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From Allen Park Po-
lice Department

Police Chief James 
Wilkewitz has retired 
from the Allen Park 
Police Department 
after serviing for 25 
years.

Police Chief James 
Wilkewitz has been 
employed with the 
Allen Park Police De-
partment since 1995. 
During his career 
with the department 
he has served as a Pa-
trol Officer, Detective 
Sergeant, and Detec-
tive Lieutenant. In 
2011 he was appoint-
ed Interim Police 
Chief and in 2013 was 
promoted to the full 
time Police Chief.

Chief Wilkewitz 
also served as a Cri-
sis/Hostage Negoti-
ator with Downriver 

APPD Chief 
Retires

Cabrini High School holds 
in-person graduation

St. Frances Cabrini celebrates traditional 
Commencement Mass for 2020 graduates

Graduates practice social distancing and don masks for Commencement Mass.
Photos courtesy of Alexandria Zelenak.

The Class of 2020 
participates in Cabrini's 

traditional hat toss. 

From: Natalie 
Zelenak/ Carole Noel

Cabrini High 
School 2020 graduates 
gathered one last time 
for their long-awaited 
graduation ceremonies 
and traditional Com-
mencement Mass at St. 
Frances Cabrini Cath-
olic Church in Allen 
Park on July 26.

Despite COVID-19, 
the delayed celebration 

was much the same as 
the 56 Cabrini High 
School commence-
ments that  had come 
before it. Cabrini of-
ficials said that hon-
oring their traditions 
while adhering  to the 
guidelines set forth by 
the state was the goal.

"We decided ear-
ly on to do everything 
we could to give our 
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SUMMER
2020

Savings in the Guardian

Photos By  Donna Tarsavage

Cabrini has many 
talented students in the 
school. Some shine on 
the field and others in 
the classroom.

Nobody finished any 
better in 2020 than Vale-
dictorian Lisa Tarsavage.

She finished first 

Lisa is tops

Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

out of 73 students and 
scored the highest ACT 
in her class.

She will be in the 
UROP (Undergraduate 
Research Opportuni-
ties Program), MSTEM 
program, UMich Irish 
Dance Club and the 
UMich CoE project 
team.

“My favorite class-
es were AP Calculus, 
Physics and AP Govern-
ment,” Lisa said. “My fa-
vorite teachers were Mrs. 
Russo, Mr. Coleman and 
Ms. Perry. My college 
plans are to major in 
computer science at the 
University of Michigan.”

Principal of Cabri-
ni High School, Donna 
Sweeney had this to say 
about Lisa: “Lisa's objec-
tive throughout her four 
years at Cabrini High 
School was to develop 
an understanding of 
the material taught and 
transfer that knowledge 
into academic success.   
She was one of those 
special students who is 
always “on” – she truly is 
interested in learning.   

I loved having her 
in my class when I was 
her Math teacher.  Lisa 
was a tremendous asset 
to Cabrini High School.   
I am confident that she 
will continue this suc-
cess throughout college 
and beyond.  I can't wait 
to see what else she will 
accomplish.”

Her parents and 
siblings are Donna and 
Vincent Tarsavage. Her 
younger sister is Abigail 
Tarsavage who is nine.

Lisa is passionate 
about her major. “I love 
the creative process of 
engineering,” she said. 
“It’s so exciting to do 
research, think about 
things in different ab-
stract ways, solve prob-
lems, and ultimately 
create something useful 
and tangible.”

“Computer Sci-
ence adds another layer 
to that because I love 
thinking about how 
the Internet works on a 
technical level, as well as 
what I can do to create 
and expand it.”

Things she missed 
this year due to the 

Pandemic were the Re-
gional Science Olympi-
ad Competition. Senior 
traditions like the Prom 
and Senior Banquet and 
UMich CoE Leaders and 
Best Weekend Program.

“I enjoyed coming in 
first place at the district 
level and seventh place 
in the state level in the 
VFW Voice of Democ-
racy Speech Competi-
tion,” she commented.

Her advice for future 
students is solid and she 
did miss some moments.

“I will participate in 
the National Youth Sci-
ence over the Summer,” 
she said. “It will be virtu-

al,” she said. “Though it 
was very disappointing 
that I was not able to par-
ticipate in the program 
in person. Arguably, in 
some ways it was bene-
ficial because it allowed 
the students to become 
comfortable with inter-
acting with each other 
virtually, making it eas-
ier to maintain friend-
ships even after the pro-
gram ended.”

“Don’t be afraid to 
try something you think 
is out of reach,” she said. 
“It might not work out, 
but you’ll never forgive 
yourself if you don’t at 
least try.”
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Allen Park Police
Department Weekly

Summary
FORGERY/ 
COUNTERFEITING
Date: 07/26/2020

Location: ECORSE RD, ALLEN 
PARK 
Time: 12:29 AM

2020-01537
07/26/2020
Counterfeit Bills
SUSPECTS: Three 
white females in their 
early 20's.
Sl: Unknown white 
female in black shirt 
and black pants with 
black eye glasses
the bills)
S2: Unknown white 
female in a pink shirt 
with blonde hair
(passed)
S3: Unknown white 
female in a red shirt 
with silver pants with 
short blonde hair.
Details:
The Officer was dis-
patched to the Daily 
Mart for the passing 
of counterfeit bills. 
The Officer arrived 
on scene and spoke 

with the manager/
victim. Stated that 
the three white female 
suspects come into 
his store often and to-
night they attempted 
to pass $60 worth of 
counterfeit ten dollar 
bills. Quickly realized 
the bills were fraudu-
lent when the suspects 
were attempting to 
purchase their items 
and when he con-
fronted them they fled
the store leaving the 
bills behind. They 
stated the suspect 
wearing all black 
clothing was the one 
who passed him the 
bills for purchase but 
he witnessed one of 
the other suspects 
hand her the mon-
ey first, as if she was 

too nervous to at-
tempt the fraudulent 
transaction herself.
They stated he has 
CCTV footage of the 
incident and all three 
suspects. did not
have access to the cam-
era footage tonight 
but stated he would 
provide copies to the
Detective Bu-
reau at a later date.
The Officer did not 
know any of the fe-
male suspects names 
but stated they are reg-
ulars in his store and 
he believes they live 
locally in Allen Park.
I placed the counter-
feit bills into evidence 
locker #9. All six of 
the counterfeit $10
bills had the same 
serial number.

MOTOR VEHICLE 
THEFT
Date: 07/24/2020

Location: FAIRLANE DRIVE, 
ALLEN PARK
Time: 04:22 PM

2020-01523
07-24-2020 1704 Hrs
OFFENDER #1: un-
known male
OFFENDER #2: Un-
known male
VICTIM #1:
VEHICLE #1: 2007 
Chevrolet Trail Blazer 
Blue 4DR -STOLEN-
PROPERTY #1: Me-
morex DVD Video 
Disk of Theft Silver
On above listed date 
and time the Offi-
cer  was dispatched 
to Fairlane Drive 
Meijer on report of
a stolen vehicle.
Upon arrival the 
Officer met with 
Victim #1 who stat-
ed the following:
She is an employee of 
Meijer. She stated she 
parked her vehicle(-
Vehicle #1) in the first 
parking row in area K 
near the roadway fac-
ing south. She stated 

she parked vehicle #1 
in the parking space 
to enter into work 
around 0830 Hrs. She 
states her doors were 
locked. She returned 
at 1600 Hrs and found 
her vehicle missing.
The Officer advised 
Meijer Loss Preven-
tion to attempt to get 
video footage of the 
theft if possible, while 
the Officer transport-
ed her around the lot 
to make sure the ve-
hicle was not parked 
in another space.
The Officer was un-
able to locate Ve-
hicle #1 in the lot. 
The Officer made 
contact with Mei-
jer Loss Prevention
again who states the 
cameras did in fact 
record the theft. The 
theft of Vehicle #1 was
committed by what 
appeared to be 2 

black males in a pos-
sible dodge vehicle. 
The Officer was able
to obtain video foot-
age of the incident 
from Meijer Loss 
Prevention(Property 
#1) for the investi-
gation. Property #1 
was stored in APPD 
evidence locker #7.
The Officer observed 
that she had 1 after-
market copied key in 
her possession and 
she stated that was 
all she had for the ve-
hicle. She states she 
never received 2 fac-
tory keys from the
dealer upon purchase.
Once the Officer  
confirmed Vehicle 
#1 was in fact stolen 
the Officer had DCD 
enter it into LEIN
containing any 
unique mark-
ing on the vehicle.

RETAIL FRAUD 
- THEFT
Date: 07/22/2020

Location: FAIRLANE DRIVE, 
ALLEN PARK
Time: 12:01 PM

2020-01508
7/22/2020
Suspect:
B/M, Approx. 6,0, 
200-250 lbs, grey 
beard, approx. 40-50 
y/o
Stolen:
15 clothing items: 
$217.85
underwear/socks/t-
shirts
Details:
12:01 PM
AGE
On 7/22/2020, at 
approximately 1201 
hours, I was dis-
patched to the APPD 
for a retail

fraud report. When 
on scene I spoke with 
"Organized Retail 
Crime Investigator"
The Officer states 
that on 1/28/2020, at 
approximately 1940 
hours, the listed sus-
pect entered
the store and began to 
select socks, under-
wear and t-shirts. The 
Officer states that on-
ceselected, the male 
began to conceal the 
items into his coat. 
Once the items were
concealed, the male 
attempted to exit 
the store, passing all 

points of purchase 
without offering to 
pay for the items. At 
this time, the Officer 
states lost prevention 
attempted to stop the 
male, but he contin-
ued out the front door 
with the items, while 
pushing the
employee out of the 
way.
No vehicle info avail-
able.
The LP report was 
placed in the DB box.
Police were not called 
on 1/28, per.

STOLEN 
PROPERTY
Date: 07/24/2020

Location: N M-39/ENTERPRISE 
DR, ALLEN PARK
Time: 03:43 AM

2020-01519
Recovered Stolen 
License Plate/ OWLS/ 
No Insurance
Victim:
LINCOLN PARK MI 
48146
Involved Other #1:
LINCOLN PARK MI 
48146
Involved Other #2:
TAYLOR MI 48180
Children:
Vehicle Impounded:
2001 DODGE CAR-
AVAN
Evidence/Recovered:
03:43 AM
AGE
MI Plate: , 
OCA:2003086 from 
Lincoln Park PD, 
tagged and placed 
into evidence
Circumstance:
While on patrol, a 
LEIN query of the 
MI Plate: showed the 
license plate to be 
currently stolen, and 
confirmed to be sto-
len by Lincoln Park 
PD from March 7, 
2020. The plate be-
longed to a 2001 Ram 
Van. The plate was on 
a 2001 Dodge Car-
avan, listed above. I 
conducted a traffic 
stop at N/B Southfield 
Rd and Enterprise, 
where the vehicle did 
not initially stop un-
til after the vehicle 
struck the curb and 
drove onto the grass. 
The vehicle then came 
to a stop on South-
field Rd. The Officer  
assisted in conduct-
ing a felony stop. The 
Officer ordered the 
driver/IO #1, to shut 
the vehicle off, exit 
the vehicle with her 

hands in the air, and 
walk backwards to 
the Officer, in which 
she complied. The 
Officer handcuffed, 
TC/DL, searched and 
placed her in the rear 
of his patrol vehicle. 
The passenger/IO #2, 
handcuffed was or-
der to do the same, in 
which he complied. 
The Officer, TC/DL, 
searched and placed 
him in the rear of my 
patrol vehicle. Both 
advised there was 
three small children 
in the vehicle. The 
vehicle was cleared 
and only the children, 
listed remained in the 
vehicle. While speak-
ing the Officer stayed 
with the children in 
the vehicle. They stat-
ed the vehicle is regis-
tered to a person and 
she advised myself she 
did not know how the 
stolen plate became 
attached to the vehi-
cle. She stated her is 
her brother, but both 
her and him mainly 
drive the vehicle and 
are responsible for it. 
She stated the vehicle 
had its own plate reg-
istered to it, and she 
does not know where 
that license plate is. 
She stated they were 
coming from the Al-
len Park Motorlodge, 
but the motel had no 
vacancy. A LEIN que-
ry of showed her to be 
currently suspended, 
and the vehicle to be 
in which confirmed 
the vehicle did not 
have insurance. The 
Officer spoke with the 
male  who stated the 

vehicle is registered 
to her as well. He 
also stated he and her 
drive the vehicle and 
are responsible for 
it, but did not know 
how or why a stolen 
license plate was on 
the vehicle. He stat-
ed they were coming 
from the Allen Park 
Motorlodge, but the 
motel had no vacan-
cy. They both were re-
leased from handcuffs 
to tend to their chil-
dren. The vehicle was 
impounded and tak-
en to APPD impound 
lot by City Towing. 
The registered owner 
was not on scene and 
the vehicle was en-
tered into LEIN. They 
were issued citation# 
170992 for Receiving 
and Concealing Sto-
len Property, as well as 
OWLS and No Insur-
ance. All occupants of 
the vehicle were trans-
ported to Norhtline 
Rd, Southgate, MI, 
Motel 6, and released 
on scene. The MI 
Plate: was confiscat-
ed, tagged, and placed 
into evidence. Lincoln 
Park PD advised the 
Officer the stolen in-
quiry was cancelled 
in LEIN. No contact 
has been made with 
the VI, regarding the 
recovery of the plate 
at this time. Per City 
Towing, the vehicles 
brakes were inopera-
ble and needed to be 
towed out of the im-
pound yard.

VIOLATION OF ROAD LAWS/ 
TRAFFIC OFFENSE
Date: 07/18/2020

Location: NB M-39/OAKWOOD 
BLVD., ALLEN PARK
Time: 06:56 PM

2020-01480
Violation of Road 
Laws
OFFENDER:
TARGET VEHICLE:
2016 Dodge Journey 
(grey)
MI temp:
TT: 492
Registered Owner:
I N F O R M AT I O N : 
On 07/18/2020 at 
1856 hours, the Of-
ficer observed the 
target vehicle travel-
ing at an extremely 
high rate of speed in 
the right lane of NB 
M-39 near Oakwood 
Boulevard. The tar-
get vehicle's speed 
registered at 98MPH 
in a posted 45MPH 
reduced speed con-
struction zone with a
handheld Pro Laser 
III lidar device. The 

Officer stopped the 
target vehicle at NB 
M-39 near Rotunda 
Drive. Upon mak-
ing contact with the 
driver Offender/: he 
stated that he did not 
have any identifica-
tion on him. He also 
stated that he was 
aware of his speed, 
and that the vehi-
cle traveling behind 
him was traveling at 
a high rate of speed 
and forcing him to 
accelerate. His driv-
er's license was sus-
pended multiple 
times. The target ve-
hicle was unable to 
be located in LEIN 
by VIN and Michi-
gan temporary plate. 
He possessed the ap-
propriate Michigan 
temporary registra-

tion paperwork as 
well as all purchase 
documents. He also 
possessed proper 
proof of insurance 
through Progressive.
The target vehicle 
was impounded by 
Allen Park PD and 
towed to impound 
by City Towing. The 
Officer issued cita-
tion #170880 for 1. 
DWLS / 2. Speed - 
98/45 (Construction
Zone). He was giv-
en a logged courtesy 
transport to Beniha-
na (18601 Hubbard 
Drive - Dearborn, 
MI) at his request.
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From Allen Park Po-
lice Department

Sergeant Wayne 
Albright retired on 
July 16 after serving 
with the Allen Park 
Police Department 
for 26 years. He re-
ceived a wonderful 
send off at the Cop 
on the Block meeting 
on July 15 and from 
his fellow officers on 
July 16. Congrats and 
best wishes to Ser-
geant Albright on his 
retirement!

APPD Sergeant 
Retires

 ➢ continued from page 1
Mutual Aid.

Chief Wilkewitz 
is a graduate of Hen-
ry Ford College with 
a Associate Degree in 
Criminal Justice and 

APPD Chief 
Retires

is also a 2009 graduate 
of the Northwestern 
University School of 
Police Staff and Com-
mand.

His leadership 
and dedication to Al-

len Park and the of-
ficers has never gone 
unnoticed. Congrats 
to Chief Wilkewitz on 
your retirement! En-
joy!

From Allen Park 
Police Department

C o n g r a t u l a -
tions to Lt. Chris 
Egan on your pro-
motion to Chief. 
Chief Chris Egan 

APPD 
Lieutenant 

Promoted to 
Chief

came to us from De-
troit PD in 1999. 
He worked his way 
on up the ladder 
during his years here. 
He has worn many 
hats, from CERT 

team leader to Hos-
tage negotiations 
team leader.

Congratulations 
Chief!

If you were De-
troit Tiger Manager 
Ron Gardenhire you 
couldn’t have had the 
most expensive crys-
tal ball and been able 
to predict the 2020 
season if he tried.

A world-wide 
pandemic hit in the 
beginning of season. 
Spring training was 
halted and the play-
ers were made to go 
home and be ready 
for the season to be-
gin.

It is strange that 
now we are a week 
into this 60-game 
season and there are 
no people allowed 
to watch the game. 
Almost should have 
scratched the entire 
season.

Teams have had 
terrible losing streaks 
in 60 games. A nor-
mal season is a 162 
games. This is less 
than half the games of 
a regular season.

Not much we can 
do with the decision 
to play 60. I still don’t 
agree with the deci-
sion. The game needs 
fans and noise.

The passing of Ti-

Tigers 
Season has 

started
Dave Merchant 
dmerchant9701@yahoo.com

gers right fielder and 
Hall of Famer Al Ka-
line was hard. He was 
one of the greatest Ti-
gers of my time and of 
all-time. 

Kaline has helped 
the team for years af-
ter he retired. A great 
man and ambassador 
for the game. I met 
Mr. Kaline on several 
occasions. Always a 
top person and good 
with fans and press.

I have watched 
several games this 
season and even 
home runs are not ex-
citing with no fans or 
cheering.

I have watched 
JaCoby Jones miss 
two bunt attempts 
and then haul off with 
a two-run game-win-
ning home run. The 
biggest hit I have seen 
this far in the very 
young and shortened 
season.

Detroit went on 
to beat the Cincinna-
ti Reds 7-5 and win 
the series 2-1. The 
next day the Kansas 
City Royals absolutely 
crushed the Tigers. 

Maybe things are 
different than last year 
or they may be worse 
this year than 2019. 

Looks like taking the 
year off may be a good 
idea. 

I am not an own-
er, just a sports writ-
er with an opinion 
and everyone knows 
about opinions.

This season the 
young team has some 
good pitching. Pitch-
ers Matthew Boyd 
and Buck Farmer will 
be depended on this 
season. Michael Ful-
mer and Carson Ful-
mer should be decent. 

The big name in 
the lineup and the 
team is Miguel Cabre-
ra. He is not the baller 
he once was, but he 
can still hit the long 
ball and a lot of dou-
bles.

Niko Goodrum 
will be counted as a 
leader.

Other coaches 
besides the manager 
Gardenhire is Lloyd 
McClendon, Phil 
Clark and Ramon 
Santiago.

Let us hope if the 
team does good we 
keep this group. If not, 
bring in the young 
kids because we need 
big-league experience 
for the future.
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ON THE SIDELINE:

By Don Richter 
drichter101@comcast.net

"It's just baseball."
That was a phrase 

Jim Leyland was fond 
of saying throughout 
his career as Detroit 
Tigers manager. Ley-
land was skipper of 
the Tigers from 2006 
through 2013 leading 
Detroit to two World 
Series appearances in 
2006 and 2012 (both 
losses). 

I always despised 
that saying. 

I also disliked the 
way Leyland said the 
short sentence. In-
stead of pausing be-
tween his words, Ley-
land would mumble 
the sentence in one 
breath and seemingly 

as one word -- "Its-
justbaseball." 

It annoyed me.
It especially irked 

me because he ut-
tered the one-word-
phrase (if that makes 
any sense?) more 
often than not after 
Tiger losses. No mat-
ter what happened 
on the field to bring 
about the loss, Ley-
land spewed out his 
patented line, err, 
word (?) -- "Itsjust-
baseball." 

The ground ball 
rolled under the glove 
of the Tigers short-
stop allowing the 
game-winning run to 
score? 

"Itsjustbaseball," 
said Leyland after-
ward in the press 
briefing. 

A multitude of er-
rors by Detroit lead-
ing to yet another 
frustrating loss?

"Itsjustbaseball," 
Leyland would say to 
the reporter. 

Tiger hitters strik-
ing out 15 times in a 

BASEBALL, CARDBOARD FANS, 
PIPED IN SOUND AND JIM LEYLAND

shutout loss?
"Itsjustbaseball," 

muttered Leyland, 
once again.

Well, it's 2020 and 
baseball is back. 

Or is it? 
With the virus 

continuing to plague 
the world, baseball in 
America opened its 
shortened 60-game 
season this past week. 
Four games into the 
season and already 
teams have multiple 
players testing posi-
tive for the virus. It'll 
be interesting to see 
what Major League 
Baseball and the pow-
ers-that-be decide 
to do regarding the 
possible spread of the 
virus throughout all 
teams. 

That being said, 
watching some of 
these early games has 
been interesting, to 
say the least. 

I know I'm in the 
minority, but I actu-
ally like the empty 
stands in the stadi-
ums. I absolutely ab-

hor television broad-
casts which show 
shots of fans seem-
ingly after each and 
every pitch during a 
game. And it's not just 
Tiger broadcasts, but 
national coverage, as 
well. If I see one more 
shot of a guy in a cra-
zy rally-hat sitting in 
the stands or a con-
cerned woman with 
her hand over her 
mouth as she hopes 
for a much-needed 
out, I think I'm go-
ing to throw the re-
mote through my 
TV screen. It's such 
a breath of fresh air 
to not have to worry 
about watching such 
nonsense each game. 

With no fans in 
the stands, the TV 
cameras are forced 
to simply focus on 
the ball field and the 
action. Imagine that? 
What a concept. Of 
course, there are still 

the annoying, seem-
ingly forever camera 
shots of the manager 
in the dugout look-
ing blankly into space 
or the player on the 
bench spitting out 
sunflower seeds or to-
bacco juice, but I can 
handle those, for the 
most part. 

I think it's ridic-
ulous having card-
board cutouts of 
"fans" in the stands 
and piped in crowd 
noise. Just stop...

It's nice hear-
ing the players talk 
and grunt while they 
hustle to make plays. 
That's a big part of 
the game. Even if you 
hear the occasional 
salty word, so be it, 
that's sports. 

It also seems like 
players are less apt 
to showboat with no 
fans in the stands -- 
and I like that, too. 
Just play baseball. 

To me, this new 
type of game atmo-
sphere is more pure, 
more respectful of 
the sport of baseball. 
Sometimes, when 
there are full stadi-
ums, the bright lights 
of the national broad-
casts and all the other 
bells and whistles of a 
Major League Base-
ball contest, the real 
attraction for a purest 
like me -- the actual 
game being played -- 
more often than not 
gets lost in all of the 
other "action" going 
on outside of the ball 
field. 

I don't mind this 
"new" baseball for-
mat. 

Less noise, more 
focus on baseball. 

I'm okay with 
that, for sure. 

"Itsjustbaseball..."
Yes, it is. 
And I like it...

By Jim Jacek
The Allen Park 

Farmers Market 
takes place on Fri-
days (weather per-
mitting) through Oc-
tober 30 in the DDA 
Public Parking Lot 
on Park Street.      In 
these challenging 
times, come out to 
help support these 
businesses.    These 
vendors participated 
in the Farmers Mar-
ket on Friday, July 
24.  If you would like 
to be a vendor at a 
future show, contact 
Jennifer Kibby at 
313-928-0940 or by 
email at jkibby@city-
ofallenpark.org.

Allen Park 
Farmers Market

Photos By Jim Jacek
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By Jim Jacek
On June 9, 2020 

a protest was held in 
both Allen Park and 
Lincoln Park.    The 
protest started by the 

Protests Held 
in AP and 

Lincoln Park

Photos By Jim Jacek

former Sears build-
ing, heading to the 
Allen Park Police sta-
tion down Southfield 
Road, and then to the 
Lincoln Park Police 

Station. The mayor 
and city council also 
took part in the pro-
test.

Birthday 
Celebration 

in AP

Bella Chod-
kiewich was one of 
many people who had 
to celebrate her birth-
day by staying home.  

With the help of the 
Allen Park Police and 
Fire Department, a 
parade was organized, 
and they drove by 

her house on May 14, 
2020 with lights and 
sirens, followed by 
friends and family in 
their cars.

Photos By Jim Jacek
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From Tony Lalli
On behalf of the 

city of Allen Park, 
we want to show 
our appreciation for 
your sacrifice, risk-
ing your lives, leaving 
your families to care 
for our communi-
ty during this crisis 
COVID.    We hope 
you enjoy this piz-
za although it’s not 
enough for what you 
have been doing for 
our community.    We 
still want to give you 
something to show 
how much you are ap-
preciated.  You are our 
hero’s for our commu-
nity.

Kiwanis Club 
Provides Pizza 
to APPD and 

Fire Department

Photos By Jim Jacek
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By Jim Jacek
On June 27, 2020 

a bike parade was held 
in Allen Park in honor 
of the Fourth of July 
holiday.    Participants 
were encouraged to 
decorate their bikes in 
red, white, and blue. 
The parade met be-
hind Cabrini School 
and came down Park 
Avenue.

Fourth of July Celebrated 
with Bike Parade
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 ➢ continued from page 1

Graduates Luke Adamkiewicz and Mackenzie Lebioda give their 
parents a rose during the outdoor portion of the ceremonies. 

students as normal a 
graduation as possi-
ble, even if it meant 
postponing it to late 
summer," said Princi-
pal Donna Sweeney. 
"These students had to 
give up a lot when their 
senior year together 
came to an abrupt halt. 
We wanted them to 
have this."

The large church, 
which can hold up 

Cabrini High School holds 
in-person graduation

St. Frances Cabrini celebrates traditional 
Commencement Mass for 2020 graduates

Graduate Grace Sabo sings responses for the 
congregation who, as a precaution, refrain 

from singing during the Mass. 

Valedictorian Lisa Tarsavage addresses 
graduates.

Salutatorian Marah Winkles addresses 
graduates.

to 1600 people, easi-
ly accommodated the 
implementation of vi-
rus-related safety pro-
tocols for the nearly 
250 in attendance. 

Everyone wore 
masks; only every 
third pew was avail-
able for seating, and 
guests were limited. 

A few traditions 
were adjusted to keep 
within mandated 
guidelines. Awards, 

customarily presented 
at the Senior Banquet, 
which was canceled, 
were announced on-
line and acknowledged 
in a booklet distribut-
ed to attendees. The 
rose presentation, a 
long-standing Cabrini 
tradition, moved out-
doors, so graduates 
could still give their 
parents a single rose as 
a symbol of their grat-
itude for their love and 

support through the 
years.

Reverend Tim 
Birney, the pastor of 
St. Frances Cabrini 
Church, reminded the 
students that while the 
unexpected can  hap-
pen, the one constant 
in life is your faith.

"Everything  we do 
at Cabrini is about ed-
ucating young people 
to be men and women 
of faith. It is that faith 

that gets us through 
difficult times," said 
Fr. Birney during his 
homily.

Cabrini's 2020 
valedictorian was 
Lisa Tarsavage, and 
the salutatorian was 
Marah Winkles. Each 
addressed the class, 
acknowledging their 
gratitude for the sup-
port of parents and 
teachers during a very 
unusual senior year 

and the importance of 
friendship.  

St. Frances Cabri-
ni Catholic school is a 
co-educational, K-12, 
academically excellent 
school committed to 
providing an authen-
tic Catholic education 
experience that devel-
ops the character and 
potential of every stu-
dent.

Fr. Timothy Birney, pastor of St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church, celebrates the 57th Commencement Mass for the Class of 2020.  

Traditional rose ceremony moves outside where Cara Clemente, 
State Representative for the 14th House District, is presented with a 

rose from her daughter Emma.


