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Elks Lodge 
Annual 

Pumpkin 
Patch

The band Tenth Street Tuesday provided the music during the day at the pumpkin patch.

By: Jim Jacek
The annual pump-

kin patch was held on 
Halloween night, Octo-
ber 31, on Park Street.   
The event is organized 
by Mark Bailey, own-

er of McNally Shoes, 
6621 Park Avenue in 
Allen Park.   His first 
pumpkin patch was in 
1989, and it has grown 
every year.   Mark re-

Allen Park defeated 
the Carlson Marauders 

JAGS 
DISTRICT 
CHAMPS

Photos By Jim Jacek

By Tom Hamilton 
tomchelseaguardian@gmail.com

28 -7 to claim the Dis-
trict Championship on 
Friday October 5.  The 
Jags were very stingy on 

defense, allowing  Carl-
son’s only touchdown in 
the second quarter.  The 
Jags were once again 

very efficient with their 
running game totaling 
181 rushing yards on 
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Savings in the Guardian

By: Jim Jacek
The Allen Park 

Chamber of Commerce 
business member this 
week is Brennan Jewel-
ry, located at 7627 Allen 
Road, between Libe-
rati’s and Say It With 
Flowers.     Brennan 
Jewelry installs watch 
batteries, watch bands, 
replaces broken crys-

 Craig Tadlock runs Brennan Jewelry.

Brennan Jewelry

Brennan Jewelry 7627 Allen Road in Allen Park. Photos By Jim Jacek.

tals, and is a full ser-
vice watch, clock, and 
jewelry repair shop.   
They also will clean 
and inspect your jew-
elry at no charge. You 
can even have the time 
on your watch adjusted 
after daylight savings 
time begins and ends. 
All repairs are done 
onsite, so there is no 

delay in getting any re-
pairs started.  Brennan 
Jewelry is run by Craig 
Tadlock.  The hours are 
9am to 5pm Monday 
through Saturday.  You 
can reach them at 313-
388-1140, or by email 
at  info@brennanjewel-
ryinc.com or visit their 
website at  www.bren-
nanjewelryinc.com.
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By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

ON THE SIDELINE:
HALLOWEEN, SISTERS, CANDY 

AND PLASTIC MASKS

Happy Hallow-
een.

Well, I guess I 
should say, happy 
post-Halloween.

I hope everyone 
had a fun, spooky-
filled holiday.

Halloween has al-
ways been one of my 
favorite holidays. I’m 
sure I’m not alone in 
that sentiment.

I have so many 
memories of Hallow-
een nights from my 
youth. From the plas-
tic, “hard-to-breathe-
in” costume masks 
I wore growing up 
in the 1970s, to the 
rubbery, piano wire-
type string holding 
the mask on my face. 

That string always got 
caught in my hair and 
would rip out quite 
a few follicles when 
I took off the mask. 
Plus, the mask string 
was always so tight 
on the back of my 
head it would invari-
ably leave burn-like 
groove marks on the 
top of my ears for 
days afterward.

All that mask 
unease was worth 
it though once I re-
turned home with a 
giant bag full of can-
dy. I’ll always remem-
ber getting home after 
a long night of trick-
or-treating and emp-
tying the contents of 
my Halloween bag 
onto the kitchen table 
and marveling at all 
the delicious candy 
in front of my young, 
excitable eyes. After 
Mom went through it 
looking for anything 
suspicious, I was fi-
nally free to gorge 
myself on the sweets 
laid out before me.

Sadly, of course, 
my sisters would 

eventually wan-
der into the kitchen 
and all of a sudden 
become my “best 
friends.” By the time 
I started my “Hallow-
een Years,” my sisters 
were in their early 
teens and too cool 
to go trick-or-treat-
ing. Normally, I was 
a nuisance being the 
youngest in the fam-
ily and the only boy, 
but on Halloween 
night I was the most 
popular person in 
the house. Heck, even 
Dad would saunter in 
from the living room 
or up from his base-
ment workbench and 
grab a handful of can-
dy.

“Thanks, Biggie 
(that was his nick-
name for me),” he’d 
say as he walked out 
of the kitchen un-
wrapping a Three 
Musketeers candy bar 
(his favorite).

Despite having my 
candy pile diminish-
ing minute-by-min-
ute as members of my 
family rifled through 

my hard earned stash 
like a pack of hungry 
raccoons, I never re-
ally minded. It was 
kind of nice actual-
ly. I felt somewhat 
like a hero bringing 
home the spoils of his 
nighttime conquest 
and sharing with the 
family.

Plus, I remem-
ber those times with 
a smile on my face. I 
don’t think you can 
be sad eating candy. I 
look back and can still 
hear the laughter and 
squealing of my sis-
ters as the rummaged 
through my candy 
pile searching for and 
finally finding their 
favorite candy bar. I 
can hear Dad coming 
into the kitchen wide-
eyed and jokingly say-
ing, “Ooohhh, candy. 
That’s my boy.” Mom 
would sit at the oth-
er end of the kitch-
en table and, while 
munching on some 
candy (of course, 
right?), ask me about 
the night. Those are 
great memories.

Either Mom or 
Dad would take me 
around on Hallow-
een Night when I 
was young, but as I 
got older, I would go 
with neighborhood 
friends. I still re-
member the moment 
when my “Halloween 
Years” officially came 
to an end.

I was in the sixth-
grade and going 
around trick-or-treat-
ing with my bud-
dies. I still remember 
my costume. I was a 
cowboy — complete 
with fake stubble and 
mustache, holster 
and toy pistol, cow-
boy boots and jeans, 
loud cowboy-type 
button-up shirt, toy 
rifle and cowboy hat. 
I remember near the 
end of the night go-
ing up to a house in 
the neighborhood, 
yelling trick-or-treat 
and subsequently re-
ceiving candy and a 
frown from the fe-
male home owner.

“Aren’t you a little 
old for trick-or-treat-

ing,” she asked. “How 
old are you boys?”

As we all walked 
away from the house, 
I remember thinking 
to myself for the first 
time, “Yeah, I guess 
I am too old for this 
now.”

It was a sad mo-
ment I can still feel to 
this day.

That was the last 
year I went trick-or-
treating.

I miss it.
There should be 

a place where adults 
can dress up again 
in costumes and go 
door to door trick-or-
treating.

Crisp nighttime 
air.

Walking loud-
ly through leaves as 
you go from house to 
house.

Pounding on 
the door and yelling 
trick-or-treat.

Take me back.
Plastic mask and 

all...

By: Allen Park 
Public Schools

Congratulations 
to Lisa Luecke who 
finished 9th overall 
at the MHSAA State 

AP JAGS LUECKE 
IS ALL STATE!

Meet for Cross Coun-
try. Her ranking qual-
ifies Lisa as an ALL 
STATE Athlete! 

GO JAGS!!
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35 carries.  They were 
lead by Sunerio Hamil-
ton with 107 yards and a 
touchdown with Ethan 
Gajewski and Thomas 
David, Jr  both scor-
ing touchdown on the 
ground.  Ethan hit Kev-
in Lebron for another 
passing touchdown.   
Kevin Lebron  had 4 
receptions for 28 yards.  
Next up is King Cru-
saders for the Regional 
Championship.

JAGS DISTRICT 
CHAMPS
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CABRINICABRINI
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

Photos By Joe Elden

CABRINI CROSS COUNTRY 
STATE MEET

AVA TEED AND CHRIS 
RUSSELBURG MADE ALL STATE! 

GO MONARCHS!

CABRINI CROSS COUNTRY

From: City of Allen 
Park Government

COUNTY:
Wayne 
ROADWAYS:
I-275
I-94
5 Mile Road
Eureka Road
Will Carleton 

Road
I-275 UPDATE:
Crews are work-

ing in the I-275 me-
dian between Eure-
ka Road and 5 Mile 
Road to build up the 
current northbound 
left shoulder and 
build crossovers for 
ramp access during 
next year's rebuilding 
of southbound I-275. 
In 2022, a traffic shift 
will put both direc-
tions of I-275 traffic 
on the current north-
bound side using the 
newly rebuilt shoul-
der; the crossovers 

I-275 project update: Median crossovers being 
built, I-94 ramps reopened, other ramps closing

will allow drivers to 
cross over the work 
area to access the en-
trance and exit ramps.

The 5 Mile Road 
bridge over I-275 is 
expected to reopen 
sometime in early 
December. The road-
work on I-275 from 
Will Carleton Road 
to 6 Mile Road should 
wrap up in early De-
cember for this first 
year of the project. 
Crews expect to re-
turn in late winter.

Airport access is 
available at the I-94/
Merriman Road and 
I-275/Eureka Road 
interchanges. 

I-275 OPEN 
RAMPS:

- 6 Mile Road 
- I-96/M-14 inter-

change
- Ann Arbor Road
- M-153 (Ford 

Road) 

- US-12 (Michi-
gan Avenue)

- Ecorse Road
- I-94 interchange
- Sibley Road 
- Eureka Road 

(except this week-
end's ramp closures 
noted below) 

CLOSED 
RAMPS:

- Westbound Eu-
reka Road ramp to 
southbound I-275 
- 9 a.m.-3p.m. daily 
through November.

- Eastbound Eu-
reka Road ramp to 
northbound I-275 
- 9 a.m.-3p.m. daily 
through November

- N o r t h b o u n d 
I-275 ramp to S. Hu-
ron Road - through 
November

- S. Huron Road 
ramp to northbound 
I-275 - through No-
vember

- N o r t h b o u n d 

I-275 ramp to Will 
Carleton Road - 6 
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 
6, to 7 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 7.

- Will Carleton 
Road ramp to north-
bound I-275 - 6 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 6, to 7 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 7.

I-275 PROJECT 
DETAILS:

The Michi-
gan Department of 
Transportation will 
be repairing and re-
building 24 miles of 
I-275 between Will 
Carleton Road and 6 
Mile Road in Wayne 
County in six phases 
over four years. The 
project includes 10 
miles of concrete 
pavement repairs, 14 
miles of rebuilding 
concrete pavement, 
asphalt resurfacing 
of four interchanges, 
rebuilding concrete 

pavement of parts or 
all of six interchanges, 
improving 65 bridges 
and a retaining wall, 
drainage improve-
ments, sign replace-
ments, traffic signal 
modernizations, in-
telligent transpor-
tation system (ITS) 
improvements, side-
walk improvements 
that are compliant 
with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), and tree re-
placements. Addi-
tionally, a segment of 
the Metro Trail will 
be rebuilt to replace 
an adjacent retaining 
wall.

Funding for this 
project is made pos-
sible by Gov. Gretch-
en Whitmer's Re-
building Michigan 
program to rebuild 
the state highways 
and bridges that are 

critical to the state's 
economy and carry 
the most traffic. The 
investment strategy 
is aimed at fixes that 
result in longer use-
ful lives and improves 
the condition of the 
state's infrastructure.

During this major 
multi-year project, 
work will be occur-
ring in multiple areas 
at different times. For 
mor project details 
and updates, go to 
www.Revive275.org. 

SAFETY BENE-
FITS:

This project will 
result in a smooth-
er driving surface, 
extending the lifes-
pan of the roadway 
and increasing safe-
ty. Drainage will also 
be improved by this 
work.
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From: Allpoint 
Construction

When the snow 
starts to fall in Mich-
igan, it looks pristine 
and sparkling, add-
ing a certain charm 
to your home and 
a pillowy outline to 
your roof. When 
snow begins to build 
up, though, and the 
weather fluctuates 
from warm to cold, 
ice dams can form. 
An ice dam can devel-
op when snow melts 
and then continues 
to refreeze and melt, 
forming a layer of ice. 
Ice dams can be quite 
heavy, sometimes 
causing your roof 
to buckle, or worse 
yet, collapse. Leaks 
are another problem 
caused by ice dams, so 
it’s critical that you do 
all you can to prevent 
them. Here are three 
tips from Allpoint 
Construction, a local, 
family-owned com-
pany that has more 
than 20 years of expe-
rience preventing and 
removing ice dams: 1) 
If you can safely access 
your roof, remove ex-
cess snow before it 
accumulates. This will 
eliminate the biggest 
cause of ice dams – a 
buildup of water and 
ice. If you aren’t phys-
ically able to do so or 
don’t have the proper 
ladder or equipment, 
a company like All-
point can do the job 
safely and quickly. 2) 
Make sure your gut-
ters and downspouts 
are clear of debris. 

Preparing for Winter: 
How to Prevent Ice Dams

Melting snow needs 
a clear path to trav-
el away from your 
roof; if blockage ex-
ists, snow and ice 
can become trapped 
and form ice dams. 
3) Have your home 
properly insulated 
with insulation that 
is rated a minimum 
of R-30. R-30 insula-
tion is typically 10.25” 
wide, reducing heat 
conduction by up to 
97%. If you need pro-
fessional help, a rep-
utable construction 
contractor can insu-
late your home to help 
with ventilation and 
improve heat flow. By 
following these tips, 
you can help pre-
vent ice dams before 
they become a major 
problem, resulting 
in thousands of dol-
lars of roof repairs. If 
you’re unsure about 
the shape of your roof, 
it’s a good idea to have 
it inspected annual-
ly – before the winter 
weather hits. That way 
you’ll be prepared for 
snow and ice, head-
ing ice dams off at 
the chase. Allpoint 
Construction is in the 
business of making 
homes safe, which is 
why you should call 
them today to sched-
ule a roof inspection. 
Their experts will 
make sure your roof 
is clear of debris and 
sturdy enough to han-
dle what lies ahead 
this winter. They’ll do 
an exterior and interi-
or inspection, includ-
ing your gutters and 

downspouts. If your 
roof needs repair or 
replacement, they’ll 
give you an affordable 
estimate. If you sus-
pect you have an ice 
dam during the dead 
of winter, don’t try to 
remove it yourself – it 
can be dangerous. Let 
the ice dam removal 
specialists at Allpoint 
handle it – they’ll do 
it safely and quick-
ly, so you won’t have 
to worry. If left un-
checked, ice dams 
can severely impact 
your home, causing 
significant damage. 
Preventive home 
maintenance is the 
smartest way to stop 
ice dams from form-
ing, which is why you 
should follow the easy 
tips above. Keep your 
property and family 
safe this winter from 
excess ice by calling 
Allpoint Construc-
tion at 734-407-7110.
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Mark Bailey, owner of McNally Shoes, has organized the pumpkin 
patch since 1989. Photos By Jim Jacek.

Elks Lodge Annual Pumpkin Patch

lies on donations from 
businesses to keep 
this going.   Hundreds 
of carved pumpkins 
lined the streets.   En-
tertainment included 

 ➢ continued from page 1 the band Tenth Street 
Tuesday and Creepy 
Clyde.     Businesses on 
Park Ave passed out 
candy to the trick or 
treaters.   Inside the 
Elks Lodge was a par-

ty for the special needs 
children and their fam-
ilies.   Each person was 
provided with a meal, 
and a DJ provided 
music throughout the 
night.

Obituaries 
James Garvin Rafferty

James Garvin Raf-
ferty of Allen Park, 
Michigan passed away 
on Tuesday, October 
19, 2021 at the age of 
59. He was born on 
December 08,1961   in 

Niles, Michigan, he 
grew up in Cassopolis 
and Monroe, Michigan 
and currently resided 
in Allen Park, Michigan 
with his mother Vera 
Rafferty and continued 

to reside until his death. 
He graduated from Jef-
ferson High School in 
Monroe, MI in June, 
1980. He worked as a 
shipping clerk at Jessco 
in Dowagiac, MI.   He 
enjoyed riding his mo-
torcycle and watched 
all Detroit sports. He 
was preceded in death 
by his brother Paul John 
Rafferty, Jr. in 1970, his 
father Paul John Raf-
ferty, Sr. in 1987 and 
his mother Vera Raf-
ferty in 2018, whom he 
helped care for prior 
to her death due to a 
terminal illness. He is 
survived by his broth-
er Lee Roy Rafferty, as 
well as his four sisters, 
Sharon Lee Gard, Pa-
tricia Ann (Michael L.) 
Mohney, Jenni Lynn 
(Roy Gantt) Rafferty, 
and Cindy Lou Green; 
as well as many cousins, 
nieces and nephews. 
Jim was the baby of our 

family and was a very 
caring and loving gen-
tleman.  When he did 
include himself, he was 
very happy to be there 
and spoke of the event 
very positively.   He 
would always volunteer 
to help out when asked. 
Jim took 2nd place at 
State Wrestling Finals 
in featherweight divi-
sion as well as holding 
an undefeated record 
in wrestling at Jefferson 
High School while also 
playing football. He was 
a very proud winner of 
The VICA Skills Meat 
Cutting Competition 
and the family was very 
enthusiastic about his 
accomplishment. The 
family would like to 
thank his cousins and 
aunts and uncles for the 
care and compassion 
they showed our loved 
one during his lifetime. 
Family and friends are 
invited to attend a Fu-
neral Luncheon on No-
vember 20th, 2021 at 
2:00pm at the Wound-
ed Minnow located at 
234 South Front Street 
Dowagiac, MI 49047.
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for our annual Craft Show at the 
Allen Park Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Nov. 13 from 10:00 to 4:00
at the Allen Park Presbyterian Church   

7101 Park Ave • Allen Park
All items must be hand crafted by the crafter
there will be a Bake Sale  and Refreshments

For more information contact   
734 795 6785

Holiday 
Extravaganza 

Craft Show
is seeking Crafters


