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Crowdfunding Campaign Launched for the ‘Border to 
Border Trail – Chelsea Connection’

$50,000 goal to win matching grant through MEDC’s Public Spaces 
Community Places initiative

Story and another photo on page 3. Photos courtesy of Doug Coombe.

Peter Mourad will 
be a junior at Chel-
sea High School this 
fall. He is involved 
in many activities. 
Extracurricular activi-
ties take up a lot of time. 
He is involved in Ten-
nis, Chelsea House 
Orchestra (CHO), 
CHS Bleu Print, Pres-
ident of Ping Pong 
Club, Church Youth 

PETER 
IS 

GIFTED
By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Group and Link Leader. 
Memorable moments in 
his life are plenty. “Play-
ing in the state finals 
with the tennis team; 
playing with the All 
State Orchestra, travel-
ing to Yellowstone with 
my family, fasting for 30 
hours to raise money for 
world hunger relief with 
my church, finishing my 
first marathon (are all 
included),” Peter said. 

Photos By: Emily Kuo

The Chelsea City 
Council meeting 
opened with a re-
minder regarding de-
corum, respect and 
being civil.  I did not 
witness the last meet-
ing, but based on the 
request, I can only 
glean that it was a 
tense one. 

The consent agen-
da passed. The agen-
da was up next and 

Chelsea City 
Council Meeting

councilmember Ian-
nelli asked to add an 
item to the agenda 
and make an edit. He 
wanted to add a rec-
ommendation from 
the HRC that the 
city partners with the 
Chamber, Public Li-
brary to help spread 
the word about a DEI 
training provided for 
local businesses by 
St. Joe’s.  The may-
or voiced concern 
that the public did 

not have the oppor-
tunity to review  the 
information and  in 
the spirit of being a 
public body, the pub-
lic should have the 
chance to view and 
weigh in on the infor-
mation.  After some 
back and forth John 
Hanifan clarified that 
as long as there is no 
financial consider-
ation the council can 
amend and act. The 
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 ➢ continued from page 1
agenda passed with 
the added item. 

The next item on 
the agenda was public 
comment.  The mayor 
noted that residents 
were upset by the be-
havior during the last 
meeting and request-
ed civility.  Joanne 
Ladio spoke first.  She 
spoke on accusations 
made during the pre-
vious meeting against 
One World One Fam-
ily.  She noted that the 
issue stemmed from 
an article that was 
published a year ago.  
And that  there was 
some sort of accusa-
tion of One World 
One Family being 
associated with Free-
dom Fighters.  Joanne 
was firm that this is a 
lie.  There is no con-
nection or associa-
tion. 

Mike Macin-
tosh spoke next.  
He thanked Coun-
cilmember Albertson 
for standing up and 
Hanifan as well.  He 
feels that members on 
the council and in the 
public are misdirect-
ing information. He 
resents that because 
he has a sign support-
ing the police  that he 
is called a racist.   He 
explained that there 
needs to be a dialog.  
There is now a lot of 
ranting and yelling.  

Chelsea City Council Meeting
There was no fur-

ther public comment.  
The next item on 

the agenda was a pre-
sentation from the 
Human Rights Com-
mission.  The Mich-
igan Department of 
Civil Rights presented 
a four hour training 
for council and staff.   
26 people attended 
and 17 people took 
a subsequent survey 
on the training.   The 
City was provided a 
four step method to 
improve, based on the 
survey.  The HRC  is 
recommending the 
city implement the 
suggestions.   The 
HRC would like to 
create a civility month 
in November.   The 
Chelsea District Li-
brary  will be host-
ing a civil discourse 
workshop and the 
HRC would like to 
build on the program 
during the month 
of November.   The 
training added to the 
agenda was discussed.  
The role of the City 
would be to help 
publicize the event.  
C o u n c i l m e m b e r s 
wanted more infor-
mation on the details 
of the event.   Coun-
cilmembers provided 
the HRC with sug-
gestions on the civil-
ity month including 
the schools and Silver 
Maples.  The HRC 

will be back with 
more information on 
civility month  as the 
planning and details 
are put in place.  

Council business 
was addressed next.  
Planning commission 
appointments need-
ed to be made.  All 
three applicants were 
appointed after some 
discussion.  Two of 
the three have family 
members that serve 
on other boards. 
Since they’d previous-
ly served and  there 
were no other appli-
cants they were ap-
pointed rather than 
waiting to see if more 
people applied.  There 
is a council rule that 
if other members 
serve on boards, they 
should not be selected 
if there are other ap-
plicants. 

Next on the agen-
da was the DEI as-
sessment from the 
Michigan Depart-
ment of Civil Rights.  
The HRC is encour-
aging the council to 
put together a com-
mittee to complete an 
organizational DEI 
assessment.    After 
discussion, it was 
determined that the 
council currently has 
a lot to digest and 
complete. And given  
the resources needed,  
the council agreed to 
place it on the vision-

ing session agenda in 
October.

The addition to 
the agenda was up 
next.   The HRC was 
in favor of the city 
creating a training 
partnership with the 
library, chamber and 
St. Joe’s to provide 
local businesses DEI 
training.  The role of 
the HRC is to help 
spread the words and 
get people registered.  
After much discus-
sion and clarification 
that the process of 
getting an item on the 
agenda should be fol-
lowed and completed 
in a timely fashion, 
mistakes should be 
owned and the like.    
The council agreed to 
the partnership with 
more information 
provided at the next 
meeting. 

The next item was 
a development agree-
ment  for Heritage 
Farms within Heri-
tage Pointe.  Upfal in-
cluded slight chang-
es that needed to be 
made. Councilmem-
ber Albertson not-
ed the due diligence 
done. The motion 
passed. 

The fourth item  
was the in-car video 
system and body cam-
eras  for the police de-
partment.  The Chief 
explained his prefer-
ence and the reason.  

The Axon system is 
the gold standard.  If 
a taser or weapon is 
drawn the camera is 
automatically trig-
gered.  In a potential-
ly high stress system, 
the police don’t have 
another item to re-
member. It has redac-
tion capability if a ju-
venile is involved or if 
an event takes place in 
a hospital or school.  
The price was includ-
ed in the budget and  
the council approved.  

The fifth item was 
unfortunately not 
budgeted. It was a re-
quest  for purchase 
of a Kenworth T880 
Semitruck. The truck 
the city was using 
unexpectedly needs 
replacement.  It is 
31 years old and in 
need of 40k worth of 
repairs.  It could die 
at any moment after 
repairs. The city has 
done very well with 
spreading capital im-
provement costs.   The 
truck was next on the 
agenda to be replaced 
but it did not survive.  
After getting two 
separate financing 
quotes, the city ap-
proved the purchase 
for the lowest financ-
ing.  

The final item on 
the agenda was the 
request to Accept 
Coronavirus Fiscal 
Recovery Funds Un-

der the American 
Rescue Act.   Garber 
provided the various 
options and her sug-
gestion was to accept 
the funds.  There was 
some curiosity if the 
funds could be used 
for a semi.   Typical-
ly the funds are for 
broadband, water and 
wastewater, and com-
munity assistance.  
The Council decided 
to accept the funds 
and determine how 
they will be used in 
October or February 
of 2022.   

The City manag-
er and police chief 
provided reports. So 
too did council mem-
bers.  Bobcat is about 
to get started with 
the audit.  Council 
members were  en-
couraged to not di-
rect the audit and 
thus impact the out-
come.  If members of 
the public would like 
to be included, email 
John  Hanifan  and 
he will pass along the 
information.  Howev-
er,  due to the nature 
of the audit , it might 
be a better study if the 
group finds people to 
interview on its own.  
People requesting to 
be a part may be emo-
tionally invested in an 
outcome one way or 
another. 

The meeting then 
adjourned.
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 ➢ continued from page 1
From: Mackenzie 
Wisniewski, 
Assistant Director, 
Huron Waterloo 
Pathways Initiative

A new segment 
of the Border-to Bor-
der (B2B) Trail in 
Washtenaw County 
will reach downtown 
Chelsea through a 
crowdfunding cam-
paign, Huron Water-
loo Pathways Initiative 
(HWPI) and the Mich-
igan Economic Devel-
opment Corporation 
and the nonprofit 
Huron announced to-
day. The campaign is 
being offered through 
the Michigan-based 
crowdfunding plat-
form Patronicity.

If the campaign 
reaches its crowdfund-
ing goal of $50,000 
by September 15, the 
project will win a 
matching grant with 
funds made possible 
by MEDC’s Public 
Spaces Community 
Places program. For 
project details and to 
donate, please visit: 
patronicity.com/b2b-
trail

“Creating con-
nectivity between our 
public trails brings our 
communities togeth-
er and provides new 
recreational oppor-
tunities for our resi-
dents,” said MEDC Se-
nior Vice President of 

Crowdfunding Campaign 
Launched for the ‘Border 
to Border Trail – Chelsea 

Connection’
$50,000 goal to win matching grant 

through MEDC’s Public Spaces 
Community Places initiative

Community Develop-
ment Michele Wild-
man. “We are pleased 
to support and provide 
resources for this proj-
ect through our Public 
Spaces Community 
Places program.” 

Huron Waterloo 
Pathway Initiative, 
in partnership with 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty Parks and Recre-
ation (WCPARC) and 
the city of Chelsea, is 
building an extension 
of the Border-to-Bor-
der Trail that will con-
nect you directly into 
Downtown Chelsea. 
This one-mile trail 
segment will provide 
trail users, businesses, 
visitors, and residents 
direct access to down-
town to enjoy shop-
ping, dining, and rec-
reation along the trail.

This new section 
of trail will begin at 
Veterans Park, wind-
ing through Timber-
town, and continue 
one mile north on a 
road separated path 
on M-52. The trail-
head at Timbertown 
features extensive 
parking, restrooms, 
picnic pavilions and a 
play area. This section 
of the trail is part of a 
larger B2B Trail plan 
that will eventually 
connect Chelsea to 
Stockbridge. The trail 
will not only connect 
to downtown Chelsea 
but will traverse Mich-
igan DNR's Pinckney 
and Waterloo Recre-
ation area. This trail 
connection will add to 
the existing 4.8 miles 
of trail that were con-
structed in 2018-2020.

“HWPI is pleased 
to partner with the 
MEDC on the Bor-
der-to-Border Trail 
Chelsea Connector.  
When complete, resi-
dents and visitors will 
be able to connect di-
rectly into downtown 
Chelsea from the trail 
to access restaurants, 
shopping, and the 
recreational facili-
ties at Timber Town 
and Veterans Park,” 
said Jeff Hardcastle, 
HWPI Board Chair. 
“This project is part 
of a series of dynam-
ic connections that 
will significantly en-
hance non-motorized 
trail access in Western 
Washtenaw County.”

Public Spaces 
Community Places 
is a collaborative ef-
fort of the MEDC, the 
Michigan Municipal 
League, and Patronic-
ity, in which local res-
idents can use crowd-
funding to be part of 
the development of 
strategic projects in 
their communities 
and be backed with a 
matching grant from 
MEDC. Communi-
ties, nonprofits and 
other business entities 
can apply at https://
patronicity.com/pure-
michigan.

“The Michigan 
Municipal League is a 
firm believer in build-
ing community wealth 
in ways that build on 
existing assets and 
enhance the human 
experience for every-
one,” said MML CEO 
and Executive Direc-
tor Dan Gilmartin. 
“Expanding the Bor-

der-to-Border Trail 
to downtown Chelsea 
is community wealth 
building in action. 
With the public’s sup-
port, this project will 
improve the human 
experience for all for 
years to come. That 
is what communi-
ty wealth building is 
about.”

The Public Spac-
es Community Plac-
es initiative started in 
2014 with MEDC pro-
viding matched fund-
ing of up to $50,000 
for community im-
provement projects 
throughout Michigan. 
As of June 30, 2021, 
MEDC has provided 
more than $8.6 million 
in matching grants. 
Since the launch of the 
program, 280 projects 

have been successful 
in reaching their goal, 
with $10.1 million 
raised from 48,922 in-
dividual donors.

About HWPI
HWPI is the 

501(c)3 nonprofit or-
ganization that is re-
sponsible for private 
fundraising, com-
munity engagement, 
and ongoing support 
along the B2B Trail. 
HWPI works to facil-
itate the development 
of non-motorized 
recreational pathways 
and help connect the 
Border to Border Trail 
to Michigan’s expand-
ing network of trails to 
build healthy, active, 
and connect commu-
nities.  

For more infor-
mation about the B2B 

Trail or HWPI, please 
visit the B2B Trail 
website at b2btrail.org 

Contact Informa-
tion
Jeff Hardcastle, 
HWPI Board Chair – 
(734).604.011, jdh@
hardwoodsolutions.
com
Susan Faulkner, 
HWPI Executive 
Director – 
(734).730.5880, 
susanfaulkner@
b2btrail.org
Mackenzie 
Wisniewski, HWPI 
Assistant Director 
- (808).430/2953, 
mackenzie@b2btrail.
org
Kathleen 
Achtenberg, MEDC 
- (517).489.0557, 
achtenbergk@
michigan.org
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Savings in
Chelsea

From: Dan Kotman
U.S. Represen-

tative Tim Walberg 
(MI-07) introduced 
the  Association 
Health Plans Act of 
2021  (H.R. 4547), 
legislation to expand 
health care options 
and lower costs for 
small businesses 
through association 
health plans (AHPs). 
Walberg was joined 
by Rep. Michael C. 
Burgess, M.D. (TX-
26); Rick Allen (GA-
12), Republican 
Leader of the House 
Subcommittee on 
Health, Employment, 
Labor, and Pensions; 
and Rep. Virginia 
Foxx (NC-05), Re-
publican Leader of 
the Committee on 
Education and La-
bor, in introducing 
the legislation.

Upon introduc-
tion, Rep. Tim Wal-
berg said:

Walberg Introduces Legislation 
to Expand Health Care Options 

for Small Businesses
“The high cost of 

health care remains 
a struggle for small 
businesses, many of 
whom are still fac-
ing pandemic-related 
hardship. Associa-
tion health plans are 
a commonsense solu-
tion that empower 
small employers and 
their employees when 
making health cov-
erage decisions. By 
providing small busi-
nesses with greater 
bargaining power, it 
allows them to offer 
more quality options 
for workers at a better 
price. Our bill would 
expand pathways 
to more affordable 
health care for fami-
lies in Michigan and 
across the country.”

Rep. Michael C. 
Burgess, M.D. said:

“Americans val-
ue the freedom of 
individualism and 
want the same when 

choosing a health in-
surance plan. Asso-
ciation health plans 
expand the opportu-
nity for Americans to 
choose insurance that 
meets their needs, 
and for employers to 
provide quality insur-
ance to their employ-
ees. Having owned 
my own practice, I 
understand the value 
of these plans, which 
allow employers to 
partner together to 
offer quality coverage 
that can be more af-
fordable. These health 
plans are a step to-
ward expanding our 
options and restoring 
our personal liberty 
in our health care sys-
tem. I urge Congress 
to pass this legislation 
to make health care 
flexibility the law of 
the land.”

Rep. Rick Allen 
said:

“As a small busi-

nessman, I under-
stand how much 
employers want 
to provide quality 
health coverage for 
their employees, and 
Association Health 
Plans provide that 
opportunity for small 
business owners. I 
thank Rep. Walberg 
for introducing this 
bill and I look for-
ward to continuing 
efforts to modernize 
America’s health care 
for employers of all 
sizes.”

Rep. Virginia 
Foxx said:

“As Americans 
recover from the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic, and businesses 
claw their way back 
from an economic 
recession, now is the 
time for Congress to 
cut regulatory red 
tape and allow small 
business owners to 
band together to of-

fer affordable, com-
prehensive health 
coverage through as-
sociation plans. I am 
proud to support this 
commonsense bill 
which removes barri-
ers to health coverage 

and allows millions 
of workers and job 
creators to have the 
freedom to choose a 
health care plan that 
works for them.”
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Farm to Table Event to Benefit 
5 Healthy Towns Foundation’s 

Farmers Markets

Chelsea inaugurated the series in August 2016. 
Alber’s Orchard was the country setting for the 2018 event.

Dexter’s Farm to Table planning committee

From: Shawn 
Personke

We’ve come full cir-
cle. The sixth annual 5 
Healthy Towns Farm 
to Table Fabulous Feast 
will take place on Sun-
day, Aug. 29, 2021, at 4 
p.m. at the Grass Lake 
Community Park & Pa-
vilion.

For the past 5 years, 
the fundraising dinner 
traveled to each of the 
five healthy towns. In 
2016, Chelsea present-
ed the first dinner, fol-
lowed by Grass Lake, 
Manchester, Dexter, 
and, in 2020, Stock-
bridge.  

Now the circuit be-
gins again.

This year’s chair, 
Sabrina Edgar, man-
ager of the Grass Lake 
Farmers Market, is 
joined by community 
members from the oth-
er four towns. 

“Hosting the Farm 
to Table dinner is a 
great way to showcase 
your town, celebrate 
the farmers, and local 
food.”

“One of our goals 
when we first started 
organizing the dinner 
was to build bonds 
between the commu-
nities,” Edgar added. 
“Through the planning 
committees, I’ve met 
some cool people. And 
on the day of the event, 
it’s great to see all these 
people from the 5H 
towns, getting to know 
each other, visiting 
about mutual friends, 
sharing connections, 
and talking about local 
food and the impor-
tance of our farmers.”

With Grass Lake 
celebrating its 150th 
anniversary, it’s a dou-
ble bit of fun.

“All of Grass Lake 
is bubbling about the 
sesquicentennial and 
we’re glad we could in-
clude the dinner as part 
of the celebration,” she 
said.

Edgar said she also 
wants people to know 
that the committee is 
planning for a Covid-
safe event.

“We’re providing 
more tables in the fresh 
air under the pavilion 
and tent so that people 
can eat and socialize 
with some space,” she 
said.

Chelsea’s market 
manager, Emily Gris-
wold, has been lining 
up the chefs to pre-
pare the food donated 
and purchased from 
each of the five farm-
ers markets. While the 
menu is still being fine-

tuned, she is excited 
to welcome back chefs 
from Smokehouse 52, 
Roaming Goat, and Sil-
ver Maples, with Com-
mon Grill providing 
the rolls. Additions to 
this year’s chef team in-
clude Chef Savur, Chel-
sea Burger, Kitchen Lit-
tle, Chelsea Alehouse, 
and Jolly Pumpkin. 
Lone Oak Vineyards 
is providing the wine, 
and Jolly Pumpkin, the 
beer. 

“Lone Oak has a 
new dessert wine that 
we’re including as a 
tasting to accompany 
the dessert course,” said 
Griswold. 

For the past three 
years, the event has also 
held an auction. This 
year’s online auction 
opens August 8 and 
runs through 3 p.m. 
on August 29. At that 
time, the most popu-
lar items head to a live 
auction format. Items 
are still being collected, 
but current highlights 
include a stay near the 
coast of Italy and a 
Dinner for 4 Prepared 
in Your Home by Chef 
Savur!

Stephen Petty, 
the new CEO of the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation, is excited to ex-
perience the Fabulous 
Feast and meet com-
mittee members who 
have been working on 
the event.

“One of the pri-
mary pillars of the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation,” said Petty, “is 
to encourage people 
to eat better, which in 
turn helps ensure bet-
ter long-term health 
outcomes. Our farmers 
markets play an essen-
tial role in the five com-
munities to support 
greater access to fresh, 
local foods at afford-

able prices.” 
He added that the 

markets also provide a 
great opportunity for 
community residents 
to stay connected local-
ly, offering music and 
other events that en-
courage people to come 
together.

“Our communi-
ties love their farmers 
markets and the Foun-
dation is happy to sup-
port the annual Farm 
to Table event. Con-
gratulations to the 2021 
Fabulous Feast to bene-
fit the Chelsea Farmers 
Market, Dexter Win-
ter Marketplace, Grass 
Lake Farmers Market, 
Open Air Market of 
Stockbridge, and the 
Ac or n / Man c h e s t e r 
Farmers Market and 
Cafe.”

WHAT: 5 Healthy 
Towns Farm to Table 
Fabulous Feast, a multi-
course dinner! 

WHEN: Sunday, 
August 29, 2021, at 4 
pm

WHERE: Grass 
Lake Community Park, 
120 Brown St., Grass 
Lake, Michigan

HOW MUCH: 
Tickets are $75. 
Available online at 
Eventbrite (link below) 
or at the Farmers Mar-
kets in Chelsea, Stock-
bridge, Dexter, Grass 
Lake, and Manchester.

Online: 
h t t p s : / / f a r m -

2 t a b l e _ _ g r a s s l a k e .
eventbrite.com 

w w w. f a c e b o o k .
com/5healthytowns-
farmtotable

https://www.32auc-
tions.com/Farm2Table

For more infor-
mation about the 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation or the five Farm-
ers Markets, visit ww-
w.5healthytowns.org.
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Sounds & Sights on Thursday 
Nights July 29, 2021

Now in its fifth 
week, Sounds & Sights 
on Thursday Nights 
continues its abbrevi-
ated free summer con-
cert series on Thursday, 
July 29 from 6:30 until 
8:30 p.m. Professional 
artists perform at sev-
en staged areas located 
throughout downtown 
Chelsea showcasing 
music, chalk art, and 
circus acts!

This week the fam-
ily-friendly entertain-
ment features Detroit 
Circus at Palmer Com-
mons.  The dazzling 
circus-style performers 
specialize in high flying 
aerial antics, fire danc-
ing, stilt acrobatics, 
contortion, juggling, 
and a variety of circus 
sideshow acts.

All ages are invited 
to create colorful works 
of art at Palmer Com-
mons. This week the 
“How to Chalk” theme 
is “Video Games,” led 
by professional artist 

Chris Monaghan.
The stellar mu-

sic line-up includes 
rhythm and blues-rock 
band Mo’ Easy at Ka-
tie’s Korner on the li-
brary lawn, and The 
Fossil Creek Band 
at South Street.  The 
Fossil Creek Band or 
“Creekers” are known 
for their fun-loving, 
energetic performing 
style, tight harmonies, 
and original bluegrass 
tunes.

The East Middle 
Street stage features 
Brian Brickley & the 
Martindales with a 
mix of blues and rock.  
Just past the railroad 
tracks, the Elvis tribute 
band, The Devil Elvis 
Show, performs a rock 
revue at the Glazier 
Building. 

Around the corner, 
Ellis & M.E. perform 
eclectic acoustic at the 
Clocktower Gazebo. 
Their groove comes 
from a creative blend 

of wood & strings, in-
novative songwriting, 
tight vocal harmonies. 
At The Grateful Crow 
restaurant, Jacob Sig-
man performs soul and 
pop.

While strolling 
downtown, visitors can 
explore the new instal-
lation of SculptureWalk 
Chelsea, a self-guided 
walking tour of 16 jur-
ied sculptures. 

Chelsea Area Fes-
tivals & Events is a 
not-for-profit organi-
zation that enriches 
Chelsea, and the sur-
rounding communi-
ties, by promoting the 
presentation of and 
participation in quality 
performing and visu-
al arts throughout the 
year. 

For an updated list 
of performers and stage 
locations, please visit 
www.chelseafestivals.
com and follow @chel-
seafestivals on Face-
book and Instagram.
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
WALKING CANES, LAWNS, 

GROCERIES AND PIZZA

Hobbies for him in-
clude biking, play-
ing the piano, violin, 
and mandolin, run-
ning, strength train-
ing, composing music. 
Favorite classes are 
many for this intel-
ligent young man. 
“All the science classes I 
have taken are my favor-
ites,” he said.  “It’s hard to 
choose a favorite teach-
er because Chelsea has 
so many great teachers, 
but Mr. Nathan Peters, 
who teaches orchestra 
in Chelsea and is my vi-
olin teacher, has taught 
me a lot over the years.” 
College has yet to be cho-
sen but he will be there 
in the future for sure. 
“I want to make the 
world a better place 
through a career in the 

sciences,” commented. 
“I live with my mom, 
dad, and younger broth-
er.” 

“My parent's names 
are Emily Kuo and Ron 
Mourad. My mom is a 
lawyer (she only prac-
tices in Illinois) and my 
dad is the provost at Al-
bion College. My broth-
er's name is Luke and he 
is a rising freshman that 
also goes to Chelsea.”   
Advice to younger 
athletes and schol-
ars is pretty wise. 
“Don't be afraid to try 
something new, espe-
cially since there are so 
many opportunities at 
Chelsea High School,” 
he said. “Make sure to 
balance athletics, the 
arts, and academics, 
because they all enrich 
your life.”

PETER IS GIFTED
 ➢ continued from page 1

So it’s Week 8 of 
my doctor-imposed, 
couch-ridden isola-
tion from the rest of 
the world.

Somebody please 
help me. I’m losing 
my mind sitting on 
my couch and us-
ing crutches to get 
around. My arm pits 
are scaly, red and 
chafed. My one good 
leg is turning into 
a bad leg since I’m 
using it so much to 
hobble around. And 
the walls and furni-
ture of my house are 
scuffed, chipped and 
gouged because of the 
numerous times I’ve 
smashed into them 
with my crutches. The 
innards of my house 
look like I’ve been 
engaged in an eight-
week nunchuck battle 
with Bruce Lee.

Eight weeks ago, 
I jumped off the roof 
of my shed and frac-
tured my tibia just be-

low the knee, partially 
tore my calf muscle, 
twisted my ankle, in-
jured my heel and 
somehow cracked a 
rib. Why would I do 
something like that? I 
don’t know. I’m a guy 
and forgot I’m not 25 
anymore, I guess.

Anyhow, ever 
since then I’ve been 
relegated to my couch 
per my doctor’s or-
ders. Though after 
four weeks of doing 
nothing but resting, 
icing, compressing 
and elevating my in-
jured leg, I couldn’t 
take the boredom and 
isolation anymore 
and decided, crutches 
and all, to go back to 
work in a limited ca-
pacity.

I must say, 
throughout this en-
tire ordeal, people 
have been amazing. 
I’ve received help for 
many different things 
from many different 
people.

From my work 
colleague driving 45 
minutes out of her 
way on a Tuesday 
to pick me up at my 
house and take me to 
urgent care the day 
after I injured my-
self. Then finish part 
of her job and come 
back later to pick me 
up from urgent care 

and take me home. 
She even brought a 
cane she had from 
her house to help me 
walk. And, to top it 
all off, she stopped at 
Culver’s on the way 
home so I could get 
a double butter burg-
er, fries and a choco-
late malt. Thank you, 
Lori.

My neighbor, Ted, 
has been cutting my 
lawn for the past eight 
weeks. I’m a little jeal-
ous — my lawn actu-
ally looks better since 
he’s been cutting it. I 
don’t know what his 
secret is, but a part 
of me kinda wants 
to remain injured so 
my lawn can contin-
ue looking so nice. 
I’m kidding — sort 
of. He’s a U-M fan 
and I’m an MSU guy. 
Who says Wolverines 
and Spartans can’t 
get along? Thanks, so 
much, Ted. I owe you.

To my immediate 
family, thank you. My 
goodness, I haven’t 
seen my family this 
much since we all 
lived together in the 
same house when we 
were younger. Almost 
every week someone 
from my family has 
visited to keep me 
company and bring 
groceries or some-
thing from fast food 

for me to munch on. 
Heck, my brother-in-
law trimmed some of 
my bushes out front 
of my house for me 
last week, while my 
6-foot-3, 245-pound 
nephew, a former 
Marine, brought me 
some history books 
to read (we both 
love the subject) and, 
along with my sister 
(his Mom), weeded 
part of my flower and 
shrub beds.

My signifi-
cant other has been 
wonderful, as well. 
Though living an 
hour and a half away 
(to be closer to her 
job) she’s making 
an effort to help out 
and nurture her “big 
dummy” of a man 
who doesn’t “have 
enough sense” to use 
a ladder to get down 
off a roof. She loves 
me so much...   Hi 
honey. Yes, I’ll “hurry 
up and heal.” Luding-
ton is still beautiful in 
August and Septem-
ber — I promise.

And finally, I 
couldn’t close this 
column without giv-
ing a shout out to my 
peeps at Cottage Inn 
in Chelsea. I’m sure 
all of you read my 
column every week. 
I hear there are ac-
tual bare-knuckle 

brawls (and these are 
just the young ladies 
who work there) to 
see who gets to read 
my column first each 
week. Anyhow, aside 
from my humble 
brag, thank you all so 
much for going the 
extra mile for me — 
your injured custom-
er.

I order Cottage 
Inn quite often, es-
pecially since I’ve 
been injured. I initial-
ly asked to have my 
pizza delivered to my 
front door, which has 
two bushes next to it. 
My back door is adja-
cent to my driveway 
and the door every 
pizza delivery person 
has knocked on in the 
14 years I’ve lived in 
my house. Because 
of my injury, and be-
cause my couch is 
closer, I asked to have 
my pizza delivered to 
my front door. To my 
happiness, my pizza 
was brought to my 
house and delivered 
to my front door.

That initial “front 
door” request was 
eight weeks ago. Now, 
ever since, every time 
I order from Cottage 
Inn, the person on 
the other end of the 
phone asks, “Do you 
want your pizza deliv-
ered to the back door 

or the front door with 
the bushes?” I always 
chuckle to myself and 
smile when I hear this 
question. “Only in a 
small town,” I say to 
myself. I love it.

Heck, Cottage Inn 
even went so far as 
to deliver a sub and 
a 2-liter of pop to me 
while I was at work at 
a property in Chelsea. 
It was past their “nor-
mal operating hours” 
but I explained my 
situation and how 
it would be difficult 
for me to get to their 
business to pick up 
my order. When the 
young lady delivered 
my sub and 2-liter 
of pop to the place 
where I was working, 
I thanked her pro-
fusely for going out 
of her way, especially 
since it was official-
ly past her working 
hours. She smiled and 
laughed and said, “It’s 
okay, I don’t mind. I 
heard you were the 
“crutches guy” and I 
remembered you. I 
hope you feel better.”

Only in a small 
town.

Thank you every-
one.

Eight weeks into 
my injury.

I feel better al-
ready...
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From: Susan Mor-
rel-Samuels

The training will 
take place via Zoom 
on August 10th, 6:30-
8:30. The event is free 
and open to all. Reg-
istration is available 
on the Chelsea Dis-
trict Library's Events 
Calendar.  

Event Details:
The workplace 

should be a welcom-
ing environment for 
every employee, but 
it isn't always simple 
to achieve a culture 
of inclusivity. CDL 
and the Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce invite business 
owners, employers, 
and the general pub-
lic to join us for a pre-
sentation on how to 
promote DEI in your 
workplace. Learn 
about some of the 
practices that were 
used at the St. Joseph 

Diversity, 
Equity, 

and 
Inclusion 

(DEI) 
Training

Mercy Chelsea Hos-
pital, and how to ap-
ply them in your own 
business and life. 

St. Joseph Mer-
cy Chelsea Hospital 
will share why hav-
ing a deliberate focus 
on creating a culture 
that embraces diver-
sity by recognizing 
the uniqueness of in-
dividuals, communi-
ties, groups and their 
perspectives and ex-
periences is critical 
for optimal organiza-
tional performance.   
SJMC believes that 
optimal organization 
performance can only 
be achieved if a con-
scious and deliberate 
effort is present to 
continuously work to-
wards the creation of 
an accepting and nur-
turing work climate 
where similarities 
and differences are 
respected, supported 

and valued.   SJMC is 
on a journey to cre-
ate an environment 
where an individual's 
authentic self is wel-
comed and celebrat-
ed.

In Partnership 
with the Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce and St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea Hospi-
tal

Presenters:
Nancy K. Graebner
President
St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea
Rev. Kathy Schell
Director of Mission 
Services
St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea
Tonia Schemer
Chief Human Re-
sources Officer
Ann Arbor, Living-
ston, Chelsea
Saint Joseph Mercy 
Health System
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Chelsea 
Police 

Department 
Weekly 

Summary

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on 
routine patrol offi-
cers were dispatched 
to the 1000 block of 
S. Main Street for 
the report of a larce-
ny complaint. Upon 
arrival the officer 
met with the com-
plainant who stated 
that he was closing 
up the store on July 
15th in the evening 
and noticed that 
there were ten power 
tools and three bat-
tery packs that ap-
peared to have been 
stolen off the shelf 
during the day. The 

complainant stat-
ed that the items 
were tethered with 
individual alarms, 
however, the alarms 
had been disabled 
and the tethers had 
been cut. The com-
plainant stated that 
there was an em-
ployee who said that 
he had seen that the 
tools were present at 
around 1:00 pm on 
July 15th. The theft 
was determined to 
have occurred some-
time on July 15th 
between the hours 
of 1:00 pm and 7:00 
pm.

Incident #: 21-1191

Location: 1000 block of S. Main Street

Date: July 16, 2021

Time: 12:42 pm

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on rou-
tine patrol officers 
responded to the 
1600 block of Com-
merce Park Drive 
for the report of a 
stolen vehicle com-
plaint. The theft was 
believed to have tak-
en place sometime 
between 1:00 am and 
approximately 1:00 
pm on July 14th. The 
vehicle stolen was 
described as a 1996 
GMC full size pick-
up truck with wood 
sides on the bed of 

the truck. On the 
afternoon of July 
15th, the Chelsea 
Police Department 
was notified that the 
stolen vehicle had 
been located and 
recovered in Scio 
Township. The vehi-
cle was towed by an 
area wrecker service 
and was held for ev-
idence processing. 
The case remains 
open pending fur-
ther investigation 
and interviews with 
the involved parties.

Incident #: 21-1171

Location: 1600 block of Commerce Park Drive

Date: July 14, 2021

Time: 12:57 pm

Rick Eder, LUTCF
1250 S. Main St., Chelsea

(734) 475-9184
RickEderAgency.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, 
Farm and more

Chelsea

Before. Photos Courtesy of Chelsea Bulldogs Facebook.

CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL 
MAIN GYMNASIUM FLOOR 

RECEIVES UPDATES

After


