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The Allen Park 
Jags won the regional 
title in cheer recent-
ly.  Kylee Dietz is a 
senior and a member 

KYLEE DIETZ AND 
HER TEAMMATES 

SHINE

Photos By: Sam Klos at Capture 4 Life Photography

of this winning squad 
with a lot talent. 

She competes in: 
Sideline Cheer, Com-
petitive Cheer and 
Track and Field. 

Years in Cheer: 

2 years in Bull-
dogs (Mascot and 
first year freshman) 
then 4 years of Varsi-
ty at Allen Park High 
School.

Biggest accom-

plishment:
Winning the Di-

vision 2 State Cham-
pionship for compet-
itive cheer in 2020.

Favorite Coach:
Coaches Julie 

Goodwin, Meghan 
Terry, and Tina John-
son.

Favorite Teacher: 
Mr. Hoover from 

Allen Park High 
School.

Plans after Grad-
uation: 

“After high school, 
I plan to attend Grand 
Valley State Universi-
ty to further my edu-
cation in Biochemis-
try and hopefully one 
day become a Phar-
macist,” she said.

Parents, Siblings: 
Mom, Deanna Di-

etz; Dad, David Dietz; 
Older brother, Austin 
Dietz. 

Advice for young-
er athletes: 

“Cherish every 
moment and memo-

Thelma Bradford recently celebrated her 
101st birthday.

From: Nerys 
Hernandez
nhernandez@maplehts.com 

On March 18th, 
Allen Park resident, 
Thelma Bradford, cel-
ebrated 101 years of 
life!  

This Detroit na-
tive worked as a lab 
supervisor at the old 
Veteran’s Hospital in 
Allen Park for near-
ly 40 years. An avid 
traveler, Thelma has 
enjoyed traveling all 
around the world.  
Some of her excur-

Allen Parker Celebrates 
101 Years

sions included stay-
ing atop mountain 
top hotels to bullet 
trains while traveling 
to England, France, 
the Netherlands, Par-
is, Rome, Germany, 
Switzerland, Korea 
and Hong Kong!  

Her last significant 
travels took her to 
Hong Kong in 1986, 
where she stayed 3 
weeks and visited with 
her nephew and his 
family, as they were 
stationed there.  She 
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 ➢ continued from page 1
enjoyed many days of 
spending time with 
her family shopping 
and seeing sights.  
One of her favorite 
memories is visiting 
the Sinton Race Track 
in Hong Kong where 
she sat in the View-
er’s Section where 
she was able to have a 
clear view of the jock-
eys and horses.  Had 
she been a gambler at 
that time, she would 

Allen Parker 
Celebrates 101 

Years
have been a sure win 
that day, as she called 
the show and the win!  
A simple $10 bet in 
U.S. currency at that 
time would have giv-
en her winnings that 
certainly would’ve ex-
ceeded the entire cost 
of her trip!  However, 
she was happy with 
the small bet made 
that day – which gave 
her an extra few hun-
dred in spending!

A loving, kind- 

spirited, God-loving 
woman, Thelma loves 
to entertain others 
and share life stories 
with her neighbors 
at Maple Heights Re-
tirement Communi-
ty, where she has en-
joyed learning how 
to play the bells and 
Wii bowling!  Happy 
Birthday, Thelma! 

From Jim Jacek
The Allen Park 

Chamber of Com-
merce member fea-
ture of the week is Tim 
Pogorel and Reliable 
Auto Service.   They 
are located at 17250 
Ecorse Road in Allen 

Reliable Auto Service

Park, and are state 
certified.  Services 
they provide include 
engine and cooling 
system service, water 
pumps, timing belts, 
brakes, tires, struts, 
ball joints, exhaust 
systems, check engine 

light diagnostics, and 
more.  You can sched-
ule an appointment 
at 313-388-8888.     
Check out their web-
site at  www.reliab-
leautoservicecenter.
com.

Photos by Jim Jacek
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Allen Park Police 
Department Weekly 

Summary
OPERATING WHILE 
INTOXICATED
Date: 03/14/2021

Location: LUANA AVE/S M-39, 
ALLEN PARK 
Time: 07:36 PM

2021-00522
03/15/2021
Ofc. (AP56)
OWI 2nd, No 
Insurance
Arrest-
Impounded 
VehicleVYR:
2015 VMA: DODGE 
VMO: DART Grey 
City Towing 
impounded/towed 
vehicle to APPD 
Impound lot, TT 195
07:36 PM
AGE 49
*Due to having 
(1) prior alcohol 
violation MI Plate 
was removed from 
the vehicle and a 
repeat offender paper 
plate was issued. The 
Officer entered the 
paper plate into
**With being placed 
under arrest for OWI 
2nd, the vehicle was 
seized for forfeiture 
proceedings. The 
Officer completed the 
forfeiture form and 
provided a copy to 
and placed the other 
copy in the DB box.
Involved Other- 
(Beaumont RN)
Evidence-
MSP Blood Kit 
(Placed in outgoing 
mail)
Search Warrant 
(Placed in DB box)
MI Plate: DTF1328 
(Tagged/Placed in 
Evidence locker)
Source-
AP Units were 
dispatched to Luana/
Southfield on a male 
passed out behind the 
wheel at a stop sign. 
Circumstances:
The Officer arrived on 
scene and observed 
the above listed ve-
hicle stopped in the 
roadway at the stop 
sign located on Lu-
ana/Southfield. The 

Officer approached 
the vehicle and ob-
served that the vehicle 
was running with the 
keys in the ignition, 
the vehicle was in 
"park". The male was 
slumped over the cen-
ter console, the Offi-
cer shook the drivers 
shoulder and woke 
him up. The Officer 
asked the driver if he 
was "ok" and he stat-
ed "yes", the Officer 
asked the driver if had 
been drinking tonight 
and he admitted to 
drinking alcohol ear-
lier. The Officer de-
tected a strong odor 
of intoxicants emit-
ting from his person, 
he had blood shot eyes 
with a glassy stare 
and he was speaking 
with heavily slurred 
speech. The Officer  
advised the driver he 
would be giving him 
some field sobriety 
test and he agreed to 
take them.
The driver provided 
me his MI drivers li-
cense prior to the test 
and was identified.
Field Sobriety Test-
The Officer asked if 
he could recite his 
Alphabet from A-Z 
and he stated "Yes".
He performed the 
test L,M,P,Q,O,T. The 
Officer then asked if 
he could backwards 
from 99-82 and he 
stated "Yes". He per-
formed the test: 
99,99,99,98,99,97,96, 
92 and then stopped. 
The Officer asked if 
he remembered what 
number he asked him 
to stop at and he stat-
ed "No". The Officer 
demonstrated the fin-
ger dexterity test for 
and asked if he under-
stood and he stated 

"Yes". He performed 
the test by counting 
8,4,2,1 and failed to 
touch his fingertips 
accurately.
The Officer advised 
him of his PBT rights 
and he refused to take 
the test.
Based on listed state-
ments/observations 
The Officer placed un-
der arrest (DL/TC) for 
OWI.
He was transported 
to APPD for booking/
processing.
At APPD the Offi-
cer read the DI-177 
Chemical Test Breath 
Rights and he refused 
to take the test. The 
Officer attempted to 
complete the booking 
process; however, be-
came un-cooperative
and refused to be fin-
ger printed. The Offi-
cer placed him in Cell 
#5 and completed the 
search warrant.
The Officer complet-
ed the DI-93 form 
and then entered it. 
The Officer then filled 
out an Affidavit for 
Search Warrant to 
Draw Blood and it was 
signed by the Judge at 
8:52pm.
The Officer then 
transported him to 
Beaumont Hospital. 
Upon arrival at the 
hospital IO #1) drew 
2/l0cc viles of blood. 
Vile #1 at 2151hrs & 
Vile #2 at 2152hrs.
He was then trans-
ported back to APPD 
where he was finger 
printed w/o incident.
A copy of OWI Cost 
Sheet, DI-93, and 
Warrant were placed 
into his property.
He was issued Cit 
#177201 for l)OWI 2)
PBT Refusal 3)No In-
surance.

VIOLATION OF CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCE ACT. ( VCSA)
Date: 03/14/2021

Location: FAIRLANE DRIVE, 
ALLEN PARK 
Time: 08:37 PM

2021-00524
03/14/2021
Officer
Possession of Analog 
Drugs/ Suspicious 
Situation
OFFENDER:
REPORTING PARTY:
EVIDENCE SEIZED:
- 4 Alprazolam 2MG 
pills
- 4 Quetiapine 
Fumarate 200MG 
pills
- 2 Quetiapine 
Fumarate ER 400MG 
pills
TARGET VEHICLE:
2020 Chevrolet 
Blazer (black)
Registered Owner:
INFORMATION:
On 03/14/2021 at 
2038 hours, the Offi-
cer was dispatched to 
Fairlane Drive (Mei-
jer) on a report of a 
tampering with auto. 
Downriver Central 
Dispatch advised that 
a white male wearing 
black and red pat-
terned clothing was 
pulling on door han-
dles in the parking lot 
of the business.
Upon my arrival, 
the Officer located 
O f fe n d e r / w a l k i n g 
through the park-
ing lot wearing a 
black and red pattern 
sweatsuit near aisle 
D. The Officer exited 
the patrol vehicle on 
foot and made con-
tact with who admit-
ted to pulling on door 
handles to vehicles in 
the parking lot. He 
further stated that 

he was attempting to 
locate his black 2020 
Chevrolet Blazer but 
that several vehicles 
looked similar.
He was detained 
(handcuffed, DL/TC) 
pending further in-
vestigation. The Of-
ficer then asked if he 
could search his per-
son to which he stated 
"Yes". Inside of a black 
Champion fanny pack 
tied around his waist, 
a blue plastic contain-
er was located con-
taining 4 Alprazolam 
2MG pills (Schedule 
4), 4 Quetiapine Fu-
marate 200MG pills, 
and 2 Quetiapine Fu-
marate ER 400MG 
pills. This container 
contained mixed pills 
and did not have a 
prescription label on 
it. He stated that the 
pills belonged to him.
The Officer then 
spoke with Meijer As-
set Protection Report-
ing Party/- who stated 
that he observed him 
walking up and down 
multiple aisles of the 
parking lot and pull-
ing on numerous ve-
hicle door handles. 
He stated that at one 
point, he observed 
open the door to an 
occupied vehicle near 
aisle F. His vehicle 
was located in aisle 
D at the north end of 
the parking lot near 
the grocery doors. He 
observed him pulling 
on numerous vehicle 
door handles on the 

opposite end of the 
parking lot near the 
south side. At the time 
of my report, there 
were no reports of any 
tampering/larceny 
from auto.
The Officer advised  
that he was under ar-
rest (handcuffed, DL/
TC) for Possession of
Analog Drugs. He was 
then transported to 
Allen Park PD where 
he was booked and 
processed before be-
ing released on a per-
sonal bond.
The 10 seized pre-
scription pills were 
tagged before being 
placed into evidence 
locker #007 at Allen 
Park PD.
The target vehicle was 
impounded by Allen 
Park PD and towed 
to impound by City 
Towing
(TT: 196). It was then 
entered into as im-
pounded by Downri-
ver Central Dispatch 
the Officer issued ci-
tation #177197 for 1. 
Possession of Drugs 
(Prescription).
He was given a logged 
courtesy transport 
to Comfort Suites 
(18950 Northline 
Road - Southgate, 
MI).
(NOTE: The Officer 
was able to retrieve 
surveillance footage 
of pulling on numer-
ous door handles to 
vehicles in the park-
ing lot of Meijer.)

ROBBERY

Date: 03/14/2021

Location: PARIS ST, 
ALLEN PARK 
Time: 03:08 PM

2021-00519
ROBBERY/ UDAA
03/14/2021
OFC
SUSPECT: B/M 
THIN BUILD 
BLACK HAIR, 
DREAD LOCKED. 
WEARING BLACK 
TEE SHIRT, BLUE 
JEANS AND WHITE 
SHOES
WEAPON USED: 
SMALL BLACK 
HAND GUN
STOLEN/ 
RECOVERED: GOLD  
2002 JEEP LIBERTY 
-TAKEN WITH 
KEYS AND TITLE 
AT GUN POINT
EVIDENCE: HAND 
DRAWN SKETCH 
OF SUSPECT
INCIDENT:
On 03/14/2021, The 
Officer responded to 
a dispatched run at 
14997 Paris regarding 
an RA.
Dispatch advised a 
black male suspect 
pointed a hand gun 
at the caller, stole and 

then fled in the listed 
Jeep Liberty. The ve-
hicle was last seen S/B 
Laurence from Paris.
The Officer arrived on 
scene and met with 
stated the victim. She 
was helping her sister 
sell her Jeep Liberty 
on FB Marketplace. 
She received an offer 
from a profile labeled 
as and agreed sell the 
car for $1,800.00. 
At approx 1500hrs a 
blue/ silver colored 
Chevrolet Malibu ar-
rived at home.
The passenger/sus-
pect exited and was 
described as a thin 
B/M, approx 5'911, 
with hair in dread 
locks. He was wearing 
a black tee shirt, blue 
jeans and white shoes. 
The listed Malibu left 
and began circling the 
neighborhood. Nei-
ther were able to see 
the driver, only stat-
ing he appeared to be 
a B/M.
The suspect handed 

a large sum of mon-
ey mostly made up of 
$20 and $1 bills, then 
asked to inspect the 
vehicle title. The Sus-
pect then sat in the 
car with keys in hand 
and examined the ti-
tle. After counting the 
money told the sus-
pect he was missing 
approx $70. He stated 
he would have some-
one pay the rest and 
called an unknown 
person. She asked for 
the title back sever-
al times, but the sus-
pect refused to hand 
it back. The Malibu 
returned and stopped 
in front of the drive-
way. At this time the 
suspect produced a 
small black hand gun, 
pointed it at both and 
and yelled "Get Back". 
Both backed away 
while the suspect fled 
S/B Laurence in the 
Jeep followed by the 
Chevrolet Malibu. 
The Officer locat-
ed ring door bells at 

Paris and University. 
There was no answer 
at the homes. They 
completed written 
statements. The listed 
Jeep was entered into 
as stolen and BOL was 
put out by DCD.
FOLLOW UP:
At approx 1640, River 
Rouge PD observed 
the listed Jeep exit-
ing the parking lot 
of Coolidge (Family 
Dollar, City of River 
Rouge). RRPD pur-
sued the vehicle to 
the area of Outer Dr/ 
S Deacon (Detroit), 
where the driver fled 
on foot. The Officer 
made the location 
and scene was pho-
tographed by APPD 
DB. The listed Jeep 
was towed/ impound-
ed by City Towing
TT #193. The vehicle 
was taken and stored 

at APPD. Same was 
removed from as sto-
len and re-entered 
as impounded REF-
ERENCE RIVER 
ROUGE CASE
The Officer made 
Coolidge (Fami-
ly Dollar) and con-
firmed there is video 
of the suspect leaving 
the store. The suspect 
on video matched the 
description given by
Family Dollar will 
save the video for DB.

The Officer notified 
that the Jeep had been 
recovered. At this 
time they informed 
the Officer that she 
had sketched the sus-
pect that pointed the 
gun at her. The draw-
ing matched both 
her description and 
the suspect observed 
from the family dol-
lar camera. Both 
the sketch and wit-
ness statements were 
turned over to DB
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
GILLIGAN'S ISLAND AND THE ULTIMATE QUESTION 

- GINGER OR MARY ANN (OR MRS. HOWELL?)?

There are a lot of 
decisions to be made 
in life.

Some decisions are 
important and some 
not-so-much. 

There are choic-
es every day from the 
mundane to the excit-
ing. 

Should I buy pears 
or apples? 

Should I wear box-
ers or tighty-whities? 

Sometimes there 
are choices that are 
harder and make one 
pause and ponder.

Should I vote Re-
publican or Democrat? 

To be or not to be? 
Of course, that is the 
question. 

Pepsi or Coke? That 
one always furrows my 
brow and makes me 

go, "Hmmm..." 
This past weekend, 

however, I was tak-
en back to my youth 
and to questions and 
decisions I deliberat-
ed about during those 
years. This past week-
end, while passed out 
on my recliner in a 
large pepperoni and 
sausage pizza coma, 
crumbs scattered 
about my torn T-shirt, 
I was suddenly roused 
out of my slumber by 
a passing ambulance, 
siren blaring. With 
pizza box and empty 
Pepsi cans (yes, that 
was my choice this 
past weekend) tum-
bling air-bound off 

the tray next to my 
recliner, I snapped to 
attention knocking 
myself and everything 

else around me sense-
less. As the ambulance 
roared down the street 

Ginger (left) and Mary Ann were characters 
played by actresses Tina Louise and Dawn 

Wells, respectively, on the 1960s-era comedy 
TV show "Gilligan's Island." Mrs. Howell, played by actress Natalie Schafer, 

stands next to Gilligan, portrayed by actor 
Bob Denver, during a scene on the TV show 

"Gilligan's Island."

ry you have with your 
team and coaches, I 
know everyone says 
it, but it really does fly 
by too fast,” she said.

Congrats to 
the Allen Park Jags 
Cheerleaders on their 
regional title! GO 
JAGS!

KYLEE DIETZ AND HER 
TEAMMATES SHINE
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CABRINI HIGH SCHOOL 
COLLEGE SIGNING

CABRINICABRINI
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CABRINI
BOWLING

Cabrini High 
School is proud to an-
nounce that Senior 
Wyndhem Reid sign-
ing a National Letter 
of Intent to continue 
her softball career at 
Bowling Green State 
University.     Wynd-
hem earned All-State 
Honorable Mention in 

Wydhem is pictured with her parents Mike Reid and Elinka 
Lewandowski.

Division 3 as a sopho-
more in 2019. She was 
a two time all district 
and all region selection 
with the Monarchs. 
She has earned Aca-
demic All-state honors 
in both 2018 and 2019. 
Wyndhem  hit .327 as 
a freshman  and .396 
as a sophomore. Her 

new coach at Bowl-
ing Green, Sarah Wil-
lis said of Wyndem, 
"Wynnie is a versatile 
athlete that brings tre-
mendous energy to the 
field.   She has a high 
aptitude for the game 
and we are excited for 
her to  join  the Falcon 
family."

From: Steve Dolunt
On Saturday, 

Mar. 13th, the Cabri-
ni Bowling team 
traveled to West-
land to participate 
in the CHSL cham-
pionships.   On the 
girls side, the Mon-
archs faced Madison 
Heights Bishop Fo-
ley in the semi-finals 
and swept them in 
two games, 136-129 
and 171-156. That 
put them in the finals 
against Chesterfield 
Austin Catholic who 
had defeated River-
view Gabriel Richard 
in the semi-finals.

The Monarchs 
struggled out of the 
gate, but won the 
first match 126-117.   
They rebounded In 
the second  game, but 

CABRINI BOWLING 
RESULTS

lost 160-142. It came 
down to the rubber 
match with Cabrini 
prevailing with a 135-
114 victory and be-
ing crowned Catholic 
league champions.   
The girls were paced 
by sophomore Jordan 
Downhan who rolled 
games of 194, 169 and 
160. Junior Samantha 
Graf kicked in with a 
high game of 154. 

On the boys 
side, the Monarchs 
reached the finals for 
the second year in a 
row, but lost their  ti-
tle to Bishop Foley.   
In the semi-finals, 
the Monarchs defeat-
ed Gabriel Richard in 
two games 183-117 
and 140 -121 to reach 
the finals.  Bishop Fo-
ley defeated Detroit 

Loyola in straight sets 
to reach the finals.

The Monarchs   
started out strong, 
winning the first game 
135-128, but Bish-
op Foley came back 
in a big way defeat-
ing Cabrini 190-150 
in the second game. 
The third game was 
a seesaw match with 
Bishop Foley hang-
ing on to a156-151 
win. The Monarchs 
were led by Sopho-
mores David Kowal-
ski 205-191 and Na-
than Radke, with two 
games of 182 and a 
190. Senior Matthew 
Heath rounded out 
the top  bowlers with 
scores of 179 and 169.

CABRINI HOCKEY

The Cabrini 
Hockey Team fin-
ished their season 
on a sour note due 
to Covid restrictions.   
The boys had to opt 
out of the regionals 
due to a positive case 
and contact  tracing. 
Additionally they had 
planned a post season 
match with South-
gate, which also had 
to be cancelled.   The 
truly sad part is that 

CABRINI HOCKEY FINISHES SEASON
the team, which had 
been playing short-
handed all year and 
with just one goalie 
was just beginning to 
come into their own. 

On March 10th 
the Monarchs hosted   
Pontiac Notre Dame 
Prep at the Allen Park 
Ice Arena. It was a 
tightly played game 
with Cabrini coming 
out on top 4-3 in over-
time. Junior forward 
Hayden Kieltyka and 
Junior defenseman 

Carson Muglia led the 
attack with two goals 
each.    Kieltyka fin-
ished the night three 
point total. Junior Na-
than Neubecker had 
two assists and Senior 
Ian Keilb rounded out 
the scoring with an 
assist.

Senior Brandon 
Hiuser faced a heavy 
workload in net, turn-
ing away 42 shots to 
pick up the win.

Hiuser has been 
the only player in goal 

for the Monarchs and 
once again turned in a 
yeoman's effort.

On March 12th, 
Cabrini faced off 
against Monroe St. 
Mary's Catholic Cen-
tral (SMCC), and 
came away with a 4-1 
win in a hotly contest-
ed match. Hotly con-
tested, because a goal 
was taken away from 
SMCC after an inter-
mission, a rarity in it-
self, due to a rules vi-
olation brought to the 

officials attention by 
Cabrini Head Coach 
Matt Grant. 

The Monarchs 
were led to victory 
in a well balanced 
attack with goals by 
Kielb and fellow Se-
nior Jacob Roman as 
well as goals by Kiel-
tyka and Junior Bram 
Wolf.  Junior Braeden 
Goers had two assists, 
while Jacob Roman, 
Hayden Kieltyka, 
Carson Muglia, Ian 
Kielb and Senior Mat-

thew  Schultz all con-
tributed one assist. In 
all, seven Monarchs 
tallied points in the 
contest. 

Once again, it 
was Hiuser, who has 
committed to play at 
Adrian, who stood 
tall in the net and 
shut down numerous 
SMCC scoring chanc-
es. Again a good final 
week, but a sad ending 
to one of the strang-
est seasons a hockey 
team has faced.

From: Carole Noel/
Natalie Zelenak

The Cabrini 
High School Annu-
al Alumni Hockey 
Game  provided two 

ANNUAL CABRINI ALUMNI HOCKEY GAME 
BRINGS MULTI-GENERATIONS TO THE ICE
FORMER TEAMMATES FACE OFF IN FRIENDLY COMPETITION

Photo of all players, graduation years 1969 - 2020.
Photos By: Lexi Zelenak.

exciting competitions 
for alumni players 
representing over 
four decades of Cabri-
ni hockey  on Satur-
day, March 20.   For-

ty participants with 
grad years ranging 
from 1969 to 2020 
showed they had not 
lost their edge as they 
displayed both a high 

level of stick-handling 
and precision passing.

Game One con-
sisted of players from 
graduating years 1969 
- 1999.   Team White 
dominated and won 
7-1 led by Steve John-
son '97 with five goals 
and one assist, Steve 
Kish '96 with one goal 
and two assists and 
Nick Stefani '98 with 
one goal and one as-
sist.   Rick Ortiz '86 
scored the lone goal 
for Team Blue, assist-
ed by Pat Tardiff '82.

Game Two (play-
ers from graduating 

Action photo
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From: Robert 
Ankrapp

Representatives 
from the United States 
Marine Corps paid a 
visit to the Dearborn 
Heights City Hall and 
Mayor Bill Bazzi last 
week to recognize his 
work in organizing 
the City’s inaugural 
October 2020 U.S. 
Marine Corps Chal-
lenge – the Corps’ 
nationwide multi-
school fitness compe-
tition geared toward 
high school students. 

Bazzi was pleased 

U.S. Marines visit DH Mayor Bazzi to recognize 
his leadership with City’s first U.S. Marine Corps 

Fitness Competition 
– next event to be held this summer

Members of the U.S. Marine Corps join Dearborn Heights Mayor (and Marine Veteran) 
Bill Bazzi at the Dearborn Heights City Hall. The Marines used their visit to extend 

their appreciation to Bazzi for his organization of the October 2020 U.S. Marine Corps 
Challenge, and to begin formulating plans for the next event, which will take place this 

summer. Shown (l to r) are: Sergeant Alburkat, Major Hubert, Dearborn Heights Mayor 
(and Gunnery Sergeant - retired) Bazzi, and Staff Sergeant Blossom.

to bring the event to 
Dearborn Heights 
for the first time, and 
with the success it 
enjoyed. “With stu-
dents facing such an 
unprecedented year, 
I was honored to 
work with my fellow 
Marines to proud-
ly bring this unique 
multi-school athletic 
challenge to students 
who represented their 
local high schools 
in the competition. 
The events provide a 
unique opportunity 
for high school ath-

letes to participate in 
a friendly, yet com-
petitive fitness chal-
lenge that focuses on 
not just physical fit-
ness, but mental en-
durance, team build-
ing and camaraderie 
as well.” 

The event was 
sponsored by Elite 
Sports training, and 
hosted by Crestwood 
High School, with 
assistance from its 
Honors Society and 
the Annapolis High 
School Key Club. “We 
are grateful to every-

one who pitched in to 
make our event such 
a success”, Bazzi con-
tinued.

A 21-year (retired) 
Marine Veteran him-
self, Bazzi was joined 
by 10 other Marines 
from throughout the 
region to help run the 
competition. Events 
included an 880 me-
ter spring, a (30 lb.) 
ammo can lift, an agil-
ity course, high and 
low-crawls, a body 
drag & fireman carry, 
push-ups, and a base-
ball throw Students 

from 9 local high 
schools participated, 
along with a group 
of  students repre-
senting Elite Sports 
Training. Edsel Ford 
High’s students took 
top honors, while 
Elite Sports took sec-
ond, and Crestwood 
High placing third. 
“Given the intensity 
of this program and 
all its events through, 
there’s no doubt ev-
eryone was a winner” 
Bazzi exclaimed. “It 
was a really impres-
sive field! We were 
further inspired by 
Crestwood School 
District Superinten-
dent Dr. Youssef Mo-
sallam and Crestwood 
Schools for hosting 
this event, and em-
phasizing their belief 
that civic engagement 
is paramount toward 
increasing positive 
team building with 
students – not just 
in the Crestwood 
Schools, but with stu-
dents and staff alike 
in all our neighboring 
districts.”

Plans are un-
derway for another 
event this summer 
2021

As part of last 
week’s visit, Bazzi and 
his fellow Marines 
have begun to formu-
late plans for the next 
Dearborn Heights 
competition. “Based 

on the success of our 
first event” Bazzi ex-
plained, “our second 
event will take place 
this summer. We 
have been contact-
ed by students and 
school officials from 
throughout the re-
gion as well as local 
businesses that are 
interested in getting 
involved at all levels. 
This summer’s event 
is sure to see even 
more schools partic-
ipating, since we will 
be reaching out with 
invitations on a tru-
ly regional basis. The 
Marine Corps Chal-
lenges provide a great 
opportunity for our 
students to showcase 
the abilities, talents 
and discipline they 
possess and demon-
strate on a daily basis. 
I guarantee anyone 
who attends one of 
these events will be 
impressed. These kids 
are a great asset to our 
communities.” 

Information on 
this summer’s Chal-
lenge will be released 
later this spring. In 
the meantime, indi-
viduals with ques-
tions should contact 
Dearborn Heights 
Mayor Bazzi at         
(313) 791-3493.

Queen’s Palace hosted Cop 
on a Block

By Jim Jacek
The Queen’s Pal-

ace on Ecorse Road 
hosted an indoor Cop 
on a Block, and area 
neighbors were invit-
ed to attend.  Among 
the topics covered, 
were how to handle 
the people and traf-
fic that attend events 
at the hall.   The hall 
owners and Police 
department would 
like to work together 
in patrolling the area 
during events.

Photos by Jim Jacek
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past my house, the si-
ren slowly diminished 
in sound as calmness 
returned to my house-
hold. 

As I gathered my-
self and picked up the 
scattered pop cans 
and pizza box, I heard 
a familiar sound on 
my TV -- a catchy 
song from my youth I 
hadn't heard in years, 
but have never forgot-
ten. "Just sit right back 
and you'll hear a tale, 
a tale of a fateful trip, 
that started from this 
tropic port, aboard this 
tiny ship..." 

Yes, I had some-
how stumbled upon 
the MeTV channel and 
the 1960s-era comedy 
show "Gilligan's Is-
land" before dozing off 
on my recliner. I didn't 
even know I had the 
MeTV channel. In my 
cable package, MeTV 
is somewhere up into 
the 300's, a place I 
rarely venture, chan-
nel-surfing-wise. I 
don't have the patience 
to keep clicking that 
high into the channel 

ON THE SIDELINE:
GILLIGAN'S ISLAND AND THE ULTIMATE QUESTION 

- GINGER OR MARY ANN (OR MRS. HOWELL?)?
universe. 

Of course, like any-
one who grew up in the 
1970s and '80s like I 
did, "Gilligan's Island" 
was a must-watch TV 
show. Though only 
appearing from 1964 
through 1967, the pro-
gram has practically 
run every year since 
in TV syndication. So 
hearing that old fa-
miliar theme song, it 
certainly was a trip 
down memory lane. I 
watched two straight 
episodes -- and loved 
them both. I hate to 
sound like an old man 
yelling at the kids to get 
off my lawn, but acting 
and writing was just 
better back in those 
days. It's such a hokey 
show, on a hokey fake 
set, but the actors are 
so talented and the 
writing so kitschy 
and campy fun, it still 
works, at least for me, 
even today. I found 
myself laughing and 
chuckling the entire 
time during both epi-
sodes. I even made an 
audible "awww" when 
MeTV started showing 

episodes of "M.A.S.H" 
instead of "Gilligan's 
Island," though I love 
"M.A.S.H." 

Anyhow, watching 
"Gilligan's Island" last 
weekend brought back 
to life one of my most 
important and thought 
about decisions/choic-
es I had to make as a 
young man growing 
up during the '70s and 
'80s. Yes, the ultimate 
choice -- Ginger or 
Mary Ann? Who was 
prettier? Who was 
more beautiful? More 
desirable? Tina Louise 
was the actress who 
played Ginger, while 
actress Dawn Wells 
portrayed Mary Ann.

I know, I know, I 
know, it's impossible 
to choose. Believe me, 
I get it. I've been down 
that rabbit-hole too 
many times myself. 
When I was a youth 
growing up, I must 
admit, I was on "Team 
Ginger." She kinda' did 
it for me back then. 
The sexy, baby-talk 
voice, the slinky, se-
quined, glittery out-
fits, the long eyelashes 

Allen Park Church 
of Christ Welcomes 

New Pastor

From Jim Jacek
Clyde Mayberry 

is the newest pastor 
at Allen Park Church 
of Christ, located at 
23610 West Outer 
Drive in Allen Park.  
He is an ordained 
minister, psychother-
apist, author and na-
tional speaker who 
hails from Detroit, 
MI. He was educated 
in the Detroit Public 
School System and 
his undergraduate 

work was at Western 
Michigan University 
in Kalamazoo, MI.

Mayberry com-
pleted both his doc-
torate in Family Ther-
apy and Masters in 
Marriage and Family 
Therapy from Am-
ridge University in 
Montgomery, AL.

Mayberry prides 
himself on his ability 
to connect with di-
verse groups of peo-
ple. A helper by na-

ture, his passion and 
desire is to make peo-
ple better.

"I have been here 
a little over a year and 
the people have been 
great! We have a very 
loving and caring 
church family who 
is willing to work to-
gether and think out 
of the box to bring 
services to our com-
munity along with 
spreading the gospel.

"It is important 
for us to be relevant 
in this community 
and carry the 71-year 
tradition this church 
has -- partnering with 
schools, working with 
police and firefight-
ers, assisting with 
elections and provid-
ing food and other 
items to members in 
the community who 
have a need. The best 
is yet to come!"

Dr. Mayberry has 
been married to his 
wife Kimberly for 26 
years and they have 
raised three children, 
Durell (23); Nala 
(22); and Kimmy (20) 
and have one grand-
daughter, Sinclaire.

For more infor-
mation on Dr. May-
berry visit www.clyd-
estyle.org.  You can 
reach him by email at 
clydemft@gmail.com.

and sultry walk, the 
young me was drool-
ing. However, it's fun-
ny, but by the time I 
had graduated college 
and began my journey 
into the adult working 
world, I slowly began 
to drift toward "Team 
Mary Ann." I can't ex-
actly pinpoint the mo-
ment it happened, but 
there definitely was a 
change in taste and in 
what I found attractive 
by that time in my life. 
The wholesome, more 
innocent, perky pret-
tiness of Mary Ann 
has now won me over 
forever. Sorry, Ginger 
-- you had a good run. 

I don't think there 
is a more important 

decision, at least for 
a young man -- or 
even a middle-aged 
man like myself (yes, 
I'm still calling myself 
middle-aged, though 
I have an AARP card, 
the 50s are the new 
40s, right?) -- than the 
question of Ginger or 
Mary Ann. 

Ladies, I'm sorry, 
you're probably shak-
ing your collective 
heads. I guess this is 
just a "guy thing." I 
guarantee you every 
guy who's of age and 
grew up during those 
years like I did, has 
pondered that ques-
tion -- Ginger of Mary 
Ann? -- at least once or 
a million times in his 

life. 
So, Ginger or Mary 

Ann? Who would you 
choose? 

It's the ultimate 
decision in life, isn't it, 
fellas? 

Though, I must 
admit -- and it kinda' 
makes me a little angry 
-- Mrs. Howell wasn't 
looking too shabby as I 
watched "Gilligan's Is-
land." The actress who 
played Mrs. Howell 
or "Lovey" as her hus-
band on the show (Mr. 
Howell) affectionate-
ly called her, Natalie 
Schafer, was closer to 
my age now when she 
played the role, than 
Tina Louise and Dawn 
Wells were during the 
show's run. 

So maybe I should 
change the question.

Ginger or Mary 
Ann -- or Mrs. Howell? 

Ugh.
I'm getting old...
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From Jim Jacek
Jessica Ryba from 

Grosse Ile won the 
guess how many 
coins contest that 

Allpoint holds St. Patrick’s 
Day Contest

Allpoint had as a St. 
Patrick’s Day pro-
motion.   There were 
760 coins.   She came 
closest without going 

over with a guess of 
727. Photo by Mary 
Combs.
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Byron Kirack, 
Age 45. End of Watch 
March 18, 2021

Byron was born 
on June 28, 1975 
to Richard Kirack 
and Agnes Wright 
in Portland, OR. He 
grew up in Portland 
where he was accept-
ed and graduated 
from Benson Poly-
technic High School, 
a high school where 
students are given a 
special emphasis in 
various technical ar-
eas. After graduation, 
he proudly enlisted in 
the U.S. Army as an 
infantry soldier at the 
age of 17. Byron had 
to decide if he was 
going to stay in the 
army, become a police 
officer or work for the 
FBI. His future was 
destined when he was 
approached to apply 
with the U. S. Border 
Patrol and become a 
Federal Agent.

Byron entered 
on duty with the 

Border Patrol Agent Funeral Held 
in Allen Park

U.S. Border Patrol 
in February of 1997 
in Brownsville, Tex-
as. After complet-
ing the U.S. Border 
Patrol Academy in 
Glynco, Georgia, he 
returned to Browns-
ville Station, in what 
was then known as 
McAllen Sector. Over 
the next six years, By-
ron would carry out 
his duties with honor 
and integrity. Inter-
dicting and arresting 
narcotics smugglers 
and human traffick-
ers. He had various 
roles during his time 
in different parts of 
Texas which includ-
ed horse patrol, road 
maintenance and pa-
trolling the highway 
in Raymondville, TX.

In 2003, Byron 
moved to Detroit Sec-
tor, but his commit-
ment to his oath of of-
fice and core values of 
the U.S. Border Patrol 
did not change, as he 
continued his sworn 

duties along the 
Northern Border. In 
2009, Byron accept-
ed the role of Super-
visory Border Patrol 
Agent at the Gibraltar 
Station. For a period 
of time he was the 
Marine Boat Super-
visor for the station. 
Most recently, Byron 
played a critical lead-
ership role in devel-
oping and deploying 
new technology for 
the U.S. Border Patrol 
in the Detroit Sector 
area of responsibility. 
Byron was a key fig-
ure in building secu-
rity partnerships with 
neighbors, businesses 
and law enforcement 
organizations. No 
matter what role, By-
ron took pride and 
put forth his many 
ideas and dedication.

In 2014, Byron 
was diagnosed with 
stage IV colorectal 
cancer. He was de-
termined to fight by 
undergoing count-
less surgeries, radia-
tion, chemotherapy 
and immunotherapy 
treatments. This harsh 
diagnosis did not stop 
him from working or 
living every day to 
the fullest. He start-
ed new hobbies with 
his girlfriend Sylvia. 
He found a new love 

for traveling and scu-
ba diving while still 
planning around his 
treatments. Byron’s 
admiration for the 
ocean was his new 
adventure. He trav-
eled as much as pos-
sible and continued 
to enjoy life by doing 
the things he loved 
the most.

Byron will be re-
membered with hav-
ing a wide range of 
various hobbies. His 
other hobbies in-
cluded, fox hunting, 
reading science fic-
tion, water sports, 
gaming and taking 
on mechanical and 
technical home proj-
ects. For those who 
knew Byron, he was 
loyal, smart as heck, 
confident and deter-
mined. If you were 
lucky enough, you 
got to see the side of 
him with a sense of 
humor. He was also 
caring and was always 

willing to lend a hand 
to anyone that asked.

Byron unfortu-
nately never reached 
a remission point 
since his diagnosis. 
In just February of 
this year, the cancer 
became unexpected-
ly aggressive. Byron 
made the decision 
to take a leave from 
work and focus on his 
health. He was able to 
spend time at home 
and be as comfort-
able as possible in-be-
tween hospital visits. 
He never gave up, he 
never lost hope, but 
sadly, he was defeated 
by this horrible dis-
ease.

Byron is a great 
loss to those who 
knew him and will 
be greatly missed, 
but not forgotten by 
his family, friends 
and the Border Patrol 
family. He served our 
country with 2 proud 
years in the U. S. 

Army and dedicated 
24 years with the U.S. 
Border Patrol.

Byron Kirack, 
Loving son of Agnes 
Wright. Dear broth-
er of Aaron Kirack 
(Katybeth) and Julie 
Folks. Survived by 
his devoted girlfriend 
Sylvia. Byron’s niece 
and nephews Syd-
ney, Sebastian, An-
drew and Alexander 
will always remem-
ber him as “Uncle By 
By”. Beloved Godson 
to Maggie Anderson. 
Byron was preceded 
in death by his fa-
ther Richard Kirack 
and his pups Uki and 
Kenji who he loved 
and spoiled for 15 
years. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contri-
butions may be made 
in Byron’s name to the 
American Cancer So-
ciety or the Michigan 
Humane Society.

By Jim Jacek
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years 2000 - 2020) 
was fast-paced and 
competitive with the 
score deadlocked at 
2-2 until seven min-
utes remaining when 

ANNUAL CABRINI 
ALUMNI HOCKEY 

GAME BRINGS 
MULTI-GENERATIONS 

TO THE ICE
FORMER TEAMMATES 
FACE OFF IN FRIENDLY 

COMPETITION

Andrew Ryles '16

Team Blue netted six 
straight goals to seal 
the victory.   Team 
Blue was led by Luke 
Brithinee '12 and 
Connor Earles '20 
with two goals and one 

assist each, followed 
by Justin Metropou-
los '15 with two goals, 
Jake Brithinee '16 
with one goal, Kyle 
Astalos '10 with three 
assists, Nick Brown 
'20 with two assists 
and Andrew Ryles 
'16 with one assist.   
Team White was led 
by Nathan Pigott '17 
and Austin Molina '19 
with one goal each, 
followed by Steven 
Filak '01 and Albert 
Quattrin '03 with one 
assist each.   Mark 
Pangrazzi '02 and 
Matt Valerius '86 were 
troopers and handled 
the net-minding nice-
ly for both games.

Everyone had a 
great time, reuniting 
with peers they ha-
ven't seen in years. 
Next year's event is 
planned to be even 
better with three 
games to shorten the 
age ranges.

Allen Park Elks 
#2194, recently pre-
sented a $2750 dona-
tion to the Helping 
Hands Food Pantry at 
the Allen Park Presby-
terian Church. Com-
mittee Chairperson, 

Allen Park 
Elks Lodge 

#2194 Presents 
Donation to 

Helping Hands

Michele Grimble ac-
cepted on behalf of the 
food pantry and said 
the funds will be used 
as they expand and 
serve more people in 
our community. They 
have added a new food 

distribution event on 
Wed evenings. Food 
is distributed on Tues 
10am-noon AND Wed 
5-7pm. Please spread 
the word! Allenpark-
pres.org


