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Chelsea community 
spreads cheer during 
Covid-19 pandemic

Hanna Brodeur is bringing smiles and laughter to Chelsea with her Dino-Strolls.

Chelsea State Bank 
Supports Local Businesses 

During Pandemic

From Joanne Rau
Chelsea State 

Bank supports local 
businesses with cash 
donations during 
the COVID-19 Pan-
demic including 
non-profit Faith in 
Action and the small 
business Ugly Dog 

Distillery as they 
work to help our lo-
cal communities.

  “As the local 
community bank, we 
want to do all we can 
to help the families 
and businesses in our 
communities during 
these unprecedented 
times,” stated Chel-
sea State Bank Pres-
ident Joanne Rau. 
“Faith in Action and 
Ugly Dog Distillery 
are two examples of 
organizations com-

ing together to help 
those in our com-
munities – each with 
their own unique 
skills and services.”

Faith in Action 
has a 40-year histo-
ry of mobilizing in-
dividuals, churches, 
businesses, and orga-
nizations to provide 
emergency food for 
anyone in need in 
Dexter, Chelsea, and 
surrounding com-
munities. During 
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Chelsea State 
Bank Supports 

Local Businesses 
During Pandemic

 ➢ continued from page 1
this public health 
emergency, current 
or future clients can 
call 734-475-3305 
with any questions, 
or if there are con-
cerns about food 
access during this 
public health emer-
gency. Members of 
the community can 
also donate online at 
https://www.faithin-
action1.org/.

Ugly Dog Distill-
ery, one of the old-
est craft distilleries 
in the United States, 
is now making free 
bottles of hand san-
itizer gel. Ugly Dog 
Distillery diverted its 
normal production 
to making an FDA 
approved formula of 
hand sanitizing gel, 
making the prod-
uct available to local 
Chelsea area resi-
dents and business-
es that are in need, 
including the Senior 
Living Centers, the 
Chelsea Police and 
Chelsea Fire depart-
ments for their use. 

“In times of crisis 
like this we all need 
to give back to those 
in need, and we felt 
that this was a little 
something we could 
do to say thank you 
to those who have 
supported us,” said 
Ugly Dog Distillery 
CEO David Salmon 
said.

With Gover-
nor Whitmer’s “Stay 
Home, Stay Safe, 
Save Lives” order 
Chelsea State Bank 
remains open for all 
business. Our bank 
lobbies are open by 
appointment only, 
and our drive-up 
banking is available 
at all three locations 
offering our full line 
of banking services,” 
said Rau. “We en-
courage anyone fac-
ing financial difficul-
ties to please call us 
at 734.475.4210 and 
speak with a banker. 
We are here for you 
in person and on the 
phone – and online 
anytime, anywhere, 
24/7.”

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
HOWARD HUGHES, PURELL, QUARANTINE AND "CASTAWAY"

Day 17 of quaran-
tine. 

Or is it Day 8? 
Or is it Day 21? 
I don't know, I've 

lost track. 
I'm beginning to 

feel like legendary re-
cluse billionaire How-
ard Hughes. My home 
is now the penthouse 
of the Desert Inn in Las 
Vegas (a place Hughes 
reportedly never left 
for four straight years 
from 1966 through 
1970). Like Hughes, 
I'm basically subsisting 
on chocolate bars and 
milk. Unlike Hughes, 
I'm not rich nor do I 
have maids to clean up 
my messes. 

Like Hughes, since 
I'm ensconced in my 
home, I enjoy watching 
movies on television. 
Unlike Hughes, I don't 
have the monetary 
clout to buy my own 

TV station. An insom-
niac, it's said Hughes, 
while living at the Des-
ert Inn, was distraught 
the local TV station 
in Las Vegas wasn't 
running programs all 
night long. So, in typi-
cal Hughes fashion, he 
ended up buying the 
station and turning it 
into a 24/7 channel.

Problem solved. 
If only everything 

was that easy.
Like Hughes, I and 

most of the rest of the 
population, current-
ly have a paranoia re-
garding germs. Unlike 
Hughes, I don't have 
a staff of helpers who 
receive notes from me 
concerning the num-
ber of tissues needed to 
carry items in and out 
of my living room or 
kitchen. 

M i c r o - m a n a g e , 

much, Howard? 
COVID-19? 
I don't know, for 

me these past few 
weeks, I think it's been 
more like COVID-25. 
As in, it seems like I've 
gained 25 pounds since 
this quarantine started. 

I've heard of the 
"Freshman 15" where 
college students during 
their first year away 
from home gain 15 
pounds or so stuffing 
their faces with pizza 
and fast food, instead 
of eating sensible and 
healthy meals like 
mom used to make 
at home. But it sure 
seems as if I've gained 
way too many pounds 
these past few weeks. 
Ugh. 

I went grocery 
shopping last week-
end. I despise grocery 
shopping. For me, gro-
cery shopping is right 
up there with getting a 
root canal in terms of 
enjoyment. Anyhow, 
last weekend I actually 
put on pants and drove 
over to the Country 
Market. 

I was pleasantly 
surprised at how sparse 
the parking lot was last 
weekend at the gro-
cery store. I normally 
park as far away from 

the main entrance as 
possible. I do that be-
cause the one thing I 
loathe more than gro-
cery shopping is park-
ing my car in a grocery 
store lot (or any lot for 
that matter). Is it real-
ly necessary to speed 
through the parking lot 
at 30 miles per hour? 
Can’t we all just park 
our cars straight and 
between the lines? You 
do realize you possess 
the power, strength 
and capability to con-
trol and properly ma-
neuver your shopping 
cart, right? 

I can’t tell you how 
many times I’ve almost 
been hit by people driv-
ing their vehicles too 
fast through a parking 

Tom Hanks' character 
in the movie "Cast-

away" is how this 
columnist must have 
looked grocery shop-
ping last weekend in 
search of food after 

weeks of quarantine.

Purell hand sanitizer 
is a must nowadays 

with the onset of 
COVID-19.

 continued on page 3
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Chelsea 
community spreads 

cheer during 
Covid-19 pandemic

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

During these 
difficult times the 
Chelsea communi-
ty is doing its part 
to spread cheer 

 Madison & Joseph Brodeur 
brighten neighbors days 
with Strolling Serenades.

Pictured is one of the many window 
displays in Chelsea for the Neighbor-

hood Window Walk. One more window 
walk is scheduled for April 4 and the 

theme is Easter Eggs.

 Friendly neighborhood dropoffs of homemade goods make for happy 
days! For more information visit https://thewolfffarm.com/.

 ➢ continued from page 1

lot. I’ve lost track of 
the amount of dings 
and dents I’ve found 
gouged into my car 
from errant carts and/
or careless car doors. I 
once parked my car in a 
store lot and, I kid you 
not, five minutes later 
came back out to find 
my driver’s side front 
end had been slammed 
into and smashed. Of 
course there was no 
note and no one wait-
ing to take responsibil-
ity. If you lived in Ro-
mulus in the late 1990s, 
I’m still looking for 
you. So, yeah, I’m not a 
big fan of parking lots. 

But last weekend, 
the Country Market lot 
in Chelsea was basical-
ly deserted. I swear I 
saw a tumbleweed or 
two rolling through. So 
because of the dearth 
of vehicles, I was able 
to park a little bit closer 
than usual to the store’s 
main entrance. That 
was nice. 

Inside the store, 
it was quiet and slow. 
Very few people were 

ON THE SIDELINE:
HOWARD HUGHES, PURELL, QUARANTINE AND "CASTAWAY"

and make a some-
what dark situa-
tion brighter. From 
dropping off food to 
neighbors in need, 
to chalk drawings 
throughout the city 
sending messages of 

positivity and special 
neighborhood win-
dow walk displays, 
to Dino sightings ev-
eryone is doing there 
part to put smiles on 
the faces of Chelsea 
residents. 

shopping and there 
was room to breathe. 
I found what I need-
ed and headed to the 
cashier area. Normal-
ly a sea of carts and 
humanity stretching 
out toward the adja-
cent grocery aisles, last 
weekend when I was 
there, the cashier area 
was instead a sea of 
nothingness. Just the 
shiny, white floor lead-
ing me to the cashier 
rows and eventual free-
dom. 

I picked the first 
cashier row that was 
open. A well-dressed 
gentleman was fin-
ishing his transaction 
and paying with his 
credit card and walk-
ing away as I strolled 
up to the cashier. The 
young, vibrant cashier 
girl smiled and waved 
at the gentleman as he 
walked away. She then 
turned to me and im-
mediately frowned. 
She then proceeded to 
pump her giant bottle 
of Purell, which was 
next to her register, 
as fast as she could. I 

think if she could’ve 
taken a Purell show-
er she would have. 
Apparently, since I’ve 
been cooped up a bit 
recently, I’ve forgotten 
to shave and wash up 
(I’m a guy) before leav-
ing the house. I must 
have looked like Tom 
Hanks’ character in the 
movie “Castaway” after 
a couple weeks strand-
ed on the island. I was 
wearing my Michigan 
State sweatshirt, which 
also doubles as a bib. 
I think I put shoes on 
— though I might have 
still been in my slip-
pers — I really can’t re-
member. 

Anyhow, the young 
lady rang up my gro-
ceries. After paying, 
she handed me my 
change along with the 
receipt. I said "Thank 
you," while she re-
sponded with "You're 
welcome, have a nice 
night, sir.” Then with 
the speed and agility 
of martial artist Bruce 
Lee in his prime, she 
swung around in one 
smooth motion and 
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began pumping her 
Purell bottle like it was 
no one’s business. 

I don’t blame the 
young lady one bit. I 
must have looked like 
a cave man. I'll remem-
ber to clean up next 
time, I promise. All of 
sudden, it's a different 
world right now, isn't 

it? Hopefully we can 
get back to normal 
soon. 

Thank you, young 
lady, for showing up 
for work, for doing 
your best and for help-
ing all of us out during 
these difficult days. 
Thank you, also, to all 
the "essential" workers 

out there on the front 
lines selflessly serving 
others every day. You 
are very much appre-
ciated. 

Day 17 of quaran-
tine. 

Or is it Day 8? 
I don’t know. 
Where’s my re-

mote?
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Savings in
Chelsea

Closed at this Time

 ➢ continued on page 6

Chelsea Area Festivals 
& Events Update

Chelsea Area Festi-
vals & Events (CAFE), 
a non-profit organiza-
tion supporting mu-
sic and visual arts, is 
evaluating upcoming 
events in response to 
the ongoing concerns 
with COVID-19.   De-
cisions for Sounds & 
Sights on Thursday 
Nights and the Sounds 
& Sights Festival will be 
announced mid to late 

April. 
“We appreciate ev-

eryone’s understanding 
of these extraordinary 
times and will keep our 
community updated as 
the next steps are de-
termined in the coming 
weeks. We will closely 
monitor the Governor’s 
advisories while we de-
termine the most ap-
propriate action,” said 
CAFE Board President 

Craig Common.
“We want to thank 

our sponsors, perform-
ers, and guests for their 
support and encour-
agement. As everyone 
has been reminding 
us, great things happen 
when our communi-
ty comes together at 
Sounds & Sights. We 
will be working with 
our partners to final-
ize the details and will 
share more informa-
tion about our plans af-
ter April 15.”

For more informa-
tion, visit www.chelsea-
festivals.com and fol-
low @ChelseaFestivals 
on Facebook.

Life During 
Coronavirus

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Life isn’t always 
easy. I can remember 
many times that this 
has been the case.

This right now is 
very different than 
what I anticipate any-
one has ever come in 
contact with.

This virus is tru-
ly a battle, some may 
even say a war.

I wonder how 
many people in the 
health care industry 
would agree. These 
doctors and nurses 
have been and con-
tinue to be fighters 

that are very strong 
and very good at what 
they do. 

They need sup-
plies and they need 
help. Part of that help 
is for people to remain 
quarantined and stay 
in houses and other 
living spaces.

President Donald 
Trump has been very 
supportive. Trying 
to get money sent to 
people in response to 

this hardship. He and 
the government are 
doing this to help the 
citizens of this great 
nation.

I am not sure I 
would have wanted 
some kind of warning 
about this sooner than 
we got it.

How can a disease 
in China affect the en-
tire world. It is causing 
death and shut down 
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CHELSEA BULLDOGS SPORTS SCHEDULES
ALL SPRING SPORTS ARE CANCELLED AT THIS TIME

Announcement From 
Inverness Country Club 

Regarding Covid-19 
Executive Order

A message from the 
ICC Board of Directors: 
Dear Members: 
We were all looking 
forward to the official 
opening of ICC on 
April 1st, but with the 

current executive or-
der in place (https://
www.michigan.gov/
wher/0,9309,7-387-
90499_90705-522626--
,00.html), this will not 
happen until April 14th 
at the earliest.    Unfor-
tunately, the Covid-19 
pandemic is an issue 
this spring and Mich-
igan's shelter-in-place 
order is certainly to 
be heeded so that we 
can get this behind 
us as soon as possi-
ble.    Please be smart, 

cautious, and practice 
social distancing when 
you do venture out for 
essentials.    As more 
information becomes 
available, we will pro-
vide additional updates.

  On behalf of the 
ICC Board, we hope 
all of you and your 
families stay safe 
and healthy and we 
hope to see everyone 
on the course soon. 
Best Regards, 
ICC Board of Directors

Chelsea Fire 
Fighters bringing 
smiles to Chelsea

Pictured is the Chelsea Fire Department who 
visited Hanna Brodeur and helped celebrate 

her 21st birthday.
From Chelsea 

Area Fire Fighters
We are all living 

through unprecedent-
ed times and this can 
become very difficult, 
especially for the little 
ones in our homes. 

They are scared, con-
fused and don’t un-
derstand what is go-
ing on. They can’t see 
family or friends, they 
are locked inside and 
might not be able to 
celebrate that upcom-

ing birthday. 
Chelsea Area Fire 

Fighters has been 
bringing smiles to 
Chelsea residents 
by celebrating their 
birthdays with them. 
The fire fighters have 
been visiting  homes 
with a fire truck along 
with other goodies 
for the birthday child. 
While practicing so-
cial distancing, they 
have been turning  on 
lights and siren and 
leaving a present on 
the doorstep. 

Recently Chelsea 
Area Fire Fighters 
helped Hanna Bro-
deur celebrate her 
21st birthday.

Dear Patrons and 
Donors,

The Purple Rose 
Theatre is dark. All that 
lights our stage is a tall, 
thin lamp with a naked 
bulb.

Our ghost light. 
Most theatres have them.

Some say the ghost 
light is there to keep 
spirits away. Others say 
it appeases them. Others 
without magic in their 
bones say it's simply for 
safety.

Across the world 
right now, ghost lights 
stand sentinel on empty 
stages. Many of us have 
paused productions and 
walked away not know-
ing when we’ll get back. 
But just as our ghost 
light shines on our emp-
ty stage, we each have a 
light within us to keep 
the bad spirits at bay, to 
help our spirits shine.

One day soon, 
our ghost light will be 
switched off and our 
house lights will come 
up again. Our stage 

lights will shine in our 
empty theatre as we wait 
for you to enter. From 
our booth, our stage 
manager will call out, 
“attention everyone we 
are a half-hour to the 
top the show” and our 
actors and crew will re-
spond, “thank you, half-
hour!” Upstairs, you will 
gather in the lobby. Our 
house manager will wel-
come you to our theatre, 
thank our sponsors, and 
remind you to turn off 
your cell phone (please).

When our lights 
come back on, we want 
to be ready for you. As 
it stands, we are looking 
at a nearly $200,000 loss 
in ticket revenue and the 
remainder of our 29th 
season is uncertain. This 
has a devastating impact 
on our organization and 
our ability to deliver on 
our promises to our pa-
trons and our artists.

Our founder, Jeff 
Daniels, is offering to 
help sustain us through 
our dark time with a 

challenge to you. He 
will match any gift dol-
lar-for-dollar raised by 
April 30, 2020 (up to 
$20,000). Please consid-
er being a light in these 
dark times with  a gift 
of any size. To donate 
please visit purpleroset-
heatre.org/giving/ and 
click on the Give Now 
tab.

In the meantime, 
keep your own light 
burning brightly inside 
of you. Take precau-
tions and be safe. Envi-
sion the future where we 
can leave our homes for 
more than groceries and 
medicine. Remember 
what it’s like to dine out 
and enjoy a play… and 
when the world is ready 
to venture out again, 
we’ll be here for you.

We wish you all the 
best as we all navigate 
this new world together.

Sincerely,
Guy Sanville
Artistic Director
Katie Hubbard
Managing Director

Cathy Melton
Photos submitted by Cathy Melton

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Company 

has been conducting 
a series of short in-

terviews with Chel-
sea Residents and will 
continue to publish 
them for the period of 
one year. We have en-
joyed learning about 
the differing personal-
ities and design styles 
in our community and 
hope you have as well.   
Stay tuned and follow 
us each week – we look 
forward to introduc-
ing you to more Chel-
sea Individuals in the 
future weeks-  it may 
just  be YOU!  This 
week we introduce you 
to Cathy Melton.

What is your pro-
 continued on page 6
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
Incident #: 20-883 Location: 1200 block of S. Main Street

Date: March 25, 2020 Time: 3:12 pm

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on 
routine patrol an of-
ficer was dispatched 
to the 1200 block 
of S. Main Street 
for the report of a 
counterfeit curren-
cy complaint. Upon 
arrival the officer 
met with the manag-
er who stated that a 
cashier had taken a 

suspected counter-
feit $20 bill from an 
unknown customer 
sometime between 
6:00 am and 2:00 
pm on March 25th 
during the regular 
shift. The manager 
stated that while do-
ing a routine count 
of the money in the 
cash drawer he not-
ed that the bill in 

question did not feel 
right and appeared 
to be just printed on 
regular copy paper. 
No suspect infor-
mation was avail-
able because it was 
unclear when exact-
ly the bill was re-
ceived. The bill will 
be turned over to the 
United States Secret 
Service.

 ➢ continued from  page 4

Life During 
Coronavirus

all over the world and 
the United States.

Look at Italy, the 
country has had more 
death and mayhem 
than China. This is 
crazy to think because 
look at the size of the 
countries and the 
number of people.

It shouldn’t hap-
pen like that.

People are not 
working and being 
at home twenty four 
hours a day and sev-
en days a week. The 
Big Three Auto Com-
panies are idle. Busi-
nesses and stores are 
idle. The roads are like 
a ghost town. Almost 
like Christmas.

More like a per-
manent Christmas.

I work at Home 

Depot. Let me tell you 
what a great company 
they are. They cut the 
hours six to six and 
have added 80 hours 
of emergency pay 
for full-times and 40 
hours for part-time. 
This time is to be used 
as the worker sees fit. 

If they get sick 
and are quarantined 
the company will pay 
them for 14 days. I 
would call this pretty 
golden. Wouldn’t you?

Schools are closed 
and may not be re-
open for months.

People are home 
schooling. This year 
will have a strange 
end to it. In fact, it 
could be possible to 
not go back to school 
until January 1. Think 
about that.

Winter sports just 
got into the post sea-
son as they were can-
celled.

Forget about 
Spring sports and 
even professional 
sports are off.

This is big money 
so who knows when if 
ever it will be back.

In the past, wars 
were fought with 
guns and ammuni-
tion. Now it is gloves, 
masks, respirators and 
test kits.

A silent war with 
many casualties and 
no one is immune.

Instead of being 
up in arms and out 
fighting we are stay-
ing to ourselves and 
self-confinement.

Be strong, be alert 
and be smart.

fession and how long 
have you been in this 
field? 

Business Consult-
ing since 1995, real 
estate since 1999 – I 
am currently working 
in real estate with The 
MORE Group of MI 
and my personal busi-
ness consulting com-
pany is My Business 
Advisor, LLC.

Your family mem-
bers: 

Brian (husband), 
Joe (son), Amanda 
Daniels (daughter), 
Ben Daniels (son-in-
law), Della (grand-
daughter) -listed are 
those who live locally.

People think of 
me as Quiet but really 
I am Measured.

When did you 
move to Chelsea? 
Where did you live 
prior to this? 

I moved to Chelsea 
in 2013, prior to that I 
lived 10 years in Cele-
bration, FL

What do you love 
about where you cur-
rently live? 

My family is close 
by.

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would 
it be? 

The beautiful 
coastline state of Flor-
ida.

What three words 
describe your style? 

Classic, French 
Country, Elegant.

Who or what do 
you believe influ-
enced your style the 
most?

I am influenced 
by what I like more so 
than fads or trends.

What is one trend 
in design you do NOT 
like? 

Contemporary.
As you think 

about the home in 
which you grew up, 
what elements did 
you like and do you 
think you have incor-
porated some of them 
in your own home?

I enjoyed the co-
ordination of color 
and comfort that was 
displayed and I have 
included these in my 
own home.

Have you ever 
built a new home or 
remodeled an exist-
ing one? 

Yes, I have done 
both.

Have you ever 
sought professional 
help with the interior 
design of your home 
- if so, what did you 
find most helpful?

No I haven’t.   I 
use magazines as in-
spiration and use 
my own creativity to 
achieve similar re-
sults. However, I have 
recommended design 
services to real estate 
clients.

Which room in 
your home gets the 
most use? 

Our living room.

 ➢ continued from page 5

If you were mov-
ing and could only 
pick one item from 
your home to keep, 
which would it be and 
why? 

My grandmother's 
"dishes", as these have 
tremendous sentimen-
tal value to me. 

No room is com-
plete without: 

Pillows.
I tend to be:  a 

minimalist by nature.
If you are a pet 

owner, how has that 
influenced your 
choices in design, if it 
has? 

Yes, but more ar-
chitecturally than in 
interior design choic-
es, such as a fenced in 
yard with easy access 
to the fenced area.

Has any local 
venue particularly 
caught your eye - if so 
why?

Not really, but out-
door venues such as 
the summer festivals 
are fun.

What are you 
currently doing to 
pass the time during 
the COVID-19 State 
shutdown? 

As a business con-
sultant, I am a problem 
solver. Since the shut-
down, I have turned 
my problem solving 
skills into creative art-
istry. I began challeng-
ing myself to create 
different looks with 
hair and makeup. I will 
watch how-to videos 
to learn how different 
looks are achieved. I'm 
having a lot of fun with 
it because it allows a 
tremendous amount 
of creativity, especial-
ly considering I don't 
have costumes or the 
right makeup on hand.  
(Kitty’s note:  follow 
Cathy on Instagram or 
FB to see more of her 

creative flair).
A few of your fa-

vorite things!
Movie:
Gone With the 

Wind.
Historical Place 

You Have Visited:
Mackinac Island.
Scent:
Vanilla.
Song, Artist or 

style of Music:
It depends on my 

current mood. Classic 
rock and 1940's jazz 
are two top favorites 
though.

Food/Meal:
Stir Fry.
Bucket List Travel 

Destination:
Hawaii.
TV show:
Currently is Out-

lander.
Things to Collect:
I am not a collec-

tor of items.
Color:
Blue.
Favorite Design 

Style:
French.
Hobbies:
Writing.
Pets?
Dogs.
Kitty’s note:  Cathy 

and I met at my busi-
ness open house in 
2018.  I am discovering 
how deep her creativi-
ty and business sense 
run. To that statement, 
she has recently au-
thored an e-book and 
was scheduled for a 
book tour/speaking 
engagement in Florida 
in April, called Mind-
set Reset, which has 
now been postponed 
due to the current 
world situation.   This 
is a women's empow-
erment series.  I hope 
to work with Cathy 
more in the future in 
our design-real estate 
relationship.


