donna Harris.

Chelsea Guardian had 
the pleasure of speaking 
with owner of Toe-DL, 
Donna Harris, to find 
out more about her busi-
ness and more about re-
flexology.

Chelsea Guardian: 

Provide some back-
ground information on 
Toe-DL Wellness, how 
long you have been in 
business, where did the 
idea come from for Toe-
DL?

Donna Harris: In 

2007, I decided to change 
my career from being 
a medical assistant to a 
physician in alternative 
medicine.   Unfortunate-
ly, there was a big bump 
in the road that stopped 
that dream.   The same 
year I was diagnosed 
with a tethered spinal 
cord/spina bifida and a 
brain tumor.  I was very 
lucky as the brain tumor 
was malignant and went 
away on its own, how-
ever, the tethered spinal 
cord was an issue off and 
on and will continue 
to be, but through this 
bump in life I was in-
troduced to reflexology.    
I was introduced to an 
amazing reflexologist by 
my family physician and 

From Joseph Yekulis
In the middle of a 

pandemic when every-
one is locked down to 
remain safely distanced 
from a menacing virus, 
what do you do to keep 
a large group of peo-
ple with special needs 
busy when they can’t 

USArtQuest Inc. Comes Through for 
St. Louis Center Residents

go anywhere beyond 
their safe campus en-
vironment? That was 
the question posed to 
Deana Fisher, COO 
of St. Louis Center 
during her ZOOM 
presentation to the 
Chelsea Rotary Club 
in early August. The 
answer came from Ro-
tarian Lorna Tackwell 
of JDW & Associates, 
a local Chelsea busi-
ness insurance broker, 
who is a good friend 
of Susan P. Rothamel, 

owner of USArtQuest, 
Inc. Rothamel’s busi-

ness happens to be two 

Local art donors arrive at the back door of St. 
Louis Center with plenty of help to unload.

Photos by Kelly Flaherty.
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Business Spotlight: 
Toe-DL Wellness

friend, Dr. David Schin-
dler.   I walked in with 
a cane and walked out 
moving my leg and an-
kle without pain ... and 
without my cane.   This 
is not to say that it works 
for everyone this fast 
and that I didn’t need to 
have more treatments.   
I have had clients come 
in and get relief the first 
day and some clients 
take longer.  Everyone is 
an individual and they 
are treated as such.   I 
have clients who see me 
for migraines, intesti-
nal issues, sciatic nerve, 
and every type of pain 
you can think of (hip, 
knee, shoulder, etc).   I 
have clients who see me 
for depression, anxiety, 
and P.T.S.D., along with 
many other physical 
and emotional ailments.   
There is something very 
important to remember 
about this great alterna-
tive medicine.   You do 
not have to be sick to 
have reflexology.   The 
point behind reflexolo-
gy is to bring everything 
into balance.  Reflexolo-

Donna Harris work-
ing on a client's feet. 

Donna's Toe-DL office.

gy is good for relieving 
and relaxing tension, in-
crease nerve and blood 
supply, and balances the 
functions of the body.  If 
you're someone who be-
lieves in health mainte-
nance, I truly think you 
would be pleased with 
the results.  I continue to 
see a reflexologist right 
here in Chelsea for my 
neuropathy and arthrit-
ic pain.  If I want to help 
others in their health 
maintenance I have 
to do the same.   I met 
Kathleen who is right 
around the corner from 
me and graduated only 
two years apart from the 
same school.  I feel very 
fortunate to have her 
close by.

I have been asked by 
several people where I 
came up with the name 
for my business.  

As much as I’d like 
to say I thought of it (as 
I love it), my sister came 
up with the name  Toe-
DL Wellness shortly after 
I received my certifica-
tion in reflexology.   The 
name was thought of 
because although I work 

on the feet and hands, 
reflexology is for the to-
tal body.  The “Toe” is for 
the toe on our foot (as 
you probably guessed) 
and the “DL” has sen-
timental meaning, as 
those were my mother's 
initials (and mine and 
hers put together).   My 
mom always believed in 
me and unfortunately, 
passed away before I re-
ceived  my  Bachelors in 
Science for Alternative 
Medicine.   She knew I 
would be finishing soon 
and that I was going 
to attend school for an 
additional year for foot 
reflexology.   I couldn’t 
have done it without her.  

CG: Why did you 
choose to open the busi-
ness in Chelsea?

DH: Shortly after 
opening my practice in 
my home, I   was asked 
by a physician who spe-
cializes in pain manage-
ment to join his office.   
This was going very well 
for a year but when I 
moved to the Chelsea 
area it was time to relo-
cate.  My husband intro-
duced me to the Chelsea 
area a few years back and 
from the first day here I 
knew this was where I 
wanted to be.   Chelsea 
is like no other place I’ve 
ever visited. The shops, 
cafe’s, and restaurants 
are all so wonderful 
but the people are what 
make this town great.   I 
remember sitting in the 
gazebo at the Chelsea 

House Victorian Inn 
with my husband and 
asking him “how much 
longer before you think 
we can move here”?  He 
said two years.   I said 
that's too long.   By our 
next anniversary we had 
a farmhouse out here 
and I had my business 
up and running on Main 
Street.  

CG: What is your fa-
vorite thing about own-
ing your own business?

DH: Running my 
own business means 
many things to me.   It 
reminds me that if you 
have a dream and give 
it all you have to make 
it happen, it will hap-
pen.   My dreams were 
many and some came at 
different times, but my 
dream of helping peo-
ple without giving them 
something that could 
harm them or give them 
side effects, my dream 
of feeling accomplished 
and knowing where I 
belonged, and my dream 
of working in the only 
town I want to be in has 
happened.  

I look forward to 
making more dreams 
come true and helping 
my clients further.  I am 
studying to become a 
National Board Certi-
fied Reflexologist at this 
time, as well as continu-
ing classes to become a 
Reiki Master.   I am also 

working on taking class-
es with Sally Kay for Re-
flexology Lymph Drain-
age and becoming a 
practitioner in the Bach 
Flower Remedies.

CG: Any other spe-
cial facts or information 
you would like the Chel-
sea community to know 
(are you involved in any 
community projects, 
fundraisers, etc)?

DH: Toe-DL Well-
ness has a lot of great 
things happening and 
coming up in the near 
future.   I recently start-
ed a line of lotions and 
oils exclusively made 
for Toe-DL Wellness by 
Julie Konkle, owner of 
FarmSudz here in Chel-
sea.   I also am making 
Bach Flower Remedies 
here in my office for 
those who suffer from 
anxiety, depression, fear, 
grief, and so many oth-
er emotional ailments.   
BIG NEWS happening 
here at Toe-DL Wellness 
soon is a perpendicular 
sign that will let others   
know I am here.   I was 
so touched by so many 
small business women 
who have become my 
friends and wrote beau-
tiful letters supporting 
me in this matter, to the 
owners of Artisan Knit-
works who agreed to 
move their sign over to 
make this possible, and 
to the City of Chelsea 
in supporting me at the 
Zone meeting.   It was a 
unanimous vote and I 
thank the Zoning Com-
mittee as well.  

The week I had my 
grand opening was the 
same week I had to close 
my doors due to COVID 
19.  I went from such ex-
citement to shock over 

night.   I know with the 
support of the Chelsea 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Chelsea LIVE, 
which I am a member of 
both, along with groups 
I plan on joining in the 
near future, and all these 
great people in Chelsea, 
that we will get through 
this as long as we stick 
together.

As a former assis-
tant manager at a group 
home, I have a huge soft 
spot for the St. Louis 
Center and donate two 
certificates a month to 
try to help the people 
who work so hard for the 
people who live there.  I 
also donate 20% of any 
gift certificate purchased 
for a reflexology session 
to help the center in any 
way they feel needed.   I 
would like to help out 
other organizations and 
anyone who may need 
help for a good cause, so 
please don’t hesitate to 
contact me.

My business hours 
have changed as I have 
clients who are hesitant 
to come back yet due to 
COVID 19, however, the 
last week or two seem 
promising.   I am taking 
all the precautions and 
protocols to keep my 
clients and myself safe 
during this time.  I hope 
to see more people reach 
out to me so they may 
experience this great al-
ternative medicine, Re-
flexology!

Toe-DL Wellness 
is located at 107 1/2 N 
Main St in Chelsea. Stop 
by and say hi to Don-
na and let her work her 
magic of reflexology on 
you!
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ects are reflections of 
CAFE’s mission.  The 
Arts inspire, enrich and 
expand our lives. We 
all need to support and 
encourage our local art-
ists,” said CAFE Board-
member, Gary Munce.

Grant recipients 
are:

Matthew Ball, The 
Boogie Woogie Kid

Matthew Ball is a 
music performer/song-
writer, a community 
teacher, and a virtual 

CAFE GIVES GRANTS 
TO 5 LOCAL ARTISTS

content creator. Mat-
thew plans to use the 
grant to further collab-
orative ventures and 
expand his virtual per-
forming and teaching 
programs.   

Ballet Chelsea
Ballet Chelsea will 

utilize the grant to 
help cover the costs of 
an outdoor venue and 
equipment. This will 
enable dancers to work 
safely outside on vari-
ous performance pieces, 
which will be recorded 

and edited for release to 
the community through 
online streaming.  Ballet 
Chelsea is a non-profit 
501(c)3 whose  mission  
is to provide high-cali-
ber training and perfor-
mance excellence while 
giving back to the audi-
ence through arts edu-
cation and community 
outreach.

Kyle Burnett, Kyle 
Burnett Art

Kyle Burnett plans 
to use the grant to pur-
chase sheet metal form-
ing equipment, enabling 
him to evolve his sculpt-
ing style. Kyle’s primary 
medium is scrap metal, 
and spectators can see 
his work “Elk Bugling” 
currently on display be-
hind the Chelsea Dis-
trict Library as part of 
SculptureWalk Chelsea.

Michael Har-
rington, Fun on the 

Frets
The grant will en-

able Fun on the Frets to 
complete their ten-song 
recording of Guitar 
Duets of Acoustic Jazz 
Guitar. The recorded 
repertoire would then 
allow the group to cre-
ate an Electronic Press 
Kit to further promote 
“Fun On The Frets” to a 
broader audience.  

Chris Monaghan 
Chris Monaghan 

is a Chalk Artist who 
plans to use the grant to 

purchase additional art 
supplies and cover costs 
associated with the de-
velopment of a street 
chalk art educational 
program offered in per-
son or virtually to local 
libraries, festivals, and 
schools.  

Chelsea Area Fes-
tivals and Events is a 
non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization that hosts 
“SculptureWalk Chel-
sea,”  “Sounds and Sights 
on Thursday Nights,” 
“Sounds and Sights Fes-
tival,” and “Hometown 
Holidays.” The mission 
of the organization is 
to enrich Chelsea, and 
the surrounding com-
munities, by promoting 

the presentation of and 
participation in quality 
performing and visu-
al arts throughout the 
year.

“We are fortunate 
to have a generous net-
work of Sponsors who 
continue to support the 
Arts in our community,” 
said Munce. “And we 
thank them for standing 
with us this past season, 
and look forward to the 
future incredible per-
forming and visual arts 
that these grants will 
enable."

For more informa-
tion about Chelsea Area 
Festival and Events visit 
www.chelseafestivals.
com.

By Lisa Allmendinger
Chelsea lost one 

of its greatest citi-
zens when  Ann Fee-
ney  passed away, sur-
rounded by family, at 
3:30 a.m. on Monday, 
July 27, at the home she 
loved on Washington 
Street.

For those of you 
who might not know 
some of the many 
“jobs” Ann took on 
while as a City of Chel-
sea resident, I’ll list just 
a small number with 
which I am familiar.

In addition to be-
ing an amazing mother, 
grandmother and great 
grandmother, Ann 
made history when 
she was elected as the 
city’s first woman may-
or and ran the most 
efficient, no nonsense 
City Council meetings 
I’ve ever covered as a 
reporter. She was also 
part of the transition 
team that moved Chel-
sea from being a village 
to a city.

Ann raised her 
hand and offered to 
serve as the City of 
Chelsea’s Downtown 
Development Author-
ity board secretary for 
many years and created 
the most accurate and 
readable minutes of any 
board I’ve ever covered.

Prior to this, 
she also served on 
the Chelsea District 
School’s Board of Ed-
ucation and from what 

Chelsea has lost an 
amazing friend in 

Ann Feeney
I’ve been told, Ann was 
one of the most active 
and thoughtful board 
members who have 
stepped up to shepherd 
the best interests of the 
city’s youth.

On countless occa-
sions, Ann was among 
the many volunteers 
weeding, watering 
and planting the city’s 
downtown planters. As 
an active member of the 
Chelsea Area Garden 
Club, she was a source 
of great beauty for the 
City of Chelsea.

When I moved to 
the Chelsea community 
more than 20 years ago, 
Ann Feeney was one of 
the first public officials 
I met. As a reporter for 
the Ann Arbor News, 
I introduced myself to 
the entire City Coun-
cil and she cordially 
reciprocated. I liked 
her upon first meeting. 
So, pleasantries over, 
I asked Ann if I could 
call her if I needed help 
or an explanation of an 
issue. She looked me 
square in the eye and 
agreed — with a caveat. 
I will help you, but don’t 
screw up.

I promised her that 
I would do my best to 
get it right.

As the months 
passed, I called Ann fre-
quently relying on her 
as a source of fabulous 
institutional knowledge 
about all things Chel-
sea. She never let me 
down and she always 
knew the answers.

During that first 
year, one day Ann said 
to me, “You are the first 
reporter I’ve dealt with 
that consistently gets it 
right.”

And from that point 
until today, I knew I 
had earned her respect. 
And each time we’d 
cross paths, our con-
versations were always 

a special treat. I’d come 
home and be renewed 
that if Ann believed in 
what I was trying to ac-
complish that I was suc-
ceeding.

I was honored to 
be asked to be part 
of a panel of women 
in Chelsea who were 
trailblazers. Ann and I 
sat next to each other 
telling our stories to a 
large crowd in The De-
pot. She told the crowd 
that night that I was still 
the only reporter she 
knew who always got it 
right.   She was an avid 
supporter and reader of 
Chelsea Update.

High praise from 
someone who I con-
sidered a mentor and a 
friend.

Words cannot begin 
to express how much 
I’ll miss our chats or her 
guidance.

And as a postscript, 
I know if I could call 
her and ask permission 
to publish this story, 
she’d tell me “Well, you 
got it right, but it’s really 
not necessary.”

Despite the count-
less things Ann Fee-
ney did for the City of 
Chelsea in her lifetime, 
she never sought press 
accolades for her many 
accomplishments.

Ann Feeney

From Christina Kim
There was a buzz 

in the air around Sil-
ver Maples of Chelsea 
Retirement Neighbor-
hood on the morning of 
Thursday, August 13 as 
a small group gathered 
to commemorate the 
groundbreaking of the 
new DeerRidge Villas.

The DeerRidge Vil-
las, a project nearly a 
decade in the making, 
will add 16 villas to Sil-
ver Maples Retirement 
Neighborhood. Lead-
ing up to Thursday’s 
groundbreaking was 
a land swap between 
Silver Maples and St. 
Joseph Mercy Chelsea 
Hospital, allowing the 
villas to be built on land 
contiguous to Silver Ma-
ples’ campus.

Due to social dis-
tancing guidelines, at-
tendees at the ground-
breaking were kept to 
a minimum. Featured 
guests include the Silver 
Maples Resident Coun-
cil, Board of Directors, 
Leadership Team, and 
one of Silver Maples 

Silver Maples of Chelsea 
Retirement Neighborhood

Groundbreaking Ceremony for New 
DeerRidge Villas Project

The DeerRidge Villas will add sixteen (16) new condo-style 
homes to Silver Maples’ vibrant community in Chelsea

“Original Residents” 
who joined the neigh-
borhood in its first year.

Following a solo vio-
lin rendition of America 
the Beautiful by recent 
CHS grad Thomas Ken-
nings, Silver Maples Ex-
ecutive Director & CEO 
Julie Deppner welcomed 
the attendees and gave 
a bit of background on 
the DeerRidge expan-
sion. “This project had 
been the vision of our 
board for a very long 
time. They knew . . . the 
baby boomer generation 
was inching closer to re-
tirement, and Chelsea, 
Michigan, specifically 
Silver Maples had be-
come a prime destina-
tion.”

Will Johnson, for-
mer CEO of Chelsea 
Community Hospital 
and one of Silver Ma-
ples’ “Founding Fathers” 
shared a brief overview 
of the inspiration for Sil-
ver Maples and the path 
from initial idea to the 
1996 groundbreaking 
ceremony.

Board Chair Sally 

DeVol took the audience 
through the more recent 
steps toward the Deer-
Ridge expansion.

The board knew 
that there was market 
research (and a waitlist) 
indicating demand for 
more villa-style housing; 
they even had the land. 
The challenge, of course, 
was that this land was 
non-contiguous. “Five 
years ago, Julie came on 
board and at that time 
the board thought ‘what 
a great opportunity to 
make our dream a re-
ality.’ Julie got to work 
and through dialogue 
and collaboration with a 
couple of our partners in 
getting this done -- Sil-
ver Maples along with 
St. Joe’s Mercy Chel-
sea Hospital, St. Mary’s 
Church, and IHA . . . 
we are standing here to-
day ready to embark on 
this beautiful project. 
We have all of them to 
thank.”

Additionally, Andy 
Shmina of AZ Shmina 
Construction Compa-
ny and Jan Culberson 
of A3C Collaborative 
Architecture talked 
through the next steps 
of the project. Though 
Covid-19 meant plan-
ning took a different 
form, through Zoom 
meetings and emails, de-
signs were finalized and 
the project is still set to 
be complete by summer 
2021.

The short program 
closed with ceremonial 
shoveling done by the 
board, leadership team, 
and resident council. 
“There is such a high de-
mand for independent 
senior living in our area 
and our new DeerRidge 
Villas will complement 
the current living op-
tions at Silver Maples of 
Chelsea,” says Deppner, 
“We are excited to bring 
in new residents who are 
active, vibrant and in-
dependent. The project 
is a wonderful addition 
to Silver Maples and the 
entire Chelsea commu-
nity!” Visit the Silver 
Maples Facebook page 
to see additional photos 
from the event.
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miles down the road 
from St. Louis Center 
at 18650 Old US-12 in 
Sylvan Twp. 

On the morning 
of Monday, August 24, 
2020, Rothamel, Tack-
well and Bridget Favre 
of D&B Marketing in 
Chelsea rode to the 
rescue by delivering a 
van load of art supplies 
worth $25,000 to help 
keep St. Louis Cen-
ter’s residents busy for 
months. Ms. Rothamel 
as it turns out, deals in 
imported hand-made 
art paper, and is also 
involved in project 
development and is a 
known inventor. When 
she learned that the res-
idents of St. Louis Cen-

USArtQuest Inc. Comes Through for 
St. Louis Center Residents

ter were looking for 
projects to help keep 
them busy, she jumped 
at the chance to help. 
She explained that, 
“I participate in the 
Alternative Arts and 
Business Learning En-
vironment Program, 
and love to help men-
tor young people in the 
community using my 
art and teaching skills.” 
Tackwell also donated 
$500 worth of art sup-
plies for the residents, 
and loves to roll up her 
sleeves to help other 
people in the Chelsea 
Community. “When 
I learned of the needs 
out at St. Louis Center, 
I knew that Sue and I 
could do something 
special to help out, so 

I was happy to help fa-
cilitate this project for 
the residents.”

St. Louis Center is 
a residential care facil-
ity for 70 children and 
adults with intellectu-
al and developmental 

disabilities in Chelsea, 
MI and is celebrating 
its 60th Anniversary 
this year. Please visit 
www.stlouiscenter.org 
for more information 
or to make a donation.

Christina Ferris, Brian Leland, Lorna Tackwell 
and Susan Rothamel help to unload the van.
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By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Company 

will be conducting a se-
ries of short interviews 
with Chelsea Residents 
for 52 weeks, bringing 
to light differing per-
sonalities and design 
styles in our commu-
nity.  Perhaps you will 
meet someone new 
through these weekly 
interviews or perhaps it 
will be YOU! Stay tuned 
and follow us each week 
– we now introduce you 
to  Charlie Dahlgren.

What is your cur-
rent profession? I start-
ed The Chelsea Pen 
Company 5 years ago 
when I was 15. I run the 
company and am also a 
student at Eastern Mich-
igan University, and on 
track to graduate with a 
Construction Manage-
ment degree, minoring 
in Business.

Your family mem-
bers: Father (Brett),  
Mother (Michele),  
brother (Luke) and dog 
Molly.

When did you 
move to Chelsea and 
where did you live pri-
or to coming to Chel-
sea? I was born in Royal 
Oak, and my parents 
moved to Chelsea when 
I was one year old.

What do you love 
about where you cur-
rently live?  We live just 
west of Chelsea and I 
love that we have coun-
try surroundings but are 
still so close to town.  I 
am so fortunate to have 
a woodshop right on 
our property where I 
hand make all the or-
ders.   And, having re-
cently graduated ( 2019) 
I appreciate the fact that 
we have a good school 
system.  

Have you traveled 
and do you see yourself 
living outside of Chel-
sea someday? I think 
I  would want to stay 
in the area- for reasons 
I mentioned above and 
my family.  We do trav-
el up north a lot, where 
we have property, but I 
haven’t ventured too far 
away as of yet. 

What three words 

Charlie  Dahlgren

Some of his pens crafted from 150 year old 
barn wood.

Photos Courtesy of Charlie Dahlgren.

describe your style?  
Do these count? Wood, 
Cowboy(boots!), Hunt-
er (orange!).     

Did someone have 
an influence on the 
way you view art and 
design? My dad, who 
owns his own business 
and does a lot of wood-
working is and has been 
my main influence. 
He allowed me to start 
working with him ever 
since I could pick up 
a hammer – he really 
taught me what I now 
know and love. 

What are you most 
inspired by in design?   
I love working with old 
things, existing pieces 
and or broken things in-
stead of buying new. My 
inspiration comes from 
what other see as “trash” 
into treasure.

As you think about 
the home in which you 
grew up, what elements 
do you like and do you 
think you may incor-
porate some of them in 
your own home?

My dad built our 
home and made all the 
woodwork in it.  The 
main rooms are very 
open with tall ceil-
ings and of course lots 
of wood and warmth.  
Definitely there will be a 
lot of wood in my home. 

Would you like to 
someday build or re-
model a home? I have 
thought about these 
ideas and have conclud-
ed I wouldn’t want to 
build new.  As of now, I 
would choose to reno-
vate a home instead so 
as not to destroy more 
land and forests. 

What is one ele-
ment or trend in de-
sign or art you do not 
like?   Sleek contempo-
rary with large doses 
of white and stainless 
are too cold for me  - I 
don’t even like too many 
white cabinets as it gets 
boring!  Instead I love 

wood characters show-
casing the warmth and 
graining.       

If you were moving 
and could only select 
one item from your 
home to keep, what 
would it be?  Our wood 
shop for sure…..as it 
is filled with history of 
past generations in both 
memories and the tools 
we use. 

Which room in 
your home gets the 
most use?   Our open 
concept kitchen/liv-
ing room is the busiest 
room. It has windows 
that look out at our back 
woods and barns. 

No room is com-
plete without  a stylis-
tic element – meaning 
something that adds 
interest and detail to a 
room, such as beautiful 
molding or a great light 
fixture.

Has any local ven-
ue particularly caught 
your eye - if so why?  Do 
you remember The Wol-
verine (bar and restau-
rant)?  I think many 
didn’t like it because it 
was dark inside, but I 
loved the “lodge-like” 
feeling it offered, and we 
would eat lunch there a 
lot when working with 
my dad’s crew. My cur-
rent favorite is Thomp-
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$395/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. # K08400

Stk. #K08189

$379 / 39/ $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
32,500miles.

Stk. #K08065

2020 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM LUXURY 

2020 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM LUXURY

2020 CT4 PREMIUM, LUXURY 

2020 XT5 AWD, PREMIUM LUXURY

2020 ESCALADE 4WD, LUXURY

2020 CT5 PREMIUM LUXURY

All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year.  All prices include GM employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2015 or 
newer GM or  Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will qualify. Prices are good through 08/31/2020. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify 
for tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory By 08/31/2020.  See dealer for more details.

LOCATION
3515 Jackson Rad
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES
877.212.3162

SERVICE
888.887.1753

©2020 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

Stk. #K08155

$369/ 39 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
32,500 miles.

$379/ 39 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
32,500miles.

Stk. #K08403

$699 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

$419 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. # K08272
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
EVERYDAY NONSENSE, MIDDLE AGE 
AND GOOSE LAKE MUSIC FESTIVAL

 continued on page 10

CHELSEA 
BULLDOGS 
SPORTS 

SCHEDULES
*Note: Dates and Times 

May Change*

Girls Varsity Cross 
Country

9/3/20 TBA (A) vs TBD
9/12/20 TBA (A) vs Bath HS

Boys Varsity Cross 
Country 

9/15/20 TBA (A) vs Adrian HS
9/29/20 4:30pm (A) vs Lincoln HS

Girls Varsity Field 
Hockey

8/31/20 5:30pm (A) vs Skyline HS

Girls Varsity Golf
8/24/20 3:00pm (H) vs Multiple 
Opponents SEC Tri@ Chelsea

Boys Varsity Soccer
8/29/20 11:00am (A) vs Northwest HS

Girls Varsity 
Swimming and 

Diving
9/1/20 6:00pm (A) vs Multiple 

Opponents
9/8/20 6:00pm (A) vs Multiple 

Opponents

Boys Varsity Tennis
9/2/20 4:00pm (H) vs Saline HS

9/15/20 4:00pm (A) vs Dexter HS

Girls Varsity 
Volleyball

9/8/20 7:00pm (A) vs Lincoln HS

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Chelsea High 
School is known for 
running and running 
distance. The boys’ 
cross country has prov-
en that.  The team is 
coached by Eric Swager.

“I  am in my 26th 
year of coaching,” Swa-
ger said.   “We have 
had a strong legacy of 
success, qualifying for 
state each year since 
2002, finishing top ten 
more than half of those 

CHELSEA CROSS 
LOOKS STRONG

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

years.   We were also 
just named one of the 
top ten XC programs 
in the state this century 
(any division).”

He said that af-
ter  back to back state 
championships in 2017 
and 2018, they finished 
fourth last year.

This year looks 
good.

“I will honestly say 
that this is the best, 
most consistent sum-
mer of training we 
have ever had - there-

fore I believe (stay-
ing healthy) that we 
can qualify once again 
and be another top 10 
team,” he said.

The senior leaders 
are: “Caden Faupel, Jim-
my Alford, Erik Reiber, 
and Owen Smith.  They 
will be the key to our 
success.      Other re-
turning varsity runners 
include Jonas Norwood 
(Junior), Bram Hartsuff 
(Soph), Nick Spruce 
(Soph) , and Zebedee 
Swager (Soph).    We 

also have a very strong 
freshman class, and 
may have some new-
comers on the top 7 as 
well.”   

The team is 20 run-
ners strong, and he 
is encouraged by the 
commitment of ALL 
the runners, fast and 
slow.

“I would like to 
thank the parents for 
all their support and 
flexibility as we attack 
a very different season,” 
he said.

When one reaches a 
certain age, one tends to 
think one has seen it all, 
heard it all and knows 
it all. And no, I'm not 
talking about adoles-
cent teenager or recent 
college graduate age -- 
I was once both, so I'm 
guilty. 

I'm talking about 
middle age. The age 
where I currently find 
myself. 

You know the age. 
It's when you're always 
tired. It's when every-
one but you is a terri-
ble driver. It's when you 
struggle to bend over 
and tie your shoes. And 
it's when you are fed up 
with the nonsense of ev-
eryday life.

When you're young 
and just starting out as 
an adult, the everyday 
nonsense is new. By the 
time you're in your 40s 
and 50s, it's just the same 

old "you know what," 
but a different day. 

The pizza guy on 
the other end of the 
telephone conversa-
tion? Hangs up with-
out saying thank you 
or goodbye. Different 
day, different year, same 
old everyday nonsense. 
Every year I laughably 
think I'll get a "thank 
you for calling, sir, we 
appreciate your busi-
ness, your pizza should 
be there in 45 minutes 
or so, goodbye, "click"." 
Nope. Never. Same old 
nonsense. 

My cable TV bill go-
ing up in price inexpli-
cably every few months 
or so. Service fees? 
Maintenance fees? Huh? 
What? Sixteen dollars 
for that "service?" Real-
ly? Different year, same 
old everyday nonsense. 

My vehicle reaching 
100,000 miles? Com-

mence crack in the oil 
pan. "That'll be $500, 
Mr. Richter." Unex-
pected broken water 
pump? Come on down 
-- the price is right. 
"Two-hundred bucks to 
tow it back to my town?" 
Wait, what? Why does 
my vehicle need a drink 
of water? "Do you have a 
rich uncle, Mr. Richter?" 
Four new tires? "That'll 
be $400, sucker, err, I 
mean, sir." Different 
year, different vehicle, 
same old everyday non-
sense. 

The moron pulling 
out in front of me on 
the road going 35 miles 
per hour, while every-
one else is traveling 50-
55 mph? You guessed it. 
Different day, different 
year, same old everyday 
nonsense. 

I thought I had ex-
perienced most every-
thing. I thought, by my 
age now -- middle age 
-- I knew most of ev-
erything I needed to 
know. I'm a history buff 
and read everything and 
anything I can get my 
hands on regarding the 
subject. My family and 
friends make fun of me 
because I read history 
books "for fun." 

Doesn't everyone? 

Anyhow, consider 
my middle-aged amaze-
ment when recently I 
found out one of the 
state of Michigan's (and 
the nation's) most leg-
endary musical mo-
ments occurred approx-
imately 20 minutes away 
from my town. 

I know -- I fell off 
my chair, too. 

Why had I never 
heard of the Goose Lake 
International Music 
Festival? 

The what, you ask? 
The Goose Lake 

(yes, there is really a lake 
with that name) Inter-
national Music Festival. 

About 12 miles east 
of downtown Jackson, 
Michigan, just south of 
I-94 off of Race Road 
exit, sits Goose Lake. 
Now part of a quiet, 
subdued Greenwood 
Acres campground, cur-
rently filled with perma-
nent residents and fami-
lies, Goose Lake in 1970 
from August 7 through 
9, was the epicenter of 
the rock n roll world. 

Hailed as Michi-
gan's "Woodstock," over 
200,000 people attend-
ed the three-day music 
extravaganza. A year 
earlier in the summer of 
1969, the actual Wood-
stock saw 400,000 peo-
ple pack farmland in 
upstate New York. Filled 
to the park's brim with 
mainly young people 
of the 1960s counter-
culture and rock n roll 
fans from all over the 
state of Michigan and 
throughout the country, 
the Goose Lake festival 
brought together some Traffic grinds to a halt outside the Goose Lake 

Music Festival. 

The giant slide at Goose Lake Music Festival 
was a popular attraction. It's said part of the 
slide still remains to this day at Goose Lake. 
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

On top of the bi-
zarre world of high 
school athletics this 
fall, the CHS girls 
swim and dive team 
has an almost equal-
ly daunting task: re-
place 16 seniors from 
the class of 2020 on 
a team that finished 
fourth at the MHSAA 
division III state meet 
last November.

“We had a very 
strong class that just 
graduated in July,” said 
head coach Andrew 
Thomson.  “We knew 
since middle school 
that was a very special 
class, and also knew 
when they left the 
program, they would 
leave a lasting impact, 
but also a big hole 
with the team.”  Over 
the past 2 seasons that 
team was responsible 
for nine new school 
records and a fifth and 
fourth place finish at 

CHS GIRLS SWIM & DIVE PREVIEW
CHELSEA BULLDOGS GIRLS SWIM & DIVE

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

the state meet.
“We will miss that 

group of seniors and 
they sure left their 
mark at the pool, but 
we have a great group 
of Bulldogs this fall 
who are excited to 
get to work and start 
the next chapter of 
our program,” said 
Thomson.  One of the 
athletes who already 
holds a few school re-
cords is Bella Turner.  
“Bella is back and she 
will have to get back 
up to speed quickly”.  
Since swimmers really 
were not able to train 
over the spring/sum-
mer with pools pri-
marily being closed, 
swimmers are knock-
ing off a lot of rust to 
start the season.  Bella 
will be expecting to 
compete for all-SEC 
and all-state positions 
in the sprint freestyle 
events.

Other members of 
the team who will look 

to make an impact 
this fall will be Ka-
tie Leissner (distance 
freestyle), Hannah 
Harmes (freestyle and 
backstroke), Dakota 
Drew (breaststroke), 
and Molly Jacobson 
(diving).  Said Thom-
son, “Our senior class 
is small by last year’s 
standards, but they 
have a ton of heart.  
Katie wants to get 
back to state meet af-
ter going sophomore 
year and missing last 
year.  Molly wants to 
get back to state meet 
after making it last 
year.  These seniors 
can’t wait to have fun 
and accomplish great 
things during their fi-
nal swim season.

Riley Monahan 
(distance freestyle), 
Chelsea Paddock 
(butterfly, distance 
freestyle), and Jessi-
ca Neff (breaststroke) 
are going to look to fill 
some big shoes that are 

open this fall.  These 
athletes will be thrust 
into the spotlight this 
fall after waiting their 
turn behind some se-
niors last year.  It will 
be a real treat to watch 
them respond to the 
new bar that has been 
set for them.

On top of every-
thing else, the team 
is thrilled to have 
nine new members.  
“We have a first-year 
senior, first-year ju-
nior, and 7 freshmen 
out for the team this 
fall.  That is very ex-
citing to work with 
these young ladies 
who are just learning 
the ropes, but all have 
hidden talents in the 
pool that the team 
does not even know 
about yet,” explained 
Thomson.  With only 
a handful of actual 
swim and dive prac-
tices through the first 
two weeks, there is 
still plenty to uncov-

er when it comes to 
strengths and abilities.

The Bulldogs are 
hoping to be able to 
live stream at least 
our home meets this 
fall so that members 
of the community 
can join us!  We do 
not anticipate that 
we will be able to al-
low the general pub-
lic into the facility to 
spectate this year.  The 
SEC White division 
is still a very talented 
group of athletes and 
teams.  Jackson and 
Dexter look to contin-
ue their strong team 
performances this 
season.  Tecumseh, 
Adrian, and Pinckney 
will continue to rise 
up the ranks as well, 
with several key ath-
letes to build around.  
The Chelsea team will 
be in for tough battles 
each and every meet 
against their SEC foes.

The team begins 
the season on the road 

for a tri meet at South 
Lyon East along with 
Detroit Country Day.  
The Bulldogs will host 
Adrian, Grosse Ile, 
Pinckney, Tecumseh 
and Dexter.  They will 
travel to Dundee, Ann 
Arbor Huron, Milan, 
Jackson and Lincoln.  
Chelsea is also sched-
uled to host the SEC 
White Division cham-
pionship meet in No-
vember, although that 
is up in the air.  “We al-
ways love hosting the 
SEC championship 
meet, as we get our 
pool absolutely jump-
ing with energy.  If we 
are able to host the 
meet this fall, it will 
feel different without 
all that energy,” com-
mented Thomson.  
“But for this year, we 
will just be grateful to 
have our season, work 
hard, and spend time 
with our teammates 
on a daily basis.”
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 ➢ continued from page 8

 ➢ continued from page 5

Chelsea Police Department 
Weekly Summary

Incident #: 20-1883 Location: 1200 block of South Main Street

Date: August 23, 2020 Time: 7:15 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine patrol 
officers responded to 
the 1200 block of South 
Main Street for the re-
port of a retail fraud 
that had just occurred. 
The caller reported that 
the suspects had load-
ed up a shopping cart 
full of liquor and fled 
the store and got into 
a Gray Dodge Charger. 
The vehicle was driven 
by a female and also oc-

cupied by two male sub-
jects. An area broad-
cast was put out to area 
agencies to be on the 
lookout for the vehicle 
in question. The Michi-
gan State Police advised 
that they located the 
possible suspect vehicle 
and stopped it at I-94 
X Stone School Rd. A 
search of the vehicle lo-
cated a large number of 
full liquor bottles still 
factory sealed some of 

the bottles also still had 
the anti-theft tags still 
attached. The property 
was seized and logged 
into evidence the oc-
cupants were able to 
present no proof of 
purchase for any of the 
liquor in their posses-
sion. The case remains 
open pending further 
investigation and the 
case being submitted to 
the Washtenaw County 
Prosecutors for review.

Incident #: 20-1861 Location: 200 block of Silver Maples Dr.

Date: August 21, 2020 Time: 11:25 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was dis-
patched to the 1000 
block of South Main 
Street for the report 
of a computer fraud 
theft. The victim stated 
that she had received a 
phone call from some-
one that represented 
themselves as an em-

ployee with “Apple 
Security”. The caller 
told the victim that 
her phone needed an 
update and he would 
assist her with doing 
so. The victim followed 
his directions and un-
knowingly allowed him 
access into her phone. 
Once access was gained 
into her phone the sus-

pect with the help of 
the victim was able to 
transfer $200 to an un-
known account on five 
(5) separate occasions 
for a total of one-thou-
sand dollars stolen. 
The case remains open 
pending some further 
investigation into the 
identity of the suspect.

ON THE SIDELINE:
EVERYDAY NONSENSE, MIDDLE AGE 
AND GOOSE LAKE MUSIC FESTIVAL

Part of the massive crowd and stage area 
at Goose Lake Music Festival. The three-

day event outside of Jackson attracted over 
200,000 fans August 7 through 9 in 1970. The 

large speaker towers in the foreground still 
stand today.

of the era's most popu-
lar musical performers 
and bands. 

Some of the legend-
ary acts to play Goose 
Lake included Jethro 
Tull, Joe Cocker, Chica-
go, The Small Faces with 
Rod Stewart, Mountain, 
The James Gang with 
Joe Walsh and Michi-
gan-based performers 
Bob Seger, The Stoog-
es, Brownsville Station, 
Mitch Ryder and the 
Detroit Wheels and the 
MC5. 

Incredible. 

I never knew an 
event such as this hap-
pened in Michigan, let 
alone so near to where 
I live. 

Newspaper articles 
from the period said 
the three-day music cel-
ebration would be re-
membered for its mas-
sive crowd, great music, 
skinny dipping and the 
open sale of multiple 
drugs, including mar-
ijuana and LSD. The 
newspaper stories of 
that day also said Goose 
Lake was transformed 
into a "nest of peace and 

love in 1970." 
There are old pho-

tos of the event online. 
One of the pictures that 
intrigues me the most is 
a long, giant slide that 
was set up inside the 
Goose Lake festival. It's 
said the slide was one 
of the most popular 
places to be during the 
event. Apparently, rem-
nants of the giant slide 
still survive in the cur-
rent campground today, 
along with multiple tall 
towers which held large 
speakers and still stand 
after all these decades. 

Because of com-
plaints and concerns 
from locals and county 
administrators and law 
enforcement, the Goose 
Lake International Mu-
sic Festival lasted one 
year and was shut down 
the following summer. 

Dang -- that's an 
"everyday nonsense" I 
would've liked to expe-
rience. 

Some say, though, 
on a quiet summer 
night, if you listen hard 
enough, you can still 
hear the music...

son’s Pizza because there 
is a lot of woodwork and 
offers a homey feeling.

What did you do 
to pass the time during 
the COVID-19 State 
shutdown?  Aside 
from continuing with 
my college studies,  a 
friend had encouraged 
me to check into the 
Fire Dept. training pro-
gram.  I found myself  
attending the fire acad-
emy and will finish this 
fall. I am really liking 
it so I will go on to get 
my EMT certificate as 
well- which is required 
to be a firefighter at the 
Chelsea Fire Dept. My 
Chelsea Pen business 
has been slower at this 
time, allowing me to do 
these other studies.  I 
also traveled up north 
a lot, got myself orga-
nized and bought a car 
to enter into the Demo-
lition Derby at the 2020 
Fair, but we all know 
that didn’t happen- so 
hopefully I will use it for 
2021!

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie – Forest 
Gump

Favorite Historical 
Place You have visited 
–Mackinac Island

Scent – Sawdust
Music– Aerosmith 

(I had their Greatest 
Hits, on a little tykes 
cassette player that I 
would listen too) – and 
Yes! I still have that cas-
sette.

TV Show- Well, we 
just got rid of TV- but I 
liked, Seinfeld

Meal -  My Gram-

ma’s Beef Barley Soup- a 
fall treat!

Travel Destination 
(on your bucket list)–  
Colorado – for the 
mountains – and hope-
fully an Elk hunt!

Season – Fall – 
hunting, colors and the 
Sugarloaf campground 
Haunted House/Trick 
or Treating Event!

Color- Blue, with 
deep green being a close 
second.

Favorite thing to 
Collect –I have a large  
Coca-Cola collection  

Museum – The 
Lumberjack Museum in 
Hartwick Pines, MI 

Hobbies- hunting, 
fishing,  motocross, dirt 
bike trail riding.

Item on a book-
shelf  –  I do like to 
read, so I would answer,  
books- specifically John 
Grisham’s,  The Painted 
House. 

Kitty’s Note:
Charlie has been our 

youngest interviewee 
and I enjoyed meeting 
with him to hear about 
his company and his 
plans. Self-motived and 
inspiring, this young 
man’s name will contin-
ue to surface as he em-
braces his entrepreneur-
ial path.  Charlie told me 
his story of Chelsea Pen 
and I wanted to share 
some of what he said:

Charlie has been 
connecting with busi-
nesses and  the commu-
nity to grow his busi-
ness.  As an example, he 
put the Chelsea-Opoly 
board game idea on 
Facebook in order to al-
low people to make sug-

gestions on local busi-
nesses to feature.  There 
is now a proud com-
pleted version in Reed’s 
Barbering.  This was a 
fun project taking ap-
proximately 100 hours 
of labor.

Charlie has always 
had an entrepreneur’s 
spirit.  Chelsea Pen arose 
from the love of working 
with wood and encour-
agement from his family 
after seeing some of his 
designs such as pens, 
pencils and desk ac-
cessories.  Chelsea Pen 
has also crafted small 
pieces of furniture, piz-
za wheels and cutlery.   
Charlie is willing to try 
new things and encour-
ages people to ask him 
for items on their wish 
list, if they are not cur-
rently showing on the 
company’s offerings. 
Recently he was asked 
to create a long wood-
en shoehorn, so he went 
to work and was happy 
with the results.

As mentioned in the 
interview, Chelsea Pen 
uses salvage wood, as re-
cycling is  priority to this 
company. He explained 
to me, that there was an 
old walnut tree in Chel-
sea on Old US 12 that 
had to come down when 
a change of ownership 
occurred. Beautiful de-
signs and new life have 
now been fashioned 
from that walnut wood.  

You can find Chel-
sea Pen on Facebook, 
Etsy and Instagram, and 
you can find Charlie 
hard at work, studying, 
or creating or maybe at 
the Fire Department.


