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 Alchemy Holistic 
Collective had its rib-
bon cutting ceremo-
ny with the Chelsea 
Area Chamber on July 
17th 2024.  The origi-
nal healing space idea 
began nearly one year 
prior in a different lo-
cation in Chelsea, un-
der a different name.  
The Alchemy Holis-

Alchemy Collective 
Changes Healing 

Hands

tic Collective was the 
brainchild of Nicole 
and Brandon Leffler. 
It is located  !05 East 
Middle Street across 
from Breathe Yoga and 
Chelsea Consignment. 
The website explains 
that, “through a combi-
nation of ancient wis-
dom and modern tech-
niques we have created 
a space… where indi-
viduals can experience 

transformative healing 
support for your ner-
vous system.” Recently, 
Nicole and Brandon 
passed the healing 
torch to  Bryana Clo-
ver.  I had the oppor-
tunity to learn more 
about Bryana and her 
journey to Alchemy. 

In November 2025, 
Bryana Clover walked 
into Alchemy Holis-
tic Collective looking 
for a space to offer her 
Reiki healing. She’d re-
cently moved to Chel-
sea after commuting 
1.5 hours each way to a 
school that was a good 
fit for her Neurodiver-
gent son. Bryana is a 
Reiki Sensei.  She’s an 
8th generation  in the 
Usui Lineage.   I had 
to research what the 
Usui lineage meant.  
According to the iarp.
org, History of Reiki, 
Mikao Usui founded 
his first Reiki clinic in 
Tokyo 1922.  He taught 
several masters so his 
system would not be 
forgotten. It was taught 
and expanded upon, 
and finally brought to 
the West.  Bryana has 
brought this partic-

ular style to Chelsea.  
Bryana Clover is also 
a breathwork facilita-
tor in training and the 
owner and founder of 
two other businesses 
(Bryana Clover LLC  
and Clover Joy LLC). 
Bryana explains that 
her work in combina-
tion with parenting a 
neurodivergent child, 
informs everything 
she does, “from how 
I approach healing to 
how I design spaces 
that are tuly affirming  
for all kinds of bodies 
and nervous systems.”   
She further explains 
that Alchemy is where 
all of that meets-wher 
modern tools and an-
cient practices come 
together to support 
healing on every level.  
At the end of the day, 
I want ALCHEMY to 
be a place where peo-
ple feel safe enough to 
slow down, get curi-
ous, and reconnect to 
what their body is ask-
ing for. Healing doesn’t 
need to be dramatic or 
performative…it just 
needs to be true.”   

I wanted to know 

ALI Michigan an-
nounces its Spring 
2026 Classes

ALI Michigan 
(Adult Learners Insti-
tute of Chelsea, Mich-
igan), an affiliate of 
the 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation, supports 
life-long learning by 
offering online and 
in-person enrich-
ment classes for adults 
in central southern 

ALI Michigan 
announces its Spring 

2026 Classes
Michigan. 

Looking forward 
to digging out of your 
winter burrow? ALI 
Michigan is ready 
with an exciting array 
of Spring 2026 class-
es, which run from 
February to the end of 
May. Subjects include 
gardening, cooking, 
history, musical the-
ater, genealogy, tech-
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Michigan entre-
preneurs have a new 
opportunity to ac-
celerate growth and 
attract investment, 
as Michigan Cele-
brates Small Business 
(MCSB) will host the 
Michigan’s Next Big 
Idea pitch competi-
tion in April, with a 
grand prize of $10,000. 
MCSB is the premier 
annual program rec-
ognizing outstanding 
small businesses, their 
employees and com-
munities, and this year 
the organization is 
adding the pitch com-
petition to its two-day 
summit taking place 
in East Lansing from 
April 21-22, 2026.

“Every day, en-
trepreneurs across 
our state take bold 
first steps - launching 
ideas, building mo-
mentum, and finding 
growth in many dif-
ferent forms,” said Bri-
an Calley, President 
and CEO of the Small 
Business Association 
of Michigan. “We are 
constantly looking 
for innovative ways to 
connect entrepreneurs 
with the resources to 
help accelerate their 
growth, and the Mich-
igan’s Next Big Idea 

Calling all entrepreneurs: 
Michigan Celebrates 

Small Business announces 
inaugural pitch competition 

with $10,000 prize
pitch competition is 
an incredible oppor-
tunity for a business 
that is ready to take it 
to the next level.”

Any Michi-
gan-based business 
with fewer than 500 
employees that offers 
a unique product, ser-
vice or solution and 
is ready to scale is el-
igible to compete. The 
application at https://
michigancelebrates.
org/2026-pitch-com-
petition/ takes approx-
imately 30 minutes to 
complete, and requires 
the following:

• 2-minute video 
pitch

• 1-page business 
summary (PDF)

• Financial snap-
shot (last 12 months)

• Statement of im-
pact (PDF)

• Complete de-
tailed answers about 
the business, innova-
tion, market oppor-
tunity, financial read-
iness, scalability, and 
community impact. 

 Applications close 
on February 27, and 
finalists will be select-
ed by March 25. Five 
finalists will present a 
live pitch at the MCSB 
Summit on April 21, 
where a panel of judg-

es and the audience 
will select the winner 
of the $10,000 grand 
prize. 

Through MCSB, 
Michigan companies 
are celebrated for their 
entrepreneurial spir-
it and contributions 
to both their local 
communities and the 
state’s economy. Since 
its debut in 2004, the 
gala has grown into 
the state’s top small 
business awards pro-
gram, with more than 
1,200 honorees. The 
2026 award winners 
and details about event 
registration will be an-
nounced in mid-Feb-
ruary.

About Michi-
gan Celebrates Small 
Business

Michigan Cele-
brates Small Business 
was created by a group 
of founding organi-
zations that offer re-
sources for small busi-
nesses. Since 2004, the 
annual awards gala has 
celebrated how small 
businesses positively 
impact our communi-
ties and state. MCSB 
is focused on support-
ing, connecting and 
celebrating small busi-
nesses in Michigan.

Cade Ahlstrom was 
named to The Univer-
sity of Alabama Deans 
List for Fall Semester 
2025.

A total of 15,388 
students enrolled 
during Fall Semester 
2025 at The Univer-
sity of Alabama were 
named to the dean's 
list with an academic 
record of 3.5 (or above) 
or the president's list 
with an academic re-
cord of 4.0 (all A's). 
These driven students 
are making waves 
across UA's more than 
70 undergraduate pro-

A total of 15,388 students enrolled during Fall Semester 2025 at The 
University of Alabama were named to the dean's list with an academic 
record of 3.5 (or above) or the president's list with an academic record 

of 4.0 (all A's)

Cade Ahlstrom of 
Chelsea Named to 

University of Alabama 
Fall 2025 Deans List

grams and 12 colleges 
and schools.

The UA dean's and 
president's lists rec-
ognize full-time un-
dergraduate students. 
The lists do not apply 
to graduate students 
or undergraduate stu-
dents who take less 
than a full course load.

For more informa-
tion visit news.ua.edu.

The University of 
Alabama, part of The 
University of Alabama 
System, is the state's 
flagship university. UA 
shapes a better world 
through its teaching, 

research and service. 
With a global repu-
tation for excellence, 
UA provides a for-
ward-thinking envi-
ronment and over 200 
degree programs on a 
beautiful, student-cen-
tered campus. A lead-
er in cutting-edge re-
search, UA advances 
discovery, creative in-
quiry and knowledge 
through more than 30 
research centers. As the 
state's largest higher 
education institution, 
UA drives econom-
ic growth in Alabama 
and beyond.
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Humane Society of 
Huron Valley (HSHV) 
reminds the commu-
nity of the critical role 
neighbors play in pro-
tecting animals, after 
staff were alerted by a 
hospital social worker 
that a recently adopt-
ed dog had been left 
alone when his adopter 
was unexpectedly hos-
pitalized following an 
encounter with federal 
immigration officers.

Unfortunately, the 
worried owner was not 
permitted to contact 
HSHV himself, nor did 
any law enforcement 
agency notify HSHV. 
Thankfully, the dog 
was safely recovered by 
HSHV staff and is back 
in HSHV’s care—only 
because a hospital so-
cial worker thought to 
call HSHV.

This story began 
with extraordinary love 
and commitment. The 
adopter spent weeks 
earning the trust of a 
frightened, homeless 
dog at the animal shel-
ter—visiting repeat-
edly, leaving clothing 
so that the dog could 
become familiar with 
his scent, carefully pre-
paring his home, and 
working closely with 
HSHV’s behavior team 
to give the adoption the 
best possible chance of 
success. But shortly af-
ter adoption, the dog 
was left alone—con-
fused, terrified, and 
without care.

“This is a heart-
breaking and infuri-
ating situation,” said 
Tanya Hilgendorf, 
President & CEO of 
HSHV. “This sweet 
but fearful pup final-
ly found a safe, loving 
home with someone 
deeply committed 
to him—and it near-
ly ended in tragedy 
because the system 
doesn’t seem to ensure 
pets are okay when 
people are suddenly re-
moved.”

HSHV Highlights Risk 
to Pets When Owners 

Are Suddenly Taken or 
Hospitalized

“When someone is 
taken from their home 
without the ability to 
make a phone call or 
ensure dependent be-
ings are safe, the harm 
doesn’t stop with that 
individual,” Hilgendorf 
added. “We need more 
compassion and more 
common sense.”

HSHV urges res-
idents to look out for 
their neighbors and 
their pets, and to call 
for help if they believe 
an animal may have 
been left behind due 
to a medical emergen-
cy, detention, or other 
crisis. In Washtenaw 
County, people can call 
HSHV’s rescue line at 
(734) 661-3512 or make 
an anonymous report 
at hshv.org/report.

About The Humane 
Society of Huron Valley 
(HSHV):

The Humane So-
ciety of Huron Valley, 
located in Ann Ar-
bor, is an independent 
501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization and relies 
solely on the generosi-
ty of our supporters to 
provide critical com-
munity programs and 
services. HSHV is an 
award-winning organi-
zation, recognized for 
our best practices and 
highest animal "save-
rate" among all similar 
shelters in Michigan. 
Charity Navigator, 
the nation's top char-
ity evaluator, awarded 
HSHV a 4-star ranking, 
the highest possible. 
The mission of HSHV 
is to promote the lov-
ing, responsible care of 
all animals in our com-
munity. HSHV is not 
affiliated with any other 
humane organization 
and does not receive 
funding from the Unit-
ed Way. More informa-
tion can be found on 
HSHV’s website (hshv.
org) and on our annual 
report (hshv.org/annu-
alreport).
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CSC is hiring a 
bookkeeper. The ideal 
candidate will have ex-
cellent customer service 
skills, be able to relay 
complex information 
in easy-to-understand 
terms, and have exten-
sive bookkeeping ex-
perience working for a 
501c3 nonprofit organi-
zation. 

The position re-
quires 25 hours per 

Chelsea Senior 
Center is Hiring!

week with the possibil-
ity of additional hours 
based on skill set. Salary 
is commensurate with 
skills and experience.

Interested candi-
dates should send a re-
sume & cover letter to 
Jennifer Smith, Execu-
tive Director, at jsmith@
ChelseaSeniors.org or 
mail to Chelsea Senior 
Center, 512 Washing-
ton Street, Chelsea, MI  

48118.  
The deadline for 

submission is February 
20, 2026. 

For a full job de-
scription, please check 
our website at www.
ChelseaSeniors.org.

Chelsea Senior 
Center (CSC) is a 501c3 
nonprofit organization 
located at 512 Washing-
ton Street in Chelsea, 
Michigan. Contact CSC 
at connected@chel-
seaseniors.org or (734) 
475-9242. Chelsea Se-
nior Center: Building 
community, creating 
connections, and en-
riching lives. 

if there was anything 
Bryana wanted the 
community to know:  
“Just that you don’t 
need to “know what 
you need” in order to 
come in. So many peo-
ple feel like they need 
to already understand 
every modality before 
they reach out…but 
part of what we do here 
is help you figure out 
what’s right for you. 
We offer intro sessions 
and consultations for a 
reason. Whether you’re 
feeling burnt out, curi-

Alchemy Collective 
Changes Healing Hands

 ➢ continued from page 1 ous, or just want to try 
something different, 
this space is for you.” 
And if you’re someone 
who has felt left out of 
wellness spaces in the 
past…especially as a 
neurodivergent per-
son, a person of color, 
or someone navigat-
ing chronic stress—I 
want you to know: we 
see you. You belong 
here.”Bryana is offer-
ing several specials on 
neurofeedback and 
Reiki during February 
and March.  50% off 
neurofeedback using 

Use code WINTER-
TUNEUP for Intro and 
Tune-Ups

•	 Use code WIN-
TERWELCOME for 
6-Session Packages

•	 Use code WIN-
TERREIKI to book 
discounted Reiki ses-
sions.

To stay updated on 
offerings and specials 
sign up for the newslet-
ter here https://www.
alchemyholisticcol-
lective.com/newslet-
ter   To book a session 
https://www.alchemy-
holisticcollective.com/.

nology, and travel. 
Look for ALI’s Spring 
2026 mini catalog in 
your mailbox or at 
various sites in the 5 
Healthy towns area, 
and come visit us at 
the Chelsea Expo on 
March 7.

Kick-starting the 
Spring term, John 
Deikis will take us 
along with him on 
The Road to Batopi-
las: Exploring Mexi-
co’s Copper Canyon 
by Motorcycle. You 
will not only visit this 
stunning network 
of canyons, but also 
meet the indigenous 
Tarahumara people, 
who have maintained 

ALI Michigan announces 
its Spring 2026 Classes

their cultural identity 
despite outside influ-
ences. This In-Person 
class will be held on 
Monday, February 23 
at the Chelsea Senior 
Center.

Next you can try 
Bicycle Touring in 
Southeast Asia on 
Tuesday, February 24 
with Willy Hunter 
and Rebecca Hout-
sma, who went on 
two slow-paced trips 
through Thailand, 
Cambodia, and Laos. 
You’ll learn about the 
daily lives of the peo-
ple, the industries, ag-
riculture, schools, and 
tourist sites of these 
countries. This In-Per-
son class will be held 

at the Chelsea State 
Bank (Downtown Of-
fice).

Online regis-
tration is available 
through ALI Mich-
igan’s website, www.
alimichigan.org. There 
you will find complete 
class information, and 
can register and make 
payments for classes. 
For further informa-
tion, email info@ali-
michigan.org, or write 
to ALI Michigan, PO 
Box 134, Chelsea, MI 
48118.

 ➢ continued from page 1
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
SPORTS

Chelsea Police Department 
Weekly Summary

Incident #: 26-330

Location: 1100 block of S. Main Street

Date: January 26, 2026

Time: 1:54 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was 
dispatched to the 
1100 block of S. Main 
Street for the report 
of a suspicious item 
that had been re-
ceived at a donation 
drop-off location. 
Upon arrival the offi-
cer met with the com-
plainant who stated 
that they had recent-

ly discovered what 
appeared to be a hu-
man skull, wrapped 
in a shirt. The officer 
took possession of the 
item and noted that 
there were no visible 
damage or unchar-
acteristic holes in the 
item. The skull was 
taken and secured as 
evidence and trans-
ported to the Chelsea 
Police Department. 

The Chelsea Police 
Department consult-
ed with the medical 
examiner’s office by 
phone and the skull 
was then turned over 
to them so that fur-
ther analysis could 
be done. The case re-
mains open pending 
further investigation 
to determine the cir-
cumstances and ori-
gin of the item.

February 6, 2026    

Incident #: 26-334

Location: 1600 block of S. Main Street

Date:January 26, 2026

Time: 9:58 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was 
dispatched to the 
1600 block of S. Main 
Street for a damage to 
property complaint. 
Upon arrival the offi-
cer made contact with 
the complainant who 
stated that at approx-
imately 9:32 pm a fe-
male subject had en-
tered the location and 

purchased some items, 
while they were pump-
ing gas into their ve-
hicle. The female sub-
ject was identified as 
a 19-year-old Detroit 
woman. The officer re-
viewed available sur-
veillance images, and 
they showed the fe-
male subject running 
to the vehicle, leav-
ing the rear driver’s 
door ajar and abruptly 

speeding off with the 
gas pump handle still 
in the gas tank of the 
vehicle. A search of the 
area failed to locate 
the vehicle in ques-
tion along with the gas 
pump handle that had 
been forcibly detached 
from the pump. The 
case was turned over 
to the investigator’s of-
fice for additional fol-
low-up.

CHS BULLDOGS 
COLLEGE SIGNINGS

Details:  A Free 
Family-Friendly Mu-
sic Event!

Sunday, February 
22d @ 2pm--3pm

Matthew Ball - 
The Boogie Woogie 
Kid

Piano & Song man 
of 5 million YT views!

Performing
From Gershwin to 

The Beatles, Pianist/
Singer Matthew Ball 
brings a music smile 
to listeners with a 
fresh boogie-woogie 
piano twist to Classic 
American Songs we 
all know & love from 
yesteryear, movies, 

Chelsea District Library 
Welcomes

Piano & Song man of 5 million 
YT views this Sunday, 

February 22d @ 2pm-3pm!

and pop culture! 
With songs like:
From Gershwin to 

The Beatles, Matthew 
Ball aka The Boogie 
Woogie Kid performs 
favorites like, In the 
Mood, Georgia, All 
My Lovin, Can't Help 
Fallin in Love with 
You, New York New 
York, It Had to be 
You, Isn't She Love-
ly, Dream a Little 
Dream of Me, Don't 
Get Around Much 
Anymore, When the 
Saints Go Marchin' 
In, Take Good Care of 
My Baby, Just a Clos-
er Walk, In my Life, 

Moonglow, What a 
Wonderful World, 
On the Sunny Side of 
the Street, Amazing 
Grace, Bumble boo-
gie, and more!

REVIEWS:
"An absolutely 

wonderful concert, 
tremendous virtu-
osity combined with 
crowd-pleasing rep-
ertoire, our audience 
loved every minute."

-NARDIN PARK 
CONCERT SERIES

"A number of 
piano players have 
performed here but 
this guy is something 
we haven't seen in a 
long time... I was just 
blown away!" -BAY 
CITY STATE THE-
ATER 

Chelsea District 
Library

221 S Main St, 
Chelsea, MI 48118

Phone: 734-475-
8732 for more info/to 
register 

On January 26th, 
the Chelsea Police De-
partment responded 
to a call from our local 
Goodwill store about 
the discovery of a pos-
sible human skull with-
in donated clothing. 
The skull was collected 
and transported it to 
the Washtenaw Coun-
ty Medical Examiner’s 
office. After examining 
the skull, the Medical 
Examiner’s office be-
lieves that the skull is 
human and has been 
sent it to the Anthro-
pology Department at 

the University of Mich-
igan for further exam-
ination, which could 
take up to 90 days.

The Chelesea Police 
Department is working 
with our law enforce-
ment partners to iden-
tify the person who 
dropped off the skull. 
They are described as 
a white female, in their 
late forties to early fif-
ties, brown shoulder 
length hair. They were 
last seen wearing black 
pants, a black coat and 
sunglasses. A second 
person was observed 

as the driver to a dark 
gray four door SUV 
that the two left in and 
is described as a white 
female in her late for-
ties to early fifties with 
shoulder length brown 
hair.

Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to con-
tact Ofc. T. Gilbreath 
at (734) 475-9122 ext. 
107 or email him at 
tgilbreath@chelseapd.
org.
Kevin Kazyak
Chief of Police
Chelsea Police Depart-
ment


