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A new year offers 
an opportunity to look 
ahead while also cel-
ebrating the relation-
ships that ground and 

Where Generations Meet: 
Chelsea Senior Center and Chelsea 

Schools Grow Connections
inspire us. At Chelsea 
Senior Center, many 
of those relationships 
are intergeneration-
al, formed through a 
longstanding collabo-
ration with the Chel-
sea School District that 
brings seniors and stu-
dents together in ways 
that are both joyful 
and deeply impactful. 
From planting seeds 
in the spring to shar-
ing stories, wisdom, 
and creativity across 
classrooms and com-
munity spaces, these 

Gallery 100 at Sil-
ver Maples and the 
Chelsea District Li-
brary are proud to 
present Beyond the 

Gallery 100 at Silver Maples Presents 
Beyond the Cover: Celebrating Local Art

Cover: Celebrating 
Local Art, a new ex-
hibition highlighting 
the artists behind the 
Chelsea District Li-
brary’s  (CDL) quar-
terly newsletter cov-
ers. Inspired by a 
suggestion from a for-
mer CDL trustee, this 
collaborative exhibi-

tion brings together a 
diverse group of local 
artists.

The exhibition fea-
tures up to five works 
from each artist, dis-
played alongside a 
framed reproduction 
of their original news-
letter cover. These 
thoughtful pairings 

offer visitors a be-
hind-the-scenes look 
at the creative process 
and the vital role vi-
sual storytelling plays 
in fostering commu-
nity connection, cre-
ativity, and shared ex-
perience.

Rooted in Gallery 
100’s commitment 
to accessibility and 
artistic excellence, 
Beyond the Cover 
invites visitors of all 
ages and backgrounds 
to engage with a wide 
range of creative voic-
es and mediums. The 
exhibition celebrates 

 The month of De-
cember was full of Hol-
iday Celebrations.  The 
Lightpole Display and 
contest in Chelsea was 
an exciting one.  Deco-
rating light poles began 
Nov 28th.  Community 
members could vote on 
their favorites Dec12th.  
Voting ended January 
1st and winners will 
be announced Jan 5th. 
Anyone driving through 
town can see the deco-
rated poles.  But there is 
a list of light pole loca-
tions and groups, fami-
lies, and businesses that 
decorated them.  It is 

Wrapping Up Hometown Holiday

Photos by Aimee Bingham
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From: David Strauss
The Chelsea Area 

Historical Society is 
proud to bring you the 
second evening in our 
Growing Up in Chelsea 
series — and this one 
feels like a visit with old 
friends.

Our host for the 
night is none other than 
Chelsea’s own Linda 
Meloche. In a program 
called “Speaking of 
Pleasantville,” Linda 
sits down for a relaxed 
conversation with three 
women who grew up 
right here in the 1950s 
and ’60s: Jan Bernath, 
Laurie Gravely, and An-
gie Smith.

With Linda’s gen-
tle prompting, the sto-
ries flow back to a time 
when Berg’s Drugstore 
was downtown, Merkel’s 
sold dynamite, trains 
still stopped at the depot 
on their way to Chica-
go or Detroit, and you 
could shop for a new car 
at three different dealer-
ships right downtown.

Join us for a cozy, 
memory-filled evening 
at the historic Train De-
pot, 125 Jackson Street 
in Chelsea, on January 
5, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 
Admission is $10 for 
non-members, and as 
always, members get in 
free. (And yes — it real-
ly does pay to be a mem-
ber.)

CAHS Presents 
Growing Up in Chelsea

on the Chelsea Cham-
ber page if you click on 
Light Pole Display and 
Contest.

h t t p s : / / c h e l s e a -
m i c h . c o m / h o m e -
t o w n - h o l i d a y /
chelsea-light-pole-deco-
rating/ 

The other day, I 
took a walk down Main 
St. and was absolutely 
charmed by the creativ-
ity and fun of the poles.  
Many businesses and 
organizations put their 
own style and flavor on 
the Poles. The Chelsea 
District Library pole fea-
tures a gingerbread free 
little library, Mikey and 
Me features a paw print-
lined photoframe  that 
states, “rescued is my fa-
vorite breed,” and street 
signs that say, “Rescue, “ 
and “Adopt Don’t Shop.”  
The pole decorators have 
the opportunity to win 
several prizes. 1. People’s 
Choice $200. 2. Cham-
ber Choice $200 3. Fam-
ily prize $200.  To vote  
for people’s choice, you 
can scan the QR code 
on your favorite light 
pole or you can vote on 
the Chelsea Chamber 
Facebook page by lik-
ing the graphic for your 
favorite pole. This is the 
link for voting on Face-
book.  https://www.face-
book.com/share/p/16X-
VbQCxLR/     Take a 
moment as you shop 
downtown to enjoy the 
charm and creativity of 
the Lightpole Display 
and Contest this year.  
They will make you 
smile. 

Wrapping 
Up 

Hometown 
Holiday
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Gabrielle Dough-

erty of Chelsea, MI was 
named to the Elmira 
College Dean's List for 
the Fall 2025 Term. 
Full-time undergradu-
ate students registered 
for at least 12 comput-
able credit hours and 
earning a term grade 
point average of 3.6 
or higher at the end of 
Term I or Term II are 
placed on the Dean's 
List at the College.

Gabrielle Dougherty Named to Elmira 
College Dean's List for Fall 2025 Term

Jacob Stephens of 
Chelsea has been named 
to the President's Hon-
or Roll at the Univer-
sity of North Georgia 
(UNG) for achieving a 
4.0 grade point average 
during fall 2025.

Dr. Michael P. 
Shannon, president 
of UNG, recognized 
students who reached 
this academic achieve-
ment during the fall 
2025 semester. Stu-
dents enrolled in 12 or 
more credit hours in 
bachelor's degree pro-
grams who achieved a 

Jacob Stephens recognized by UNG 
president for earning 4.0 GPA

4.0 grade point aver-
age were named to the 
President's Honor Roll. 
Students enrolled in as-
sociate degree or dual 
enrollment programs 
who met the same lev-
el of achievement were 
named to the Presi-
dent's List.

Positioned in the 
fastest-growing region 
of the state, the Univer-
sity of North Georgia 
comprises five campus-
es united by a single 
mission focused on ac-
ademic excellence and 
academic and co-cur-

ricular programs that 
develop students into 
leaders for a global so-
ciety. The University of 
North Georgia is a Uni-
versity System of Geor-
gia leadership institu-
tion and is The Military 
College of Georgia. 
With 20,317 students, 
the University of North 
Georgia is one of the 
state's largest public 
universities. The uni-
versity offers more than 
100 programs of study 
ranging from certificate 
and associate degrees to 
doctoral programs.

Winter and the 
holiday season can 
be difficult for many, 
but support is avail-
able. The Washtenaw 
County Health De-
partment’s Wish You 
Knew mental health 
campaign encourages 
community members 
to call the Washtenaw 
County Community 
Mental Health 24/7 
Access Line at 734-
544-3050, or call/text 
988, if they are strug-

Washtenaw County Health Department Promotes 
Mental Health Resources During the Holidays
Use 734-544-3050 or 988 for 24/7 mental health support

gling with their men-
tal health or are con-
cerned about someone 
else.

“With looming 
deadlines, finals, finan-
cial stressors, colder 
weather, less daylight, 
and holiday stress, 
many folks may feel 
overwhelmed, anxious, 
or depressed this time 
of year,” says Jimena 
Loveluck, MSW, health 
officer with the Washt-
enaw County Health 

Department. “We want 
to remind community 
members that mental 
health resources are 
available.”

The Wish You 
Knew campaign is 
driven by commu-
nity conversations 
and supported by the 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty Mental Health and 
Public Safety Preser-
vation Millage. It aims 
to spark honest and 
supportive conver-
sations about mental 
health between youth 
and adults, reduce 
mental health stigma, 
and promote resourc-
es for youth and fam-
ilies. While primarily 
geared toward young 
people, the campaign 
also promotes many 
services that can be 
helpful for all ages.

“Mental health 
matters,” says Lisa de-
Ramos, communica-
tions coordinator with 
the Washtenaw Coun-

ty Health Department. 
“Everyone deserves to 
get the support they 
need, and they don’t 
need to wait until a cri-
sis.”

Washtenaw Coun-
ty schools, businesses, 
nonprofit and faith or-
ganizations, and com-
munity members can 
order free campaign 
materials (posters, 
stickers, buttons, pock-
et guide cards, etc.) for 
pick-up or delivery 
through our online or-
der form: bit.ly/wyko-
rderform. Free down-
loadable PDF versions 
of our Local Resource 
Guide, LGBTQIA+ 
Mental Health Re-
source Guide, and 
Coping Skills Toolbox 
are available on our 
campaign website. Fol-
low us on Instagram 
( @ w i s h y o u k n e w -
washtenaw) for the 
latest campaign news, 
events, and resources.

Campaign Back-

ground and Relaunch
The campaign 

originally launched in 
2019, in partnership 
with Washtenaw Coun-
ty Community Mental 
Health. From 2023-
2024, the Wish You 
Knew team conducted 

focus groups with local 
youth to see if the orig-
inal campaign messag-
es and materials still 
resonated. Youth ex-
pressed that previous-
ly popular campaign 
messages such as “You 

the power of art to in-
spire curiosity, spark 
conversation, and 
broaden perspectives 
within the communi-
ty.

Featured artists 
include Janet Alford, 
Lindsey Dahl, Sue 
Craig, John Pappas, 
Kyle Burnett, Laura 
Scriven, Eli Zemper, 
Stephen Kolokithas, 
Angie Wellbaum, 
Jerry Chatfield, and 
current Chelsea Dis-
trict Library newslet-
ter cover artist Spike 
Hains. Mediums rep-
resented span fiber 
arts, urban sketching, 
metal sculpture, oil 
pastel, jewelry mak-
ing, and more.

Event Details
• Exhibition Dates: 
January 9, 2026, 
through February 27, 
2026
• Opening Reception 
Date: Thursday, Jan-
uary 15, from 6:30-8 
pm
• Location: Gallery 
100, Silver Maples of 
Chelsea 
• Free Event
• Art is available for 
purchase 

Gallery 100 at Silver Maples Presents 
Beyond the Cover: Celebrating Local Art

Gallery Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 10 
AM – 5 PM  
Saturday - Sunday: 10 
AM – 3 PM  

Don’t miss out 
on this fantastic op-
portunity to connect 
with the artists, enjoy 
a lively community 
atmosphere, and ap-
preciate the creative 
spirit of Chelsea!

For more informa-
tion, please visit their 
website at https://
s i l v e r m ap l e s . or g /
gallery100/ or con-
tact them by phone 
at (734) 627-6544 or 
email at gallery100@
sm.gmail.com.

Gallery 100, part 
of the Silver Maples 
community, was es-
tablished in 2009 
as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. 
The gallery is open 
to the public and of-
fers exhibition space 
for artists in Chelsea 
and the surrounding 
area, thereby enrich-
ing the community's 
cultural experience. 
Gallery-related events 
and programming 
encourage the explo-
ration and apprecia-

tion of all aspects of 
art, creating opportu-
nities for artists, the 
broader communi-
ty, and Silver Maples 
residents to come to-
gether and enjoy art, 
fostering meaningful 
relationships. 

Chelsea District 
Library (CDL)  is a 
not-for-profit organi-
zation whose mission 
is to engage, inspire, 
and equip through 
evolving services and 
resources. CDL cur-
rently serves 16,126 
residents in the Chel-
sea library district—
City of Chelsea, 
Lyndon and Sylvan 
Townships, and the 
portions of Lima and 
Dexter Townships 
within the Chelsea 
School District. For 
more information, 
visit chelseadistrictli-
brary.org.

Contact Informa-
tion: 
Media: D&B Strategic 
Marketing
doris@dandbmarketing.com
Gallery 100 
gallery100atsm@gmail.com
Chelsea District Library
vkrueger@chelseadistrictlibrary.org
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A Brief Stop: Chelsea Senior Center Helping 
Seniors Live with Confidence

A Brief Stop: 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter Helping Seniors 
Live with Confidence

For many older 
adults, a trip to the 
store is not as simple 
as it once was. Limit-
ed mobility, caregiv-
ing demands, fixed 
incomes, or unreli-
able transportation 
can turn even the 
most essential er-
rands into real hur-
dles. Beginning De-
cember 2, the Chelsea 
Senior Center is step-
ping up to quietly and 
respectfully help with 
the kind of neighbor-
ly care that has long 
defined the organiza-
tion.

The Chelsea Se-
nior Center’s new-
est initiative, A Brief 

Stop, is a discreet 
personal needs closet 
offering adult briefs, 
pads, and related care 
products to area se-
niors. The goal is sim-
ple, explains Jennifer 
Smith, CSC Executive 
Director: “We want to 
meet needs with dig-
nity and ensure that 
seniors can go about 
their daily lives with 
confidence, comfort, 
and one less worry.”

Located inside the 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter at 512 Washington 
Street, A Brief Stop is 
designed to supple-
ment regular needs 
and be a discreet, 
easily accessible, fre-
quently available 
space.

Open Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays from 9:30 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., A 
Brief Stop welcomes 
all area seniors. Mem-
bership at the Senior 
Center is not required. 
Visitors provide ba-
sic information, and 
while supplies are 
free of charge, rea-
sonable limits are in 
place to ensure that 
as many seniors as 
possible can benefit 
each week. Donations 
of products and fi-
nancial support will 
help keep the shelves 
stocked, and volun-
teers play a central 
role in creating a 
warm, welcoming, 
respectful environ-
ment.

Staff and volun-
teers emphasize pri-
vacy, kindness, and 
the belief that no one 
should have to choose 
between personal 
comfort and daily 
connection with fam-
ily, friends, and com-
munity.

Chelsea Senior 
Center is already 
looking beyond its 
doors, planning out-
reach to homebound 
seniors starting with 
their current Meals 

on Wheels recipients 
and caregivers who 
regularly visit the 
building. 

A Brief Stop is 
the latest expansion 
of Chelsea Commu-
nity Senior Services 
(C2S2), launched by 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter in 2013 as a grass-
roots partnership 
focused on  helping 
older adults age safe-
ly and independently 
in their own homes. 
“All that we offer 
through the Chelsea 
Senior Center seeks 
to support our com-
munity members as 
they  age,” says Exec-
utive Director Jenni-
fer Smith, “allowing 
seniors to live safely, 
independently, in a 
familiar environment 
regardless of age, in-
come, or ability, and 
to live each day as 
they choose.” Today, 
C2S2 continues to be 
at the core of Chelsea 
Senior Center’s mis-
sion.

That mission now 
includes a robust ar-
ray of services: the 
Senior Nutrition 
Program which in-
cludes home-deliv-

ered meals as well 
as onsite senior café 
meals, blood pres-
sure checks, a notary 
public, paper shred-
ding services, Secre-
tary of State Mobile 
Office appointments, 
technology support, 
mending services, 
caregiver respite, 
transportation to 
and from doctor’s 
appointments, and 
tax preparation as-
sistance in addition 
to Chelsea Senior 
Center’s regular of-
ferings such as sup-
port groups, fitness 
and movement class-
es, enrichment pro-
grams, and countless 
opportunities to so-
cialize and stay en-
gaged.

The launch of A 
Brief Stop is made 
possible thanks to re-
cent funding from the 
Washtenaw County 
Board of Commis-
sioners, allocated to 
the Chelsea Senior 
Center and 10 other 
senior centers. Col-
lected through the 
county’s Older Per-
sons Millage, these 
funds empower each 
center to meet the 

unique needs of its 
community and to 
continue being the 
“trusted boots on the 
ground” serving local 
seniors.

With careful plan-
ning and a strong 
track record of finan-
cial stewardship, the 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter is able to put these 
funds to work imme-
diately in ways that 
make an immediate, 
meaningful differ-
ence. A Brief Stop is 
the first of many new 
initiatives to come.

Keeping A 
Brief Stop running 
smoothly depends on 
the community. Vol-
unteer hours are flex-
ible and meaningful. 
For more information 
about services, volun-
teering, or donations, 
contact the Chelsea 
Senior Center at 734-
475-9242.

A Brief Stop is 
more than a closet of 
products, it’s a con-
tinuation of Chelsea 
Senior Center’s com-
mitment to helping 
all of us can age with 
dignity, connection, 
and confidence.

Brio Living Services 
recently announced 
the promotion of two 
of its team members 
to executive positions 
at its flagship commu-
nities, following the 
retirement this month 
of Cheryl VanBemden, 
Executive Director of 
Brio’s Porter Hills Vil-
lage and Green House® 
Homes in Grand Rap-
ids. VanBemden has 
served in leadership 
roles at Porter Hills, 

Aging Services Organization Names 
Two New Executive Directors 

Russell, Shores Advance to Lead Brio Living Services’ Flagship Communities
now Brio Living Ser-
vices, for more than 
twenty years.

Kathy Russell, who 
has served Brio’s Chel-
sea-area communities 
since 2018, most re-
cently as Executive Di-
rector of Chelsea Re-
tirement Community 
(CRC), The Pines, and 
The Cedars of Dexter, 
will take on the role 
of Executive Director 
at Porter Hills Village 
and the Green House 
Homes, effective De-
cember 1. 

“I have a genuine 
passion for serving 
older adults and ensur-
ing their lives are filled 
with purpose, dignity, 
and joy,” said Russell. 
“I am eager to contrib-
ute my skills and ded-
ication to the residents 
and team members 
of Porter Hills Village 

and the Green House 
Homes.”

Jennifer Shores has 
served Chelsea Re-
tirement Community 
(CRC) for six years, as 
Director of Nursing 
and, most recently, as 
Nursing Home Ad-
ministrator for CRC’s 
Kresge Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation Center. 
She has been promot-
ed to the position of 
Executive Director for 
CRC, The Pines, and 
The Cedars of Dexter 
vacated by Russell. 

Shores, who has 
worked in the field of 
aging services for the 
past two decades, said, 
“I found my passion 
through combining 
nursing and admin-
istration to be able to 
oversee and ensure 
that we encompass 
all aspects of resident 

life with a holistic ap-
proach. I am really 
looking forward to 
continuing to grow 
with an amazing orga-
nization and being able 
to touch and support 
the entire community 
within CRC, The Ce-
dars of Dexter, and The 
Pines.”

Nicole Maag, Brio’s 
Chief of Residential 
Services, said, “At Brio, 
we are dedicated to 
growing and preparing 
leaders for advance-
ment. Jennifer’s con-
tinued dedication to 
excellence and growth 
in leadership has posi-
tioned her well for this 
next step. She will be a 
wonderful addition to 
the residential leader-
ship team.”

Russell, who 
helped oversee the 
construction and ren-

ovations at CRC’s 
Kresge Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation Center, 
completed in 2021, 
“brings her expertise 
to Porter Hills Village, 
currently undergoing 
its own major transfor-
mation to better serve 
older adults in West 
Michigan,” Maag said. 
“We are excited to have 
Kathy move to Porter 
Hills Village and the 
Green House Homes. 
Her many years of ex-
perience and her deep 
dedication to the mis-
sion of Brio Living Ser-
vices will serve these 
communities well.”

Maag shared her 
gratitude for VanBe-
mden as well: “Cher-
yl has been a corner-
stone of both Porter 
Hills Village and the 
Green House Homes 
for many years. She 

led the charge in res-
ident-directed care 
by opening the Green 
House Homes as its 
administrator and then 
went on to accom-
plish countless other 
initiatives which have 
directly benefited the 
older adults we serve. 
Her dedication to res-
idents, team members, 
and families will leave 
a lasting legacy, one 
which we are incredi-
bly grateful for.”

Learn more about 
Brio Living Services at 
MyBrio.org.

From: Chelsea Area Chamber of Commerce

CN Appraisals Ribbon Cutting
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Ballet Chelsea’s be-
loved production of The 
Nutcracker enchanted 

Photos courtesy of Michael Bessom Photography

Photo courtesy of 
Ballet Chelsea

Ballet Chelsea’s The Nutcracker Delights Audiences

audiences December 
12–14 at the Potter Cen-
ter on the campus of 
Jackson College, bring-
ing holiday magic to the 
stage for audiences of all 
ages. Under the artistic 
direction of Michelle 
Quenon, the classical 
ballet was presented 
with inspired choreog-
raphy, stunning visuals, 
and the beautiful live 
accompaniment of the 
Jackson Symphony Or-
chestra.

The production 
featured Ballet Chelsea 
students performing 

alongside profession-
al dancers, highlight-
ing the strength of the 
school’s training pro-
gram and the joy of 
shared storytelling. 
From Clara’s journey 
to the enchanting Land 
of Sweets, each perfor-
mance offered a festive 
celebration filled with 
warmth, imagination, 
and tradition.

As a special high-
light of the weekend, 
Ballet Chelsea hosted 
its Sugar Plum Tea be-
fore the Sunday after-
noon performance. This 

popular pre-show event 
welcomed families for 
sweet treats, festive dé-
cor, and the opportu-
nity to meet dancers in 
costume—creating a 
memorable experience 
for young audience 
members before head-
ing into the theater.

“We are incredibly 
thankful to everyone 
who joined us for The 
Nutcracker this season,” 
said Michelle Quenon, 
Artistic Director of 
Ballet Chelsea. “This 
production is a true 
community effort, and 
it is always moving to 
see our dancers shine 

on stage while families 
create lasting holiday 
memories together.”

Ballet Chelsea 
gratefully acknowledges 
Meridian Wealth Man-
agement for their gen-
erous sponsorship of 
The Nutcracker, along 
with the many support-
ers who help make these 
performances possible. 
Their support plays a 
vital role in sustaining 
Ballet Chelsea’s mission 
to provide exception-
al dance education and 
inspiring performances 
for the community.

Ballet Chelsea ex-
tends heartfelt thanks to 

its dancers, instructors, 
musicians, volunteers, 
sponsors, and patrons 
for making this year’s 
performances such a 
success. Save the date 
for Alice in Wonder-
land, May 2 & 3 at the 
Chelsea High School 
Auditorium. 

For more infor-
mation about Ballet 
Chelsea and upcoming 
performances, visit bal-
letchelsea.org.

As a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, Ballet Chelsea's 
mission transcends the 
stage, aiming to shape 
resilient individuals 
through impeccable 
training and perfor-
mance artistry while 
giving back to the com-
munity through the 
transformative power of 
arts education and out-
reach.

Contact Information:
D&B Strategic Marketing
doris@dandbmarketing.com 
Ballet Chelsea 
jean@balletchelsea.org

experiences lie at the 
heart of a partnership 
built on the belief that 
meaningful connec-
tions across genera-
tions enrich everyone 
involved.

One of the earliest 
signs of spring arrives 
with Read and Seed, 
an annual program 
that brings Chelsea’s 
youngest learners into 
the Trinh Pifer Inter-
generational Garden 
at the Chelsea Senior 
Center. In April, Chel-
sea area preschoolers 
visit CSC, rolling up 
their sleeves for hands-
on gardening along-
side senior volunteers. 
Chelsea School Dis-
trict’s youngest stu-
dents sow seeds in 
the hoophouse, gently 
covering and watering 
them, and even sam-
ple a freshly harvest-

Where Generations Meet: Chelsea Senior 
Center and Chelsea Schools Grow Connections

ed vegetable planted 
in February by senior 
volunteers for them to 
enjoy.. CSC volunteers 
read stories like The 
Crunching, Munch-
ing Caterpillar, I Will 
Never Not Ever Eat a 
Tomato, and The Sur-
prise Garden, blending 
literacy with discovery. 
Later in the spring, the 
preschoolers returned 
to see sprouting plants 
like green beans, bok 
choy, green onions, 
spinach, beets, turnips, 
radishes, kale, chervil, 
lettuce, nasturtium, 
cucumbers, yellow 
squash, and edamame. 

Intergenerational 
connections continue 
throughout the sum-
mer when children 
from Camp Gabika, 
Chelsea School Dis-
trict’s summer day 
camp, visit the inter-
generational garden. 

As part of the program, 
students join in garden 
and craft activities of-
ten alongside Ease the 
Day participants, a 
caregiver respite pro-
gram at Chelsea Senior 
Center. These shared 
experiences offer mo-
ments of joy, creativity, 
and connection for all 
involved.

During the holiday 
season, the youngest 
visitors return once 
more. Preschoolers 
and seniors decorate 
(and enjoy) cookies to-
gether in a sweet tradi-
tion.

Older students also 
play a meaningful role 
in the partnership be-
tween CSC and the 
school district. Each 
November, CSC orga-
nizes a panel of local 
veterans to visit Beach 
Middle School and 
share their experiences 
with sixth-grade class-
es. Students listen, ask 
thoughtful questions, 
and later write A Letter 
to a Veteran reflecting 
on what they learned. 
Senior volunteers at 
CSC read the letters 
and select standout 
writers to share their 
reflections at the Vet-
erans Day Community 
Tribute.

In December, 
sixth-grade classes vis-
it the senior center for 
their annual Genera-
tions project. Paired in 

teams of two, students 
interview a senior vol-
unteer about what life 
was like when the se-
nior was their age. The 
experience is as much 
about learning inter-
personal skills as it is 
about history.

“We spend a lot of 
time working on in-
terpersonal skills like 
looking your senior in 
the eye as they speak 
and asking questions,” 
said sixth-grade teach-
er Mike Lott.

Afterward, stu-
dents write thank-you 
letters to their inter-
viewees, a gesture that 
often means a great 
deal to the seniors who 
participate.

“The sixth-grade 
interviews are such 
a powerful remind-
er that learning is as 
much about listening 
as it is about doing,” 
Mike Kapolka, Chel-
sea School District 
Superintendent, said. 
“When our students 
take the time to sit with 
someone from anoth-
er generation and ask 
meaningful questions, 
they begin to see life 
through a wider lens.”

That lens widens 
even further in high 
school. Through the 
Lives Well Lived proj-
ect, 12th-grade English 
students in teacher 
Valerie Johnson’s class-
es interview seniors, 

asking a deceptively 
simple question: What 
does it mean to live life 
well? Students partner 
with a senior who has 
had a very different 
lived experience than 
they have. “By listening 
to their story, they’re 
able to learn about 
other people’s perspec-
tives and then have the 
privilege of telling their 
story using the skills we 
worked on through-
out the trimester,” ex-
plained Johnson.

Working in small 
groups, students iden-
tify a theme in their 
interviewees’ re-
sponses and produce 
three-minute docu-
mentaries centered on 
that idea.

Several weeks lat-
er, seniors are invited 
back to the school au-
ditorium to watch the 
films on the big screen 
and discuss the stu-
dents’ creative choices.

“It’s important for 
us to hear their per-
spective,” explains 
senior student Nate 
Cobiechowski. “Our 
senior gave advice 
about dealing with 
struggles. It’s im-
portant to hear from 
someone who's been 
through hard times.” 

Other groups 
found different but 
equally important 
ideas to highlight in 
their storytelling. “Our 
senior lived in a dif-
ferent country, and it 
made us realize how 

fortunate we are to live 
here,” reflected Hunter 
Hartin. 

For CSC member 
Diane Jara, the project 
is personal. “Some kids 
don’t have other old-
er adults in their lives, 
so connecting with a 
senior through these 
projects can really 
make a difference. My 
grandparents, for ex-
ample, had all passed 
away before I could 
have those connections 
as a young person, and 
I would have valued 
hearing their perspec-
tive.” 

CSC Executive Di-
rector Jennifer Smith 
agrees, noting that 
the benefits flow both 
ways. “Meeting with 
students also helps 
change the perception 
of what it means to 
age,” she said.

From planting 
seeds to sharing stories, 
the partnership be-
tween Chelsea Senior 
Center and Chelsea 
Schools continues to 
prove that when gener-
ations come together, 
everyone grows.

Chelsea Senior 
Center (CSC) is a 501c3 
nonprofit organization 
located at 512 Wash-
ington Street in Chel-
sea, Michigan. Contact 
CSC at connected@
chelseaseniors.org or 
(734) 475-9242. Chel-
sea Senior Center: 
Building community, 
creating connections, 
and enriching lives. 
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Are Not Alone” or “It 
Gets Better” were over-
used and minimized 
mental health strug-
gles. Themes of reject-
ing perfectionism and 
toxic positivity, and 
embracing authentici-
ty emerged from these 
conversations with 

Washtenaw County Health Department Promotes 
Mental Health Resources During the Holidays
Use 734-544-3050 or 988 for 24/7 mental health support

youth.
“Young people 

didn’t want to see smil-
ing faces in the cam-
paign; they wanted 
to see teens like them 
who are also strug-
gling with their mental 
health,” says deRamos.

Our Wish You 
Knew team used these 

youth insights to de-
velop new materials 
and refresh taglines for 
a campaign relaunch 
in fall 2024. Through 
countywide billboards, 
gas station TV videos, 
streaming audio, and 
social media ads, as 
well as free resource 
materials, we promot-
ed the 988 Crisis Line 
and shared impactful 
messages like, “Every-
one’s Struggle Looks 
Different,” “It’s OK to 
Not Be OK,” and “It’s 
OK to Ask for Help.” 
Ads continue running 
on social media plat-
forms including Snap-
chat, TikTok, and Ins-
tagram.

Since its relaunch, 
the campaign has re-
ceived four interna-
tionally and nationally 
recognized communi-

cations awards in 2024: 
AVA Digital Gold, 
MarCom Platinum, 
Viddy Platinum for 
Integrated Marketing, 
and Viddy Platinum for 
Graphics and Design. 
In 2025, the campaign 
received a PRNEWS 
Nonprofit Award in 
the Video Category for 
its powerful ad videos. 
One of the top-per-
forming ads included 
our “You Don’t Have to 
Hide” video.

Community En-
gagement Opportuni-
ties

To assess the re-
freshed campaign, the 
Wish You Knew team is 
ready to go back to lo-
cal youth to learn what 
they think of the imag-
ery and messaging and 
how they’ve used the 
campaign materials. 

Local youth can share 
their input by sign-
ing up to participate 
in focus groups at bit.
ly/WYKprojectinter-
estform and/or filling 
out a feedback survey 
at bit.ly/WYKfeed-
backform. Incentives 
are available as a thank 
you for participation.

Additionally, com-
munity members, es-
pecially local youth, 
are invited to share 
their talents and cre-
ativity by participating 
as content collabora-
tors for the campaign. 
Submissions can in-
clude original artwork, 
infographics, and vid-
eo reels to raise aware-
ness, reduce stigma, 
educate, or share tips 
and resources. Contact 
Lisa deRamos at dera-
mosl@washtenaw.org 

to learn more and get 
involved.

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
The Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
promotes health and 
works to prevent dis-
ease and injury in our 
community. Our mis-
sion is to assure, in 
partnership with the 
community, the con-
ditions necessary for 
people to live healthy 
lives through preven-
tion and protection 
programs.

Visit us at washt-
enaw.org/health or 
call 734-544-6700. The 
Health Department 
also provides frequent 
social media updates 
(@wcpublichealth) and 
sends regular email 
newsletters; sign up at 
bit.ly/WCHD555.

 ➢ continued from page 3
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
Incident #: 25-4916

Location: 1600 block of S. Main Street

Date: December 24, 2025

Time: 11:58 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol, an officer was 
dispatched to the 
1600 block of S. Main 
Street for the report 
of a larceny that had 
reportedly occurred 
on December 22nd. 
Upon arrival the offi-
cer met with the com-
plainant who stated 
that she had recently 
discovered that mul-
tiple Christmas dec-
orations that were on 
display had been sto-
len. The complainant 
stated that witness-
es, along with video 

surveillance footage 
showing that on De-
cember 22nd at ap-
proximately 8pm, a 
female suspect was 
shown taking mul-
tiple items that were 
on display and leav-
ing the premises. 
Further investiga-
tion by the Chelsea 
Police Department 
led to the identifi-
cation of the female 
suspect as a 66-year-
old Saint Joseph, IL 
woman. The suspect 
was accompanied by 
a male companion, 
who was determined 

not to be a suspect at 
the conclusion of the 
incident. The officer 
located the female 
suspect a short time 
after the initial report 
of the incident and 
was able to retrieve 
the stolen items and 
returned them to the 
owner. The case re-
mains open pending 
warrant submission 
and review by the 
Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s Office to 
determine if larceny 
charges would be au-
thorized.

January 2, 2026    

The announce-
ment of JD’s Stage 
Bistro marked the 
realization of a long-
held dream for Tan-
nin Property Group 
and a significant in-
vestment in the future 
of downtown Chel-
sea. Today, the team is 
sharing a deeper look 
at how that vision is 
taking shape at 117-
½ South Main Street. 
This update invites the 
community further 
into the creative pro-
cess through the per-
spective of lead design-
er Aaron Vermeulen, 
AIA.

“Bringing a twen-
ty-year-old dream to 
life involves imagina-
tion and the careful 
shaping of physical 
space. It all started 
with an old door on 
Main Street. I pictured 
a marquee overhead, 
its exposed bulbs glow-
ing like the theaters of 
a century ago. I knew 
it would take an entire 
team, from a meticu-
lous door maker to a 
supportive community 
with a shared vision, to 
make this project pos-
sible.

Partnering with 
Jeff Daniels, our goal 
is simple: evoke old 
memories to create 
new ones, using design 
that honors Chelsea’s 
past while setting the 
stage for exceptional 
music.”

The entrance re-
flects this intention. 
A handcrafted cherry 
wood door is inlaid 
with stained-glass im-
agery of an olive in a 
martini glass, a play-
ful symbol of gather-
ings to come. At the 
same time, an Art De-

The Design of JD’s Stage Bistro

co-inspired marquee 
announces artists and 
community events, an-
choring the new venue 
to Main Street’s histor-
ic charm.

“From the mo-
ment guests step in-
side, we want them to 
feel transported.”

A shimmering 
1920s-style chandelier 
sets the tone. A stair-
case leads down to the 
stage lobby, where the 
building opens up into 
two defining spaces: 
the stage room and the 
bistro.

The stage room 
is designed to feel in-
timate, moody, and 
cinematic. A corner 
stage, vintage cocktail 
bar, and cabaret-style 
seating create the at-
mosphere of a classic 
listening room. Stone 
walls pay tribute to 
Chelsea’s history, while 
Edison phonograph 
horns are repurposed 
as lighting, a nod to 
early sound innova-
tion. A hidden green 
room and additional 
backstage seating offer 
memorable experienc-
es for artists and spe-
cial guests.

The bistro is in-
tentionally bright and 
open, anchored by a 
custom wood-fired 
oven and a main kitch-
en framed by dramatic 
mahogany doors sal-
vaged from the Wal-
dorf Astoria in New 
York City, a detail tying 
world-class hospital-
ity to Chelsea’s local 
charm. Folding glass 
doors extend the space 
to a screened-in patio, 
supported by an ancil-
lary kitchen and three 
bars designed to serve 
diners, concertgoers, 

and private events.
Unique vaulted 

rooms throughout the 
venue create oppor-
tunities for gather-
ings of all kinds. The 
largest, known as the 
Newsroom, features 
a wine vault, private 
bar, chandeliers, and 
adaptive lighting, an 
ideal backdrop for 
celebrations or cor-
porate events. Above 
the vaults and beneath 
the stage room, util-
ities have been fully 
integrated to preserve 
clean lines and unin-
terrupted sightlines 
throughout.

Another distinct 
space, Vinyl Lounge, 
offers a secluded 
lounge designed for 
unfiltered, pure-vinyl 
listening, a testament 
to the project’s com-
mitment to music in its 
most authentic form.

Art and storytell-
ing will run through 
every space. JD’s Stage 
Bistro will showcase 
a growing collection 
of Chelsea historical 
artifacts, music mem-
orabilia, and tributes 
to Jeff Daniels’s career, 
all woven together to 
celebrate the town, its 
people, and its creative 
spirit.

“What began as 
an idea behind an old 
Main Street door is be-
coming a fully realized 
experience. Every de-
sign decision reflects 
Chelsea’s history, char-
acter, and the commu-
nity we love.”  —Aaron 
Vermeulen, AIA. 

Media Contact:
doris@dandbmarketing.com

JD’s Stage Bistro 
Contact: 
amanda@jdsstagebistro.com 

Incident #: 25-4888

Location: 1200 block of S. Main Street

Date: December 21, 2025

Time: 8:44 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol officers were dis-
patched to the 1200 
block of S. Main Street 
for the report of a re-
tail fraud complaint. 
Upon arrival the offi-
cer made contact with 
the complainant who 
stated that at approx-
imately 5:30 pm she 
had observed a male 

suspect placing pack-
ages of meat into his 
pants and concealing 
it on his person. The 
complainant stated 
that she observed the 
suspect walking to-
wards the entrance, in 
an effort to bypass all 
points of sale and leave 
without paying for the 
concealed items. The 
complainant stated 

that she observed the 
suspect walk out of the 
building and get into 
a white pickup truck 
and leave the area. At 
the time of the report, 
the suspect had not 
been positively iden-
tified. The case was 
turned over to the in-
vestigator for any ad-
ditional followup.


