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Wednesday, Sep-
tember 15, the Chel-
sea Library hosted an 
event billed as a Morel 
hunting event.  I was 
interested and excit-
ed to attend.   I let my 
neighbors know I was 
going and they both 

Chelsea Library 
Hosts Foraging event

looked interested and 
wanted to attend.  But 
one brought up a good 
point, “Why are you 
going to learn about 
Morel hunting when 
it’s not Morel sea-
son.”   We took some 
half-hearted guesses 
that involved the per-
son not wanting to 

share her secrets and 
miss out on precious 
morels because she 
taught us. 

The truth was far 
less sinister.  The li-
brary has an outdoor 
book club.  The cur-
rent book is Entan-
gled Life, by Merlin 
Sheldrake. It is a book 

about the hidden lives 
of fungi.  The Morel 
hunting event went 
hand in hand with the 
book club book. The 
speaker Holly Bulko is 
a Chelsea resident and  
has been foraging var-
ious fungi and plants 
for over 30 years. 

3rd Annual Fine Art & Craft 
Show at Wild Feather Studio

Story and another photo on page 6.

From: D&B 
Strategic Marketing 

“Never doubt 
that a small group 
of thoughtful, com-
mitted, citizens can 
change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only 
thing that ever has.” - 
Margaret Mead   

Chelsea Edu-
cation Foundation 
(CEF) has had the 
fortune of Lynn Fox’s 

Leadership Changes
leadership for the past 
six years.  She has re-
cently stepped down 
as Board President, 
and effective Sep-
tember 1, 2022, Amy 
Forehand accepted 
the role of CEF Board 
President. The follow-
ing summary sheds 
a little insight into 
these two women and 
what they have ac-
complished and envi-
sion for the future.  

When asked what 
they love about CEF - 
their responses were -

”The opportunity 
to touch the lives of 

every student Pre-K 
through 12” - Fox

“In 2021 my son 
came home from 
school and said  
‘Thank you Mom.’  I 
asked him why, and 
he replied, ‘because 
we got our art kits 
today and they said 
CEF on them.  That’s 
you, right?’ -  Those 
moments are the rea-
son I love it.  Kids had 
art supplies at home 
during the pandem-
ic because of teacher 
grants.” - Forehand 

Fox’s journey be-

Photos By Aimee Bingham Osinski.
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From: Mark Benjamin 
owner and designer 
of Bestmaze  mark@
bestmaze.com  

After 22 years of 
operation along I-96 in 
Williamston, Bestmaze 
will cease to exist after 
this season.   A $550 
million pipeline project 
going from Chelsea to 
Ovid will cross the farm 
in 2023 and take out the 
maze’s parking lot.  A 14 
feet wide by 8 feet deep 
trench will cut a mile 
long gash through the 
owners farm to install 
the new 36” diameter 
pipe and make opera-
tion of maze impractical 
for 2023 and 2024.  So 
this is your last chance 
to conquer a favorite fall 
activity of Mid-Michi-
gan.  Opening the 2022 
season on Friday Sept. 
16 the maze will run 
until Oct. 30.  The maz-
es ticket booth will be 
open Friday night’s 6-10 
pm, Saturday 1-10pm 
and Sundays 1-8pm.  
New this year will be an 
onsite app to track your 
progress via your phone.  
A “fog” will cover the 
map and disappear 
as you walk down the 
paths revealing where 
you have been but not 

Bestmaze Corn Maze 
FINAL SEASON - 

A cross state gas pipeline 
project  will put an end to Mid 
Michigan’s favorite corn maze.

the paths ahead of you.   
Bestmaze opened in 

2001 with a Great Lakes 
Theme carving a light-
house, freighter, and 
hot air balloon into the 
maze.  Other years they 
carved themes of space, 
dinosaurs, Smokey Bear 
turning 75, Cruise 
ships, knights and drag-
ons, The Wild West, 
King Tut, Pirates, Under 
the Sea, and more.  For 
the final maze theme 
Bestmaze is going out 
with a roar, VIKINGS!  
People will enter the 
maze and enter the Vi-
king Longship, then off 
through the maze to 
find Odin’s Raven, the 
Viking with his sword 
and shield.  Then into 
the three triangles and 
Thor's Hammer before 
exiting.   Customers told 
the owners to change 
their name to Bestmaze 
during the first year of 
operation.   The maze 
won several public “fa-
vorites” voting events 
for mazes over the years.  
Bestmaze is unique 
because they have un-
derground drainage 
and also hand rake all 
the trails to shed water.  
Even after a heavy rain 
the trails are not muddy 

while other mazes are a 
mud bog. The maze is 
designed and installed 
by the owner; not hired 
out to an out of state 
company that cuts maz-
es all over the nation.  

Upon news spread-
ing on Facebook of the 
last season, past guests 
are already sending 
messages of sorrow to 
hear the maze will end.   
Bestmaze has been a fall 
tradition for families 
as well as a surprising 
number of first dates.  
The maze has also been 
the scene of a few mar-
riage proposals, family 
reunions, office par-
ties, birthday parties, 
youth groups and col-
lege events .  Many say 
they are making a spe-
cial effort to attend this 
year for one last tour 
through their favorite 
corn maze.   Customers 
are encouraged to see 
www.bestmaze.com for 
more info.

A new food truck 
will be onsite and all 
food truck profits will 
fund the truck to be-
come a traveling soup 
kitchen for areas hun-
gry this winter.
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Savings in
Chelsea

By: Matt Pegouskie
Q: What is the 5 

Healthy Towns Survey?
A: The 5 Healthy 

Towns Survey (5HF-
survey.com) is an op-
portunity for our com-
munities to influence 
how 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation (5HF) in-
vests in our communi-
ties.  In the beginning 
of the foundation, 5HF 
worked with local part-
ners to conduct the 
BRFSS survey.  While 
the tool was helpful, 
it was 270+ questions 

5 Healthy Towns Survey Q&A
long.  Our 5HF survey 
is 30 questions long and 
takes about 5 minutes.  

Q: What will 5 
Healthy Towns Foun-
dation learn from this 
survey?

A: The results will 
help us understand 
your greatest well-
ness needs, and what’s 
changed since 2020.  
For instance, we will 
learn what communi-
ties and demographic 
groups (seniors, youth, 
those who are alone…) 
may need, like nutri-

tion, fitness, or mental 
health resources. We 
want to know what 
connects you to your 
community, so we can 
fortify those places and 
organizations. Mostly 
we will learn how we 
can help you stay or get 
well. 

A: Didn’t we just 
take the 5 Healthy 
Towns survey? 

Q: We issued the 
first 5 Healthy Towns 
survey in 2020.  We 
used the results of those 
surveys to select priori-

ties for our Regional 
Planning Process, and 
to help guide your local 
Wellness Coalition in 
their granting process-
es. 

Q: Why should 
I participate in the 5 
Healthy Towns survey 
again? 

A: 5 Healthy Towns 
Foundation spends 
more than $1,000,000 
per year in our 5 
healthy towns. We 
want to spend it on 
things that make a dif-
ference to you, and we’d 
like to know how that’s 
changed since 2020.

Q: Who should 
complete the survey? 

A: Anyone over age 
18 living in the Chel-
sea, Dexter, Grass Lake, 
Manchester and Stock-
bridge school districts. 

Q: Can more than 
one person in my 
household take the sur-
vey?

A: Yes! In fact we 
hope every person over 
18 in your household 
and in the community 
will take the survey.

Q: Are my answers 
confidential?

A: Yes. We will only 
look at the information 

according to ‘demo-
graphics’. We won’t tie 
individual data to any-
one – not even those 
who provide contact 
information in order 
to be in the drawing 
described at the end of 
this Q&A. 

Q: Will you tell us 
what you learn from 
the survey?

A: You can count 
on it. We will report 
back in an upcoming 
issue of Connected, 
with your local well-
ness coalitions, and 
other community orga-
nizations. Or you can 
call us and we’ll talk 
to you about what we 
learn. 734-433-4599.

Q: What if I don’t 
have a computer/inter-
net?

A: You can access 

the survey with your 
smart phone by scan-
ning the QR code lo-
cated on the adjacent 
page, or go online 
with any device, at any 
hotspot, to www.5HF-
Survey.com.  

Q: What else do I 
need to know?

A: Provide con-
tact information and 
you’ll be entered into a 
drawing for one of five 
prizes (one for each 
community), after the 
survey wraps up in late 
November.  In addi-
tion, we will draw one 
name on November 1st 
to see who wins two 
tickets to the Detroit 
Lions – Jacksonville 
Jaguars game on De-
cember 4th.
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CHELSEACHELSEA
ATHLETICSATHLETICS

CHELSEA BULLDOGS BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

SEC JAMBOREE #1 9/14/2022 
@ ELLA SHARP PARK - JACKSON
BULLDOGS VICTORIOUS OVER RED + WHITE DIVISION FOES!!

78 DEGREES, SEMI-HUMID, SUNNY
Coach Eric Swager's 
Comments:

There are always a 
lot of surprises in this 
meet. Early in the sea-
son, warm weather, in-
experience, etc. Today 
was no exception. We 
certainly made several 
tactical errors, but our 
toughness and depth 
was able to overcome 
these deficiencies. To 
take the title against 
this competition is a 
great accomplishment. 

We have seven 
freshmen on the team. 
All seven ran lifetime 
bests- most by 30+ sec-
onds! Overall, 19 of the 
23 runners recorded 
PRs - pretty impressive 
on a warm day.

Connell was once 

again dominant. After 
the first 1 km, the rest 
of the league had no 
answer for his strength. 
Another big time win 
in controlled fashion. 
Nick, Zeb, And Jackie 
were aggressive in the 
early portion (maybe 
a tad too much), but I 
loved their competive-
ness in such a big meet. 
We will improve our 
execution as the year 
goes on.

We take the top 
group to a big meet at 
MSU Friday, then have 
another big training 
week as we head to-
wards mid season. A 
very good start! It is 
nice to be in the mix 
among the best teams 
in the state.

SPARTAN INVITE @ FOREST AKERS EAST
FRIDAY, SEPT. 16, 2022

80 DEGREES, SEMI- HUMID.
BULLDOGS EARN ELITE TROPHY.

CONNELL ALFORD BREAKS SCHOOL RECORD!!!
Coach Eric Swager's 
Comments: 

Another out-
standing performance 
for our top group! We 
chose to enter the 
"Elite" division, pit-
ting the best teams 
of all divisions from 
both Michigan and 
Ohio. We had a tough 
meet on Wednesday, 
so my instructions 
were to simply run a 
smart, smooth race 
and ENJOY the day. 
This is one of the 
largest meets in the 
whole state, and the 
festive atmosphere 
was a reward for 
those who had a great 
summer of training. 
I really didn't expect 
a trophy, but when 
the guys run with 
fun and enthusiasm, 
good things happen! 
We were the second 
Michigan team, be-
hind #1 Division 1 
ranked Northville. 
Hilliard, OH may be 
the best team in that 
oddball state to our 
south. To be compet-
itive with teams like 
that as a mid-Divi-

sion 2 school is im-
pressive. In spite of 
our outstanding per-
formance, we still 
have some areas for 
improvement. These 
guys are mature, fo-
cused, and always 
looking for ways to 
be better. We will be 
thankful and joyous 
tonight, then get back 
to work next week!

Bram and Zeb 
got out aggressively, 
and battled hard to 
stay in medal con-
tention. These two 
are the core of our 
varsity squad, and as 
seniors have come up 
big again. Jackie had 
a breakthrough race, 
hammering the last 3 
k- passing more than 
50 guys in the last 2 
miles. Nick and Leo 
also moved up nice-
ly, garnering crucial 
spots in the last 1 k. 
The neophyte fresh-
man Karl earned 
valuable experience 
on a big time stage.

Connell Alford 
shattered the 10 year 
old I school record- 
previously held by 

2011 State Champion 
Bryce Bradley. Con-
nell's aerobic capacity 
is off the chart- with 
his running load be-
ing supplemented by 
100+ mile per week 
biking conditioning. 
Today, he was prop-
erly aggressive, mov-
ing to the front and 
battling with the best 
of two states. I cannot 
emphasize enough 
the value of consis-
tent quality workouts. 
Congratulations to 
Connell for his dil-
igence and compo-
sure!
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
NEW BOSTON HURON INVITATIONAL MEET RESULTS
WILLOW METROPARK NEW BOSTON, MICHIGAN - SEPTEMBER 17, 2022 

(SUNNY & HUMID)

The Chelsea Varsity 
cross country team won 
the New Boston Huron 
Invitational this Satur-
day in exciting fashion! 
The runners had an 
outstanding race that 

came down to a tied 
score. The team edged 
out conference oppo-
nent Tecumseh with 
the tie-breaking perfor-
mance of our sixth run-
ner, Lauren Thompson. 

Natalia DeMea and Sam 
Bieber both ran lifetime 
bests and earned med-
als. Other medal win-
ners in the Varsity race 
included Julia Kause, 
Trilian Krug, Seren An-
gus, Lauren Thompson, 
and Brooke Matusik. 
In the Reserve race, 
Christina Hurtado, Lis-
sa Kruger, and Rory 
Welling all ran lifetime 
bests and the runners 
took 3rd out of 9 teams. 
It was another great day 
for the Bulldogs!

SEC JAMBOREE 1 - ELLA SHARPE PARK 
JACKSON, MICHIGAN - SEPTEMBER 14, 2022 

(HIGH 70S & SUNNY)

The Chelsea team 
had a great showing in 
their first SEC competi-
tion of the season! Nata-
lia DeMea was out front 
once again in the Varsi-

ty race. Behind her the 
next five runners Sam 
Beiber, Trilian Krug, 
Julia Kause, Lauren 
Thompson, and Seren 
Angus all put in times 

under 22:00 minutes 
showing the strength 
and depth of the team at 
this point in the season. 
The Reserve runners 
also put in a great race 
with Kaitlin Kubicki 
and Christina Hurtado 
each dropping their PRs 
by over 50 seconds. In a 
very tough conference, 
Chelsea had a solid fin-
ish and has positioned 
themselves well in the 
SEC White division. 
The

Bulldogs now turn 
their attention to the 
New Boston Huron In-
vitational this Saturday 
for another great day of 
racing.



Page 6Chelsea GuardianChelsea Guardian September 23, 2022    

 ➢ continued from page 1

 ➢ continued from page 1
From: Lindsey Dahl

Grab the family 
and check out the 3rd 
annual fine art and 
craft show located at 
Wild Feather Studio!

Come out and 
get a jump on your 
Christmas shopping, 
or find some treasure 
you never knew you 

3rd Annual Fine Art & Craft 
Show at Wild Feather Studio

needed.
Original paint-

ings, jewelry, soy can-
dles, pottery, mixed 
media, wood work, 
hand dyed yarn, hon-
ey products, and deli-
cious treats from The 
Lakehouse Bakery 
can be found. 

Tasty donuts from 
Chelsea Bakery will 

be available along 
with fresh popcorn 
and cider.

- 14 local artisans
- 4671 Walz rd, 

Jackson MI (across 
from the Sandhill 
Crane Winery)

- October 8th 
10am-6pm

- Free to attend
- Easy Parking

Two raffle bas-
kets will be on dis-
play- one is filled with 
products from Ugly 
Dog Distillery, and 
the other contains ar-
tisan goodies.

Tickets for raf-
fles are $1 each. 50% 
of proceeds will go 
towards the Jackson 

gan in 2016 when she 
was invited to review 
the Bylaws and de-
velop the inaugural 
CEF Policy Manual. 
She was impressed 
with the board’s com-
mitment to support 
Chelsea Teachers and 
became Vice Presi-
dent and ultimately 
the President in 2018.  

A few accomplish-
ments she is most 
proud of during her 
tenure are the Rivalry 
Match Fundraiser, a 
friendly competition 
between the Chelsea 
Education Founda-
tion and Education 
Foundation of Dexter 
. Since 2019 the two 
districts have raised 
$55,000. This event 
occurs again on Oc-
tober 21, 2022.  The 
second thing is the 
acquisition and im-
plementation of do-
nor software to help 
manage and improve 
donor engagement. 
This was largely ac-
complished from the 
two grants she wrote 
to the Chelsea Com-
munity Foundation 
and subsequently re-
ceived funding. 

Fox plans to stay 
on as a CEF volunteer 
helping the nascent 
Chelsea Alumni As-
sociation Committee 
get established and 
with Donor Develop-
ment.  

Additional per-
spectives from com-
munity members 
about their experi-
ence working with 
Fox include -- 

"Lynn has been a 
vocal and active pro-
ponent for the Chel-
sea School District as 
the President of the 
Chelsea Education 
Foundation.  Her vi-
sionary leadership 
with the CEF has 
benefited our school 
community greatly 
by providing yearly 
grants that have pos-
itively impacted our 
staff and students.  As 
a leader, Lynn consis-
tently put others first 

Leadership Changes

County Animal Shel-
ter, who will be at the 
show with a adopt-
able pet or two!

As always, Lind-
sey's pet birds will be 
around the yard (in 
their pens) for your 
viewing pleasure.

and led with a ser-
vant's heart, which ul-
timately, set the mis-
sion for how the CEF 
continues to support 
and serves the Chel-
sea Community."   
Mike Kapolka 

“Lynn's commit-
ment to communi-
ty-building is not 
isolated to CEF. The 
Chelsea District Li-
brary likes to say that 
we discovered her 
first! Her engagement 
with CDL goes back 
to the 1990s when 
she worked in lead-
ership roles and on 
the ground, bring-
ing her gifts and en-
ergy to creating the 
library we are today. 
… Throughout all of 
this, she has demon-
strated empathy, self-
lessness, the ability 
to inspire and effect 
change, and a love for 
and devotion to this 
community. I could 
not be prouder to 
know her.”  Lori Co-
ryell 

“During her ten-
ure, CEF has grown 
to be a highly respect-
ed member of the 
community of char-
itable organizations 
in Chelsea. Under 
her leadership, CEF 
developed policies 
for governance that 
strengthened the or-
ganization, formed 
partnerships with 
both Chelsea Schools 
and the Chelsea 
Community Founda-
tion, and developed 
a strong social media 
presence….”  Susan 
Whitelaw 

President Fore-
hand shared - “While 
CEF has a strong 
history of support-
ing teacher grants 
and graduate schol-
arships, there is so 
much more we can 
do.  Lynn set a foun-
dation of governance, 
a clear strategy and 
built an incredibly tal-
ented and committed 
board in the last sev-
eral years.  We have 
the opportunity to 
grow our impact and 
keep it closely aligned 
with the Portrait of a 
Graduate and to build 
future bulldogs who 
are developed social-
ly, emotionally and 
academically. Last 
year we were able to 

bring in a leadership 
program for band 
members and to fund 
an anti-bullying event 
for our elementary 
students but regret-
fully, we still cannot 
support all requests.”  

Forehand moved 
to Chelsea in 2018 
and wanted to serve 
her new communi-
ty.  “I have a person-
al mission to enable 
the success of oth-
ers and a firm belief 
that becoming a life-
long learner helps 
to achieve success. 
Lifelong learning 
starts when schools 
can provide positive 
learning experiences. 
Chelsea Education 
Foundation’s mission 
provides resources to 
allow this.”

Forehand joined 
the CEF board in 
2019 and participat-
ed on the Strategy 
Committee, the Im-
pact Committee, that 
includes grants and 
scholarships, and  as 
Secretary.  

Thanks to Lynn 
Fox we have a robust 
foundation and we 
are ready to build on 
it.  We have an ex-
ceptional board with 
a few more spots to 
fill, we will focus on 
building a volunteer 
network and you’ll see 
us more in the com-
munity to continue 
to build relationships 
with supporters. The 
new Chelsea Alumni 
Association commit-
tee is a huge part of 
this opportunity.”  

CEF’s full board 
members - Beka Al-
ter, Amy Forehand, 
Sarah Button, Mat-
thew Ceo, Angila 
Chapman, John Daly, 
Jane Deising, Frank 
Grohnert, Katie He-
pler, Sandy Lantis, 
and Wendy Zielen. 

Chelsea Edu-
cation Foundation 
continues to steadi-
ly build a Builldog 
Future! One day at a 
time!  
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CHELSEA BULLDOGS FOOTBALL

 ➢ continued from page 1

From: Josh Lucas
“We defeated Pinck-

ney 46-26 on Friday 
September 16, and that 
brings our record to 
3-1 and 2-0 in the SEC 
White,” states head 
coach Lucas.

Key plays of the 
game: Lucas Dawson 
had 4 TD passes to 4 

BULLDOGS CAPTURE WIN OVER PINCKNEY

Photos By Crystal Meads

different WR, Reagan 
Plank, Hunter Sciackita-
no, JJ Turnbow, and Max 
Herter. Tyson Hill had 
142 yards and 2 TDS on 
14 carries. Hunter Sci-
ackitano had a 40 yard 
FG.

The Bulldogs travel 
to Adrian on Friday. GO 
DAWGS!!

Holly started by 
detailing the 8 cate-
gories of mushrooms.  
She also explained  
when and where to 
find different types 
of mushrooms.  Hens 

Chelsea Library Hosts Foraging event

of the woods, for ex-
ample, can be found 
August-September 
on decomposed logs.  
She shared some 
books she uses to 
identify and offered 
that people should 

identify using more 
than one source.  She 
does not use apps for 
her phone because 
she doesn’t want to 
be on grid and have 
her honey pots iden-
tified.  I’ve also heard 

that apps for identify-
ing plants may not be 
accurate and thus po-
tentially very danger-
ous when mushroom 
hunting.  She shared 
how she cooks her 

mushroom; salt and 
butter seems like the 
natural choice. 

I was pleasantly 
surprised at the num-
ber of people interest-
ed in learning to for-
age for mushrooms. 
The room for the 
event was pretty full. 
To learn more about 
upcoming events at 
the library or to take 
part in one of the book 
clubs, go to the library 
website and search 
“events.”  https://chel-
seadistrictlibrary.org/.   
If you were unable to 
attend the event and 

want to learn more, 
Holly has a TikTok 
channel; hollyshou-
seandaround, and 
a Youtube channel: 
Holly’s House and 
Around Michigan.   I 
watched several vid-
eos in preparation 
to write the article 
and  she shares how 
to harvest, cook, and 
ensure more growth 
back.  She’s a wealth 
of knowledge and 
doesn’t mind shar-
ing information, just 
don’t ask her where 
she finds hers. 


