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The Agenda and 
consent agenda were 
quickly passed.  The 
meeting minutes 
were passed.  The No-
vember 2020 and De-
cember 2020 financial 
reports; Jason Eyster 
stated that he went 
over the reports and 

Chelsea Board 
of Education 

Regular Meeting
By Aimee Bingham Osinski
anbingham@gmail.com

urged the acceptance 
of the reports. The re-
ports passed. 

There was a pre-
sentation on the 
NWEA by Heather 
Conklin and Cathy 
Kotlarek.  Heather 
gave a little back-
ground on NWEA.  
It’s a tool used in kin-
dergarten through 

8th grade to see 
where the student is.  
This outside assess-
ment is nationally 
normed.  It’s given to 
students everywhere.  
It’s computer-adap-
tive and moves with 
the student, so It’s 
not the same test for 
every second grad-

Stockbridge was 
no match on the hard 
court for the Chelsea 
Bulldogs. The locals 
came away with 60-45 
win to open the sea-
son.

CHELSEA 
GRABS A WIN

The Panthers led 
17-11 after the first 
quarter. Chelsea went 
up in the second quar-
ter. Stockbridge tied at 
24 with a long three 
before the half.

Megan McCalla 
and Lelia Wells led the 

locals in scoring with 
12 points each. Mor-
gan Majeske was next 
with nine points.

The win was rook-
ie varsity coach Tony 
Scheffler’s first of his 
career. He took over 
from longtime talent-

ed coach Todd Blom-
quist who retired last 
season.

The 1-0 Chelsea 
team played at Adrian 
yesterday in the first 
SEC White game of 
the season.

Award Winning Children’s 
Authors Are Zooming Into 

Chelsea

Alyssa Satin Capucilli Kirby Larson
Story on page 3
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From Bobby 
Maldonado

Beginning Febru-
ary 15, St. Joseph Mercy 
Chelsea will virtually 
host a free 16-week Na-
tional Diabetes Preven-
tion Program, sched-
uled each Monday from 
2 to 3 p.m.  The diabetes 
education offered is in-

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea to 
virtually host free 16-week 

National Diabetes 
Prevention Program

tended for people at risk 
for type 2 diabetes.  Par-
ticipants will learn to:

• Become more ac-
tive

• Take back negative 
thoughts

• Lose a moderate 
amount of weight

• Manage stress
• Control portions
• Stay motivated
• Be part of a group
Those interested in 

the program are invited 
to participate in a free 

virtual information ses-
sion on February 8 from 
2 to 3 p.m.

All meetings are 
virtual and held via We-
bex. Upon registration 
and eligibility screen-
ing, participants will 
be provided a meeting 
invitation via e-mail.   
This virtual program is 
free, but registration is 
required.   For more in-
formation or to register 
for the program, please 
call 734-593-5276.

By Kitty Golding
Kitty & Compa-

ny has conducted 
a series of short in-
terviews with Chel-
sea Residents for 52 
weeks and we are sad 
to say, this is the LAST 
WEEK.   We hope you 
have enjoyed meet-

ing new and different 
personalities and de-
sign styles represent-
ed in our community.  
Wrapping up our last 
week, we introduce 
you to Mrs. Donna 
Zak.

What is your cur-
rent profession? I am 
a retired nurse. I spent 
the majority of my 30 
plus years as a nurse 
for the University of 
Michigan Health Sys-
tem, now Michigan 
Medicine.

Your family mem-
bers: My husband 

Don and I have two 
sons. Both are married 
to two fabulous wom-
en and we have three 
grandchildren.

People think of 
me as: Well, the best 
way to answer this, is 
what you see, is what 
you get.

When did you 
move to the Chelsea 
area?  We moved to 
this area 4 years ago. 
Previously we lived 
in Saline for about 30 
years.

What do you love 
about where you cur-

rently live?   We live 
on one of the outlying 
lakes and the nature 
that shows up around 
our home is entic-
ing to watch.  We are 
near the border of the 
Pinckney Waterloo 
Recreation area and 
I love the trails and 
all the beauty of the 
woods. Lastly,  the 
town of Chelsea is 
charming and we en-
joy what it has to offer. 

If you could have 
a second home any-
where, where would 
it be? We do have a 
cabin in the moun-
tains in Wyoming.  
We feel so fortunate 
to have two beautiful 
settings, our home on 
a lake which I always 

Donna Zak. Photos By Donna Zak.

wanted, and the home 
in the mountains for 
Don. Both made our 

dreams a reality. 
What three words 
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Hanna Brodeur:
2017 Chelsea High 

School Graduate.
2021 Eastern 

Hanna Brodeur named 
to Eastern Michigan 

University's Dean List 
2017-2021

Michigan University 
Graduate-Bachelor of 
Arts in Criminal Jus-
tice.

Will graduate 
Magna Cum Laude 
from EMU April 2021.

5 Scholarships 
earned while attend-
ing EMU which in-
clude the Emerald 
Scholarship, Greg 
O'Dell Endowed 
Criminal Justice Stu-
dent Scholarship, 
Eastern Michigan 
Women's Commis-
sion Scholarship, 
Francis R Warren 
Scholarship, & EMU 
Leader Award.

Member of the 
National Society of 
Leadership & Success 
at EMU.

Pursing an ad-
vanced degree upon 
April 2021 graduation 
from EMU. 

Dean's List from 
the College of Arts & 
Science all four years 
attending EMU.

Achieved a 3.5+ 
grade point average all 
four years.

Fellow residents, 
let’s join together to 
save Chelsea’s oak 
trees.  The Chelsea area 
has many treasures, 
one of which is the 
presence of many giant 
oak trees.  Other parts 
of the county and of the 
state do not host these 
mighty trees that grow 
from tiny acorns.   Sad-
ly, during the past few 
years our oaks have be-
gun to die a slow death. 
You may have noticed  
that throughout the 
summer some of the 
oak trees in our neigh-
borhood are sporting 
yellow leaves instead of 
the normal dark green. 
While in the first year 
only a few branches 
maybe yellow, by the 
third year all are yellow 
and a few years later 
the tree dies.

In one afternoon 
this past summer I 
drove around Chel-
sea and identified 52 
oaks that are affect-
ed. I invited scientists 
from Michigan State 
University and the 
Department of Nat-
ural Resources to do 
field research in this 
area. They took sam-
ples of leaves, bark, 
and the soil surround-
ing the trees and con-
cluded that the soil is 
very alkaline and that 
the trees are suffering 
from chlorosis, which 
means that the leaves 
lack chlorophyll, the 
green pigment that is 
essential in photosyn-
thesis, allowing plants 

Letter to the Editor
SAVE OUR OAKS: 
A Call for Citizen 
Scientists of All 

Ages

to absorb energy from 
light.  This might be 
due to high alkalinity, 
nutrient deficiencies in 
the plant, or some oth-
er cause.

This yellowing of 
the oak’s leaves affects 
both young and ma-
ture trees, both White 
and Red Oaks, and 
both those trees next to 
roads and those deep in 
the woods. It is a new 
phenomenon. Why for 
the first time in our 
memory are our oaks 
dying? If the soil is too 
alkaline, how could the 
trees have flourished 
for more than one hun-
dred years? 

From my reading 
of Scientific journals 
and communicating 
with professors from 
the University of Mich-
igan and Michigan 
State, I find that no one 
has an answer.

I therefore invite 
anyone who would like 
to be a citizen scientist 
to join with me to solve 
this mystery.  If we do 
not, dead oaks will be-
gin falling on houses, 
blocking roads, and 
depriving us of the nat-
ural beauty of country 
roads and the shade in 
our backyards.

I propose to form 
a group that will meet 
on Zoom each week 
to share information, 
learn about the chem-
istry of the trees, and 
discuss scientific arti-
cles.  Most important-
ly, we will organize to 
test the pH of the soil 

around oak trees  (how 
acidic or basic it is) and 
make plans to look for 
yellow leafed oaks next 
spring, measure their 
diameter, write down 
their exact location and 
the amount of dead 
limbs.  We will also 
devise  experiments to 
cure  the trees, even if 
temporarily, by spread-
ing certain minerals 
on the soil around the 
tree.  We will also in-
vite scientists to speak  
at our Zoom meetings 
and share our findings 
with them.  Finally, we 
will propose explana-
tions  (hypotheses) for 
why the trees and dy-

ing  and what we as a 
community can  do to 
SAVE OUR OAKS.

During this time of 
Covid, when we can-
not join freely together,  
this project allows  us 
to do independent field 
work of great impor-
tance.  I think we  will 
all learn so much and 
will do so much good.   
You are welcome to 
join, regardless of  your  
age.  If you have not 

completed high school 
biology and chemis-
try, I you might want 
to participate with 
someone who has.  We 
will begin meeting on 
Thursday evenings  
from 8 to 9 pm as soon 
as enough people are 
interested.  There is no 
cost to join in, other 
than your commitment 
to contribute to the 
group and to enjoy the 
process.  Please email 

me, Jason Eyster, at ey-
sterjp@gmail.com  and 
tell me about yourself 
and what experience 
or skills you have that 
may be useful.  This 
would include artistic 
and poetic skills, since 
we will want to share 
our results with the 
community in a way 
that will encourage 
them to save our oaks.
Jason Eyster

From: Shannon Powers
For over a decade, 

the Chelsea District Li-
brary (CDL) has worked 
with the Chelsea School 
District (CSD) to bring 
notable children’s and 
teen’s authors to small 
town Chelsea. Authors 
in Chelsea will take 
place once again, but 
this year, the events will 
be virtual. 

Kirby Larson, New-
bery Honor-winning 
author of Hattie Big 
Sky, and Alyssa Satin 
Capucilli, author of the 
beloved and bestselling 
Biscuit series for begin-
ning readers, will pres-
ent to K–6 classrooms 
and the Chelsea com-
munity over Zoom and 

Award Winning Children’s Authors 
Are Zooming Into Chelsea

through special video 
recordings.  Larson and 
Capucilli will discuss 
writing, how they find 
inspiration for their 
work, and chat about 
books they love. In sup-
port of these classroom 
author talks, CDL will 
provide each student 
in grades K–6 with a 
copy of one of Larson’s 
or Capucilli’s books to 
keep. 

While CSD stu-
dents in grades K–6 will 
get the chance to hear 
from Larson and Capu-
cilli during their school 
day, families and people 
of all ages are also in-
vited to attend a Zoom 
presentation and live 
Q&A featuring both ac-
claimed authors. Meet 

the Authors Live! will 
take place on Tuesday, 
March 16, from 6:30–
8pm. Register to attend 
at chelseadistrictlibrary.
org/authors-in-chel-
sea/.

Copies of Larson’s 
and Capucilli’s many 
works may be bor-
rowed from the Chel-
sea District Library in 
print, audio, and ebook 
formats. Call 734-475-
8732 x219 or email 
ref@chelseadistrictli-
brary.org for help plac-
ing requests on Authors 
in Chelsea books. 

Book Clubs and 
more

The following book 
club discussions will 
also be offered over 
Zoom for anyone look-

ing to read the book be-
fore meeting the author. 
Book Club participants 
will receive a free copy 
of the book (supplies 
are limited): 

Tuesday March 
9 from 3:30–4:30pm. 
Kids ages 9–12 are in-
vited to join Miss Jessica 
in discussing Audacity 
Jones to the Rescue by 
Kirby Larson at Tween 
Book Club. 

Tuesday March 9 
from 5–6pm. Miss Stac-
ey and teens ages 13–17 
will discuss Hattie Ever 
After by Kirby Larson 
at Pizza & Paperbacks 
Teen Book Club.

Wednesday, March 
10 from 3:30–4:10pm. 
Miss Edith leads K–2 
Books & Fun, a fami-
ly book club for young 
readers. Join in to dis-
cuss Paddington and 
the Pigeon by Alyssa 
Satin Capucilli.

For more infor-
mation on Authors in 
Chelsea, including bios 
of each author, visit 
chelseadistrictlibrary.
org/authors-in-chelsea/
information visit chel-
seadistrictlibrary.org.
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Savings in
Chelsea

er.  Because it adapts 
to each student it can 
give a better picture 
of where the student 
is and how the stu-
dent is growing.  It is 
one way of measur-
ing progress.  NWEA 
gives scores similar to 
the SAT.  

NWEA is to mon-
itor growth over time; 
student progress re-
port. Teachers use it 
for instructional plan-
ning, class breakdown 
reports on math and 
reading.  Gives teach-
ers goals and groups 
students on how 
they perform.  The 
learning continuum 
report allows teach-
ers to group students 
based on what they 
need and are ready to 
learn. It is also used 
at the building and 
district level.  Con-
sistent strength data 
and where growth is 
needed.  What should 
be targeted and who 
needs to be targeted.  
Spring of last year, 
NWEA was not giv-

Chelsea Board of Education 
Regular Meeting

en for the first time in 
a long time. NWEA 
meets the benchmark 
required 3 times per 
year.  Chelsea saw 
growth across all 
grade levels and sub-
groups.  The growth 
is not what is seen 
in a typical year, but 
this is standard across 
the nation.  Scores 
above national norms 
for each grade level.  
Norms were created 
pre-pandemic.  Chel-
sea is above the na-
tional norm.  High-
er growth in math 
across all students.  
There is about a 1-day 
delay in results and 
school-wide results 
are returned when 
the school closes the 
test. 

Next was time for 
board updates.  Stu-
dent rep Peggy Smith 
discussed that winter 
sports are happening 
and spirit week is cur-
rently occurring.  

It was time for 
public comment, 
which there was none.  

Motion to accept 

consent items 90, 
91, and 92.  Motion 
passed.  

Action item 89 was 
moved from a con-
sent item.  Opening 
to a limited school of 
choice, 5% max based 
on fall count. There 
is a cap on 25 out of 
district students The 
motion is the same 
as was approved in 
the past.  The poli-
cy can be changed 
to address families.  
The family issue has 
not been an issue in 
the past.  Passed 5-1, 
Tammy Lehman was 
opposed.

Asbestos abate-
ment letter from 
Nova in 300 and 400 
buildings. This is the 
recommendation. 

There was a huge 
response with 8 bid-
ders and it comes in 
under the bond bud-
get.  The Action item 
passed.

Bid from sore 
necks expert equip-
ment for exercise 
equipment in the high 
school weight room. 

Three bids were pro-
vided.  The bids came 
in under budget.  The 
equipment that can 
be reused will be and 
some will just need to 
be disposed of.  The 
motion passed.  

Next action item 
board of directors Re-
gion 7 MASB nomi-
nee Jason suggested  
Jack Temsey.  MASB 
Region 7 Board of Di-
rectors.  The motion 
passed.  

Information and 
discussion was next; 
Superintendent Ju-
lie Helber discussed 
continuing to record 
so people can con-
tinue to access the 
meetings.  The Zoom 
cloud has limited 
storage and the dis-
trict is working on 
options.   

The superinten-
dent's report was 
next. Winter sports 
have started. Julie 
Helber stated there 
are streaming ca-
pabilities, but right 
now, only two family 
members can attend. 

Helber would like to 
move to in-person 
learning.  She would 
like to hear from par-
ents about their feel-
ings.  Bringing more 
students back will 
cause a change with 
spacing and mitiga-
tion efforts.  Are hy-
brids going to go vir-
tual?  And they need 
to collect data on 
numbers.  There are 
so many pieces and 
parts, so collecting 
information from the 
community is most 
important right now.  
Data numbers have 
been unpredictable.  
Overall risk level in 

Washtenaw County 
is still at the highest 
risk level. Staffing has 
been a challenge as 
teachers have to quar-
antine.  As the teach-
ers get their vaccines, 
this will be less of an 
issue for the district.  

School supple-
mental is currently 
being determined in 
the legislature. 

Jason Eyster 
commended Scott 
Wooster for respond-
ing to challenges to 
virtual school. Grate-
ful for his continued 
commitment.   

The meeting 
wrapped.
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Obituaries 
Yvonne Herron

Yvonne Herron, 85, 
of Chelsea, MI, died 
February 1, 2021 at 
home of cancer. A pri-
vate burial service will 
be held with the Rev-
erend Alan Gibson, of 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, officiating. Due 
to the pandemic, pub-
lic visitation will not be 
held. A service in hon-
or of Yvonne’s memory 
will be held once all may 
safely gather.

Yvonne, born May 
28, 1935 in Flint, MI, 
was the daughter of the 
late Alfred Eric Jacob-
son and the late Ivy Mil-
licent Jacobson. United 
in marriage to Thomas 
James Herron on June 
11, 1960, at All Saints 
Catholic Church in 
Flint, they were lovingly 
married for 57 years un-
til his death in 2017.

Yvonne graduat-
ed from Beecher High 
School a week before 
one of the deadliest 
tornadoes in US histo-
ry destroyed her fam-

ily home and those of 
hundreds of others. The 
embedded memories 
of that day remained 
with her throughout 
her life. Yvonne went on 
to Flint Junior College 
before transferring to 
the University of Mich-
igan in Ann Arbor, MI. 
She not only earned her 
BA from Michigan, but 
returned to twice com-
plete graduate degrees, 
including a Masters in 
Education and a Mas-
ters in Library Science. 
At Michigan, she was 
inducted into honor 
societies including Phi 
Kappa Phi and Beta Phi 
Mu. She began her pro-
fessional career teach-
ing at her alma mater, 
Beecher, in 1957.

After taking time 
off to raise her young 
children, Yvonne began 
working part-time at 
the Civic Park Library in 
Flint and later became a 
librarian at Northwest-
ern High School. Over 
many years, Yvonne 
developed a diverse li-
brary that offered books 
reflective of the com-
munity which attend-
ed the school. Yvonne 
deeply believed in the 
importance of reading, 
accumulating a vast col-
lection of books that she 
shared with friends and 
family. An avid tennis 
player, Yvonne also en-
joyed frequent bridge 
games with friends and 
became a prolific weav-

er. After retiring from 
the Flint Community 
School system in 1992, 
she and Tom moved to 
Chelsea. Yvonne volun-
teered for the Chelsea 
District Library, and 
was an active member of 
the local Mystery Book 
Club. When she turned 
70, she gifted herself a 
kayak. As she wrote in 
a letter to Time Mag-
azine in 2007: “I can’t 
adequately describe the 
pleasure of paddling on 
lakes, rivers, and bays.” 
She continued kayaking 
in the Chelsea area for 
many years.

Surviving are her 
four children: daughter, 
Kristin Stacy Herron 
(Scott Gurney); sons, 
Erik Sean (LeaMarie), 
Jordan Thomas (There-
sa), Brett Patrick (Nina 
Durniat); seven grand-
children, Ivy Meredith, 
Amelia Grace, Elijah 
Neil, Carter Thomas, 
and Ian Waldemar Her-
ron and George Edward 
and Jane Neeve Gurney.

In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be 
directed to St. Andrew’s 
Church, Ann Arbor, 
MI or to the Yvonne 
Herron Tribute Fund, 
which will offer schol-
arship support to stu-
dents transferring from 
community college to 
the University of Mich-
igan. Arrangements by 
Staffan-Mitchell Funer-
al Home, Chelsea.

Obituaries 
Wendy J. Wallace

Wendy J. Wallace  of 
Chelsea, MI.

Age 75, died peace-
fully on Sunday, January 
31, 2021 at the Universi-
ty of Michigan Hospital, 
surrounded by her fam-
ily. She was born Feb-
ruary 13, 1945 in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, the 
daughter of Richard & 
Jean (Dodge) Drew. 

Wendy and Rick 
moved to Chelsea in 
1988. She was formerly 
a member of New Ha-
ven Friends Meeting, 
Immanuel Bible Church 
in Chelsea, and Knox 
Presbyterian Church in 
Ann Arbor. Wendy held 
a B.A. from the Univer-
sity of Michigan, and 
master’s degrees from 
both Temple University 
in Philadelphia and the 
University of Connecti-
cut.   She was a social 
worker and teacher at 

several public and pri-
vate high schools, as 
well as Hillsdale Col-
lege, Berry College, and 
Spring Arbor Univer-
sity. In 2010, she pub-
lished a book about her 
experiences with chron-
ic illness, “Doing Well 
At Being Sick.” Her pro-
fessional and academic 
accomplishments were 
overshadowed by her 
compelling care for oth-
ers, and she touched 
many lives in profound 
ways.  

On September 30, 
1966, she married Rich-
ard Wallace in Dear-
born, Michigan, and he 
survives. Other survi-
vors include her daugh-
ter, Carey, of Brooklyn, 
New York; her son, 
Mark, of Detroit; a 
brother, Richard (Mi-
chele) Drew, of Oxford 
Hills; a sister, Sharon 

(Erik) Smith of Brigh-
ton; her uncle, Russell 
Dodge of Ann Arbor, 
MI; and several nieces 
and nephews. She was 
preceded in death by 
her parents.

Her family believes 
she was an extraordi-
nary gift from God, 
and celebrates the life 
which God gave Wendy 
on this earth, as well as 
her certainty of life ev-
erlasting in Jesus' arms, 
and that she would see 
her loved ones again 
with Him. Her burial 
was held at Forest Hill 
Cemetery in Ann Ar-
bor, Michigan.  A ser-
vice to celebrate her life 
will be held at a future 
date.   Please consider 
sharing a memory or 
sharing words of con-
dolence at  www.Cole-
FuneralChapel.com.  
Memorial contributions 
may be made to  Salva-
tion Army,  Hope Clin-
ic,  Habitat for Human-
ity  or the  Spring Arbor 
University Richard & 
Wendy Wallace Schol-
arship Fund, to benefit 
international and di-
verse students. Arrange-
ments were entrusted to 
Cole Funeral Chapel, 
Chelsea.
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Disclaimer:All prices are plus tax, 10,000 miles per year, with approved credit through GM Financial. CTA units are remainder of 10,000 miles per year.  All prices include GM 
employee pricing. Current Lessees must be in a 2016 or newer GM or  Non-GM lease expiring after March 1, 2020. All prices include being a current Costco member as of 
1/4/2021 Residency restrictions do apply. Limited stock. Not all units will qualify. Prices are good through 2/28/2021. Pictures may not be actual vehicle.  Must qualify for 
tier 1 credit with GM Financial. Must take delivery from dealer inventory By 2/28/2021.  See dealer for more details.

©2021 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®www.suburbancadillacofannarbor.com

LOCATION

3515 Jackson Rad

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

SALES

877.212.3162

SERVICE

888.887.1753

2021 XT6 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$319/ 36/ $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18214

2021 XT4 AWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$337/ 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18217

2021 XT5 FWD, PREMIUM
LUXURY

$279/ 36 / $3,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

(CTA UNIT WITH 3021 MILES) No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage 
charge of 25¢ per mile over 30,000 miles.

Stk. #K18004 

2020 CT5

$329 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

(CTA UNIT WITH 3182 MILES) No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage 
charge of 25¢ per mile over 30,000 miles.

PREMIUM 
LUXURY

Stk. #K08311

2020 CT4 PREMIUM 
LUXURY

$309 / 36 / $2,995
PER MONTH1 MONTHS DUE AT SIGNING  

AFTER ALL OFFERS

ULTRA-LOW MILEAGE LEASES FOR WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES

No security deposit required. Plus tax. Mileage charge of 25¢ per mile over 
30,000 miles.

Stk. #K08467



Page 8Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian February 12, 2021    

CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

The Chelsea swim 
& dive team started the 
dual meet season on 
the road at Adrian and 
Dundee.  After being 
out of the pool since 
they last practiced on 
March 12, 2020 the 
team was excited to 
finally start their sea-
son.  “Normally, the 
boys season in the low-
er peninsula starts the 
week of Thanksgiving, 
right after the girls state 
meet finishes,” stated 
Bulldog head coach 
Andrew Thomson.  
“Because the girls sea-
son was paused in their 
final week, they did not 
finish until mid-Janu-
ary, which held up our 
start date as well.”

The Bulldogs first 
traveled to SEC White 
Division foe Adrian to 
open the season.  Said 
Thomson, “We walked 
into Adrian after only 
8 days of practice and 
with 12 guys active to 
compete that night.  
Everything the guys ac-
complished that night 
was a positive.”  The 

CHS BOYS SWIM & DIVE BEGINS SEASON
Bulldogs earned first 
place in diving, 100 
butterfly, and the 200 
free relay.  Freshman 
diver Mitch Brown 
started his high school 
career posting a 255.40 
score at the meet.  In 
the 100 fly, Parker Olk 
took the top spot in a 
time of 1:00.51.  Team-
mate Brennan Bagbey 
finished second with 
a final time of 1:28.79.  
In the 200 free relay, it 
was again junior Park-
er Olk on the final leg 
of the relay, reeling 
in and out-racing the 
Adrian anchor to take 
the first place points.  
The relay finished with 
a time of 1:40.02.  The 
final score of the meet 
was Chelsea 73, Adrian 
102.

On February 2 
the Bulldogs again 
traveled, this time to 
Dundee for a double 
dual meet with Tren-
ton.  The Bulldogs 
came ready to go, after 
only an additional two 
days of practice under 
their belt and a short 
roster.  “Trenton would 
have been a top 10 

state team last year at 
the meet, and Dundee 
has been a very strong 
team the past cou-
ple years,” remarked 
Thomson.

Some of the key 
performances came in 
the 50 freestyle, diving, 
100 butterfly, 100 free-
style, and the 200 free 
relay.  In the 50 free, 
Olk and Landen Col-
lins finished first and 
second overall, with a 
23.59 and 23.68 respec-
tively.  Owen Critch-
field rounded out the 
event, posting a final 
time of 26.75.  Mitch 
Brown once again led 
the field in diving, 
posting a final score of 
272.25 to secure the top 
spot.  Parker Olk swam 
a great race in the 100 
fly, touching in 58.38 to 
earn second place over-
all.  Collins finished 
second in the 100 free, 
posting a final time of 
54.15 and missing the 
top spot by a little over 
a half of a second.  Ste-
phen Levine finished 
third, with a time of 
1:01.16.  The 200 free 
relay team of Michael 

Hanna, Brown, Olk 
and Collins finished 
second overall, again 
missing the top spot by 
a little more than half 
of a second.  The final 
scores were Chelsea 74, 
Dundee 111 and Chel-
sea 72, Trenton 112.

After the meet in 
Dundee, head coach 
Thomson reflected, 

“There were some great 
races tonight, and con-
sidering we have only 
had 10 days of prac-
tice with two meets in 
that span, and we are 
an extremely young 
team with two seniors 
and 40% of our team 
freshman, I couldn’t 
be more excited about 
what these guys will 

do in the next 6 weeks 
as we prepare for the 
conference meet.”  The 
Bulldogs will next com-
pete at Charles S. Cam-
eron Pool on Thursday, 
February 11 when they 
welcome SEC White 
Division foe Pinckney 
and non-conference 
opponent Erie-Ida for 
a double-dual meet.

CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS SWIM & DIVE

Chelsea basketball 
finally got started. The 
boys’ hoop team de-
feated Stockbridge 46-
27 on Monday night.

Bulldogs Coach 
Josh Tropeka was ex-
cited for the start.

BULLDOGS COME 
OUT ON TOP

CHELSEA BULLDOGS 
BOYS BASKETBALL

By Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

“So happy for these 
kids and their fami-
lies,” Tropeka said. “It 
had been 11 months 
since our last game and 
the rust showed but 
everyone is so grateful 
for the opportunity to 
spend time together 
and see the kids com-

pete.”
Chelsea led 27-11 

at the half. After a con-
sistent second half they 
came away with the W.

Jordan Fansler 
led the locals with 
17 points and 12 re-
bounds.

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
SUPER BOWL, BRADY, PIZZA AND 

COMFY PANTS

Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom 
Brady barks out signals during last Sunday's 

Super Bowl LV versus the Kansas City Chiefs. 
The Buccaneers defeated the Chiefs, 31-9. For 

Brady, the Super Bowl win was his seventh 
overall, which is an NFL record. 

Everything was 
perfect. 

I had my large 
pepperoni and sau-
sage pizza ready.

I had an ice cold 
glass of pop nearby. 

I had my recliner 
inches from the TV. 

The blinds were 
closed. 

The doors were 
locked.

I was in my comfy, 
stretchy pants. 

Work was done.
Phone was in an-

other room, out of 
ear-shot. 

It was go time. 
It was Super Bowl 

LV -- and I was all set 
to be entertained. 

Did I mention it 
was Super Bowl LV? 
And that I was in my 
comfy, stretchy pants? 
Anybody? Sadly, my 
preparation for the 
big game was the 
highlight of my night. 

Much to my dis-
appointment, last 
week's Super Bowl be-
tween the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers and the 
Kansas City Chiefs 
was a great, big dud. 
The entire produc-
tion from game, to 
halftime show, to the 
commercials was flat-
ter than my hair after 
wearing my winter 
wool hat and shovel-
ing for an hour. 

I thought the Su-
per Bowl commer-
cials were supposed 
to be clever and fun-
ny. Maybe it's because 
I'm getting older and 
I'm at the "Get off 
my lawn"-stage of 
life, that I didn't find 
a single Super Bowl 
commercial funny or 
even memorable.

And I had heard 

of the Weeknd (yes, 
that's how he spells 
his name), but didn't 
really know much 
about him. The Week-
nd was the halftime 
performer for Super 
Bowl LV last Sunday. 
He was solid, but did 
he realize he was per-
forming at the Super 
Bowl? He looked as 
excited to be there as 
he might performing 
a set on the "Ellen" 
show. Was that maybe 
a taped replay of his 
performance at the 
Grammy's or some-
thing? Where was 
the "wow factor?" I 
am far from an enter-
tainment-type of guy, 
but I was blown away 
by last year's Jennifer 
Lopez and Shakira 
Super Bowl halftime 
show. And I couldn't 
name three songs 
from either singer 
if my life depended 
on it. But the energy 
and effort both Lopez 
and Shakira brought 
to their Super Bowl 
halftime performance 

last year was palpable 
even for my tired, old 
self. 

I actually did 
enjoy the game. It's 
football, what's there 
not to like? Plus, I en-
joyed watching all the 
players competing 
in the contest who 
grew up in the state 
of Michigan. There 
were actually quite a 
few on both teams. 
It's kinda' a thing for 
me. I enjoy following 
the careers of former 
Great Lakes State 
high school football 
standouts who go on 
to play college foot-
ball and later sign 
NFL contracts. Plus, 
it's always enjoyable 
watching Tom Brady 
play the game of foot-
ball. I'm not a huge 
fan of his, but with last 
Sunday's 31-9 win by 
the Buccaneers over 
the Chiefs, Brady 
now has won sev-
en Super Bowls and 
overall appeared in 
10 title games -- both 
NFL records. Those 

accomplishments de-
serve respect. 

Anyhow, no mat-
ter what, last Sun-
day I was just glad to 
be eating pizza and 
watching football. 
I miss the sport al-
ready. Only two more 
months until the NFL 
draft. I can't wait. 
Yeah, that's how I roll.

Super Bowl LV.
Everything was 

perfect -- except it 
wasn't. 

I was lounging in 

my recliner.
I was devour-

ing a pizza (it didn't 
stand a chance). 

Why was ev-
erything so...blah. 
The Super Bowl, the 
halftime show, the 
commercials -- I 
needed a nap after-
ward.

Good thing I was 
wearing my comfy, 
stretchy pants.

Did I mention 
that...? 
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 ➢ continued from page 2
describe your style? 
Relaxed, Earthy, Tran-
quil.

Who most influ-
enced your design 
styles? Mother Na-
ture, as well William 
Morris.

What are you 
most inspired by in 
your design/decor?  
Nature for sure.

As you think 
about the home in 
which you grew up, 
what elements did 
you like and do you 
think you have incor-
porated some of them 
in your own home?

I grew up in a very 
funky very old house 
and I loved it. I did 
incorporate elements 
that I loved from that 
house in two of our 
previous homes but 
not so much in this 
home.

When entering 
your home, how do 
you want it to feel? 
Calm.

What is one ele-
ment or trend in de-

sign you do not like? 
I am not too fond of 
minimalism.

What is the big-
gest design issue you 
struggle with? Color. 
I struggle with trying 
to pick shades that are 
the right warmth or 
coolness to work with 
my existing pieces.

Have you ever 
built a new home or 
remodeled an exist-
ing one? Yes. Our pre-
vious home in Saline 
was an 1894 Queen 
Anne Victorian. We 
did considerable res-
toration- a true labor 
of love.

Have you stayed 
true to a style through 
the years, or have you 
fluctuated in your 
tastes? My style has 
evolved over the years. 
As I have gotten old-
er I think I appreciate 
and prefer a more sim-
ple and quiet decor. 
Calm, soft wall colors 
and fabrics appeal to 
me.

Have you ever 
sought professional 
help with the interior 
design of your home 
- if so, what did you 
find most helpful?

Kitty helped us 
tremendously with the 
design of our recent 
bathrooms project. 
We never would have 
been able to source 
the materials or trades 
people to do the work 
during this pandemic 
if it wasn’t for her. She 
honed-in on our style 

and suggested design 
elements that fit per-
fectly with our vibe 
and budget. 

If you were mov-
ing and could only 
select one item from 
your home to keep, 
what would it be?   I 
have one old rocker 
that has been with me 
since childhood and I 
think I would like to 
keep that. I am very 
sentimental.

Which room in 
your home gets the 
most use?  Actually, 
it is an exterior room 
– our multi-level deck. 
We love being outside 
with the views of the 
lake.

No room is com-
plete without: A 
throw or maybe two 
or three!

If you are a pet 
owner, how has that 
influenced your 
choices in design, if 
it has? We have a large 
very messy dog. His 
hair is everywhere so 
I do thing about rugs 
that will  hide a bit if 
his messiness.

Has any local 
venue particularly 
caught your eye - if so 
why? I really enjoy all 
the shops in Chelsea 
and Dexter. 

What have you 
been doing to pass 
the time during the 
COVID-19 State 
shutdown?   I’m help-
ing my grandson 
manage virtual kin-
dergarten.

A few of your fa-
vorite things!

Movie – I haven’t 
seen any for so long 
but I did really enjoy 
A Star is Born.

Favorite Histor-
ical Place You have 
visited –  Machu Pic-
chu, in Peru

Scent –Pine nee-
dles

Music – Folk
TV Show - Find-

ing Your Roots
Meal – Grilled 

Salmon and Salad
Travel Destina-

tion (on your bucket 
list)– Patagonia

Season –Fall
Color - Blue
Design Style -  

Transitional
Museum –Musée 

d’Orsay  in Paris, 
France

Hobbies - Being 
on the water, hiking, 

biking, gardening
Item on a book-

shelf  – Tiny pieces of 
art

Favorite Plant - 
Blue Hydrangea

Kitty’s Note:
I met Donna last 

year when she stopped 
into our design stu-
dio.  They were look-
ing to remodel two of 
their bathrooms. Now 
she and Don can state 
that they survived a 
remodel during the 
pandemic! Donna 

has a calming and 
peaceful personali-
ty, which transcends 
to her home design. 
She has a knack for 
accessorizing and has 
sculpted their rooms 
in non-trendy, natural 
way perfectly suited to 
their life-style.  And, 
Donna – I’m jealous 
that you have seen 
Machu Picchu, that 
was my bucket list an-
swer.  We need to have 
coffee and talk about 
that trip!
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No News To Report This Week

Chelsea Police 
Department 

Weekly Summary

Last summer, there 
were several #BLM 
protests in my com-
munity, Chelsea, MI.  I 
am deeply concerned 
about the overly ag-
gressive and unfair 
treatment of protesters’ 
right to free speech. 

The youth-led pro-
tests, in sync with the 
nationwide George 
Floyd protests, resulted 
in tickets being issued 
to youth, parents and 
other supporters, for 
walking in the street 
(and even when walk-
ing on the sidewalk) 
during the protests. 
Chelsea is the only city 
in Washtenaw County 
to have issued tickets 
related to these pro-
tests. Some people with 
tickets are being repre-
sented by lawyers from 
organizations such as 
the ACLU. Even if the 
court decides in fa-
vor of Chelsea, these 
charges are and will 
continue to be contest-
ed in an increasingly 
public way as a First 
Amendment issue.

Letter to the Editor: 
Issues in Chelsea/
Drop the Charges

Many of us are 
asking that tickets is-
sued to protesters be 
dropped before Feb-
ruary 22nd. The City 
will lose in reputation 
and potential finan-
cial costs, whether the 
Court decides in favor 
of the City or not.

We continue to 
question several as-
pects of what occurred 
at the protests last year.  
No citations were is-
sued to people in a 
different group who 
were blasting air horns 
(violating local noise 
ordinances), making 
lingering obscene ges-
tures out of their truck 
windows, and shout-
ing obscenities at the 
peaceful marchers.      
We continue to ques-
tion what happened on 
June 25th, when a local 
teenager (of color) was 
punched by a (white) 
adult who decided to 
disrupt the peaceful 
gathering, and who 
was given the go-ahead 
by the police to drive 
away  without conse-

quence after assaulting 
a local youth.  

 The current issues 
in Chelsea are worthy 
of note, as many oth-
er areas suffer from 
equally discriminate 
law enforcement.  Due 
to the work of commit-
ted local social justice 
activists, a spotlight is 
currently shining on 
our community.   Free 
speech, racial equity, 
equal rights for all, and 
basic social justice are 
all issues to be worked 
through between the 
City Council, the Chel-
sea Police Department, 
and the public. 

 We hope to create 
a more harmonious 
and reasonable rela-
tionship between law 
enforcement and the 
local residents, and be 
a positive example for 
populations who are 
contending with sim-
ilar disparities in their 
locale.
 Sheila Graziano / 
Sylvan Township, MI


