
 Volume 3   Issue 52

Phone: 734-636-6577
Fax: 888-355-0629

Hamilton
Publishing

December 24, 2020    

facebook.com/ChelseaGuardianguardiannewspapersmi.com

 continued on page 2

Silver Maples of Chelsea Retirement 
Neighborhood Earns Nationally Recognized 

Great Place to Work® Certification
Area Senior Living Community Receives Fortune Magazine’s National 

Recognition For Their Commitment to Employees and Workplace Culture

Story on page 2

Cavanaugh Lake Neighbors 
Make Holidays Merry and 
Bright for Skilled Nursing 

Residents at Chelsea 
Retirement Community

From Lisa French
On Friday, Decem-

ber 18, Santa’s helpers 
arrived a little early 
for the skilled nursing 
residents of Chelsea 
Retirement Commu-
nity, located on the 
historic campus of 
United Methodist Re-
tirement Communi-
ties (UMRC).  UMRC 
Foundation Board 

Jeff Hall, Chad Losey, Stephanie Larson, and Steve Larson deliver Christmas presents to skilled 
nursing residents at Chelsea Retirement Community.

member Chad Losey 
of Chelsea, his part-
ner Jeff Hall, and Steve 
and Stephanie Larson, 
all of Chelsea, brought 
Christmas gifts to all 
45 residents of UMRC’s 
Kresge Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation Center 
(Kresge Center).

“Actually, our good 
friend and lake neigh-
bor, Stephanie Larson 

and her husband Steve, 
were responsible for 
making this Christ-
mas Miracle happen!” 
said Chad.  “Stepha-
nie reached out to me 
in November asking 
if there were any res-
idents at UMRC that 
may not have family 
nearby or that could 
use some extra love.  
Wendy Brightman, 

President of the UMRC 
Foundation and Porter 
Hills Foundation, sug-
gested that the Kresge 
Center residents could 
use some Christmas 
cheer.  So Stephanie 
reached out to our Ca-
vanaugh Lake commu-
nity to enlist their help 
in making this dream 
come true!”

See Our 1/2 Page Ad inside on page 5 
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Rick Eder, LUTCF
1250 S. Main St., Chelsea

(734) 475-9184
RickEderAgency.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, 
Farm and more

Chelsea

From Christina Kim, 
Director of Marketing 
and Sales

The Silver Maples 
of Chelsea Retirement 
Neighborhood has re-
cently been certified as 
a Great Place to Work® 
organization. This na-
tional award recogni-
tion and certification is 
part of Fortune Maga-
zine’s “Best Workplac-
es” list. Great Place to 
Work® focuses primari-
ly on employee engage-
ment and measures the 
trust employees have 
in their organization 
and leadership. 

Great Place to 
Work®, an indepen-
dent research and con-
sulting firm, evaluated 
more than 60 elements 
of team members’ ex-
perience on the job. 
These included em-
ployee pride in the or-
ganization’s communi-
ty impact, belief that 
their work makes a 
difference, and feeling 
their work has special 
meaning. Rankings are 
based on the experi-
ences of the employee 
no matter who they 
are, the role they fill, or 
how long they’ve been 
a part of the organiza-
tion. 

“We have focused 
on creating an en-
ergetic and engaged 
workplace culture over 
the last few years, one 
built on trust and com-
mitment,” shares Julie 
Deppner, Executive 
Director/CEO  “The 
Great Place To Work® 

Silver Maples of Chelsea 
Retirement Neighborhood 

Earns Nationally Recognized 
Great Place to Work® 

Certification
Area Senior Living Community 

Receives Fortune Magazine’s National 
Recognition For Their Commitment to 

Employees and Workplace Culture
recognition affirms 
the positive environ-
ment we’ve worked so 
hard to build!” JoAnne 
Reynolds, Director 
of Human Resources 
said, “We strive to live 
our mission every day 
to “excel at creating & 
supporting a positive 
aging experience” for 
our residents.  Our staff 
is engaged and com-
mitted to our mission 
and The Great Place 
to Work® Certification 
validates this!   This 
certification is cause 
to celebrate and one of 
a number of tools we 
will use to attract and 
retain valuable staff 
in these challenging 
times.”

When people think 
of a great workplace, 
they often think of lav-
ish company perks and 
benefits. While perks 
and benefits are always 
enjoyed, the definition 
goes far deeper. A great 
workplace is about the 
level of trust that em-
ployees experience in 
their leaders, the lev-
el of pride they have 
in their jobs, and the 
extent to which they 
enjoy their colleagues. 
While trust, pride and 
camaraderie are often 
challenging to sustain, 
they are attainable by 
organizations willing 
to work on them. 

Silver Maples 
achieved an overall 
Trust Index Score of 
88% and outpaced 
similar organizations 
in the Aging Services 

category in the follow-
ing areas:

• 95 percent said 
I’m proud to tell others 
I work here. 

(National bench-
mark 87%)

• 95 percent said 
I feel good about the 
ways we contribute to 
the community. 

(National bench-
mark 89%)

• 95 percent said 
our customers would 
rate the service we de-
liver as “excellent”. 

(National bench-
mark 83%)

• 94 percent said I 
am given the resources 
and equipment to do 
my job. 

(National bench-
mark 84%)

• 94 percent said I 
believe management 
would lay people off 
only as a last resort. 

(National bench-
mark 80%)

“We applaud Silver 
Maples of Chelsea for 
seeking certification 
and releasing its em-
ployees’ feedback,” said 
Dr. Jacquelyn Kung, of 
Great Place to Work’s 
senior care affiliate Ac-
tivated Insights. “These 
ratings measure its ca-
pacity to earn its own 
employees’ trust and 
create a great work-
place for high perfor-
mance.”

To learn more 
about the workplace 
culture at Silver Maples 
of Chelsea, view our 
complete Great Place 
to Work profile.

Over 30 Cavana-
ugh Lake households 
pitched in to help by 
donating money, shop-
ping for residents based 
on their wish lists and 
checking them twice, 
wrapping, and organiz-
ing the gifts, according 
to Chad.

“We wanted to 
bring a bit of light into 
these special people’s 
lives, with a bit of hol-
iday joy, and provide 
them each a few holi-
day gifts,” said Stepha-

Cavanaugh Lake Neighbors 
Make Holidays Merry and 
Bright for Skilled Nursing 

Residents at Chelsea 
Retirement Community

Christmas gifts in Josie Pezzullo's office. Josie is the Life Enrichment 
Coordinator for CRC’s Kresge Center.

nie.  
“The COVID-19 

pandemic has been 
especially difficult for 
our Kresge Center 
residents who require 
24-hour skilled nurs-
ing care,” said Wen-
dy Brightman, Pres-
ident of the UMRC 
Foundation and Por-
ter Hills Foundation.  
“Because of COVID, 
our residents have not 
been able to see their 
loved ones in person 
which has been espe-
cially isolating for our 

most vulnerable old-
er adults.  We are so 
grateful to Steve and 
Stephanie, Chad and 
Jeff and their friends 
for making this an un-
forgettable Christmas 
for our Kresge Center 
residents.”   

“We live in such a 
special community,” 
said Chad.  “It is so 
important that we con-
tinue to support our 
neighbors, especially 
in these difficult times.”

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

Everyone goes 
through a lot of dif-
ferent things in their 
life. People see highs 
and lows, good times 
and bad.

Unless you lived 
back in 1918 it is un-
likely anyone has seen 
anything like the pan-
demic of this year or 
Covid-19 before.

It makes Christ-
mas and everything 
else more limited 
with friends and rel-
atives. People now 
wear masks and only 
a few seem to mind. 
Most people are used 
to the lifesaving activ-
ity. 

Everyone knows 
what social distanc-
ing is and how im-
portant it is.

Sure we now have 
two vaccines but it 
still may be a long 
time before we see the 
effects of them. They 
came around Christ-
mas but is looking 
like late summer or 
early fall before ev-
eryone will be able to 

Merry 
Christmas is 

different
get the shots. At least 
it is started and will 
begin to take place.

The fall high 
school sports will 
continue the begin-
ning of next year. 
Championships for 
football, swimming 
and diving and vol-
leyball will finish up. 
That is a positive.

Winter sports can 
begin in mid-January. 
Since this whole thing 
began at the end of 
winter sports, maybe 
just maybe spring and 
that season will begin 
and end as scheduled.

May everyone 

who has gotten sick 
become healthy and 
everyone who hasn’t 
made it be pleased in 
Heaven this Christ-
mas season.

I want to extend 
a very heartfelt and 
loving recovery to my 
mother Karen who is 
very sick with this vi-
rus.

Love and good-
will to everyone this 
Christmas. 

Despite all the 
change in 2020 I am 
sure it is for a reason. 
Maybe we can’t see it 
but in the long haul 
that all will be seen.
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Obituaries 
Jeffrey V. Weber

Jeffrey V. We-
ber  of Chelsea, MI, 
age 75, died Saturday, 
December 19, 2020 
at his home. He was 
born April 2, 1945 in 
Ann Arbor, MI , the 
son of John “Jack” 
W. & Gertrude M. 
(Weinberg)   Weber.   
He was preceded in 
death by his brother, 
Jack B. Weber.

Jeff graduated 
from Jackson High 

School in 1963, and 
then earned a BA de-
gree from MSU.   He 
was a sales represen-
tative for Dan Waitz 
Associates in Dexter.   
Born and raised in 
Michigan, Jeff lived 
in California from 
1971 - 1992, before 
returning to family 
land outside of Chel-
sea. 

Jeff was a devoted 
father and a coach of 

his kids' sports teams.  
He loved to visit his 
kids and grandkids in 
CA and CO. He was 
fond of natural land-
scapes and enjoyed 
traveling to beauti-
ful locations. He was 
a Civil War buff and 
landscaping aficiona-
do.   Jeff was proud-
ly sober for 38 years 
and was a dedicated 
member of the AA 
fellowship. 

Survivors include: 
son, Matt (Connie) 
Weber of San Jose, 
CA: granddaughters 
Caitlin and Saman-
tha: a daughter Jenni-
fer (John) Cautrell of 
Granby, CO: grand-
son Camden:   neph-
ews Brooks, Steve, 
and John Weber.

A private cele-
bration of his life 
will be held at a lat-
er time.  Memorial 
contributions may be 
made to the Yosemi-
te Conservancy, 101 
Montgomery Street, 
Suite 1700, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94104.   
Arrangements were 
entrusted to Cole Fu-
neral Chapel.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 continued on page 9

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Compa-

ny will be conduct-
ing a series of short 
interviews with local 
Chelsea Residents 
for 52 weeks in order 
to appreciate differ-
ing personalities and 
design thoughts and 
styles in our commu-
nity.  Perhaps you will 
meet someone new 
through these weekly 
interviews or perhaps 
it will be YOU! Stay 
tuned and follow us 
each week – we look 
forward to introduc-
ing you to the finesse 
of 52 Chelsea individ-
uals. Up next – Mr. 
David Riddle.

1. What is your 
profession and for 
how long? I have 
worked as a Loan Op-
erations Associate for 
over 14 years.

2. People think of 
me as easy-going but 
I am really strict.

3. When did you 
move to Chelsea? I 
was born and raised 
in Chelsea and haven’t 
left yet!

4. What do you 
love about where you 
currently live? I pur-
chased and restored 
the home in which my 
grandparents raised 
their family.  Within 
one mile of my house, 
there are nature trails, 
bike trails, many lakes 
and tons of wonder-
fully social neighbors. 

5. If you could 
have a second home 
anywhere, where 
would it be? My sec-
ond home would be in 
Saugatuck, Michigan. 
It's a cute charming 
little town to explore 
around and relax 
by the water. I love 
watching the sunset 
over Lake Michigan. 

6. What three 
words describe you?  
Enriched,  Personal-
ized and Charm.

7. Who most in-

David Riddle • Photos by David Riddle

fluenced your design 
styles?  My mom  - 
she did Home Inte-
rior shows. I am also 
greatly inspired by 
nature in the way I 
design. 

8. As you think 
about the home in 
which you grew up, 
what elements did 
you like and do you 
think you have in-
corporated some of 
them in your own 
home? Yes, I have!  
In the interior – we 
display family pic-
tures on the walls and 
shelves, a tradition I 
grew up with. For the 
exterior,  my upkeep 
of a well maintained 
and landscaped yard, 
comes from seeing 
that example.

9. When entering 
your home, you want 
it to feel:  Welcoming 
and comfortable.

10. What is one 
trend you do not 
like?  White walls are 
a no-no, they are too 
plain and modern.

11. Have you 
ever remodeled a 

home?  Yes, we re-
modeled our current 
home,  gutting our 
current house down 
to the studs replacing 
all plumbing, electri-
cal, windows, floors, 
bathroom and kitchen 
cabinets and counter-
tops along with over 
55 gallons of plaster. 

12. Have you ever 
sought professional 
help with the inte-
rior design of your 
home ?  No, I have 
not sought any pro-
fessional help with 
the interior design of 
my home. I get most 
of my ideas skimming 
magazines, from Pin-
terest, Pottery Barn 
and looking at homes 
on Realtor.com 

13. What is the 
one biggest interi-
or design issue you 
struggle with?  Mak-
ing final decisions! It’s 
hard to make a deci-
sion and stick with it 
– there are so many 
great options.  I’m 
always changing my 
mind.

14. Which room 

in your home gets the 
most use? The most 
used room would be 
the kitchen because 
it’s ground zero for ev-
erything we need.

15. No room is 
complete without: A 
picture.

16. If you were 
moving and could 
only pick one item 
from your home to 
keep, what would it 

be and why?  I would 
take my hen house 
with me because we 
built it by hand and 
a lot of my joy comes 
from being with the 
birds that we raise, 
both peacocks and pi-
geons.

17. Name an item 
you purchased for 
your home that you 
regret buying: 
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Winter Wellness Photo Challenge

From Matt Pegous-
kie

Are you a Winter 
warrior? Do you enjoy 
skating, skiing, walk-
ing or biking all win-
ter long? Does your 
running club or ice 
hockey team embrace 
the winter weather 
and carry on? If so, 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation wants to show-
case your creative 
talents and highlight 
what our community 
members do in the 
Winter to promote 
physical activity.

We invite all 5 
Healthy Towns resi-
dents who embrace 
the winter elements to 
help us demonstrate 
that Michigan winters 
offer a great opportu-
nity to promote well-
ness outdoors.  Grab 
your phone or camera 
and submit your pho-
to to the Winter Well-
ness Photo Challenge. 
You will be eligible to 
win a gift card and 
feature your photo in 
our Fall 2021 issue of 
Connected Magazine.

Send us a pho-
to image between 
January 1-31, 2021. 
Submission guide-

lines and an image 
consent release form 
can be found at ww-
w.5healthytowns.org. 
Winners will be an-
nounced in February, 
2021.

5HF’s Commu-
nity Advisory Com-
mittee will select two 
photo winners:

• Best Photo 
(Adult Category) – if 
you are age 18 and 
older, submit a pho-
to that shows winter 
wellness.

• Best Photo 
(Youth Category) – if 
you are 17 and young-
er, submit a photo 
that shows winter 
wellness.

Our 5HF com-
munity members will 
select the overall win-
ner by voting on Face-
book in February:

• People’s Choice 
Award (youth or 
adult) – The People’s 
Choice award will 
provide an opportu-
nity for our commu-
nities to weigh in on 
their favorite pho-
tos.  Submitted pho-
tos will be placed on 
the 5 Healthy Towns 
facebook page to al-
low our followers a 
chance to choose the 
best of the best! 

For more infor-
mation, contact 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation staff, Matt Pe-
gouskie, or Lori Kintz, 
at 734-433-4599.
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Disclaimer: All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year.  All prices include GM 
employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2015 or newer GM or  Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all 
units will qualify. Prices are good through 12/31/2020. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer 
inventory By 12/31/2020.  See dealer for more details.

©2020 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2021 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$379/ 24/ $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
20,000miles.

Stk. #K18119

2021 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$319/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08431

2021 XT5 FWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$329/ 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18003

2020 CT5

$369 / 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. #K08272

2020 CT4 PREMIUM 
LUXURY

$329 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08467
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Advisory/PHOTOS: Washtenaw County Health 
Department Starts COVID-19 Vaccination

Health Department staff get vaccinated in preparation for vaccinating others
From Susan Ringler 
Cerniglia, MPH

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
has started vaccinating 
staff. Health Depart-
ment staff who will be 
giving vaccinations to 
others and staffing up-
coming vaccine clinics 
received their first dose 
of the COVID-19 vac-
cine today. They are the 
first to be vaccinated.

“I’m so excited to be 
vaccinated, and I don’t 
have to wait because it’s 
my job to vaccinate oth-
ers,” says Christina Zil-
ke, RN, nursing super-
visor with Washtenaw 
County Health Depart-
ment (pictured right). 

Initial supplies of 
the COVID-19 vaccine 
are limited. Health De-
partment priorities in-
clude vaccinators, EMS, 
and frontline health 
care providers not al-
ready being vaccinat-
ed through a hospital 
or larger organization. 

Staff and residents at 
long-term care facilities 
are being vaccinated 
though national phar-
macies in coordination 
with the federal gov-
ernment. All of these 
are part of priority area 
1a. See  washtenaw.org/
covid19vaccine  for de-
tails, health care provid-
er surveys, and updates.

“We’re feeling both 
grateful and optimistic 
as we begin this vac-
cination process,”  says 
Jimena Loveluck, MSW, 
health officer for Washt-
enaw County. “This 
pandemic is an incred-
ible strain on all of us 
and devastating to so 
many in our communi-
ty. Adding vaccination 
to our prevention tools 
is a big step toward re-
covery and, eventually, 
normalcy.”

“It will take time – 
likely weeks for the ini-
tial phase and months 
for vaccination to be 
more widely available. 

In the meantime, please 
continue to use what 
we know works for pre-
venting the spread of 
illness – wearing face 
masks, keeping social 
distance, frequent hand 
cleaning, and following 
isolation and quaran-
tine guidelines,” contin-
ues Loveluck.

Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
The Washtenaw Coun-
ty Health Department 
promotes health and 
works to prevent dis-
ease and injury in our 
community. Our mis-
sion is to assure, in 
partnership with the 
community, the condi-
tions necessary for peo-
ple to live healthy lives 
through prevention and 
protection programs. 
The Health Department 
has the authority and 
responsibility to protect 
public health, including 
responding to disease 
outbreaks.

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:

Merry Christmas 
everyone. 

It's been a heck of a 
year, huh? 

Soon it'll be 2021 
and everything that's 
happened in 2020 will 
be far behind us in the 
rear view mirror. Or 
will it? I don't know. 
I guess time will tell, 
huh? 

I heard high school 
football is back. I guess 
that's some sort of 
Christmas present. In 
a year like 2020, I'll 
take whatever I can 
get. "Grandma's fruit 
cake -- yes, thank 
you. And high school 
football in December 
-- yes, it's just what I 
wanted (insert forced, 
fake smile)." 

I saw a photo re-
cently of high school 
players in northern 

GRANDMA'S FRUIT CAKE, 2020 AND 
SNOW FOOTBALL NIGHT GAMES

Michigan practicing 
football in the snow. 
That must be fun. 
Though, I must ad-
mit, I always enjoyed 
playing football in 
the elements when I 
was growing up. The 
more mud on the field, 
the better it was in 
my eyes. Some of my 
fondest memories of 
youth is being outside 
in the cold playing 
"snow football" on the 
front lawn with three 
of my neighbors -- all 
of whom would later 
become All-League 
players in high school. 
We'd combine our 
three lawns together 
for a larger "field" and 
knock each other sil-
ly -- no touch football 
-- and it didn't matter 
if you were tackled on 
the cement driveway, 
you better get up or 
you'd be hit even hard-
er next time. 

The best "snow 
football" games with 
my three neigh-
bors were our "night 
games." With boots, 
hats, gloves and bulky 
coats on, we'd be out 
there in the frigid 
night air, playing un-
derneath the dim glare 

of the lone street light 
in front of my house, 
messing up the pris-
tine recent snowfall, 
knocking over any 
poor snowman fool-
ish enough to have 
been built by one of 
the neighborhood girls 
or my sisters on our 
"field." Sorry "Frosty," 
but we needed to make 
that game-saving, 
touchdown-denying 
tackle and you were in 
the way.

I'll always re-
member the feel of 
my ice-covered wool 
hat draped haphaz-
ardly over my eyes as 
a wet, cold, smelly, 
snow-covered open-
palmed glove punched 
my face as I was tack-
led just short of the 
"end zone." Even today, 
when the night air is 
cold enough to freeze 
my nostrils and sting 
my eyes and the sound 
of crunching snow be-
neath my feet feels just 
right, I'm taken back 
to those carefree days 
of "snow football night 
games" on the front 
lawns of my youth.

I miss those days.
Heck, I miss 2019. 

We didn't know we 

Snow football games were always popular for this columnist 
growing up.

had it so good, huh?
It'll get better. It 

has to, right?
"Fruit cake from 

Grandma, thank you 
(forced, fake smile) -- I 

love it."
To really hug 

Grandma again (nat-
ural, real smile) -- I 
would so love it...

Merry Christmas 

everyone. 
See you later, 2020. 
Hello, 2021, it's 

nice to meet you. 
Would you like 

some fruit cake...?

Who didn't love Grandma's holiday fruit cake?
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Incident #: 20-2666 Location: 700 block of N. Main Street

Date: December 19, 2020 Time: 7:45 pm

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on 
routine patrol offi-
cers were dispatched 
to the 700 block of N. 
Main Street for the 
report of a crash in-
volving a vehicle that 
had left the roadway 
and struck a parked 
car then collided 
into a residence. 
Upon arrival the of-
ficers observed the 
vehicle in question, a 
late model large SUV 
had crashed through 
the brick wall of the 
house. No injuries 
to the occupants of 
the house were re-
ported however, the 
driver of the vehicle 
was eventually trans-
ported to the hospi-
tal for some minor 
injuries. While at 
the scene investigat-
ing officers were ad-

vised by emergency 
personnel that the 
driver had a strong 
odor of intoxicants 
coming from her 
person. When the 
officer made contact 
with the driver, he 
also could smell the 
alcohol and inquired 
if she had had any-
thing to drink. The 
driver a 27-year-old 
Ypsilanti woman 
stated that she had 
“a couple beers”. The 
driver was confused 
as to what time it 
currently was and in 
fact thought that it 
was midnight when 
it was only 8:00 
pm. The driver was 
eventually taken 
by ambulance for a 
medical evaluation. 
When assessing the 
accident scene sever-
al empty wine cooler 

bottles were located 
in the vehicle as well 
as an opened bottle 
of liquor and a small 
amount of marijua-
na. The officer went 
to the hospital to 
make further con-
tact with the driver 
and asked whether 
she would submit to 
a blood alcohol anal-
ysis and she com-
plied. The driver was 
left at the medical 
facility for medical 
treatment for her 
injuries. The blood 
will be submitted to 
the Michigan State 
Police Crime Lab for 
analysis and when 
the results return the 
case will be submit-
ted to the Washtenaw 
County Prosecutor’s 
Office for review.

 ➢ continued from page 4

Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly 
Summary

Incident #: 20-2650 Location: 900 block of S. Main Street

Date: December 16, 2020 Time: 11:09 am

I N F O R M A -
TION: While on 
routine patrol an of-
ficer was dispatched 
to the 900 block of 
South Main Street 
for the report of a 
damage to proper-
ty complaint. The 
complainant stated 
that he operates sev-

eral donation drop 
off bins throughout 
southeastern Mich-
igan and several of 
his donation bins 
had been damaged, 
possibly in an at-
tempt to gain access 
or make them in-
operable. The com-
plainant stated that 

he was not certain 
when the damage 
occurred or who 
may have done it but 
wanted it document-
ed since this has oc-
curred at so many of 
the locations; in case 
the incidents were 
related.

In 2010, I bought 
a dark brown couch 
and a chair from 
JCPenney.   One hour 
after  arriving in my 
home, it was show-
ing pet hair all over. It 
was a nightmare to re-
move the hair because 
the material was like 
a plush microfiber. I 
sold the couch within 
a few weeks, and the 
replacement has been 
great! 

18. If you are a 
pet owner, how has 
that influenced your 
choices in design, 
if it has?  My living 
room furniture is in 
dark brown color 
right now, but I'm in 
the process of getting 
it re-upholstered in a 
much lighter gray col-
or. Dark fabrics show 
our animal’s hair – so 
it is important to con-
sider the right materi-
als for upholstery.  We 
also have wood floors, 
which makes a lot of 
sense for our Yorkie 
and cat.

19. What did 
you do to pass the 
time during the 
COVID-19 State 
shutdown? 

 I updated some 
home décor in the 
dining room and built 
a new bird coop. We 
also did a lot of hiking 
in different sections of 
the Waterloo-Pinck-
ney Recreation area.

20. If you were 
given $1000 to buy 
a new piece of art, 
what would it be?  A 
stunning traditional 
oil painting.

A few of your fa-
vorite things: 

Scent: Dried Eu-
calyptus Wreath

Movie:  Steel 
Magnolias

Favorite Histori-
cal Place:  The Chel-
sea Train Depot

Music Style: 
Christian Rock

TV Show: The 
Resident

Season: Summer
Meal: Grilled 

Chicken Fettuccine 
Travel Destina-

tion:  California 
Things to collect: 

Collecting those blue 
and white dishware 

Favorite Muse-
um: Waterloo Farm 
Museum

Color: Black
Favorite Design 

Style:  French Coun-

Peacock Royalty

Special Peacock Ornaments

try
Hobby:  Raising 

Birds
Favorite Tree or 

Plant:  Annabelle hy-
drangea

Kitty’s Note:   As 
a fellow Bird hobby-
ist ( chickens) I loved 
seeing David’s beau-
tiful bird house and 
even the chandelier 
inside – what else 

would you expect for 
the majestic peacock?  
This is the Taj Mahal 
for birds!  David is the 
perfect interview for 
this time of year, as he 
turns a Christmas tree 
a beautiful piece of art 
showcasing all kinds 
of feathery birds and 
textured ornaments.  
Merry Christmas to 
you all!

The Taj Mahal of Bird Coops- comes with a 
chandelier inside
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Huron Waterloo 
Pathways Initiative 

2020 Legacy 
Builder Awards

Huron Waterloo 
Pathways Initiative 
(HWPI) is pleased to 
announce the recipi-
ents of the 2020 Leg-
acy Builder Awards. 
These awards are pre-
sented to four differ-
ent individuals, orga-
nizations, or business 
partners that made a 
significant impact on 
the Border-to-Bor-
der (B2B) Trail across 
Washtenaw Coun-
ty. The B2B Trail is a 
non-motorized path-
way that connects cit-
ies, parks, and many 
destinations through-
out Washtenaw Coun-
ty.

The Legacy Build-
er Award winners for 
2020 are:

Legacy Builder 
Organization Award 
– Awarded to the 
Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) for 
their commitment 
to the expansion of 
the Border-to-Bor-
der Trail and focus 
on the development 
of universal access 
recreational oppor-
tunities for the en-
tire trail community. 
The Michigan DNR 
provided tremen-
dous support in the 
construction of the 
pedestrian tunnel 
which allows trail us-
ers to safely cross un-
der M-52 in Chelsea. 
They also made land 
available for the site 
of the first dedicated 
B2B Trailhead at Lyn-
don Township. The 
DNR has continued 
to expand safe access 
to the B2B by creating 
connectivity between 
the Pinckney and Wa-

terloo Recreation ar-
eas, two of Michigan’s 
most beautiful recre-
ational assets.

Legacy Builder 
Community Award – 
Awarded to Michigan 
Outdoor Freedom 
Operations (MIOFO) 
for facilitating the con-
struction of two barri-
er-free hunting blinds 
and wildlife viewing 
blinds available at the 
Pinckney Recreation 
Area. These blinds are 
reached via the B2B 
Trailhead in Lyndon 
Township off North 
Territorial Road. In-
clusivity and provid-
ing access for all com-
munity members is 
central to the purpose 
of the Border-to-Bor-
der Trail. The work by 
MIOFO has expanded 
the accessible hunting 
infrastructure and op-
portunities for wildlife 
watching and photog-
raphy along the B2B 
Trail and throughout 
southern Michigan.

Legacy Builder 
Volunteer Award – 
Awarded to Rob and 
Linda Mahan (Team 
Mahan) for their 
hard work and ded-
ication to HWPI in 
2020. Team Mahan 
assisted in candidate 
screening, interviews 
and hiring, newslet-
ter and website devel-
opment, technology 
support and ongoing 
assistance on projects 
when needed. The 
dedication shown by 
Team Mahan has been 
extremely valuable to 
the organization this 
year, and years past.

Legacy Build-
er Donor Award 
– Awarded to Mary 
Jane and Steve Olsen 
for their ongoing fi-
nancial contributions 
to HWPI. Mary Jane 
and Steve became 
HWPI’s first recur-
ring donors, making 
the commitment to 
donating to the orga-
nization on a monthly 
basis. Over the past 
three years, these 
recurring contribu-
tions have allowed us 

to work towards our 
goals such as: building 
new miles of trail, im-
proving existing trails, 
adding trail amenities, 
allowing access to safe 
pathways, and con-
tributing to the health 
and wellness of our lo-
cal community.

Jeff Hardcastle, 
HWPI Board Chair 
shared that “We are 
thankful for the on-
going support that we 
have received from 
our partners across 
the community. Our 
progress would not 
have been possible 
without their hard 
work, dedication, con-
tributions, and com-
mitment to HWPI and 
our efforts to complete 
the B2B Trail”

For additional in-
formation please visit 
the HWPI website at: 
huron-waterloo-path-
ways.org
CONTACT INFOR-
MATION:
Jeff Hardcastle, HWPI 
Board Chair - Tel: 
734-604-0017, jdh@
hardwoodsolutions.
com
Susan Faulkner, 
HWPI Executive Di-
rector, Tel: 734-730-
5880 susanfaulkner@
huron-waterloo-path-
ways.org
Mackenzie Wisniews-
ki, HWPI Assistant 
Director, Tel: (808)-
430-2953 mwisniews-
ki@huron-water-
loo-pathways.org

ABOUT HWPI: 
Our mission is to 
facilitate the devel-
opment of non-mo-
torized recreational 
pathways and to help 
link Michigan’s grow-
ing network of trails. 
We are working in 
partnership with the 
WCPARC to complete 
the Border-to-Bor-
der Trail and realize 
our vision of healthy, 
active and connected 
communities.

14800 E Old US 
HWY 12, Chelsea 
MI, 48118 www.hu-
ron-waterloo-path-
ways.org



From: Lynn Sutfin
The Michigan De-

partment of Health 
and Human Services 
(MDHHS) updated 
its  epidemic order  to-
day to allow indoor 
activities where Mich-
iganders can remain 
masked, as this has been 
scientifically shown to 
slow the virus. This in-
cludes in-person learn-
ing at high schools and 
indoor entertainment 
venues. Casinos, bowl-
ing centers and movie 
theatres will be allowed 
to reopen with total ca-
pacity capped at 100; 
food and drink conces-
sions closed; and social 
distancing require-
ments in place. The new 
order is effective Mon-
day, Dec. 21 and will 
last until Friday, Jan. 15.

“These past few 
weeks, Michiganders 
across the state stepped 
up and did their part 
to slow the spread of 
COVID-19, and be-
cause of our collective 
hard work, we are now 
able to begin the steps 
to carefully lift some of 
the protocols we have 
in place,” said Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer. “I 
am encouraged by the 
progress we have made 
since early November, 
and will continue to 
monitor the data close-
ly during and after the 
holidays. One of the 
most important things 
Michiganders can do 
right now is make a 
plan to get the safe 
and effective vaccine 
as soon as it’s available 
to you. And as always: 

MDHHS Begins Cautious Re-Opening of High Schools and 
Indoor Entertainment, Modifying Successful "Pause"

Gatherings remain limited, but high schools, casinos, bowling alleys, theaters can reopen

mask up, practice safe 
social distancing, and 
avoid indoor gatherings 
where COVID-19 can 
easily spread from per-
son to person. We will 
eradicate this virus to-
gether.”

“We have made 
some progress in our 
fight against this pan-
demic, and this was a 
historical week as we 
started to distribute 
life-saving vaccines,” 
said Dr. Joneigh Khal-
dun, chief medical ex-
ecutive and chief deputy 
for health at MDHHS. 
“It is important that ev-
eryone continues to do 

their part. Start plan-
ning for when you will 
get a vaccine when it 
is available to you, and 
let’s avoid a surge in 
cases after the holidays 
by avoiding gatherings, 
wearing our masks, and 
continuing to socially 
distance.”

Previously, MDH-
HS had identified sta-
bilization or  declines 
in three metrics as crit-
ical for relaxing pro-
tocols. Michigan saw 
improvements across 
all three following the 
“pause” implemented in 
mid-November:

Hospital capacity 

dedicated to COVID-19 
patients:13-day decline; 
current capacity is at 
17.3% for beds with 
COVID-19 patients. 
Peaked at 20.1% on 
Tuesday, Dec. 1.

Overall case rates: 
27-day decline; cur-
rently at 439 cases per 
million. Peaked at 739 
cases per million on 
Saturday, Nov. 14.

Positivity rate: 11-
day decline; currently at 
10.6% positive tests. Re-
cently peaked at 14.3% 
on Friday, Dec. 4. 

“ M i c h i g a n d e r s 
should be proud: we 
have made incredible 

progress over the last 
month. But we could 
easily lose that prog-
ress and endanger our 
hospitals again over 
the next two weeks,” 
said MDHHS Direc-
tor Robert Gordon. “At 
Thanksgiving, most 
Michiganders sacrificed 
and avoided family 
get-togethers. We need 
to do the same thing 
this holiday season. 
Then we can re-engage 
more activities sooner 
and more safely.”   

Indoor residential 
gatherings remain lim-
ited to 10 people and 
two households. MDH-

HS continues to urge 
families to avoid indoor 
gatherings or to pick a 
single other household 
to interact with con-
sistent with  guidance 
already released by the 
department. Families 
are encouraged to stay 
home this holiday sea-
son to maintain the 
positive momentum 
that has developed 
and to protect loved 
ones. Families are also 
encouraged to  Mask 
Up, Mask Right, using 
new guidance for what 
masks to wear and how 
to wear them.
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From Joseph Yekulis
For Christians, the 

birth of Christ is the 
reason for the season, 
and in spite of the many 
challenges we’ve faced 
in 2020 as a result of 
this year’s pandemic, St. 
Louis Center has been 
truly blessed, as every 
resident has remained 
healthy and COVID-
free this year. And 
along with their health, 
the residents are also 
grateful for the Christ-
mas season and the 
tremendous outpour-
ing of love and support 
they’ve received from 
the local community 
throughout Washten-
aw County and beyond. 
Along with the many 
people who have made 
year-end contribu-
tions to assist with this 
year’s pandemic related 
budget deficit, many 

Christmas is Alive and Well at 
St. Louis Center in 2020

groups and organiza-
tions have made special 
efforts to help the resi-
dents feel special and 
know that they have 
not been forgotten. To 
all of you, our residents 
say “Thank You!”

That includes the 
following groups of 
supporters who have 
gone out of their way 
to help make this year 

special with their 
Christmas gifts:
Arab American and 
Chaldean Council
Knights of Columbus 
Council #7891 – Holy 
Spirit Parish, Brighton
Marine Corps Toys for 
Tots – UM Ann Arbor
Order of Alhambra 
– Manresa Caravan - 
Northville
Our Lady of Fatima 

Catholic Church – 
Michigan Center
St. Andrew Catholic 
Church – Saline
St. Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church – Ann 
Arbor
St. Mary Catholic 
Church – Chelsea
Thetford Corporation 
– Dexter/Scio Twp.
The Tocco Family – 
Bloomfield Twp.

Ugly Dog Distillery - 
Chelsea

To get into the 
Christmas spirit, the 
residents participated 
in a Christmas parade 
around the campus 
of St. Louis Center on 
Thursday December 
17th, with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus making an 
appearance. 

For more infor-

mation about St. Louis 
Center or to donate, 
please visit www.st-
louiscenter.org, or call 
734-475-8430. St. Louis 
Center is a residential 
care facility for chil-
dren and adults with 
intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities 
celebrating its 60th An-
niversary this year.

Scott Wright, Parish Outreach 
Ministry, St. Francis of Assisi, 
Ann Arbor with parish gifts

Cathy, Nancy and Supervisor 
Mellinda enjoy the show. 
Photos by Kelly Flaherty.

Joey and Brian are in the 
Christmas Spirit

Mrs. Claus and Santa wave from 
the back of their sleigh

Lee prepares for the 
Christmas Parade

Antoine and Stanley wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas



From Bobby 
Maldonado

Leapfrog Hos-
pital Safety Grades, 
which assigns A, B, C, 
D and F letter grades 
to hospitals nation-
ally for patient safety, 
announced that St. 
Joseph Mercy Chel-
sea has received an 
“A” ranking on its 
Fall 2020 scorecard.   
Amid its response to 
COVID-19, St. Joe's 
was awarded an “A” 
for its commitment to 
keeping patients safe 
and meeting the high-
est safety standards in 
the United States.

Safety is a core val-
ue and a top priority 
for St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea.   When pa-
tients arrive for care 
to the hospital or in 
its Emergency De-

As hospitals nationwide 
respond to COVID-19 
surge, St. Joseph Mercy 

Chelsea receives "A" 
grade for patient safety
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partment, COVID-19 
safety protocols are in 
place to protect them 
and caregivers.   The 
hospital has desig-
nated COVID-Free 
Zones, is in possession 
of all personal protec-
tive equipment need-
ed, and offers both 
screening and testing 
for COVID-19 at the 
facility.   During the 
COVID-19 response, 
St. Joe's is following 
public health guide-
lines from the Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Cen-
ters for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services and 
the State of Michigan.

“I am extremely 
proud because I know 
how hard each and 
every member of our 
team works to pro-
vide safe, high qual-
ity care to patients,” 
said Nancy Graebner, 
president of St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea. “In 
these unique times, 
we have been forced 

to learn and adapt 
quickly.   Together, we 
have risen to the chal-
lenge and safeguarded 
the health and wellbe-
ing of our communi-
ty."

Developed under 
the guidance of a  na-
tional Expert Panel, 
the Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grade uses 28 
measures of public-
ly available hospital 
safety data to assign 
grades to more than 
2,600 U.S. acute-care 
hospitals twice per 
year.   The Hospital 
Safety Grade’s meth-
odology is peer-re-
viewed and fully 
transparent, and the 
results are free to the 
public.

To see St. Joseph 
Mercy Chelsea’s full 
grade details, learn 
how employers can 
help, and access pa-
tient tips for staying 
safe in the hospital, 
please visit  hospital-
safetygrade.org.


