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Pictured are Matt Ceo, Principal of Beach 
Middle School and Nick Angel, Principal of 

Chelsea High School.

I had the opportu-
nity to chat with and 
get to know the new 
Beach Middle School 

Beach Middle 
School 

Hires New 
Principal

principal, Matt Ceo 
last week.  While do-
ing my due diligence 
and trying to learn 
as much as possible 
about  Matt, I found 

an interview with 
him posted in an on-
line Facebook group. 
I learned about his 
philosophy leading 
Beach as an assis-
tant principal.  I also 
learned in the com-
ments that he was a 
former teacher at Sa-
line as well as a Saline 
graduate. He seemed 
to be a very well liked 
teacher and the com-
ments indicated that 
former students and 
parents of former stu-
dents expect nothing 
but continued success 
as an educator.

I opened the 

conversation with 
Mr. Ceo by asking 
him about his back-
ground.  He let  me 
know that he’d at-
tended Saline High 
School and the Uni-
versity of Michigan.  
Mr. Ceo became a 
middle school teach-
er at Saline.  In 2016 
he served as interim 
assistant principal in 
Saline and felt that he 
was ready for the next 
step and was interest-
ed in an administra-
tive role, and more 
leadership.  Mr. Ceo 
explained that he and 

Chelsea’s Annual Toys 
for Tots & Teens Provides 

Gifts for Area Youth

Story on page 4.

“We beat Freeland 
30-27 last Saturday and 
punched our ticket  to 
the State Champion-
ship at Ford Field this 
Friday night at 7:30,” 
said head coach Josh 
Lucas.

Key plays of the 

THE BULLDOGS ARE 
FORD FIELD BOUND!
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IHA,  the medical 
group for Saint Joseph 
Mercy Health System 
and a member of Trini-
ty Health, has appoint-
ed  Cindy Elliott, RN, 
FACHE, to be its next 
president.    Today's 
announcement fol-
lows a unanimous vote 
from the IHA Gov-
erning Board and the 
Trinity Health Michi-
gan Board, and Elliott's 
successful leadership in 
the interim role for the 
past several months.

Elliott becomes 
just the third president 
in IHA's 27-year histo-
ry, after Mark LePage, 
MD, and the late Wil-
liam Fileti.

"Cindy has been 
part of the IHA fam-
ily for more than 22 
years and was the clear 
choice to lead Trin-
ity Health's largest 
multi-specialty med-

Cindy Elliott 
named president of 
IHA medical group

ical group," said  Rob 
Casalou, president and 
CEO of Trinity Health 
Michigan.  "We are for-
tunate to have a leader 
with Cindy’s skill, vi-
sion and values helping 
forge the future of care 
for communities here 
in Michigan."

Elliott has extensive 
clinical and operation-
al experience over her 
distinguished 30-year 
career.  She joined IHA 
in 1999 as director of 
Medical Management 
and progressed to posi-
tions of higher author-
ity.   In 2007 she was 
appointed COO and in 
2016 she became pres-
ident and COO.   To-
gether with the team 
at IHA, Elliott has 
led the organization 
through several signif-
icant phases of growth 
– taking the medical 
group from 180 pro-

viders in 2009 to more 
than 1,000 providers 
serving 125 locations 
across six counties.   
She also led the effort 
in establishing IHA's 
24/7 Service Center, 
which in 2020 took in 
more than 3.4 million 
incoming phone calls 
from patients.

"Cindy is passion-
ate about serving our 
community as if every 
single patient were a 
member of her own 
family," said  Robert 
Breakey, MD, chair-
man of the IHA Gov-
erning Board of Di-
rectors.   "She is highly 
respected across IHA, 
is known for her car-
ing and compassionate 
demeanor, and has a 
tremendous work eth-
ic and drive for deliv-
ering outstanding re-
sults."

Elliott earned her 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing 
and Master of Health 
Administration from 
Eastern Michigan 
University.   She has 
completed the Health-
care Executive course 
with Harvard’s School 
of Public Health and 
is a Fellow with the 
American College of 
Healthcare Executives. 
She was an adjunct 
professor at Eastern 
Michigan University 
and has served on sev-
eral boards, including 
EMU's Physician As-
sistant Program Ad-
visory Board and the 
United Way of Washt-
enaw County.

Nick Angel were both 
involved in an admin-
istrative organization, 
where he had the op-
portunity to get to 
know Mr. Angel. He 
learned about the po-
sition in Chelsea, did 
his research, and was 
familiar with Julie 
Helber as she was for-
merly in Saline.  Mr. 
Ceo felt as though the 
position was  a good 
fit for him.  

It was during this 
part of the conver-
sation that I became 
very impressed. I was 
trying to understand 
how difficult han-
dling a group of mid-
dle school children 
was.  Mr. Ceo was not 
weary, as I imagined 
anyone might be.  
Middle school is full 
of big emotions and 
limited testing.    Mr. 

Beach Middle 
School Hires New 

Principal
Ceo was the opposite 
of weary, he was  en-
thusiastic.  It was clear 
he loves working with 
kids and this partic-
ular age group.  I am 
a reporter but I am 
also a Mom.  I always 
imagine, when in-
terviewing someone, 
what I would want for 
my own kids.  Would 
I want Mr. Ceo in a 
leadership position at 
a school for my chil-
dren?  Yes 100%.  It’s 
clear he loves kids, he 
loves what I imagine 
is a challenging age 
group and he wants 
to provide them with 
his very best.  He ex-
plained that this age 
is super fun to be 
around because the 
kids are full of energy 
and developing their 
own world view.  

I asked Mr. Ceo 
what he hoped to ac-

complish at Beach 
and he explained that 
he believes Beach is 
the best middle school 
in the state.  He stated 
that he wants to keep 
the school moving in 
the right direction.  
He will provide mi-
nor tweaks to keep 
learning, growing 
and improving but 
his goal  is to make 
certain the school 
continues in the right 
direction.  It’s clear 
that Mr. Ceo has the 
utmost respect for 
the job as his prede-
cessor did.  Don’t ex-
pect major upheaval  
at the middle school.  
But do expect your 
children to be in the 
hands of someone 
who really loves his 
job and is passionate 
about creating a great 
learning environment 
for the students.
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Savings in
Chelsea

 ➢ continued from page 1
Palmer Auto 

Service is collect-
ing donations of gift 
cards and new un-
wrapped toys for the 
annual ‘Toys for Tots 
and Teens’ toy drive 
during Hometown 
Holiday. The small-
est gift can mean the 
world to a child or 
teen who needs help. 

The toys and 
gift cards are taken 
to Faith in Action 
(FIA) in Chelsea and 
distributed to area 
children. Donations 
of Gift cards can be 
dropped in Palmer’s 
secure key drop box 
and new unwrapped 
toys can be placed 
inside a contactless 
‘Collection Box’ out-
side of Palmer Auto 
Service located at 222 
South Main Street.  

“The history 
of the communi-
ty addressing needs 
through Faith in 
Action, and the cre-
ative solution set up 
by the Palmer family 
through Toys for Tots 

Chelsea’s Annual Toys for 
Tots & Teens Provides
Gifts for Area Youth

and Teens is a won-
derful way for all of 
us to come together 
to show that we care 
about our neighbors 
who might be strug-
gling during this oth-
erwise festive season,” 
said Sheri Montoye, 
Director of FIA, 

“The clients and 
families of Faith in 
Action are genuinely 
moved by the sup-
port we are able to of-
fer during the holiday 
season as a result of 
your kind and gen-
erous toy donations.  
Anything extra that 
we received is shared 
with area social work-
ers to assist addition-
al families and house-
holds who are facing 
personal challenges,” 
said Montoye. 

Suzie Palmer We-
ber, started the pro-
gram in 1988 when 
she reached out to 
Chelsea Schools, 
Chelsea Milling 
Company (Jiffy Mix-
es) employees, and 
the surrounding 
community to help 

fulfill the needs of lo-
cal youth during the 
holidays. Several lo-
cal businesses, service 
organizations, and 
school classrooms 
continue to conduct 
collection drives as 
part of the Home-
town Holiday Toys 
for Tots and Teens. 
To read more about 
the program’s history 
visit www.palmerau-
toservice.net/toys-
for-tots-and-teens. 

“We are honored 
to be a part of this 
Chelsea tradition and 
to help give back to 
our neighbors and 
friends during the 
holiday season,” said 
Bob Mock, owner of 
Palmer Auto Service.

Toy donations 
will be delivered to 
Faith In Action at 
noon on Dec. 14. 
Toys for Tots and 
Teens also accepts 
monetary donations, 
which are used to 
purchase local busi-
nesses gift cards.

For more infor-
mation about Faith 

In Action services, 
visit https://www.
faithinaction1.org.  
For questions about 
the Toys for Tots and 
Teens Toy Drive, 
please phone Steph-
anie Heim at Palmer 
Auto Service, (734) 
475-1301.
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From: Todd Nissen
DCB’s free Holiday 

Concert to be held Sun-
day, Dec. 5 at 3 p.m.

After 637 days and 
a global pandemic, the 
Dexter Community 
Band is back!

The band, a fixture 
in the local music scene 
for 40 years, celebrates 
its return to live perfor-
mances with a free an-
nual holiday concert on 
Sunday, Dec. 5. The 3 
p.m. event will be held at 
the Center for Perform-
ing Arts in Dexter High 
School, 2200 North 
Parker Road, Dexter.

The concert will in-
clude a medley of Irving 
Berlin music; A Christ-
mas Carol Fantasy by 
Takashi Hoshide; Can-
dlelight Carol by John 
Rutter; Leon Jessel’s Pa-
rade of the Wooden Sol-
diers; and Overture to 
Miracle on 34th Street 

Dexter Community 
Band Returns to Live 

Music with Traditional 
Holiday Concert and 

Vocal Quartet
by Bruce Broughton.

The band will be 
joined by a vocal quar-
tet performing holiday 
favorites. The vocalists 
are Fiona Linn, Kristin 
Hoffman-Peavler, Jake 
McClory and Austin 
Chrzanowski. The con-
cert will conclude with 
DCB’s annual Christ-
mas sing-along.

Important note: 
Dexter Community 
Schools requires the 
wearing of masks inside 
school buildings. Also, 
out of an abundance 
of caution, the band 
will not hold its annual 
post-concert reception.

Dexter Community 
Band will perform two 
other concerts during 
the 2021-2022 season. 
After the Dec. 5 perfor-
mance, tentative dates 
for the upcoming events 
are:

• Winter Concert — 

The meeting be-
gan with the Approv-
al of the Minutes. The  
meeting minutes were 
quickly approved 
without any changes.

Pre-arranged Par-
ticipation:

1. Partners in 
Architecture – 3515 
Broad St. Presenta-
tion. Stephan  Lech-
man  from Partners in 
Architecture, provid-
ed a presentation of 
the new city hall proj-
ect.   He went over 
the floor plans and 
discussed the chang-
es that will be made. 
He gave the plan for 
the scope of work in-
cluding maintenance 
needs.  He showed 
us the plans for the 
exterior.  He went 
over the construction 
budget estimate.    He 
also gave a proposed 
schedule.   Council 
members gave input  
and asked questions. 

E. Approval of 
Agenda. Zach sug-
gested M5 be post-
poned due to a coun-
cil member not being 
present.  If  M5 is 
removed the May-
or asks that 7 be re-
moved.  The agenda 
was approved minus 
M5 and M7.

H. Non-arranged 
Participation:  Matt 
Williams from JanPro 
introduced himself 
during non-arranged 
participation. 

I. Communica-
tions:

1. Upcoming 
Meeting List

J. Reports:
1. Public Services 

- Tim Stewart gave 
the report.  He is un-
sure about the timing 
of Christmas lights.  
He did mention there 
was a problem that 
should be fixed with 
the leaf machine, with 
Dan Schlaff stepping 
in to help with ques-
tions as needed. 

2. Community 
Development Man-
ager – Michelle Aniol  
provided her report 
and answered sever-
al questions. There 
was some discussion 
regarding the condi-
tional zoning  issue 
mentioned in Mi-
chelle’s report.  The 
issue will be before 
planning in Decem-
ber. 

3. There was a 
sheriff report provid-
ed. Someone is im-
personating a Washt-

Dexter City 
Council Meeting
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

enaw County Sheriff 
on the phone.  No-
body will contact you 
on the phone and ask 
for money to get out 
of trouble.  It’s some-
one trying to com-
mit fraud.   Call the 
non-emergency line 
and report the call. 
Do not send anyone 
money.  The issue with 
LaFontaine delivery 
drivers unloading cars 
in an unsafe way was 
discussed.  Shop with 
a Cop is coming up in 
early December. 

5. City Manager 
Report – Justin Breyer 
gave his report.

6. Mayor Report 
– Shawn Keough dis-
cussed an event with 
children.  The kids 
gave feedback on park 
ideas.  The kids like 
the idea of  ping pong 
tables.  The fire board 
adopted the spending 
plan budget.  Dexter’s 
costs will go up and 
was not in the budget 
last July.   Dexter is not 
the only communi-
ty that will see an in-
crease.  Dexter Town-
ship will  incur more 
costs as well.   Donna 
wanted to know the 
reason for the in-
crease.  The Mayor ex-
plained that  they are 
ramping up to four 
full time firefighters. 
They went from two 
stations manned full 
time to three manned 
full time.  

7. Council Mem-
ber Reports;

Consent Agenda: 
was approved. 

M. New Business- 
Consideration and 
Discussion of;

1. Consideration 
of: Application for 
Amendment to Con-
ditional Rezoning 
Agreement for 7714 
Ann Arbor St. En-
core Theatre.  The En-
core theater is asking 
to eliminate  volun-
tary conditions. Dan 
Cooney spoke and ex-
plained why the desire 
to change happened.  
The motion passed. 

2. Consideration 
of: Text Amendment 
to the Zoning Or-
dinance for Plug-
In Electric Vehicle 
(PEV) Stations .   Mi-
chelle explained the 
amendment.  It will 
establish regulations 
that will allow PEV 
stations and create ap-
propriate guidelines.  
Zach asked several 
questions and offered 
some suggestions  on  
the wording.  The mo-

tion carried. 
3. Consideration 

of: Amendment to 
City Council Rules; 
Zach provided an 
overview of the chang-
es, which are specific 
to how open seats on 
council are filled.   The 
motion carried. 

4. Consideration 
of: First Street Park 
Sidewalk Connec-
tion and Project Rec-
ommendation from 
Parks and Recreation 
Commission Coun-
cilmember Michels 
bright up some con-
cerns.  The Mayor 
stated that he wanted 
to see how the budget 
pans out.  The motion 
was made to post-
pone.  The motion 
carried. 

6. Discussion of: 
Rental Inspection Or-
dinance and Property 
Maintenance Code;  
Looking at the first 
draft of zoning ordi-
nance updates in the 
next few months. This 
will likely go in front 
of the public in 2023.  
If it is determined to 
be a council priority 
there will be a push 
to get it done faster.   
The mayor expressed 
concern for safety  for 
renters.   The mayor 
believes most land-
lords have safe struc-
tures but for those 
that don’t, the Mayor 
would like to encour-
age safer conditions 
for renters.   Coiun-
cilmember Michels is 
in favor of  the may-
or’s suggestions, citing 
that the role of local 
government is health 
and safety.  He would 
also like to include  
short-term rental reg-
ulations.  The firechief 
is in favor of it and 
brought up the ques-
tion of who is qual-
ified to enforce the 
code. 

N. Council Com-
ments;  Zach brought 
up the idea of a cost 
recovery ordinance, 
which is included in 
insurance and a good 
way to start  equip-
ment funding. Con-
grats to Zach’s ex-
change student who 
earned her varsity let-
ter in football.  Donna 
expressed how grate-
ful she was for Alex, 
and what a pleasure it 
was to work with him 
in committee.  Happy 
Thanksgiving!

P. Adjournment. 
The meeting ad-
journed.

Feb. 27, 2022;
• Spring Concert — 

May 15, 2022.
Founded in 1982, 

the Dexter Communi-
ty Band is comprised 
of volunteer musicians 
from the local area. 
A registered 501(c)3 
non-profit organiza-
tion, the band performs 
professional-level sym-
phonic wind music at 
four free concerts a 
year. There are also sev-
eral free “Evening of 
Ensembles” featuring 
small groups from the 
band. For additional 
information about the 
band or how to provide 
financial support, please 
visit http://www.dexter-
communityband.org/.
Contact: 
Karla Linkner 
734-426-2734. 
or 
Todd Nissen 
313-303-7594

For tickets and 
showtimes please visit: 

https://www.theencoretheatre.org/
or call 734-268-6200734
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On Friday, No-
vember 12th, 2021,   
the DHS Center for 
Performing Arts was 
one of 2,500 theaters 
in 50 states and over 
40 countries per-
forming the first-ev-
er Musical Theater 
International (MTI) 
fundraising revue en-
titled, “All Together 
Now!”   To celebrate 
the return to live the-
ater after COVID-19, 
Dexter Drama Club 
joined with MTI to 
perform their version 

DCS Drama Club Alumni Return to the 
Stage for “All Together Now!”

of this musical revue, 
inviting DCS Drama 
Club alumni from 
2010-2021 to collab-
orate on a fabulous 
line-up of favorite 
Broadway hits.

Hosted by charis-
matic 2012 alumnus 
Patrick Rogers, known 
for his DCS Drama 
Club roles of Har-
old Hill in  The Mu-
sic Man  and Nathan 
Detroit in  Guys and 
Dolls, the evening be-
gan with Rogers part-
nering current DHS 

senior Haila Moazami 
on “Pure Imagination” 
from the musical Wil-
ly Wonka.   Rogers, 
who now lives in Ar-
kansas, entertained 
the audience between 
numbers with his wit-
ty showmanship, im-
peccable timing and 
detailed alumni back-
stories. 

DCS alums 
Camden Markel 
(2021) and Caroline 
(Buckley) Ewasys-
hyn (2010) filled the 
theater with emo-

tion during “Empty 
Chairs and Emp-
ty Tables” from  Les 
Misérables  and “She 
Used to Be Mine” 
from  Waitress, re-
spectively. DHS se-
nior Toni Butka and 
sophomore Maria 
DeMerell blended 
their voices on “Seize 
the Day” from  News-
ies, along with a large 
ensemble of current 
students and alumni. 

Kieran Grossman 
(2020) performed a 
powerful rendition of 
“This is the Moment” 
from  Jekyll and Hyde, 
and Drew Flattery 
(2019) and a boister-
ous ensemble enter-
tained with “Sit Down 
You’re Rocking the 
Boat” from  Guys and 
Dolls.   DHS seniors 
Emmy Rhizal and 
Haila Moazami sang 
the cheeky “Consider 
Yourself ” from  Oli-
ver,  produced by the 
Drama Club in 2019.   

John Lamb (2017) and 
ensemble sang “Be our 
Guest” from  Beau-
ty and the Beast, and 
Taylor (Petri) Yanos 
(2012) channeled El-
len Green as Audrey 
in “Somewhere That’s 
Green” from  Little 
Shop of Horrors.

Victoria Ward 
(2020)’s “Take a 
Chance on Me” 
from Mamma Mia and 
Rianna Baker (2016)’s 
moving “I Dreamed 
a Dream” from  Les 
Misérables  rounded 
out the show’s alumni 
performances. 

Capping the eve-
ning’s revue was an 
outstanding perfor-
mance of “Seasons of 
Love” from  Rent  fea-
turing DHS junior 
Shelly Beach and 
sophomore Maria 
DeMerrell, as well as 
the entire student and 
alumni ensemble.

MC Patrick Rog-
ers expressed thanks 

on behalf of the alum-
ni saying, “as an adult, 
we don’t get to do 
this anymore. I’m so 
happy to be back on 
the stage!” He gave 
special acknowledg-
ment to Erin Palmer, 
Dexter Drama Club 
advisor, for putting 
together an enjoyable, 
music-filled evening 
which brought so 
many alumni back to 
DHS.

To see where DHS 
Drama Club alumni 
are now, see the "All 
Together Now" event 
program attachment. 

Upcoming Dra-
ma Club Perfor-
mances:

Romeo and Ju-
liet – February 10-13, 
2022

Improv Shows – 
December 2 & 17, 
2021, February 18, 
2022 and May 13 & 
27, 2022

Footloose – April 
28-30 and May 1, 2022

Give ‘Em Hell, Har-
ry!, a one-man play by 
Samuel Gallu, tells the 
inspirational story of a 
feisty mule trader’s son 
who rose from obscu-
rity to become the 33rd 
president of the Unit-
ed States. When Harry 
Truman was unexpect-
edly thrust into office, in 
1945, he was ridiculed 
by both the press and 
the public as “the little 
man from Missouri”; by 
the time he left office, 
seven years later, he was 
hailed the world over as 
one of the great leaders 
of the 20th Century.

Starring as Harry 
Truman is Fred Gran-
dy (How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really 
Trying, Sleuth, I’m Not 

SPECIAL EVENT: Fred Grandy Sails Into The Encore 
Takes the Helm as Harry Truman, Directed by 

Broadway’s Hunter Foster 
December 8 – 12,  2021

Rappaport). A veteran 
of over 300 TV and film 
appearances, Grandy 
is, perhaps, best known 
for his nine seasons on 
the hit TV series, The 
Love Boat, playing purs-
er “Gopher” Smith. No 
stranger to politics him-
self, Grandy also served 
four terms as a US Con-
gressman from his na-
tive Iowa before return-
ing to the stage. 

Now Grandy of-
fers a virtuoso turn in 
this new production 
of Give ‘Em Hell, Har-
ry!, directed by Broad-
way’s Hunter Foster 
(Urinetown, Bridges of 
Madison County, Little 
Shop of Horrors). The 
play, which uses Tru-
man’s own words “re-
minds us,” says Foster, 
“that his gentle wit and 
plain-spoken wisdom is 

even more relevant and 
engaging today.” Writ-
ten in 1975, the play of-
ficially opened at Ford’s 
theatre in Washington, 
D.C., and was hosted 
by Truman’s daughter, 
Margaret. 

Give ‘Em Hell, Har-
ry! is generously spon-
sored by UBS - The 
Mistry Group. “Jamie 
Mistry and his company 
have generously stepped 

up to help us bring this 
exciting special event to 
our patrons,” says En-
core Artistic Director, 
Dan Cooney. “We are 
grateful for the contin-
ued support of our com-
munity members who 
are hungry for quality 

theatrical experiences.”
Give ‘Em Hell, Har-

ry! will run for five per-
formances only in The 
Maas Theatre, The En-
core Musical Theatre’s 
new performance space 
in the historic Copeland 
building. Tickets are 

currently on sale, and 
can be purchased online 
at www.theencorethe-
atre.org/, by calling 734-
268-6200, or by visiting 
the box office at 7714 
Ann Arbor Street (see 
website for current box 
office hours).
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

 continued on page 9

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
TRAFFIC JAMS, PRESS PASSES, 
NFL GAMES AND THANKSGIVING

From: Bill O’Reilly
The Chelsea Area 

Historical Society 
returns with their 
historic homes tour 
- though this year 
with a healthy twist 
- an Exterior / Walk-
ing Tour focused on 
the many historical 
homes on a single 
block - the first block 
of E. Middle Street 
(tours in future years 
will focus on oth-
er  blocks in town).   
Tours will take place 
on Saturday, De-
cember 11 with one-

Historic Homes 
Tour Returns to 

Chelsea
hour+ tours starting 
at 2:00, 2:30; 3:00 and 
3:30.    Each tour will 
start with a presen-
tation at the CAHS 
Museum and then a 
very short walk to the 
start of the tour (total 
tour distance – the 
equivalent of walking 
less than 3 blocks).   
Guides will provide 
background details 
on most of the 15 
houses. This will be an 
exterior only tour but 
finish inside the Chel-
sea House Victorian 
Inn for refreshments 

and a tour of the first 
floor of this mag-
nificent house.Tour 
groups will be limited 
to 15 people.  Tickets 
are $10 / person and 
MUST be purchased 
in advance.   Tickets 
can be purchased at 
the CAHS website 
(www.chelseahistory.
org) or in person at 
the CAHS museum 
from noon to 3:00 
Saturdays (128 Jack-
son Street - opposite 
the train depot).

Happy Thanksgiv-
ing.

I hope everyone 
stuffs themselves with 
turkey and pumpkin 
pie, the two most im-
portant foods at every 
Thanksgiving dinner. 
And, of course, I hope 
everyone enjoys the de-
licious leftovers for the 

next few days.
I have already pre-

pared myself for this 
year’s Thanksgiving 
bounty by creating a 
new hole near the tip 
of my belt. I definite-
ly need the extra room 
this holiday season.

One of these years 
I’m going to wear my 
pajama bottoms and 
slippers to Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with my fam-
ily. I would be so much 
more comfortable. 
Heck, I’m even think-
ing of bringing my own 
pillow and blanket for 
the certain after-meal 
“turkey sleep coma” on 
the living room couch.

I love Thanksgiving.
I love being with 

family.
I love putting my 

hand on my stuffed bel-
ly and saying “I can’t 
have anymore food” 
and then “forcing” my-
self to a second helping.

I love watching 
football on Thanks-
giving. Even though 
my beloved Lions al-
ways seem to lose in 
their traditional Turkey 
Day tussle — especial-
ly during this winless 
season — I still tune in 
every year with hopeful 
eyes.

Speaking of the Li-
ons, one of my favor-
ite Thanksgiving Day 
memories was covering 
the annual game for 
Heritage Newspapers in 

the early 2010s.
Detroit was playing 

the Green Bay Packers. 
Besides the Lions, the 
Packers are my favorite 
team. I can’t even ad-
equately describe how 
excited I was to be at-
tending the nationally 
televised NFL contest 
and covering the game 
as a member of the 
press.

The day of the game 
certainly didn’t start out 
well.

My fellow sports 
writing colleague Dave 
Merchant and I were 
both assigned to cover 
the game for Heritage 
Newspapers. There 
were a couple guys from 
our local coverage area 

who were playing for 
the Packers and it was 
our job to cover the 
contest and interview 
both players post game 
in the locker room.

I picked Dave up 
a couple hours before 
kickoff. We traveled up 
from Downriver (De-
troit’s southern sub-
urbs) and made our 
way downtown and 
instantly got stuck in 
a massive Thanksgiv-
ing Day traffic jam. 
We needed to get press 
passes at the Will Call 
both at Ford Field so 
that we could park in 
a designated area and 
take a shuttle to the sta-
dium. We needed to be 
at the designated area 

at a certain time and 
because of the stand 
still traffic jam, we were 
running late. We could 
see Ford Field — we just 
couldn’t get there. With 
time getting tight, Dave 
decided to jump out of 
my SUV and like Barry 
Sanders run and weave 
his way around multiple 
traffic-jam-stalled vehi-
cles all the way to Ford 
Field far in the distance.

Thinking back, we 
had no plan. I was just 
going to drive around in 
the slow traffic jam and 
hopefully find Dave in 
the now swelling mass 
of people and vehicles 
near Ford Field after he 
got our shuttle passes 
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from Will Call.
As I got close to Ford 

Field and was about to 
be swept away with the 
traffic, I strained my 
eyes looking for Dave 
in the crowd of people 
walking toward the sta-
dium. Then, in a scene 
straight out of “Chari-
ots of Fire,” I saw Dave 
emerge from the crowd, 
shuttle passes in hand, 
jogging at a quick pace, 
toward my barely mov-
ing vehicle. We met 
eyes. I swear I heard the 
“Chariots of Fire” mov-
ie theme song in the 
distance as he neared 
my SUV. I threw open 
my passenger door and 
he jumped in. In a mo-
ment of providence, as 
soon as Dave hopped 
in my vehicle, traffic 
eased up and I was able 
to “Steve McQueen” my 
way through the down-
town Detroit streets to 
our designated parking 
garage and our waiting 
shuttle.

The rest of the day 
went pretty smooth-
ly. The shuttle got us 
to Ford Field with no 
trouble dropping us off 
near the stadium’s press 
entrance. With official 
press passes in hand, we 
got through each check-
point and security area 
before taking the stadi-
um elevator to the top 
level of Ford Field and 
the press box area.

It was fun hobnob-
bing and rubbing shoul-

ON THE SIDELINE:
TRAFFIC JAMS, PRESS PASSES, 
NFL GAMES AND THANKSGIVING

 ➢ continued from page 8 ders with local and 
national sport writers 
and TV personalities 
in the large press box 
area. It was cool having 
a pregame Thanksgiv-
ing meal with everyone 
and sitting at a table and 
talking shop with peo-
ple I had either watched 
on TV or read in the 
local newspapers for 
years.

The game went as 
everyone predicted with 
a Lions blowout loss to 
the Packers. After cov-
ering the game, Dave 
and I took the eleva-
tor down to the locker 
room area of Ford Field. 
We waited with other 
sports writers, report-
ers and TV crews to 
enter the Packers locker 
room. After a few min-
utes, the locker room 
door flung open and the 
press was allowed in. It 
was pretty cool walking 
by quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers as he was being 
interviewed by a mob of 
reporters at his locker. 
I remember lineback-
er Clay Matthews also 
nearby being swamped 
by the press at his lock-
er.

Dave found his in-
terviewee, defensive 
tackle Cullen Jenkins 
(Belleville, CMU) and 
proceeded to get down 
to business asking his 
questions. As Dave con-
ducted his interview, I 
surveyed the crowded 
and noisy locker room 
looking for my “tar-

get” — rookie offensive 
guard T.J. Lang (Bir-
mingham Brother Rice, 
EMU). I finally found 
him in a far corner of 
the room. He was qui-
etly taking off his shoul-
der pads. No one was 
around him. I intro-
duced myself and start-
ed my interview. He was 
so laid back and friend-
ly. Just a young guy, and 
recent EMU graduate, 
living his dream of play-
ing in the NFL. By the 
end of our interview, I 
glanced over my shoul-
der and noticed mul-
tiple other sports writ-
ers and reporters now 
standing behind me 
taking notes and reach-
ing their tape recorders 
closer to hear Lang’s an-
swers to my questions. 
Of course, Lang would 
go on to become an All-
Pro guard and longtime 
fixture on the Green 
Bay offensive line and 
later end his stellar ca-
reer with his home state 
Lions. I always joke to 
myself that I was proba-
bly his first interview as 
an NFL player.

After our interviews 
were over, Dave and I 
headed out of the stadi-
um to the waiting shut-
tle. Later that night, we 
would write our stories.

It was a Thanksgiv-
ing Day I’ll never forget.

Happy Thanksgiv-
ing everyone.

Now pass me some 
pumpkin pie...

game:
Lucas Dunn had 

2 Passing TD to Nick 
Fisk.

Lucas Hanifan 
had 5 Catches for 116 
yards.

Trent Hill had 14 
carries for 85 yards and 
a TD.

Hunter Shaw had a 
big FG right before the 
half.

“The defense 
made a huge goal line 
stand  on 4-3 with 40 
seconds to go,” stat-
ed Lucas. Congrats to 
the Bulldogs and good 
luck at Ford Field!

THE BULLDOGS ARE 
FORD FIELD BOUND!

Photos By: Catherine Knight
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Together, residents 
of The Washtenaw Re-
gional Resource Man-
agement Authority 
(WRRMA) were able to 
reduce non-recyclable 
materials found in sin-
gle family residential 
recycling carts by 42% 
during the recent  Feet 
on the Street  cart-tag-
ging recycling ed-
ucation campaign. 
The  project aimed to 
improve the quality of 
materials residents in 
the Authority’s seven 
municipalities - Ann 
Arbor Township, Dex-

WRRMA’s Communitywide Campaign 
to Improve Curbside Recycling

Grant from Michigan EGLE & The Recycling Partnership Reduces Contamination 
by 42% with a Nationally Recognized Cart Tagging Campaign

ter, Saline, Scio Town-
ship, Pittsfield Town-
ship, Ypsilanti, and 
Ypsilanti Township. An 
audit of recycling from 
WRRMA communities 
showed a contamina-
tion rate of 19.5% prior 
to the campaign. After 
cart-tagging was com-
pleted, another audit 
showed a contamina-
tion reduction to 11.3%.

Feet on the Street is 
The Recycling Part-
nership’s nationally 
recognized curbside 
recycling education 
program, providing 

residents customized 
and real-time feedback 
on their curbside recy-
cling. For WRRMA, the 
goal was to reduce the 
number of items not 
accepted for curbside 
recycling and improve 
the quantity and quality 
of materials being recy-
cled. 

“We were really 
happy to see a reduc-
tion in the number of 
tags for contaminants 
like plastic films, and 
the audits showed a 
decrease in bagged re-
cycling and food waste 
in curbside recycling. 
Those items cause a lot 
of issues at the recycling 
processing facilities,” 
said Theo Eggermont, 
WRRMA Manager. 
“The effort showed that 
most residents want to 
recycle the right way 
and providing person-
alized feedback on what 
should and should not 
go into the curbside 
recycling bin can allow 
more materials to be 
turned into new prod-
ucts, keep valuable ma-
terials out of the land-
fill, and increase the 
value of the recycling 
stream.”

Over eight weeks, 
recycling detectives 
walked recycling routes 
to “tip and tag” – tip 
the lids of recycling 
carts and tag carts with 
non-recyclable materi-
als or recyclable items 
prepared the wrong way 
(i.e., bagged). These 
carts had an “Oops Tag” 
attached to it which 
informed the resident 
what item(s) needed to 
be removed. The most 
common item carts 
were tagged for was 
plastic bags and plastic 
film. While plastic bags 
and film are recyclable 
at local drop-offs (of-
ten in major grocery 
and retail stores), they 
cannot be collected 
with curbside recycling. 
At materials recovery 
facilities, these items 
cause major issues by 
tangling in the machin-
ery, slowing operations 
and creating safety risks 
for workers.

For WRRMA, this 

campaign was possible 
from a grant received by 
the Michigan Depart-
ment of Environment, 
Great Lakes and Ener-
gy, and The Recycling 
Partnership, a nonprofit 
organization that works 
with cities nationwide 
to transform their recy-
cling programs.

“The Recycling 
Partnership, in collab-
oration with Michigan 
EGLE, is proud of the 
results accomplished 
by WRRMA during 
the recent Feet on the 
Street recycling edu-
cation campaign,” said 
Cassandra Ford, Com-
munity Program Man-
ager at The Recycling 
Partnership. “The re-
sults achieved in this 
year’s recycling educa-
tion campaign show the 
power of partnership 
and how impactful re-
gional recycling initia-
tives can be when all 
stakeholders are part of 
the solution.”

WRRMA would 
like to thank its resi-
dents for participating 
in this campaign and 
keeping our recycling 
carts full of clean and 
dry recyclable mate-
rials. To maintain this 
success, we ask resi-
dents to continue to 
place only recyclable 
materials in their carts, 
including aluminum 
and steel cans, food 
and beverage cartons, 
paper products (such 
as newspapers, mail, 
and flattened cardboard 
and paperboard), and 
empty plastic bottles, 
jars, and jugs. Some 
communities accept 
glass while others do 
not, so WRRMA rec-
ommends checking the 
Waste Wizard recycling 

search at  www.wrrma.
org  or your municipal-
ity’s website for specific 
rules in your location.

Some items that 
cannot be recycled 
curbside include plas-
tic bags, paper towels, 
electrical equipment, 
batteries, and clothing. 
These items often get 
mixed into recycling 
carts because of “wish-
cycling,” or the hope 
that they can be recy-
cled. While well-inten-
tioned, non-recyclable 
materials cause serious 
issues and ultimately 
don’t end up being re-
cycled.

The Recycling Part-

nership initiative aligns 
with EGLE’s “Know It 
Before You Throw It” 
recycling education 
campaign featuring 
the  Recycling Raccoon 
Squad. The campaign 
is promoting best prac-
tices and emphasizes 
that recycling materials 
saves energy, reduces 
water use, decreases 
greenhouse gases, con-
serves resources, and 
translates into local 
jobs.

For more infor-
mation on what can 
and can’t go into the 
curbside recycling, vis-
it www.wrrma.org.


