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Gathering at the Table: The Don Cole

Community Thanksgiving Lunch
Honors 60 Years of Chelsea Tradition

In Chelsea, the
Thanksgiving season
arrives not just with
crisp air and falling
leaves, but with the
gathering of commu-
nity members to share
a special Thanksgiving
meal. The Don Cole
Community Thanks-
giving Lunch, present-
ed by Cole Funeral
Chapel, is an annual
tradition at the Chel-
continued on page 7
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Step Back in Time at Chelsea’s
Historic Homes Tour

The Chelsea Area
Historical Society
(CAHS) invites you
to celebrate the sea-
son with its beloved

Semi-Annual His-
toric Homes Tour,
taking place Saturday;,
December 6, from
1-4 p.m. as part of
Chelsea’s Hometown
Holiday festivities.

Wander through
six beautifully pre-
served historic
homes, each lovingly
decorated for the hol-
idays and brimming
with  stories from

Chelsea’s past. Knowl-
edgeable guides will
be on hand to share
the charming tales
and rich histories that
make each home a
treasured part of our
community.

Bundle up, bring
a friend, and enjoy an
afternoon filled with
the warmth of histo-
ry, holiday cheer, and
hometown spirit.

Tickets

Find all the details
and purchase tickets
online at www.Chel-
seaHistory.org, or

stop by one of these
friendly local spots:

o Chelsea Home-
town Pharmacy

« The Garden Mill

« CAHS Muse-
um (open Saturdays,
noon-3 p.m.)

Every ticket pur-
chased helps support
the ongoing efforts of
the Chelsea Area His-
torical Society, keep-
ing our shared history
alive for generations
to come.

Chelsea Painters Hold
Pop Up Art Fair

Art Sale: Chel-
sea Painters is in their
50th year of art fair in
Chelsea. In December

many members will
share their art with a
"Pop Up" Art Fair. Sun-
day December 7 12-4

at the Chelsea Com-
munity  Fairgrounds
service building.

[Roofed|by,Billy,WhitelRoofing]
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Individual and
Couples counseling

“Specializing in the concerns
of Adolescence"

- Depression

15 Years
in Western

Washtenaw

« Anxiety

« ADHD

« High functioning

Autism

*Offer a Sliding Fee for Seniors *
Namaste Family Services, LLC
Michael Patterson, LMSW
734-231-0659
mpatterson.msw@gmail.com

County

namastefamilyservices.org
Serving Western Washtenaw and Jackson counties
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Food Insecurity

By Aimee Bingham
anbingham@gmail.com
Halloween is over.
The time has changed.
And the clock has run
out on the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance
Program, or SNAP
There is a contingen-
cy fund, which, at the
time of print, appears
to have been ordered
by a judge to be used
during the shutdown.
I'm not certain what the
outcome will be when
the article is printed.
According to Health for
All Washtenaw, 8.9% of
residents in Washtenaw
County receive SNAP
benefits. That translates
to about 33,275 people
39% of SNAP recipients

are children national-
ly. 36% nationally are
seniors. I am person-
ally concerned for the
well-being of those
who may or may not
receive benefits during
the shutdown. I sus-
pect 'm not alone in
this concern.  People
who are not facing food
insecurity may want to
know what can be done
to help. Locally, we have
two great organizations
that can always use
community support.
Faith In Action is
a community-funded
assistance and resource
center with locations
in Chelsea and Dexter,
Michigan. Faith in Ac-
tion has partnered with

the Chelsea District
Library to hold a food
drive. The drive began
November 1. Nonper-
ishable items can be
dropped in the boxes
located in the library’s
lobby anytime the li-
brary is open through-
out November. The
Faith In Action website
updates the most-need-
ed items monthly.
Check the website to
see what is most need-
ed today. If dropping
oft nonperishable items
is not something you’re
interested in doing, you
can make a financial
donation on the web-
site at: https://faithin-
actionl.org/donate/ or
mail a donation to:

Faith in Action 603
S. Main St.Chelsea, MI
48118

Another program
serving ~ Washtenaw
County is Food Gath-
erers. According to the
Food Gatherers web-
site, "We rescue local
food and leverage state
and national food re-
sources for hunger re-
lief. We lead a network
of hunger relief provid-
ers and engage the pub-
lic in the fight against
hunger. We create and
sustain innovative new
food programs in re-
sponse to emerging
needs. We recognize
that hunger will not be
solved through the pro-
vision of food alone, so

we advocate for policies
and system changes to
create an equitable food
system.”

The Food Gather-
ers website provides
several options for
community members
to help. Donations of
food, perishable and
nonperishable, can be
made at 1 Carrot Way,
Ann Arbor, MI 48105,
Monday-Friday,  9:00
a.m. - 4:45 p.m. Mon-
etary donations can be
made online at https://
www.foodgatherers.
org/get-involved/do-
natepage/give-funds/
donate-form/.  Food
Gatherers will also help
you host a food drive.
During the summer
months, when your
zucchini, tomatoes, and
cucumbers are pro-
ducing more than your
family can eat, Food

Gatherers will take
what you grow. When
you do Spring planting,
consider planting a row
to donate. If you don’t
have expendable
come to help either pro-
gram, you can also help
by volunteering your
time. Both organiza-
tions can always use any
help community mem-
bers are willing to give.
To volunteer for Faith
in Action visit: https://
faithinactionl.org/vol-
unteer/ or call or email
Dawn (734) 475-3305,
or dlindemann@faithi-
nactionl.org. Food
Gatherers is also happy
to have volunteers help.
Kids as young as 8 can
volunteer with an adult
in the warehouse, visit
https://www.foodgath-
erers.org/get-involved/
volunteer/ for more in-
formation.

in-

Ballet Chelsea Extends Heartfelt Thanks for Community
Support In the 2025 Partner With Us Campaign

Ballet Chelsea
would like to express
its heartfelt gratitude to
everyone who contrib-
uted to the 2025 Part-
ner With Us fundrais-
ing campaign! Their
Peer-to-Peer Campaign
raised an impressive
$16,428 toward their
$30,000 goal.

This generosity rep-
resents a vital contribu-
tion that enables Ballet
Chelsea to continue
enriching the commu-
nity through the trans-
formative power of
movement and music.
The impact of this sup-
port resonates through
their classes and per-
formances,  allowing
Ballet Chelsea to offer
inclusive and mean-
ingful experiences for

dancers of all ages
and skill levels. One
of their students
just celebrated their
102nd birthday!
Every dollar
raised plays a cru-
cial role in sustain-
ing the nonprofit's
mission and ex-
panding access to
quality dance edu-
cation in the com-
munity. Ballet Chel-
sea will keep the
donation page open
through the end of
the year. For those
who haven't yet had

the opportunity to
contribute, you still
have time to make
a gift. Every contri-
bution, big or small,
makes a significant
difference in the
lives of dancers and
the community at
large. In addition to
the outreach events
they have done this year,
namely Chelsea Com-
munity  Foundation's
Ann Feeney Leadership
Awards, North Creek
School, and the Chelsea
Senior Center, the bal-
ance of 2025 includes
the following commu-
nity-hosted events:

o Chelsea  Retire-

ment Community -
November 6th, 10:30-
11:00 am

e Dexter  District
Library - November 8,
11 am

o Grass Lake Senior
Center - November 10,
12:45-1:15 pm

o Silver Maples of
Chelsea - November
19, 3:00-3:30 pm

e Chelsea  Retire-
ment Community -
November 20, 10:30-
11:00 am

o Library Day @
Chelsea District Li-
brary - December 4,
9:15-11:15 am

Ballet Chelsea ex-
tends its thanks for the
generous support. They
are shaping the future

of dance education and
inspiring the next gen-
eration of performers.
For more information
or to donate, please vis-
it  www.balletchelsea.
org.

As a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, Ballet Chelsea’s
mission is to build
strong individuals
through  high-caliber
training and perfor-
mance excellence while
giving back to the com-
munity that supports us
through arts education
and outreach.
Contacts:

D&B Strategic Mar-
keting
doris@dandbmarketing.com
Ballet Chelsea
jean@balletchelsea.org

Savings in Chelsea

- RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL -

No Job Too Small or Too Big

IS IT TIME FOR
YOUR SEPTIC TANK
CHECK UP?

- RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL -
No Job Too Small or Too Big

- COMPLETE EXCAVATING SERVICES

General Excavating - Earth Mbving = Trucking
Screened Top Soil - Sand - Gravel Driveway
Landscape Materials - Basements - Site Development

SEPTIC SYSTEM SERVICE

Septic Tanks Cleaned - Installed - Repaired
Drainfield Installed - Repaired
Other Excavating

http://www.bollinger-septic.com/ http://www.bollinger-septic.com/
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CPDT-KA, M.S. Applied Behavior Analysis

www.lauraperkinsanimalbehavior.com
lauraperkinsanimalbehavior@gmail.com
309-370-8233

Chelsea Guardian

For Classified,
Church Directory
or General Advertising
Call: 734-636-3779 or email
tomchelseaguardian@gmail.com
or charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

Please like and share our
Facebook Page: Chelsea Guardian

Mission Statement:
Hard work, good work and creating
and fostering great relationships are
the keys to community success.
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Kate Henson Sworn in as
Chelsea’s New City Mayor

continued from page 1

On November 12,
Kate Henson official-
ly took the oath of of-
fice, becoming the new
City Mayor of Chel-
sea. Henson is now the
fourth woman to hold
this esteemed position,
following in the foot-
steps of trailblazer Ann

Feeney the first Mayor
for the City of Chelsea.

Kate Henson’s
journey in public ser-
vice began years ago,
highlighted by her im-
pactful tenure on the
Chelsea School Board,
where she served for
three years. Her com-
mitment to educa-
tion and community
growth has made her
a well-known figure in
the Chelsea area, where
she has consistently ad-
vocated for the needs
of local students and

families. ~ Additional-
ly, Kate has held the
role of City Council
member for the past
six months, dedicating
herself to improving
city infrastructure and
community programs.

Professionally, Kate
brings over a decade
of experience in proj-
ect management and
community outreach
within the for-profit
and nonprofit sectors.
Her expertise in collab-
oration and strategic
planning has equipped

her with the skills nec-
essary to lead Chelsea
towards a brighter fu-
ture.

A proud resident of
Chelsea, Kate resides
with her husband and
two daughters, who are
both enrolled in the
Chelsea School system.
Her personal and pro-
fessional experiences
have fueled her passion
for educational initia-
tives and enhancing the
quality of life for fami-
lies in the community.

"I am deeply hon-

ored to serve as Chel-
sea's Mayor,, Hen-
son stated during her
swearing-in ceremony.
“Together, we can build
on the legacy of our
past leaders, while also
embracing fresh ideas
to tackle the challenges
ahead. My focus will be
on transparency, com-

munity  engagement,
available housing, and
ensuring that every
voice is heard in our
city."

Kates first City
Council meeting is

scheduled for Novem-
ber 17, 2025, where she
will outline her vision
and priorities for Chel-
sea. The community is
encouraged to attend
and participate in the
ongoing dialogue about
the future of their city.

For further infor-
mation or to arrange
interviews, please con-
tact:

Media contact: do-
ris@dandbmarketing.
com

City contact lyn@
city-chelsea.org.

BALLET CHELSEA'S MAGICAL
NUTCRACKER PERFORMANCE

Photos courtesy Michael Bessom Photography

Immerse yourself
in a magical experi-
ence as Ballet Chelsea
proudly presents its
captivating rendition
of The Nutcracker.
This beloved holiday
classic is set to charm
audiences with its en-
chanting tale and per-
formances from De-

cember 12 to 14 at the
Potter Center on the

Jackson ~ Community
College campus.
Under the vi-

sionary direction of
Artistic Director Mi-
chelle Quenon, this
new take on The Nut-
cracker promises an
evening filled with joy

for viewers of all ages.
Join Clara and her de-
lightful ~ Nutcracker
Prince on their fantas-
tical journey through
the whimsical Land of
Sweets, all while enjoy-
ing the beautiful mu-
sic performed live by
the Jackson Symphony
Orchestra. Witness the
talent of Ballet Chel-
sea's devoted students
alongside professional
dancers, making this
production a festive
celebration you won't
forget!

Experience the joy
and wonder of Ballet
Chelsea's interpreta-
tion of The Nutcrack-
er, and let the holiday

spirit fill your heart.
"Your support is in-
valuable as we strive to
nurture diverse talents,
offer scholarships, and
enrich lives through
the arts," said Michelle
Quenon, Artistic Di-
rector.

As an added treat,
the Ballet Chelsea fam-
ily warmly invites you
to the delightful Sugar
Plum Tea on Decem-
ber 14 before the mat-
inee performance. De-
signed for families, this
tea party will feature
delectable treats from
the “Land of Sweets,
along with a charac-
ter  meet-and-greet,
engaging crafts, and

more! Please note that
seating is limited.

For more informa-
tion, visit www.bal-
letchelsea.org/tickets/.
Be sure to grab your
tickets for the 28th An-
nual Performance of
The Nutcracker, tak-
ing place on December
12 at 7 pm, Decem-
ber 13 at 12 pm and
5 pm, and December
14 at 2 pm, along with
the enchanting Sugar
Plum Tea at 12 pm on
December 14. Don’t
miss out on this festive
experience! www.bal-
letchelsea.org/tickets/.

Asa501(c)(3) non-
profit, Ballet Chelsea's
mission transcends the
stage, aiming to shape
resilient  individuals
through  impeccable
training and perfor-
mance artistry while
giving back to the com-
munity through the
transformative power
of arts education and
outreach.

Contact Informa-
tion:

D&B Strategic Mar-
keting
doris@dandbmarketing.com
Ballet Chelsea
jean@balletchelsea.org

20th Annual Wine, Women and Shopping

By Aimee Bingham
anbingham@gmail.com
continued from page 1
Friday, November 7,
and Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, the Chelsea Area
Chamber of Commerce
hosted the 20th annu-
al Wine, Women, and
Shopping event. It was
presented by the McK-
ernan Realty group.

The trees on Main Street
were wrapped in white
twinkle lights. People
were bumping into old
friends while clutching
shopping bags and smil-
ing. Chelsea felt like a
Hallmark movie. Shop-
ping was not rushed or
stressful, like during the
Holiday rush. The sea-
son has just barely start-
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ed, and the presents I've
bought feel like a head
start for me.

Wine, Women and
Shopping has been an
event in Chelsea for the
past 20 years. It's when
the Chamber, alongside
local businesses, offers
discounts and special
events for custom-
ers. Drawings for gifts,

wine, cookies, and oth-
er snacks, plenty of free
gifts with purchase, and
great deals. Its a great
excuse to get down-
town, shop locally, and
enjoy the ideal Chelsea
downtown. The name
says women but there
were plenty of men out
enjoying the deals and
giveaways too. Shoppers
could tell which busi-
nesses were participat-
ing by the red balloons
on the front doors of
the businesses. Partici-
pating businesses were:
Argicole, Breathe Yoga,
Cake by Kaity, Ugly
Dog, Chelsea Consign-
ment, Chelsea Depot
Artisan Market, Chelsea
District Library, Chelsea
Farmer’s Supply, Chel-
sea Historical Society,
Chelsea Home, Chel-
sea Party Loft, Chel-
sea Outfitters, Cherry

November 28, 2025

Optometry,  Chelsea
Village Flowers, Com-
mon Grill, Culture Cre-
ations, Curiouser Clay,
Dans Chelsea Tavern,
Farm Sudz, Gallery 100,
Greek Brush Studio,
Heydlauft’s Appliances,
Jet’s Pizza, Kitty Face, La
Jolla, Lola Clothing and
Accessories, Main St.
Provisions, Merkle Fur-
niture, Revel Run, Ser-
endipity Books, Smoke-
house 52, art is For the
Birds at Sue Jacob’s pop
up market, The Cottage
Rabbit, the Garden Mill,
the Gratetful Crow, the
Potting Shed, the Purple
Rose, and The Rumpus
Room,

I admit Amazon
is an easy way to shop.
But regardless of your
stance on his political
opinions, the opulence
of being able to afford
a 500 million dollar

yacht, which costs $25-
$50 million per year to
operate, makes me want
to spend my money at
shops owned by mem-
bers of the community.
When you shop local,
approximately 68% of
the money stays within
the community. These
little shops and restau-
rants are sponsoring
Chelsea kids’ teams and
local bowling leagues,
so when you shop local,
you are too. The Chelsea
Chamber put on an ex-
cellent event with Wom-
en, Wine, and Shop-
ping. If you missed it,
don’t miss out on all the
great businesses down-
town during the Holi-
day Season. Shop local,
meet your neighbors,
and support the City of
Chelsea while doing the
shopping you have to do

anyway.
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SCIO TOWNSHIP COMPLETES LAND

BARRY LONIK
TOWNSHIP LAND
PROTECTION
CONSULTANT
(734) 223-2321

The Scio Town-
ship Land Preser-
vation Program re-
cently closed on a
conservation  ease-
ment purchase from
Carol Fletcher. The
property is nearly
16 acres in size with
frontage on the east
side of Zeeb Rd. north
of Scio Church Rd.
Most of the property
is agricultural and it

PRESERVATION PROJECT

includes an historic
house and barn. The
conservation ease-
ment ensures that the
land will never be de-
veloped but it remains
in private ownership
and is not open to the
public.

Carol and Robert
Fletcher (aka “Fletch”)
purchased their farm
in 1978. 'Their pri-
mary motivation was
that their children had
been taking riding
lessons and wanted
a place to have their
own horses. Carol

and Fletch had spent
time on farms as chil-
dren and had good
memories of those
times.

The Fletchers are
only the second own-
ers of the farm. It had
been started by the
Aprill family in the
1800s, so was a cen-
tennial farm when the
Fletchers purchased it.
Unfortunately it had
once been much larg-
er, but the last April to
own it had gradually
sold off pieces of land
so this was what re-

mained. Fortunately
it contained the house
plus all of the barns
and outbuildings, so it
still functions well as a
farm.

It greatly troubled
both of them to see so
much farmland disap-
pearing. In addition
their children all have
an enduring fondness
and closeness to the
farm. Therefore, Car-
ol views the conserva-
tion easement as the
best way to maintain
the "jewel" with which
they were blessed.

Conservation
easements are perma-
nent deed restrictions
on the use of a prop-
erty. Purchasing ease-
ments costs less than
buying the property
and keeps the proper-
ty on the tax rolls and
contributing to the
local economy. Scio
Townships  dedicat-
ed land preservation
millage provided the
entire purchase price
for this conservation
easement purchase.

Scio  Township’s
land preservation

program is funded by
a dedicated millage
which voters passed
initially in 2004 and
renewed twice, all by
large margins. The
Township has attract-
ed over $12 million
of matching funds
from other sources, a
rate of over $1.5 to $1
of its own. With this
project the Township
program has been in-
volved in protecting
1,735 acres, with more
projects set to close in
the coming months.

VISIONARY VIOLINIST DIXON’S VIOLIN
PLAYS CHELSEA DEPOT, CHELSEA, DEC 12

You've never heard
violin like this! The
world's premier vi-
sionary violinist, Dix-
on's life mission is to
inspire people - and
he has done so across

North America, in-
cluding giving four
TED talks/perfor-

mances, over ten years
at Burning Man, plus
radio, TV, and film ap-

pearances. Dixon’s Vi-
olin continues his HU-
MANKINDness tour
on Friday, December
12th at Chelsea De-
pot in Chelsea. 7 PM
performance. 6:30 PM
doors. www.DixonsVi-
olin.com

A former technol-
ogy leader and sym-
phony violinist, Dixon
walked away from a

distinguished  career
to follow his dream
full-time, and invent-
ed a whole new music
genre. Dixon now im-
provises on a 5-string
electric violin with a
looping system he de-
veloped to create an
all-live one-man sym-
phony, guided by his
remarkable  personal
story of life transfor-
mation. The visionary
violinist grew up in
Davison,  graduated
from the Universi-
ty of Michigan-Flint,
where he was the as-
sistant concertmaster
of the University of
Michigan-Flint Sym-
phony. Dixon is also
the former assistant
concertmaster of the
Flint Youth Symphony,
which is one of only
two youth orchestras
in the U.S. invited to
perform in Munich,

Germany.

Advance  tickets
$29 on sale at www.
dixonsviolin.com

Dixon had been
playing classical music
all his life, but in 2005
everything  changed.
A trip to the Burn-
ing Man festival chal-
lenged him to impro-
vise and gave a perfect
opportunity to create
his own music for the
first time.

“When I saw the
look in peoples eyes,
that I could move them
with my own music,
it changed my life;” he
said. “I made up my
mind then and there to
rearrange my life pri-
orities. I had been play-
ing for 25 years, but for
the first time I truly fell
in love with music”

Dixon is the only
one in the world do-
ing what he does. Few

violinists are both clas-
sically trained and able
to improvise. To also
have a command of
such a wide range of
pedal effects is nearly
unheard of. But what
sets Dixon apart is his
empathy and presence.
He is always conscious
of the energy in the
room, baring his soul
through his instru-
ment, guiding and in-
spiring the listeners
through his words and

bittersweet, beautiful
sounds.
“Humankindness

is the blending of hu-
mankind and kind-
ness, Dixon said. “I
believe we are all con-
nected and we can
honor each other with
compassion and care.”

“After living my
life only using my
head, when I realized
the power of sharing

from the heart, and
the soul-moving, even
spiritual ~ experiences
you can share through
music, I knew I had to
do this full time,” Dix-
on said.

“Dixon improvises
multiple rhythmic and
melodic violin repe-
titions with the loops
— adding percussive
noises, power chords,
speed runs and more
on top of the record-
ings.  Dixon might
pluck, strike, or bow
his metallic violin —
or attack the fret board
like a rock guitar god”
- David Winkelstern,
Lansing City Pulse

For additional in-
formation,  high-res
images, attending the
show, interviews or live
in-studio performance,
please contact Kevin
Alan Lamb, This is a
Good Sound.

Chelsea Community Foundation Local Nonprofits Workshop

The Chelsea Com-
munity  Foundation
(CCF) hosted an event
for local nonprofit lead-
ers, staff, and commu-
nity members at Chel-
sea District Library’s

McKune Room.

The  Workshop’s
purpose was to share
information, answer
questions, and en-
courage local Chelsea
Nonprofits to apply for
grants ranging from
$5,000 to $25,000. Up-
coming changes to the
application  process
for the 2026 Grant Cy-
cle were also shared

Chelsea Guardian

and discussed. The
new grant application
process now comprises
two steps:

o Step 1: Proposal
Request that includes
basic organization in-
formation and a sum-
mary of the funding
request. Proposal re-
quests can be submit-
ted starting November
5, through December

5,2025

o Step 2: A Full Ap-
plication (by invitation
only), which includes
a detailed description
of the request, budget,
organizational  docu-
ments, and informa-
tion on expected out-
comes and measures
of success, can be sub-
mitted from February
2,2026, to February 27,
2026.

The two-step pro-
cess fosters a dialogue
and an opportunity
for grant applicants
to ask questions early
in the process, as well
as to identify, before
submitting a complete
application, ways to
strengthen their re-
quest and ensure com-
petitiveness and eligi-

November 28, 2025

bility. The intent is to

provide  constructive
feedback earlier in the
process.

As an affiliate of
the Community Foun-
dation for Southeast
Michigan, Chelsea
Community Founda-
tion can leverage the
Community Founda-
tion's  organizational
structure to manage the
grant application pro-
cess. The CCF Grant
Committee reviews all
applications in both
steps of the process
and makes recommen-
dations to the broader
Advisory Committee,
which then votes on the
award of all grants. This
past year, the Chelsea
Community Founda-
tion received requests

from 16 applicants and
awarded seven with
$80,072.

Twenty-two differ-
ent nonprofits attended
the event, and several
Chelsea Community
Foundation Advisory
members were in atten-
dance, as were mem-
bers of the Community
Foundation for South-
east Michigans staff.

For more informa-
tion about the grant
process, contact Erin
Marie McDonald, Pro-
gram Officer, emcdon-
ald@cfsem.org. And to
learn more about the
Chelsea  Communi-
ty Foundation, please
visit www.chelseafoun-
dation.org or contact
them at chelsea@ct-
sem.org.
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Gathering at the Table: The Don Cole Community
Thanksgiving Lunch Honors 60 Years of Chelsea Tradition

continued from page 1
sea Senior Center that
reflects both the heart
of the holiday and the
roots of the organiza-
tion itself.

Sixty years ago,
when the Chelsea Se-
nior Citizens Club
opened its doors on
May 22, 1965 at the
corner of West Mid-
dle and Main Street,
where Chelsea Out-
fitters stands today,
the founders began
with just two tables.

Those tables quickly
filled with the cama-
raderie of card games,
community projects,
potluck dishes, birth-
day cakes, and the
laughter of people
happy simply to be to-
gether. From the very
beginning, food and
community were the
seniors’ great connec-
tors.

Potlucks became
a defining feature of
the club’s early years,
continuing even as the

group moved locations
four times. In the early
1980s, while meeting
at North Creek Ele-
mentary School, the
club hosted what may
have been its first or-
ganized Thanksgiving
meal. This set the stage
for a tradition that still
thrives today.

That tradition now
lives on at Chelsea
Senior Center as the
Don Cole Community
Thanksgiving Lunch.
This year’s gathering

drew 250 older adults,
volunteers, families,
and friends for an af-
ternoon of connec-
tion, gratitude, and
shared food. Helping
to make the day even
more festive, commu-
nity partners served as
celebrity servers.

This year, as guests
settled into the caf-
eteria, they also wit-
nessed a milestone
moment in Chelsea
Senior Center’s his-
tory.  Representative

Dingell honored the
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter for its 60 years of
service to older adults.
Representative Dingell
presented a Congres-
sional Record State-
ment (CRS), a tribute
that will be entered
into the official record
of the proceedings and
debates of the Unit-
ed States Congress.
Published daily when
Congress is in session,
the Congressional Re-
cord preserves the sto-

ries of institutions that
have made a lasting
impact on American
communities.

For Chelsea Se-
nior Center, this rec-
ognition underscores
what they have long
known: that CSC’s ta-
ble has been a place
of belonging for gen-
erations. This year, in
celebration of 60 years
of service, while plates
were passed and sto-
ries shared, the spirit
of those first two ta-
bles remained unmis-

takable.
This years Don
Cole Community

Thanksgiving Lunch
was not only a celebra-
tion of the season, but
also of connection,
gratitude, and 60 years
of bringing people to-
gether. Just as it has
for decades, the Chel-
sea Senior Center’s ta-
ble continues to grow,
welcoming all who
come to sit, share, and
stay connected.

A Brief Stop: Chelsea Senior Center Helping
Seniors Live with Confidence

A Brief Stop: Chel-
sea Senior Center Help-
ing Seniors Live with
Confidence

For many old-
er adults, a trip to the
store is not as simple
as it once was. Limited
mobility, caregiving de-
mands, fixed incomes,
or unreliable transpor-
tation can turn even the
most essential errands

HOLIDAY HOURS
Thanksgiving: Closed
Black Friday: 5:00am-5:00pm
Check out the special Thanksgiving
Weekend class schedule.

into real hurdles. Begin-
ning December 2, the
Chelsea Senior Center
is stepping up to quiet-
ly and respectfully help
with the kind of neigh-
borly care that has long
defined the organiza-
tion.

The Chelsea Senior
Center’s newest initia-
tive, A Brief Stop, is a
discreet personal needs

November
Events

Pre-Black Friday Sale
Nov. 17-22

sessions.

Turkey Burn
Nov. 1-30

Grief Release Yoga (CHE)

Aqua Board Circuit (DEX)
Nov. 4-Dec. 2 | 10:30am-11:30am
Members $104, Non-Members $112

flexibility, and endurance.

Members $104, Non-Members $112

For more information, please
visit the Member Service Desk.

CHE: 20% off a package of 4 or 8 personal training

DEX: 20% off a package of 4 or 8 personal training or
Pilates sessions, or a package of 3 massage sessions.

For every 5 visits you earn a feather. 2 feathers earn a
t-shirt (while supplies last). Register by November 14.

No class Nov. 25. Take your fitness to a new level with
our Aqua Board classes. These classes offer a total
body workout that focus on core, mobility, strength,

Aqua Board Strength, Balance and Mobility (DEX)
Mondays, Nov. 3-Dec. 1 from 4:00pm-5:00pm
Saturdays, Nov. 8-Dec. 6 from 1:00pm-2:00pm

Women on Weights (DEX)

Nov. 10-Dec. 8, Mondays 5:30pm / Fridays 6:00pm
Members $152, Non-Members $176

No class Nov. 28. Our class is designed to introduce
you to the Fitness Floor and weightlifting techniques
that will help you get stronger in the right way.

Pickleball Beginner Class (DEX)
Tuesdays and Thursdays
Nov. 11-20 | 10:00am-11:00am

Monday, Nov. 3 | 6:00pm-7:00pm | FREE

Explore releasing unconscious, stored grief in the body.
As we journey toward healing the body, mind and spirit,
we may need an intentional physical release.

Family Swim

Sundays, Nov. 9 and Nov. 23 | 12:30pm-2:15pm

(DEX)

COMING SOON

Monday, Dec. 1

No class Nov. 24 and 29. Take your fitness to a new
level with our Aqua Board classes. These small group
classes offer a total body workout that focus on using
core stability to improve balance, mobility, strength,
flexibility, and endurance. Registration required.

w0
\

Y

Members $60, Non-Members $64
Gain introductory knowledge of pickleball with this
beginner-friendly class.

Prenatal Yoga (DEX)
Friday, Nov. 14 | 9:00am-10:00am | FREE

Registration required. Gentle yoga designed to support
and strengthen the body and mind during pregnancy.

Sunday, Nov. 16 | 12:30pm-2:15pm (CHE)
Registration required.

Release Your Grief
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closet offering adult
briefs, pads, and relat-
ed care products to area
seniors. The goal is sim-
ple, explains Jennifer
Smith, CSC Executive
Director: “We want to
meet needs with dignity
and ensure that seniors
can go about their daily
lives with confidence,
comfort, and one less
worry.

Located inside the
Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter at 512 Washington
Street, A Brief Stop is
designed to supplement
regular needs and be a
discreet, easily accessi-
ble, frequently available
space.

Open  Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and
Thursdays from 9:30
am. to 2:00 pm., A

CHELSEA

DEXTER

STOCKBRIDGE

‘WELLNESS

‘WELLNESS

‘WELLNESS

CENTER

CENTER

CENTER

Chelsea Guardian

Brief Stop welcomes
all area seniors. Mem-
bership at the Senior
Center is not required.
Visitors provide basic
information, and while
supplies are free of
charge, reasonable lim-
its are in place to ensure
that as many seniors
as possible can benefit
each week. Donations of
products and financial
support will help keep
the shelves stocked, and
volunteers play a central
role in creating a warm,
welcoming, respectful
environment.

Staff and volun-
teers emphasize privacy,
kindness, and the belief
that no one should have
to choose between per-
sonal comfort and daily
connection with family,
friends, and communi-
ty.

Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter is already looking
beyond its doors, plan-
ning outreach to home-
bound seniors starting
with their current Meals
on Wheels recipients
and caregivers who reg-
ularly visit the building.

A Brief Stop is the
latest expansion  of
Chelsea ~ Community
Senior Services (C2S2),
launched by Chelsea Se-
nior Center in 2013 as a
grassroots partnership
focused on helping old-
er adults age safely and
independently in their
own homes. “All that we
offer through the Chel-
sea Senior Center seeks
to support our commu-
nity members as they
age, says Executive Di-
rector Jennifer Smith,
“allowing seniors to live
safely, independently,
in a familiar environ-
ment regardless of age,

November 28, 2025

income, or ability, and
to live each day as they
choose” Today, C2S2
continues to be at the
core of Chelsea Senior
Center’s mission.

That mission now
includes a robust ar-
ray of services: the
Senior Nutrition Pro-
gram which includes
home-delivered meals
as well as onsite senior
café meals, blood pres-
sure checks, a notary
public, paper shred-
ding services, Secretary
of State Mobile Office
appointments, technol-
ogy support, mending
services, caregiver re-
spite,  transportation
to and from doctor’s
appointments, and tax
preparation assistance
in addition to Chelsea
Senior Center’s regular
offerings such as sup-
port groups, fitness and
movement classes, en-
richment programs, and
countless opportunities
to socialize and stay en-

gaged.
The launch of A
Brief Stop is made

possible thanks to re-
cent funding from the
Washtenaw County
Board of Commission-
ers, allocated to the
Chelsea Senior Cen-

ter and 10 other se-
nior centers. Collected
through the county’s
Older Persons Millage,
these funds empower
each center to meet the
unique needs of its com-
munity and to continue
being the “trusted boots
on the ground” serving
local seniors.

With careful plan-
ning and a strong track
record of financial stew-
ardship, the Chelsea
Senior Center is able to
put these funds to work
immediately in ways
that make an immedi-
ate, meaningful differ-
ence. A Brief Stop is the
first of many new initia-
tives to come.

Keeping A Brief
Stop running smoothly
depends on the com-
munity. Volunteer
hours are flexible and
meaningful. For more
information about ser-
vices, volunteering, or
donations, contact the
Chelsea Senior Center
at 734-475-9242.

A Brief Stop is more
than a closet of prod-
ucts, its a continuation
of Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter's commitment to
helping all of us can age
with dignity, connec-
tion, and confidence.
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JD’s Stage Bistro Spring
2026 on Main Street,

JD’s Stage Bistro is
under construction at
117-1/2 South Main
Street, a long-awaited
project for the Tannin
Property Group, which
had been envisioned
for 20 years.

Tannin  Property
Group, a small busi-
ness that has been part
of the Chelsea com-
munity since 2005, is
proud to announce its
latest investment in
downtown. For over
two decades, the own-
ership team of Sandra
& Aaron Vermeulen,
Nathaniel Stanton,
and Roy Farmer has
helped preserve and
enhance the heart of
Main Street, begin-
ning with the renova-
tion of 115 South Main
Street, formerly the
Hallmark Store, which
they transformed into
mixed-use commercial
and residential spac-
es. More recently, they
restored the histor-
ic Flintoft law offices,
now home to Seren-
dipity Bookstore, while
maintaining the Kempf
Bank and Farmers and
Merchants Bank gas
lights, as well as the
teller cage that Peter
Flintoft had restored
for his law office. To-
day, their tenants also
include Chelsea Bak-
ery and the former Ale
House, which is being
used as the construc-
tion office and will be
remodeled and avail-
able soon. The redevel-
opment also included
the renovation of three
residential downtown

apartments.
The idea for JD’s
Stage Bistro began

when Tannin Property
Group partnered with
Jeff Daniels to envision
a world-class music
venue with exception-
al food and a welcom-
ing space for gather-
ings with family and
friends. Daniels, along
with his son, Ben, and
wife, Amanda, joined
the project to help cre-
ate a world-class mu-
sic venue that would
attract local, regional,
and nationally recog-
nized singer-songwrit-
ers, while setting a new
standard for sound
quality.

On the culinary

Chelsea!

side, Chef Nate We-
gryn, formerly of Ech-
elon Kitchen and The
Dixboro Project, will
feature an inspired
contemporary menu,
working with many
local farmers and sup-
pliers. The 100-seat
restaurant will feature
a wood-fired pizza
oven, cocktail bar, pa-
tio seating, and multi-
ple private event spac-
es. The event spaces
will cater to small to
mid-sized community
gatherings and private
celebrations.

Building on a his-
tory of restoration
and stewardship, the
team is creating a new
downtown destination
in JD’s Stage Bistro: a
music venue, bistro,
and event space de-
signed to reflect Chel-
seas culture and love
of the arts. A strong
complement to the
Purple Rose Theatre,
providing a nighttime
economy to enrich and
complement Chelsea’s
standing as a destina-
tion for arts and cul-
tural entertainment.

The venue has been
designed by Aaron
Vermeulen, Principal
of O-X Studio, Inc,
and Nat Stanton, Prin-
cipal of Craft Struc-
tural Engineering,
Inc. Mechanical and
Electrical engineering
was provided by Kelly
Sugg of Greenpath De-
sign and Lynn Surdock
at WPF Engineering.
Acoustics is at the fore-
front, by Gavin Haver-
stick, lead Acoustical
consultant at Haver-
stick Designs, not only

Chelsea Guardian

to ensure an outstand-
ing listening experi-
ence but also to man-
age the sound within
the building. Acoustic
treatments, structural
reinforcements, and
sound-absorbing ma-
terials are being in-
corporated to ensure
performances enhance
downtown  without
disrupting nearby res-
idents and businesses.

JD’s Stage Bistro
is a commitment to
Chelsea’s future. The
venue will create new
job opportunities for
restaurant and event
staff, provide opportu-
nities for local and re-
gional musicians, and
serve as an intergener-
ational gathering place
that will enhance Main
Street activity and
support neighboring
businesses. By sourc-
ing ingredients from
Michigan  producers
and welcoming local
artists into the space,
the project is designed
to feel like it belongs
to Chelsea—because it
does.

The owners antici-
pate an opening of JD’s
Bistro in spring 2026.
They look forward to
welcoming the com-
munity into a space
built with care, creativ-
ity, and a deep respect
for Chelsea’s past and
future. For more in-
formation, please visit
their website at www.
jdsstagebistro.com.
Media Contact
doris@dandbmarketing.com
JD’s Stage Bistro
Contact
amanda@jdsstagebistro.com

Chelsea Police Department
Weekly Summary

Incident #: 25-4466

Time: 10:03 am

INFORMATION:
While on routine pa-
trol officers were dis-
patched to the area
of S. Main Street X
I-94 for the report of
a damage to property
complaint. Upon ar-
rival the officers made
contact with the com-
plainant who stated

Date: November 22, 2025
Location: S. Main Street X 1-94

that he had parked a
vehicle in a parking
lot on November 21st
at 6:30 am and when
he returned to the ve-
hicle later that day at
around 6:00 pm, he
noticed that gas ap-
peared to be leaking
out from the bottom
of the vehicle. Inspec-

tion of the vehicle lo-
cated an approximate
Y%’ circular hole that
appeared to have been
drilled into the gas
tank of the vehicle. At
the time of the report
there was no suspect
description available.

Incident #: 25-4452

Time: 5:47 pm

INFORMATION:
While on routine
patrol officers were
dispatched to the
100 block of Willow
Court for the report
of an ongoing noise
complaint issue. The
complainant reported
that the suspect, re-
ported to be a 34-year-
old Chelsea man was
inside the residence
and could be heard
banging on walls, to

Date: November 20, 2025
Location: 100 block of Willow Court

the extent that the
attached unit’s walls
were shaking and
the suspect could
also be heard yelling.
Upon arrival the of-
ficer approached the
residence and could
hear the suspect yell-
ing loudly. Officers
attempted to make
contact with the sus-
pect but after their
presence was made
known, the loud noise

and banging ceased.
The officer document-
ed that there has been
an extended history
of similar complaints
dating back to May,
2025. The case re-
mains open pending
review by the City of
Chelsea Prosecuting
Attorney’s Office to
determine if charges
would be authorized.

Incident #: 25-4410

Time: 7:10 pm

INFORMATION:
While on routine pa-
trol officers were dis-
patched to the 1100
block of S. Main Street
for the report of a lar-
ceny complaint. Upon
arrival the officer met
with the complainant
who stated that they
had discovered that
money had been tak-
en out of the tip jar

November 28, 2025

Date: November 17, 2025
Location: 1100 block of S. Main Street

by a customer. The
complainant stated
that they had become
suspicious that mon-
ey was missing and
reviewed video sur-
veillance footage. The
complainant reported
that the suspect, iden-
tified as a 39-year-old
Stockbridge woman,
could be observed ap-
proaching the count-

er and placing an or-
der; the suspect could
then be seen reaching
over the counter and
taking money out of
the jar. The case re-
mains open pending
further follow-up and
possible warrant sub-
mission to the Washt-
enaw County Prose-
cutor’s Office.
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