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BALLET CHELSEA’S 
MAGICAL NUTCRACKER 

PERFORMANCE
Let the holiday 

season begin. Step 
into the Land of 
Sweets with Ballet 
Chelsea’s 28th Annu-
al Nutcracker - the 
perfect festive out-
ing for families and 
friends. Ballet Chel-
sea is collaborating 
once again with the 
Jackson Symphony 
Orchestra at the Pot-
ter Center, December 
12–14. Make the day 
extra sweet with the 
 continued on page 4

Story and more photos on page 2. Photos by Aimee Bingham.

Chelsea Holiday 
Traditions Underway

For many older 
adults, staying in their 
own home safely and 
independently is a top 
priority. Thanks to a 

Chelsea Senior Center and Chelsea 
Area Fire Authority Collaborate to 

Keep Seniors Safe at Home

collaboration between 
Chelsea Senior Center 
(CSC) and the Chelsea 
Area Fire Authority 
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Dec 5th was the an-
nual Tree Lighting Cer-
emony in Pierce Park.  
The Hometown Holiday 
Light Parade followed 
on Saturday, Dec 6th. If 
you missed these cher-
ished traditions, there 
are plenty of holiday 
traditions ongoing.  The 
Lightpole display and 
contest is a fun Home-
town Holidays tradition 
and can be viewed from 
the warmth of your car 
driving through town. 
Children can mail let-
ters to Santa in Palm-
er Commons, and the 
Santa Paws Pet Photo 
booth is at Lane Animal 
Hospital. The Ginger-
bread house display is 
at 102 E. Middle, and 

Chelsea Holiday 
Traditions 
Underway

Palmer auto service is 
accepting unwrapped 
gifts until noon on Dec 
12 to be distributed 
locally through Faith 
in Action. Events for 
Hometown Holiday can 
be found here https://
c h e l s e a m i c h . c o m /
hometown-holiday/. 
This week, Ballet Chel-
sea is gearing up for its 
28th year of perform-
ing The Nutcracker. The 
Ballet Chelsea version 
of the Nutcracker is 
performed at The Potter 
Center at Jackson Col-
lege and is performed 
with The Jackson Sym-
phony Orchestra, a 
choir, professional bal-
lerinas, and students of 
Ballet Chelsea. 

Students of Ballet 
Chelsea have been mak-
ing their rounds, visit-

ing local schools, senior 
centers, and the Chelsea 
District Library, to get 
the word out about their 
performances.  Last 
week, dancers wowed 
patrons of CDL’s story 
time.  The young at-
tendees wil surely want 
to attend the time-hon-
ored Sugar Plum Tea, 
which takes place on 
Sunday, Dec 14th at the 
Potter Center. Children 
will be provided copi-
ous treats, a craft and 
the magic of the Land of 
Sweet before the show 
on Sunday.  

Ballet Chelsea will 
perform on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday. 
Tickets are still available 
and can be purchased 
online at https://bal-
letchelsea.org/tickets/.
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Wednesday Nov. 
19th 2025, the Chelsea 
District Library hosted 
a discussion and learn-
ing opportunity for Li-
brary patrons.  Dr. Kyle 
Whyte,  Dr. Whyte is  a 
George Willis Pack Pro-
fessor in the School for 
Environment and Sus-
tainability and Univer-
sity Diversity and Social 
Transformation Profes-
sor at The University of 
Michigan. He is found-
ing Faculty Director of 
the Tishman Center for 

Indigenous Perspectives on 
National Parks and Public Lands

Social Justice and the 
Environment, Princi-
pal Investigator of the 
new Environmental Jus-
tice + Humanities Hub, 
co-Principal Investiga-
tor of the Global Center 
for Climate Change and 
Transboundary Waters, 
Faculty Associate of Na-
tive American Studies, 
Principal Investigator 
of the Secretariat for the 
Pathways Alliance for 
Change and Transfor-
mation, STRIDE Com-
mittee member, affiliate 
Professor of Philosophy, 
and Senior Fellow in 

the Michigan Society of 
Fellows.  His list of ac-
colades, previous work 
and research are too 
long to list. But, he is an 
impressive scholar, edu-
cator, and environmen-
tal activist. The McKune 
room was packed. 

When Dr. Whyte 
began speaking, I felt 
myself get uncomfort-
able. I’m going to be as 
honest as possible and 
face judgment with the 
hope that if you feel 
the same way, you will 
learn, as I did during 
his discussion.  He ex-
plained that when the 
US initiated the effort to 
preserve National Parks, 
people were removed 
from their land. I didn’t 
know that.  Naïve, yes, 
and blissfully unaware.  
I know historically the 
US has removed peo-
ple from their land. I 
know this act was vio-
lent and tragic for the 
people removed. I was 
uncomfortable because 
I feared he was going 
to tell the audience that 
the ethically right thing 

to do is to give back the 
land.  I am admittedly 
selfish and don’t want to 
lose our national park 
access. Initially, I was 
uncomfortable with 
the discussion. I know, 
I know, how incredibly 
selfish to want to keep 
something that is stolen 
from the rightful own-
ers. 

Dr. Whyte defined 
the term Indigenous. 
Native Americans are 
indigenous, but there 
are indigenous people 
all over the world.  In-
digenous people had 
their own form of gov-
ernment but a new re-
gime stepped in and 
removed their right to 
govern themselves. Of-
ten, these people were 
not represented in the 
new government. Often 
they were exposed to 
horrific human rights 
violations. Aborigines 
in Australia, for exam-
ple, could not vote and 
were forced into unpaid 
labor. Dr. Whyte assert-
ed that indigenous peo-
ple are historically more 

successful at meeting 
the goals of the Na-
tional Parks with fewer 
resources.  He used the 
Menominee tribe in 
Wisconsin. It owns and 
manages the Menom-
inee Forest. It is a 
230,000-acre forest and 
has been managed by 
the tribe for 160 years.   
It is a well-known ex-
ample of sustainable 
forestry world-wide. 
He then brought up the 
Sault St, Marie Tribe in 
Michigan.  20% are sub-
sistence farmers but the 
tribe has the smallest 
land base.  They make 
no decisions on habitats 
and the habitats are de-
clining.  He suggested 
the Hiawatha National 
Forest should be a part 
of their land base and 
the tribe should have a 
voice in how it’s man-
aged. 

What I learned from 
Dr. Whyte, through ex-
ample after example, 
was that allowing In-
digenous people a say 
in how lands dedicated 
to conservation is man-
aged produces a better 
outcome at a lower cost. 
He also alleviated my 
fears that I would not be 
able to enjoy the Nation-

al Parks if its manage-
ment was not handled 
as it is today.  Conserva-
tion, to indigenous peo-
ple, does not mean re-
moving people from the 
land. He detailed a legal 
fight between loggers 
and the First Nations of 
Vancouver Island.  The 
First Nations won the 
legal battle. Vancouver 
Island is still a tourist 
destination and offers a 
rich educational experi-
ence to visitors. Visitors 
are only asked to be re-
spectful of the culture 
and heritage of the area.  
Peru’s Potato Park is one 
such area and  Peru is 
the only nation in the 
world hitting what the 
Worldwatch Institute 
calls “the sustainabili-
ty sweet spot,” balanc-
ing both high levels of 
human development 
with environmentally 
sustainable levels of re-
source consumption. 
Unlike my initial fear, 
allowing Indigenous 
cultures to manage con-
servation areas does not 
mean losing the ability 
to visit.  It means re-
ducing costs associated 
with conservation and 
increasing protections 
for the areas.

By Aimee Bingham 
anbingham@gmail.com

Photo by Aimee Bingham

BARRY LONIK
TOWNSHIP LAND 
PROTECTION 
CONSULTANT 
(734) 223-2321

The Scio Township 
Land Preservation Pro-
gram recently closed 
on a conservation ease-
ment purchase from 
Carol Fletcher.  The 
property is nearly 16 
acres in size with front-
age on the east side of 
Zeeb Rd. north of Scio 
Church Rd.  Most of the 
property is agricultural 
and it includes an his-
toric house and barn.  
The conservation ease-
ment ensures that the 
land will never be de-
veloped but it remains 
in private ownership 
and is not open to the 
public.

Carol and Robert 

SCIO TOWNSHIP COMPLETES LAND 
PRESERVATION PROJECT

Fletcher (aka “Fletch”) 
purchased their farm 
in 1978.  Their prima-
ry motivation was that 
their children had been 
taking riding lessons 
and wanted a place to 
have their own horses.  
Carol and Fletch had 
spent time on farms as 
children and had good 
memories of those 
times.

The Fletchers are 
only the second owners 
of the farm.  It had been 
started by the Aprill 
family in the 1800s, so 
was a centennial farm 
when the Fletchers pur-
chased it.  Unfortunately 
it had once been much 
larger, but the last April 
to own it had gradually 
sold off pieces of land so 
this was what remained.  
Fortunately it contained 

the house plus all of the 
barns and outbuildings, 
so it still functions well 
as a farm.

It greatly troubled 
both of them to see so 
much farmland disap-
pearing.  In addition 
their children all have 
an enduring fondness 
and closeness to the 
farm.  Therefore, Carol 
views the conservation 
easement as the best 
way to maintain the 
"jewel" with which they 
were blessed. 

Conservation ease-
ments are permanent 
deed restrictions on 
the use of a property.  
Purchasing easements 
costs less than buying 
the property and keeps 
the property on the tax 
rolls and contributing to 
the local economy.  Scio 

Township’s dedicated 
land preservation mill-
age provided the entire 
purchase price for this 
conservation easement 
purchase. 

Scio Township’s land 
preservation program is 
funded by a dedicated 
millage which voters 
passed initially in 2004 
and renewed twice, all 
by large margins.  The 
Township has attract-
ed over $12 million of 
matching funds from 
other sources, a rate of 
over $1.5 to $1 of its 
own.  With this project 
the Township program 
has been involved in 
protecting 1,735 acres, 
with more projects set 
to close in the coming 
months.
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BALLET CHELSEA’S MAGICAL 
NUTCRACKER PERFORMANCE

Sugar Plum Tea on 
December 14. Limit-
ed seats, reserve your 
tickets today! 

Make it a holiday 
tradition—get your 

tickets now! For more 
information, visit 
www.balletchelsea.
org/tickets/. Decem-
ber 12 at 7 pm, De-
cember 13 at 12 pm 
and 5 pm, and De-

cember 14 at 2 pm, 
Sugar Plum Tea at 12 
pm on December 14. 
Don’t miss out on this 
festive experience! 
www.balletchelsea.
org/tickets/.

As a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, Ballet 
Chelsea's mission 
transcends the stage, 
aiming to shape re-
silient individuals 
through impeccable 

training and perfor-
mance artistry while 
giving back to the 
community through 
the transformative 
power of arts educa-
tion and outreach.

Contact Informa-
tion:
D&B Strategic Mar-
keting
doris@dandbmarketing.com 
Ballet Chelsea 
jean@balletchelsea.org

A Brief Stop: Chelsea Senior Center Helping 
Seniors Live with Confidence

A Brief Stop: 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter Helping Seniors 
Live with Confidence

For many older 
adults, a trip to the 
store is not as simple 
as it once was. Limit-
ed mobility, caregiv-
ing demands, fixed 
incomes, or unreli-
able transportation 
can turn even the 
most essential er-
rands into real hur-
dles. Beginning De-
cember 2, the Chelsea 
Senior Center is step-
ping up to quietly and 
respectfully help with 
the kind of neighbor-
ly care that has long 
defined the organiza-
tion.

The Chelsea Se-
nior Center’s new-
est initiative, A Brief 

Stop, is a discreet 
personal needs closet 
offering adult briefs, 
pads, and related care 
products to area se-
niors. The goal is sim-
ple, explains Jennifer 
Smith, CSC Executive 
Director: “We want to 
meet needs with dig-
nity and ensure that 
seniors can go about 
their daily lives with 
confidence, comfort, 
and one less worry.”

Located inside the 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter at 512 Washington 
Street, A Brief Stop is 
designed to supple-
ment regular needs 
and be a discreet, 
easily accessible, fre-
quently available 
space.

Open Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays from 9:30 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., A 
Brief Stop welcomes 
all area seniors. Mem-
bership at the Senior 
Center is not required. 
Visitors provide ba-
sic information, and 
while supplies are 
free of charge, rea-
sonable limits are in 
place to ensure that 
as many seniors as 
possible can benefit 
each week. Donations 
of products and fi-
nancial support will 
help keep the shelves 
stocked, and volun-
teers play a central 
role in creating a 
warm, welcoming, 
respectful environ-
ment.

Staff and volun-
teers emphasize pri-
vacy, kindness, and 
the belief that no one 
should have to choose 
between personal 
comfort and daily 
connection with fam-
ily, friends, and com-
munity.

Chelsea Senior 
Center is already 
looking beyond its 
doors, planning out-
reach to homebound 
seniors starting with 
their current Meals 

on Wheels recipients 
and caregivers who 
regularly visit the 
building. 

A Brief Stop is 
the latest expansion 
of Chelsea Commu-
nity Senior Services 
(C2S2), launched by 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter in 2013 as a grass-
roots partnership 
focused on  helping 
older adults age safe-
ly and independently 
in their own homes. 
“All that we offer 
through the Chelsea 
Senior Center seeks 
to support our com-
munity members as 
they  age,” says Exec-
utive Director Jenni-
fer Smith, “allowing 
seniors to live safely, 
independently, in a 
familiar environment 
regardless of age, in-
come, or ability, and 
to live each day as 
they choose.” Today, 
C2S2 continues to be 
at the core of Chelsea 
Senior Center’s mis-
sion.

That mission now 
includes a robust ar-
ray of services: the 
Senior Nutrition 
Program which in-
cludes home-deliv-

ered meals as well 
as onsite senior café 
meals, blood pres-
sure checks, a notary 
public, paper shred-
ding services, Secre-
tary of State Mobile 
Office appointments, 
technology support, 
mending services, 
caregiver respite, 
transportation to 
and from doctor’s 
appointments, and 
tax preparation as-
sistance in addition 
to Chelsea Senior 
Center’s regular of-
ferings such as sup-
port groups, fitness 
and movement class-
es, enrichment pro-
grams, and countless 
opportunities to so-
cialize and stay en-
gaged.

The launch of A 
Brief Stop is made 
possible thanks to re-
cent funding from the 
Washtenaw County 
Board of Commis-
sioners, allocated to 
the Chelsea Senior 
Center and 10 other 
senior centers. Col-
lected through the 
county’s Older Per-
sons Millage, these 
funds empower each 
center to meet the 

unique needs of its 
community and to 
continue being the 
“trusted boots on the 
ground” serving local 
seniors.

With careful plan-
ning and a strong 
track record of finan-
cial stewardship, the 
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter is able to put these 
funds to work imme-
diately in ways that 
make an immediate, 
meaningful differ-
ence. A Brief Stop is 
the first of many new 
initiatives to come.

Keeping A 
Brief Stop running 
smoothly depends on 
the community. Vol-
unteer hours are flex-
ible and meaningful. 
For more information 
about services, volun-
teering, or donations, 
contact the Chelsea 
Senior Center at 734-
475-9242.

A Brief Stop is 
more than a closet of 
products, it’s a con-
tinuation of Chelsea 
Senior Center’s com-
mitment to helping 
all of us can age with 
dignity, connection, 
and confidence.

Brio Living Services 
recently announced the 
promotion of two of its 

Aging Services Organization Names 
Two New Executive Directors 

Russell, Shores Advance to Lead Brio Living Services’ Flagship Communities
team members to ex-
ecutive positions at its 
flagship communities, 
following the retirement 
this month of Cheryl 
VanBemden, Execu-
tive Director of Brio’s 
Porter Hills Village and 
Green House® Homes in 
Grand Rapids. VanBe-
mden has served in 
leadership roles at Por-
ter Hills, now Brio Liv-
ing Services, for more 
than twenty years.

Kathy Russell, who 

has served Brio’s Chel-
sea-area communities 
since 2018, most recent-
ly as Executive Director 
of Chelsea Retirement 
Community (CRC), 
The Pines, and The Ce-
dars of Dexter, will take 
on the role of Executive 
Director at Porter Hills 
Village and the Green 
House Homes, effective 
December 1. 

“I have a genuine 
passion for serving old-
er adults and ensuring  continued on page 5

their lives are filled with 
purpose, dignity, and 
joy,” said Russell. “I am 
eager to contribute my 
skills and dedication to 
the residents and team 
members of Porter Hills 
Village and the Green 
House Homes.”

Jennifer Shores 
has served Chelsea Re-
tirement Community 
(CRC) for six years, 
as Director of Nurs-
ing and, most recently, 
as Nursing Home Ad-

ministrator for CRC’s 
Kresge Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation Center. 
She has been promoted 
to the position of Exec-
utive Director for CRC, 
The Pines, and The Ce-
dars of Dexter vacated 
by Russell. 

Shores, who has 
worked in the field of 
aging services for the 
past two decades, said, 
“I found my passion 
through combining 
nursing and administra-

tion to be able to over-
see and ensure that we 
encompass all aspects of 
resident life with a ho-
listic approach. I am re-
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(CAFA), that goal is 
more attainable for se-
niors throughout the 
Chelsea area.

As part of Chelsea 
Community Senior 
Services (C2S2), a 
Chelsea Senior Center 
program, two simple 
but life-saving tools - 
emergency lock boxes 

Chelsea Senior Center and Chelsea Area Fire 
Authority Collaborate to Keep Seniors Safe at Home

and highly visible re-
flective address signs 
- are again available to 
local seniors. 

One of the biggest 
challenges first re-
sponders face during 
emergency calls is 
gaining quick access 
to a home when a res-
ident cannot answer 
the door. The lock box 
initiative solves that 
problem.

Each lock box se-
curely holds a house 
key provided by the 
senior. In an emergen-
cy, CAFA personnel 
can retrieve the key 
using a code to which 
they have sole access, 
allowing them to enter 
the home immediate-
ly without breaking 
down doors or caus-
ing costly damage.

“This is about re-
moving barriers to 
care,” said Jennifer 
Smith, Chelsea Se-
nior Center Executive 
Director. “Minutes 

matter in an emergen-
cy, and this program 
helps ensure first re-
sponders can reach 
someone as quickly 
and safely as possible.”

To participate, se-
niors simply complete 
a form at the Chelsea 
Senior Center and 
bring it to the Chel-
sea Area Fire Author-
ity at 200 W. Middle 
St. in Chelsea. CAFA 
installs the lock box 
at no charge for se-
niors who live within 
its service area, which 
includes the City of 
Chelsea, the Town-
ships of Lima, Lyn-
don, and Sylvan, and 
a portion of Dexter 
Township.

The second safety 
initiative focuses on 
making homes easier 
to find in emergencies. 
CAFA, through the 
Chelsea Fire Fighters 
Local 1889, offers cus-
tomized reflective ad-
dress signs designed 

to be highly visible at 
all hours.

“These signs may 
seem simple, but they 
can make a tremen-
dous difference when 
seconds count,” said 
Jon Van Hoek, Chel-
sea Senior Center 
Assistant Director. 
“Being able to quickly 
locate the right home 
can save critical time 
during emergencies.”

The reflective signs 
are available in green 
or blue with white 
or gold numbers. Se-
niors can fill out the 
necessary paperwork 
at the Chelsea Senior 
Center and take it to 
CAFA, who will create 
the sign. Homeowners 
then install the sign 
themselves. Reflective 
signs are available re-
gardless of where the 
senior lives.

Thanks to fund-
ing from Washtenaw 
County’s Older Per-
sons Millage, Chelsea 

Senior Center covers 
the cost of lock boxes 
and reflective signs for 
seniors 60 and older. 

“These tools of-
fer peace of mind for 
our citizens and our 
firefighters knowing 
we can readily locate 
an address and gain 
access to the home 
without undue force, 
all in optimum time,” 
said Fire Chief Robert 
Arbini. “If you have a 
lock box and need to 
change the key, a quick 
call to the fire station 
at 734-475-8755 will 
get you scheduled 
with the on-duty fire-
fighters who will take 
care of replacing the 
old key with the new 
one.”

Together, CSC and 
CAFA are demon-
strating how commu-
nity partnerships can 
deliver simple solu-
tions with powerful 
impact. By combining 
emergency services 

expertise with senior 
support resources, the 
two organizations are 
helping older adults 
stay safely in their 
homes while giving 
families greater peace 
of mind. 

Seniors or family 
members interested 
in either program can 
call the Chelsea Senior 
Center at 734-475-
9242 or stop by 512 
Washington Street, 
Chelsea, for more in-
formation and to ac-
cess forms.

Chelsea Senior 
Center (CSC) is a 
501c3 nonprofit orga-
nization in Chelsea, 
Michigan. Its mission 
is to enhance the qual-
ity of life and well-be-
ing for area seniors 
and their families.  
Chelsea Senior Center 
is located at 512 Wash-
ington Street. Contact 
CSC at connected@
chelseaseniors.org or 
(734) 475-9242. 

We’re gathering a 
panel of current female 
college athletes (and 
their moms) to share 
what the journey has 
really been like—what 
they loved, what sur-
prised them, and what 
they wish someone had 
told them before re-
cruiting, committing, 
competing, and even 
transferring. You’ll hear 
stories from athletes at 
a variety of school di-
visions, plus practical 
guidance from a men-
tal-health professional 
who understands the 

Dreaming About Playing College Sports?
For Middle and High School Girls - and 

the Families Who Cheer Them On
Join us for an honest, inspiring 

conversation designed just for you.
pressures student ath-
letes face.

We chose this hol-
iday time frame so our 
college athletes could be 
home to talk with you in 
person. It’s the perfect 
opportunity for girls in 
middle or high school 
(and the women in their 
lives) to get real insight 
into the world of college 
sports.

This program is 
hosted by The Sky, a 
women-owned, small, 
local business dedicated 
to empowering women 
and girls to pursue their 

goals with passion and 
integrity. Explore more 
of our offerings at linktr.
ee/excitethesky.

• Date & Time: Sun-
day, December 21, 2025 
· 1:30–3:00 pm

• Location: MOVE 
Wellness — 3780 Jack-
son Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 
48103

• Registration: $30 
for two people · Space is 
limited

• Register here: 
dreamingaboutplay-
i n g c o l l e g e s p o r t s .
eventbrite.com

ally looking forward to 
continuing to grow with 
an amazing organiza-
tion and being able to 
touch and support the 
entire community with-
in CRC, The Cedars of 
Dexter, and The Pines.”

Nicole Maag, Brio’s 
Chief of Residential Ser-
vices, said, “At Brio, we 
are dedicated to grow-
ing and preparing lead-
ers for advancement. 
Jennifer’s continued 
dedication to excellence 
and growth in leader-
ship has positioned her 
well for this next step. 
She will be a wonderful 
addition to the residen-
tial leadership team.”

Russell, who helped 

Aging Services 
Organization Names Two 
New Executive Directors 
Russell, Shores Advance to Lead Brio 

Living Services’ Flagship Communities
 ➢ continued from page 4 oversee the construc-

tion and renovations at 
CRC’s Kresge Health-
care and Rehabilitation 
Center, completed in 
2021, “brings her ex-
pertise to Porter Hills 
Village, currently un-
dergoing its own major 
transformation to bet-
ter serve older adults in 
West Michigan,” Maag 
said. “We are excited 
to have Kathy move 
to Porter Hills Village 
and the Green House 
Homes. Her many years 
of experience and her 
deep dedication to the 
mission of Brio Living 
Services will serve these 
communities well.”

Maag shared her 
gratitude for VanBem-

den as well: “Cheryl has 
been a cornerstone of 
both Porter Hills Village 
and the Green House 
Homes for many years. 
She led the charge in 
resident-directed care 
by opening the Green 
House Homes as its ad-
ministrator and then 
went on to accomplish 
countless other initia-
tives which have direct-
ly benefited the older 
adults we serve. Her 
dedication to residents, 
team members, and 
families will leave a last-
ing legacy, one which 
we are incredibly grate-
ful for.”

Learn more about 
Brio Living Services at 
MyBrio.org.
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Chelsea Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
Incident #: 25-4626

Location: 1200 block of S. Main Street

Date: December 2, 2025

Time: 8:23 pm

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was 
dispatched to the 
1200 block of S. Main 
Street for the report of 
a retail fraud that had 
taken place earlier in 
the evening. Upon ar-
rival the officer met 
with the complainant 
who stated that at 
4:34 pm the suspect, 
later identified as a 
54-year-old Howell 
woman had been ob-
served leaving the 
premises with mer-
chandise and failing 

to pay for the items. 
The complainant stat-
ed that he reviewed 
video surveillance 
footage of the suspect 
shopping and con-
cealing items with-
in her backpack and 
clothing. The com-
plainant stated that 
the suspect proceeded 
to pay for some items 
but did not pay for 
the items that she had 
concealed and then 
left the premises. The 
complainant stated 
that he had reviewed 
additional camera 

footage of the suspect 
and found that on 
November 11, 2025 
at 6:38 pm, the sus-
pect was observed on 
camera committing a 
similar method of re-
tail fraud. The officer 
attempted to contact 
the suspect by tele-
phone but was unsuc-
cessful and received 
no answer. The case 
remains open pend-
ing warrant submis-
sion and review by the 
Washtenaw County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

December 12, 2025    

Incident #: 25-4601

Location: 100 block of W. Middle Street

Date: December 1, 2025

Time: 10:53 am

INFORMATION: 
While on routine pa-
trol an officer was 
dispatched to the 100 
block of W. Middle 
Street for the report 
of a retail fraud that 
was believed to have 
occurred sometime 
between Monday, 
November 24th and 

Wednesday, Novem-
ber 26th. The com-
plainant stated that 
recently it had been 
discovered that two 
Santa figurines, both 
approximately 30” 
tall

had been taken. 
The complainant stat-
ed that there were no 

signs of forced entry 
into the building and 
there was no record of 
the items being pur-
chased by a patron of 
the business. At the 
time of the report 
there was no further 
information available 
on the identity of the 
suspect(s).

The announce-
ment of JD’s Stage 
Bistro marked the 
realization of a long-
held dream for Tan-
nin Property Group 
and a significant in-
vestment in the future 
of downtown Chel-
sea. Today, the team is 
sharing a deeper look 
at how that vision is 
taking shape at 117-
½ South Main Street. 
This update invites the 
community further 
into the creative pro-
cess through the per-
spective of lead design-
er Aaron Vermeulen, 
AIA.

“Bringing a twen-
ty-year-old dream to 
life involves imagina-
tion and the careful 
shaping of physical 
space. It all started 
with an old door on 
Main Street. I pictured 
a marquee overhead, 
its exposed bulbs glow-
ing like the theaters of 
a century ago. I knew 
it would take an entire 
team, from a meticu-
lous door maker to a 
supportive community 
with a shared vision, to 
make this project pos-
sible.

Partnering with 
Jeff Daniels, our goal 
is simple: evoke old 
memories to create 
new ones, using design 
that honors Chelsea’s 
past while setting the 
stage for exceptional 
music.”

The entrance re-
flects this intention. 
A handcrafted cherry 
wood door is inlaid 
with stained-glass im-
agery of an olive in a 
martini glass, a play-
ful symbol of gather-
ings to come. At the 
same time, an Art De-

The Design of JD’s Stage Bistro

co-inspired marquee 
announces artists and 
community events, an-
choring the new venue 
to Main Street’s histor-
ic charm.

“From the mo-
ment guests step in-
side, we want them to 
feel transported.”

A shimmering 
1920s-style chandelier 
sets the tone. A stair-
case leads down to the 
stage lobby, where the 
building opens up into 
two defining spaces: 
the stage room and the 
bistro.

The stage room 
is designed to feel in-
timate, moody, and 
cinematic. A corner 
stage, vintage cocktail 
bar, and cabaret-style 
seating create the at-
mosphere of a classic 
listening room. Stone 
walls pay tribute to 
Chelsea’s history, while 
Edison phonograph 
horns are repurposed 
as lighting, a nod to 
early sound innova-
tion. A hidden green 
room and additional 
backstage seating offer 
memorable experienc-
es for artists and spe-
cial guests.

The bistro is in-
tentionally bright and 
open, anchored by a 
custom wood-fired 
oven and a main kitch-
en framed by dramatic 
mahogany doors sal-
vaged from the Wal-
dorf Astoria in New 
York City, a detail tying 
world-class hospital-
ity to Chelsea’s local 
charm. Folding glass 
doors extend the space 
to a screened-in patio, 
supported by an ancil-
lary kitchen and three 
bars designed to serve 
diners, concertgoers, 

and private events.
Unique vaulted 

rooms throughout the 
venue create oppor-
tunities for gather-
ings of all kinds. The 
largest, known as the 
Newsroom, features 
a wine vault, private 
bar, chandeliers, and 
adaptive lighting, an 
ideal backdrop for 
celebrations or cor-
porate events. Above 
the vaults and beneath 
the stage room, util-
ities have been fully 
integrated to preserve 
clean lines and unin-
terrupted sightlines 
throughout.

Another distinct 
space, Vinyl Lounge, 
offers a secluded 
lounge designed for 
unfiltered, pure-vinyl 
listening, a testament 
to the project’s com-
mitment to music in its 
most authentic form.

Art and storytell-
ing will run through 
every space. JD’s Stage 
Bistro will showcase 
a growing collection 
of Chelsea historical 
artifacts, music mem-
orabilia, and tributes 
to Jeff Daniels’s career, 
all woven together to 
celebrate the town, its 
people, and its creative 
spirit.

“What began as 
an idea behind an old 
Main Street door is be-
coming a fully realized 
experience. Every de-
sign decision reflects 
Chelsea’s history, char-
acter, and the commu-
nity we love.”  —Aaron 
Vermeulen, AIA. 

Media Contact:
doris@dandbmarketing.com

JD’s Stage Bistro 
Contact: 
amanda@jdsstagebistro.com 


