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for providing infor-
mation)

It may have been 
very hot on Sunday 
August 23, but the 
day was beautiful and 

Allen Park 
Cheerleading 

Annual Golf Outing

the turnout was won-
derful for the annual 
Allen Park Cheerlead-
ing Golf Outing. Even 
though things were 
different this year, with 
no post event dinner 
due to COVID-19, it 
was one of their most 
successful outings 

with 148 golfers in 
attendance.   The Al-
len Park Cheerleaders 
want to thank the golf-
ers, their sponsors and 
donors, and the Allen 
Park community for 
all of their support! 
Sponsors and donors 

PKSA in Allen Park 
held a game day at 
Community Park on 
August 7, 2020.  Events 
included a relay race, 
hoola hoops, jump 
rope, ring toss, and a 
demonstration by the 
students.
Owner of Allen Park 
PKSA Master Tonya 
Germain had this to 

PKSA Holds 
Game Day in AP

say about the day: 
“The event was a 
great success and safe 
fun was had by all. It 
was great to see the 
kids have great fun 
with their families 
and friends. Not to 
mention a wonderful 
demonstration from 
our demo team. It 
was great to have so 
many donations from 

our local  community. 
Culvers donated free 
ice cream, Angel 
Vazquez from Keller 
William paid for 
prizes, BJ’s donated 
water  bottles and 
fun prizes, and 
Allen’s Bowling and 
Trophy donated all 
the commemorative 
medals. Local parents 
 continued on page 3
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SUMMER
2020

Savings in the Guardian

Correction: 
In the July 31 edition of Allen Park Guardian in the Cabrini 

Graduation article a photo was captioned incorrectly. Below is 
the correct photo with the correct caption. Allen Park Guardian 

apologizes for the error.

Traditional rose ceremony moves outside where Cara Clemente, 
State Representative for the 14th House District, is presented with a 

rose from her daughter Emma.)

By Jim Jacek
There is a new ho-

tel in Allen Park.  The 
TownePlace Suites by 
Mariott opened on 
August 3, 2020.  They 
are located at 16850 
Southfield Road and 
the suites include a 
fully equipped kitch-
en and high speed 
internet. Pets are al-
lowed, laundry ma-
chines are available 
on site, and safety de-
posit boxes are avail-
able.   You can reach 
them at 313-406-
6724.

New Hotel Now 
Open in Allen Park

TownPlace Suites By Mariott is now open. Photos By Jim Jacek.

A fully functional kitchen is available for 
your long term stay

Tony Lalli, Tom Gasso, and Jim Beri were on 
hand for the grand opening on August 3, 2020
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 ➢ continued from page 1
for the golf outing 
included: Allen Park 
Family Chiropractic, 
Liberatis Bellas Pizza, 
Right Turn Driving 
School, Matthew E. 
Valerius - City Coun-
cilman, Allen Park 
Fire Department 
Charities, Voran Fu-
neral Home, Primo's 
Pizza, Biggby Coffee 
– Southfield Rd., The 
More Group, MI, Tay-
lor Chevrolet, AGB 
Painting Corpora-

Allen Park Cheerleading Annual Golf Outing

tion, Ventcon, Chur-
chill Transportation, 
Solid Platform, Bulk 
Equipment, Magical 
Touch Quick Lube & 
Car Wash, Strength 
H2O, Industrial Solu-
tions, Triangle Party 
Store, Major Tomato, 
Real Estate Unlim-
ited, Deep Kneaded 
Massage, Scentsy, 
Taylor Meadows Golf 
Course, Mallie’s, Mit-
ten Kid Golf, Blaze 
Pizza – Allen Park, 
and Agemy Market.

volunteered to help 
by donating raffle 
baskets. Overall the 

PKSA Holds Game Day in AP
children had such a 
great day and asked to 
make this an annual 
event.”

 ➢ continued from page 1

By Jim Jacek
The Allen 

Park Chamber of 
Commerce business 
feature is Kidz World 
Learning Center, 
located at 6500 
Roosevelt in Allen 
Park.   They accept 
children up to 5 years 
old.  Kidz World is run 
by Nahla Musa, and is 
open from 6:30am to 
6:00pm.  Meals include 
breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner, along with 2 
snacks.   Helping out 
is Christine the infant 
teacher, and Miss 
Heleena, the preschool 
teacher.   For more 
information, visit 
their website at  www.
kidzworldmi.com, or 
call 313-406-6724.

Kidz World 
Learning Center

Nahla Musa runs the Kidz World Learning 
Center. Photos By Jim Jacek.

The infant room includes high chairs and cribs.

Miss Heleena is the preschool teacher.

By Jim Jacek
The Allen Park 

DDA has trivia nights 
on Thursday through 
September 10 in the 
parking lot behind 
the former Allen 
Park Theater.   The 
games start at 7pm for 
random trivia, and at 
8 pm is themed trivia 
questions.   Answers 
are given as a text 
message, so make sure 
to have your phone.   
You can stay in your 
car, or bring a lawn 
chair if you prefer to be 
outside the car.  Prizes 
include gift cards from 
Culvers.   The cost is 
$25 per car, with up to 
5 people on a team. 

Allen Park DDA 
Trivia Nights

Jeff Holden from Culvers presents the trivia 
winner with a Culvers Gift Card.

The DJ reads the trivia questions, and your 
answer is sent to his cell phone as a text 

message. Photos By Jim Jacek.

Bring a chair, and hang out for trivia night.
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Allen Park Police
Department Weekly

Summary
RETAIL FRAUD - 
THEFT
Date: 08/20/2020 

Location: FAIRLANE, ALLEN 
PARK
Time: 01:03 PM

2020-01750 
8/20/2020  
Retail Fraud - 
Refund 
Location: Home 
Depot ( Fairlane) 
Offender: 
Details: 
The Officer was dis-
patched to the loca-
tion on report of a 
male in custody for re-
tail fraud. Upon arriv-
al, the Officer spoke 
with Loss Prevention 
Officer  stated that 
the male in custody 
was seen on video and 

in person, returning 
items that he did not 
pay for. He stated that 
he entered the store 
and paid for $355.90 
worth of Home De-
pot merchandise. He 
then exited the store 
and placed the items 
into his vehicle. He 
then re-entered the 
store and selected 
$188 worth of similar 
items (Listed in Loss 
Prevention report). 
He then attempted to 
return the items for 
cash, using the receipt 

from his first trip 
to the store. He was 
stopped by security 
and transported to the 
Loss Prevention of-
fice, without incident. 
After watching video 
footage and hearing 
statements, he was is-
sued Citation #171800 
for Retail Fraud. He 
was NOT transported 
to APPD for booking, 
per the Officer. He 
was released on scene 
and advised not to re-
turn to Home Depot.

ROBBERY

Date: 08/21/2020  

Location: SHENANDOAH AVE/
KEPPEN AVE, ALLEN PARK 
Time: 09:03 AM 

Robbery (Handgun 
Presented)  
Dispatched Time: 
0903hrs  
Incident Time: 
Approximately 
0843hrs  
Location: 
Shenandoah Ave/ 
North of Keppen 
Ave (Dead End) 
Victim:  
Witness:  
Suspect Vehicle: 
Black Ford Edge - 
2008/2009 Model 
year
Suspect #1 (Driver): 
Middle Eastern - 6'2 
11 Blonde Short Cut 
Hair
Suspect #2 
(Passenger): Middle 
Eastern - 5'8" - Dark 
Clothing - Mid 
to Late 30's Y/0 - 
Balding 
Weapon Presented 
- Smith and Wesson 
- Black Frame - 
Purple Slide
Details: 
On 08/21/2020, 
the Officer was dis-
patched to Shenan-
doah Ave and Keppen 
Ave for a reported 
robbery. DCD ad-
vised that a B/M was 
followed to this area 
by an unknown vehi-
cle and cornered into 
the dead end where he 
was robbed.  The Of-
ficer arrived on scene 
and made contact 
with the victim. The 
victim advised that 
the suspects fled the 
scene in a black Ford 
Edge. The Officer re-
layed this informa-
tion to other respond-
ing units via radio. 
The victim stated he 
was traveling on Out-
er Dr near Southfield 
Rd. The victim was 
stopped on the road-
way for a red traffic 

signal. A black Ford 
Edge, possibly a 2008 
or 2009, pulled up to 
the passenger side of 
the victims vehicle. 
The driver yelled to-
ward the victim and 
asked him who he 
was. The victim didn't 
respond because he 
did not know the driv-
er or vehicle. The traf-
fic signal turned green 
and the victim contin-
ued on the roadway. 
The victim became 
suspicion and be-
lieved the vehicle was 
now following him. 
The victim complet-
ed a turn around and 
then turned into the 
Princeton Estates 
neighborhood. The 
vehicle continued to 
follow the victim into 
the neighborhood. 
The victim did not 
know the area and 
continued east on 
Keppen Ave into the 
cul-da-sac. The victim 
then turned around 
and attempted to trav-
el north on Shenan-
doah Ave. Shenando-
ah north of Keppen 
Ave is a dead end. 
At this time the sus-
pect vehicle blocked 
the victim in. The pas-
senger exited the ve-
hicle and approached 
the victim with a 
handgun in his right 
hand. The passenger 
pointed the weap-
on toward the victim 
and ordered him out 
of the vehicle. The 
passenger was de-
scribed by the victim 
as a middle eastern 
male, approximately 
5'8", balding wear-
ing dark clothing. 
The handgun was de-
scribed as a Smith and 
Wesson, black frame 
and purple slide. 

The passenger then 
yelled to the driv-
er and told him to 
come toward him.
The victim described 
the driver as a mid-
dle eastern male, ap-
proximately 6'2", late 
20's wearing a white 
shirt and black shorts. 
The passenger or-
dered that victim to 
turn over his ID. The 
victim complied. The 
passenger then rum-
maged through the 
vehicle taking the vic-
tims keys and vehicle 
title. The suspects then 
re-entered their vehi-
cle and fled the scene 
west on Keppen Ave. 
The victim advised 
he then made con-
tact with a resident 
who called police 
for him. The victim 
stated he has never 
seen the suspects be-
fore or their vehicle. 
The victims vehicle 
was left parked at the 
dead end of Shenan-
doah Ave. The victim 
advised he would ei-
ther get lock smith 
for a new key or have 
the vehicle towed. I 
made contact with a 
resident at Keppen 
Ave,  stated he heard 
arguing next to his 
home and observed 
two males yelling at 
the victim. He stated 
he did not get a good 
visual of the suspects 
or their vehicle. He 
stated the suspects en-
tered their vehicle and 
then fled west on Kep-
pen Ave at a high rate 
of speed. The Officer 
canvassed the area as 
well speaking with 
other residents. A 
BOL was entered into 
LEIN by DCD for the 
suspects descriptions 
and their vehicle. 

DAMAGE TO PROPERTY 

Date: 08/21/2020 

Location: N M-39, ALLEN PARK

Time: 03:15 PM 

08-21-2020 B&E 
Auto 
#2020-01760
The Officer respond-
ed to 16640 South-
field (Roush Indus-
tries) for a B&E Auto. 
Upon arrival, the 
Officer  spoke with 
Victim The victim 
had parked his black 
2008 Chevy Corvette 
(MI plate)  in the first 

parking lot off Enter-
prise Dr to the west 
across from 16640 
Southfield at 0445 
hours on 08-21-2020. 
When he walked out 
to his vehicle at 1500 
hours, he found the 
drivers window had 
been punched out 
and there was dam-
age to the door frame 
from the tool used 

by the suspect to pry 
at the window; pos-
sibly a screwdriver. 
Inside the vehicle, 
the victim could find 
nothing missing al-
though the center con-
sole compartment had 
been opened. The ap-
proximate damage to 
the vehicle is $500.00.

OPERATING WHILE 
INTOXICATED
Date: 08/21/2020 

Location: S M-39, ALLEN PARK 

Time: 10:48 PM 

RPT#2020-1765  
Operating While 
Intoxicated- High 
BAC 
08/21/2020 
Offender: 
Target Vehicle:  
PL#  
2019 GREY Chevy 
Equinox 
Details: 
On 08/21/2020, the 
Officer was traveling 
NB at the intersection 
of Allen/Roosevelt 
in a fully marked pa-
trol vehicle (#10). The 
Officer observed the 
above listed vehicle 
in front struggling to 
maintain it's lane. The 
vehicle hit the double 
yellow center line sev-
eral times and almost 
struck the passenger 
curb. The target vehi-
cle approached Roo-
sevelt/SM39 at a red 
light. There are mul-
tiple signs posted that 
a right turn is prohib-
ited on red. The target 
vehicle turned right 
on red. The Officer  
initiated a traffic stop, 
at which point the 
driver slammed on 
the brakes and failed 
to comply with ini-
tial commands to pull 
into the parking lot 
less than 10 ft in front 
of her. After getting 
her attention with the 
police car and again 
issuing verbal com-
mands to pull into the 
parking lot for safety, 
the driver complied. 
The Officer made con-
tact with the driver/
offender, provided 
expired registration 
two times, and was 
unable to locate valid 
registration. She did 
not know where the 
insurance was. She 

identified the regis-
tered owner of the 
vehicle as her sister, 
I immediately noticed 
her glassy eyes and 
repeated my request 
for valid  registration 
multiple times, slowly. 
She continued to shuf-
fle through the papers 
unsuccessfully. She 
stated she was coming 
from Detroit where 
she had been boating. 
It should be noted her 
direction of travel was 
not consistent. She 
advised she consumed 
two drinks today. At 
this time was asked to 
step out of the vehicle 
to complete a series 
of field sobriety tests. 
She indicated she has 
a bachelor's degree 
in human resources 
and does not have any 
medical condition 
prohibiting her from 
participating in my 
tests. The following 
tests were adminis-
tered: - Count back-
wards from 96-85: 
counted from 96-79, 
trailed off and stated 
she does not remem-
ber where she was in-
structed to stop. - 
State the alphabet 
from A-Z without 
singing: Started at 
Z, attempted to con-
tinue to recite back-
wards. When advised 
she can state it for-
wards she completed 
the task successfully.
- Finger Dex-
terity Test: The Offi-
cer demonstrated the 
test and instructed 
her to begin when the 
Officer  told her. She 
began as the Officer 
was still finishing the 
demonstration. She 
was grossly unable 

to touch her finger-
tips to her thumbs, or 
count 1-4 and/or 4-1 
while doing so. Due 
to these observations, 
she was read her PBT 
refusal warning. She 
agreed to the  test 
with a result of .21 At 
this point the Officer 
advised she was un-
der arrest for OWI. 
The Officer placed 
in handcuffs (dl/to), 
searched her, and 
placed her in the back 
of my patrol vehicle.  
She became emotion-
al that officers would 
not offer her a break 
and drive her home 
since she lived three 
blocks away. The pas-
senger of the vehicle 
advised she was in-
toxicated and unable 
to drive. The Officer  
provided a courtesy 
transport. The vehi-
cle was removed by 
City Towing, TT#578, 
and entered into 
LEIN as impound-
ed by DownRiver 
Central Dispatch, 
was transported to 
the APPD jail for pro-
cessing. At the sta-
tion, the Officer read 
her Chemical Test 
Rights verbatim from 
the DI-177 form. She 
agreed to take the 
test. The Officer be-
gan the 15 minute 
observation at 23:25. 
The results were .20 at 
23:51 and .21 at 23:54. 
OWI cost sheets were 
completed. The Offi-
cer  entered the DI-
177 form into LEIN.
was issued citation# 
171830 for OWI 
high bac and no 
proof of insurance.
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Saturday, August 8, 
was a beautiful day that 
brought together – vir-
tually – 1,000 walkers 
and runners to partici-
pate in Beaumont Chil-
dren’s Walk for Miracle 
Workers, presented by 
Alrig USA.  The morn-
ing began with an on-
line kickoff celebration 
with remarks from 
several individuals 
including John Fox, 
President and CEO 
of Beaumont Health 
and Walk for Miracle 
Workers Chairman, 
and warm-up exercises 
led by Beaumont Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network 
ambassador, Lexi Zaf-
farano.

Participants were 
are asked to register 
online, create teams 
and use Children’s 
Miracle Network Hos-
pitals’ Crowdfunding 
page to raise money.  In 
addition to supporting 
the pediatric programs 
and services of Beau-
mont Children’s, pro-
ceeds from this year’s 

WALK FOR MIRACLE WORKERS
Presented by Alrig USA

Raised More Than $100,000 to Benefit
Beaumont Children’s programs and COVID-19 Employee 

Support Fund
event benefit Beau-
mont’s COVID-19 Em-
ployee Relief Fund.

Beaumont Chil-
dren’s, a Children’s Mir-
acle Network Hospital, 
is part of the frontline 
of the COVID-19 cri-
sis.  Hospitals are open 
24/7/365 to provide 
high-quality, com-
passionate care that 
children and adults 
need. The dedication of 
physicians, nurses and 
medical staff during 
a pandemic does not 
come without cost. Do-
nations to Beaumont’s 
COVID-19 Employee 
Support Fund assists 
frontline caregivers 
with childcare, hous-
ing and transportation 
needs.

Those partici-
pating in the virtual 
event could walk or 
run a desired route of 
their choosing. Social 
media was the con-
nective thread tying 
participants together 
throughout the day.   
Teams were asked to 

implement safe social 
distancing and to wear 
face coverings.

Several contests 
were held to inspire 
teams to reach fund-
raising milestones in-
cluding “most unique 
location”, “most spirit-
ed”, “best costume” and 
more.   Winning teams 
received gift cards sup-
porting local restau-
rants.

Many organiza-
tions generously spon-
sored the event in-
cluding:   Alrig USA, 
Credit Union One, 
MSU College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine, Unit-
ed Health Care, Hour 
Magazine, Michigan 
Head and Spine, Hu-
ron Capital, and sever-
al other great partners.

Some of the photos 
from the walk will be 
posted at:  www.Beau-
mont.org/WalkforMir-
acles, as well as more 
information on Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network 
programs at Beaumont 
Children’s.

Danielle Fairchild of Allen Park joined Beaumont’s Walk for Miracle 
Workers on August 8.

By Jim Jacek
C o n s t r u c t i o n 

continues on Allen 
Road over the Ecorse 

AP Construction 
Continues

River, in front of 
Thunderbowl Bowl-
ing Alley.   The bridge 
is being replaced.  Al-

len Road is closed in 
both directions.

 Photos By Jim Jacek

Allen Park held a cop on 
a block on Leslie Street 
on August 19, 2020, 
sponsored by Smith 
Insurance.   Residents 

Cop on a Block in AP
By Jim Jacek were informed on how 

to reduce crime by 
keeping indoor lights 
on, and even letting the 
police know if you have 
a camera that records 

activities outdoors.   
After the presentation, 
the residents were 
treated to pizza and 
subs. 

Residents were treated to pizza and subs after the presentation.

Detective Jim Thorburn discusses safety measures to the residents.

Police Chief Christopher Egan and City Council Tony Lalli present 
a military service award to Officer Zachary Waara.  Zachary will be 

going to school to become an honor guard coordinator.



*Note: Dates & Times 
May Change*

Girls Varsity Cross 
Country

9/3/20 4:30pm (H) vs Trenton HS
9/10/20 4:30pm (A) vs Lincoln Park HS, 

9/15/20 4:30pm (H) vs Carlson HS

Boys Varsity Cross 
Country

9/3/20 4:00pm (H) vs Trenton HS
9/10/20 4:00pm (A) vs Lincoln Park HS

9/15/20 4:00pm (H) vs Carlson HS

Girls Varsity Golf 
9/1/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents 

10/3/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents 
10/10/20 TBA (A) vs Multiple Opponents

Boys Varsity Soccer 
9/2/20 6:00pm (A) vs Southgate Anderson HS

9/9/20 6:00pm (H) vs Roosevelt HS
9/11/20 4:00pm (A) vs Garden City HS

Girls Varsity 
Swimming

9/3/20 6:00pm (H) vs Riverview Community 
HS

9/17/20 6:00pm (A) vs Trenton HS
9/24/20 6:00pm (H) vs Edsel Ford HS

Boys Varsity 
Tennis

9/3/20 4:00pm (H) vs Woodhaven HS
9/8/20 4:00pm (A) vs Trenton HS

9/10/20 4:00pm (H) vs Edsel Ford HS

Girls Varsity 
Volleyball

9/8/20 7:00pm (A) vs Taylor HS
9/10/20 7:00pm (H) vs Trenton HS
9/17/20 7:00pm (A) vs Carlson HS
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ALLEN PARKALLEN PARK
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

ALLEN PARK 
SPORTS 

SCHEDULES

ON THE SIDELINE:

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

 continued on page 7

ALLEN PARK VOLLEYBALL

Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

EVERYDAY NONSENSE, MIDDLE AGE 
AND GOOSE LAKE MUSIC FESTIVAL

ALLEN PARK STRONG 
AT NET

Jag Volleyball 2020 Varsity Roster:

The Jag volleyball 
team looks strong. 
They are led by Coach 
Chris Bozman.

2020 has posed un-
precedented challenges 
and these challenges 
provide great opportu-
nity.  Bozman says they 
are kicking of the sea-
son with a support and 
drive he hasn’t seen for 
many years.  

“We are physical-
ly separated for safety 
but are working hard 
together to establish a 
strong foundation to 
build what we hope to 
be a successful season,” 
Bozman said. “Each 
year we graduate se-
niors that greatly con-
tribute to the program’s 
success and 2019-2020 
is no exception.”

Bozman states: 

“The great thing to 
watch is last year’s ju-
niors so anxious and so 
excited to step up and 
leave their mark this 
year as our senior lead-
ers.  We have a talented 
group this season with 
a great coaching staff.   
All of our coaches are 
back with slightly dif-
ferent roles.   Brooke 
Tkach will lead our 
Freshmen team as head 
coach.  Megan Johnson 
and Shelby Cox will 
develop and prepare 
our JV team for added 
stability and program 
growth.   Kelsey Bull-
och and Josh Vroman 
will return assisting 
the varsity team to help 
prepare them for a very 
competitive downriver 
league.” 

“I have always been 
thankful of the talented 
coaches offering their 

time, talent and energy 
to the program to pre-
pare the girls to proud-

ly represent Allen Park 
High School,” he said.

When one reaches 
a certain age, one tends 
to think one has seen 
it all, heard it all and 
knows it all. And no, 
I'm not talking about 
adolescent teenager or 
recent college graduate 
age -- I was once both, 
so I'm guilty. 

I'm talking about 
middle age. The age 
where I currently find 
myself. 

You know the age. 
It's when you're always 
tired. It's when every-

one but you is a terrible 
driver. It's when you 
struggle to bend over 
and tie your shoes. And 
it's when you are fed up 
with the nonsense of 
everyday life.

When you're young 
and just starting out as 
an adult, the everyday 
nonsense is new. By 
the time you're in your 
40s and 50s, it's just the 
same old "you know 
what," but a different 
day. 

The pizza guy on 
the other end of the 
telephone conversa-
tion? Hangs up with-
out saying thank you 
or goodbye. Different 
day, different year, same 
old everyday nonsense. 
Every year I laughably 
think I'll get a "thank 
you for calling, sir, we 
appreciate your busi-
ness, your pizza should 
be there in 45 minutes 

or so, goodbye, "click"." 
Nope. Never. Same old 
nonsense. 

My cable TV bill 
going up in price in-
explicably every few 
months or so. Service 
fees? Maintenance fees? 
Huh? What? Sixteen 
dollars for that "ser-
vice?" Really? Different 
year, same old everyday 
nonsense. 

My vehicle reaching 
100,000 miles? Com-
mence crack in the oil 
pan. "That'll be $500, 
Mr. Richter." Unex-
pected broken water 
pump? Come on down 
-- the price is right. 
"Two-hundred bucks to 
tow it back to my town?" 
Wait, what? Why does 
my vehicle need a drink 
of water? "Do you have 
a rich uncle, Mr. Rich-
ter?" Four new tires? 
"That'll be $400, sucker, 
err, I mean, sir." Differ-

ent year, different vehi-
cle, same old everyday 
nonsense. 

The moron pulling 
out in front of me on 
the road going 35 miles 
per hour, while every-
one else is traveling 50-
55 mph? You guessed it. 
Different day, different 
year, same old everyday 
nonsense. 

I thought I had ex-
perienced most every-
thing. I thought, by my 
age now -- middle age 
-- I knew most of every-
thing I needed to know. 
I'm a history buff and 
read everything and 
anything I can get my 
hands on regarding the 
subject. My family and 
friends make fun of me 
because I read history 
books "for fun." 

Doesn't everyone? 
Anyhow, consid-

er my middle-aged 
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 ➢ continued from page 6
amazement when re-
cently I found out one 
of the state of Michi-
gan's (and the nation's) 
most legendary musical 
moments occurred ap-
proximately 20 minutes 
away from my town. 

I know -- I fell off 
my chair, too. 

Why had I nev-
er heard of the Goose 
Lake International Mu-
sic Festival? 

The what, you ask? 
The Goose Lake 

(yes, there is really a 
lake with that name) 
International Music 
Festival. 

ON THE SIDELINE:
EVERYDAY NONSENSE, MIDDLE AGE 
AND GOOSE LAKE MUSIC FESTIVAL

About 12 miles east 
of downtown Jackson, 
Michigan, just south of 
I-94 off of Race Road 
exit, sits Goose Lake. 
Now part of a quiet, sub-
dued Greenwood Acres 
campground, currently 
filled with permanent 
residents and families, 
Goose Lake in 1970 
from August 7 through 
9, was the epicenter of 
the rock n roll world. 

Hailed as Mich-
igan's "Woodstock," 
over 200,000 people 
attended the three-day 
music extravaganza. A 
year earlier in the sum-
mer of 1969, the actual 

Woodstock saw 400,000 
people pack farmland 
in upstate New York. 
Filled to the park's brim 
with mainly young peo-
ple of the 1960s counter-
culture and rock n roll 
fans from all over the 
state of Michigan and 
throughout the country, 
the Goose Lake festival 
brought together some 
of the era's most popu-
lar musical performers 
and bands. 

Some of the legend-
ary acts to play Goose 
Lake included Jethro 
Tull, Joe Cocker, Chica-
go, The Small Faces with 
Rod Stewart, Mountain, 
The James Gang with 
Joe Walsh and Michi-
gan-based performers 
Bob Seger, The Stoog-
es, Brownsville Station, 
Mitch Ryder and the 
Detroit Wheels and the 
MC5. 

Incredible. 
I never knew an 

event such as this hap-
pened in Michigan, let 

alone so near to where 
I live. 

Newspaper articles 
from the period said 
the three-day music cel-
ebration would be re-
membered for its mas-
sive crowd, great music, 
skinny dipping and the 
open sale of multiple 
drugs, including mar-
ijuana and LSD. The 
newspaper stories of 
that day also said Goose 
Lake was transformed 
into a "nest of peace and 
love in 1970." 

There are old pho-
tos of the event online. 
One of the pictures that 
intrigues me the most is 
a long, giant slide that 
was set up inside the 
Goose Lake festival. It's 
said the slide was one of 
the most popular places 
to be during the event. 
Apparently, remnants 
of the giant slide still 
survive in the current 
campground today, 
along with multiple tall 
towers which held large 
speakers and still stand 
after all these decades. 

Because of com-
plaints and concerns 
from locals and county 
administrators and law 

enforcement, the Goose 
Lake International Mu-
sic Festival lasted one 
year and was shut down 
the following summer. 

Dang -- that's an 
"everyday nonsense" I 

The giant slide at Goose Lake Music Festival 
was a popular attraction. It's said part of the 
slide still remains to this day at Goose Lake.

would've liked to expe-
rience. 

Some say, though, 
on a quiet summer 
night, if you listen hard 
enough, you can still 
hear the music...

Part of the massive crowd and stage area 
at Goose Lake Music Festival. The three-

day event outside of Jackson attracted over 
200,000 fans August 7 through 9 in 1970. 

The large speaker towers in the foreground 
still stand today.

Traffic grinds to a halt outside the Goose 
Lake Music Festival.
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From Tony Lalli
On behalf of the 

city of Allen Park, 
we want to show 
our appreciation for 
your sacrifice, risk-
ing your lives, leaving 
your families to care 
for our communi-
ty during this crisis 
COVID.    We hope 
you enjoy this piz-
za although it’s not 
enough for what you 
have been doing for 
our community.    We 
still want to give you 
something to show 
how much you are ap-
preciated.  You are our 
hero’s for our commu-
nity.

Knights of 
Columbus Provides 
Pizza to APPD and 

Fire Department

Photos By Jim Jacek
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MHSAA COUNCIL AUTHORIZES COMPETITION IN VOLLEYBALL, SOCCER, 
SWIMMING & DIVING WHERE ALLOWED; ALSO ADDS OFFSEASON 

CONTACT DAYS FOR FOOTBALL AND ALL SPRING SPORTS
From: Geoff 
Kimmerly/John 
Johnson

The Representative 
Council of the Michi-
gan High School Ath-
letic Association today 
approved the start of 
competition in girls 
volleyball, boys soccer 
and girls swimming 
& diving in regions 
of Michigan autho-
rized for that activity 
by Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer’s executive 
orders, with compe-
tition in those sports 
pending in regions 
where those activities 
are not yet allowed 
as part of preventing 
spread of COVID-19.

Schools in the 
northern Lower Pen-
insula and Upper Pen-
insula – designated as 
Regions 6 and 8, re-
spectively, by executive 
order – are allowed 
to begin competition 
Aug. 21, as originally 
scheduled. Schools in 
all other Regions (1-
5, and 7) may contin-
ue outdoor practice, 
pending further execu-
tive orders allowing for 
the opening of indoor 
facilities and physical 
distancing while com-
peting in those areas.

Teams began out-
door practice in volley-
ball, soccer, swimming 
& diving, cross coun-
try, golf and tennis on 

Aug. 12. Lower Penin-
sula girls golf and boys 
tennis, and Upper Pen-
insula girls tennis be-
gan competition Aug. 
19, with cross country 
competition begin-
ning Aug. 21. Football 
practice began Aug. 
10, and on Aug. 14 the 
Representative Coun-
cil voted to postpone 
the Fall 2020 football 
season to Spring 2021, 
also due to COVID-19 
concerns.

MHSAA staff was 
authorized by execu-
tive order to create all 
guidance for a return of 
school sports, and over 
the last eight weeks 
has worked to fulfill 
this mandate while 
complying with all of 
Governor Whitmer’s 
executive orders. The 
Council was prepared 
today to approve com-
petition in volleyball, 
soccer and swimming 
& diving for all schools 
in all regions, but was 
unable to do so because 
of questions remaining 
on which activities are 
still not allowed. 

“Our Council has 
made clear it is ready 
to offer students these 
opportunities, pending 
approval from Gov-
ernor Whitmer that 
we may do so,” MH-
SAA Executive Di-
rector Mark Uyl said. 
“We have been told 

that within a week, 
future  guidance  will 
address  athletic is-
sues  that exist in cur-
rent executive orders. 
We are awaiting that 
guidance.

“The MHSAA and 
Representative Coun-
cil are committed to 
following all current 
and future Executive 
Orders and safety pre-
cautions. However, 
we need more answers 
before we can give all 
of our member schools 
the go-ahead to play 
each other again, and 
the majority of our 
schools are in regions 
that are not yet allowed 
to take part  in volley-
ball, soccer and swim.”

For attendance pur-
poses, schools in Re-
gions 6 and 8 may have 
for indoor volleyball a 
total of 250 people or 
25 percent of a facility’s 
capacity, whichever is 
smallest. Indoor pools 
in Regions 6 and 8 are 
limited to 25 percent 
of established bather 
capacity for that pool. 
Outdoor competition 
in Regions 6 and 8 may 
have 500 people or 25 
percent of capacity, 
whichever is smallest. 
For all three sports, 
the total numbers of 
people allowed to be 
present include all par-
ticipants, officials and 
school and game per-

sonnel, media and fans.
The Council also 

approved out-of-sea-
son coaching adjust-
ments allowing foot-
ball and spring sports 
coaches more contact 
with their athletes in 
advance of the 2021 
season.

To provide addi-
tional offseason activ-
ity for sports that have 
had their full seasons 
canceled or moved, 
the Council approved 
16 contact days for 
football and all spring 
sports to be used for 
voluntary practices 
among students from 

the same school only. 
Football may sched-
ule their contact days 
from Aug. 24 through 
Oct 31. Spring sports 
– baseball, softball, 
girls soccer, track & 
field, girls and boys 
lacrosse, boys golf, 
Upper Peninsula girls 
golf, and Lower Pen-
insula girls tennis and 
Upper Peninsula boys 
tennis – may schedule 
their 16 contact days 
for voluntary practices 
from Sept. 8-Oct. 31, if 
the school permits and 
all safety protocols are 
followed.

Football and all 

spring sports then may 
conduct skill work 
with coaches and up to 
four players at a time 
beginning Nov. 1 until 
the first day of official 
practice this upcom-
ing spring. Coaches 
also may work with an 
unlimited number of 
players on general con-
ditioning during that 
time.

A calendar for the 
inclusion of football 
into Spring 2021 will 
be released later this 
fall, upon Council ap-
proval at a later meet-
ing.
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