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Chelsea City Council Meeting; 
Monday October 4, 2021

Chelsea City 
Council held a regular 
meeting on Monday 
October 4. 

The meeting began 
with a Call to Order; 
Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag of the Unit-
ed States.

The mayor ac-
knowledged the pass-
ing of Frank Hammer 
and his contribution 
to the City as a won-
derful public servant. 

Approval of Con-
sent Agenda: 

1. Meeting min-
utes of September 20, 
2021, regular meeting. 

2. Approval of 
Bills. The consent 
agenda was approved. 

Approval of Reg-

ular Agenda; The reg-
ular agenda was ap-
proved. 

Public Comments: 
Joanne Ladio spoke 
on the Bobcat report 
to the council.  She en-
couraged the council 
to look at the report 
of an opportunity. She 
stated that new pol-
icies are needed and 
the rewrite needs to 
include the communi-
ty and youth from the 
beginning.  She hopes 
that dialog is encour-
aged between the CPD 
and the community.  
Laura Damschroder 
spoke.  She agrees with 
Joanne Ladio.   She 
noted the improper 
handling of citizen 
complaints about po-
licing.   Complaints 

need to be formally 
logged and recorded.  
The findings really 
highlight the gaps in 
policy.  She stated that 
“we have a beautiful 
opportunity to learn 
and improve.”  Chel-
sea can be a leader and 
a resource for other 
small towns.  Rod An-
derson spoke on the 
report from Bobcat.   
Rod stated the com-
ments were prejudging 
the police department.  
He encourages that the 
community wait and 
see what Bobcat has to 
say before we reach a 
firm conclusion. 

Council Business 
was next:

1. November is Ci-
vility Month in Chel-
sea -information only 

(Iannelli).  Council-
man Iannelli spoke 
about the upcom-
ing events for civility 
month.  The HRC is 
only sponsoring the 
kick-off event.   

2. Parks and Rec-
reation Commission 
Appointment (John-
son) Eugene (Pat) 
Muldune applied for 
a position.  Holds a 
degree in wildlife bi-
ology.  Enjoys hiking 
and birdwatching and 
other outdoor physi-
cal activities.  Is very 
interested in improv-
ing the park and rec 
system for all the cit-
izens.    Pat Muldune 
was appointed and has 
his first meeting to-
morrow. 

BULLDOGS DEFEAT YPSILANTI

Story and photos on page 9. Photos By: Catherine Knight.
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From: Terris Ahrens
A custom brewed 

event from the Chel-
sea Area  Chamber 
of Commerce – RE-
TURNING OCTO-
BER 9th!

We’ll have multiple 
Michigan brews, and a 
special cocktail from 
both  The Crazy Dia-
mond  and  Ugly Dog 
Distillery. We’ll have 
food from  Smoke-

Backyard Beer 
Garden Returns 

October 9th!

house 52 BBQ,  The 
Lakehouse Bakery, 
and  Thompson’s Piz-
za. The Palmer Com-
mons will be filled 
with FREE to play 
games including Giant 
Beer Pong, Giant Flip 
Cup, Cornhole, Giant 
Kerplunk, Slammo, 
Fricket, Giant Yant-
zee, Giant Ring Toss, 
Bulz I Bucket, Giant 
Snookball, Giant Jen-

ga, Giant Connect 4, 
Giant Darts, Washer 
Toss, Kan Jam, Playing 
Cards, and Fowling!

$5 per person at 
the entrance. No ad-
vance ticket sales.

Thank you to 
our presenting spon-
sors –  Devil’s Hair-
cut  &  The Crazy Dia-
mond.

Don’t miss out on 
this awesome event!

Photos By: "Life in Michigan"

By: Michelle Elie, 
Realtor, GRI
Charles Reinhart 
Realtors
734-637-6376
michelleelie912@gmail.com

Happy fall every-
one!  The colors are 
changing, the air is 
crisp.  It seems everyone 
has a bit of pep to their 

The Real 
Estate 

Corner
3rd Quarter Statistics

The data used in these 
articles is obtained 

from the Ann Arbor 
Area Board of 
Realtors ML

step lately as we antici-
pate the beauty of fall in 
Michigan.

All I could say is 
“wow” when I put this 
quarters figures togeth-
er.  Never have I seen 
three months in a row 
when the average sales 

price exceeded the av-
erage list price, but it 
happened here in Chel-
sea.  Also notable is that 
the number of homes 
sold exceed the number 
listed.   You’ve heard me 
preach this all year long, 
and here’s the numbers, 
and they don’t lie!

I’m presenting the 
information a bit differ-
ently this time.  Let me 
know if you like this.

Multiple offers, es-
calation clauses, cash 
offers are still preva-
lent, and inventory is 
extremely scarce.  As I 
wrote this, there are 20 
homes available in Chel-
sea for sale. It’s a very 
difficult market to navi-
gate. The fourth quarter 
is typically strong, so 
don’t think you missed 
the boat on the strength 
of sales.   I invite you to 
reach out should you 
need assistance either 
buying or selling.

 July 2021
Number of homes listed  27
Number of homes sold  25
Average list price 390,064
Average sale price 399,790

August 2021
Number of homes listed  33
Number of homes sold     23
Average list price       359,946
Average sales price        361,553

September 2021
Number of homes listed    22
Number of homes sold     27
Average list price       392,822
Average sale price         393.028

Quarterly Summary
Number of homes listed       72
Number of homes sold         75
Average list price           293,262
Average sale price         293,805
Average days on market    16
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I’ve heard her 
mention before: 
“With things moving 
back to somewhat 
normal activities, this 
year is like my 2nd-
1st year. It’s exciting 
to get this opportu-
nity!”
- Lisa Leonard

(I had worked 
with previous band 
director Rick Cath-
erman. Below is a 
previous note from 
him.)

Why have a 
Marching Band Exhi-
bition?

The answer is 
quite simple, high 
school band mem-
bers work extremely 
hard and are dedi-
cated to their instru-
ment, their ensem-
ble, their school, and 
to their artistic craft.  
The CHS MB Exhi-
bition has been es-
tablished to provide 
a performance envi-
ronment for the au-
dience to experience 
the marching band 
beyond the typical 
Friday night football 
game.  Our goal is to 
provide high school 
marching bands the 
opportunity to per-
form in front of a 
knowledgeable au-
dience, to grow and 
learn through feed-
back and assessment 
provided by repu-
table clinicians, to 
share a common per-
formance experience 
with peers from other 
high schools, and to 
have an opportunity 
to observe and learn 
from one of the fin-
est college marching 
bands in the state and 
across the country.

Thank you for be-
ing here.
Rick L. Catherman,
Director of Bands, 
Chelsea High 
School

This is the 13th 
annual Marching 
Band Exhibition.  We 
are back after what I 
like to call ‘the Great 
Pause’ of the pandem-
ic.  Eastern Michigan 

Mrs. Alison Roberts, 
new CHS Band Director

University Marching 
Band is our special 
guest band.  11 other 
area bands will be at-
tending.  Coach Josh 
Lucas and the football 
team will be in atten-
dance after practice 
to support their Pride 
of Chelsea Marching 
band about 7:30pm. 
Dr. Julie Helber will 
be in attendance.  She 
mentioned this is one 
of her favorite events.  
Bearclaw Coffee, 
Bulldog Nutrition, 
Athletic Boosters 
Concessions will all 
be on site.

I have been work-
ing alongside of her 
as the Band Parent 
Coordinator and the 
Marching Band Event 
C o o r d i n a t o r … . .
during Band Camp, 
Friday night Football 
Games, Homecom-
ing.  Here is what I 
have seen/heard:

• C o n t a g i o u s 
laughter and energy

• E m p o w e r i n g 
students to be their 
best

• Collaboration 
with others
Lisa Leoanrd

Mikaila Leonard, 
Junior, Drum Major, 
flute/piccolo:  

• Commitment to 
the theory of ‘One’.  
We are One family.  It 
takes all of us

• Learning is 
made fun

• Guided Drum 
Majors to come up 
with their goal Phi-
losophy for the year, 
which is: Fun, Enthu-
siastic and Productive

“Coming into this 
job Mrs. Roberts had 
some big shoes to fill. 
She also had some 
major challenges, like 
how to make band 
work during Covid, 
but she has done an 
excellent job over  
these past two years. 
Right before band 
camp she asked us 
drum majors to come 
up with three words 
that we wanted band 
camp to look like, 
which then evolved 
to how we wanted 

our whole year to go. 
The three of us talked 
about it for a little bit 
and decided we want-
ed the band to be fun, 
enthusiastic, and pro-
ductive. I think we’ve 
done a great job in-
corporating these into 
the band so far. Mrs. 
Roberts especially is 
always so enthusias-
tic about everything 
even on the bad days. 
She does her part in 
making band fun, but 
she really wants us 
students to make it 
fun while also mak-
ing it productive. 
These may not be 
her exact words, but 
she always says ‘you 
can’t be productive 
if you are not having 
fun.’ I think that real-
ly helped set the tone 
for band camp this 
year because we made 
some really awesome 
memories that I’ll 
always remember. 
Working with her has 
been amazing, and I 
can’t wait to continue 
working with her this 
year and the next!”

Jared Atkin-
son,Senior,  Band 
Manager, Bass Clari-
net:

“Mrs. Roberts 
has continued on the 
Chelsea Band moto, 
“ONE”, meaning we 
perform as one, we 
rehearse as one, and 
we face challenges 
as one. Having her, 
who is filling a huge 
pair of shoes, contin-
ues to push us to take 
the band, the same 
way Mr. Catherman 
did, to the highest 
level of achievement 
there is, in which we 
all appreciate. My fa-
vorite memory with 
Mrs. Roberts was the 
first time she was in 
the band tower, she 
could only make it to 
the middle section, 
and even that was 
rough as she’s afraid 
of heights. Then when 
she made it to the top, 
a whole year later, it 
was a death grip to 
the railing the whole 
time.”

From: Lindsey Dahl
Everyone is  wel-

come  to come check 
out a fun, colorful and 
festive art show at Wild 
Feather Studio,  the 
home studio/gallery 
of Lindsey Dahl. Get a 
jump on your holiday 
shopping this year by 
visiting these  local art-
ists who  are displaying 
their craft at this quaint 
event.

Original paintings, 
unique pottery, hand-
made pure soy candles, 
handmade cards & ar-
tisan soaps, and multi-
media collages can be 
found displayed! 

Complementary ci-
der, doughnuts &  fresh 
popcorn will be avail-

Festive Art 
Show at Wild 

Feather Studio

able on site to enjoy 
while checking out the 
unique birds housed on 
the property. 

No admission fee. 

Location: 4671 Walz 
Rd, Jackson MI 49201 
(across from sandhill 
crane winery).

Time: 10am-5pm.

From: Emily 
Lake, Associate 
Transportation 
Planner
Washtenaw Area 
Transportation 
Study

On September 
6, 2021 Chelsea City 
Council unanimous-
ly approved to re-de-
ploy the Chelsea POP 
demonstration proj-
ect throughout the 
month of October. 
Building on the suc-
cess of last year’s proj-
ect, residents will see 
temporary, low-cost 
street improvements 

“Chelsea POP” 
demonstration 

project to 
re-deploy this 

month
popping up on more 
neighborhood streets 
including W. and E. 
MIddle Street., S. East 
Street, Washington 
Street and Madison 
Street. Treatments 
chosen during a pub-
lic input period this 
summer included 
shared lane mark-
ings, medians, striped 
parking, weighted 
pedestrian cones, re-
movable speed cush-
ions, and wayfinding 
signs. These improve-
ments are aimed at 
slowing traffic and 
increasing safety for 

pedestrians and bicy-
clists. 

Residents are en-
couraged to share 
feedback through an 
online survey that 
will be available on 
the project website 
while improvements 
are being demon-
strated. The City of 
Chelsea will be col-
lecting this feedback 
to determine what 
improvements should 
be made permanent.

More information 
can be found at mi-
wats.org/chelseapop. 
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Savings in
Chelsea

By: Kitty Golding
An 1850 Greek Re-

vival home received  a 
new addition and a 
renovation when we 
teamed up with Ryan 
and Rebecca Olivier of 
Whitmore Lake.  They 
had lovingly restored 
much of their historic 
home by themselves 
and were ready to 
tackle an 800 square 
foot expansion of the 
kitchen and the 2nd 

INTERIOR DESIGN MATTERS 
The Inside Story

Rebecca and Kitty in her new kitchen
Photograph by Angelabrownphotography

Kitchen with extended sitting area

Master Bedroom

floor master bedroom.   
After interviewing 
the clients and seeing 
their love for color and 
pattern, we set out to 
bring these new spaces 
to life by starting with 
a colorful toile – The 
same pattern but dif-
ferent color was used 
in the kitchen and the 
bedroom as the inspi-
ration.  We asked them 
what they found most 
enjoyable about the 

process of their interi-
or design project,  and 
Rebecca, a fabric fash-
ionista replied that 
seeing all the options 
of textiles and sam-
ples for the space was 
indeed one of the best 
parts.  She chimed in 
to say, “I love fabrics, 
patterns and colors 
and enjoy looking at 
the samples and op-
tions. Our home has a 
very specific aesthetic 
and Kitty and team re-
ally were able to hon-
or this look while still 
pushing it a bit in a 
new direction.”

This was the first 
time this busy couple 
worked with an inte-
rior designer – both 
of them experiencing 
a different perspec-
tive this time around 
-  Rebecca was not the 
one sewing the custom 
draperies and Ryan 
was not installing the 
trim.  

We took the op-
portunity to layer tex-
tures, color, lighting 
and patterns – par-
alleling the layers of 
history and character  
experienced in each 
room of this old home.  

Rebecca was excited 
about the two differ-
ent cabinet colors in 
the kitchen.  She men-
tioned that she  never 
would have selected 
the natural cherry, 
and had been think-
ing of green cabinets 
but loves the custom 
blue color we ended 
up with – all which 
came together during 
the design process. We 
also designed a very 
traditional and fitting 
tile backsplash using 
Pratt and Larson tiles, 
bringing in the colors 
of the cabinets and the 
window treatments, 
and spanned the cab-
inets with a subtle 
blue quartz soapstone 
countertop.

The style, cohe-
siveness and longevity 
of design style were all 
aspects of their project 
that had to be fore-
most in the details. Re-
becca wrapped up by 
saying, “ having a fin-
ished project that was 
layered and interest-
ing and timeless and 
made sense with our 
home's overall existing 
aesthetic was definitely 
accomplished” . 
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The Chelsea 
Chamber of Com-
merce hosted a vir-
tual City Council 
Candidate Forum on 
September 16th. Paul 
Schissler moderat-
ed for both the City 
Council and the can-
didates for Mayor.  
Each candidate had 3 
minutes to introduce 
themselves and make 
opening statements. 

Tony Iannelli went 
first:  “I’ve been on 
council for 4 years.  
Attended Western 
University College of 
Engineering.  Been 
involved in Western 
Recycling Authority. 
SRSLY, Human Rights 
Commission,  Chelsea 
Master Plan comple-
tion, Revitalization of 
Mac Building, Acqui-
sition of the right of 
Old US 12 from the 
county.  Now the City 
of Chelsea will main-
tain a B2B trail sector.  
I’m running and want 
to represent the resi-
dents of the city.”

David Keiser was 
next: “I’ve lived in 
Chelsea all my life, 
went to school here, 
and wanted to raise 
my children here.  Em-
ployed by the Lumber 
Company, coaching 
youth sports, watch-
ing the village thrive 
and grow into a city 
while still maintaining 
a small town appeal.  I 
feel that disagreements 
are not what we need 
in a small town.  We 
need to remember that 
we are all neighbors.”  

Christine (Kate) 
Mehuron: “I’ve been a 
resident of Washtenaw 
County for 32 years.  
I’m a professor of phi-
losophy at Eastern 
Michigan. I was a Dex-
ter Township Plan-
ning Commissioner. 
Also, I was a liaison 
on the Huron River 
Watershed Council.  I 
earned a master’s plan-
ner certificate. I adore 
all of the arts and en-
tertainment.  I never 
rest easy with enjoying 
and consuming things.  
I need to give back. 
Appointed to the zon-
ing board of appeals 
and parks.

I love Chelsea.  It 
is for this reason that 
I am running.   A vi-
brant downtown, 
beautiful library, the 
Purple Rose Theater, 
many active churches, 
a community that has 
embraced both Laura 
and myself.   Grew up 
in a small town.  Uncle 
was the mayor, grand-
parents were clerks.  
He has served on ev-
ery Church Board.  
Served on Okemos 
School Board.  We get 
things done when we 
work together.    Only 
through working to-
gether can we accom-
plish anything.”

Phil Sawicki:  “I’m 
not a politician, just 
sharing my story.  I am 

Chelsea City Council Candidate Forum
a Michigan native born 
and raised in Detroit.  
After winters in the 
UP, I was too cold and 
moved to California.  
We returned to Mich-
igan to raise our son.  
I became an Ann Ar-
bor Police Officer and 
when I visited Chel-
sea I  was impressed.  
Bought a home and 
have been here for the 
last 30 years.  I walk 
my dog, Leo, around 
town every day.  I have 
a Master’s Degree in 
Public Administration 
and am ready to put 
that into practice.”

Steven Wright:  “I 
am the dinosaur guy.  
I moved to Chelsea 
in 1977.  I took an 
academic position at 
U of M and my wife 
was attending gradu-
ate school.   My wife 
served on the school 
board for Chelsea. 
Most of my commu-
nity activities were as-
sociated with my sons 
growing up.  I  was 
the chair of the water 
study committee.  I am 
one of seven Chelsea 
citizens who identified 
problems and came 
up with recommenda-
tions.”

Next, questions 
were asked to the can-
didates:

Question One: 
Describe an issue in 
Chelsea that you feel 
is a top priority to ad-
dress.

Tony Iannelli: “Re-
sponsible growth.  The 
city needs more hous-
ing, civility. We are di-
vided on various top-
ics. Maintaining roads, 
expanding green 
space, equipment, land 
use, zoning permits.  
Things we disagree on 
will be there but that 
doesn’t mean we can't 
be civil.”

David Keiser:  “My 
priority is law enforce-
ment.  Law enforce-
ment is what it takes 
to keep this city safe 
and a desirable place 
to live.  I feel we have 
wasted money on this 
issue and it needs to be 
addressed.”

Christine:  “Careful 
planning and balanc-
ing of our resources, 
spaces. Fully supports 
the new master plan.  
Interested in reigniting 
liaison work with con-
servation groups, B2B 
trail development.  Ex-
cited to be involved in 
the operational aspect,  
A strong advocate of 
community policing, 
collaborating with 
mental health, domes-
tic violence.  Chelsea 
citizens could work 
with the police depart-
ment and council with 
planning.”  

Bill Ruddock:  
“None of us can walk 
in and have the au-
thority to say what our 
top priority is.  Listen 
to the citizens and 
work on strategies and 
address the concerns 
of the citizens. I think 
the current council 

has tried very hard to 
listen.  It takes time 
but I appreciate what 
the council is trying to 
do.”

Phil Sawicki:  “My 
top priority will be to 
restore respect for law 
enforcement.  Main-
tain the character of 
Chelsea.  Most im-
portant thing is to 
maintain a small-town 
atmosphere we enjoy.” 

Steven Wright: 
“We are close enough 
to observe the main 
street traffic. Traffic 
has increased signifi-
cantly.  There is a lim-
ited amount of things 
we can do as a city.  We 
need to investigate a 
better way of working 
with the state. Afford-
able housing is a con-
cern.”

Question Two: 
How can we increase 
the number of  homes 
so people who work in 
Chelsea can afford to 
live in Chelsea?

David Keiser: “No 
local unit of govern-
ment can interfere 
with the price point.  
We would need to sub-
sidize by employing a 
housing authority and 
raising taxes which 
nobody wants.”

Christine:  “When 
I think of affordable 
housing I think of 
more mixed-use devel-
opments. City Coun-
cil, Planning Com-
missions and Zoning 
Board, and the down-
town development.”  

Bill Ruddock: “I 
agree entirely with 
Christine.  It’s really 
through the master 
plan, zoning, and de-
velopment.  That’s all 
happening with the 
help of the city.  We can 
leverage that without 
taking tax dollars.  The 
DDA can play a role in 
helping us make that 
happen.”

Phil Sawicki: “I 
think of two catego-
ries: cost of builder, 
land, and materials.  
Our ability to create 
affordable housing 
based on that is some-
what limited.  The only 
alternative is an in-
tervention of govern-
ment.  Tax breaks or 
subsidizing the hous-
ing.  Nobody wants to 
cut the tax base or in-
crease taxes.” 

Steven Wright: 
“With the recent zon-
ing review and mod-
ification.  There have 
been attempts to pro-
vide more affordable 
housing.  ADUs.  Is 
one opportunity that 
can be done to provide 
more housing that falls 
in the range of more 
affordable.” 

Tony Iannelli: 
“There is a shortage 
of affordable hous-
ing all over the place.  
Because Chelsea is a 
desirable place prices 
are driven up.  Chel-
sea is not affordable 
for people that work 
here.  We have worked 
together with develop-

ers as they present us 
with plans.  A diversity 
of housing within the 
city limits.  We can do 
without subsidizing.” 

Question Three: 
What experience do 
you have with formu-
lating and implement-
ing policies? 

Christine: “EMU, 
Associate Dean of the 
largest college on cam-
pus.  Governed bud-
get and policy.  Dexter 
Planning commission. 
Rewrote the bi-laws in 
the commission.  I like 
policy, it’s a guideline.”

Bill Ruddock: “I’m 
in the middle of re-
writing a policy right 
now with a church.  I 
have been involved 
in policy writing for 
churches, personal and 
financial, check and 
balances.  It’s a good 
question because that’s 
what the council does.  
We want to have poli-
cy be the implementa-
tion of our vision.” 

Phil Sawiki: “My 
entire career as a po-
lice officer was imple-
menting the policies.” 

Steve Wright: “Hu-
ron River Watershed 
Council, a member 
since 1979, is current-
ly a rep for the city of 
Chelsea.  In the early 
90s, a decision had to 
be made about going 
big or going home.  
Grants or external 
funding.”  

Tony Ianelli: “Most 
of my experience in 
terms of policy is re-
viewing and inter-
preting policy.  It’s im-
portant to review the 
policy on the council.  
It’s important to re-
view and understand 
the charter.”  

David Keiser: “I 
have not really worked 
with policy creating.  
I’ve worked with fami-
ly and kids and coach-
ing.  It has a lot to do 
with common sense.” 

Question Four: 
There are strong opin-

ions and desires in 
Chelsea residents.  
How will you balance 
that?

Bill: “Being on 
council I expect the 
council to listen to the 
community.  If a mem-
ber is uncivil and try-
ing to get something 
off their chest, we have 
to model by our dia-
log. I look to the may-
or to make sure the 
council has adequate 
time to discuss issues.  
The board is doing a 
good job of trying to 
address the concerns. 
We need to listen, do 
what's right for the 
community and act 
like leaders instead of 
angry citizens.” 

Phil: “Govern-
ment is a neutral body 
whose function is to 
deliver services.”

Steven:  “Hopeful-
ly, we as a council can 
talk and resolve our 
internal differences.  
We need to remember 
that people requesting 
things don’t always 
know what the council 
can and cannot do.” 

Tony Iannelli: “It’s 
imperative that the 
council is focused on 
the needs of the com-
munity.  It’s important 
to listen to the com-
munity because that’s 
who we work for.”  

David Keiser: “I 
know not everyone 
will agree with all of 
my decisions.  I will 
make my decisions to 
keep our city safe and 
desirable.  We need to 
think before we speak 
and be civil. Indepen-
dent and objective in 
my decision-making.”  

Christine: “Think 
of our community 
without national poli-
tics.  I like the ethical 
principles posted on 
the website.  The eth-
ical guidelines if they 
are followed will pro-
tect us.   I am weary of 
speech that would vi-
olate our nondiscrim-

ination ordinance.  
Free speech can be 
censored or used in a 
hateful way.  We take 
an oath to protect.”

Question Five: 
Why are you running?

Phil: I’d be hon-
ored to use my time 
and talents to serve 
the public.  I want to 
restore a balance that 
has been dominated 
by a particular point of 
view.”

Steven: “My deci-
sion to  run was driv-
en by some concerns 
expressed by national 
politics and polariza-
tion to try to do some-
thing about that.” 

Tony Iannelli: “I 
want to give back to 
the community that 
has given me so much.  
I want to continue to 
move the community 
forward.  Hopefully, 
we emerge from Covid 
without any of our 
businesses having to 
close.  That’s incredi-
ble.”

David Keiser:  I’m 
running because I love 
this city, this commu-
nity.  I want to give 
back to it. I would like 
to help out in any way 
I can.” 

Christine: “My 
own skills are fitted to 
the council and can 
contribute to equal-
ity.  My status as an 
educator and teacher 
in terms of civil rights 
and being a woman 
and a member of var-
ious intersectional 
groups. I think you’ll 
have a  more represen-
tative council if I’m on 
it.”

BIll: “I’m running 
because I love Chel-
sea.  I can work with 
people.  I’ll listen to 
the city, listen to the 
citizens and dream of 
what our city should 
look like and put pol-
icies in place to make 
those dreams come 
true.” 

By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
COUCH CUSHIONS, WEIGHT GAIN, 
CHEESECAKE AND A LIFE COACH

Well, it’s now four 
months since I frac-
tured my tibia, tore my 
calf muscle, injured my 
ankle, bruised my heel 
and cracked a rib.

How’d I do that, you 
ask?

I was dumb enough 
to jump off the roof of 
my shed. I think that 
stupid act puts me on 
the list for the “Dar-
win Award” doesn’t 
it? I don’t know who 
nominated me (maybe 
my ortho doc?) or how 
many other idiots like 

me are on the list (prob-
ably thousands, if not 
millions), but since my 
injury I’ve been receiv-
ing e-mails and snail 
mail from the “Darwin 
Award Association” in-
forming me about the 
association’s practic-
es and procedures and 
laws and bylaws, what-
ever that means. So, I 
reckon I’m officially on 
the “Darwin Award” 
list.

I deserve it.
I’m a moron.
I had an entire sum-

mer of to-do projects 
around my house and 
inside, but because of 
my poor decision to 
jump off my shed’s roof, 
I’ve been relegated to 
my couch all summer. 
One positive thing to 
come out of all of this is 
that my favorite couch 
cushion now has a per-
fect mold of my rear end 
permanently grooved 

into its upper layer. I’ve 
been sitting on the same 
couch cushion for four 
months straight every 
day so now it’s broken 
in like a well-oiled base-
ball mitt. It’s like a cow-
boy hopping onto his 
well-worn saddle every 
day to herd his cattle, 
except in my case, it’s 
my fat rear end plop-
ping down with my bag 
of Doritos and chip dip 
(don’t judge) onto my 
pre-molded butt-cheek 
imprint of a couch 
cushion.

Since I have been 
hobbling around on 
crutches for the past 
four months, I thought 
I might have lost weight 
because of all the physi-
cal endurance and work 
I’ve had to put in every 
day just to get around. 
I hadn’t weighed my-
self since my accident. 
Earlier this week I de-
cided to finally get on a 

scale and check out my 
weight. I was hoping I’d 
lost a few LBs.

I gained 10 pounds.
How did I gain 10 

pounds in four months?
That’s so me.
Other normal, 

responsible people 
would’ve used these past 
four months to recharge 
and reassess their exis-
tence and strive to live 
and eat better.

I’ve used these past 
four months to learn I 
have an unhealthy love 
for cheesecake and Otis 
Spunkmeyer chocolate 
chip muffins.

I need help.
I need a life coach.
On a happier note, 

I was able to actually 
go outside and do some 
yard work last weekend. 
I have two giant walnut 
trees in my front yard. 
Because of the recent 
storms, high winds and 
rain we’ve had, my lawn 

was covered with hun-
dreds, if not thousands, 
of baseball-sized wal-
nuts. I went out, crutch-
es in tow, and spent a 
couple hours hobbling 
around raking with one 
arm and steadying my-
self with the other arm. 
I was able to get a pretty 
good rhythm going and 
in no time my raking 
and hobbling on crutch-
es routine was working 
like a fine-tuned ma-
chine. The worst part 
was having to bag all the 
walnuts. Thankfully, I 
was helped by two won-
derful young men, who, 
I guess, while driving by 
my house saw me strug-
gling on my crutches, 
took pity on me, parked 
their car, ran over and 
finished bagging my 
final two piles. It took 
them five minutes to 
do what would’ve tak-
en me a half hour on 
my crutches. Derrick 

and Jason, thank you, 
so much. I guess there’s 
still hope for humani-
ty with young guys like 
that around.

I’m starting to be 
able to put weight on 
my injured leg and ac-
tually walk without my 
crutches for short dis-
tances. That’s been a big 
win for me recently.

Now if only I could 
lose my “injury weight.”

I wonder if the 
“Darwin Award Associ-
ation” has a banquet at 
the end of the year for 
people on their list?

Maybe they’ll serve 
cheesecake.

I’ve developed so 
many bad eating habits 
these past four months.

Like the butt crater 
on my couch cushion, 
I’m in deep.

I so need a life 
coach.

Or a dietician...

Photo By: Amy Eckland

LEGENDS
CLASSIC @ 

HURON MEADOWS

Team Scores (Blue Division)
1. Chelsea- 49
2. Saint Francis (Ohio)- 67
3. Sylvania Northview (Ohio)- 93
4. Fenton- 102
5. East Lansing- 138
6. Flushing- 184
(18 total teams)

Coach Swager's 
Comments:

This was our first 
time attending the Leg-
ends Classic, and I think 
we will return. We saw 
schools from Ohio and 
different conferences. 
Our guys ran according 
to plan, earning the vic-
tory within the last nine 
furlongs of the race:

Connell made a de-
cisive surge during the 
3rd kilometer to break 
the race open. Bram, 
Zeb, and Jonas all placed 
in the top dozen, and 
Nick Spruce proved the 
relevance of our "Why 
you actually Matter cam-
paign." In keeping with 
using a variety of mea-
surement units, placing 
five runners in the top 
score is a great accom-
plishment. Leo capped 
off the varsity medal 
winners with his lifetime 
best. In the thrilling JV 
contest, Ethan lead our 
six medal winners by fol-
lowing the varsity race 
plan. 32nd after 1000 
meters, Ethan attacked 
the front group like a 
Tazmanian devil, gar-
nering a 7th place finish. 
Congrats to all the sea-
son or lifetime best per-
formers. Our next race 
is the Portage Invite next 
Sat. We plan to be at the 
top of our game for the 
biggest meet in the state.

10/2/2021 MOSTLY FLAT 
COURSE, 70 DEGREES 

PARTLY SUNNY, SEMI-HUMID

Individual 
Overall Places 

& Times
Varsity Results

1. Connell Alford  15:54
7. Bram Hartsuff  16:23
10. Zebedee Swager 17:02
11 . Jonas Norwood 17:04
20. Nick Spruce  17:15
42. Leo Swager  17:51

(145 runners in race)

JV Results
7. Ethan Kapolka  1816
16. Colby Pfieffer  1846
19 Grayson Eckland 1850
21 Misha McElrath 1858
31 Mo Cugliari  1926
53 John Putnam  2008
89 Colin Kovick  2141
107 Gabe Muckle  2218
117 Jay Hawkins  2249
133 John Muckle  2344

(197 runners in race)
Bold= PR

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

STOCKBRIDGE 
INVITATIONAL AT 
STOCKBRIDGE HS

OCT. 2, 2021 SUNNY, 
PLEASANT, FAST COURSE,

65 DEGREES

Coaches 
Comments (Pat 
Clarke): “We had 
a great team effort 
today! We had 14girls 
run and we had 10 
Prs or season best 
times. It does not 
get any better than 
that. It makes this old 
coach proud to watch 
these young ladies 
run!

Sophomore Tril-
ian Krug led the way 
with a 13th place fin-
ish in 19:55. Senior 
Captain Kate Gaiser 
had another great race 
to place 16th in 19:58. 
Junior Audra Guthre 
ran her best race yet 
to place 19th in 20:24. 
Finally Freshmen 
Natalia DeMea and 
Lauren Thompson 
finished the scoring 
placing 26th(20:47) 
and 27th(20:50) re-
spectively.

We ran extreme-
ly well as a team and 
improved. In all 14 
runners that ran for 
us today won med-
als. We continue to 
improve, and get 
stronger with each 
meet. We are com-
ing together nicely 
as a team. We will be 
heard from before the 
end of this season!”
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 ➢ continued from page 1

The Bulldogs trav-
eled to Ypsilanti to 
take on the Grizzlies 
last Friday night and 
came away with an-
other big win with a 
score of 49-13.

Top plays of the 
game:

Lucas Hanifan had 
two touchdowns in-
cluding a 77 yard kick 
return.

Trent Hill had 
3 TD and 180 Total 
Yards.

Cole Munson had 
1 TD.

Tyson Hill Had 1 
TD.

“The defense only 
gave up 13 points,” 
said head coach Josh 
Lucas. The Bulldogs 
improved to 6-0 and 
clinched a share of the 
SEC White. They will 
travel to Tecumseh 
this Friday.

By Charla Hamilton 
charlachelseaguardian@gmail.com

BULLDOGS DEFEAT YPSILANTI
CHELSEA BULLDOGS FOOTBALL
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The UMRC & 
Porter Hills Founda-
tion is excited to an-
nounce it has received 
$25,000 from the Aro-
ha Philanthropies Vi-
tality Arts Granting 
program. These funds 
will support arts in-
struction for residents 
of UMRC’s historic 
Chelsea Retirement 
Community (CRC) 
campus as part of the 
project, Art of Aging: 
Crafting a Creative 
Community.

This project will 
offer an opportunity 
across CRC’s contin-

UMRC & Porter Hills Foundation Receives Grant 
from Aroha Philanthropies Vitality Arts Program

Gift Supports Arts Classes for Chelsea Retirement Community Residents

uum of care for inde-
pendent and assisted 
living residents and 
those receiving care at 
the Kresge Healthcare 
and Rehabilitation 
Center to learn the art 
of pottery, watercol-
ors, and acrylic paint-
ing from local, profes-
sional teaching artists. 
Each class will also 
include a culminating 
event to showcase the 
finished artwork they 
create.

“Life enrichment 
is one of the Foun-
dation’s four priority 
fundraising initia-

tives, helping the older 
adults we serve to find 
their purpose, follow 
their passions, and live 
life to the fullest,” said 
UMRC & Porter Hills 
Foundation President, 
Wendy Brightman. 
“We know the arts are 
a vital part of healthy 
aging, and we are 
thrilled to have this 
unique opportunity 
to provide meaningful 
arts instruction for the 
older adults we serve.”

Since launching 
arts classes at CRC 
in 2017, thanks to 
an initial grant from 
Aroha Philanthropies 
and gifts from oth-
er funders, UMRC & 
Porter Hills has of-
fered a variety of arts 
programming, includ-
ing theatre arts, uku-
lele, pottery, painting, 
and more, for over 200 
residents.

“The UMRC & 

Porter Hills Foun-
dation is grateful to 
Aroha Philanthropies 
for this opportunity 
to continue to provide 
residents with lifelong 
learning and creative 
opportunities,” said 
Brightman. “Especial-
ly following the isola-
tion felt as a result of 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, these arts class-
es are a welcome op-
portunity for residents 
to enjoy social times 
with their neighbors 
and express them-
selves in new ways, 
while developing or 
discovering their ar-
tistic creativity.”

A brand new art 
studio opened on the 
CRC campus during 
COVID. This space, 
also made possible 
thanks to philanthrop-
ic dollars, is dedicated 
for residents to use 
and demonstrate their 

To learn how you can help, visit 
UMRCFoundation.UMRCPH.com 

or contact the UMRC Foundation at 
734.433.1000 ext. 7502

Your Support 
Enriches  
the Lives of  
Older Adults! 

Whether through the arts, fitness, or spiritual 
programming, Life Enrichment at UMRC & Porter Hills 

helps the older adults we serve to find their purpose, 
follow their passions, and live life to the fullest.  

artistic expressions.
Brightman add-

ed, “We are delighted 
for the older adults 
we serve to have the 
opportunity to utilize 
this new space for this 
exciting project and 

honored to partner 
with Aroha Philan-
thropies to make the 
arts available and ac-
cessible for our resi-
dents.”

 ➢ continued from page 1
3. Part-time Em-

ployee Wage Increase 
(Hanifan).  The wage 
increase is 3% and is 
in line with other in-
creases. All part-time 
employees are in the 
police department as 
dispatch or are cross-
ing guards.  The mo-
tion passed.

4. Map Amend-
ment to City of Chel-
sea; Zoning Map to 
City of Chelsea; Zon-
ing Ordinance. (Or-
dinance Number 181) 
– First Reading (Par-
cel 06-06-12-306-033 
(Upfal),  this was re-
zoned to RC with the 
intent for wetlands.  
But parcel F does not 
have wetland present 
so it should be rezoned 
to R1 single family. The 
motion was approved. 

5. Map Amend-

Chelsea City Council Meeting; Monday October 4, 2021
ment to City of Chel-
sea; Zoning Map to 
City of Chelsea; Zon-
ing Ordinance. (Or-
dinance Number 181) 
– First Reading (Parcel 
06-06-12-306-034 & 
Parcel 06-06- 12-306-
035) (Upfal),  Parcels 
E and G. The motion 
passed. 

 6. Text Amend-
ment to City of Chel-
sea Zoning Ordinance 
(Ordinance Number 
181) – First Reading 
(9.06A) (Upfal), the 
next four agenda items 
were proactively sub-
mitted by the planning 
commission to provide 
clarity and consistency 
in the language.  The 
motion passed. 

7. Text Amend-
ment to Chelsea 
Zoning Ordinance 
(Ordinance Number 
181) – First Read-

ing (9.07A) (Upfal). 
This regards project-
ing signs, previously 
called perpendicular.   
The signs are creative 
and bring character 
to downtown.  The 
planning commission 
would like to go back 
to the previous size 
rather than the current 
more restrictive size. 

8. Text Amend-
ment to City of Chel-
sea Zoning Ordinance 
(Ordinance Number 
181) – First Reading 
(9.08A) (Upfal). Non-
residential wall sign.  
The new zoning en-
courages parking in 
the rear.  One wall sign 
per facade.  The mo-
tion passed. 

 9. Text Amend-
ment to City of Chel-
sea Zoning Ordinance 
(Ordinance Number 
181) – First Reading 

(Article 10.02 C-1 and 
C-2) (Upfal). The hope 
is to provide more 
clarity. Lot minimums 
are easier to under-
stand.  The intent is 
to allow development 
but to preserve natu-
ral spaces. The motion 
was approved. 

Staff Reports; 1. 
City Manager John 
Hanifan.  The under-
ground fiber project 
should start next week 
on Main.  It is an un-
derground directional 
bore. Chelsea Pop 2.0, 
hopefully, the weather 
turns around, and can 
finish it up. 

Council Reports; 
Wisely, watched the 
planning commis-
sion and task force 
meeting.  He hopes to 
see more attendance 
from people running 
for the city council. 
Western Washtenaw 
Recycling was can-
celed due to a family 
emergency.  HRC is 
meeting Wednesday. 
Ms. Albertson dis-
cussed the planning 

commission agenda.   
Mr. Feeny discussed 
Wave bus expanded 
service to Stockbridge 
and Manchester.  M. 
Kwas attended the 
transportation work-
ing group. Ms. Pa-
checo announced the 
CapDart meeting this 
week.  The commu-

nity center task force 
did finalize the youth 
survey. The mayor has 
had issues with her 
email.  If she has not 
responded, please re-
send the email.   

Adjournment; the 
motion passed. And 
the meeting ended.


